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CHAR    XXI. 

Proceedings  in  Parliament  on  the  French  Declaration  ■    ■  > 
jtd.  Byron  fent  to  oppofe  d*  Efiaing^-^-^Likevn/e  Hotham 

mnd  Grant ■$/  Lucia  taken^  aud  d^Efiaing  repulfed 

, »   ■  Dominica  taken         Admiral  Keppel  puts  to  fea^^ 
Militia  emhodied^-'KipptPs  engagement  with  the  French 

Jteet Trials  of  Keppel  and  Pallifer Pondicherry 

reduced      ■  •Vernon   engages  Tranjolly         St  Vincents 
mnd  Grenada  taken       ^Byron  engages  d^BJlaing 
Captain  Cornwallis  engages  Piquet-^'-^Sir  G.  B.  Rod* 
tuy  engages  De  Guichen      ■  'French  joined  by  ajleet/rom 
Spain^-'-^Rodney  reinforced  hy  Waljingham* 

HAVING,  in  the  precedmg  part  of  this  hiftory,  taken  CHAP, 
a  view  of  the  tranfaftions  in  America,  to  the  unftMr-  yj^^ij 
tunate  cataftrophe  which  put  an  end  to  all  further  opera-      ^ 
oons  of  confcqacnce  in  that  quarter,  we  muft  now  ^ve  Parliament 
an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  affairs  were  conduced  on  the 
betwixt  Britain  and  her  other  gjrand  adverfary  France.  l^^J^^' 
Vol.  II-  B 
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c  n  A  r.  The  mdTage  from  the  French  monarch  to  the  king  of 

^J^"*     Britab;,  in  which  the  former  announced  his  bten^on  of 

fupporttng  the  American  independence,  had  excited  a 

'^^  *     general  refentmenc  throughout  the  kingdom*   It  was  an* 

March  17*  nounced  to  Parliament  on  the  i7thof  March|  1778*  But 
though  this  was  the  time  of  its  formal  intimation  to  that 
auguft  Aflemblyi  the  exiftence  of  the  treaty  between 
France  and  America  had  been  generally  known  fome  time 

Hdufeof  before.  The  minifter  (Lord  rJorth)  had  pven  notice 
the  preceding  day,  that  he  fhould  Imve  occafion  to  prefent 
a  meOage  from  Ins  Majefty  to  the  Houfe  on  the  morrow^ 
to  which  Mr*  Grenville  replied,  that  he  believed  the  fub- 
jed  was  already  anticipated  by  the  Houfe ;  but,  that  gen- 
tlemen might  have  proper  information,  and  not  be  tied 
down  to  vote  for  any  particular  meafures  by  their  anfwer, 
he  wopld  move  for  ^^  an  addrefs  to  lay  before  the  Houfe 
copies  or  extraAs  of  all  communications  from  his  Ma. 
jefty's  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  France,  or  the  French 
ambaflador  at  this  court,  touclune  any  treaty  of  alliance, 
confederacy,  or  commerce  entered  into  between  that  court 
and  the  revolted  Colonics  in  North  Americar^'  This 
motion,  as  well  as  every  other  relative  to  the  laying  of 
papers  before  the  Commons,  proved  difagreeable  to  the 
j^iiler.  On  a  (Qviiion,  it  was  rejefted  by  CI31  to  146. 
The  French  Declaration  was  accompanied  by  a  meflage 
from  his  IVIajefty,  in  which  he  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that, 
in  confequence  of  that  offenfive  communication,  he  had. 
fent  orders  to  his  ambaflador  to  withdraw  from  the  court 
of  France-  Then  (fating  the  juftice  and  good  faith  of  his 
own  condud  towards  foreign  powers,  and  the  finccrity  of 
his  wiflies  to  preferve  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  he 
trufted  that  he  ihould  not  itand  refponfible  for  the  dif. 
turbance  of  that  tranquillity,  if  he  fhould  find  himfelf 
called  upon  to  refent  fo  unprovoked  and  unjuft  an  attack 
on  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  eflential  interefb  of 
his  kii^doms,  contrary  to  the  mofl  foleran  afTurances, 
fubverfive  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  injurious  to  the 
rights  of  every  fovei-eign  in  Eautc^*  The  meffage  con- 
cluded with  a  declaration,  that  '<  his  Majeily,  raying, 
with  the  firmeft  confidence,  on  the  zealous  and  aiFeftionate 
fupport  of  his  fsdthfiil  people,  was  deter^ned  to  be  pre- 
pared to  exert,  fliould  it  come  to  be  neceifary,  all  the 
force  and  refources  of  his  kingdoms,  which,  he  trufted, 
would  be  found  adequate  to  repel  every  infult  and  attack, 
and  to  maintain  and  uphold  the  power  and  reputation  of 
this  country.^' 

Hie  minifter  moved  an  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  this  mef- 
f^g^/  wUdi,  sa  ufual,  contained  a  mere  afTent  and  repe* 
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tirion  of  every  part  erf  it,  concluding  with  the  ftrongeft  CHAP, 
aflurances  that  no  contiderations  would  divert  or  deter  ^^i!^ . 
them  from  ftandinc  forth  in  this  puUic  defence,  and  from  ^^'^C^^^ 
fuftaining,  with  a  fteady  perfcverance,  any  extraordinary      *'^  * 
burdens  and  expences  which  Ihouldbe  found  neceffary 
for  enabling  his  Majedy  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  to  proteA  the  juft  rights  and  elTential  interefla 
of  thefe  kingdoms. 

Notwichftanding  the  general  difpolition  <rf  the  nation^ 
however,  at  prefent,  for  a  French  war,  this  addrefs  was 
as  violently  ^puted  as  any  other  which  had  ever  been 
prapo(ed.  An  amendment  was  prqxrfed  by  Mr.  Baker, 
for  infert'mg,  after  the  words  "  aflurances  of  fiipport," 
the  fdlowing  fentence,  viz.  "  Hoping  and  truCting,  that 
his  Majefly  wtU  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  remove  mm  his 
coundls  thofeminifto's,  in  whofe  conduft,from  experience 
of  the  pernicious  effefts  of  their  former  meafiu-es,  his  peo- 
ple can  place  no  confidence  in  the  prefent  momentous 
(Itaadon  of  public  aiFairs."  TMs  motion  was  feconded 
by  fir  George  Yonge. 

Befides  the  ufual  declamations  on  the  fubjed  of  Ame- 
rican a(&irs,  thofe  gentlemen  dwelt  very  much  on  the 
glaring  aind  criminal  inftance,  as  they  termed  it,  of  inca- 
pacity  or  negligence,  in  not  being  able,  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  and  when  intelligence  was  procurable  by  a  private 
gentleman,  to  difcover  the  defigns  or  tranfaftions  of  the 
court  of  France,  until  they  were  put  in  aAual  force  and 
open  avowal  againft  us.  But,  if  they  were  acquainted 
with  thefe  circumflances,  they  were  ftill  more  criminal 
in  not  having  taken  a  Angle  ftep  to  prevent  the  confe- 
quences  arifing  from  fuch  a  dangerous  alliance.  It  was 
in  vain,  they  fnid,  to  think  of  calling  forth  the  fpirit  of 
the  nation  by  men  who  had  loft  all  confidence  with  the 
people :  they  were  univcrfally  and  juftly  confidered  as 
an  adminiftration  full  of  imbecility  and  deceit;  no  honeft 
and  (fifintei*efted  man  would  venture  to  entruft  them  with 
his  property;  and  it  was  no  detraAion  to  their  charafter 
to  fay,  that  tbey  were  not  more  detefted  at  home  than 
defpifed  and  derided  by  foreigners*  They  concluded  by 
aflerting,  that  it  was  a  knowledge  of  the  prefent  weak-> 
ticfs  and  inftabiltty  of  our  councils, .  and  the  continued 
mifconduft  of  Iminifters,  that  had  encouraged  the  Houfe 
of  Bourixm  to  oiFer  us  this  hifult ;  and  that  the  (ingle 
meafure  of  removing  the  prefent  minifters  would  ftrike 
more  terror  into  die  enenues  of  this  country  than  all  the 
warlike  preparations  we  were  capable  of  making  under 
the  prefent  notorious  imbecility  of  0ur  councils  and  mea- 
fijres« 
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CHAP.  In  anfwer  to  thU  heavy  charge,  the  minifter  avowed  h\9 
yJ^Hij  intcntioD  of  keepi^  his  place  at  all  events.  The  intereft 
of  the  empire,  no  lefs  than  his  pride  and  fenfe  of  honour^ 
'^^  *  now  rendered  his  contiimance  in  office  abfolutely  necef* 
fary«  He  could  fee  but  little  foundation  for  the  prefent 
alarm*  The  fall  of  the  ftocks,  which  had  been  fo  much 
infilled  upon,  was  merely  the  effeft  of  a  fudden  panic,, 
the  ufual  concomitant  of  an  incipient  war*  The  apparent, 
backwardnefs  to  fill  the  loan,  which  *had  the  prefent  year 
been  remarkable,  he  attributed  rather  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  national  debt  than  to  the  near  s^proach  of  a  war» 
Great  Britain  had  always  been  fo  punftual  in  the  payment 
of  the  intereft  of  her  crecUtors,  that  ihe  could  never  want 
money  for  the  public  fervice*  The  dread  of  an  invafioa 
was  a  mere  bugbear ;  and  if  it  Ihould  take  place,  the  na- 
tion would  have  but  Uttle  reafon  to  fear  the  confequenee* 
Our  navy  never  was,  at  the  ccMnmencement  of  a  war,  in  fo 
flourilliing  a  condition  as  at  prefent :  The  new  levies  were 
nearly  completed ;  and  that  the  nation  might  be  entirely 
eafy  on  this  fubjed,  his  Majefty  intended  to  recur  to  that 
conftitutipnal  mode  of  defence  which  was  fo  great  a  favour* 
ite  with  the  other  iide  of  the  Houfe,  viz«  the  drawing  out 
and  embodying  the  militia. — On  putting  the  que(tion,  the 
addrefs,  without  amendment,  was  carried  by  263  to  113*, 
In  the  houfe  of  Lords,  upon  a  funilar  addrefs  being 
Houfe  •£  moved  for  by  Lord  Weymouth,  adminiftration  were  re- 
'  ^"^*  probated  in  terms  flill  more  exphcit  than  in  the  Commons. 
The  Duke  of  Manchefter  declared,  tlaat,  however  great 
the  provocation  given  by  France  might  be,  he  tnuft  not- 
withftonding,  toully  oppofe  the  addrefs,  if  the  approach- 
ing war  was  to  be  conduded  by  the  fame  perfon$  who  had 
been  the  authors  of  fo  many  calamities;  men,  he  faid,  in 
whofe  hands  nothing  could  fucceed,  and  m  whom  it  would 
be  niadnefs  to  confide-  Every  ftep  towards  the  national 
ruin  had  been  exaftly  foretold,  even  to  the  important 
hufmefs  of  the  prefent  day.  Minifters  had  received  con- 
tinual communications  of  fuch  fads  and  circumftances  as 
feemed  lufficient  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  mod  obftinate 
and  incredulous ;  but,  in  fpite  of  fads  and  circumftances, 
they  unhappily  got  majorities  to  fupport  them  againft  tlic 
ftrongeft  convidions  of  probability  and  common  lenfe.  He 
then  moved  for  an  amendment  fimilar  to  that  which  has 
been  already  taken  nqdce  of  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
In  the  prefent  debate,  the  Lords  in  OppoTition  made 
heavy  complaints  of  fome  "  fecretinvifible  power,"  which, 
for  feveral  years,  they  faid,  had  guided  all  the  ftate  move- 
nients,  and  was  the  real  efficient  caufe  of  all  the  calami* 
ties  which  had  befallen  the  nation.   This  was  the  crying 
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«v3,  and  the  ^at  grievance  to  be  provided  againft*  This  CHAP.' 
unconftitutional  fubfervicncy  had  been  eftablifhed  through  yj^llj 
die  fliameful  and  bafe  fervility  of  minifters;  and  whoever 
refitted  the  fecret^  concealed  impulfe/  however  able  or 
'  wilhngtoferve  the  ftate^  was  profcribeJ;  as^  on  the  con- 
trary, whoever  obeyed  it,  let  his  defe^  of  qualification 
be  what  they  would,  was  immediately  paCromfed  and  pro- 
noted  to  the  firft  and  moft  refpondble  offices. 

The  minifter  who  had  moved  for  the  addrefs,  declined 
altering  into  any  particular  defence  of  himfelf;  A  formal 
defence,  he  faid,  fhould  be  referved  for  a  formal  accnfa* 
tion*  As  to  the  **  fecret  influence"  talked  of,  the  King'* 
minifters  Icnew  of  none.  They  had  done  their  duty  upon 
their  own  opinions.  If  thefe  opinions  were  honeft,  though 
erroneous,  they  fhould  be  pardoned;  if  juft  ^nd  well 
founded,  they  ought  to  meet  with  fupport  and  applaufe. 
If  their  conUu6b  was  fauky,  they  would  deferve  punifh- 
ment;  and  they  were  ready  couragioufly  to  fupport  their 
own  conduA  in  their  own  perfons,  and  to  abide  the  juft 
fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  without  ikulking  behind  the  Throne 
or  Parliament,  or  exculpating  themfelves  upon  the  idea 
of  any  fecret  influence  whatever. — A  few  other  lords, 
-who  entered  into  the  debate  in^favour  of  adminiftration, 
condemned  the  amendment  in  general  as  unprecedented 
and  indecent.  It  would,  they  faid,  be  offering  a  direft 
inftdt  to  the  Sovereign ;  and  it  would  be  equally  injurious 
and  unjuft  to  his  fervants,  to  condemn  them  by  a  hafty 
and  rafh  cenfure,  before  they  were  heard  in  their  own 
defence.  The  failure  of  their  plans  \yas  by  no  means-  a 
proof  of  their  inability  or  mifconduA.  It  ought  have  pro- 
ceeded from  innumerable  drcumftances  wim  which  they 
were  unacquainted ;  and  as  no  wifdom  or  ability  could 
comm^md  fuccefs,  its  failure  confequently  could  not,  with- 
out farther  evidence,  imply  any  room  for  cenfure. 

Some  of  the  lords  on  the  fide  of  Oppofitbn,  objeAed 
greatly  to  the  pafTionate  and  inflammatory  expreflions 
made  ufe  of  in  the  mefTaae,  and  which  were  approved 
and  repeated  in  the  addrels.  They  were,  in  eSefJty  no- 
thing lefs  than  a  declaration  of  war,  when  the  nation 
was  in  no  ftate  of  preparation  to  abide  the  conCoquences. 
How  is  war  to  be  avoided?  The  anfwer,  they  £ud,  was 
ftorr.  The  only  objeft  of  a  war  with  France  muft  be  the 
recovery  of  America.  Make  peace  with  America,  by  ac- 
knowledging irts  independence,  and  the  objeft  of  the  war 
is  at  an  end.— This  meafure  was  confidercd  by  the  Mar- 
quis of  Rockingham,  the  Dnke  of  Richmond,  and  moft  of 
that  party,  as  die  only  means  of  faving  the  nation.  But 
m  this  Opjfo&6oa  wq«  not  unaxumous ;  Earls  Chatham^ 
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C  HA  F.  Temple,  and  Shelburn,  beiBe  of  opinion,  that  to  icknoww 
^^"*     ledge  the  uidapendence  of  America,  would  be  the  utter 
ruin  and  deg^aiudon  of  this  country*— >The  addrefs,  with- 
*     out  amendment,  was  carried,  by  a  majority  of  loo  to  36* 
Operattoni       WUlft  the  Britilh  Senate  were  thus  fpending  their  time 
wthcWell  in6i]itlefs,and,mfad,difgracefulaltercat]cms,theFrench, 
*^        9s  we  have  ahready  related,  had  determined  efiedually  to 
fupport  their  new^allies  by  fending  a  ftrong  fquadron  un- 
der the  Count  d'Eibdng  to  their  afilibuice,  not  doubting 
that  he  would  be  able,  not  oidy  to  afford  an  eife&ual  aid 
to  the  Celonifts,  but  to  reduce  feme  of  the  Weft.  India 
Iflands,  with  die  weak  ftate  of  which  the  cabinet  of 
France  feemed  to  be  better  acquainted  than  thatof  Bri- 
taun-«-The  egreftious  mifcarriages  of  that  commander 
at  Khode  Ifland  have  already  been  taken  notice  of;  it 
now  remains  to  give  an  account  of  his  exploits  in  the  Well 
tndies* 
Aimiral  In  Qrder  to  oj^ofe  the  defigns  of  d'Eftaing,  a  ftrong 

Byron  fait  fqutdfon,  tinder  Admiral  Byron,  had  been  difpatched 
d'E^aLc.  from  England  for  the  coafts  of  America*  llie  failing  of 
thefe  however,  had  been  fo  long  delayed,  and  they  had 
fufiered  fo  much  by  adverfe  weather  during  the  voyage, 
that  thoi^h  the  greateft  part  of  them  had  arrived  at  New 
York  before  the  admiral  himfelf,  who  gained  that  port 
about  the  middle  of  September,  they  had  been  fofar  from 
bebe  able  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  d'Eftaing,  that  the 
whcde  Britiib  marine  in  thefe  parts  had  been  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  deftroyed  by  his  ileet.  Nor  was  Admiral 
Byron  more  fortmiate  after  his  arrival*  He  feemed  ftill 
to  be  perfecuted  by  weather  of  the  fame  kind  that  had 
hitherto  damaged  his  fquadron  fo  much.  He  had  fcarpely 
appeared  before  Bofton,  when  he  was  driven  olf  the  coaft; 
by  a  violent  hurricane,  in  which  the  fliips  again  fuffered 
fo  miKh,  that  they  were  glad  to  get  into  nhode  Ifland 
for  ihelter ;  nor  was  he  able  to  put  to  fea  again  before 
>pec.i4.  the  14th  of  December,  long  before  which  me  French 
admiral  had  fet  fail  from  Bouoi^for  the  Weft  Indies* 

In  the  mean  time,  fir  Henry  Clinton,  perceivii^  that 

no  efiential  (ervice  could  be  perf<^med  on  the  continent 

during  the  winter  feafon,  and  juftly  apprehenfive  of  the 

danger  to  which  the  Weft  India  Iflands  were  expofed, 

determined  to  iend  thither  a  force  fufficient  for  their  pro- 

nAthanisa  t^^iJoo*  A  detadbment  of  5000  excellent  troops,  tmder 

Cnfltfcnt   Sdajor  General  Grant,  were,  therefore,  put  on  board 

•|Mhe  Wefk  gj^^y  iranfports,  efcorted  by  five^men  of  war,  a  bomb- 

**•       ipeffel,  and  fome  frigates,  under  ^Commodore  Hotham; 

and  fet  fail  from  Sandy  Hook  the  very  day  that  d'Eftadng 

iailed  from  Bofion*    As  the  two  fteeis  itosred  the  iane 
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conrfe,  the7  failed  parallel,  and  voy  near  for  t  oontide*  CHAP. 
raUe  way,  without  having  any  knowledge  of  each  others  k!^^^ 
motions;  an  accident  very  fortonate  for  the  Britifli  fqua*  V^^y%# 
dron,  which  would  otherwife  have  been  in  great  dangef      ''''* 
from  the  fupericnr  force  of  d'Eftsung.  They  were  farther 
proteAed  by  a  violent  gale  of  wind^  which  difperfed  the 
French  fleet;  thoogh,  by  the  fuperior  flcill  of  the  Briti(b 
feamen,  Conunodcnre  Hotham's  was  kept  together,  and, 
having  thus  got  the  flart  of  the  French  admiral,  arrived 
frft  at  Barbadoes,  before  Admiral  Byroa  had  been  able  Dec  t«» 
to  quit  Rhode  liland. 

From  this  place  an  expe^tion  was  undertaken  againft 
St  Lucia,  and  put  in  execution  with  foch  rapicfity,  that 
the  troops  were  not  fuffered  to  hoKU— On  the  ijiti  of  Dm  i|« 
December,  they  reached  the  place  of  their  delBnadon,  ^^^^jjjj* 
when  the  referve  of  the  army,  confiffing  of  the  5th  regi*  d'Eft^ioa 
ment,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of  the  whole,  r^ciI^ 
mider  the  conmiand  of  Brig;adier  General  Meadows,  were 
landed  at  the  Grand  Cul-de-Sac  in  the  evening*  Th^ 
jawnrdiately  puihed  forward  to  the  heights  on  the  north 
fide  of  die  bay,  which  were  occupied  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Mioond,  the  French  commandant,  with  the  regular  forces 
nd  militia  of  the  ifl^nd ;  which  pofts,  thou^  naturally 
very  ftrong,  were  foon  taken ;  at  the  fame  time,  thejr 
defiroyed  a  foor-gun  battery,  and  took  a  iield  piece  which* 
had  very  moch  annoyed  them  durine  their  landing.  In 
the  mommg,  this  body  was  fupported  by  General  rrefcot- 
with  five  regiments,  who  inunediacely  advanced,  and  took 
pofieffion  of  the  little  capital  of  Morne  Fortune ;  the  go- 
vcmor  of  which,  the  Chevalier  de  ?4icond,  not  being  pof- 
lefled  of  any  force  able  to  cope  with  that  of  the  Britiih 
2K>w  on  the  ifland,  was  compelled  to  retire  from  poft  to  poft 
as  the  enemy  advanced. 

The  iaft  French  flag  which  appeared  among  the  hills 
had  fcarcely  been  ftruck,  when  d'Eftaing,  with  a  force 
vaftly  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Britifh  commanders,  was  dif- 
covered  bearing  dire^Uy  down  upon  the  ifland*  Befides 
his  own  fquadron,  confifling  of  12  fail  of  the  line,  he  was 
now  acoompamed  by  a  vaft  fleet  of  privateers  and  tranf- 
ports,  having  on  board  a  land  force  of  about  9000  men* 
A  great  part  of  thefe  had  been  brought  originally  from 
France;  the  remainder  were  compofedof  regulars  and 
voltoiteers  from  the  French  Weft  India  Iflands,  who,  as 
well  as  the  tranfports  and  cruizers,  had  beentoUeSed  in 
readinefs  to  join  him  at  Martinico ;  being  intended  for  th# 
immediate  redudion  of  the  Grenades,  and  of  the  liland 
of  St  Vincent's,  befides  the  expedlation  of  completely 
redttODg  all  the  Britiih  leeward  iflands.    By  the  way  he- 
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c  H  A  r.  raeeivad  intellmnce  of  the  attempt  on  St  tucia ;  a  dr- 

^J^^!lj  cumflancc  whioi  he  confidercd  as  the  moft  fortunate  that 

g       could  poilibly  have  happened,  as  it  feemed  to  afford  the 

^'    *      means  of  throwing  the  whole  Britifli  force  by  fea  and 

land  an  eafy  prey  into  his  hands.  Had  he  arrived  twenty^ 

four  hours  fooner,   indeed,   tins  muft  in  all  probability 

have  been  the  cafe ;  but  as  the  day  was  now  far  advanced^ 

he  delayed  beginning  ^is  operations  till  the  mombg* 

By  this  time,  however,  matters  were  in  a  very  different 
:  fituatioD.  The  fleet  were  in  the  fouthrcn  inlet,  called  by 
the  French  Grand  Cul-de-Sac,  the  tranfports  filling  this 
ifiterior  patt  of  the  bay,  and  the  (hips  of  war  drawn  up 
in  a  line  acrofs  the  entrance ;  which  was  ftiU  farther  fe« 
cured  by  a  battery  on  the  fouthem,  and  another  on  the 
nothem  and  oppoGte  point  of  land.  The  Careenage  bay^ 
which  kfd  upwards  to  the  capital,  lay  between  two  and 
three  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  Grand  Cul-dc-Sac  \ 
and  the  Peninfula  of  the  Viergie,  occupied  by  General 
Meadows,formed  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Careenage^ 
^nd  covered  its  entrance  <m  that  fide*  StiU  faurdier  to  me 
northward  lay  Choc  bay,  and  Grofs  Iflet  bay. 

During  the  night  the  tranfports  had  been  warped  into 
the  bottom  of  the  bay,  in  order  to  be  as  remote  from  dan- 
ger  aspoflfible,  while  tlie  (hips  of  wsir,  having  been  brought 
^ch  into  its  ftation,  formed  an  excellent  line  of  defence  tor 
^e  entrance  into  the  bay.  The  marine  force,  at  prefent 
oommanded  by  Admiral  Harrington,  confifted  only  of  hit 
own  flap,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of  74  guns,  the  Eioyne  of 
/  70,  St  Albans's  and  Nonfuch  of  64  each,  the  Centurion 
and  Ifis  of  50  each,  with  three  frigates.  He  himfelf  took 
the  poft  of  honour  on  the  outward  and  leeward  extremity 
of  the  line ;  the  Ifis,  fupported  by  the  frigates,  who  flank- 
ed the  paiTage  between  her  and  the  (hore,  was  ftationed 
in  the  oppoute  and  interior  angle  to  \s'indward. 

All  tins  time  d'Eftaing  feemed  to  have  remained  in  utter 
ignorance,  not  only  of  the  real  progrefs  the  Britifli  had 
made,  but  even  not  to  have  exercifed  bis  judgment  in  the 
formation  of  a  rational  conjeAure  about  what  they  might 
have  done.  Taking  it  for  granted,  therefore,  tliat  die 
Viergie,  and  pofts  adjacent,  were  (till  in  poffeiTion  of  his 
countrymen,  he  flood  in  with  his  whole  fleet  and  tranf- 
ports  for  that  bay-  He  was  foon  convinced  of  his  miftake, 
however,  by  a  well-<Ure6ted  fire  from  one  of  the  batteries 
againft  his  cnvn  fhip  the  Languedoc ;  by  which  he  was  fo 
much  difconcerted,  that  he  not  only  bore  away  immedi- 
.  ately,  but  he  feemed,  for  fome  time,  totally  at  a  lofs  what 
to  do.  At  laft  he  bore  down  with  ten  fail  of  the  line  upon 
the  Britifb  fquadron^  and  a  warm  engagement  enfued;  but 
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the  French,  finding  themfelves  unabte  to  make  any  im-  C  H  a  p« 
preflion  on  the  fleet  or  batteries  by  which  they  were  fup-      ^^'* 
ported,  were  at  laft  obliged  to  move  off.     At  four  in  the 
afternoon  he  renewed  the  attack  with  twelve  fail  of  the      '^^  ' 
line,  at  which  time  he  directed  his  attack  more  to  the 
righc,  fi-om  the  leeward  point  of  the  Britifh  line  to  its 
centre,  by  which  a  great  proportion  of  the  action  fell  upon      * 
Admiral  Barrington's  fhip.     This  ^ttaek  was  better  fup- 
ported,  and  longer  continued  than  the  former.   The  can- 
nonade was  exceedingly  heavy,  and  its  whole  weight 
concentred  within  a  narrower  fpace  than  before.  But  nei- 
ther the  change  of  poGtion,  nor  the  addidonal  force,  were 
capable  of  rendering  this  effort  more  fuccefsful.   After  a 
long  and  warm  engagement,  the  French  fleet  fell  evi- 
dently into  diforder,  and  retired  with  apparent  lofs,  and 
without  having  been  able  to  make  the  leaft  impreifion  on 
the  Britiih  line. 

Next  day  the  French  Admiral  fliewed  a  difpofition  to  Dec.  i(. 
hazard  a  third  attack,  but  at  length  abandoned  it,  and 
the  whole  fleet  plied  up  to  windward,  anchoring  in  the 
evening  off  Grofs  Met,  about  two  leagues  to  the  north- 
wsond*  That  night,  and  the  following  morning  d'Eilaing 
fpent  in  landing  his  troops  in  Choc  bay,  which  lay  between 
Grofs  Iflet  and  the  Careenage;  which  time  was  alfo  em- 
ployed by  the  Britiih  Admiral  in  preparing  for  every  pof* 
flUe  future  event,  in  warping  the  fliips  of  war  farther 
within  the  bay,  thereby  to  render  the  line  more  compaft 
and  firm,  and  in  conftru£ting  new  batteries  on  thofe  points 
of  land  which  covered  the  entrance.  The  clofe  connection 
and  mutual  participation  of  danger  and  fervice,  with  the 
depe^detiee  now  fiQsiifting  between  the  land  and  naval  de- 
pajptoienti,  united  the  whole  fo  clofely,  that  they  feemed 
^to  form  l^t  one  compaA  body ;  which,  being  farther  ce« 
mcsEited'  by  the  admirable  harmony  fubfifVing  between  thd 
cominanders  by  fea  and  land,  raifed  the  fpirits  of  the  men 
A>  high,  that  they  feemed  totally  to  forget  the  fuperiority 
of  the  enemy,  with  the  precarioufnefs  of  their  own  (itua« 
tion,  as  weU  as  to  be  infenfible  of  fuch  continued  duty^ 
fatigue,  and  hardfiiips,  as  would,  in  other  circumflances^ 
have  appeared  intolerable. 

The  country  which  was  now  to  be  the  fcene  of  adtion^ 
was  one  of  the  moft  difficult  and  impradicable  that  can  be 
imsLgined,  and  ef  confequence  gave  the  Bridih  an  immenfe 
advantage  over  the  aflailants.  It  prefented  no  regular  face, 
but  a  broken  and  confuted  congeries  of  fteep  and  abrupt 
hills,  fcattered  among  greater  mountains,  every  where 
interfered  by  narrow  winding  vallies,  deep  defiles,  and 
difficult  guUies.  General  Grant,  with  the  bulk  of  th^ 
V01..IL  C 
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CHAP,  forces,  occupied  all  the  ftrongholds  among  the  hills  on 
^^J^  either  fide  of  the  Grand  Cul-de-Sac ;  and  commanded^  by 
feveral  detached  pofts,  the  gfound  that  extended  from 
^  *  thence  to  the  Careenage,  wlSch  lay  at  about  two  miles 
diftance.  Beiides  the  battery  at  Viergie,  wliich  defend- 
ed the  entrance  into  the  bay,  and  checked  the  progrefs  of 
the  French  fleet,  as  we  have  feen,  the  troops  polTeiTed 
two  other  batteries^  near  the  bottom,  and  which  were  co- 
vered in  front  by  the  creek,  and  commanded,  in  a  confi- 
derable  degree,  the  land  approaclies  to  the  Viergie. 

In  this  peninfula  General  Meadows  was  ihut  up  with 
1 300  men,  without  any  poffibility  of  a  retreat ;  but  though 
inclofed  by  an  enemy  fo  much  fuperior  in  number,  the  ad- 
vantages he  derived  from  his  fituatbn,  and  the  goodnefs 
of  the  troops  were  fufficient  to  counterbalance  tlie  odds. 
Dec.  1 8,  On  the  i8th  of  December,  5000  of  tlie  bell  French 

troops  were  drawn  out  to  attack  Meadows  in  his  poft,  ancl 
advanced  in  three  columns  drawn  acrofs  the  lithiniis  that 
joins  the  peninfula  to  the  continent-  That  on  the  ri^ht 
was  led  by  d'Eftaing  in  perfon ;  the  centre  by  M.  Lovcn- 
dake ;  and  the  left  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  Governor 
of  Martinique.  On  their  near  approach,  however,  they 
were  enfiladed  by  the  batteries  already  mentioned ;  not- 
withftanding  which,  they  rulhed  to  the  attack  with  all  tlie 
impetuofity  which  chara^lerifes  their  nation-  They  were 
fuffered  to  advance  clofe  to  the  entrenchments  witliout 
oppodtion ;  during  all  which  time,  the  Britilh  front  line 
fired  but  once,  and  then  received  the  enemy  on  the  point 
of  the  bayonet.  The  fire,  at  fo  fmall  a  dillauce,  was  at* 
tended  with  a  di*eadful  cfFcd ;  notwithftanding  which,  the 
French  fupported  their  attack  with  great  refolution,  and 
did  not  retreat  till  they  had  fuffered  exceedingly.  Seventy 
of  them  are  faid  to  have  been  killed  on  the  entr«4ichment 
at  the  firft  oniet-  Not  difcouraged  with  this  bad  fuccefs, 
they  renewed  the  attack  with  frefh  impetuolity,  but  were 
cificountercd  with  the  fame  refoludon  and  determined  ob- 
stinacy by  the  befieged ;  and  though  they  had  fuffered  ex- 
tremely in  thefe  two  aflaults,  they  ftill  returned  a  third 
time  to  the  charge ;  but  they  were  now  tot;dly  routed,  and 
obliged  to  retire  in  the  greateft  diibrder,  leaving  their 
wounded  to  the  mercy  of  the  conquerors.  An  agreement, 
however,  was  almoft  infbntly  entered  rnto,  by  which  they 
were  permitted  to  bury  the  dead,  and  carry  off  their 
wounded,  d'Eftaing  having  rendered  himfelf  accountable 
for  the  number  of  the  latter  as  prilbners  of  war. 

On  (^  occafion  the  lofs  of  the  French  was  not  lefs  th^n 
400  kiUea,  11 00  wounded,  500  fo  defperately  that  the^ 
tvere  rendered  incapable  of  fervice*   Thai  of  tbeBritiik 
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«as  trifling ;  and  though  feveral  officers  were  wounded,  C  H  a  p. 
Dot  one  lolt  his  life.     D'Eliaing  continued,  ,in  a  flate  of      ^^'' 
feeming  icl-efoUition,  for  ten  days  longer  on  the  iiland,  ^'^'^^'^'^^ 
without  forming  any  apparent  plan,  or  making  the  final  1  ell      '^"^  * 
attempt  for  the  recovery  of  it,  though  his  marine  force  was 
hourly  increafed  by  the  number  of  French-  and  American 
privateers,  which  flocked  from  all  quarters  to  partake  of 
the  glor\%  as  well  as  expected  profit  of  \jit  enterprize.  At 
lail,  abandoning  St  Lucia  to  its  fate^  he  let  fail  on  the  28th 
of  the  month,  when,  to  add  to  his  difgrace,  the  Chevalier 
<ie  Micond,  witii  the  principal  inhabitants,  capitulated  be- 
fore the  French  fleet  was  out  of  light ;  and,  though  they 
were  now  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  conquerors,  they 
obtained  very  favourable  terms. 

In  other  refpefts,  however,  the  arms  of  France  were  Dominica 
attended  with  better  fuccefs.   The  Iflandof  Dominica  had  Jl^*"  ^^  **^* 
been  ceded  to  the  Britilh  Crown  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  as  Bouule. 
part  of  the  expences  of  the  war  of  1 755  ;  to  which,  how^ 
ever,  it  was  by  no  means  adequate,  even  when  added  to 
alLthe  other  cefiions  made  on  that  account.  Neverthelefs, 
it  was  in  itfelf  an  acqiiiiition  of  coniiderable  importance, 
and  was  rendered  more  fo  by  its  iituution  between  Marti - 
nico  and  Guadalope.     In  this  refpect  government  knew 
its  importance,  and  went  to  a  great  expence  in  fortifying  it, 
though  they  feemed  to  have  forgot,  that  fortifications, 
however  llrong,  required  men  to  defend  them.    Of  this 
inattention  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  governor  of  Martinico, 
being  apprifcd,  landed,  with  about  2000  men,  September 
7,1778,  under  cover  of  ibme  privateers  and  frigates,  with  sept  7. 
which  he  immediately  proca^cled  to  attack  the  different 
battei'ies  and  forts  by  fea,  as  his  troops  did  by  landt  The 
few  rcgulai"  troops  on  the  iiland,  amounting  only  to  about 
100  men,  with  the  militia  and  inhabitants  in  general,  did 
all  that  could  be  expe^^led  in  fach  circqmftances ;  but  the 
French  having  taken  thofe  detached  and  half-manned 
batteries  which  lay  tirft  in  ihe'u:  way,  and  afterwards  adi 
vanced  to  attack  the  little  capitalof  Rofeauby  fea  and  land, 
which  likewife  comprehended  the  principal  fortifications 
of  the  ifland,  Lieutenant-Governor  Stuart,  with  the  mi- 
litary  officers  and  council,   feeing  all  defence  fruitlefs, 
judged  it  neceflary  to  capitulate,  in  order  to  fave  the  uiha- 
bitants  from  plunder  and  rum. — ^The  terms  were  the  moft 
.  moderate  that  could  be  conceived ;  the  French  commander 
having  agreed,  notwithilanding  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  the 
^place,  to  almoit  eveicy  article  that  had  been  propofed  in  fa- 
vour of  the  inhabitants.  Befides  the  honours  of  war,  and 
the  liberty  of  retaining  their  arms,  with  the  fulleft  fecurity 
80  their  dftates,  property  of  every  fort^  as  well  as  rights. 
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CHAP.  privUeges,  and  hnnnmities,  they  were  allowed  to  retain 
^^''      their  civil  and  religbus  governments,  in  all  their  parts, 
^^^^'^y^^  with  all  their  laws,  cuftoms,  ordinances,  courts,  and  mbif- 
'^^  '     ters  of  jufticc,  until  the  condufion  of  the  war,  at  which 
time  they  were  to  have  it  in  their  choice  either  to  adhere 
to  their  own  form  of  polidcal  government,  or  to  accept  of 
that  eftabliihed  in  the  French  iflands.  In  either  cafe,  fuch 
of  the  inhabitant^  as  did  not  chufc  to  continue  under  ^ 
French  government,  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  fell  their  real 
and  perlonal  eftates»  and  to  retire  with  their  etfefts  whither 
they  pleafed.  In  fliort,  a  mere  change  of  fovereignty  was 
the  only  change  experienced  by  the  inhabitants  of  Domi- 
nica.    Not  the  leaft  diforder  or  pillage  was  permitted ; 
and,  in  lieu  of  plunder,  the  French  commander  rewarded 
his  troops  and  volunteers  with  a  confiderable  gratuity  in 
ready  money.  On  the  ifland  were  found  164  brafs  cannon, 
and  24  brais  mortars,  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  milir 
tery  {lores  and  ammunition :    the  public  etfefts,  with  the 
Britifh  veflcls  in  the  harbour,  alfo  became  a  prize  to  the 
conquerors.  The  Marquis  de  Bouille  remained  but  a  ihort 
time  on  the  ifland,  but  left  a  garrifon  of  1 500  men,  which, 
with  fuch  a  ftrength  of  artillery  and  fortification  as  they 
already  poffefled,  left  no  apprelicnfioii  of  any  future  attack. 
With  thelofsof  Dominica  on  the  part  of  Britain,  and  St 
Lucia  on  that  of  France,  the  military  operations  in  the 
Affiin  at     Weft  Indies  for  the  year  1778  were  concluded. — At  home 
torn*.         matters  wore  a  moft  unfavourable  afpe^.  The  vicinity  of 
France  had,  as  ufual  in  cafes  of  war  with  that  power,  pro- 
duced a  general  fear  of  an  invafion,  at  the  time  that  the 
whole  ftrength  of  the  nation  feemed  requifite  for  the  fuh- 
jedion  of  her  revolted  colonies,  and  the  defence  of  thofe 
..... .         foreign  pofieflions  which  ftill  remained.  To  euard  againft- 

bodied.  "US  event,  the  Engmh  miliua  were  called  forth  and  em- 
bodied 5  and,  being  joined  by  the  regular  forces,  formed 
camps  at  Winchefter,  Salifcury,  St  Edmondfbury  in  Suf- 
folk, Warley  Common  in  Effex,  and  Coxheath  in  Kent. 
But  there  was  little  dependence  on  this  defence,  the  hope 
of  the  nation  being  moft  properly  placed  on  that  powerful 
navy  which  had  been  fo  often  found  to  afford  an  effechial 
proteAion.  Unhappily,  however,  at  this  critical  juncbire, 
the  navy  was  by  no  means  found  to  be  in  the  fituation  held 
forth  by  miniftry ;  and  it  was  fome  time  before  any  great 
force  could  be  coUefted.  As  foon  as  this  could  be  done, 
Admiral  Keppel,  whofe  behaviour  in  the  former  war  had 
rendered  him  exceedingly  popular,  was  appointed  Com- 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  fleet  deftined  to  defend  this  ifland ; 
but  on  his  taking  upon  him  this  important  office,  he,  to  his 
Utter  aftoaiihment;  fowd  thattho-e  were  only  ftx  fail  of  the- 
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Snemanycoaditionforaaualfervice;  norwasthefituation  Chap; 
of  the  (hips  thcmfelvcs,  or  their  deficiency  rf  men,  mortf  vvJ15IL/ 
alarming  than  the  want  of  all  kinds  of  naval  ftorcs.  On  this  ^'^'^'^'^C^^^ 
occaiion  the  Admiral  adsd  with  fuch  prudence  and  cautioiti      '^^  * 
as  did  him  the  higheft  honour*  Inftead  of  making  any  public 
complaint,  which  could  only  have  increafed  the  genera!  alarms 
and  apprehenfion,  he,  without  any  noife,  urged  his  private 
^Ikations  to  the  Admiralty  with  fuch  dfFed,  that,  by  the 
middle  of  June,  he  was  enabled  to  put  to  fea  with  a  fleet  of 
to  fail  of  Ae  line,  and  a  promife  cf  fpeedy  reinforcement. 

At  the  head  of  the  fleet.  Admiral  Keppel  failed  from  Admiral 
Portfmouth  oa  the  X3th  of  June,  in  order  to  protet^  the  keppel  pan 
vaft  number  of  commercial   ihipping  expefted  firom  all  *®  ^^^  ^*^ 
parts  of  the  world,   and  at  the  fame  time  to  watch  the  fleeu*^*" 
motion  of  the  French  fleet  at  Breft. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Britilh  fleet  off  the  coaft  of  France, 
tvi'o  French  frigates  approached  it,  in  order  to  make  their 
obfervations.  Thefe  were  the  Licome  of  32  guns,  and 
the  Belle  Poule  of  26.  In  confequence  of  a  fignal  to  givc^ 
diafe,  the  Milford  frigate  overtook  the  Licorne  toward* 
the  clofe  of  the  da}'',  and  requefted  the  French  captain  to 
come  under  the  Britifh  Admiral's  item.  Upon  his  refufal, 
a  (hip  of  the  line  came  up,  and  compelled  him  to  come 
into  the  fleet.  Next  morning,  the  Licome  feeming  by 
her  motions  to  be  altering  her  courfe,  a  fhot  was  Srei 
acrofs  her  way  as  a  (ignal  for  keeping  it.  Hereupon  flie 
difcharged  a  broadfide,  and  a  volley  of  fmall  arms,  intty 
the  America  of  64  guns,  that  lay  clofe  to  her,  and  immt« 
diately  ftruck.  The  behaviour  of  the  French  captaiit 
was  the  more  aftonifhing,  as  Lord  Longford,  Captain  of 
the  America,  was  at  that  inftant  engaged  in  converfation 
with  him  in  terms  of  civility ;  but  though  fuch  behaviour 
certainly  merited  fevere  chaitifement,  no  hoitile  return- 
was  made. 

TheArtehufaof  26guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Mar-  Enpigement 
ftiall,  with  the  Alert  cutter,  was  meanwhUe  in  purfuit  of  ^^^^]^  ^'?* 
the  Belle  Poule,  that  was  aHb  accompanied  by  a  fchooner,  and  Amhu- 
and  the  chafe  was  continued  till  they  were  both  out  of  fa  frigatci. 
fight  of  the  fleet.     On  his  coming  up,  he  infermcd  the 
French  captain  of  his  orders  to  bring  him  to  the  Admiral, 
and  recpiefted  his  compliance.     This  being  refufed,    thcf 
Arethufa  fired  a  fliot  acrofs  the  Belle  Poule,  which  Ihtf 
returned  with  a  difcharge  of  her  broadfide.    The  engage- 
ment thus  begun,  contmued  more  than  two  hours  with* 
uncommon  warmth  and  fury. 

The  Belle  Poule  was  greatly  fupcrior  not  only  in  num. 
bcr  of  guns,  but  in  the  weight  of  her  metal :  her  guns' 
were  aU  12  pounders;  tho£e  of  the  Arethufa  only  fix^ 
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CHAP.  Notwithftanding  this  inferiority,  flic  maintained  fo  defpc- 

^"^^^  rate  a  iight,  that  the  French  frigate  fuifered  a  much  greater 

lofs  of  men  than  the  Britiili.     The  flain  and  wouiKled  on 

*^^  *      board  the  former,  anioiinted  by  their  own  account,   to 

near  loo;  on  board  the  latter,   they  were  not  half  that 

number. 

Captain  Fairfax  in  the  Alert,  during  the  engagement 
between  the  two  /rigates,  attacked  the  French  fchooner, 
which  being  of  much  the  fame  force,  the  difpute  continu* 
ed  two  hours  with  great  bravery  on  both  lides,  when  (he 
ftruck  to  the  Engliih  cutter- 

The  Arethufa  received  fo  much  damage,  that  flie  be-* 
came  almoit  unmanageable :  the  captain  endeavoured  to 
put  her  into  fuch  a  pofition,  as  to  continue  the  engage^ 
ment ;  but  was  unable  to  <lo  it*  Be'mg  at  the  fame  time 
i^on  the  enemy's  coaft,  and  dofe  on  the  ihore,  the  dan- 
ger of  grounding  in  fuch  a  (Ituation  obliged  him  toad  with 
'  the  more  caution,  as  it  was  midnight.  The  Belle  Poule', 
in  the  mean  time,  ftood  into  a  fmall  bay,  furrounded  with 
rocks,  where  ihe  was  protected  from  all  attacks-  She  had 
fuffered  fo  much,  that  the  captsun,  apprehending  that  fhe 
could  not  ftand  another  engagement,  had  reiblved,  in  cafe 
►  he  found  himfelf  in  danger  of  one,  to  run  her  aground  : 

but  her  fituation  prevented  any  fuch  attempt ;  and  as  foon 
as  it  was  day-light,  a  number  of  boats  came  out  from  ihore, 
.  and  towed  her  into  a  place  of  fafety-  Notwithftanding 
the  evident  and  great  fuperiority  on  the  fide  of  the  French, 
this  action  was  extolled  by  them  as  a  proof  of  fingular 
'  bravery,  and  the  account  of  it  received  with  as  much  tri- 

umph as  if  it  had  been  a  victory- 

On  the  iSth  of  June,  the  day  following  the  engage- 
ment with  the  Belle  Poule,  another  frigate  fell  in  with  the 
Britiili  fleet ;  and  was  captured  by  the  Admiral's  orders, 
on  account  of  the  behaviour  of  the  Licome. 

The  capture  of  thefe  French  frigates  produced  fuch 
intelligence  to  the  admiral,  as  proved  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance, at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  highly  alarming. 
He  was  informed  that  the  fleet  at  Breft  conlifted  of  32 
(hips  of  the  Une  and  1 2  frigates.  This  was  in  every 
refped  a  moft  fortunate  difcover>%  as  he  had  no  more  with 
him  than  20  (hips  of  the  line  and  three  frigates-  The 
fuperiority  of  the  enemy  being  fuch  as  neimerlkill  nor 
courage  could  oppofe  in  his  prefent  circumftances;  and  as 
the  confequence  of  a  defeat  muft  have  been  faul  to  this 
country,  he  thought  himfelf  bound  in  prudence  to  retvm 
Keppei  w-  to  Portfmouth  for  a  reinforcement.  Here  he  arrived  on 
^l^^  the  2  7 til  of  June,  and  remained  there  till  the  fliips  from 
the  Mediterranean^  and  the  Spaniili  and  Portuguefe  trade, 
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and  the  fuxnmer  fleet  from  the  JVeft  Indies  coining  home^  ^  MA  p, 
brought  him  a  fupply  of  feamen,  and  enabled  him  to  put  i^.y-lj 
to  fea  again  with  ten  fliips  of  the  line.    But  ftill  there  was      ^    g^ 
a  great  deficiency  of  frigates,  owjng  to  th6  great  numbers  *     v 

that  were  on  the  American  ftation,  and  the  neceffity  of         ^ 
maoning  the  fhips  of  the  line  preferably  to  all  others. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  preparations  at  Breft  being  fully 
completed,  the  French  fleet  put  to  fea  on  the  8th  of  July. 
It  confifted  of  32  fail  of  the  line,  befides  a  large  number 
of  frigates*  Count  d'Orvilliers  commanded  in  chief. 
The  other  principal  officers  in  this  fleet  were,  Counts 
DuchafFault,  de  Guichen,  and  de  GraiTe ;  Monfieur  de 
Rochechoart,  and  Monfieur  de  laMotte  Piquet.  A  Prince 
of  the  blood  royal  had  alfo  been  fent  to  ferve  on  board 
this  fleet ;  this  was  the  Duke  of  Chartres,  fon  and  heir  to 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  firll  Prince  of  the  blood  royal  of 
France  in  the  collateral  line.  He  commanded  one  of  the 
(fiviiions  in  quality  of  admiral. 

On  the  9th  day  of  July  the  Britifh  fleet  failed  out  of  Portf-  Puu  to  fM 
mouth  in  three  divifions ;  the  firft  commanded  by  Sir  Ro-  ^^*  W*^ 
bert  Harland,  the  third  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  the  ^ 
centre   by    Admiral  Keppel,  accompanied  by    Admiral 
Campbell,  an  officer  of  gre^  courage  and  merit.     The 
French  had  been  informed  that  the  Britiih  fleet  was  greatly 
bferior  to  their  own  which  was  but  too  true  at  the  time 
when  they  received  this  information.     Being  yet  unap* 
prifed  of  the  reinforcement  it  was  returoed  with^  d'Or« 
Tilliers  failed  at  firft  in  queft  of  it,  intending  to  attack  it 
while  in  the  weak  condition  it  had  been  reprelented  to  him. 

As  the  Britifli  admiral  was  equally  intent  on  coming  to 
action  as  foon  as  poffible,  they  were  not  long  before  mey 
met.  On  the  ct3d  of  July  they  came  in  fight.  But  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Britiih  (hips  foon  convinced  the  French  admiral 
of  hismiftake,  and  he  immediately  determined  to  avoid  an 
engagement  no  lefs  cautioufly  than  he  had  eagerly  fought 
itl^ibre. 

Herein  he  was  favoured  by  the  approach  of  night:  All 
diatcoald  be  done  on  the  part  of  the  Brttiih  was  to  form 
die  line  of  battle  in  expectation  that  the  enemy  would  do 
die  fame.  During  the  night  the  wind  changed  fo  favoura. 
\Af  for  the  French,  as  to  give  them  the  weather-gage.  This 
patting  the  choice  of  coming  to  action,  or  of  declining  it, 
entirely  in  their  own  power,  deprived  the  Britifh  admiral 
of  the  oj^nuriity  of  forcing  them  to  engage,  as  he  had 
pfopofiad* 

During  the  fpace  of  four  days,  the  French  had  the  op- 
toon  of  coming  to  adion ;  but  conflantly  exerted  their  ut- 
wA  csre  wd  induftry  to  avoid  it.  The  Britiih  fleet  conti- 
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CHAP,  nuedthe  whde  time  beating  up  ^ainft  the  wmA^  evidently 
^^j^J*  with  a  refolution  to  attack  them.  But  notwichibmding  th^ 
vigour  and  (kill  manifefted  in  tliis  purfuit,  the  Bridih  admi- 
^^^*  rat  had  tlft  mortification  to  fee  his  endeavours  continually 
eluded,  by  the  vigilance  and  precaution  of  the  enemy  not 
to  lofe  the  leaftadvanuge  that  wind  and  weather  could 
afford. 
Ingsfcfthc  The  chafe  lafted  till  the  a  7th  of  July.  Between  tea 
rrench  2nd  eleven  in  the  morning,  an  alteration  of  wind  and 
*^»J"y  weather  occaTioned  feveral  motions  in  both  fleets,  that 
brought  them  unintentionally  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
and  chiefly  through  the  dexterous  management  of  the 
Britifh  admiral,  fo  near  each  other,  that  it  was  no  longer 
in  their  power  to  decline  an  engagement.  Both  fleets 
were  now  on  the  fame  tack.  Had  they  fo  remained,  the 
Bridfh  fleet,  on  coming  up  with  the  French,  would  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  a  fair  engagement,  fhip  to  ihip, 
which  would  hardly  have  failed  of  proving  very  decifive  : 
but  this  was  a  manner  of  combating  quite  contrary  to  the 
wiflies  of  the  French  admiral.  Inftead  of  receiving  the 
Britifh  fleet  in  this  poTition,  as  foon  as  he  found  that  an 
aftion  muft  enfue,  he  put  his  fliips  on  the  contrary  tack, 
that,  failing  in  oppoTite  diredions,  they  might  only  fire  at 
each  other  as  they  paffed  by.  By  this  meaofis  a  clofe  and 
fidelong  a£tion  would  be  effedhially  evaded.  As  foon  as 
the  van  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  confifting  of  Sir  Robert  Har- 
land's  divifion,  came  up,  diey  direAed  their  fire  upon  it, 
but  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  make  any  impreffion.  The 
fire  was  not  returned  by  the  Britiih  fliips  till  they  came 
clofe  up  to  the  enemy,  and  were  fure  of  doing  execution. 
In  this  manner  they  all  pafled  clofe  alongfide  each  other 
in  oppofite  direAbns,  making  a  very  heavy  and  defiruftive 
fire. 

The  centre  divifion  of  the  Britiih  line  having  pafled  the 
rearmoft  fliips  of  the  enemy,  the  firft  care  of  the  admiral 
was  to  effeft  a  renewal  of  the  engagement,  as  foon  as  the 
fhjpsof  the  different  fleets,  yet  in  action,  had  got  ckar  of 
^ch  other  refpedively.  Sir  Robert  Harbnd,  with  (otne 
flaps  of  his  dnrifion,  had  already  tacked^  and  .fliood  to- 
wards the  French ;  but  the  remaining  part  of  the  fleet 
had  not  yet  tacked,  and  fom^  were  dropped  to  leeward^ 
and  repairing  the  damages  they  had  received  in  the  a^on« 
His  own  ihip,  the  Vi^ory,  had  fufltTed  too  much  to  tack 
about  infiantly ;  and  had  he  done  it,  he  would  have  thrown 
the  fhips  aftcrn  of  him  into  diforder*  As  foon  as  it  was  prac 
ticable,  however,  the  Victory  wore,  and  flieered  again  upon 
the  enemy  before  any  other  ihip  of  the  centre  divifion ;  of 
which  noc  above  three  or  four  were  able  to  do  the  fame. 
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The  other  fliips  not  having  recovered  their  ftations  near  CHAP.* 
enough  to  fupport  each  other  on  a  renewal  of  aftion,  in  x^^^Lj 
order  to  collect  them  more  readily  for  that  piirpofe,  he  made 
the  iignal  for  the  line  of  battle  a-hfead-  It  was  iio\v  three 
in  the  afternoon ;  but  the  fhips  of  the  Britlfli  fleet  had  not 
fttfiiciently  regained  their  totions  to  engage.  The  VidVory 
laynearellihe  enemy,  with  the  four  ihips  abox'e-mentioned, 
and  feven  more  of  8ir  Robert  Harland's  divifion.  Thefe 
twelve  were  the  only  Ihips  in  any  condition  for  immediate 
fcrvice-  Of  the  others  belonging  to  the  centre  and  to  Sir 
Robert  Harland's  divilion,  three  were  a  great  way  aftem, 
and  live  at  a  confiderable  dillance  to  leeward,  much  difabled 
in  their  rigging. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  who  commanded  the  rear  divifion 
doring  the  time  of  action,  in  which  he  behaved  with  fignal 
bravery,  came  of  coude  the  luft  out  of  it ;  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  Admiral's  fignal  for  the  line,  was  to  have  led 
the  van  on  renewing  the  tight ;  but  his  dixafion  was  upon 
a  cotitrary  tack,  and  was  entirely  out  of  the  line-  The 
French,  on  the  ether  hand,  expeiiling  direftly  to  be  re- 
attacked,  had  clofed  together  in  tacking,  and  were  now 
fpreading  themfelves  into  a  line  of  battle-  On  difcovering 
the  pofition  of  the  Britiih  fhips  that  were  fallen  to  leeward, 
they  immediately  itood  towards  them,  in  order  to  cut  them 
(tf.  Tins  obliged  the  x^dmiral  to  wear  and  to  fteer  athwart 
the  enemy's  foremoft  divifion,  in  order  to  fecure  them ;  di- 
refting,  at  the  fame  time,  Sir  Robert  Harland  to  form  his 
divifion  in  a  line  aftem,  in  order  to  face  the  enemy  till  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  could  come  up,  and  enable  him  to  aft  more 
effedcally. 

The  Admiral,  in  moving  to  theproteftion  of  the  leeward 
(hips,  was  now  drawing  near  the  enemy.  As  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 
lifer ftill  continued  to  windward,  he  made  a  fignal  for  all 
the  (liips  in  that  polition  to  come  into  his  wake.  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  repeated  this  fignal ;  but  it  was  unluckily  mif- 
taken  by  the  Ihips  of  his  divifion  as  an  order  to  come  into 
his  own  wake,  which  they  did  accordingly ;  and  as  he  ftill 
remained  in  his  pofition,  they  retained  theirs  of  courfe. 

Shr  Robert  Harland  was  now  directed  to  take  his  ftation 
a-head,  and  the  fignal  repeated  for  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  di- 
vifion  to  come  into  his  wake ;  but  this  fignal  was  not  com- 
plied with,  any  more  than  a  verbal  meffage  to  that  purpofe, 
snd  other  fubfequent  fignals  for  that  divifion' s  coming  into 
its  ftation  in  the  line,  before  it  was  too  late  to  recommence 
any  operations  againft  the  enemy. 

In  the  night,  the  French  took  the  determination  to  put  Freo«h  fle^ 
it  wholly  out  of  the  power  of  the  Britiih  fleet  to  attack  gjjjj^  ^^^ 
thema  fecond  time.  For  this  pupofe,  thr^e  of  their  fwifceft 
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failing  VefieU  were  fixed  in  the  ftations  occupied  during  the 
day  by  the  three  admirals  iliips  of.  the  refpc6tive  diviltons, 
with  lights  at  the  niaft^heads,  to  deceive  the  Briiiih  fleet 
into  the  belief  that  the  French  fleet  kept  its  poiition  witlr 
an  intent  to  light  next  )noming>  Proteded  by  this  Ihrata- 
geniy  the  remainder  of  the  French  fleet  drew  off,  unper- 
ceived  and  unl  ufpctted,  during  the  night,  and  retired  with 
all  fpeed  towards  Ureit  They  continued  this  retreat  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  following  day,  and  entered  that  pore 
iu  the  evening*  Their  departure  was  not  difcoverjed  till 
break  of  day ;  but  it  was  too  late  to  purfue  them,  as  they 
were  only  difcernible  from  the  malt-heads  of  the  largelt 
fliips  in  the  Britifh  fleet.  The  three  (hips  that  had  re- 
mained  with  the. lights  were  purfued:  but  the  veAels  that 
chaced  them  were  ib  unable  to  overtake  them,  from  the 
damages  they  had  received  in  the  preceding  day's  engage- 
ment, that  they  were  quickly  recalled ;  and  the  Admiral 
made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Plymouth,  as  being  the  neareft 
port,  in  order  to  put  his  fleet  into  a  proper  condition  to  re- 
turn in  quell  of  the  enemy. 

The  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Britifli  fleet . 
amounted  to  fomewhat  more  than  500 ;  but  the  French^ 
it  has  been  allerted  on  grounds  of  great  credibility,  loll 
3000.  This  appears  the  lefs  improbable,  from  the  confide- 
ration  that  the  French,  in  all  their  naval  engagements,  aim 
principally  at  the  mall  and  riggmg,  and  the  Britiih  chiefly 
at  the  bodv  of  the  fliips* 

This  addon,  whatever  might  have  been  the  merit  of  the 
commanders,  proved  a  fource  of  the  moll  fatal  animofities. 
The  bulk  of  the  nation  had  fo  long  been  accultomed  to  hear 
of  great  and  glorious  victories  at  lea,  that  it  w  as  fuj>poi*ed 
a  kind  of  impollibility  for  a  I'rench  and  Britifh  fleet  to  en- 
counter  without  the  total  ruin  of  the  former-  The  event 
of  ihelall  engagement,  therefore,  became  an  ohjectoi  very 
fevere  criticiim ;  and  complaints  were  made,  that,  througli 
the  bad  condudl  of  the  blwe  divifion,  an  opponunity  had 
been  loil  of  gaining  a  complete  victory  over  the  French 
fleet.  Thefe  complaints  were  quickly  introduced  into  the 
public  papers ;  and  were  carried  on  with  a  warmth  and 
vehemence  that  fet  the  whole  nation  mto  a  ferment  of  the 
moll  violent  and  outrageous  nature-  The  friends  of  Sir 
Hugh  Falhfer,  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  w  ere  no  lefs 
violent  in  the  defence  of  his  conduft,  than  his  opjwnents 
were  in  its  condemnation ;  while  thofe  who  efjx)ufed  the 
caufe  of  the  Admiral,  manifefted  no  lefs  determination  in 
accufing  him  of  being  the  real  caufe  of  the  efcape  of  the 
French  fleet  through  his  difobedience  of  the  fignals  and 
orders  of  his  commander,  and  by  remaining  ai  a  diHance 


G  £  O  K  G  £    m.  i^ 

wh  Ws  dtvifion,  inftead  of  ccwiiing  to  the  affiftance  of  the  C  H  A  F. 
reft  of  the  fleet-  vJ^^^ 

An  accufation  of  fo  weighty  a  nature  very  much  alarmed 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer :  he  therefore  applied  to  Admiral  Keppel  CondJa  «€ 
for  a  juftification  of  his  conduA ;  and  required  of  him  to  Sir  Hui^ 
fign  and  publHh  a  paper  relative  to  the  engagement  of  ***^^^*'- 
tte  27th  of  July;  therein  fpecifying,  as  a- fa6t,  that  he 
did  not  intend  by  his  fignals  on  the  evening  of  that  day 
to  renew  the  battle  then,  but  tcrbe  in  readinefsfor  it  the 
next  morning*  f 

On  the  rejeftion  of  this  demand^  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
puUiifaedy  in  one  of  the  daily  pape!^,  a  variety  of  circum- 
flances  concerning  that  engagement ;  reflec'ting  feverely 
on  the  conduA  6f  the  Admiral^  and  prefacing  the  whole 
by  a  letter  (igned  with  his  name*  ^ 

An  attack  fo  public^  and  fo  detrimental  to  his  charaAer, 
induced  Admiral  Keppel  to  declare  to  the  Admiralty^  that,  < 

unlefs  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  (hould  explain  this  matter  to  his 
fad&faAion^  he  could  not^  confidently  with  his  reputation^  I 

ever  aft  conjointly  with  him.  4 

This  altercation  happening  before  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liamenty  was  of  courfe  taken  notice  of  when  it  met.  In 
die  Houfe  of  Peers  an  inquiry  was  demanded  into  the 
conduA  of  the  commanders  of  the  fleet  on  the  27th  of 
July,  on  tccount  of  the  declaration  of  Admiral  Keppel,  ^ 

that  he  would  not  refume  the  command  until  fuch  an  in*  t 

quiry  had  taken  place- 
In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  alfo  it  was  urged,  that  as 
Admiral  Keppel  had  exprefled  a  public  refufal  to  ferve  in  »• 

conjuni^on  with  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  *^ 

declaration  ought  to  be  inveftigated.  Admiral  Keppel  and 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  who  were  both  prefent  in  the  Houfe 
on  this  occalion,  fpoke  feveratly  to  the  point  in  queflioa 
b  iupport  of  their  refpeftive  conduft.  The  iffuc  of  the 
toRXdlt  between  them  was,  that  a  motion  was  made  for  an  ^ 

addrefs  to  the  Crown,  to  bring  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  a  trial 
hr  his  behaviour  in  the  late  engagement  with  the  French 
Beet.  In  anfwcr  to  tWs  motion,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  replied, 
m  a  ipeech  of  great  warmth  and  vehemence,  that  he  had 
already  demanded  and  obtained  a  Court-martial  to  fit  on  '*''* 

Adnxiral  Keppel,  whom  he  charged  with  having,  through 
his  mifcondu£l,  caufed  the  failure  of  fuccefs  in  that  en- 
gagement. 

This  intelligence  was  received  with  great  aftomfhment 
in  the  houfe*  It  had  been,  and  ftill  continued  to  be,  the 
cencral  deiire  of  individuals  of  all  parties  to  heal  this 
breach  between  the  two  officers  at  a  time  When  the  fer. 
^Tccs  of  both  were  fo  much  needed.  It  was  therefore  with 
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CHAP,  oniverfal  concern  the  Houfc  was  informed  of  the  determi* 
^^"^  nadon  that  had  been  been  taken  to  bring  Admiral  Keppel 
to  a  trial-  The  Admiral,  however,  conduded  himfelf  on 
'^^  this  occafion  with  remarkabic  temper  and  coolnefs  of  ex^ 
preflion.  He  acquiefced  without  rehi^tance  in  the  orders 
that  had  been  laid  upon  him  to  prepare  for  a  trial  of  his 
conduft ;  which  he  hoped  would  -not,  upon  bquiry,  appear 
to  have  been  difhonounible  or  injurious  to  his  country, 
any  more  than  difgraceful  to  himfelf. 

The  conduft  of  the  Bpard  of  Admiralty,  in  admitting 
the  charges  againft  Admiral  Keppel,  and  appointing  a  trial, 
was  greatly  condemned  in  the  Houfe-  It  was  faid  to  have 
been  their  duty  to  have  laboured  with  the  utmoft  car- 
neftnefs,  and  exerted  their  wlrole  official  influence,  to  ftiflc 
-  this  unhappy  difagreement  between  two  brave  and  valu- 
able  men;  the  confequences  of  which  tliey  well  knew, 
and  ought  to  have  obviated,  by  interpoiing  as  recon- 
ciliators,  inftead  of  promotbg  the  difpute,  by  confenting 
to  bring  it  to  a  judicial  and  public  bearing.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  anfwered,  that  they  could  not  confiftently 
with  the  impartiality  which  they  owed  to  every  officer  of 
the  navy,  refufe  to  receive  all  matters  of  complaint  relat- 
ing to  fubjeds  of  their  department.  They  had  no  right 
to  decide  on  the  merits  of  any  cafe  laid  before  them,  but 
were  bound  to  refer  it  to  a  court  compofed  of  naval  of- 
iicerS;  who  were  the  only  proper  and  competent  judges  of 
each  other^s  condud  in  profeffional  matters.  In  confor- 
mity with  thefe  principles,  which  were  founded  upon  the' 
cleareft  equity,  they  left  the  deciiion  of  the  prefent  alter- 
cation to  the  gentlemen  of  the  navy,  whofe  honour  and 
integrity  in  all  inftauces  of  this  kind  had  never  been  call- 
ed  in  queftion,  and  by  whofe  verdicl  abne  it  was  but 
juft  and  reafonable  that  every  officer  in  that  line  of  fer- 
vice  ihould  wi(h  to  (land  or  fall. 

The  arguments  upon  this  ^bjeA  were  urged  with  great 
heat  and  violence  on  both  {ides.    They  produced  uncom- 
mon animoQty  and  rancour,  and  gave  rife  to  a  fpirit  of 
coptention  that  ditfufed  itfelf  through  all  clafles  of  fociety. 
Such  was  the  height  of  paflion  that  prevailed  every  where, 
that  the  critical  circumftances  of  the  nation  were  wholly 
forgotten,  and  the  attention  of  the  public  entirely  ahforb- 
ed  in  this  fatal  difpute*    Individuals  of  all  ranks  and  all 
profeffions  engaged  in  it  with  as  much  zeal  as  if  they  had 
been  perfonally  concerned  in  the  ilfue.  The  diifatisfedlion 
that  was  excited  upon  this  occafion  among  the  upper 
Memerul     clafles  in  the  navy,  appeared  in  a  memorial  prefented  to 
S^^Ki^  h    *®  '^*"g  ^  twelve  of  the  oldeft  and  moft  diftinguilhed  ad- 
XI  AdaLfs  mirals^  at  the  head  of  whom  was  the  name  of  Lotd  Hawk6« 
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The  conduftof  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was  therein  condemned  CHAP, 
without  referve ;  that  of  the  Admiralty  itfclf  was  fevcrely  ^^t5iL# 
cenTuredy  as  having  eftahliihed  a  precedent  pregnant  with  ^ 

the  moll  ruinous  confequences  to  the  naval  fervice  of  the 
kingdom.  By  the  meafure  it  had  now  adopted,  that  Board 
had  i'ubmitted  to  become  the  inftniment  of  any  individual 
who  might  be  prompted  by  iniquitous  motives  to  deprive 
the  navy  of  its  beft  and  higheft  officers.  It  was  a  deftruc^ 
tive  violaiion,  they  faid,  of  all  order  and  difcipline  in  the 
navy^  to  permit  and  countenance  long  concealed,  and  af- 
terwards  precipitately  adopted  charges^  and  recriminatory 
accuiations  of  fubordinate  officers  againil  their  commanders 
in  chief*  It  was  no  lefs  improper  and  fcandalous,  to  fuffer 
men  at  once  in  high  civil  office,  and  in  fubordinate  com- 
mand, previous  to  their  making  fuch  accufations,  to  at** 
tempt  to  corrupt  the' judgment  of  the  public,  by  publifhing 
libds  on  their  officers  in  a  common  newfpaper,  which 
.tended  at  once  to  excite  diilendons  in  the  navy,  and  to 
prejudice  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  to  try  the  merits 
of  the  accufation  againft  the  fuperior  officer. 

It  was  remarkable  in  this  memorial,  that  the  majority 
of  thofe  who  fubfcribed  it  were  not  only  officers  of  the 
firft  rank  and  importance  in  the  navy,  but  unconne£led 
with  the  Oppofition,  and  attached  by  various  motives  to 
the  Court  aiul  Miniflry.  This  evinced  their  conduA  in 
the  prefect  inftance  to  have  been  uninfluenced  by  confi* 
deration  of  party* 

No  buiinefs  of  any  confequence  was  agitated  in  either 
af  the  Houfes  of  Parliament  while  the  tri^  continued. 
It  began  upon  the  7th  of  January  1779,  and  lafted  more  1779. 
than  a  month,  not  ending  till  the  nth  day  of  February 
enfuing.  After  a  long  and  accurate  inveftigation  of  every  Admiral 
fpecies  of  evidence  tliat  could  be  produced,  rfie  Court-mar-  !$,^e^  wdT 
dal  acquitted  Admiral  Keppel  of  all  the  charges  that  had  thanked. 
been  brought  againit  him  in  the  moft  com|dete  and  ho- 
nourable manner.  He  was  declared  to  have  adbed  the  part 
of  a  judicious,  brave,  and  experienced  officer ;  and  the 
accufation  was  condemned  in  the  moft  fevere  manner* 

Both  houfes  of  parliament  voted  him  their  thanks  for 
the  eminent  fervices  he  had  performed,   and  the  city  of 
London  beftowed  every  honour  and  mark  of  refpeA  in  its 
power  on  this  favourite  admiral*  But  notwithftanding  the  s;r  Hugh 
hi^  degree  of  national  iavour  and  efteem  in  wluch  Ad-  Paiiifcr  re* 
miral  Keppel  now  ftood,   he  thought  it  prudent  to  with-  emp'oy-^** 
draw  from  a  fituation  wherein  he  found  himfelf  not  oc-  menta.  and 
ceptable  to  thofe  in  power,  by  refigning  his  command.      *"  ^'^**  '^y  * 

In  the  mean  time  the  vice-admiral  felt  himfelf  in  the  ti^TInTacr 
JDoft  difagreeable  dtuauon*     Bebg  now  the  obje<5l  of  al-  ^uitud. 
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C  H  A  ^.  moft  univerfal  o^um,  he  was  obliged  not  only  to  fubmk 
^;]"'  to  every  inconvenience  refulting  from  the  loft  of  public 
favour,  but  to  give  up  tliofe  oi&ces  he  enjoyed,  and  from 
*^^**  which  he  derived  very  confiderable  emolument.  On  the 
very  day  on  which  the  fentence  of  the  Court-martial  was  ^ 
difdofed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  notice  was  given  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  refigned  his  feat  at  the  Admiralty 
Board,  alfo  his  Lieutenknt-GeneraUhip  of  marines,  and 
his  government  of  Scarborough  Caftle ;  that  he  had  like- 
wife  vacated  his  feat  in  Parliament ;  and  only  retained 
his  Vice* Admiralihip  as  a  qualification  for  a  trial  by  Court- 
martial,  which  the  Admiralty  had  ordered  to  be  held  up- 
on him* 

The  event  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  trial  was  likewife  ho- 
nourable, and  it  was  declared  he  had  done  his  duty  in 
every  refpeft ;  that  indeed  he  might,  fome  way  or  other, 
have  acquainted  the  Commander  in  Chief  with  the  difabled 
fituation  of  his  fhip,  (the  Formidable) ;  however,  that  his 
not  doing  fo  was  not  to  be  accoimted  a  fault  or  negictt 
worthy  of  any  degree  of  cenfure. 
epCT«<^<        By  this  time  the  flames  of  war  had  involved  the  moft 
ifc  the  £aft  diftgnt  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  the  Eaft  Indies  were 
177*1!'        J^ow  become  the  fcene  of  hoftility  no  lefs  than  Europe 
and  America* — ^The  Engliili  Eaft  India  Company,  well 
aware  of  the  little  dependence  they  could  put  on  the  fide- 
lity  and  honour  of  th«  French,  determined  to  be  before- 
hand with  them  in  their  own  defence-    Accordingly,  foon 
^       »fter  the  delivery  of  the  French  refcript,  they  refolved  to 
attempt  fomethingdecifive ;  and  fo  fecret  was  every  thing 
kept,  with  regard  to  this  expedition,  that  it  was  not  even 
known  in  Britain,   imtil  the  accounts  of  its  fuccefs  were 
returned  from  India* 
Fbndicherry      ^^  grand  object  was  the  reduftion  of  Pondfcherry, 
fcduced  by    for  whicli  orders  were  fent  to  the  council  of  Madrafs ; 
Wijor  Mon-  ^j^  xhek  inftructions  having  luckily  been  conveyed  with 
unufual  celerity,  the  expedition  was  fct  about  in  the  be- 
Aaguft  8.     gij^™"g  of  Auguft  1778.   On  the  8th  of  that  month,  Ma- 
jor-General Monro,  the  commander  of  the  Company's 
troops  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,   had  affembled  the 
force  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  on  a  fpot  of  ground  called 
the  Red  Hill,    within  four  miles  of  the  city ;  but  it  was 
near  a  fortnight  afterwards  before  he  was  enabled  to  in- 
vert the  fortrefs  clofely ;  nor  could  the  trenches  be  open- 
^c^si^^  ed  before  the  6th  or  7th  of  September.     In  the  mean 
TawatA       tbne  Sir  Edward  Vemoo,  who  commanded   the  Britifh 
Vernon  and  marine  force  in  thofe  parts,   had  faded  from  Madrafs, 
iaiiv.  "*"*    towards  the  end  of  July,  with  a  view  to  block  up  the 
Aufttft  10.    place  by  fea*  He  had  fcarcely  arrived  in  his  ilation,  when 
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he  was  attacked  by  a  French  fquadron  under  M.  Tnm-  CHAP* 
joDy,  whofe  fiiips  were  equal  in  number^  but  greatly  fu»  ^^^^JL. 
perior  in  force.     A  very  Iharp  engagement  enfued^  which  ^ 

terminated  in  no  deciiive  victory  on  either  fide.  The  *'' 
French,  however,  I'eem  to  have  been  ienfible  that  a  re- 
newal of  the  combat  muft  have  proved  fatal  to  them,  as^ 
after  refitting  at  Pondicberry,  they  chofe  rather  to  aban* 
don  the  town  to  its  fate,  than  renew  the  engagement  •  fo 
that  the  place  was  now  clofely  blocked  up  both  by  fea  and. 
land. 

In  thefe  luifortunate  cii^ciimftances,  the  batteries  ofScpt,  itv 
the  befiegers  were  opened  on  the  1 8  th  of  S'eptember,  and 
a  heavy  fire  kept  up  from  28  pieces  of  cannon  and  27 
mortars.  The  garrifon,  however,  under  M*  de  Belle^ 
combe,  the  governor  of  the  town,  and  commandant  of  all 
the  French  fcttlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  made  a  gallant 
defence :  and  though  the  powerful  artillery  of  the  be* 
fiegers  foon  gained  an  evident  fupcriority,  and  they  were 
indefatigable  in  carrying  on  their  approaches,  the  afliduity 
and  vigilance  of  the  garrifon  prevented  them  from  obtain* 
Ing  any  fudden  or  deciiive  advantage.  By  the  middle  of 
October  the  Britifh  fire  had  made  fuch  imprcfiion,  that  an 
attack  on  the  body  of  the  place  was  practicable.  A  gal-, 
fery  had  been  puihed  into  the  ditch  of  the  town  on  the 
fouth  fide ;  a  practicable  breach  was  made  in  one  baf* 
tion;  the  faces  of  the  adjacent  baftions  ruined;  and  a 
bridge  of  boats  prepared  for  pafling  the  ditch. — ^Threc 
attacks  were,  therefore,  refolved  upon  at  once,  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  Sir  Edward  Vernon's  marines,  and  aoo  fea* 
men.  The  defign  was,  however,  prevented  for  the  prc- 
lent,  by  an  exceeding  heavy  rain,  which  occafioned  a  vio. 
lent  fwell  of  the  water  in  the  ditch  on  the  day  before^  thC' 
intended  aOault ;  but  as  the  damage  done  on  this  occafion 
was  quickly  repaired,  and  a  new  affault  propofed  in  a  few 
days,  the  French  commander,  perceiving  his  fituation  to 
be  abfolutely  hopelefs,  propofed  a  capitulation,  which  was  o^ikaber  16. 
granted  upon  honourable  terms.  A  very  numerous  artil- 
lery, amounting  in  all  to  300  pieces,  ferviceablc  and  un- 
fcrviceable,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors.  All 
public  property  underwent  the  fame  fate ;  but  whatever 
was  private  was  fecured  to  the  owners.  The  Company's 
troops  €Xi  this  occafion  amounted  to  10,500,  the  garrifon 
to  near  ;?ooo ;  of  the  former  244  were  killed,  and  693 
wounded ;  the  latter  had  200  killed,  and  480  womided. 

By  this  difafter,  the  French  power  in  the  Eaft  Indies  Operations 
was  annihilated  at  once,  and  the  reft  of  their  fettlements  i^jj^^^J^** 
quickly  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifli.     We  muft  how, 
however    turn  our  eyes  ui  the  oppolite  quarter  of  the 
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CHAP:  fflbbey  where  we  left  the  baffled  commander,  Admiral 
^^J^  d'Eftaing,  flying,  from  a  very  inferior  enemy  at  St  Lucia. 
After  his  repulfe  from  thence,  he  retired  to  the  ifland  of 
Martinico,  >\bere  Admiral  Byron,  who  had  now  joined 
the  fleet  under  Admiral  Barrington,  and  taken  the  com- 
mand of  it,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  provoke  him  to  an  en- 
gagement, as  the  jundtion  of  the  Britiih  fquadronshad  now 
given  them  a  fuperiority  in  that  quarter*  Reinforcements 
indeed  foon  ariived  to  both  fleets  under  the  command  of' 
Rowley  and  de  Grafle ;  but  as  this  left  matters  much  in 
the  fame  iiate  as  before,  d'Eftaing  (till  adhered  to  his 
former  plan,  until  the  departure  of  the  Britiih  fleet,  in 
order  to  convoy  a  very  valuable  one  of  merchants  iliips, 
enabled  him  to  ftrike  a  bold  ftroke  by  the  reduflion  of  St 
StVincenft  Vinccut's.  For  this  purpofe  he  fent  the  Chevalier  de 
nkenbythe  Bumain,  a  lieutenant  of  the  navy,  with  four  armed  veflels, 
^ijj'^,  and  300  men,  commanded  by  M-  de  Canonge.  1  he  fqua- 
dron  failed  from  Martinico  on  the  9th  of  June,  but  did  not 
June  16.  reach  St  Vincent's  till  the  i6th*^  Having  landed  without 
oppofition,  they  marched  to  a  poft  named  Caliaqua,  de- 
fended only  by  two  guns  and  fix  men,  which  fubmitted 
on  the  firft  fummons.  From  thence  rfiey  marched  to 
Kingftown,  where  they  reduced  a  fort  defended  by  60  or 
80  men  ;  and  in  a  few  days  after,  every  poft  on  the  idand 
was  evacuated,  and  the  whole  yielded  by  capitulation ; 
though,  by  the  governor's  owTfi  account,  the  number  of 
aggreiTors  was  ftated  only  at  450,  and  the  number  who 
laid  down  their  arms  at  464-  This,  howe\'er,  will  not 
appear  fo  extraordinary,  when  we  are  informed  that  the 
Caribbs  had  joined  the  enemy  on  their  firft  appearance  hi 
the  ifland,  in  order  to  be  revenged  of  the  Britiih  planters 
for  the  enormous  cruelty  and  covetoufnefs  they  formerly 
exercifed  towards  them ;  and  the  terror  of  thcfe  favages, 
more  than  the  pewer  of  the  French,  in  all  probability 
produced  the  furrender  of  the  ifland. 
likfwife  I"  ^hc  beginning  of  Jnly,  M-  d'Eftaing  being  rein- 

Grenada,  forced  by  the  arrival  of  M*  dc  la,  Motte  with  a  fupjJy  of 
J"*3f  3*  troops,  naval  ftores,  and  pro\alions,  fct  fail  on  an  expedi- 
tion againft  the  idand  of  Grenada.  Here  he  arrived  with 
a  fleet  of  i6  fail  of  the  Ime,  10  or  la  frigates,  and  near 
io,oco  land  forces,  including  marines.  The  whole  Bri- 
tifli  force  confifted  of  about  1 50  foldiers  and  artillery  men, 
with  300  or  400  armed  inhabitants ;  and  its  ftrength,  in 
a  fortified  or  entrenched  hill  commanding  the  fort,  har- 
bour, and  capital  town  of  St  George. 

Between  2000  and  3000  forces  were  landed  under  the 
Count  Dillon,  the  fame  evening ;  and  the  enemy  Jiaving 
invcfted  the  hill,  made  the  neceffary  prepartions  for  ftonnr- 
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ine  Ae  entrenchments.     This  aflault  was  imprudently  chap. 
fuiared  to  take  place,  and  the  lines  were  carried  by  £torin,  vl^^Ilj 
after  oDce  rcpulfing  th^  French,  who  are  fsdd  to  have  loft  ^^^^''^^ 
300  men  in  the  attack.    The  cannon  of  the  entrenchments      *  ^^' 
were  then  inftantiy  turned  againft  fort  St  George ;    on 
whkb,  Lord  Macartney,  the  governor,  propofedtocapitu* 
late,  wtuch  he  had  before  refufed  to  do.     The  French 
commander,  however,    now  behaved  with  the  greateft 
haughtinefs,  allowing  only  an  hour  and  an  half  to  frame 
the  propofals  ;  and  whai^  they  were  prefented,  rejeding 
every  one  of  them  in  the  moft  peremptory  manner.  After- 
wards,  however,  he  framed  fome  articles  himfelf ;  but  they 
were  deemed  fo  intolerable,  that  the  governor  and  princi- 
pal inhabitants  thought  it  more  proper  to  fubmit,  without 
making  any  agreement  at  all,  than  to  confent  to  them. 

The  behaviour  of  the  French  commander  during  his 
fiay  on  the  idand  was  entirely  conformable  to  his  haugh- 
tinefs on  this  occafion.  His  foktiers  were  indulged  in  the 
iBoQ  unbounded  licentioufnefs,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
kindnefs  ihewn  by  the  Ir&h  regiment  of  the  Count  de 
DiUoo,  the  (ituation  of  the  vanquifhed  would  have  been 
too  miferable  to  be  endured. 

In  chemean  time,  the  air  and  climate  of  St  l^ucia  proved 
more  fatal  to  the  Englifh  troops  left  there  than  the  arms 
of  d'Eftaing;  and  the  calamity  proved  the  more  grievous 
and  detrimental  to  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  on  account 
of  the  great  difficulty  of  replacing  thofe  excellent  troops, 
who,  for  difcipline  and  fpirit,  could  fcarcely  have  been 
matched  by  any  equal  number  in  the  world.  Admiral  By- 
ron returned  to  this  fatal  fpot  on  the  ift  of  July,  where,  Byron  re- 
baving  received  accounts  of  the  lofs  of  St  Vincent's,  he  turns  to  St 
immediately  went  in  queft  of  d'Eftaing,  though  his  own  |'"'^**'  J"*^ 
fleet  had  been  weakened  by  the  detachment  of  a  large 
convoy  for  the  protedtion  of  the  Weft  India  trade,  and 
that  of  his  enemy  increafed  by  the  fquadron  of  La  Motte- 
By  the  way  he  received  information  that  Grenada  had 
been  attacked,  though  the  accoimts  were  fo  imperfed:, 
that  he  imagined  Lord  Macartney  would  be  able  to  hold 
out  dU  fuch  time  as  he  could  come  to  his  alTiftance.  •  With 
tlus  faUe  idea,  he  fell  m  with  the  French  fleet  on  the  6th  fuiy  €« 
rf  July,  ^he  Britifli  force  confifted  of  2 1  fail  of  the  line, 
and  cHie  frigate ;  but  CRcumbered  with  a  great  number  of 
tranfports,  which  conveyed,  their  troops.     The  views  of 
the  commanding  officers  of  the  adverfe  fleets  were,  as 
ofual,  direiftly  oppofite ;   the  Britifli  Admiral  wiflung  to  Engage* 
hring  on  as  clofe  and  decifive  an  engagement  as  poflible,  **'^^^**"fr 
the  r  rench  commander  to  avoid  it.   On  this  occafion  alfo 
fortune  feemed  to  favour  d'Eftaing;  for  his  ilups  being 
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CHAP,  much  cleaner,  and  confequently  failing  better  than  the 
^^^^^^  Engliih,  it  was  in  their  power  to  adopt  what  mode  of 
fighting  they  pleafed.     The  engagement  was,  therefore, 
*^^^'      partial;  and  dioie  few  (hips  of  the  Britifli  fleet,  which 
could  reach  the  enemy,  were  overpowered  by  a  vaft  fu- 
periority  of  force,  fuftaining  imnienie  damage  before  they 
could  be  aflifted  even  by  their  neareft  fellows ;  while  thefe 
were  again,  in  like  manner,  ovei^wcred ;  though  feveral 
Ihipsof  the  rear  divifion  were- never  able  to  come  into 
adion  at  all.    From  the  circumftances  of  this  adion,  in- 
^  deed,  it  was  very  ruinous  to  the  Bridih  fleet;  feveral  of 

the  fhips  having  fuftained  the  whole  fire  of  the  fVench 
fleet  as  they  pafled  them  on  a  tack ;  and  Captain  Fan* 
fcawe,  of  the  Monmouth,  having  attempted  fmgly  to  (top 
the  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to  bring  on  a  general 
adion,  which,  after  all,  he  could  not  accomplifh,  had  his 
(hip  almofl:  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  wreck.  Some 
others  were  nearly  in  the  fame  condition,  and  might  have 
been  taken,  had  not  d'Eftaing  been  inflexibly  determined 
againft  coming  to  a  clofe  engagement,  which  an  attempt 
of  this  kind  might  poifibly  have  brought  on.  Tfie  views 
of  the  Britifh  commander,  however,  were  now  totally  al- 
tered. Some  of  the  Britifli  (hips  had,  during  the  engage* 
ment  pufhed  tlieir  way  to  the  very  harbour  of  St  George's, 
on  the  ifland  of  Grenada,  in  hopes  of  encouraging  their 
friends  to  make  a  vigorous  defence,  when  afliflance  was  fo 
near;  but  having  thus  obtained  certain  information  that 
the  ifland  was  loll,  and  its  recovery  utterly  impra^cable^ 
the  motives  for  continuing  the  battle  no  longer  fubiiffced, 
and  thus  a  cefTation  of  arms  on  both  lides  took  place*  One 
of  the  Britifh  fliips,  the  Lion,  was  fo  exceedingly  (hattered 
as  to  be  imable  to  rejoin  the  fleet,  and,  therefore,  bore 
away  fmgly  before  the  wind-  The  Monmouth,  which  was 
much  in  the  fame  fituation,  was  ordered  to  fail  for  St  Chrif- 
topher's.  Thefe  two  fell  in  by  accident  at  fea,  and  not* 
withflanding  the  miferable  condition  to  which  his  ihip  was 
reduced.  Captain  CornwalUs,  of  the  Lion,  was  bearing 
up  with  great  eagemefs  to  come  to  an  engagement  with 
the  other  wreck,  before  he  difcovered  his  miltake.  Admi- 
ral Byron  drew  up  his  line,  now  amounting  only  to  1 9  fail 
of  the  line,  fome  of  which  were  grcady  dilabled,  in  order 
of  battle,  towards  the  evening,  at  about  three  miles  dif- 
tance  from  the  enemy,  in  full  expectation  of  being  atucked 
next  morning ;  but  d'Eftaing,  having  gained  his  point  in 
the  proteiMon  of  Grenada,  returned  to  that  ifland  the  fame 
nieht,  without  offering  to  give  further  moleftarion- 

In  this  engagement,  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded 
on  fcioard  the  Ji^cnch  fleet^  owing  to  the  crowded  (late  aC 
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iltfir  fcjps,  greatly  exceeded  that  of  the  Britifti;  the  lofs  CHAP. 
of  the  former  amounting  to  .i  200  killed,  and  1 500  wound-      ^^^' 
ed ;  while  that  of  the  Britiih  did  not  exceed  1 83  killed,  and  ^^^^^^^ 
346  wounded,  of  whom  there  were  four  officers  in  each  lift ;      '  ^^^* 
aftiong  the  laft  was  the  brave  Vice  Admiral  Barrington. 
The  French,  however,  claimed  a  vidlory,  and  indeed,  ap- 
parently with  juftice,  as  they  had  not  only  obtained  their 
esd  by  the  eiTetEtual  proteftion  of  Grenada,  but  gained  fuch 
a  prodigious  fuperiority  in  the  Weft  Indies,  that  the  empire 
of  rhe  fea  could  no  longer  be  difputed  with  them- 

The  Britiih  fleet  now  retired  to  St  Chriftoplier's,  before  Britiflj  flea* 
which  iiiand  the  French  Admiral  paraded  for  a  day,  as  if  to  ^*":^^  ^°  ^* 
challenge  the  enemy  to  battle ;  afterwards  fetting  fail  with    ^^  , '' 
all  expeditbn,  to  the  coafts  of  America-  Here,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Provincial  General  Lincoln,  he  made  an  at- 
tempt  on  the  Savannah,  whofe  difaftrous  confequences  have 
been  alre;idy  related,  and  the  failure  of  which  iu)t  only  dif* 
concerted  the  whple  fcheme  for  the  relief  of  America,  for 
that  year,  but  entirely  overthrew  the  grand  projedls  which 
the  French  had  formed  for  the  reduftion  of  the  Weft  India 
iilands. 

The  dofe  of  this,  and  the  beginning  of  next  year,  feem- 
ed  to  prove  more  favourable  to  the  reputation  of  the  Bri» 
rifti  arms  by  fea.  It  does  not  at  all  appear,  however,  that 
there  was,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this  war,  any  defii. 
ciency  in  the  courage  or  condudt  of  the  Britifh  commanders 
cither  by  fea  or  land-  The  higheft  exertions  of  valour  and 
conduel  had  been  difplayed  during  the  engagement  between 
Admiral  Byron  and  d'Eftaing,  notwithf&nding  the  unfor- 
tunate ifliie  of  that  engagement  on  the  part  of  Britain* 
When  Admiral  Byron  refigned  the  command  to  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  the  latter  difplayed  equal  abilities,  and  had  the 
pwd  fortune  to  capture  the  Alcmena,  a  French  frigate,  by 
which  only  he  learned,  as  late  as  November  24,  1779,  that 
d'Eftaing  had  failed  for  the  coafts  of  America,  Being  now 
well  feconded  by  Rear  Admiral  Rowley,  he  prjsferved  a 
fuperiority  over  M-  de  la  Motte  Piquet  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  year  1 779,  and  the  beginning  of  1 780 ;  in  con* 
fequence  of  which,  the  French  trade  was  greatly  diftrefs- 
ed;  nine  fail  of  merchant  fhips,  being  the  greater  part 
of  a  convoy,  were  taken  in  fight  of  the  French  Admiral,  dcc.  it 
and  he  himfelf  narrowly  efcaped  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy-  This  happened  off  Fort  Royal  in  Martinico. 
To  the  honour  of  the  French  commander,  however,  it  muft 
be  obferved,  that  by  fuddenly  flipping  his  cables,  putting 
out  to  fea  'wkti  three  fhips,  and  engaging  the  foremoft  of 
the  Britiih  fleet,  he  thereby  faved  the  remainder  of  the 
«pavoy  already  menooned.    This,  indeed,  be  could  net 
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have  done  but  for  the  protedion  aflfbrded  by  the  batteries 
on  fliore ;  and  on  this  occafion^  the  brave  Captain  Gnffith, 
of  the  Conqueror,  was  unfortunately  killed  by  ^Ppf^h- 
ing  too  near  thefe  batteries*  't-7?'\v 

1  Vo  days  after,  Sir  Hyde  Parker  detached  Rear  A^im* 
ral  Rowley  iq  the  Suffolk,  with  the  Vengeance,  MagHiH*' 
cent,  and  Stirling  Caftle,  in  purfuit  of  three  large  FVi^^^fe. 
fliips,  fuppofed  to  be  part  of  M.  de  la  Motte  Pi^rtjetfji' 
Dec.  21.  fquadron,  returning  from  Grenada*  On  the  aift  ^'H^! 
fame  month,  they  were  all  taken,  and  proved  to  beV-f^if -^ 
La  Fortune  of  42  gnns,  the  La  Blanch  of  36,  and  thiel^ ' 
Ellis  of  38,  with  527  men.  : ^*  - 

1780.  Towards  the  end  of  March,  1 780,  Captain  ComwalliS, 

of  the  Lion,  whofe  (hip  had  fuffered  fo  feverely  in'^tSe 
engagement  with  d'Eftaing,  as  has  been  already  related, 
acquired  great  honour,  by  the  very  brave  defence  he  fnade' 
againft  La  Motte  Piquet,  with  a  fquadron  greatly  fupenbr. 
tn?a:;cmpnt  Captain  Comwallis  being  in  a  cruize  off  Monte  Chrifti,  in 
Vet  s  tn  his  own  fhip  the  Lion  of  64  guns,  with  the  Briftol  of  50, 
c  on.w":!is  ^"^  ^^^  Janus  of  44,  fell  in  with,  and  was  chaced  by  the 
an.i  p.j  e-,  Fiencli  commandcr,  who  had  four  74 gun  fliips,  and  two 
Mardi  20.  fripr.tcs.  The  engagement  began  about  five  in  the  eve- 
n'n^g,  and  a  running  fight  continued  during  the  whole 
nigiu,  without  the  enemy  coming  along  fide,  though  they 
had  it  in  their  power  to  do  fo-  fii  the  morning,  however, 
the  Janus  w  is  found  to  be  confiderably  fliattered ;  at  the 
fame  lime,  tliere  was  fo  little  wind,  that  the  other  two 
fnips  rco aired  to  be  towed  to  her  afliftance.  This  brought 
on  a  p;ci!eiMl  engagement,  which  lafted  between  two  and 
three  hours,  and  in  which  the  enemy  futfered  fo  much, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  lie  by  to  repair.  They  renewed 
the  purfuit,  however,  and  continued  it  during  the  night, 
but  without  coming  within  gun-lhot.  In  the  morning,  the 
conteft  was  decided  by  the  appearance  of  the  Ruby  njan  of 
war,  of  64  guns,  with  two  Britifli  frigates.  The  French 
commander  was  now,  not^ithftanding  the  fuperiprity  of 
force  he  ftill  maintained,  chaced  in  his  turn,  with  the 
greatelt  marks  of  exultation,  by  the  Britifli  commanders. 
f  By  the  end  of  the  month.  Sir  George  Rodney  had  taketi 
upon  him  the  command  of  the  fleet  on  the  leeward  ftation ; 
and  juft  before  his  arrival,  M.  de  Guichen,  who  had  fuc 
ceeded  d'Eftaing,  paraded  before  the  ifland  with  25  fhipsof 
the  line  and  8  frigates,  all  full  of  troops ;  but  the  judi- 
cious difpofitions  made  by  General  Vaughan  and  Rear  Ad- 
miral Parker  prevented  him  from  obtaining  any  advantage 
from  his  fuperior  naval  force.  This  vifit  was  food  returned, 
at  Fort  Royal  in  Martinico,  by  Sir  George  Rodney ;  who, 
with  20  Ihips  of  the  line,  and  the  Centurion  of  50  gims,  for 
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two  days  infulted  the  French  fleet  iti  that  port-    On  tlus  chap. 
oocafion,  he  came  fufficiently  near  to  be  able  to  number  v^^Il  j 
the  gone  in  the  batteries,  and  was  even  within  random  Ihot  ^^'T^***'^ 
of  them ;  but  as  nothing  could  provoke  M.  de  Guichen  to      *^  °* 
come  to  an  engagement,  notwithftanding  his  fuperiority, 
die  Brmfh  Admiral  found  it  necefiary  to  depart  with  the 
bulk  of  the  fleet,  to  Grofs  Iflet  bay  in  St  Lucia,  leaving 
a  fquadron  of  veflels  fheathed  with  cc^per,  to  watch  the 
ototions  of  the  enemy,  and  give  him  intelligence  of  them. 

In  this  flate  things  remained  till  the  middle  of  April,  ineffeanal 
when  the  French  fleet  put  to  fea  in  the  night,  and  were  fo  engag«meot» 
fpcedily  purfued  by  Sir  George  Rx>dney,  that>e  got  fight  ccrR^!'' 
rf  them  the  following  day.  A  general  chace  inftantly  com-  ney  ind-M. 
menced ;  but  the  enemy  by  their  manceuvres  during  the  **«  Guichen, 
night,  clearly  indicated  their  defign  of  keeping  to  that  ^^"  *^* 
mode  of  fighting  which  had  hitherto  anfwered  tneir  pur- 
pofes  fo  well,  namely,  the  avoiding  a  clofe  engagement, 
and  difabling  the  fliips  of  the  enemy  by  a  diftant  ra-e.  On 
diis  Qccafion,  very  great  (kill  is  faid  to  have  been  difplayed 
by  the  commanders  on  both  fides,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
advantage  from  being  gained  by  the  oppofite  party.  The 
French  {till  had  a  cbnfiderable  fuperiority,  being  in  num- 
ber 23  fail  of  the  line,  and  a  50  gun  (hip.  The  Englifti  fleet 
confiAed  only  of  20  fliips  of  the  hne,  and  the  Cenmrion. 
On  the  1 7th  of  April,  about  one  oVlock,  the  two  fleets 
came  to  an  engagement.  The  event  was  very  fimilar  to 
what  had  happened  formerly.  The  Gazette  accounts 
claimed  a  viftory,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  French  cer- 
tainly were  not  beat.  Great  ads  of  valour,  however, 
were  performed.  Sir  G.  RxKlney  ^s  own  fliip  the  Sandwich, 
rf  90  guns,  encountered  for  fome  time  that  of  M.  de 
Guichen,  together  with  his  two  feconds ;  obliging  them 
at  length  to  bear  away,  and  thus  totally  broke  the  line  of 
battle  in  the  centre.  This  honour,  however,  was  the 
whcsle  advantage  gained  in  the  aftion,  and  was  by  no 
means  purchafed  at  a  cheap  rate,  as  it  was  with  difliculty, 
that  the  Sandwich  could  be  kept  above  water  for  twenty* 
four  hours  after.  The  circumftances  of  this  engagement 
were  never  thoroughly  explained.  It  was  faid,  that  the 
fignals  of  the  Admiral  were  treated  with  contempt.  A  few 
of  the  fliips  fuflered  little  or  no  damage,  while  others  ware 
greatly  fiiattered.  Some  of  the  captains  were  put  under 
arreft  after  the  engagement,  and  one  was  broke.  The 
Hon.  Captain  St  John,  of  the  Intrepid,  with  three  of  hit 
liratenants,  were  killed,  as  well  as  fome  other  brave  of- 
ficers ;  tbt  whole  k)fs  on  the  Britifli  fide  amounting  to  1 20 
kffled,  and  353' wounded.  An  attempt  was  made  in  the 
Hook  of  Peers,  by  Lord  St  John,  brother  ef  the  captaia 
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c  H  A  P,  of  the  Intrepid,  in  otder  to  come  at  the  true  circum- 

y^^^^^ii,  fiances  of  diis  myftqrious  engagement  j  and  a  ktter  was 
read^  from  an  officer,  faid  to  have  been  prefent,  wherein 
•'  it  was  affened,  that  the  fpirit  which  had  been  difplayed 

by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  in  the  engagement  off  Uihant,  had 
infedled  the  whole  fleet,  and  that  the  greatelt  inirchief^ 
were  felt  in  the  fervice  from  thofe  difie  iitions  which  had 
been  fown  by  the  great  men  at  home.  Bcfides  ot  her  mat- 
ter, this  letter  alfo  held  out,  that  the  Ihips  were  toiii  and 
out  of  repair ;  that  there  was  a  great  fcarcity  of  all  j.iiids 
of  naval  ftores ;  and  that  the  commander  in  chief  was  not 
pnly  much  diffatibfied  with  the  conduct  and  failure  in  duty 
of  feveral  of  his  officers,  but  likewife  with  thofe  who  had 
deceived  him  in  relation  to  the  ilate  and  condition  of  the 
fleet  which  he  commanded^  In  the  comments  on  this  let- 
ter it  was  faid,  that  the  caufes  of  this  public  misfortune  had 
originated  at  home ;  that  befules  the  bad  condition  of  the 
fliips,  officers  were  put  into  command  more  from  their  po- 
litical attachments  or  principles,  than  from  their  reputation 
or  fervjce ;  and  that  faftion  had  accordingly  fpread  itfelf 
through,  and  divided  the  whole  fleet.  As  the  firft  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  however  declared  himfelf  totally  in  the 
dark,  as  well  as  every  other  peer  prefent,  with  regard  to  - 
the  particulars  of  this  engagement,  the  motion  for  an  in- 
quiry was  eafily  overt-ruled,  and  the  matter  fuffered  to 
f  emain  in  its  original  obfcurit)''. 

Notwithflanding  the  damage  the  Britiih  fquadron  had 

jift\l  »o.  fuftained  it  was  fpeedily  repaired ;  fo  that,  on  the  20th, 
they  were  again  enabled  to  give  chace  to  the  enemy, 
which  they  continued  for  three  days  without  intermiffion. 
Dp  Gwichen's  objed  now  was  to  avoid  as  much  as  poflible, 
a  fecond  engagement  j  and  to  reach  the  harbour  of  Fort 
Royal,  in  order  to  repair  his  damages.  The  latter  object, 
however,  he  was  obliged  at  laXl  to  give  up,  and  take  {belter 
in  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe.  Sir  George  Rodney  then  failed 
towards  Fort  Royal,  cruiang  off  that  harbour  for  fome  time 
in  hopes  of  intercepting  the  enemy,  whom  he  could  not 
overtake.  As  M.  de  Guichen  did  not  think  proper  to  leave 
the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe,  the  Britifli  Admiral  found  it  ne- 
celfary  to  retire  to  St  Lucia,  as  well  to  land  the  fick  and 
wounded,  as  to  water  and  refit  the  fleet.  Thefe  purpofes 
being  accomplillied  with  the  grcatefl:  difpatch,  and  advice 
received  that  the  enemy  had  again  put  to  fea.  Admiral 
Rodney  purfued  them  with  fuch  expedition,  tliat  by  the 

May  10.  loth  of  May  he  again  came  in  fight  of  them*  They  ftill, 
however,  kept  to  their  old  plan,  and,  notwitUlanding  their 
fuperiority,  cautioufly  avoided  an  engagement.  At  this 
time/  perceiving  that  they  had  not  only  the  advantage  of 
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ibe.wiid,  but  that  their  fhips  were  much  cleaner  aild  bet-  C  n  at. 
ter  failers  than  thofe  of  the  Britifh  fquadron,  they  for  feve-  ^!^?^!!, 
ral  days,  drew  up  in  a  line  of  battle,  as  if  they  meant  fe-         g 
rioufly  to  ftand  an  engagement ;  bat  after  coming  within 
little  more  than  random  lliot  of  the  enemy,  they  fuddenly 
hauled  their  wind,  and  departed  out  of  all  reach. 

This  diveriion,  however,  had  like  to  have  coft  them  . 
dear ;  for  the  Britifh  Admiral  having  encouraged  their  bra- 
vado, by  a  mailerly  movement  for  gaining  the  wukI,  and 
which  they  miftook  for  a  fymptora  of  flight,  a  clofe  en- 
gagement became  fuddenly  unavoidable ;  nor  could  they 
have  been  relieved  from  this  dilemma  but  by  a  critical  fhifc 
of  the  wind ;  and  even  with  that,  and  th^  aid  of  all  the 
fail  they  could  carry,  they  were  not  able  to  preferve  their 
rear  entirely  from  engaging.  The  van  of  the  Britifh  fleet 
now  coniiftcd  of  Rear  Adiiural  Pt<?wley's  divifion,  and  wa» 
led  on  by  Captain  Bowyer.  of  the  Albion.  On  the  15th,  AnotTieroK. 
m  the  evening,  that  gallant  officer  fell  in  with  the  enemy,  m^^^at, 
and  fullained  for  fomc  time  a  heavy  fire  from  fcveral  of  '  *^  *^* 
their  fhips^  before  the  Rear  Admiral's  Ihip,  the  Conqueror, 
and  fome  others,  could  come  up  to  their  aflTiftance.  In  this 
conflid,  the  enemy  fuffered  feverely,  as  did  alfo  the  Albion 
and  Conqueror,  who  fuftained  the  grcateft  ihare  of  it  on. 
the  Britifh  fide.  Three  days  after,  however,  by  a  maflerly 
movement  to  gain  the  weather-gage,  the  fleets  were  !b  in- 
volved, that  a  partial  engagement  again  took  place-  The 
French  fleet  bore  along  the  Britifli  lirle  to  windward,  and 
maintained  a  heavy  cannonade  at  a  diflance,  wWch  coul4 
not  admit  of  any  great  cffeft,  but  which  they  endeavoured 
conftantly  to  preferve.  The  rear,  however,  and  fome 
part  of  the  centre,  could  not  efcape  a  clofe  and  vigorous 
attack  from  the  Britifli  van,  and  fuffered  confiderably.  As 
foon  as  their  rear  was  extricated,  they  bore  away  with  all 
poiFible  expedition.  The  lofs  on  the  Britifh  fide,  in  thefe 
two  engagements,  confifled  of  68  killed,  and  193  wounded* 
They  continued  the  chace  for  two  days,  and  then  finally 
loft  fight  of  them,  forty  leagues  to  the  windward  of  iVIarti- 
nico,  into  which  illand  they  retired  in  order  to  repair  their 
damages,  while  the  Britifli  did  the  fame  In  Carlille  bay,  in 
the  iiland  of  Barbadoes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Court  of  Spain,  having,  as  was  a  vaft  fleet 
formerly  mentioned,  and  will  afterwards  be  more  parti-  of  Spaaiarii 
cularly  related,  entered  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  J^^^^^^*^^^  ®* 
and  formed  a  fcheme,  in  conjundtion  with  France,  for  the 
reduftion  of  all  our  Wefl  Indiia  Iflands,  fent  thither  a  large 
fleet,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  M.  de  Guichen.  As  they 
proceeded  on  their  voyage,  tliey  fell  in  with  the  Cerherws 
fri^te^  which  happeiung  to  efcape  being  taken,  »nd  the 
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.c  H  A  F.  captain,  at  ,the  fame  time  juddng  rightly  of  their  defUna*- 
^^^^J^  tion  by  the  courfe  they  ftcereo,  proceeded  with  the  utmoft 
expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies,  in  order  to  commjanicate 
*^  °'  the  intelligence  to  Sir  George  Rodney.  On  fliis,  the  Bri- 
tifh  Admiral  ufed  his  utmoft  diligence  in  putting  to  fea,  in 
order  to  intercept  them  before  they  could  join  their  allies, 
who  were  ftill  at  Martinico  refitdng  their  fliips.  Kis  hopes, 
however,  were  fruftrated  by  the  prudence  of  Don  Solano, 
the  Spanifh  Admiral ;  who^  inftead  of  proceeding  with  the 
whole  fleet  for  Fort  Royal,  difpatched  a  fwift  failing  fri- 
gate to  inform  M.  de  Guichen  of  his  approach,  and  co  re- 
queft  a  fpeedy  jun^on  of  the  fleets,  at  the  place  where  he 
^  was.  This  was  immediately  complied  with.  The  French, 
commander  left  Martinico,  with  i8  fail  of  the  line,  being 
all  that  were  yet  fufliciently  repaired ;  and,  keeping  c]p{e 
to  the  leeward  iflands,  joined  the  Spanilli  fleet  un£r  the 
ifland  of  Dominica,  the  whole  now  amounting  to  36  fail 
of  the  line. 

Such  a  mighty  armament  feemed  to  enfure  the  ob)e£is 
for  which  it  had  been  prepared ;  and  the  lofs  of  Jamaica, 
?is  well  as  of  all  the  leeward  iflands,  feemed  inevitable ; 
^  but,  fortunately  for  the  intereft  of  Britain,  it  hadinitfelf 
thofe  feeds  of  deftruffion  which  entirely  ru'med  the  fcheme* 
The  vaft  numbers  of  men  crowded  on  board  the  Spanifli 
fleet,  with  their  general  lazinefs  and  want  of  cleanlinefs, 
produced  a  conta^ous  diftemper,  little  fliort  of  peftilence ; 
which  firtt  infecting  their  own  feamen,  at  length  fpread 
through  the  French  fleet  alfo,  though  with  lefs  violence* 
*  This  diftemper  had  already  infefted  the  Spaniards  before 
their  arrival  at  the  ifland  of  Dominica.  Here  they  landed 
1200  iick  on  their  firft  arrival,  and  a  much  greater  num- 
ber afterwards,  on  the  iflands  of  Guadaloupe  and  Marti- 
nico ;  by  which  means  not  only  the  fpirit  of  the.entcr- 
prife  was  broken,  but  the  means  of  accomplifliinf^it  ia  a 
great  meafure  taken  away.  v^ 

Hodncy  w-       O"  ^^e  juudion  of  the  two  fleets.  Sir  George  Rodney 
tires  to  Si     retired  to  Grofs  Iflet  bay  in  St  Lucia,  in  order  to  watc;^ 
^ci^        their  motions,  and  coimterad  their  defigns  as  much, as 
poiflble.     The  Spaniards,  however,  finding  that  the  via. 
*  lence  of  the  contagion  which  reigned  among  them  was 

not  to  be  fubdued  by  the  air  and  refrefliments  on  the 
French  iflands,  reimbarked  their  troops,  and  proceeded^ 
in  company  with  the  French  fleet,  to  the  weftwardi^ 
'along  with  the  Spanifli  convoy.  M.  de  Guichen,  hav« 
ing  efcorted  them  as  far  as  St  Domingo,  and  knowing 
there  was  now  no  enemy  in  the  way,  left  them  to  pro- 
ceed by  thenifelves  to  the  Havannab^  while  he  luirifclf 
put  in  at  at  Cape  Francois*  * 
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Soon  after,- the  Britifh  fleet  was  reinforced  by  the  ar-  ^  ^  ^  P* 
rival  of  Commodore  Walfmgham  from   England,  with  x^.„^lj 
fome  fliips  of  the  line,  and  four  regiments,  bound  for.        g 
Jamaica.     The  Commander  in  Chief,  ignorant  as  yet  of 
the  motions  of  the  enemy,  but  informed  of  their  depar- 
ture from  Fort  Royal,  failed  with  the  whole  fleet,   as 
well  to  obferve  their  motions,  as  to  fee  the  convoy  well 
on  their  way.    But  being  foon  fatisfied  as  to  the  immedi- 
ate deftination  of  the  combined  fleet,  he  difpatched  the 
convoy  with  Admiral  Rowley  and  Commodore  Walling-  ^ 

ham,  with  ten  men  of  war,  for  the  reinforcement  of  bir  is  reinforced 
Peter  Parker,  and  the  fecurity  of  Jamaica;  the  remainder  **y  ^  •'"^"^°" 
of  the  fleet  he  kept  for  the  protection  of  the  leeward  fiaghAml" 
iflands,  and  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 

Thus  were  the  mighty  defigns  of  France,  ia  the  year 
1780,  for  crufliing  at  once  the  Britifli  naval  force  under 
Admiral  Rodney,  reducing  the  whole  of  the  VVett  India 
iflands,  and  eftabliihing  the  independence  of  the  Britilh 
colonies,  finally  overthrown.  Not  one  of  thefe  projecls 
could  be  carried  into  execution,  by  reafon  of  the  ficknefs 
which  raged  on  board  both  fleets,  but  more  efpecially 
owing  to  that  want  of  concert  betwixt  the  allies,  which 
evidently  prevailed  at  this  time,  and  has  been  frequently 
obferved  to  defeat  the  befl:  laid  fchemes  of  France,  when 
the  execHtion  of  them  in  any  meafure  depended  on  the 
co-(^ration  of  Spain. 
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CHAP.     XXIL 

Sir  Charles  Hardy  fuccttdi  Keppd Britijh  fittkmnts 

in  Africa  reduced Attempt  on  Jtrfey An  inva* 

Jion  threatened Combined  Jleets  having  joined^  take 

the  Ardent  man  of  war,  and  retire  to  Brefi After^ 

wards  capture  Eafl  and  Weji  India  convoy Quebec 

fleet  tahen'-^^ Admiral  Geary  fucceeded  by  Darby 

De  Guichen  arrives  at  Cadiz Paul  Joneses  engage^ 

tnent  with  the  Serapis  and  Scarborough-^-^^Engagemeni 

between  the  Survillante  and  Quebec  frigates Hurri* 

cane  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  in  England De  Grafft 

fails  from  the  France  to  the  W^fl  Indies Engage^ 

ment  between  him  and  Sir  Samud  Hood Attempt  of 

Bouille  to  recover  St  Lucia Tobago  taken  by  the 

French De  Graffe  goes  to  the  Cheafapeak. 

CHAP.  TOURING  aill  this  time,  the  difcontents  at  home,  ori- 
XXII.   '  A-^  ginating  from  Admiral  KeppePs  engagement  on  the 
V>^V>-/  27th  of  July,  1778,  had  arifen  to  fuch  an  height,  that 
1778.      the  miniftry  were  at  no  little  tofs  to  get  an  olBcer  to  head 
the  navy.    On  the  refignation  of  this  Admiral,  of  which 
Sir  Charlei  we  have  already  taken  notice.  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  an  able 
Hardy  fuc-   commander,  but  who  had  been  twenty  years  retired  from ' 
Ke^pet^     aftual  fervice,  was  .appointed  to  command  the  fleet  def- 
tined  for  the  defence  of  this  ifland,  rather  becaufe  no 
body  elfe  would  accept  of  it,  than  from  any  great  expec- 
tations of  his  activity  or  fuccefs.  During  the  time  he  hid 
the  command,  nothing  of  any  confequence  happened,  ex- 
cepting that  fome  unavailing  parades  of  the  French  fleet 
took  place  *m  the  Channel,  without  aife^ng,  or  feeming 
to  wifh  the  attempting  of  any  thing. 
BritKh  f€t-        '^^  campaign  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic  was  opened  in 
tlcmenttin   the  year  1779,  W  ^  fuccefsful  expedition  of  the  French 
Africa  re-     to  the  coafts  of  Africa.  The  fquadron  employed  on  this  oc- 
^'^^         fion  was  commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  with  a 
great  land  force  defigned  as  a  reinforcement  to  Admiral 
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tfEftaing,  at  that  time  in  North  America.  As  the  Britilh  C  H  A  f, 
fcttlements  in  that  quarter  were  utterly  incapable  of  mak-      XXii* 
ing  any  reCftance,  their  forts,  fadlories,  &c.  at  Senegal,  ^-^^"^^^^ 
on  the  river  Gambia,  and  other  parts  of  that  coaft,  fell      *^^^* 
without  any  difficulty  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  in  the 
month  of  February-  On  this  fuccefs  the  French  abandon-  fcbniaiy. 
cd  the  ifland  of  Goree,  which  had  been  recovered  by  the 
late  peace,  and  tranfported  the  artillery  and  garrifon  to 
Senegal ;  but  this  abandoned  ifland  was  afterwards  feized 
and  garrifoned  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes  on  his  paffage  to 
the  Eaft  Indies,  but  without  nialdng  any  attempt  to  re- 
cover the  other  fettlements. 
During  the  progrefs  of  the  fummer,  it  was  thought  Unf«€cefsful 

oeceffary  to  attempt  foraethinc  of  greater  confequence,  ^"'^VIP*  ^"  * 
•u»^k        -r  *•  -u.-     r  r  'the  ifland  of 

that  the  military  operations  might  in  forae  meaiure  cor-  jcrfcy. 

rcfpond  with  the  vaft  armaments  which  had  been  prepar- 
ed. A  phn  was  laid  for  the  reduction  of  Jerfey  and 
Guernfey-  The  force  employed  on  this  occafion  was,  by 
the  loweft  accounts,  eftimated  at  3000  men.  They  ap- 
peared off  the  ifland  of  Jerfey  on  the  ift  of  May,  1779,  M^y  t. 
in  about  fifty  flat-bottomed  boats,  under  convoy  of  five 
frigates,  and  fome  armed  cutters,  early  in  the  morning, 
and  attempted  to  make  a  debarkation  in  St  Owen's  bay. 
They  were,  however,  fo  warmly  and  vigoroufly  received 
by  rhc  78th  regiment,  affiftcd  by  the  militia  ef  the  ifland, 
that  after  a  faint,  fpiritlefs,  and  iU-fupported  attempt,  they 
relinqmihed  the  enterprise  with  very  little  lofs  on  either 
fide. 

At  this  time  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  with  a  very  large 
convoy,  confifting  of  more  than  100  merchantmen  and 
tranfports,  was  on  his  way  to  New-York ;  but  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  immenent  danger  to  which  the  ifland 
of  Jerfey  was  expofed,  had  fufficient  refolution  rather  to 
Aide  any  confecjuence  which  might  enfue  to  himfelf  from 
a  breach  of  orders,  than  to  fuffer  it  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  French — ^Having  accordingly  ordered  the  convoy 
to  wait  for  him  at  Torbay,  he  proceeded  with  the  fleet  to 
the  relief  of  the  ifland,  on  which  the  attempt  did  not 
fecm  to  be  abandoned,  notwithftanding  the  late  difgrace. 
The  French  troops  had  been  landed,  and  remained  for 
fcveral  days  on  the  fmall  iflaads  which  lie  between  Jerfey 
and  the  continent,  while  the  armed  veffels  paraded  on  the 
oppofite  coafts  of  Normandy.  The  fpirit,  aftivity,  and 
teivery  of  Sir  James  Wallace,  however,  foon  put  an  end 
to  c\'ery  appearance  of  danger-  With  the  Experiment 
of  50  euns,  feconded  by  two  frigates,  and  as  many  armed 
brigs,  he  purfued  feveral  large  frigates,  with  fome  fmall- 
•r  craft,  into  the  bay  of  Concalle  in  Normandy,  until 
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they  had  run  afliore  under  the  cover  of  a  battery,  and  his 
pilots  would  not  venture  to  take  the  charge  of  his  Ihips  any 
longer.  He  then  took  the  care  of  condu«^ing  the  Ihips 
upon  himfelf,  and  having  laid  the  Experiment  abreaft  of 
the  battery,  fopn  (ilenced  it,  and  obliged  the  French  to 
abandon  their  Ihips.  A  frigate  of  34  guns,  an  armed 
brig,  and  two  fmall  loaded  prizes,  were  fafely  brought  off; 
but  as  the  country  people  and  niihtia  kept  up  a  conftant 
fire  \N  ith  cannon  and  how  itzers,  as  well  as  frnall  anns  from 
the  lliore,  they  were  obliged  to  content  thenifelves  with 
dellroying  two  other  ftout  frigates,  an  armed  cutter  of  1 6 
guns,  and  fome  fmall  crait. 

This  abortive  attempt  on  the  ifland  of  Jerfey,  was  only 
a  prelude  to  a  defign  of  much  greater  confcquence,  that 
of  alarming  the  ifland  of  Britain  illelf  with  an  invidion. 
iWcn  I  he  attempt  on  Jei'fey,  though  fo  unfuccefsiul,  was 
not  without  very  frrltuis  confequences.  Admiral  Arbuth- 
not,  as  wc  hnvc  already  fcen,  had  left  his  convoy,  in  order 
tc»  come  to  the  relief  of  the  iQand  ;  and  thou;5h  the  delay, 
in  tb.e  iirll  iniiance,  was  br.t  fmall,  yet  thnmph  the  ciifiud- 
tif  s  of  wind  and  weather,  the  fleet  was  not  able  to  get 
clear  of  the  land  of  England  till  the  beginning  of  the  en- 
fuing  month  ;  and  as  it  was  loaded  witii  reiiiforcemer>ts, 
camp  f lores,  and  equipage  for  Sir  Fenry  Clinton,  fuch  a 
delay  could  not  fail  of  having  a  very  conliderable  effect  on 
the  campa'-gn  in  North  America,  as  thus  tiiofe  necefiaiy 
articles  did  not  arrive  in  that  continent  until  the  end  of 
Auguft- 
Britain  Whether  at  this  time  the  French  really  meditated  an 

thre^tenfd  jnwtfiop  of  Crcat  Britain  or  not,  may  admJt  of  fome  dif- 
TAlion.  pure.  1  lie  nioit  probai-sle  opinion  ieems  to  be,  that  it  was 
rarhcr  intended  «o  keep  the  coads  in  continual  alarm,  in 
order  to  {prevent,  as  much  as  polible,  the  exportation  of 
forces  to  North  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  that  decided  fuperiority  at  fea  in  thefe  parts  which 
was  neccfiary  for  the  a^  complifhment  of  the  grand  fchemes 
tliey  had  there  projected.  But,  however  this  might  be,  an 
invafion  was  indicated  by  every  appearance  on  the  coalt 
of  France.  Armies  were  marched  down  to  the  fea-coaits 
of  Normandy  and  Brit^ny.  The  ports  in  the  Bay  and 
on  the  Channel,  which  were  the  beft  calculated  for  this 
purpofe,  were  crowded  with  Ihipping;  and  the  King 
named  tlie  generals,  and  principal  ollicers  who  were  to 
command  in  an  intended  grand  expedition,  at  the  fame 
lime  that  the  unguai'dcd  Hate  of  England,  by  reafon  of 
its  military  power  not  being  fully  called  forth,  but  efpe- 
cially  the  defencelefs  condition  of  Ireland,  feemed  fully 
to  juiliiy  our  appr(?henfion»* 


1778. 
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As  the  court  of  Spain  had  by  this  time  fitted  out  a  for-  Chap. 
midabic  navy,  in  order  to  zd:  in  conjunction  with  that  of  y^f^^. 
France,  it  became  an  object  of  fome  confequence  to  Bri- 
tain to  prevent  the  jundion  of  thefe  two  fleets,  by  block-      '''  * 
ing  up  the  French  fleet  in  Breft  until  the  feafon  of  a^on 
ihould  be  over*     Such  an  enterprize  was  undoubtedly  in 
contemplation,  but,  for  fome  reafons  never  laid  before  the 
public,  could  not  be  put  in  execution.  The  French  fleet,  Juoaion 
Wider  the  command  of  M.  d'Orvilliers,  failed  from  Breft  o?th^om? 
on  the  4th  of  June,  and  directed  its  courfe  towards  Spain,  bined  fleettl 
where,  having  at  length  effeded  a  junction  with  the  fleet      »779* 
of  that  nation,  the  two  formed  a  moit  tremendous  arma- 
ment, confifting  of  between  60  and  70  fliips  of  the  line, 
befides  a  vaft  number  of  frigates,  fire-lhips,  and  other 
fmaller  veflels- 

This  prodigious  fleet,  having  direfted  its  courfe  to  the 
northward,  palfed  that  of  Britain,  under  Sir  Charles  Hardy, 
amounting  to  35  or  38  fail  of  the  line,  fomewhere  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Channel,  without  either  of  the  two  having 
the  leaft  intelligence  of  the  other.  About  the  middle  of  Au- 
gull,  they  entered  the  Channel,  and  paraded  two  or  three 
days  before  Plymouth,  to  the  great  alann  of  the  people, 
but  without  making  any  attempt  on  the  place.  The  Ardent  They  take 
man  of  war,  however,  of  64  guns,  happening  tobe  entang-  ****  Ardent 
led  among  them,  on  her  way  to  join  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  "^**^  ^  **'* 
^'is  unfortunately  taken.   Having  continued  fome  days  in 
the  Channel,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  it,  by  reafon  of 
a  ftrong  eailerly  wind,  though  they  pretended  that  they 
went  in  quelt  of  the  Britiili  fleet.*  Sir  Charles  Hardy  con-  Au^ufts*. 
tinued  unmolefted  by  thefe  formidable  antagonifbi ;  and, 
on  the  laft  day  of  Auguli,  having  gained  the^  advantage 
of  the  wind,  entered  the  Channel  in  the!^  fight,  without 
their  being  able  to  prevent  him.  The  Britilh  commander 
now  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the  narrow  part  of  the 
channel ;  where,  if  he  ihould  be  forced  to  an  engagement, 
it  might  be  commenced  on  lefs  difadvantageous  terms, 
and  where  either  a  defeat,  or  certain  changes  of  the  wind, 
niight  be  productive  of  the  moft  ruinous  confequences  to      ,  -^  T 

the  enemy.  The  combined  fleets  purfued  him  up  as  high  >•* ' 

as  Plymouth  ;  but,  being  fenfible  of  their  Sanger,  parti- 
criarly  at  that  feafon  of  the  year,  they  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  proceed  much  farther.  They  were  now  alfo  be- 
come exceeding  fickly,  fo  that  fome  of  their  fhips  being 
ahnoft  difabled,  and  others  very  much  out  of  order,  their 
coimnanders  found  it  neceiTary,  towards  the  middle  of 
September,  totally  to  abandon  the  coafts  of  Britain,  and 
repair  to  Breft,  in  order  to  procure  the  afliftances  they  fo  Retire  t« 
much  wanted*  Thus,  for  the  fame  reafons  that  overtlu'ew  ^"tt,  Sept. 
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the  American  fcheme  did  this  niighty  parade  end  in  no- 
thing beiides  the  caking  of  a  fingle  ihip-  A  few  days  before 
their  appearance,  a  great  Jamaica  fleet,  amotinting  to  about 
200  Ihips,  had  arrived  in  England ;  and  eight  homeward* 
bound  Indiamen,  having  timely  notice  of  their  danger, 
avoided  it,  by  putting  into  Limerick  in  Ireland. 

By  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  which  happened 
about  the  middle  of  May  1780,  the  fleet  was  left  deilitute 
of  a  commander,  and  the  miniftry  again  at  a  lofs.  The 
choice  having  now  fallen  upon  Admiral  Geary,  an  experi  • 
enced  officer,  but  who,  like  his  predeceffors,  had  for  many 
years  been  retired  from  aftual  fervice,  this  admiral  fet  fail 
from  Spithead,  in  the  be^nning  of  June  1780,  with  23 
fail  of  the  line,  feveral  of  them  of  the  firft  rate ;  and, 
on  his  cruize,  was  joined  by  five  or  fix  more.  The 
French  fleet  from  Brelt,  had  by  this  time  again  formed  a 
junction  with  the  Spaniards  at  Cadiz,  and  again  aflfumed 
the  fuperiority  in  the  European  feas,  at  leaft  with  regard 
to  number,  though  in  point  of  real  force,  their  fuperiority 
might  even  have  admitted  of  fome  doubt*  Though  no 
engagement  enfued,  the  combined  fleets  had  now  much 
better  fortune  than  the  precedmg  year.  The  commanders 
of  the  Britifli  fleet  having  notice  that  a  detached  fquadron 
of  French  and  Spanifli  men  of  war,  under  M.  de  Bealfet, 
were  cruizing  on  the  coafts  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  fouthward,  at  leaft  to  the  height  of  Cape 
Finifterre,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  them.  In  the  mean 
time,  a  rich  and  valuable  convoy  for  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies,  under  the  conduft  of  Captain  Moutray,  of  the 
Ramillies,  failed  from  Portfmouth,  the  latter  end  of  July, 
but  were  intercepted  in  the  beginning  of  Aiiguft,  by  the 
combined  fleets,  finder  Don  Louis  dc  Cordova.  The  con- 
voy included,  befides  the  merchantmen,  1 8  viftuallers, 
ftorcilrips  and  tranfports,  deftined  for  the  fervice  of  the 
Weft  Indies ;  one  of  thcfe  being  of  great  importance,  as 
conveying  tents  and  camp-equipage  for  the  troops  on  the 
leeward  iilands.  The  five  Eaft  Indiamen,  likewife,  befides 
arms,  ammunition,  and  a  train  of  artillery,  had  on  board, 
a  large  quantity  of  naval  ftores,  for  the  fupply  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  fquadron  in  that  part  of  the  world.  Thefe  five  India 
ihips,  with  above  50  merchantmen,  were  all  taken,  with 
1250  feamen,  1255  foldiers,  74  land-officers,  149  women, 
and  137  paffengers.  In  all  2865  perfons.  The  Ramillies, 
with  the  frigates,  and  a  few  Weil  India  Ihips,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  efcape.  This  difafter  was  quickly  followed  by 
the  news  that  a  great  part  of  the  outward  bound  fleet  to 
Qiiebec,  had  been  intercepted  by  fome  American  priva- 
teers off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland^  in  the  beginning  oF 
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July.    Some  of  thefe  were  afterwards  re-taken,  but  14  chap. 
rich  (hips  were  entirely  carried  off.     Thefe  difafters,  by  »^,^-Jj 
fer,  overbalanced  Admiral  Geary  fuccefs  in  the  beginning         ^ 
of  his  cruize,  when  he  took  12  rich  merchantmen,  being      *^  ^ 
part  of  a  convoy  from  Port  au  Prince-  His  fuccefs  would 
have  been  greater,  but  a  thick  fog  which  fuddenly  arofe, 
together  with  the  nearnefs  and  danger  of  the  enemy's 
coaft,  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the  reft,  as  well  as  to  the 
Ihips  of  war  by  which  they  were  guarded,  to  efcapc. 

The  new  admiral  foon  became  weary  of  the  arduous 
talk  to  which  he  had  bound  himlelf,  and  reiigned  his  com- 
mand,  immediately  after  the  return  of  the  fleet  to  Ports- 
mouth, on  the  1 8  th  of  Auguil  1 7  80.     On  his  refignation,  Auguft  iS« 
the  former  difficulty  of  finding  a  commander  returned. 
The  command  was  now  offered  to  Admiral  Barrington,  Ad.  Geary 
but  as  he  declined  tliis  high  office,  it  was  beftowed  oh  Succeeded 
Admiral  Darby,  the  next  in  rank  to  Barrington.     The    ^   "^' 
grand  fleet  failed  again  about  the  middle  of  September,  September, 
but  was  detained  for  fome  time,  by  contrary  winds,  at 
Torbay.     In  the  mean  time,  M.  de  Guichen,  having  left 
the  Weft  Indian  feas,  and  fet  fail  for  Europe,  to  the  great 
difappo'mtment  of  his  American  allies,  as  has  been  already 
related,   arrived  towards  the  end  of  O^ber,  at  Cadiz,  De  Guiche» 
with    1 8  fail  of  the  line,  and  feveral  frigates.     Here  he  ^"^***  JJ^ 
found  M.  d'Eftaing,  with  a  large  fleet,  ready  to  conduft    ^  '** 
him  and  his  convoy  to  the  French  ports.     When  united, 
they  were  very  numerous,  amounting  to  no  fewer  than 
36  fail  of  the  line,  two  50  gun  (hips, ,  and  a  number  of 
frigates ;  notwithftanding  which,  as  the  Britiih  fleet  under 
Adimral  Darby  was  known  to  be  in  the  way,  they  were 
condu&d  by  the  Spaniards,  as  far  as  Cape  Finifterre* 
After  being  driven  back  into  port  by  a  ftorm,  they  took 
their  final  leave  of  Cadiz  on  the  7th  of  November;  and,  No?.  71 
foon  after  pardng  with  the  the  Spaniih  fleet,  fell  in  with 
thacd^Adgfiiral  Darby.  The  latter,  however,  being  great- 
ly  outnumbered,  having  with  him  only  22  fail  of  the  line, 
and  two  50  gun  ihips,  did  not  venture  any  attack,  though 
die  condition  of  the  enemy  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  bad,  that 
an  attack  muft  have  been  attended  with  the  moft  decifive 
drcumftances  in  favour  of  Britain,  notwithftanding  their 
inferiority  in  number.  It  was  alfo  reported,  that  the  hof- 
dle  fleets  were  for  feveral  days  fo  near  each  other,  that 
it  was  a  matter  of  fome  care  and  nicety  to  prevent  their 
being  entangled  w  ith  each  other  in  the  dark. 

But  though  fo  little  was  performed,  this  year  and  the 
htSt,  by  the  grand  fleets  againft  each  other,  a  great  niunber 
of  well-fought  and  dcfperate  actions  took  place  between 
fin^  (hips  both  in  the  old  and  nevir  world.     Of  thefe,  the 
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CHAP,  battle  betwdxt  Paul  Jones  and  the  Sentpis  and  Scarborough, 
^^^^  is  as  remarkable  as  any.  I'his  adventurer  had  for  fome  time 
infefted  the  coafts of  Scotland.  In  April  1778,  he  had  plun- 
dered the  £arlof  Selkirk's  houfe,  where  he  had  formerly 
been  a  fervant,  of  its  plate,  and  afterwards  endeavoured  to 
fet  tire  to  the  town  of  Whitehaven. — From  thence  he  had 
proceeded  to  Ireland,  where,  after  having  alarmed  the 
country,  he  returned  to  Scodand.  In  the  morning  of  Sep- 
1779.  tember  15th  1779,  hisfquadron,  confiftingof  three  ihips 
^P^  «5«  of  the  line,  were  difcovered  otF  Eyraouth;  from  whence 
Sept.  1 7.  they  fteered  dire<My  up  the  Frith  of  Forth,  and  on  the  1 7  th 
were  nearly  oppofite  to  Leith-  His  intention  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  to  bum  or  deftroy  the  Ihipping  in  that  har- 
bour, but  he  was  prevented  from  attempting  any  thing  by 
a  ftron^  weft  wind,  which  drove  him  down  the  Frith. 
Proper  precautions  were  alfo  taken  to  prevent  his  repeat- 
ing the  attempt  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs.  In  one 
day  three  batteries  were  ereded ;  two  at  the  Citadel  in 
North  I-«ith,  and  one  near  Newhaven,  on  which  were 
mounted  30  cannon,  befides  carronades,  howitzers,  &c. 
Several  prizes,  however,  were  taken,  fome  of  which,  after 
being  plundered,  were  fet  adrift-  From  this  coaft,  our  ad- 
venturer failed  diredtly  to  that  of  Holland,  where  he  fell 
Engagement  in  with  the  Serapis  and  Scarborough.  A  dreadful  engage- 
Padi7onet  "^^"^  enfucd,  the  particulars  of  which  are  thus  related  by 
and  ilie  Se-  Captain  Pearfon  of  the  Serapis :  Tlie  enemy's  fquadron 
"P|j*°'^  confifted  of  two  frigates  and  a  two-deckcd  fliip.  About 
"^"8  twenty  minutes  after  feven,  the  largeft  fliip  brought  tx> 
within  mulket-fliot,  and  an  engagement  immediately  com- 
menced, which  was  carried  on  with  the  utmoft  fury.  The 
enemy  at  firft  endeavoured  to  board  the  Serapis ;  but  be- 
ing repulfed,  after  various  manoeuvres,  the  t^'o  fhips  be- 
came entangled  with  each  other  in  fuch  a  mamier  that  the 
muzzels  of  the  guns  touched  each  others  fides.  In  this  fitu- 
ation  the  engagement  cont'mued  for  two  hours,  during 
which  time,  from  the  great  quantity  of  burning  matter 
thrown  into  the  Serapis,  Ihe  was  on  fire  in  different  places 
no  lefs  thiin  ten  or  twelve  times,  nor  could  it  be  extin- 
guifhed  without  the  utmoft  difficulty ;  at  the  fame  time, 
that  fhe  was  raked  in  the  moft  dreadful  manner  by  the 
frigate,  fore  and  aft,  fo  that  alinoft  every  man  on  the 
quarter  and  main  decks  was  killed  or  wounded.  About 
half  paft  nine,  either  from  a  hand-grenade  thrown  in  at 
one  of  the  lower  deck  ports,  or  from  fome  other  accident, 
a  cartridge  of  powder  was  fet  on  fire,  the  flames  of  which, 
running  from  cartridge  to  cartridge,  at  lait  blew  up  the 
whole  of  the  .people  and  officers  on  the  main  deck,  ren- 
dering alio  the  gunsHinferviceable  on  that  part  of  the  fliip* 
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At  tnt  o'clock  the  enemy  called  out  for  quarter,  and  faid  CHAP. 


thcjr  had  ftruck ;  but  on  Captain  Pearfon  inquiring  into     '^^'^' 


the  troth  of  this  circumftancc,  and  no  anfwer  being  niade^ 
he  determined  to  board  the  enemy.  On  looking  into  her,  ^' 

however,  they  difcovered  a  fuperior  number,  with  pikes, 
ready  to  receive  them,  on  which  they  inftantly  retreated 
into  their  own  Ihip.  The  firing  was  then  continued  on 
both  fides  till  half  an  hour  after  ten,  when  the  frigate  com- 
mg  acrofs  the  ftem  of  the  Serapis,  poured  a  broadfide  into 
her ;  after  which,  the  Captain  finding  it  impracticable  to 
cxmtinae  the  engagement  any  longer,  ftruck  his  colours ; 
the  main-maft  coming  by  the  board  at  the  famo  inftant* 
The  conquering  vefiel  was  in  fuch  diibefs  that  ihe  funk 
the  next  night. 

In  the  month  following  another  very  delperate  aftion  Eogagemei^ 
took  place-  Captain  Farmer  of  his  Majcfty's  fhip  Quebec,  ^^^"  '*** 
being  on  a  cruize  off  Ufhant,  in  company  with  the  Ram-  ^^vilUnte, 
Mcr  cutter,  came  up  with,  and  clofely  engaged,  a  large  oaobcr. 
French  frigate  called  the  Survillante,  mounting  40  guns; 
while  the  Rambler  was  engaged  with  a  French  cutter,  as 
fiipcrior  in  force  as  the  French  frigate  was  to  the  Quebec. 
The  aAion  cm  both  fides  was  warm  and  bloody,  from  ten  in 
the  morning  till  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  French 
cutter  fee  all  the  fail  (he  could  crowd,  and  bore  away ; 
but  the  Rantbler  being  fo  difabled  in  her  mafts  and  rig- 
gmg,  could  not  follow  her  with  any  hopes  of  coming  up 
with  her.  The  commander,  therefore,  feeing  both'  the 
frigates  difniafted,  and  the  Quebec  take  fire,  endeavoured 
to  get  as  near  the  Quebec  as  polfible,  in  hopes  of  faving 
fome  of  her  men ;  but  their  being  but  little  wind,  and  a 
large  fwell,  no  other  afliftance  could  be  aiforded  than  by 
hoiffing  out  the  boat,  which  picked  up  one  mailer's  mate, 
two  young  midfhipmen,  and  fourteen  more  of  the  Quebec's 
people,  the  enemy's  frigate  at  the  fame  time  firing  at  the 
boat-  The  Quebec  continued  burning  very  fierce,  with 
her  colours  flying  till  fix  o'clock,  when  flie  blew  up. 

Words  cannot  defcribe  the  gallantry  and  magnanimity 
displayed  by  Captain  Farmer  on  this  occafion,  not  only 
in  the  engagement,  but  the  fatal  cataftrophe  with  which 
it  was  attended.  Having  his  arm  broken  towards  the  clofe 
of  die  engagement,  he  tied  his  handkerchief  round  the 
flattered  part  of  the  bone,  and  then  addreffed  his  men 
tt  follows :  *^  My  lads !  this  is  warm  work ;  therefore 
"  keep  up  your  fire  with  double  fpirit ;  we  will  die  or 
"conquer!*' 

When  the  fliip  took  fire,  he  ufed  every  method  to  extin- 
gtuih  the  flames ;  and,  in  order  that  an  explofion  might  be 
pret^ented,  ordered  the  pumps  to  play  on  the  magazine^ 

Vou  U.  Q 
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CHAP.  This  order,  by  the  event,  appears  not  to  have  beea  pro* 
^"[^^  perly  effeSed.  The  captain,  however,  the  lieutenant,  and 
many  of  the  crew  imagined  it  was,  and  therefore  remained 
'^^^*  to  the  lad  moment  on  board ;  but  moft  of  the  men,  think* 
ing  the  water  afforded  a  better  chance  of  fafety,  jumped 
into  the  Tea,  where  nimibers  periihed  in  fight  of  thofe  oa 
board  the  (hip.  The  fire  now  raging  with  more  violence^ 
the  captain  was  requefted  to  attempt  faving  himfelf^  but  he 
refufed  every  folicitation,  and,  with  a  magnanimity  that 
will  perpetuate  his  memory,  declared  he  would  not  quit 
the  Ihip  whilft  there  remained  another  man  on  board-  By 
degrees  his  brave  companions  grew  lefs  andlefs,  and  as  he 
faw  inevitable  deftrodion  faft  approaching,  he  entreated 
the  remainder  to  attempt  to  fave  their  lives  by  the  only- 
effort  remaining,  namely,  that  of  jumping  into  the  fea- 
liis  lieutenant  ilood  mournfully  by  him,  and  exhibited  a 
fcene  to  which  neither  the  pen  nor  the  pencil  can  do  juftice* 
The  fate  of  the  gallant  Captain  Farmer  will  be  lamented 
by  every  Englifhman.  In  the  awful  hour  of  peril,  when  his 
fate  was  inevitable,  it  is  faid  he  fat  on  ^he  Huke  of  the  fheec 
anchor,  waiting,  with  heroic  fortitude,  the  dreadful  explo-^ 
(ion,  which  at  laft  numbered  him  with  departed  heroes^ 
Perhaps  there  never  was,  in  the  annals  of  the  world,  ex- 
hibited a  more  ftriking  inftance  of  true  courage,  undaunised 
refolution,  and  fioical  philofophy ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed but  pofterity  will  |>ay  that  refpeft  to  his  memory,  which 
fuch  an  illuflxious  character  defcrves. 

When  intelligence  was  receivedin  Britainof  this  melan- 
choly event,  univerial  lamentation  prevailed*  Every  one 
regretted  the  fate  of  the  heroic  veteran ;  and  hb  Majefty, 
as  a  mark  of  refpe£t  to  his  memory,  conferred  the  di^ty 
of  a  Baronet  of  Great  Brit;dn  on  his  eldeft  fan- 
,-Sc.  The  following  year  was  diftinguiihed  by  a  great  number 

of  combats  of  a  iirailar  nature,  in  which  fuch  inftances  of 
of  profeffional  (kill,  courage,  and  dexterity,  were  continu* 
ally  difplayed  by  the  French,  as  had  never  before  appeared 
in  the  marine  of  that  nation*  Nor  is  it  probable,  that  the 
naval  hiftory  of  any  age  could,  in  an  equal  fpace  of  time, 
aiford  fo  many  mftances  of  fmgle  combat  between  ihip  and 
Ihip,  m  which  the  points  of  national  and  profefllonal  ho» 
nour  were  fo  well  fuftained,  and  fuch  numerous  a£ts  of 
bravery  performed  on  both  fides* 
Dreadful  But  while  the  human  fpecies  were  thus  vying  with  each 

hufricine  in  o^er  in  their  efforts  to  deftroy  their  brethren,  the  fury 
Mku^      of  the  elements  feemed  to  be  let  loofe  in  the  Weft  Indiea 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  if  defigned  to  imprefs  mankind  with 
a  thorough  convidion  of  their  own  intrinfic  weaknefs,  and 
the  infufficiency  even  of  the  moft  formidable  apparatus 
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Aejr  couM  invent  to  refift  their  faperior  power.  On  the  C  H  a  p. 
roth  of  Oftober  1 7  80,  thefe  iflands,  which  were  the  prin-  v^^^^i^, 
cipal  objeAs  of  contention  betwixt  the  Britilh  and  French,  ^^'^'"'^ 
were  vilited  by  a  hurricane  of  unequalled  violence.  At  0£t7iftl' 
^rbadoes  it  continued,  with  very  httle  intermiirion,  for 
48  hours.  On  the  morning  of  the  loth,  there  was  much 
raia  and  wind  from  the  N.  W.  By  ten  o'clock  it  increafed 
very  mqch;  by  one  the  fhips  in  the  bay  drove;  by  four 
the  Albem^le  frigate  parted  her  anchors  and  went  to  fea, 
as  did  all  the  other  veffels,  about  25  in  number.  By  fix 
o'clock  the  wind  had  torn  up  and  blown  do^^'n  many  trees, 
wad  foreboded  a  moft  vk)lent  tempeft.  At  the  Govem- 
snent-houfe  every  precaution  was  taken  to  guard  againft 
what  might  happen*  The  doors  and  windows  were  bar- 
ricaded up ;  but  by  ten  o^clock  the  wind  forced  itfelf  a 
paffagc  through  the  houfe  from  the  N-  N.  VV.  and  the 
(empeft  increafmg  every  minute,  the  family  took  to  the 
centre  of  the  building,  imagining,  from  the  prodigious 
firength  of  the  walls,  they  being  three  feet  thick,  and 
from  its  circular  form,  it  would  have  withftood  the  wind's 
utinoft  rage.  However,  by  half  after  eleven  o'clock,  they 
were  obliged  to  retreat  into  the  cellar,  the  wind  having 
forced  its  way  into  every  part,  and  torn  off  nioft  of  the 
roof.  From  diis  afylum  they  were  foon  driven  out :  the 
water  being  (topped  in  its  paflage,  found  a  way  into  the 
cellar,  fo  that  they  knew  not  where  to  go :  the  water 
had  rifen  four  feet,  and  the  ruins  were  falling  from  all 
quarters.  The  only  chance  now  was  to  make  for  the  fields, 
and  the  family  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  to  the  ruins  of 
the  fiagftaif,  which  foon  after  giving  way,  every  one  en# 
deavoured  to  find  a  flielter  for  himfelf.  The  governor  and 
the  few  who  remained  were  thrown  down,  and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  they  gained  the  cannon,  under  the  carriages 
of  which  they  took  ihelter.  Here  their  fituation  was  very 
deplprable ;  many  of  the  cannon  were  moved  out  of  their 
places,  and  one  twelve  pounder  was  carried  from  the  fouth 
to  the  north  battery,  a  diftance  of  about  1 40  yards.  Gene- 
ral Vauc;han,.the  commander  in  chief  of  the  military  in  th« 
ifland,  leeming  to  imagine,  that  from  his  ftation  he  ought 
to  defy  the  wrath  of  the  elements,  as  well  as  the  arms  of 
die  enemy,  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  prevailed  upon 
to  quit  his  houfe,  accompanied  by  a  fingle  friend.  They 
had  fcarcely,  however,  paffed  the  threlliold,  ere  the  tern* 
peft  feparated  them  they  knew  not  whither.  It  was  the 
general's  fate  to  be  driven  down  a  precipice  of  conlidcra* 
Me  extent,  of  which  having  reached  the  bottom,  he  felt 
himfelf  nearly  up  to  the  middle  in  water ;  and  in  that  fitua^ 
PmTac  was  found  in  the  morning,  forely  bruifed  by  his  fall^ 
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CHAP,  and  almoft  exhaufted  with  fatigue.  It  happened/  that  the 

^"^"^  general  and  his  friend  had  not  quiced  the  houfe  five  minutes^ 
before  the  building  tumbled  to  the  ground^  and  feven  per- 
*^  ^"  fons  loft  their  lives  in  tlic  fall.  Ihe  general's  fccretary, 
who  was  in  the  houfe  a|  that  trnie,  had  his  thigh  broken ; 
and  when  morning  arrived,  the  general  found  himfelf  de- 
prived of  donieftics,  money,  clothes^  furniture^  and  every 
thing  he  poiTefled  in  the  illand. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  dreadful  night,  Bridgetown,  tho 
'  capital  of  the  ifland,  was  alinoft  entirely  levelled  with  the 

ground.  I'he  other  houfes  of  the  town  ihared  the  fam^ 
fete  with  the  Government-houfe,  but  in  a  much  fliorter 
time ;  nor  was  there  a  fmgle  houfe  on  the  ifland  but  what 
fuffered  damage.  In  general,  they  were  levelled  ^kvtii  the 
ground;  the  plantations  deftroyed;  the  produce  of  the 
earth  fo  totally  torn  up  and  difperfed,  that  not  a  veitigo 
of  it  was  to  be  found ;  moft  of  the  horned  cattle  were  kill, 
ed ;  and  the  moft  opulent  families,  as  well  as  the  moft  in-> 
digent,  expofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  with- 
out food  or  fhelter.  Several  thoufand  lives  were  loft,  but 
the  numbers  could  never  be  properly  afceriained,  as  befides 
thofe  who  perifhed  in  the  terapeft,  and  whofe  bodies  were 
eafily  found,  great  numbers  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
their  houfes. 

At  St  Lucia  the  ftorm  did  not  commence  with  violence 

Oa.  u.  till  the  morning  of  the  i  ith  of  Odober.  Several  fhips  of 
war  that  had  been  ftationed  for  the  protedion  of  the  ifland 
were  driven  out  to  fea  before  day-light.  One  veffel  was 
loft,  with  all  on  board  her.  Moft  of  them  were  difmafted ; 
and  the  Amazon  and  Vengeance  bomb-vefiel  were  with 
pouch  difficulty  faved. 

On  the  ifland  of  St  Lucia  all  the  huts  and  barracks  for 
the  tropp$,  as  well  as  the  other  buildings  of  the  ifland 
were  blown  down.  A  fimilar  devaftation  took  place  at  Grcr 
nada ;  and  at  St  Vincent's  it  was  faid,  tliat  not  a  houfe  was 
left  ftanding.  To  thefe  deftructive  fcenes  we  (hall  only  add, 
that  of  the  effefts  of  the  hurricane  in  Jamaica,  where  it  was 
earlier  by  a  week  than  in  the  other  iflands.  Here  alfo  it 
was  rendered  ftill  mpi'e  terrible  by  being  accompanied 
with  an  earthquake  and  extraordinary  fwell  of  the  fea  ; 
however  it  was  happily  mpre  confined  in  its  ettefts,  reach* 

CMtobcf  3.  ing  only  the  weftern  part  of  the  ifland*  On  the  3d  of  Oc« 
tober,  v'hile  the  inhabitants  of  Savannah-la-Mar  (then  a 
confiderahle  trading  town  pn  the  fouth  of  the  ifland)  were 
gazmg  at  fuch  a  fwell  of  the  fea,  and  agitation  of  its  waves, 
as  had  never  before  been  qbferved,  it  fuddenly  burft  out 
at  once  beyond  all  bounds,  and  overwhelmed  the  town  with 
fuch  fudden  and  inevitable  deftrudioni  that  not  a  veftzge  of 
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either  habitation  or  inhabitant  remained*  On  thisoccafion  C  H  a  F» 
the  fea  flowed  up  half  a  mile  beyond  its  ufual  bounds ;  but     XXII. 
lamentable  as  this  cataftrophe  was,  it  feemed  to  be  only  a  ^^^^'^^^^ 
prelude  to  a  calamity  equally  dreadful  and  much  more  ex-      *^*^* 
tenfive.  The  fucceeding  earthquake  and  hurricane  fpread 
defolation  as  elfedually  over  the  two  pariihes  of  \Veft«. 
moreland  and  Hanover,  inclucUng  the  whole  weftern  part 
of  the  ifland.  By  the  joint  force  of  thefe,  fcarce  a  houfe. 
was  left  ftanc&ng  in  either  of  the  pariihes  juft  mentioned^ 
or  in  thofe  of  St  James  and  Elizabeth.   Numbers  of  pco)> 
pky  both  black  and  white,  periftied ;  the  provifions  and 
live  flock  were  entirely  deib'oyed,  and  the  rich  cultivated 
(oH  in  many  places  covered  with  heaps  of  barren  matter, 
which  could  neither  be  removed,  nor  rendered  fertile  by 
cultiv'atioa.  The  damage  done  in  the  parifli  of  Weftmore* 
land  alone  was  eftimated  at  7oo,oool-  fterling,  and  in  that 
of  Hanover  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  property  was  fup- 
poled  to  be  deftroyed.   A  parliamentary  grant  and  liberal 
fubfcriptions  were  made  for  the  fuiferers. 

The  French  iflands  did  not  efcape  more  than  thofe  be- 
lon^ng  to  Britain-  At  Martinico,  the  beautiful  town  of  St 
Pierre  ibared  the  fame  fate  with  that  of  Savannah.la-Mar 
in  Jamaica ;  and  the  moft  dreadful  defolation  was  fpread 
throu^out  the  whole  ifland* 

The  damage  done  to  the  (hipping  was  immenfe.  Admi- 
ral Rodney  fortunately  efcaped,  by  having  previoufly  faiU 
ed  to  the  coaft  of  North  America ;  but  the  (hips  under 
Adaural  Rowley,  which  convoyed  the  Jamaica  fleet  on  its 
way  to  Britain^  fufiered  excelTively.  Of  this  fqu;idron  the 
Adifiural's  (hip,  with  five  others^  returned  to  Jamaica,  en^ 
tirely  diiabled,  and  moftly  difmafled*  In  this  condition,  the 
Berwick,  being  feparated  from  the  reft,  found  it  preferable 
Co  underuke  a  voyage  to  England  rather  than  to  return. 
The  Stirling  Caltie,  of  64  guns,  was  loft  on  the  coaft  of 
Hifpaniola,  and  only  about  hfty  of  the  people  faved>  The 
Thunderer,  of  74  guns  under  Commodore  Walftnghara, 
foundered  at  fea*  The  Phcenix,  of  44  guns,  commanded  by 
Sir  Hyde  Parker,  perKhed  on  the  illand  of  Cuba ;  but  the 
officers  and  moft  of  her  crew  were  happily  faved.  The 
Laurel  and  Andromeda,  of  a  8  guns  each,  were  wrecked  on 
the  coaft  of  Martinico*  A  great  number  of  fmaller  ve(rel8 
were  either  totally  loft  or  greatly  damaged. 

A  few  xlays  after  the  earthquake  and  hurricane  in  the  storm  of  a 
Weft  Indies,  a  moft  dreadful  ftorm  happened  in  England,  finguiar  na- 
by  which  a  trail  of  fine  country  between  Lcmdon  and  Rich-  ^"^^^1^  ^"*'' 
mond  fuffered  exceedingly*     A  number  of  houfes  were  o«a.  if. 
blown  down,  and  large  trees  torn  up  by  tlie  roots*    This 
fionn,  feemin^ly  00  lefs  violent  than  that  which  had  deib» 
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CHAP,  lated  the  Weft  India  iilands,  was  of  a  peculiar  nature,  an4 

XXII.     refembled  rather  a  fucceffion  of  violent  eleftric  explofions 

^'^^^'^^'^  than  wind ;  and  indeed^  from  the  beft  accounts  of  it,  it  ift 

*'  probable  that  the  whole  mifchief  was  done  in  the  ihort 

{pace  of  a  minute  and  a  half,  or  two  minutes. 

During  the  clofe  of  the  year  1 780  and  the  beginning 

1781.     oi  178 1,  the  operations  of  the  French  were  fufpended  by 

reafon  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  Britifli  at  fea ;  by  which,  as 

we  have  already  feen,  dbeir  defign,  in  conjun^on  with  the 

Americans,  for  the  cutting  off  Arnold's  retreat  from  Vir« 

^nia,  was  totally  overthrown*   On  this  occafion  they  had 

got  fome  addition  to  their  naval  force,  and  were  betides 

farther  encouraged  by  a  difafter  which  had  befallen  the 

Britifh  fleet  in  a  tempeft.  But  the  commanders  of  the  lat* 

tcr  having  repaired  their  damages  more  fpecdily  than 

could  have  been  imagined,  ftill  were  able  to  intercept  the 

enemy  on  their  way  from  Rhcde-Iiland  to  Virginia.     An 

engagement  enfued,  in  which  victory  belonged  to  the  Britifh, 

though,  by  reafon  of  three  of  their  fliips  being  difabled, 

the  advantage  could  not  be  purfued  in  iucb  a  manner  as 

to  be  rendered  decifive* 

Dc  Cnfk        Towards  the  end  of  March,  however,  M,  de  GrafTc  fet 

fcttfaii  with  failfirom  Breft  with  a  fleet  of  25  fail  of  the  line,  and  a  Ihip 

from  Prance  ^^  5^  g"^^,  having  on  board  6000  land  forces,  and  cent 

to  the  Weft  voying  a  vaft  number  of  rich  merchant  (hips,  amounting  to 

Tndieii.        between  200  and  300.  Of  this  formidable  armament,  howr 

arc    2a.  ^^^j.^  £^,g  ^^jpg  ^|r  ^j^^  y^^^  under  the  command  of  M.  de 

Suffrein,  were  fent  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  with  part  of  the 
land  forces ;  whilft  the  Admiral,  with  20  fail  of  the  line, 
the  fifty-gun  fhip,  and  the  remainder  of  the  convoy,  pro* 
ceeded  diredly  for  Martinico,  where  they  had  already 
eight  fliips  of  the  line  and  one  fifty-gun  iliip.  Without 
this  reinforcement,  the  Britifh  fleet  under  Sir  George 
Rodney  was  an  over  match  for  that  under  de  GrafTe,  as 
it  coniilled  of  2 1  fail  of  the  line ;  for  which  reafon  every 
effort  was  ufcd  to  intercept  the  hoftile  fleet  on  its  way  from 
Europe,  before- it  could  receive  fuch  a  formidable  additicm 
of  flrength.  Admirals  Sir  Samuel  Hood  and  Drake  were 
accordingly  detached  for  this  purpofe,  with  17  fail  of  the 
line,  while  Rodney  remained  at  St  Euftatius  with  his  own 
fliip,  the  Sandwich  of  90  guns,  the  Triumph  of  74,  as  well 
as  General  Vaughan,  with  a  flrong  body  0f  land  forces ; 
another  (hip  of  64  and  one  of  60  being  then  at  St  Luci^ 
on  a  cruize, 
tngagemrnt  The  couric  of  thc  French  fleet,  from  Europe  to  Fort 
slrn^  H^!ld  ^^y^^>  ^*y  'l^r^wgli  ^he  Channel  of  St  Lucia,  which  is 
aq^  be  °  about  ten  leagues  over,  and  feparates  that  iflaod  from 
CraH*e.       Martinico*    1  he  cape  of  Salines  in  Martinico  lies  at  th^ 
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cpemng  of  the  Channel  to  the  eaftward  in  the  way  from  C  H  a  p. 
Europe,  while  Fort  Royal  ftands  near  the  bottom  of  the  ^J^^^'i^j 
Channel  at  its  weftcm  end,  where  it  widens  into  the  maia 
fca.     About  half  way  between  them  lies  the  Diamond     '^  '* 
Rock,  a  little  off  from  a  broken  neck  of  land  forming  the 
eaft  fide  of  Fort  Royal  bay,  the  town  and  harbour  lying 
on  the  oppofite  fide-     The  Britifli  fleet  were  ftationed  off 
this  bay,  in  order  to  intercept  the  enemy  in  their  way  to 
Fort  Royal.     Objeftions,  however,  are  faid  to  have  been 
Blade  to  this  pofition,  on  account  of  the  fleet  being  con- 
pnually^  liable  to  fall  to  the  leeward,  ;ind  a  propofal  was 
made  by^  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  that  they  ihould  cruize  off  Cape 
Salines,  where  their  windward  fituation  would  render  it 
impoiTible  for  any  fleet  to  enter  the  Channel  without  en- 
countering them. 

This  falutary  advice,  if  pven  at  all,  was  rejefted  with- 
out much  ceremony,  and  the  fleet  continued  to  cruize  oiF 
die  bay  oS  Fort  Royal  till  the  28th  of  April,  when  the  April  18, 
appearance  of  a  fuperior  hoflile  fleet  was  announced  by 
iome  of  the  headmoil  cruizers  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood's  divi-' 
6on*  Without  regarding  their  fuperiority  of  force,  how- 
ever, a  (ignal  was  immediately  made  for  a  general  chace 
Id*  windward;  and,  fome  time  after,  when  the  ftiips  were 
pretty  well  come  up,  he  formed  the  line  of  battle  a-head. 
Aconfuitation  was  held  between  the  Admirals  in  the  night, 
in  which  it  was  determined  to  keep  the  line  a-head,  in  or- 
der to  get  as  much  as  poflible  to  windward,  and  thus  pre- 
\Bent  the  enemy  from  putting  into  Fort  Royal  bay.  Next 
iDonung,  notwithftanding  the  utmoft  diligence  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  commanders,  four  ihips  of  the  line  and  a  fifty-gun 
fiiip  had  joined  De  Grafle;  fo  that  though  the  Prince 
WiUiam,  of  64  guns,  bkewife  joined  the  Britifh,  there  was 
fiill  a  fuperiority  of  fix  fail  of  the  I'me  on  the  part  of  the 
French. 

The  Britifti  Admirals  were  far  from  being  difmayed  at 
this  great  fuperiority  of  force.  On  the  contrary,  they 
iiTed  every  endeavour  to  come  to  a  clofe  engagement ;  but, 
as  the  French  fleet  had  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  it  was 
impoilible  to  force  an  action  of  this  kind.  M.  de  Grafle 
diofe  to  engage  at  the  greateft  diftance  poflible.  Indeed 
his  fleet  had  fired  half  an  hour  before  die  balls  reached 
any  of  the  Britifh  fhips.  At  half  paft  eleven,  however, 
the  balls  began  to  reach,  and  the  firing  was  returned  on 
the  part  of  the  Britifh,  but  ftill  at  too  great  a  diftance, 
and  continued  to  be  fo  during  the  whole  time  of  the  en- 
gagement. Great  eforts  were  made  by  the  Britifh  officers 
to  clofe  with  their  adverfaries;  but  thefe  were  attended 
only  with  the  ufual  confequences.    Inftead  of  being  able 
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C  H  A  p.  to  accomplifh  their  purpofc,  they  found  thenifelves  cx- 

;^JL"*,  pofed  to  a  prodigious  fire  from  great  part  of  the  enemy's- 

J        fleet ;  fo  that  the  RulFel,  and  four  other  fhips,  were  for 

the  prefent  totally  difabled  from  fervicc ;  the  former  being 

obliged  to  bear  away  for  St  Euftatius,  and  with  great 

difficulty  prevented  from  fmking  by  the  way. 

The  great  advantage  which  the  Fretlch  Admiral  had 
now  obtained  rendered  him  defirous  of  improving  it,  by 
coming  to  a  clofer  action  next  day ;  but  a  dextrous  ma- 
noeuvre of  the  Britiih  Admiral  to  gain  the  wind,  by  which 
he  would  have  eflfe^lually  cut  oiF  the  one  half  of  the  French 
fleet  from  any  afliltance  from  the  other,  efFefiually  damped 
his  ardour,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  the  Britiih 
feemed  to  have  been  the  aggreffors.  Next  day,  how  ever, 
the  condition  of  the  (hips  which  had  fuffered  in  the  engage- 
ment having  induced  the  Admirals  to  fail  for  Antigua, 
the  French  purfued  with  more  vigour  than  they  had 
hitherto  fliown ;  and  the  Torbay,  having  fallen  confidera- 
bly  aftem,  received  feveral  (hot  and  fome  damage  before 
ftie  could  be  relieved-  The  arrival  of  the  Rulfel  at  St 
Euftatius  roufed  the  Britifti  commanders  there  from  their 
Miaftivity.  The  damaged  lliip  was  quickly  repaired,  and, 
in  three  days,  the  Admiral  and  General,  with  fome  land 
forces,  joined  Sir  Samuel  Hood  for  the  prote^on  of  the 
iflands ;  and,  after  having  fpcnt  fome  time  at  Antigua  for 
the  thorough  repair  of  the  Ihips,  the  whole  fleet  proceed- 
ed to  the  iUand  of  Barbadoes. 
Unfuccefsful  In  the  mean  time,  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  refolved  to 
Hr  BouiUc  "^^'^  ^  ^^^  attempt  for  the  recovery  of  St  Lucia.  A  body 
to  recover  of  troops.  Under  the  Vifcount  Damas,  landed  on  that 
St  Lucia,  ifland  on  the  loth  of  May,  and  took  poft  at  Grofslflet 
*^  '®*  bay,  where  they  hoped  to  furprife  the  46th  regiment.  In 
this,  however,  they  mifcarried,  having  been  able  only  to 
carry  off  one  officer  prifoner,  with  the  fick  foldiers  of  the 
regiment,  whom  they  fent  to  Martinico.  The  officer  who 
commanded  in  Pigeon  Ifland  was  then  fummoned  to  fur- 
render  ;  but  he,  confcieus  of  the  importance  of  the  pofl: 
he  held,  returned  a  fpirited  anfwer,  at  the  fame  rime  mak- 
ing fuch  preparations  for  a  vigorous  defence  as  fomewhat 
damped  their  ardour. 

The  ditferent  pofl:s  of  the  ifland  were  defended  by  Bri- 
gadier General  St  Leger,  who  made  the  beft  difpofitions 
wath  the  force  he  had,  though  that  was  too  fmall  for  de- 
fending  pofts  fo  numerous  and  widely  extended.  How- 
ever, he  was  excellently  feconded  by  Ws  officers ;  and  the 
merchants,  as  well  as  the  crews  of  the  trading  veflels,  all 
entered  mto  the  fervice  with  the  grcatcft  alacrity. 
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During  the  night,  the  French  troops  underwent  a  vc-  C  H  a  ?♦ 
ry  fatiguing  march,  in  order  to  feize  the  flrong  port  of      -      ' 
Morne  Fortune,  which  was  the  principal  one  in  the  ^^gi, 
ifladd ;  and  the  nftxt  day,  the  ifland  was  inverted  by  the 
fleet  under  de  Graffc,  of  25  fail  of  the  line.     They  bore 
down  upon  Grofs  lilet  Bay,  with  an  apparent  view  of 
anchoring  there,  but  were  driven  off  by  a  welWire^t* 
ed  fire  from  the  batteries  on  Pigeon's  Illand;  notwith- 
ftanding  which  repulfe,  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  contH 
nued  to  make  fuch  difpoiitions  as  indicated  an  attack  on 
MomeFoitune  next  day;  but,  to  the artoniihment  of 
the  whole  ifland,  he  re-embarked  all  his  troops  in  the 
night,  and,  next  morning,  the  whole  fleet  was  feen 
(landing  over  to  Martinico. 

About  a  fortnight  afttr  the  expedition  had  been  un-  Tobigota- 
dcrtaken  againit  St  Lucia,  a  fniall  French  fquadron,  jj:*"  ^X^*** 
with  a  coni:-derable  body  of  land  forces  on  board,  under    """^  * 
the  command  of  M.  de  Bianchelande,  who  had  been  go* 
vernor  of  St  Vincent's,  appeared  off  the  ifland  of  To- 
bago.    The Kattteiiiake,  a  very  (wik  failing  veflel,  was  Mayas, 
iaitantly  difpatcbed  by  Governor  Ferguflbn  to  Admiral 
Rodney  wiih  this  important  intelligence;  and  Captain 
Barnes  had  the  good  fortune  to  deliver  his  difpatches  to 
hiui  in  three  days  after  he  received  it.     On  this  occafl- 
on  the  commander  in  chief  did  not  jnove  with  the  whole 
fleet  to  the  relief  of  the  ifland,  but  fent  Admiral  Drake  M«y  «8rf 
wiih  fix  fail  of  the  line,  a  few  frigates,  and  fome  land 
forces  under  the  command  of  General  Skene,  to  its  re- 
lief; at  the  fame  time,  feveral  fwift  failing  veflels  were 
dif|)atched  to  give  notice  to  Mr  Ferguflbn,  governor  of 
Tobago,  of  the  intended  relief.     As  the  commander  in 
chief,  however,  was  well  apprifed  that  M.  de  Graffe, 
wizh  his  whole  fleet,  was  cruiling  between  the  Diamond 
Rock  and  St  Lucia^  he  cautioned  Mr  Drake  aguinit  ven- 
turing an  engagement  with  an  enemy  fo  greatly  fupe- 
rior  in  ftrength;  but  after  landing  the  troops  on  the 
ifland,  and  endeavouring  to  dertroy   the  fquadron  by 
which  the  ifland  was  inveited,he  was  direded  to  rejoin 
title  fleet  without  lofs  of  time. 

With  thefe  diredions,  however,  it  was  now  impofli- 
blc  to  comply.  When  Admiral  Drake  approached  the 
ifland,  he  found  his  paflagc  thither  intercepted  by  the 
^hole  French  fl  et,  amounting  to  27  fail  of  the  line  ; 
fo  chat,  inrtead  of  being  able  to  afford  any  relief  to  the 
ifland,  he  was  purfued  a  confulcrable  way,  in  fight  of 
the  garrifbn  and  inhabitants;  and  foon  after  a  report 
was  r/ifed  on  the  ifland,  that  he  was  taken  with  his 
whole  fqnadron.  ^ 

V  oi..  VI.  H 
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CHAP.  But  though  the  garrifon  were  no\r  totally  cut  off 
^^'''  from  all  hopes  of  relief,  the  French  nict  with  much  more 
i78Tr^  trouble  than  they  could  have  expected  in  the  redudtion 
of  the  ifland.  According  to  Governor  Ferguflbn's  ac- 
count, the  French  made  good  their  landing  on  the  24th 
of  May,  1781,  with  very  little  lofs,  at  a  place  called 
Great  Courljnd,  Here  was  a  temporary  battery  of  three 
18  pounders,  but  ahnoft  entirely  without  cover,  >and  fa 
injudicioufly  pofted,  that  (hips  could  fire  on  the  back 
part  of  it  before  a  gun  from  it  could  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  them.  The  confequence  of  this  was,  iliat  the  Plu- 
ton,  a  French  Ihip,  having  broiicrht  to  within  400  yards 
of  the  battery,  quickly  drove  the  parry  from  it  without 
their  being  able  almolt  to  bring  a  gun  to  bear  upon  her, 
though  a  tingle  gun  judicioully  placed,  and  properly  . 
managed,  killed  ieveral  of  her  men. 

The  governor  then  difpofcd  of  his  troops  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  be  capable  of  haralling  the  French  on  their 
march;  but  the  French  genera!,  av/are  of  his  danger, 
chole  another  road,  which  rendered  the  precaution  of 
PiitrJo.irm  Mr  Ferguffon  ufclefs.  A  gentleman  (MrCollow)  then 
Tow''  ^'^'oiftred  to  fet  fire  to  his  fugar-canes,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  advancing  ;  but  by  reafon  of  fomerain 
which  had  fallen,  they  did  not  burn  with  fuch  rapidity 
as  to  have  the  defired  effed. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  was  judged  proper  to  retire  to 
Concordia,  the  principal  fortification  of  the  ifland,  left 
the  enemy,  by  a  circuitous  march  of  their  forces,  ihould 
make  themfelves  maflers  of  it.  '  The  French  command- 
er then  difperfed  papers  among  the  planters,  complain- 
ing of  their  having  dcferted  their  habitations,  and  ac- 
quainting them  that  their  plantations  would  be  plun- 
dered, and  their  property  confifcated,  if  they  did  not 
return  to  them  ill  twenty-four  hours.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, had  no  effect  on  the  planters,  any  more  than  a 
meflage  from  General  Blanchelande  to  the  governor,  in 
which  he  informed  him,  that  he  bad  landed  with  :>ooo 
troops  to  conquer  the  ifland,  and  that  he  would  give 
any  terms  of  capitulation  that  might  be  demanded. 

A  reinforcement  was  now  fent  for  from  Martinico. 
The  enemy  took  poffeinon  of  the  heights  about  Concor- 
dia, and  foon  after  threatened  an  attack  ;  on  \vhi<  h  oc- 
and  of  Mr  cafion,  another  gentleman  (Mr  Law)  gave  a  iignal 
La  AT.  proof  of  his  patriotic  virtues,  by  oifering  to  burn  his 
hou.fe  and  oilier  buildings,  which  he  perceived  the  go- 
vernor was  unwilling  todeitroy,  though  it  feemed  ne- 
cefiary  to  do  fo  for  the  fafety  of  the  ifland.  Nor  was 
Jthis  difigreeable  fervice  executed   without  opporuion 
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,ffom  the  enemy,    by   which  fome  negroes  and  twoCHAP. 
whifc  people  were  wounded.  * 

'  In  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  May,  the  governor  ^"^^gJT' 
was  acquainted  by  Admiral  Drake  that  he  was  coming  May  jo, 
to  his  aUiibncc  with  fix  fail  cf  the  line,  three  frigates, 
and  528  land  forces  under  General  Skene ;  but  the  joy 
occalioned  by  this  meflage  was  foon  damped  by  infor- 
macion,  that  the  whole  French  fleet  had  fallen  in  with 
Mr  Drake,  in  confeouence  of  a  letter  from  General 
Blanchelande  iix  days  before  ;  and  that  the  landing  of 
the  troops  was  ngt  only  impoUible,  but  it  was  fuppofed  , 
his  fqiLidron  was  taken.     Next  day,  the  French  fleet 
wasfeen  in  chace  of  Admiral  Drake's  fquadron,  at  the 
faiiie  time   that  two  frigates  and  three  cutters  full  of 
French  troops,  being  the  cxpeded  reinfor-ement  fronj 
Marrinico,   were   feen   putting   into  Courland  bay  in 
Tobaj^o.  * 

As  the  ground  at  Concordia  is  ftrong,  and  commands 
a  view  of  both  fides  of  the  illand,  it  was  therefore  a  de- 
firable  poll  for  the  Britifli  troops;  but  the  trench  which 
had  been  dug  there  fome  years  before,  was  almod  en- 
tirely filled  up  ;  and,  though  it  had  been  cleared  out, 
would  have  required  a  much  greater  number  of  men 
than  were  at  that  time  on  the  ifl.ind  to  defend  it.  For 
thefe,  and  other  reafons,  the  engineers  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  place  was  no  longer  tenable  againft  fuch  a  force 
as  now  threatened  to  ailail  it,  and  it  was  refolved  to  re- 
treat to  Caledonia.  This  place  is  fituated  in  the  centre 
oftheifland,  and  by  nature  exceedingly  ftrong.  From 
thence  to  the  north  fide  is  a  road  fix  miles  in  length, 
and  fo  narrow,  that  two  men  cannot  walk  abreaft.  On 
tach  iide  there  is  an  impenetrable  foreil  extending  fome 
miles  in  length  ;  fo  that  a  handful  of  men  could  defend 
this  poft  again  ft  an  army, 

Mr  Ferguflbn,  now  thinking himfelflecure  in  his  for- 
trcfs,  and  having  a  few  daysprovifion,  made  every  pre- 
paration neceffary  for  a  vigorous  defence.  The  Mar- 
qjisdeBouille,  who  had  now  arrived  from  Martinico, 
oectived  by  the  filence  of  the  Britiih  march,  aniby 
centries  being  left  after  the  garrifon  went  away,  fent  a 
fi^g  to  Concordia,  in  expectation  to  find  the  troops  Itill 
there;  but  being  difappointed,  he  fent  orders  to  the 
Marquis  de  Chilieu,  governor  of  Dominica,  to  land  at 
Man  of  War  bay  with  300  or  400  n>en,he  himfclf  fol- 
lowing wiih  the  reii  of  the  troops  for*  fome  part  of  the 
^ay.  But  hj  .ing  received  information,  that  the  Bri* 
tith  forces  were  Itiii  four  miles  before  him,  in  a  ftrong 
country,  he  ordered  fome  adjoining  plantations  to  be 
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C  H  AF.dcftroyed,  in  hopes  of  making  the  inhabitants  fiirren- 
J^^^^  dcr.     Orders  w  ere  at  the  fame  time  given  to  burn  four 
1781.     plantations  more  in  four  hours,  and  the  like  to  be  re- 
peated at  the  fame  interval,  until  the  illand  ihould  be 
either  furrendered  or  laid  wafte. 

This  proceeding  had  the  defired  effeft.     The  militia^ 
exhauned  with  fatigue,  in  defpair  of  being  relieved,  and 
exafperated  at  ieeing  their  elates  in  flames,  refufed  to 
hold  out  any  longer ;  nor  could  all  the  remonJh*ancea 
of  the  governor  produce  the  fmallell  efFed  upon  them ; 
fo  that  finding  his  authority  entirely  at  an  end,  he  was 
obliged  to  let  them  make  the  belt  terms  rhey  could, 
which,  however,  were  on  the  whole  very  favourable, 
3nd  not  inferior  to  ttofe  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Dominica. 
DeGrafle       The  furrender  of  Tobago  took  place  on  the  ift  of 
wT  in^*  J""^'  '^"^  ^-  ^^  Graffe  remained  at  FortRoyal  in  Mar- 
dictt  July  ^i^co  until  the  5th  of  July,  when  he  fet  fail  for  Cape 
S*  Francois  in  Hifpaniola.     Here  he  arrived  about  the 

middle  of  the  month,  when  being  reinforced  by  five 
ihips  of  the  line,  he  fet  fail  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft 
with  a  very  large  convoy,  which  having  feen  out 
of  danger,  and  touched  at  the  Havannah  for  money 
n.eceirary  to  profecute  his  other  meafures,  he  fet  out 
on  his  grand  expedition  for  North  America,  and  ar- 
rived with  28  fail  of  the  lin^  and  feveral  frigates  in  the 
Arri^ffl  It  bay  of  Chcfapeak,  towards  the  end  of  the  month.  His 
Auf'lis!'^'  fuccefs  here,  and  the  confequent  difafter  of  the  army 
undet  Cornwallis,  which  entirely  rujned  the  Britiih  af- 
fairs on  the  continent,  have  been  already  related.  We 
ftall  therefore  purfueM.dc  Graffe  no  farther  at  prefent, 
but  take  a  view  of  affairs  on  the  eaflern  continent  to 
the  time  of  this  cataflrophe. 
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Sfaim  joins  tie  emfedersey  if^Mtftfi  Brifah^^-'-^^Mamfef^ 

toes  (m  both  fides Gibraltar  bltchadcd Rodney 

takes  a  large  ^panlfi  c^rrooy Defeats  Don  Langara 

Omoa  taken  by  Captain  Dabrymple'-^'^lJnfMcceJs^ 

ful  attempts  at  Gibraltar-'''-'^ Spain  reduces  Wefl  /7o- 

rida— -^Origin  of  the  Dutch  war henry  Imutchs 

taken Attempt  on  St  Vincent* s- Lapture  of  St 

EufiatiuSj  Si  Mairtin,  Sfibay  I?em^rary^  and  ijjiquibo. 

THE  rc€eft  of  the  Parlia»€nt  m  1779,  prefented  a  c  H  A  P. 
new,  and  very  unufuai  appearance  q\  danger  to   XXI H. 
tbi5>  country.     The  acceffion  of  the  Spanilh  luonarchy  ^-^^j-^ 
to  the  confederacy  formed  between  France  and  Aine- spJ.^.Jc- 
rica,  of  which  v^c  have  already  taken  notice,  fe eiued  in-  ceuc«to'he 
deed  to  decide  matters  entirely  uo  favour  of  our  ene- *^°"[^**^^'^ 
nies,  who,  without  fuch  a  mighty  increafe  of  adverfe  zdlim^ 
|wwer,   appeared  ^  be  already   almoit  overmatched* 
That  Britain^  in  her  divided  and  difmernbered  lituaiion, 
ibould  be  able  to  reiilt  fuch  an  enormous  force,  feemed 
aitoniihing  to  ail  Europe;  but  when  the  matter  Is  fairly 
ooQlidered,  we  ihall  find  that  thi^  reiiltance  arofe  not  lb 
much  from  the  efibris  of  B.  itain,  as  from  the  ill  condnft 
«f  her  adverfaries,  who  either  did  not  know  how  to  uf<: 
their  power  to  advantage,  or,  through  jealoufy  of  each 
other,  did  ooc  wiih  to  wi^  it  in  concert.    But  though  the 
divided  and  encumbered  ftate  of  the  allies  prevented  the 
ftriking  ot  any  fignal  or  deciiive  blow,  by  vi  hich  Britaia 
might  have  been  cruihed  at  once,  it  was  a  matter  ot  nioft 
feriousconcern  to  every  thinking  perfon,  to  behold  the 
Kgular  progreffive  growth  of  the  enemy's  naval  force, 
and  that  not  only  in  the  number  of  fliips,but  likev^ife  ia 
luval  tadics,  which,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  was  fo  remark- 
able, that  the  BritiOi  feamen  could  not  but  be  amazed  to 
fce  their  own  peculiar  maritime  Ikiil  and  dexterity 
tcansferred  to  the  enemy* 
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CHAP.  On  the  i6th  of  June,  1779,  the  Marquis  of  Almado- 
xxiii.  ^^j.^  jj^g  Spanilh  ambal&clor,  prelented  a  very  hoiUie 
^^79^  paper,  which  inftantly  produced  not  only  the  recall  of 
Memorials  Lord  Grantham  from  Madrid,  but  a  proclamation  for 
fit  cToa'  °^*^*"g  reprifak  on  Spain,  with  another  containing  re- 
b^th  fties.  gulations  for  the  diftribution  of  prizes  .during  the  conti* 
}uae  16.  nuance  of  the  war  with  that  country.  A  proclamation 
was  alfo  iiTued  foon  after  the  rifing  of  the  Parliament, 
announcing  the  intelligence  of  an  intended  invalion, 
with  orders  for  properly  guarding  the  coafts;  and,  on 
the  firft  approach  of  the  enemy,  for  the  immediate  re- 
moval of  horfes,  oxexi,  cattle,  and  provisions,  to  places 
of  fecurity,  and  at  a  proper  diftance.  Tliefe  papers 
were  followed  by  counter  manifeitoes  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  .A  paper  was  likewife  iffued  by  the  Court  of 
France,  under  the  title  of  **  An  expofition  of  the  motives 
and  condudt  of  his  Mod  Chriitian  Majefty  towards 
England,"  in  which  the  following  are  the  avowed  mo- 
tives of  the  war  by  the  united  courts,  viz.  "  To  avenge . 
their  refpedi-ve  injuries,  and  to  put  an  end  to  that  ty- 
rannical empire  which  England  had  ufurped,  and  pre- 
tended to  maintain  upon  the  , ocean."  Before  the  end 
of  the  month  two  royal  Spanilh  fchedules  and  a  circular 
Utter  nvere  ijjuedy  and  the  former  Jigned  in  five  days  after 
the  delivery  of  the  refcript  at  London.  Thefe,  belides 
being  in  eife<5l  a  declaration  of  war,  likewife  held  out  to 
the  iubjcQs  of  Spain,  a  juftiiication  of  their  monarch 
for  having  recourfe  to  that  extremity,  along  with  re- 
gulations to  be  obferved  by  his  officers,  in  refpeft  to 
the  perfons  and  property  of  the  Englifh  within  the 
kingdom,  and  an  interdi<^ion  of  all  commerce  and  con- 
nexion between  the  two  nations.  In  the  circular  let- 
ter three  points  were  infixed  upon :  ift.  That  whilft 
the  Court  of  London  fought  to  araufe  that  of  Spain  in 
feeking  delays,  and  in  finally  refufing  to  Jidmit  the  ho- 
nourable and  equitable  propofals  whkh  his  Majefty  had 
made,  in  quality  of  mediator,  to  eftablifh  peace  between 
France,  England,  and  the  American  Provinces,  the  Bri- 
tifh  Cabinet  offered  clandeftinely,  by  means  of  fecret 
emiffaries,  conditions  of  like  purpofe  with  the  propofiti- 
ons  of  his  Majelty  ;  2dly.  That  thefe  oflfers  and  condi- 
tions were  not  to  ftrange  or  indifferent  perfons,  but  di- 
'  reftly  and  immediately  to  the  Minifter  of  the  American 
Provinces  refiding  at  Paris ;  And,  3dly.  That  the  Bri- 
tilh  Miniiier  had  omitted  nothing  to  procure,  by  many 
other  methods,  new  enemies  to  his  Majefty. 

Thefe  lelTer  papers  were  followed  by  a  manifelta 
of  a  moft  foimidabie  lengthy  where  the  motives  which 
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fa^  indnced  his  Catholic  Maiefty  to  withdraw  his  am-  CHAP. 
laffador,  and  aft  in  an  hoftile  manner  againft  England,    -'^'^"** 
were  armply  fet  forth.     In  this  the  precife  number  of  ^"^^i^ 
charges  mentioned  in    the    Marquis  of    Almadovar's 
pnper   was  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to.     In  one  divifion 
were  enumerated,  eleven  offences  given  by  the  Court 
of  Britain  ;    in   a  fecond,    twelve ;   and,  in  a  third, 
eighty-flx ;  at  the  fame  time  affuring  the  world,  that 
they  had  abftained  from  leffer  caufes  of  complaint,  as 
being  too  numerous  for  fpecification.     Thefe  charges 
may  be  arranged  under  the  five  following  heads,  viz. 
Violations  of  territorial  rights ;   infults,  or  injuries  to 
the  Spanifh  flag,  navy,  or  commerce;  injuftice  of  the 
Englilh  Admiralty -courts,  particularly  of  entirely   in 
the  Weft  Indies  ;  numberlefs  wrongs,  of  various  kinds, 
in  the  Bay  of  Honduras  ;  and  perfonal  contempt,  infult, 
and  injury  to  the  Spaniih  monarch  during  the  late  ne- 
gociarions  for  peace,  in  which  he  aflumed  the  charafter        ^ 
of  mediator. 

But  though  thefe  were  the  oftenfible  reafons  given 
by  Spain  for  entering  into  this  war,  we  are  at  no  lofs 
to  guefs  the  true  one  to  have  been  a  defign  to  reduce 
the  naval  power  of  Great  Britain,  and  which  appears 
unexpeftedly  in  the  clofe  of  this  manifeito.  "  lo  at* 
tain,"  fays  he,  "  as  before  mentioned,  the  mucb-de- 
fired  end  of  a  fecure  peace,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
curtail  and  deftroy  the  arbitrary  proceedings  and  max- 
ims of  the  Englilh  maritime  power,  to  the  attainment 
of  which  all  other  markime  powers,  and  even  all  nati- 
ons in  general,  are  become  much  intereiled." 

The  war  commenced  in  Europe  on  the  part  of  Spain,  Gibral'ar 
by  a  blockade  of  the  fortrefs  of  Gibraltar,  both  by  fea  t*'^**^***^' 
and  land,  at  the  time  that  our  naval  inferiority,  not  •*"^^' 
only  on  the   Mediterranean,   but  every  where  elfe, 
threatened  to  fpread  univerfal  deftruftion  over  the  em- 
pire.    In  the  beginning  of  1780,  however,  the  naval     1780, 
power  of  Great  Britain  feemed  to  revive.     Sir  George 
Rodney  being  appointed  to  command  the  fleet  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  had  orders  likewife  to  proceed,  in  his 
way  thither,  with  a  ftrong   fquadron  to   the  relief  of 
Gibraltar,  which  had  been  reduced  to  confiderable  dif- 
trcfs  for  wane  of  provifions.     This  inconvenience,  in- 
deed, had  been  the  more  fcverely  felt  by  reafon  of  the 
enmity  of  the  States  of  Barbary  ;  who,  contrary  to  all 
former  example,  and  laying  afide  that  mortal  hatred 
which    for    ages  had  fublifted  between  Barbary  and 
Spain,  began  to  take  little  lefs  thar\  an  open  part  with 
that  Courr.   Thus  the  fortrefs  of  Gibraltar  had  not  only 
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been  cut  off  from  all  Briufh  Aipply,  but  likewife  frqfn 
that  which  ic  had  been  accui^oiiied  to  receive  from  the 
cojft  of  Africa.  Fortune,  however,  feeined  to  fiuile  up- 
on the  enterprizeb  of  tlue  new  commander.  He  hatf  been 
but  a  very  few  days  at  fea,  when  he  fell  in  with  a  very 
confiderable  convoy  bound  from  Sc  Sebailiun  to  Cadiz, 
conliiVmg  of  15  fail  of  merchantmen,  under  the  guard 
of  a  fine  new  64  gun  ihip,  four  frigates  from  32  to  26 
guns,  and  two  fmaller  armed  veflels.  The  whole  fleet 
was  taken,  (hips  of  war  as  well  as  the  red  ;  and  as  the 
greater  part  of  the  velTels  were  loaded  with  wheat, 
flour,  and  other  fpecies  of  p:ovilions,  and  the  remainder 
with  naval  llores,  &c.  the  capture  was  exceedingly  for- 
tunate. The  former  were  by  the  admiral  feut  to  Gi- 
braltar, the  latter  to  Britain. 

This  piece  of  fuccefs  was  only  a  prelude  to  another 
ftill  greater  and  more  brilliant.  About  a  week  after, 
the  admiral  fell  in,  off  Cape  St  Vincent,  with  a  Spanilh 
fquadron  of  eleven  ihips  of  the  line  under  the  command 
of  Don  Juan  de  Langara.  The  enemy  being  greatly 
inferior  in  force,  endeavoured  all  they  could  to  avoid 
an  engagement,  for  which  the  circumilances  of  a  high 
wind,  rough  fea,  and  dangerous  coaft  were  extremely 
unfavourable.  In  order  to  counterad  this  delign,  how- 
ever, Sir  George  Rodney  made  fignals  for  a  general 
chace,  and  the  ihips  toengr.ge  as  they  came  up;  taking 
at  the  fame  time  the  lee-g:ige,  to  prevent  the  enemy'$ 
retreat  into  their  own  port.  The  engagement  conv 
menced  on  the  i6th  of  January  1780,  a.id  the  tiring  be- 
gan between  the  hcadmofl  ILips.  Tlie  night  was  dark, 
rainy,  and  tempHtuous;  and  the  fituation  of  the  fleets 
was  rendered  more  terrible  by  their  being  almoit  in- 
volved in  the  ihoals  of  St  Lucar.  The  Spaniards  de- 
fended themielves  with  great  rcfolution,  though  inferi- 
or both  in  ftrength  and  fltill  to  the  enemy.  In  tJie  be- 
ginning of  the  adion,  the  San  Domingo,  of  70  guns, 
and  600  men,  blew  up,  and  all  on  board  perilhcd  ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  Britilh  man  of  \\ar  with  which 
Ibe  was  engaged,  narrowly  efcaped  the  like  fate.  Tiic 
aclion  and  purfuit  contirued  until  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  the  heaJmoft  of  ihe  enemy's  line  llruck 
to  the  admiral.  The  Spaniii)  admiral  l.clia\ed  with  the 
greatefl  gallantry  ;  but  hi-  ihip,  the  Phoenix  of  80  guns, 
being  cxceffively  fliattered,  and  reduced  almoin  to  a 
mere  wreck,  he  was  at  lait  obliged  to  Itrike.  Three 
other  Ihips  of  70  guns  vyere  laVien,  and  fafely  carried  in- 
to port.  The  San  Julian,  of  70  guns,  commanded  by 
the  Mar(^uis  de  Medina  was  taken,  th^  i^llicers  ihified, 
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U^i  a  Hentenant,  with  70  Britifh  feamen,  put  on  board  |C  H  a  P. 
tnjt  by  her  afterwards  running  aihore^  the  viciors  in  -^^^^^• 
ihrir  mm  became  vanquiihed.     Another  ihip  of  the  ^"TtSoT' 
feme  force   was  likewire  taken^  but  by  runmng  upofi 
the  breaker^  was  totally  \o{\.     Four  el'caped  to  Cadiz, 
two  of  which  were  greatly  damaged. 

Such  were  the  pecuhar  circuuiltances  attending  this 
engagement,  that,  notwithllanding  the  inferiority  of 
the  enemy  in* point  of  force,  few  adions  have  required 
a  higher  degree  of  intrepidity,  more  confunimate  naval 
fltill,  or  greater  dexterity  of  feamanfliip;  and  we  may 
add,  few  have  ever  been  attended  with  moi'e  particular 
.  inOances  of  good  fortune,  by  which  the  Britifh  got  clear 
of  dangers  againtt  which  no  human  fkill  or  forefight 
could  poffibly  have  guarded.  Even  the  light  of  the  en- 
filing  day  was  fcarcely  fufficient  to  extricate  feveral  ca* 
•  pital  Ihlps  from  the  moit  imminent  danger;  and  it  was 
not  until  the  fecond  day  after  the  aftion,  that  they  had 
entirely  cleared  the  (hoals,  and  got  into  deep  water. 

The  humanity  of  Captain  Macbride,  of  the  Bienfai-  Humanity 
far.t,  to  the  admiral's  cnew,  was  very  remarkable.  A^^^^p^- 
haii  kind  ef  fmall-pox  prevailed  on  board  his  Ihip,  with  *^*^^'*^**  * 
which  circumAance  that  gentleman  acquainted  Don 
Langara ;  at  the  fame  time  offering,  to  prevent  the  in- 
evitable mifchief  and  danger  which  mufl:  attend  the 
Ihifting  of  the  prifoners,  by  fending  an  officer  with  100 
men  on  board  the  Phcenix,  to  trurt  to  the  admiral's  ho- 
nour, that;  neither  his  officers  nor  men  (amounting  to 
more  than  700)  ihould  in  any  cafe  of  fcparation  or 
otherwife,  in  any  degree,  interrupt  the  Britilh  feamen, 
whether  with  refpeft  to  navigating  the  ihip,  or  defend* 
ing  her  againft  an  enemy.  This  propofal  was  thank- 
fully embraced,  and  the  conditions  ftriftly  adhered  to 
by  the  Spanifh  admiral ;  for,  though  there  was  no  other 
ihip  bnt  the  Bienfaifant  in  fight,  and  the  fea  and  wea- 
ther were  exceedingly  rough,  his  people  gave  every  af- 
iiihnce  in  refitting  the  Phcenix^  and  navigating  her  to 
the  Bay  of  Gibraltar. 

The  arms  of  Spain  had  been  no  lefs  unfortunate  ot^ 
the  weftern  continent.  In  the  autumn  of  1779,  the  Bri* 
rilh  logwood  cutters  on  the  Mofquito  and  Bay  of  Hon- 
duras fhores  being  in  great  danger  from  the  Spaniards, 
the  governor  of  Jamaica  had  difpatched  Captain  Dal- 
rymple  (commandant  of  a  new  corps  raifed  in  Ireland 
far- the  lervice  of  that  ifland)  with  a  fraall  force,  and 
fome  arms,  to  their  relief.  Sir  Peter  Parker  had  alfo 
Attached  a  fmall  fquadron,  confifting  of  three  frigatet 
and  »n  armed  fchooner,  to  the  B9y  of  Honduras,  in 
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CHAP,  order  to  intercept  fome  Spanifh  regifter  fhips,  which^ 
^^^"  *  however,  clcaped  into  the  harbour,  and  were  prote<5^ed 
1779.     '^y  ^^^  ft^ong  fortrefs  ot  St  Fernando  de  Omoa,  where 

Omoa  tak-  they  w^rfe  too  well  lecured  to  be  attacked  with  any 

enbyCapt.p^Qfpg^  of  fuccefs  by  thc  prefent  fmall  fquadron. 

piL*^™  In  the  mean  time,  500  or  600  Spaniards  had  arrived 

at  St  George's  Key,  the  principal  fcttlement  of  the  bay- 
men  on  the  coalt  of  Honduras,  which  they  plundered  ; 
and,  belides,  treating  the  people  with  great  barbarity, 
fen t  numbers  of  them,  with  their  families,  as  prifoners 
to  Merida.  At  laft,  however,  fome  fuccours  having  ar- 
rived, the  Baymen  recovered  their  fpirits,  and,  with 
the  alfiltance  of  feveral  bold  and  aftive  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy,  not  only  drove  the  Spaniards  from  St 
George's  Key,  but  determined  to  adt  on  the  ofFenfive. 
Fortunately  for  this  purpofe,  the  commodore  fell  ia 
uith  the  Porcupine  fl'oop  of  war,  with  Captain  Dalrym- 
ple,  and  his  detachment  of  loyal  Iriih  under  convoy. 
The  commanders  immediately  determined  to  unite  their 
forces,  in  order  to  make  an  attack  by  fea  and  land  upoa 
the  fortrefs  of  Omoa. 

The.  Spaniards  had  for  many  years  been  at  great  ex- 
pence  in  fortifying  this  fpot.  The  walls  (the  ftones  of 
which  were  raifed  in  the  fea  at  above  twenty  leagues 
diftancp)  were  about  28  feet  in  height,  furrounded  by  a 
deep  dry  ditch ;  and  the  parapets,  of  folid  ftone,  were 
18  feet  in  thicknefs.  The  town  itfelf  was  without  de- 
fence, and  the  fort  was  alfo  deficient  in  artillery,  as 
well  as  in  a  garrifon  to  defend  it.  The  force  which  af^ 
failed  it  amounted  to  about  500  men,  and  thofe  who  de- 
fended it  were  about  as  many.  In  advancing  to  the 
town,  the  Britilh  were  fo  much  annoyed  by  the  fire 
from  the  town  on  their  left  flank,  that,  after -deliberat- 
ing an  hour,  in  order  if  poflible  to  refrain  fi'om  fuch  a 
piece  of  fe verity,  they  were  obliged  to  fet  it  on  fire. 
The  commander  of  the  expedition,  con  fide  ring  that  a 
regular  fiege  was  totally  out  of  his  power,  for  want  of 
artillery,  and  that  his  party  would  moulder  faft  away 
under  the  inconveniencies  of  the  climate,  and  conftant 
fatigue,  determined  to  attempt  the  place  at  once  by  eC- 
calade.  Having  concerted  proper  meafures,  therefore^ 
a  light  frigate  was  towed  in  clofe  to  the  fort  in  the  night 
time,  while  the  heavier  ones  took  their  Nations  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  be  able  to  commence  the  attack  on  their 

Oft.  t6.  fide  about  three  in  the  morning  of  October  i6th,  giving 
a  (i^rnal  beforehand  which  was  todireft  the  attack  from 
the  land.  An  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  four  columns, 
and  tarrying  tlie  /baling  ladders,  were  moved  down  thc 
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hilk,  where  they  lay  waiting  for  the  fignal.     On  per-  CHAP* 
ceiving  this,  they  advanced  with  the  greateft  filence,  ;^^"*- 
and  with  trailed  arms,  under  the  fire  of  their  own  bat- 
teries;   which,   with  the  heavy   cannonade  fronKthe 
ftips,  Ccrved  to  deafen,  as  well  as  to  diftrad  the  enemy  5 
fo  ihat  they  paffed  nndifcovered  by  the  Spanilh  Gentries 
to  die  very  entrance  of  the  ditch.     Here  they  were  dif- 
covered;  but,  after  a  moment's  hefitation,  they  advanc- 
ed to  fix  their  ladders  to  the  wall,  immediately  rtnder  a 
battery  of  five  guns.     The  firlt  ladder  was  demoliihed 
by  the  flank-gnns  of  another  ballion,  a  midfhipman  kill- 
ed, and  feveral  others  wounded;  but,  though  the  other 
ladders  were  damaged,  they  were  not  rendered  ufeJefs. 
The  garrifon,  in  the  mean  time,  feem  to  have  been  feiz- 
cd  with  a  panic  ;  for  two  Britilh  feamen  having  mount- 
ed the  wall,  and  levelled  their  mufcets,  without  firing, 
at  a  body  of  ab^i^  60  of  the  enemy',  the  latter  remained 
motionlefs  whilft  the  reft  were  afcending;  after  which, 
they  fled  on  all  fides,  in  fpite  of  every  endeavour  of 
their  officers  to  prevent  them.     Above  100  efcaped  over 
,  the  waU  on  the  oppofite  fide,  but  the  greateft  number 
took  ihelter  in  the  cafemates.     In  thefe  circumftances, 
the  governor  and  principal  officers,  making  no  requeft 
but  for  their  lives,  prefented  their  fvvords  and  keys  to 
the  Britifh  commanders,  with  a  furrcnder  of  the  fort, 
prrifon,  and  Ihips.     The  prifoners,  exclufive  of  the 
officers  and  inhabitants,  amounted  to  355.     The  trea- 
furehad  been  removed  from  the  caftle,  on  the  approach 
of  the  Brit  ifli  forces;  but  that  on  board   thfs  galleons, 
with  the  cargoes  of  other  vcflTels  in  the  harbour,  and 
the  value  of  the  Ihips  themfelves,  were  eitimated  at 
about  three  millions  of  piallrcs  or  pieces  of  eight.    But, 
^hat  was  more  leverely  felt  than  even  this  lolsof  trea- 
fore,  was  that  of  250  quintals  gf  quickfil  ver  newly  arrived 
from  Old  Spain  ;  a  commodity  fo  eHential  to  the  purifi- 
cation and   to  the  feparation  of  their  gold  and  filvcr 
ores  from  other   bodies,  that  the  value  of  their  mines 
njuft  depend  upon  its  conftant  fupply.     This,  therefore, 
they  offered  to  ranfora  at  almoft  any  plrice;  but  the  con- 
<juerors,  preferring  the  public  good  to  their  own  pri- 
T^ate  emolument,  would  not  on  any  terms  part  with  an 
arucle,  which,  though  of  no  great  value  to  themfelves, 
was  of  fuch   vaft  confequence  to  the  enemy.     On  the 
&me  principle  they  refufed  to  ranfom  the  cattle,  for 
which  high  offers  were  likewifc  made,  and  left  a  garri- 
&n  for  its  defence  ;  though  their  views  in  this  reJpeft 
were  fruftrated  by  its  fubfequent  lofs,  occafioned  more 
by  the  unliealthinefs  of  the  climate  than  any  vigour  ex- 
erted by  the  caeuiy. 
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CHAP.      A  convention  was  concluded  between  the  Britifli  and 
^     ^  '  Spanilh  commanders, extending  to  the  redemption  of  the 
,,yg^     Bay  men  and  their  families  who  had  been  carried  ofFpri- 
foncrs  to  Merida,  as  well  as  fome  other  Englilh,  and 
fome  Molquito  Indians,  who  had  for  a  longer  or  Ihorter 
time  been  in  a  ftate  of  imprifonment  or  {la\  ery.     The 
governor  and  garrifon  Vvtre  enlarged  for  the  prefent,  as 
prifoners  of  war  upon  parole,  but  bound  to  return  and 
iurrender  rhemfelves  at  a  given  time,  it  the  conditions 
were  not  complied  with:  But,  as  the  averfion  of  the 
Spaniards  to  the  Bay  men   was  well    known,    it   was 
thought  neceffary  to  retain  hoftages  on  the  occafion  5 
and,  as  a  farther  fecurity,  the  church-plate,  and  religi- 
ous ornaments,  for  which  all  ranfom  had  been  refufed, 
was  regained  as  a  depofit,  to  be  returned  freely  as  a  pre- 
fent,  along  with  the  hoftages,  upon  the  due  perform- 
ance of  the  conditions. 
Extraordi-      In  the  courfe  of  this  affair,  a  moft  extraordinary  in- 
oary  in-     ftance  of  magnanimity  is  faid  to  have  occurred  in  the 
ii*ag"ani-    Bntilh  army.     A  common  failor,  who  had  leaped  lingly 
miiv  in  a  ovcr  the  wall,  armed  with  a  cutlafe  in  each  hand,  that 
Bruifti  iai-  he  might  be  liie  better  prepared  to  relift  his  numerous 
enemies,  fell  in  with  a  Spanilh  officer  juft  roufed  from 
fleep,  and  w  ho  had  forgotten  his  fword  in  the  hurry 
and  confufion.     The  generous  tar,  difdaining  to  take 
any  advantage  of  an  unarmed  foe,   but   unwilling  to 
rehnquifli  fo  happy  an  opportunity   of  dii'playing  his 
courage  in  lingle  combat,  prefented  one  of  the  cucJafle* 
to  him,  telling  him,  at  the  fame  time,  "  I  fcorn  any  ad- 
vantage; you  arc  now  upon  a  footing  with  me."     The 
aftouilhment  of  the  officer  at  fuch  an  ad  of  gencrolity, 
and  at   the  facility  with  which  a  friendly  parley  took 
place   when   he    expected   little  or  no  mercy,    could 
only  be  equalled  by  the  admiration  which  his  relating 
the  Itory  excited  in  his  countrymen. 
Unrucctr*.       In  the  mean  time,  the  liege  of  Gibraltar  was  carried 
[cm^'     f   ^^  ^y  ^^^  Spaniards  with  unremitting  alliduity.     They 
the  SpanU  hkewife  laboured   incellantly   at  iheir  works,  both  to 
jiTdsatGi.  cover  the  camp  at  St  Rocque,  and  to  further  their  in- 
braltar,      tended  operations  in  time  to  come.  All  the  capital  efforts 
of  the  Spaniih  nation  indeed  were  dircded  towards  that 
objtfd  ;  and  fortunate  it  was  for  Britain  that  they  w- ere 
exerted  for  fuch  a  trifling  purpofc,  and  which,  triHing 
as  it  was,  coul(}  fcarce  be  accompli Ihed  by  any   force 
whatever,  unlefs  it  had  been  polfible  to  cut  oft*  all  lup- 
plies  by  fea  as  well  as  by  land,  and  thus  to  reduce  thegar- 
rifon  toaneceffity  of  furrendehngfor  wantofprovi lions. 
In  this  they  bad  been  difappoiuted  the  preceding  year  by 
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Sk  George  Rodney ;  from  which  time  they  had  redoubled  CHAP, 

their  efforts  for  cutting  off  all  relief  by  fea,  To  that  the  ^  ^^'' 
dificulty  of  fupijSly ing  the  garrifon  continually  increafed^  ^^^7159!^ 
The  ardour  of  their  enterprizes,  however,  ui  attempt* 
ing  to  intercept  the  veiTels  with  prpvifions,  was  greatly 
skimped  by  the  prefence  of  the  Panther  and  Experiment  ' 
(hips  of  war,  with  a  royal  {loop,  which  lay  in  the  bay« 
A  fcheme  was,  therefore,  laid  by  the  Spanif}^  com- 
manders, for  burning  this  little  iquadron,  with  fpnve 
ordnance  tranfports  which  lay  under  their  proteclioqi* 
Avery  dark  night,  between  the  6th  and  7thof  Jiuie  i78p,  UotS, 
was  fixed  upon  for  the  execuhon  of  the  projei^.  So* 
ven  fire-Ihips  were  excellently  prepared  tor  the  pur* 
pofe. — Thefe  were  fupported  by  a  number  of  row-boats 
and  galiies,  filled  with  men,  and  with  every  kind  gf 
oiTeniive  arms.  At  a  greater  distance,  a  fquadron  of 
fliips  of  war,  under  the  Admiral  Don  Barcelo,  itoo<i 
off*  and  on  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  not  only  to 
cover  and  embolden  the  attack,  but  to  intercept  any 
veiTels  which  might  attempt  to  efc^pe.  The  wind  and 
wedcher  were  highly  favourable,  and  the  darknefs  (4 
the  night  feemed  to  infure  fuccefs.  The  British  com-* 
manders  had  not  the  fmalled  notice  of  their  danger,  un« 
till  they  were  alarmed  at  one  in  the  morning  by  ih^  ap« 
proaching  flames  of  the  burning  fire-fliips.  Withom 
furprife  or  conilernation  at  fo  dangerous  an  appearance, 
they,  with  the  greateft  prefence  of  mind,  inAantly 
manned  all  the  boats  $  and  the  oiKcers  and  feameo, 
U'ith  their  ufual  intrepidity,  met  and  grappled  the  fire- 
&ips ;  and  then,  amitill  the  burAiqg  of  ihells,^and  ali 
liic  horrors  of  a  fcene  which  teemed  with  initant  det 
cruelion,  boldly  towed  them  otF,  and  run  them  on  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Ihore.  They  had  fcarcely.  got  cleap 
of  this  firft  fet  of  fire-fliips,  when  two  large  veficis  were 
perceived  bearing  down  direftly  on  the  Panther  j  but 
they  were  received  with  fuch  a  fierce  cannonade,  that 
they  were  foon  fct  on  fire,  and  difperfed  like  the  for- 
mer. During  the  whole  time  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
frnps  and  the  town  batteries  was  kept  up  againit  the  . 
galiies  and  boats;  buttlie  darknefs  prevented  any  cer-* 
uin  knowledge  of  the  effect.  By  the  remains  of  one 
of  thefe  veifels,  which  were  examined  in  the  morning, 
file  appeared  to  have  been  about  the  lize  of  a  50  gua 
fcip;  and,  from  the  quantity  of  unconfmned  materials 
and  combiiiVibles  which  were  found  in  that  and  others, 
it  was  evident,  that  much  lalx)ur  and  ex  pence  were 
hcltowed  upon  their  fitting  out  and  equipment.  At 
break  of  day,  the  befie^ed  had  the  fati^fa^ion  of  be- 
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C  H  A  F.  holding  Don  Barcelo*s  baffled  fquadron  going  back  intoi 
XXllI.  Algefiras,  while  not  a  fmgle  man  was  loft  on  the  Bri- 
^^"^^X^  dih  iide  during  the  whole  affair,  which  carried  fo  dread- 
ful an  appeara!tte.  It  fcems,  indeed,  that  the  Spani* 
ards,  at  leali  in  the  feven  firft  fire-fhips,  had  not  cour- 
age to  bring  them  near  enough  before  they  kindled 
them;  and,  perhaps,  it  will  probably  be  found  on  the 
whole,  that,  excepting  in  fome  very  peculiar  lituation, 
or  a  conflidl  with  fome  very  contcinptiMc  enemy,  it 
will  require  all  the  profeflional  boldnefs  and  dexterity, 
and  all  the  natural  fortitude  of  Britifh  feiimea,  to  ma- 
nage firc-ihips  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will  render  them 
produdive  of  any  great  advantage. 

Though  the  Spaniards  laboured  hard  in  pufliing  on 
their  works  towards  the  fortrefs,  they  hnd  frequently 
the  mortification  of  feeing,  when  they  were  nearly 
completed,  the  fruits  of  much  time  and  labour  deitroy- 
ed  in  a  few  hours  by  the  weight  of  fire  from  the  ene- 
mies batteries.  It  feemed  indeed  to  be  a  maxim  with 
General  Elliot  to  let  them  proceed  almoft  to  the  com- 
pletion of  their  works,  and  then  at  once  to  overthrow 
their  hopes  in  the  manner  above  mentioned.  Some 
judicious  and  fuccefsful  fallies  were  likewife  occafional- 
ly,  though  fparingly,  made  by  the  garrifori.  In  one 
of  thefe  they  brought  three  pieces  of  cannon  into  the  for- 
trefs,  from  a  work  which  they  had  taken,  with  fome 
flaughter  of  the  enemy.  At  length,  however,  the  in- 
vention of  the  Spaniards  was  whetted  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  projeft  a  fcheme  which  gave  the  garrifon  great 
trouble,  and  in  the  end  produced  the  entire  dellruclion 
of  the  town,  increafing  to  a  great  degree,  at  the  fa^ 
time,  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  defence.  Tms 
was  the  framing  a  number  of  gun  boats,  of  a  conflruc- 
tion  calculated  to  carry  very  heavy  cannon  and  mortars, 
for  the  purpofe  of  cannonading  and  bolhbarding  the 
town  and  works  in  the  night ;  while  their  own  low- 
nefs,  with  the  difficulty  of  perceiving,  as  well  as  of 
hitting  the  mark,  preferved  them  in  a  great  degree 
from  the  fire  of  the  batteries.  The  total  want  of  a  na- 
val force  on  the  part  of  the  garrifon  rendered  this  mca- 
fure  effedual,  by  difabling  them  from  attacking  the 
enemy  in  their  own  way.  But  its  being  a  work  of  la- 
bour, time,  and  experiment,  prevented  the  effect  of 
thefe  floating  batteries  from  being  fully  experienced 
till  the  following  yeac. 
Weft  FI©-  In  the  wertern  continent  the  Spanilh  arms  were  at- 
'ld*b"th  ^^"^^^  ^v^^^  much  better  fuccefs.  Don  Bernardo  de 
^SpauLd^  Galvez,  governor  of  Louiliania,  whofe  fuccefs  in  1779 
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wchavc  already  mentioned,  was  emboldened  by  hisC  HA  P. 
fuccefs  at  that  time  to  repeat  his  expedition  in  1 780,  ^  "  ' 
when  he  reduced  the  town  and  fort  of  Mobille,  which,  ^^gi, 
by  coniiderably  diminiihing  General  Campbell's  fmall 
force  in  Weft  Florida,  naturally  extended  bis  views 
to  the  reduction  of  the  whole  colony,  which  would  be 
infured  by  the  taking  of  Penfacola,;  and  to  this  he  was 
encouraged  by  the  involved  ftate  ot  the  Britifh  affairs^ 
which  every  day  became  more  and  more  embarralfed  in 
all  quarters  of  the  globe.  After  fome  unfuccefsful  at- 
tcmpcs,  in  the  year  1780,  which  had  failed  in  theoutfer, 
Don  Galvez  went  to  the  Havannab,  in  order  to  take 
upou  him  the  command  of  a  great  expedition  from 
thence,  which  was  intended  for  the  beginning  of  (he 
year  1781.  In  this,  however,  great  difficulties  occur* 
red.  A  violent  hurricane  had  nearly  ruined  the 
Spani/li  fleet.  Four  capital  ihips,  bcfides  others  of  dif* 
ferent  denominations,  were  totally  loft,  and  all  on 
board  periihed  ;  the  remaining  fbips  put  b^ck  to  the 
Havannab,  very  much  (battered  and  difmafted,  and  thp 
vhole  confiderably  injured.  They  were,  however, 
enabled  fpeedily  to  refit  by  the  arrival  of  four  ftore  fliips 
from  Spain ;  after  which,  knowing  that  there  was  no 
Britilh  naval  force  to  oppofe  them^  without  waiting 
till  the  whole  fleet  was  in  readinefs,  they  difpatched 
five  fail  of  the  line,  with  feveral  fmaller  veffels  of  war, 
toconduft  Don  Galvez,  with  between  7000  and  8000 
land  forces,  on  the  expedicftn.  With  this  force  he 
arrived  before  Penfacola  on  the  9th  of  March  1781,  t7$t. 
being  afterwards  followed  by  Don  Solano  with  the  re-^*'^^^ 
mamder  of  the  fleet ;  amounting  in  all  to  fifteen  fail  of 
tfceline. 

The  principal  ftrength  of  this  fettlement  feems  to 
have  been  in  the  derence  of  the  harbour ;  for  while 
it  could  be  made  good,  the  enemy  would  not  only  be 
expofed  to  great  difficulties  and  difadvantages  in  their 
lantling,  but  afterwards  in  the  covering  and  carrying 
on  of  their  approaches,  and  which  would  ftill  be  too 
diiiant  from  the  works  to  produce  much  efiFeft.  But 
the  land  batreries  were  not  fufficient  to  guard  the  en- 
trance without  fome  naval  fupport ;  and  that  which 
they  now  had  confifted  only  of  two  fmall  veffels  of  war. 
By  thefe  the  batteries  were  gallantly  feconded ;  and 
both  together  gave  much  trouble,  and  caufed  no  fmall 
delay  to  the  enemy.  Their  vajl  fuperiority  of  force, 
however,  when  it  coiild  be  brought  to  bear,  was  alto- 
gether irrellftible.  The  paffage  was  therefore  forced,  ♦ 
lilt  lauding  efieded,  and  the  liege  commenced  by  fea 
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CHAP,  and  larid.     The  garrifon  was  conrrpofed  of  the  remaint 
xxni.  ^f  different  Britilh  regiments  ;  Maryland  and  Penniyl-* 

^^"^X^  vania  Loyalifts  j  foinc  of  the  German  troops  of  Wai- 
deck ;  together  with  failprs,  marines,  inhabitants,  and 
negroes;  along;  with  a  few  Indians.  Amidft  fuch  m 
mocley  affembhge,  however,  it  was  much  to  the  hon- 
our of  General  Campbell,  and  no  lefs  praifeworthy  in 
the  garrifon  thcnifelves,  that  the  whole  behaved  brave- 
ly, patiently,  and  with  proper  obedience  to  their  mi- 
litary commanders,  through  every  part  of  the  ficge. 

After  finding  the  inutility  of  their  fmall  naval  force 
to  perform  any  efFeftual  fervice,  the  armed  veflels  were 
burnt,  and  the  garrifon  reinforced  by  their  crews. 
Some  wc^ll  direded  fa  Hies  did  confiderable  execution  | 
and,  notwithdanding  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon,  the 
month  of  May  was  commenced  before  the  befiegers  had 
done  any  thing  decifive  ;  nor  *would  they  have,  in  all 
probability,  accompliihed  their  point  without  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  had  not  the  hopes  of  the  befieged  been 
fruf^rated  by  the  following  accident : — The  principal 
defence  of  the  place  confiited  in  a  ftrong  advanced  re- 
doubt, by  which  it  was  covered,  and  which  commanded 
the  narrow  approach  to  it  on  the  land  lide.  This  was 
accordingly  to  be  fupported  to  the  lail ;  and  it  had  hi- 
therto been  defended  with  great  fpirit,fo  that  the  works 
had  fuffered  much  lefs  than  could  have  been  imagined* 

May  8.  On  the  8th  of  May,  however,  the  accidental  falling  of 
a  bomb  near  th6  door  of  ftie  magazine  belonging  to  the 
redmibt,  and  which  lay  under  its  centre,  decided  the 
fate  of  Penfacola.  The  burning  of  the  bomb  forced 
6pen  the  door,  fet  fire  to  the  powder  within,  and  in  an 
inftant  reduced  the  body  of  the  redoubt  to  an  heap  of 
rubbifh.  An  hundred  men  fuffered  by  this  explofion  ; , 
three-fourths  of  whom  loil  their  lives,  and  the  re- 
mainder were  miferably  maimed  or  wounded.  Twp 
flank- works  (till  remained  entire  ;  and  though  the  ex- 
traordinary coolnefs  and  intrepidity  of  the  oflicers  who 
commanded  in  ihefe,  with  the  excellent  ufe  they  made 
of  their  artillery,  the  bciicgers,  who  rulhed  on  to  take 
advantage  of  the  coiifufion  orcafioned  by  this  accident, 
were  inltantly  repulfed.  Thus  time  was  obtained  for 
carrying  off  the  wounded,  and  fuch  artillery  as  were 
Dot  biihecl  in  the  ruins.  But  the  enemy  now  bringing 
up  their  whole  force  to  attack  the  flank  redoubts,  they 
were  of  neceftity  abandoned.  The  enemy  then  made 
a  fliew  of  advancing  to  Itorm  the  body  of  the  place  ; 
but  perceiving  the  garrifon  well  prepared  to  receive 
them^  they  thought  proper  to  relinquiih  their  de(ign« 


6  fi  6  R  &  E    III.  6* 

&tli  sriVattMgtf^5  hbyftvet^^^\\Bte  lidw  derived  from  C  rt  A  ft 
thepoflfcffioo  of  the  mined  reddubf  and^the  two  flank-  ^^i^^- 
woi-ks,  that  the  place  was  no  longei*  tferiaSle  j-^r  they  ^^TT* 
coinmanded  the  prmcipal:  batteries  fo  cffe6l\ially  with 
their  fijiall  Sitmsj  that  the  foldi^rs  afid  %?nierf "could  hot 
flsndtothdr  guas;  in  which*circuinftaryct|*il"  would 
have  been  madnefs  to  contend  any  longer,  efpecially  as 
not  th^  moft  diftant  view  6f  any  afliRance  appeared^ 
Even  ift  this  extremity  the  garrifon  fubmitted  irtipli- 
dtly  to  the  will  of  their  officers^   not  a  iingle  woM 
hdng  heard  about  furrendefing  the  place,  until  Mt 
Ghdter,  the  governor  of  the  province,  and  General 
GampbcII,  fenfible  of  the  impoflibility  of  farther  defence^ 
ihade  propofals  for  an  honourable  capitulation  ;  whicU 
bting  accepted,  the  placed   was  d^live^ed  np^  dnd  th^ 
whole  ptdvihce  fell  into  the  hand6  of  the  enemy,    'thii  capituiati^ 
capitakciott  tbbfc  place  on  the  9ih  of  May  1781^  two  oa^Maj  9. 
i&onths  aft^  the  enenfry  had  tnade  their  appearance. 

Tbtis  unprofperotrfly  did  the  affait-s  of  Britain  go  6n  ori^n  of 
mtheeaft^n  and  Weftern  continents  in  ihe  year  jt78i.  the  Duieh 
Another  European  inetny  fte  had  ftill  to  oppofe,  ^'*'' 
iiMnely  the  States  of  Holland,  with  whom  and  this 
otwniry  in  appearance  of  friendlhip  ha:d  been  kept 
np  for  more  than  a  century.  Like  ibt  other  Euro- 
pean Hati«ris,  howevei^j  they  ha/d,  dnring  the  Courfe 
of  the  American  watr,  endeavoured  to  promote  theii^ 
own  interefl  by  ti^adiirg  with  the  revolted  colonies, 
*t  the  Ciiiic  time  keepiiig  arrUppcarailtcc  of  friendftiip 
with  Britain,  ind  pretending  to  difcdtrfage  any  fiich 
Jffoceedings,  \Vhich  they  kne\V  would  be  difagreeabte 
to  the  government  of  this  country.  It  was  impoilibl6 
that  thcfe  under-hand  dealings  could  long  be  concealed ; 
and  indeed  Britain  had,  from  the  very  beginning^ 
great  caiife  of  difpleafure  with  the  condiift  of  thi 
Dutch,  and  no  fmall  degree  of  grudge  fubfifted  be- 
tween the  twa  nations.  In  the  year  1780',  feveral  cir* 
tomfcncet  concurred  to  blow  thefe  hidden  feeds  of  dif- 
cord  into  a  violent  flame.  In'  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
Government  received  intelligence  that  a  number  of 
Dutch  Ihips,  laden  with  timber  and  naval  ftores  for  th6 
French  lervice,  not  being  afbfohitely  ailowed  protec- 
tion by  the  States  on  their  voyage,  intended  to  efcape 
4c  danger  which  they  apprehended  from  the  Hritiih 
^Tuifers,  by  accompanying. Captain  Byland^  who,  with 
jfinallfquadroa  of  men  of  war  and  frigates,  was  t6 
tfcort  a  convoy  to  the  Mediterranean.  In  confequtoce 
rfthisintelligcntrc,  Captain  Fielding  wasfent  out  witH 
a  proper  force,  in  order  to  examine  the  coHvoy ,  atttt  t^ 
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CHAP,  feize  any  veffels  which  contained  thofe  goods  that  weft 
XXI II.    contraband.     When  the  fleets  met,  Caotain  Fielding 
^7g^  demanded  permilFion  to  fearch  the  veffels,  which  was 
Capu  Fid.  refufed  ;  notwithitanding  which  he  fent  bis  boats  for 
f  *"^D*'^  h  ^^^'  purpofe,  but  they  were  fired  at,  and  prevented  from 
irriiporw.  C'tecuting  their  orders,  by  the  Dutch.    On  this  the 
captain,  having  fired  a  ihot  a^head  of  the  Dutch  admi- 
ral, it  was  an(wered  by  a  broadiide  y  which  being  re* 
turned,  the  Dutchman  (Iruck  his  colours,  as  being  in 
no  condition  to  purfue  the  engagement.    MoA  of  the 
veffels,  however,  which  carried  the  goods  in  queRion 
had  made  their  efcape,  through  the  length  and  darknefs 
of  the  night,  and  by  keeping  clofe  to  the  ihore,  after 
which    they    proceeded   without  interruption  to  the 
French  ports.  The  few  that  remained  with  naval  (lores 
on  board  were  (lopped,  and  the  Dutch  admiral  thea 
informed,  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  hoi  ft  his  colours, 
and  profecute  his  yoyage.     The  Dutch  commander, 
however,  chofe  only  to  hoift  his  colours; -but  he  re- 
fufed to  feparate  from  any  part  of  his  convoy,  and 
therefore  accompanied  the  Briti(h  commander   to   Spit- 
head,  where  he  remained  till  further  orders  from  his 
maflers.     The  merchant  (hips  were  afterwards  con- 
demned by  the  Court  of  Admiralty. 

Though  this  behaviour  of  the  Dutch  was  in  fa6t 
nothing  more  than  what  was  openly  avowed  by  the 
combination  of  the  reft  of  the  European  powers,  now 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Armed  Neutrality,  it  was 
neverthelefs  much  more  grievoufly  refented.  The 
Northern  Confederacy  was  indeed  too  powerful  to  be 
meddled  with  ;  but  the  weak  and  divided  ftate  of  Hol- 
land rendered  that  nation  no  objefl  of  terror.  It  was 
accordingly  determined,  by  ftrong  meafures,  not  only 
to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  Republic  from  acceding  to 
the  Northern  Confederacy,  but  likewife  thereby  to 
induce  that  ftate  to  afford  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by 
treaty  to  England,  and  which  all  ncgociation  had 
hitherto  failed  of  obtaining.  It  was  alfo  known,  that 
the  States  were  at  that  time  divided  into  two  factions  ; 
of  which  one,  fupported  b^^  the  Stadtholder,  favoured 
the  caufe  of  Great  Britain  5  the  other,  headed  by  Van 
Berkel,  that  of  France.  It  was  therefore,  not  unreafona- 
bly,  expected,  that  an  appearance  of  vigorous  determina' 
tion,  along  w  ith  a  warm  exgreffion  of  refentment  on  the 
fubjeft,  would  tend  much  to  ftrengthen  andfupport  the 
Englifh  party,  and  to  deprefs  that  of  France,  which 
indeed  had  iacreafed  exceedingly  fince  the  beginning 
of  the  American  war. 
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For  thefc  and  other  reafons,  after  previous  but  inef-  C  H.  a  p.' 
feAnal  warning  given  by  the  Britifh  minifiers,  both  ,3^vilj 
at  London  and  the  Hague,  a  royal  proclamation    was     1730. 
iHtied  at  London  on  the  17th  of  April,  in  which    the  Royal  pro- 
non-performance  of  the  States  General  with  refpec^  to  <^**'^.^^"^n» 
the  fuccours  itipulated  by  treaty,  was  ctrnfidercd  as  a'  ^^" 
relinquiAiment  of  the  alliance  fo  long  fubfifting  between 
both  countries ;  and  that  they  had  thereby  placed  chem- 
felvcs  in  the  condition  of  a  neutral  power,  bound  by  no 
treaty  or  connexion  with  this  kingdom.     It  was  there- 
fore held,  that  upon  every  principle  of  wifdom  and  juf- 
tice,  they  ihould  be  confidered  only  as  (landing  in  that 
(KAanc  relation  in  which  they  had  placed  theinfelves; 
that  the  fubj«fts  of  the  United  Provinces  were  from 
thenceforth  to  be  confidered  on  the  fame  footing  with 
ihofe  of  other  neutral  ihtes,  not  privileged  by  treaty  ; 
and  his  Majefty   fufpended  provifionally,  and  till  fur- 
ther order,  all  the  particular  ftipuiations  refpeding  the 
fubjed^sof  the  States  General,  contained  in  the  treaties 
Aen  fublifting,  and  more  particularly  thofe  contained 
in  the  marine  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Provinces,  concluded  at  London  on  the  nth  of 
December  1674. 

This  unfavourable  appearance  of  matters  was   foon  Captarcqf 
after  rendered  much  worfe,   by  the  capture  of  thej^^^'^'y 
Mercury,^  a  Congrefs  packet,  which  was  taken  by  the  Prcfidalt 
Veftal,   Captain  Keppel,   near  Newfoundland.       On  of  the 
Uard  this  packet  was  Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  who  was  tJongrefi. 
on  his  paffage  as  ambaifador  to  Holland.     When  hs 
perceived   the  hoftile  veffel  approaching,    he    threw 
over-board  the  trunk  containing  his  papers ;  but  the 
weight  appended  to  it  being  too   light,    the  papers 
were  recovered ;  and  it  then  appeared,  that  the  city 
rf  Amfterdam  had    already  concluded  a  commercial 
treaty  with   the  Americans.      Laurens  himfelf    was 
brought  to  London  on  the  29th  of  September,  and  Sept.  19, 
after  being  examined  by  the  Secretaries  of  State,  com- 
nnt;ted  clofe  prifoner  to  the  Tower  on  the  6th  of  0<^o- 
ber,  on  a  charge  of  high  treafon. 

The  commitment  of  Mr  Laurens  to  the  Tower  was  War  dc. 
inftantly  followed  by  a  very   angry  memorial  10  ^^^^'^r^^'^. 
States  General,  which  they  received  with  great   cool- fj^^^^^^^; 
aefs,  and  replied,  that  a  full  anfwer  ihould  be  given  as  mcnccd. 
fcoa  as  their  conftitution    would  admit.     The  confe- 
yjence  of  this  was  a  manifeAo  and  declaration  of  war, 
ilwd  at  St  James's,  December  20,  1780.  Dec.  ao. 

On  the  fame  day,  general  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prilal  were  granted  againft  the  Dutch,  and  their  fhips 
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CHAP,  in  the  different  ports  ordered'  to  be  feized. — ^Hoftilitics 
^^^i^  were  not  then  long  in  commencing.  The  giddy  mul- 
*  lysi.  titude  were  pleafed  with  the  beginning  of  a  new  war, 
and  fancied  themfelves  already  enriched  with  the  fpolls 
of  the  enemy  ;  though  many  regretted  it,  not  only 
as  adding  a  new  enemy  to  the  prodigious  combination 
already  formed  againfl  us,  but  from  a  perfualion  that  it 
was  contrary  to  the  interefts  of  both  nations. 

The  firft  inftances  of  holHlity  were  the  captures  of 
ihips,  of  which  a  coniiderable  number  were  taken  in  a 
Ihprt  time.     The  greateft  blow,  however,  was  the  ta-  '^ 
king  of  the  ifland  of  St  Euitatius  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
Attempt    This  happened  about  a  iponth  after  an  imfuccefsful  at^ 
pu  .St  Vin- tempt  on  the  IfUnd  of  St  Vincept^s;  which,  it  was 
ccjitii-        thought,  would  ^e  fo  much  weakened  in  confeqiience 
of  the  hurri^ne,  th^t  itrwould  be  incapable  of  making 
any  /cfiftance.      In  this;  however,    the  Britilh  were 
ditopointed;  for  after  landing  fomo  troops  vith   di€ 
Biaf  ines  on  ^^;iflaniJ,  and  continuing  there  for  a  day, 
tjlji  enemy  wert  found  in  fuch  force,  and  their  works 
to  fuch  good;' , condition,  that  the  commanders  were 
rpblig^d  tare-embark  them  without  venturing  an  attacks 
:    The.  ifland  of  St  Euftatius  is  in  itfelf  barren  an4 
f:pntemptible,  but  was  long  the  feat  of  a  mofl  lucratiM^  ' 
comu^erce,  and  indeed  might  be  coniidered  as  thegran4 
..iree  port  of  the  W^ft  Indies  and  America,  and  as  a  ge- 
neral market  and  magazine  for  all  nations.     Its  molt 
^  (jivpurable  feafons,  were  during  the  times  of  warfare 
ai^ong  its,  neighbour^,  owing  to  its  neutrality  and  iitu- 
^tipn,  \yitb  its  unbounded  and  unreftiained  freedom  of 
trade.     JSp  ftrong  was  the  fpirit  of  commerce  in  this 
place,  that  even  when  Holland   itfelf  was  engaged  in 
vvar,  tb,e  fame  freedom  of  trade  continued,  ?md  the 
f  nemy  vi^ere  not  only  fupplied  with  all  kinds  pf  com- 
xnon  neceJlTaries,    but  even  with  naval  and   military 
Aqres,  as  if  no  rupture- with  the  parent  (late  had  taken 
place.      The  iil^nd  itielf  has  but  one  landing  place, 
which  mighc  eafily  \)c  rendered  inaccelTible^to  an  ene- 
my ;  but  hoftility   and  war  being   totally  out  of  the 
ideas. of  fucl^,  a  people  no  thought  of  defence  couW  be 
entertained.     The  inhabitants,   indeed,    were  by  no 
m^ns  nuinei^ou:^ ;  but,  by  reafpn  of  their  conneftion« 
in  trade,  included  in  their  number  a  grestter  or  Icfier 
portion  of  the  natives  of  almolt  all  trading  countries* 
Captureof '    On  th^  3d  of  February   1781,  the  Britiiji  fleet  and! 
8'  ^"  «^L  army,  after  exciting  an  alarm  on  the  coaib  pf  Mar- 
W?    «,  0  tipicQ,  onljf  with  R  view  of  covering  their  real  dclign, 
iilddcnly  c|jccOT|«L5t4  tfau  UJ^nd  witlj.  %  great  fprpc^ 
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S}r(?eorge  Rodney  and  General  Vaughan  fibnt  a  pc-  C  H  A  P. 
reinpc<»ry  fummons  to  ihc  governor,  requiring  him  to  J^i^Hlj 
furrender  the  idand  and  its  dependencies  within  an     X7S1. 
hour ;  accompanied  with  a  declaration,  that  if  any  re* 
fiftance  was  made,  he  mud  abide  by  the  confequences. 
Mr  dc  Graaff,  the  governor,  totally  ignorant  of  the 
rapture  between  the  two  nations,  could  at  firit  fcarccly 
believe  that  the  o^cer  who  delivered  the  meiTage  was 
ferious ;  but  being  foon  undeceived,  he  returned  for  an- 
fwer,  that  being  utterly  incapable  of  making  any  de* 
fence  agatnlt  the  force  which  invelled  the  ifland,  b§ 
molt  of  neceflity  furrender  it  j  only  recommending  thi 
town  and  inhabitants  to  the  known  and  ufual  clemency 
of  the  Bntifh  commanders. 

The  wealth  found  in  the  place  was  fo  immenfe,  tha; 
ftaftonifhed  the  conquerors  themfelves,nQtwithftanding 
their  being  already  pretty  -well  acquainted  with  its  cir^ 
cumilances.  The  whole  iiland  feeiiied  to  be  only  ono 
vail  magazine.  The  ftorehoufes  were  not  only  filled 
with  various  commodities,  but  the  beach  was  covered 
with  hogiheads  of  fugar  and  tobacco.  The  whole  value, 
at  a  moderate  calculation,  was  eilimated  at  more  than 
three  millions  (lerling*  But  this  was  only  a  part.  Above 
X§0  veifels  of  all  denominations,  and  many  of  them  rich- 
ly laden,  ^^ere  taken  in  thp  bay,  excIuUve  of  a  Dutch 
frigate  of  war  of  38  guns,  and  fivfe  lefler  ones. 

In  like  nnanner  were  reduced  the  fmall  iflands  of  St  St  Martin 
Martin  and  Saba;  and  Sir  George  Rodney  being  in-an^ijaba. 
formed,  that  a  fleet  of  about  30  large  fliips,  richly  la-  '*" 
den  with  fugar,  and  other  WeA  India  commodities,  had 
juil  before  his  arrival  failed  from  this  iliand  for  Holland, 
under  convoy  of  a  flag-ihip  of  60  guns,  inftantly  dif- 
patched  the  Monarch  and  Panther,  with  the  Sybil  fri- 
gate, in  purfuit  of  them.     Thefe  foon  overtook  the 
convoy,  and  the  Dutch  admiral  refuling  to  itrike  his 
colours,  an  engagement  enfued  between  him  in  the 
Mars,  and  Captain  Reynolds  in  the  Monarch,  in  which 
the  Dutch  admiral  being  killed,  his  fhip  immediately 
ftruck  her  colours,  and  the  whole  convoy  were  taken. 

By  this  unexpeded  blow  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Com* 
pany,  with  the  magiftracy  and  citizens  of  Amflerdam, 
fuffered  exceedingly.  However,  the  greatefl  fufierers 
were  undoubtedly  the  Britilh  merchants,  who  confiding 
in  the  neutrality  of  the  place,  and  fome  a<^s  of  Parlia* 
meotmade  to  encourage  the  bringing  of  their  property 
from  the  iflands  lately  taken  by  the  French,  had  col^ 
leded  a  vaA  quantity  of  Weft  India  as  well  as  Eurof 
pean  goods  in  this  place.  All  the  property  w^s  uidlt« 
(nouuately  copfifcated  as  Dutch, 
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CHAP,     The  keeping  up  of  Dutch  colours  in  the  nominal 
xxni.    f^j.j  ^j  gj  jTuftatius,  rendering  it  for  fome  time  a  decoy 
^-^X^  to  French,  Dutch,  and  American  veffels,  a  confider- 
able   number  of  prizes  were  taken  by  this  artifice. 
Indeed,  the  paffion  for  plunder  and  rapine  feemed  at 
this  time  totally  to  engrofs  all  ranks  of  people  in  Bri- 
tain, and  the  Dutch  appeared  to  be  the  chief  objefts  of 
wrath.     A  fquadron  of  privateers,  fitted  out  princi« 
^™^'      pally  at  Briftoi,  boldly  entered  the  rivers  of  Demerary 
^^*>, and  and  Iffequibo,    (though  deemed  highly  dangerous,  if 
Bcrbices    not  Utterly  unnavigable  to  Itrangers),  and  with  great 
fobmit.     f^\\\    anj  intrepidity   brought  out,    from  under   the 
guns  of  the  Dutch  forts  and  batteries,  almoft  all  the 
veffels  of  any  value  in  the  rivers.     As  this  expedition 
was  undertaken  before  the  privateers  could  be  provi-, 
ried  with  letters  of  marque  or  reprifals,  they  trufled  to 
the  honour  of  government  not  to  hurt  them  in  execu- 
ting what  they  luppofed  to  be  of  fervlce  to  their  country. 
Thefe  fettlements,  with  the   neighbouring  one   of 
Berbices,    make  part  of  that  of  Surinam  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Guiana.    Being  at  that  time  in  a  very  defencc- 
lefs  fituation,  and  dreading  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
cruel  adventurers,  equally  unfaithful  to  their  word, 
and  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  nations,  they  had  already 
offered  their  fubniiflion  to  the  governor  of  Barbadoes, 
requiring  no  other  terms  than  thofe  which  had  been 
already  granted  to  St  Euftatius  and  its  dependencies. 
But,  as  both  parties  were  equally   ignorant  of  thefe' 
terms,  the  newly  propofed  fubjeds  were  neceffarily  re- 
ferred to  the  commander  in  chief. 

A  deputation  being  now  fent  by  the  Dutch  colonifts 
Hard  treat-  to  St  Euftatius,  for  information  with  regard  to  the  terms 
mcntofthc  on  which  it  had  furrender^d,  they  found  that  they  had 
terns  of  St  ^^^^^  3  ^^''y   imprudent  demand,  and  that  the  termt 
luOfttiua.  they  required  were  in  faft  no  other  than  that  they  might 
be  deprived  of  all  their  goods,  and  baniihed  from  their 
habitations.     Such  indeed  had  been  the  general  treat- 
ment of  moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  St  Eullatius';  but  the 
•     univerfal  odium  which  thefe  rigorous  meafurcs  had  al- 
ready begun  to  excite,  with  the  impropriety  of   ap- 
plying them  to  a  people  who  had  voluntarily  fubmitted 
10  the  Britifh  government,  obtained  better  trq^tment 
for  thefe  colonies.     In  order  to  aflign   fome  plaulible 
reafon  for  this  difference  of  treatment,  a  nice   line  of 
dillindion  was  drawn  between  the  honefty  and  good 
properties  of  Dutchmen  inhabiting  continents  and  thofc 
living  in  iflands,  the  matter  being  decided  entirely   in 
favour  of  the  former.    The  inhabitants  of  Demerary 
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aludlfTequibo,  therefore,  as  being  more  virtuous,  andCHA'P. 
worthy  of  the  enjoyment  of  a  greater  dare  of  terreftrial  x^^^^i 
bappaefs  than  thofe  of  St  Euftatius,  were  fully  fecured     jy\^ 
ia  iheir  property  ;  they  were  allowed  to  be  governed 
by  ther  own  laws  anu  migiih'ates  ;  and  were  indulged 
in  every  thing  that  could  reafonably   be   cxpeded. 
Vay  different,  however,  was  the  fate  of  their  unfortu- 
nate countrymen  at  St  Euftatius.     Condemned  to  the 
reproach  of  treachery  and  perjury,  openly  imputed  to 
diem  in  the  gazettes,  they  were  treated  as  people  un- 
wonhy  of  any  degree  of  even  proteAion  or  fecurity, 
much  iefs  of  indulgence  or  favour. 

This  extraordinary  behaviour  was  highly  refented 
fay  the  Britifii  Weft  India  merchants,  who  had  fuffered 
exceedingly  in  the  capture  of  St  Euftatius.     Thofe  who 
refided  in  the  Weft  Indies,  having  an  opportunity,  from 
their  vicinity,  of  being  better  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumftances,  and  of  confequence  greatly  irritated  by  the 
injuftice  fnppofed  to  be  done  the  inhabitants,  drew  up 
ftrong  remonftrances,  which  they  prefented  to  Admiral 
Rodney,  and  which  at  laft  produced  great  numbers  of 
law-fuits,  very  tedious  in  their  determination.     Thus  a 
fettled  diflike  began  at  length  to  take  place  betwixt  the 
commander  in  chief  and  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  iflands 
he  had  been  fent  to  proteft.     The  admiral   vented  his 
indignation  by  ftrong  charges,  and  a  harlh  and  unufual 
tone  in  his  letters  to  Miniftry,  which  were  difcoverable 
even  in  thofe  parts  of  them  held  out  to  the  public  in  the 
gazettes.     In  thefe  he  declared  that  the  fettlements  of 
Demerary  and  Iffequibo  would  in  a  few  years  employ 
more  /hips,  and  produce  more  revenue  than  all  the 
Britifli  Weft  India  iflands  put  together.     By  another 
paper  of  the  fame  nature,  he  laid  a  very  heavy  charge 
againft  the  Weft  India  merchants,  as  having,  regardlefs 
of  their  duty,  contrafted  with  the  enemy  to  fupply 
them  with  naval  and  other  ftores,  as  well  as  provifions ; 
ih"cngthening  the  charge,    at  the  fame  time,  by  an 
afiiirance  that  be  would  ufe  every  method  in  his  power 
for  the  detedion  and   preventing  of  fuch  dangerous 
treafon.  • 

In  order  to  vindicate  themfelves  from  fuch  a  heavy 
diurge,  -the  AiTembly  of  St  Chriftopher's  publicly  of- 
fered a  large  reward  for  the  difcovery  of  thofe  traitors; 
but  this  being  attended  with  no  fuccefs,  they  next  de- 
manded a  public  juftification  or  refutation  of  the  charge, 
which,  however,  was  not  obtained.  The  merchants 
of  this  ifland,  who  had  likewife  fliared  in  the  fufferings 
•onfequent  on  the  capture  of  St  Euftatius,  and  even 
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X5HA  P- the  legiflaturc  of  the  ifland,  took  up  tbe  natter  with 
L^^IS  great  fpirit.  Several  ftrong  remonftr^rnces  wcf e  pre* 
fenced  to  the  cammander  in  chief,  in  which  they  {ai 
fcrth,  that  their  connedtons  with  that  ffia^^  an^  thd[ 
iMTo^rty  they  had  lod^^ed  in  it^  were  all  in  coofeqitencd 
and  fan^ion  of  repeated  adis  of  the  Britifii  Pafliainent  ^ 
that  their  com^nerce  bad  befides  been  founded  upon  tb6 
failr  principles  of  nierchandifef  and  conduced  accordbg 
CO  the  rules  and  maxims  adopted  by  almoft  all  trading 
nations.  To  thefc  remonftrances  little  or  no  an'fwe^ 
was  made  $  until  ac  Hd^  afcer  moch  application^  and 
as  a  favour  to  an  individnalf  a  note  was  given  in  wri* 
tii^4  the  fubAatiee  of  which  wa^  that  the  comiBonder 
in  chief  had  been  too  much  occupied  in  his  Majelty's 
fervice  to  be  able  to  confidcr  their  renionftrance  par- 
ticulafTy,  and  until  this  was  done,  no  particular  anfwe^ 
could  be  expeOcd.  In  the  mean  time,  he  charged 
them  with  treafonable  pradices,  and  coticluded  with 
the  following  very  emphatic  fentence ;  that  "  the 
ifland  was  Dutch  ;  every  thing  in  it  was  Diitch  5  was 
under  the  protection  of  the  Dutch  ftag  j  and  as  Dutch 
k  ihould  be  treated." 

The  proceedings  of  the  Britifh  commander  nott 
fully  evinced  how  well  determined  he  was  to  keep  his 
word.  Thd  begintiing  of  the  ftorm  fell  upon  the  Je  wa, 
of  whom  there  were  a  confiderable  number  on  the 
ifland,  and  who  were  very  wealthy.  Several  of  thefc 
were  driven  from  their  habitations,  with  many  circum*- 
ftances  of  indignity,  and  banilhed  they  knew  not  whe- 
ther. In  this  miferable  and  naked  ilate  tliey  were 
tranfporred  as  outlaws,  and  landed  on  the  ifland  of- St 
Chriftophcr's,  where  the  Affembly,  to  their  great  ho- 
nour, jwfled  an  adt  for  their  prefent  relief  anJ  future 
provifion,  until  they  ihould  have  time  to"  recover  from 
their  calamitous  fituation. 

Thefe  exiles  were  foon  followed  by  the  Americans ; 
fome  of  whom  had  been  obliged  to  fly  their  native 
country  on  account  of  the  part  they  had  taken  in  fup* 
port  of  the  caufe  of  Britain.  Thefe  unhappy  people 
were  fent  to  St  Chriftopher's,  in  much  the  fame  plight 
as  the  Jews;  and  were  received  and  entertained  with 
the  fame  humanity  and  liberality  by  the  people  of  the 
ifland.  The  French  ifterchants  and  traders  fliared  a 
fmiilar  fate  in  the.r  turn  ;  and  lafl  of  ail,  the  native 
Dutch,  or  at  leaft  Amfterdammers,  were  baniflied  alfo* 

To  complete  the  work,  nothing  now  remained  but 
to  difpofe  of  the  goods  which  had  been  feiaied.  For 
this-purpofe,  public  fales  were  advertifed  j  purchafen 
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from  every  nation  were  promifcuoufly  invited ;  affu-  chap. 
ranees  of  proteftion  given  them  without  exception ;  JJ,?^ 
and  the  ifland  of  St  Euftatius  became  the  greateti  auo*     ^^g^^ 
tion  that  perhaps  was  ever  opened  in  the  world.     The 
goods  were  fold  for  a  mere  trifle  in  proportion  to  their 
value ;  and  the  French  were  faid   to  have  made  the 
largeft  and  moft  lucrative  purchafes.     The  greatelt  part 
of  the  goods  were  conveyed  to  French  and  Daniih 
iflands,  and  by  the  inhabitants  of  them  difpofed  of  to 
thofe  very  enemies,  for  fupplying  whom,  in  the  ordi-         ^ 
nary  way  of  commerce,    this  ifland  had  fuffered  fo 
feverely. 

Thos  was  the  attention  of  the  Britifli  commandef 
dire^ed  to  an  objeft  undoubtedly  below  his  dignity,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  many,  highly  derogatory,  not  only 
to  the  honour,  but  the  intereft  of  the  nation ;  as  at 
this  critical  period  de  Graffe  was  failing  for  the  Weft 
Indies  with  that  fleet  and  army  which  put  an  end  to 
the  Britifh  power  in  America,  by  the  capture  of  Lord 
Comwallis  and  the  forces  under  his  command.  The 
conduct  of  the  prefent  naval  commanders  indeed  now 
underwent  as  full  a  fcrutiny  by  the  public,  and  was 
treated  with  as  little  ceremony,  as  that  of  their  prede- 
ceflbrs  had  been. — ^Leaving,  however,  the  Weft  Indies 
fiorthe  prefent,  we  now  proceed  to  a  detail  of  the  in- 
ternal luftory  of  Britain  and  Ireland  from  the  time  of 
fending  out  the  commiflioners  to  America  to  the  con- 
cluHonof  the  year  1781;  a  period  which  feemed  to 
fill  up  the  meafure  of  misfortune  and  difgrace  to  this 
country. 
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CHAP-    XXIV. 


hijiraeicd^ftatc  of  Great  Britain Z'tr  Ge6rge  Sttvili/x' 

Sill  hi  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics Dijlurbances 

on  attempting  to  extend  the  law  to  Scotland^-^-^^Popifl} 
Chapel  burnt  at  Edinburgh^ — ^JSJots  in  Gla/gow-"--^ 
Protejlant  AJJbciation  of  London  headed  by  Lord  George 

Gordon Mob  having  ajjhnbled  in  St  George's  Fields^ 

befet  both  Hou/es  of  Parliament'^ Dreadful  outrages 

and  conflagrations-^^— Trials  and  executions. 


C  ti  A  f.  TT^ftOM  the  whole  tenor  of  this  hiftory,  it  muft  eafily 
J^x^tv.    J/   be  perceived,  that  the  unhappy  conteft  with  Arae- 
^*y*^  rica  had  greatly  divided  the  people  of  Britain^  and  thaty 
i)i,y^^J{j  J  however  well  the  miniftry  might  fucceed  in  pFocaring. 
Aate  of     a  majority   in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  their  fuccefs  ia 
Orcat  Bii-  this  refpeft  was  by  no  means  an  indicatimi  that  the  ma- 
'^*"'        jority  of  the  nation  at  large  were  of  ihelr  opinion.    On 
the  contrary,-  it  is  very  probable,  that^  after  the  time 
of  General  Burg^yne's  defeat  the  majority  of  the  people 
were  in  reality  not  only  againft  the  ftirther  profccutioa 
of  the  war^  but  began  to  entertain  jealouGes  of  thofe  io: 
power,  asif,  inAead  of  conGderin^  the  good  ofthena-^ 
tion,  they  in  reality  wanted  to  overthrow  it  entirely^  in 
order  to  accompliih  fome  purpoffes  of  their  own,  in  which- 
their  private  emolument  and  aggrandifement  were  by 
no  means  iuppoled  to  be  overlooked.     This  general  ill 
temper  of  the  nation  could  not  but  be  inflamed  by  that 
cxceflive  andhidecent  afperity  of  language  fo  frequently 
ufed  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  ^  and  unhappily  the 
perpetual    difappointmcnt  of   the    miniih-y    in    thofe 
fchcmes  which  they  held  •ut  with  the  greateft  certainty 
to  the  public,  with  the  multitude  of  taxes  they  were 
obliged  to  impofe,  tended  greatly  to  turn  the  balance  to 
their  difad  vantage^  and  even  to  prejudice  the  public 
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tgaittftany  perfon  who  happened  innoGcntly  to  aft  ac-  C  H  A  P, 
cording  to  meir  diredions.  ^xxiy.^ 

From  this  general  ill  humour  it  is  not  difficult  to  fee,    ~L^g 
the  whatever  fcheme  was  heartily  entered  into  by  the 
ifiioiftry,  whether  of  their  own  propofing  or  not,  would 
mecE  with  the  moft  fevere  fcrutiny,  and,  if  poflible, 
would  be  alcribed  to  a  bad  motive.     This  was  the  cafe 
with  the  bill  brought  in  by  Sir  George  Saville  in  favour  sir  O.  Sa,- 
of  the  Roman  Catholics.     However  neceffary  the  pe-  yi'JCs  bill 
nal  laws  againft  the  profefTors  of  that  religion  might  J^^  fj^^^^ 
formerly  have  been,  yet,  as  thecailfe  of  perfecution  had  man  Car' 
ceafcd,  they  had  long  been  beheld  with  an  eye  of  com-  tholic», 
paffion  by  every  perfon  of  humanity.      .    - 

Sir  George  Saville,  therefore.  May  14th  1778,  mo-  lyfay  14, 
Fed  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  certain 
penalties  and  difabili ties  provided  in  an  a^  of  the  loth 
and  iiih  of  William  III.  entitled,  *^  An  aft  to  prevent 
the  further  growth  of  Popery."  He  faid,  he  did  not 
meddle  with  the  great  body  of  the  penal  code,  but 
chofe  that  particular  aft,  as  giving  more  fcope  than  any 
other  to  the  bafe  viewsof  informers  for  reward.  On 
this  aft  had  been  founded  moft  of  the  profecucrons  for 
Popery;  and  he  was  informed,  that  feveral  worthy 
Catholics  lived  in  great  terror,  and  fome  under  aftual 
contribution,  in  confequence  of  the  powers  given  by  it. 
The  loyal  and  peaceable  behaviour  of  that  people,  he 
laid,  ought  to  be  an  inducement  to  repeal  the  ftatute 
in  queftion  ;  efpecially  confidering  that  they  lived  un? 
der  a  government  which,  though  not  rigorous  in  en- 
forcing thefe  intolerable  penalties,  yet  fuffered  them  to 
remain  on  the  ftatutes.  A  late  loyal  and  excellent  ad* 
drcfc*,  which  they  had  prefented  to  the  Throne,  was 
given  by  Sir  George  as  an  inftance  of  the  fafe  and  good 
CQ&fequences  which  were  likely  to  attend  this  liberal  - 
procediM'e  of  Parliament.  In  that  addrefs,he  obferved, 
they  not  only  expreffed  their  obedience  to  the  govern- 
DiCDt  under  which  they. lived,  but  their  attachment  to 
the  conftitution  upon  wbch  the  civil  rights  of  thie  coun<r 
try  had  been  eftabliflied  by  the  Revolution,  and  which 
placed  the  prefent  family  on  the  throne.  He  propofed, 
Wever,  as  a  further  fecurity  againft  any  porfibie  cout 
fequence,  that  a  fufficient  teft  might  be  formed,  and 
that  they  fhould  bind  themfelves  to  th^  fupport  of  the 
dril  government  by  law  eftabliihed, 

•  Thit  addrefs  wa»^  prefented  to  the  King  on  the  ift  of  May  1778, 
»i  was  figned  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  the  Earls  of  Surrj  and  Shrcwf, 
'*'^,  the  Lords  Stourtrm,  Fetrc,  Arundel,  Dormer,  Tcynham,  CU^ 
a])d  X^ntODy  aod  b^  163  GoinaioDdn  of  rank  and  forturv;- 


^6  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND- 

C  H  A  P.  Mr  Dunning  feconded  the  motion  with  his  ufual  abiKu 
■^^^^'  ty  and  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft,  in  difcuffing  of  which 
'^^7^^  he  ftated  the  following  as  great  and  grievous  penalities: 
— The  punilhraent  of  Popilh  prieits  or  Jeiuits  who 
ibould  be  found  to  teach  or  officiate  in  the  fervices  of 
that  church  ;  which  a£ts  were  felony  in  foreigners,  and 
high  treafon  in  the  natives  of  the  kingdom — The  for- 
feitures of  Popilh  heirs  who  had  received  their  education 
abroad,  whofe  eftates  went  to  the  next  Proteftant  heir 
— The  power  given  to  the  fon,  or  other  neareft  rela- 
tions, being  a  Proteftant,  to  take  poffellion  of  the  father, 
or  other  rejation's  eftate,  during  the  life  of  the  real  pro- 
prietor— and  the  depriving  Papifts  of  the  power  of  ac- 
quiring any  legal  property  by  purchafe ;  a  word  which^ 
in  its  legal  meaning,  carried  a  much  greater  latitude 
than  was  underftood  in  its  ordinary  acceptation  ;  for  it 
applied  to  all  property  acquired  by  any  other  means 
than  that  of  defcent.  The  imprifonment  of  a  Popifli 
Prieft  for  life,  only  for  officiating  in  the  fervices  of  his 
religion,  was  horrible  in  its  nature,  and  muit,  to  an 
Engiifhman,  be  held  infinitely  worfe  than  death.  And 
although,  he  obferved,  the  mildnefs  of  government  had 
hitherto  foftened  the  rigour  of  the  law  in  the  praiStice, 
it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
Priefts  conftantly  lay  at  the  mercy  of  tfie  bafeft  and 
mu{\  abandoned  of  mankind— of  common  informers  ; 
for  on  the  evidence  of  any  of  thefe  wretches,  the 
inagifterialand  judicial  powers  were  of  necelfity  obliged 
to  enforce  all  the  fharaefnl  penalties  of  the  aft.  Others 
pf  thefe  penalties  held  out  the  moft  powerful  teinpta^ 
tions  for  the  commiflion  of  ads  of  depravity,  at  the  very 
thought  of  which  our  nature  recoils  with  horror.  They 
feemed  calculated  to  loofen  all  the  bands  of  fociety  ;  to 
dUroIve  all  civil,  moral,  and  religious  obligations  and 
duties;  to  poifon  the  fources  qf  do  meftic  felicity  ;  and 
to  annihilate  every  principle  of  honour.  The  encourage- 
ment given  to  children  to  lay  their  hands  on  the  eftate^ 
^i  their  parents,  and  the  reftriftion  which  debars  any 
man  from  the  honeil  acquifition  of  property,  need,  faid 
he,  only  to  be  mentioned,  to  excite  the  utmoft  indigna- 
tion of  the  Houfe.-^The  motion  was  received  witl^ 
univerfal  approbation  ;  and  the  bill  was  accordingly 
brought  in  and  pafled,  without  a  iingle  negative. 
Bifcon-  ^"  ^^^  pafling  of  ^his  law  fome  gentlemen  of  rank  and 
tcntsonatrConfequcnce  in  Scotland,  exprefled  their  warm  wiflies 
'Kinpt»r>g  in  Pay. lament,  that  its  benefits  were  extended  to  thofe 
■  h  bw°o  °^  ^^®  Popifh  communion  in  their  own  country,  and,  as 
l^otl^d,''  ^e  ftaioA  v/^§  tbca  too  far  aclvanc^d,  declared  thci^^ 
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intention  of  bringing  in  a  bill  for  that  purpofe  in  the  C  H  a  p^ 
en/oing  felTion.     During  the  recefs,  iimilar  fentiments    ^^^^• 
fccmed  to  be  adopted  by  others ;  and  as  that  fpirit  of  ^^r^T^ 
intolerance  which  had  fo  peculiarly  diftinguiihed  Scot- 
had  from  other  reformed  countries,  was  fuppofed  to 
have  in  a  great  meafure  fubfided,  it  was  fcarcely  ima- 
gined that  the  intended  relief  would  have  produced  any 
coafiderable  degree  of  oppofition  or  even  of  murmur. 
The  General  Affembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  hap-  Modcniu 
pcned  to  be  fitting  at  the  time  the  EnglLfli  a^  was  in  Q^„°^raf ^ 
agitation,  and  rejefted,  ,by   a  majority  of  above  lOOAflcmbly 
voices,  a  motion  made  for  a  reuionitrance  to  Parliament 
againft  the  paiTing  of  that  bill.  * 

This  inffancc  of  moderation  in  the  national  church, 
ponld  not  but  aSord  great  encouragement  to  the  Ca- 
tholics in  Scotland  to  hope,  that  they  iliould  be  per- 
mitted to  partake  of  the  indulgence  which  had  been 
granted  to  their  brethren  in  England  and  Ireland. 
They  accordingly  prepared  a  petition  to  Parliament, 
and  employed  counfel  to  frame  the  outlines  of  a  bill  for 
that  purpofe.  This  pacific  appearance,  however,  origi- 
nating not  with  the  body  of  the  people,  but  tbofe  who 
imagined  themfelves  their  leaders,  could  not  laft  after 
the  occurrence  of  any  circumi^ance  capable  of  drawing 
the  attention  of  the  great  body  towards  what  was  go- 
bg  forward ;  and  it  very  foon  appeared,  that  the  dread 
and  detestation  of  Popery  was  (till  no  lefs  violent  in 
Scotland  than  it  had  ever  been,  A  pamphlet  publifhed 
by  a  nonjuring  clergyman,  againft  ihe  members  and 
dodrines  of  Popery,  firft  excited  the  flame.  In  this  the 
former  were  reprefented  as  inimical  to  all  (tates,  and  as 
khe^commoa  enen^es  of  mankind.  Being  printed  at  the 
cxpence  of  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian  Know- 
ledge, it  was  induilrioufly  circulated  through  all  ranks 
and  orders  of  men,  Its  eifeds  iirft  began  to  appear  in 
(bene  of  the  inferior  Church  courts,  where  the  matter 
,  being  taken  up  and  agitated  with  great  heat,  angry  re- 
flations were  pafled  againft  the  Papifb  ;  and  thefe  re-, 
loiutioos,  containing  a  full  determination  to  oppofe 
every  meafure  of  relief  which  was  or  might  be  intended 
iortheai,  being  publiihed  iirtbe  newfpapers,  foon  ex- 
cited a  pretty  general  ferment,  Tl^e  conduft  of  the 
Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale,  upon  which  the  eyes  and  Synoci^ 
of  people  wcyc  particularly  turned,  feemed,  however,  P^J^«ti^«^.4 
calculated  to  reilrain  that  fury  of  zeal  which  was  now 
generating,  from  fpreading  to  any  great  extent.  Not- 
withftanding  the  efforts  of  a  violent  party  among  theia- 
felvea,  the  humage  refoluti^n  ilTued  by  that  a&mbl^^ 
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C  H  A  P.  went  totally  to  difclaim  their  having  anyjiand  inop^* 
^^^^'  poling  the  mild  intentions  of  government  for  giving  re- 
*^  '  lief  to  their  fellowrfubjefts.     Whatever  efFeds  might 

have  been  expeded  from  this  temperate  condud,  were 
entirely  fruftrated  or  prevented  by  fomc  obfcure  in- 
dividuals in  Edinburgh,  who  undertook  the  defence  and 
protedion  of  the  national  church  and  religion  in  place 
of  their  clergy,  whom  they  charged  with  a  fcandalous. 

Commit-  and  impious  defertion  of  the  caufe  of  God  and  of  religion. 

yj^Jg^^  Availing  themfelves  of  their  fituation  in  the  capital, 

JAtercft-  they  aflumed  the  title  of  *^  The  Committee  for  the  Pro- 
^'  teftant  Intereft ;"  and  not  only  pafled  on  the  public  far 

f)eopIe  of  rank  and  x:onfequence,  but  for  the  ading  de- 
egates  of  a  flili  greater  body.  Under  this  deluiive  ap- 
pearance, they  foon  became  fo  popular,  that  committees 
for  correfponding  with  them  were  eilabliihed  through? 
out  the  country,  and  particularly  in  the  weftern  (hires} 
and  the  public  confidence  and  opinion  increadng,  they 
were  confidered  as  the  fitteit  and  moft  effe^ive  agents, 
for  applying  the  contributionsof  thewell-difpofed  to  the 
immediate  defence  of  religion.  Thus  they  were  enabled 
to  publifh  great  numbers  of  pamphlets,which  were  diftri- 
buted  gratis,  and  the  contents  or  which  operating  power- 
fully on  the  general  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, it  was  inftantly  believed,  that  miniftry  had  entered 
into  a  deflgn  of  pvertl^rowing  both  the  civil  and  religi- 
ous liberties  of  the  ifland.  The  miferable  Catholics, 
dreading  the  confequence  of  that  univerfal  ferment 
which  now  manifefted  itfelf,  withdrew  their  application 
for  redrefs  early  in  the  year  1779;  at  tlie  fame  time, 
hoping  to  take  off  the  fury  of  the  multitude,  the  letter 
written  on  the  fubjedt  by  the  members  employed  for  the 
pnrpofe,  was  publilhed  in  the  newfpapers. 

Matters,  however,  were  now  too  far  gone  to  be  con- 

^opifii      ciliated  by  any  means  whatever.     No  conceflions  could 

Curat  atE-  ^^^^y  ^^^  ^"'■y  of  the  populace  when  onc€  let  loofe.    For 

iiiuburgh.  fome  time  the  Roman  Catholics  had  been  treated   with 

threats  and  reproaches  in  the  ftrects  ;  and  as  the  time  of 

defined  vengeance  drew  near,  fome  intimation  was 

given  of  the  deiign  by  incendiary  letters  drooped  in  tho 

ilreets.     No  public  notice^  however,  was  given  ;  nor 

is  it  at  all  probable  that  the  vigilance  of  the  magiftrates 

would  have  fuifered  the  authors  of  fuch  outrages  to  go 

unpuniflied,  had  they  received  the  fmalleit  informatioa 

on   which  any  legal  proof  could  pofiibly  have  beea 

founded. 

jp^]>.  2,  The  2d  of  February  1779,  was  the  day  appointed 

fpr  fhe  execution  of  the  grand  projeA,    A  new  dwf H 
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Itftgioufe,  in  which  the  Popifh  bifliop  with  fevcralCJl^A^P^ 
families  of  the  fame  per&ajfion  refided,  was  firft  at-*  ^ 
ucked.  One  room  or  floor  of  this  houfe  had  been 
defigned  and  prepared  as  a  place  of  worihip,  or  private 
chapel,  but  had  not  yet  been  applied  to  any  religions 
jRUpofe.  Though  this  building  had  been  completely 
fioiflied  upwards  of  a  year  berore,  it  was  how  repre- 
lented  as  being  erefted  only  in  confequence  of  the 
kte  indulgence  given  to  the  Catholics  in  England  ;  and 
confeqnently,  that  it  was  a  new  and  (ignal  initance  of 
the  intolerably  infolent  fpirit  of  Popery,  which,  on 
the  firft  appearance  of  favour  or  relief,  inftantly  over- 
leaped all  bounds  of  decency  and  dtfcretion,  ven- 
turing equally  to  infult  the  nation  and  the  Proteftant 
religion.  By  erefting  in  the  metropolis  fuch  a  pompous 
difplay  of  triumph,  which  was  foon  to  be  followed  by 
an  exhibition  or  all  its  fuperftitions  and  pageantries.  jT^ 

In  the  letters  above  mentioned,  therefore,  this  chapel  ^ 

was  particularly  taken  notice  of,  and  the  people  were 
deiired  to  afiemble,  in  order  ^^  to  pull  down  that 
**  pillar  of  Popery  lately  ereded  there."  It  muit,^ 
however,  be  obferved,  that  the  houfe,  which  had  na 
appearance  on  the  outlide  of  being,  a  place  of  wodhip^ 
was  inhabited  by  four  families  befides  that  of  the  biihop  f  n 
and  the  chapel  is  reprefented  as  having  been  only  34- 
feet  long.  This  houfe  was  violently  ailaulted  and  iet 
on  ifire,  the  flames  continuing  to  burn  till  next  day  at 
fioon^  and  the  inhabitants  with  difficulty  efcaping  with 
their  lives. 

While  the  demolition  of  tWs  building  went  on,  a  de- 
taehmsnc  was  fenr  %o  the  old  chapel  in  Blackfriars  Wynd^ 
which,  befides  the  place  of  worfhip,  containing  the 
families  of  trades-people  with  their  property  and  ef- 
fefts;  all  of  which,  as  if  contaminated  by  the  neigh-^ 
bourhood  of  the  popiih  fuperftirion,-  were  meant  to  be 
configned  to  the  flames :  but  this,  by  the  exertions  of 
the  more  enlightened  citizens  and  fpe^tators,  was  hap- 
pily prevented,  othervvife  the  whole  buildings  in  the .  , 
neighbourhood  would  probably  have  been  confumed. 
l*hemob,  however,  fucceeded  fo  far^  as  to  demolilh  alt 
the  furniture,  books,  ornameffts,  and  utenfils  devoted  to 
facred  ufes,  which  being  brought  out  to  the  ftreet,  were 
pot  piecemeal  into  a  large  fire  prepared  for  the  purpofe^ 
amidft  the  fhouts  and  acclamations  of  the  fiuTounding. 
iBultitude.  Some  violences  were  afterwards  committed 
in  other  parts  of  the  town,  and  the  ftock  in  trade,  as 
well  as  the  efFefts,  of  feveral  Roman  Catholics  were  de- 
firoyed«    One  or  two  ladies  of  failiioa  of  that  commu^             i 
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ic  H  A  p.  nion,  took  refi^  in  the  CaiUe*    The  difcrders  conti« 
XXIV.  Q^^  f^j^  feveral  days;  and  the  mob  becoming  more  da* 
^"^Zf^  ^^^i  ^y  fticcefs^  extended  their  views  to  the  puniihment 
or  de(fa*uAiOnof  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  been  iJHppo^ 
fed  to  favour  or  aiFord  their  countenance  in  any  degree 
to  the  late  bill  in  favour  of  tho  Catholics.     Their  firft 
fury  was  direAed  againft  the  houfes  of  two  very  refpec* 
table  gentlemen,  the  Reverend  Dr  Robertfon,  princi* 
■^^^P^    pal  of  the  univerfity,  the  moft  eminent  hiftorian  of  the 
houfo  of  ^g^9  ^^^  ^^  Crofbie,  a  celebrated  advocate.    But  on 
BrRobcrt-  hearing  of  the  intention  of  the  rioters,  the  friends  of 
fonandMr  ^Qth  ^ame  to  their  affiftance  in  fuch  numbers^  that  the 
"*  **^*     aflkilants  thought  proper  to  retire,  without  coming  to 
extremities.     By  thefe  attempts  the  magiftracy  were  at 
laft  alarmed,  and  began  ferioufly  to  think  of  taking 
fome  meafures  to  prevent  things  from  proceeding  great- 
er lengths.     Some  troops  of  dragoons  were  ordered  into 
the  town,  who,  with  detachments  from  the  Duke  of 
Buccleugh's  regiment  of  fencibles,  formed  chains  acroi« 
the  (\reets  and  paflfes.     Soon  after  a  proclamation  was 
publiflied  by  the  magiArates,in  which  the  pad  riots  were 
attributed  to  the  apprehenfions,  fears,  and  diflreiled 
minds  oi well'meanmg  people;  but  they  were  informed^ 
that,  ^'  after  this  public  ailurance,  the  magiftrates  would 
take  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  for  reprelfmg  any  tu- 
multuous or  riotous  meetings  of  the  populace  which 
might  afterwards  arife;  being  fatisfied,  that  any  future 
attempts  could  only  proceed  from  the  wicked  views  of 
bad  and  defigning  men." 
Riots  in        Similar  diihirbances  took  place  about  the  fame  time  in 
OJafgow.   Glafgow  ;  but  as  the  objects  of  perfecution  in  that  city 
were  generally  compofed  of  poor  and  laborious  people^ 
almoft  the  whole  vengeance  was  direAed  againft  a  Mr 
Bagnall,  an  Englifh  gentleman  of  the  Roman  Catholie 
perfuafion^  who  bad  introduced  a  confiderable  ftone^ 
ware  manufaAory  into  that  city.    The  mob  burned  his 
houfes,  touliy  deftroyed  his  manufactory  and  ftock  ia 
trade,  obliging  himfelf  and  his  family  to  fly  into  tk^ 
fields  for  their  lives.    By  the  activity  of  the  magiftrates^ 
however,  thefe  riots  were  not  only  very  foon  fuppreiTed^ 
but  every  remembrance  of  them^  as  far  as  poflible,  ob- 
literated.    Mr  Bagnal  was  acquainted  that  he  ihould  be 
reimburfed  to  the  full  extent  of  his  loffes  ;  and  feveral 
of  the  principal  inhabitants,  among  whom  were   fome 
refpe^ble  clergymen,  fliewed  the  utmoft  tenderneft 
and  attention  to  his  wife  and  family  during  their  tern* 
potary  diftrefs. 
Such  e:;traordinary  and  unlooked-for  proceedings  m 
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AetaOrthcm  part  of  the  united  kingdoms  did  not  pafs  CHAP* 

imooticedin  Parliament ;  and  a  patriotic  member  of  the    ^^^^• 

Hottfe  of  Commons  was  on  the  point  of  bringing  in  a  ^"TttoT' 

bill  for  the  indemnification  of  the  fuffering  Catholics  in 

Scotland,  had  not  the  minifter  given  him  the  ftrongcft 

afliirances  that  matters  fhould   be  fettled  privately  to 

their   fatisfiiftion.     The   conduA    of  the   Edinburgh 

nug^ates  was  feverely  cenfured,  as  well  as  the  affump- 

txon  of  the  chief  magiftrate,  in  venturing  to  anfwer,  in 

his  proclamation,  forthe  future  conduct  or  meafures  to 

be  adopted  or  purfued  by  the  Britilh  Legiflature.    Nor 

did  the  miniiters,  of  parliament  itfelf,  efcape  a  fliare  of 

die  general  animadverfion  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Borne  members  in  oppofition  obferved,  that  it  was  too 

crnel  an  infult,  after  the  facrifices  wc  had  already  made 

to  the  falfe  pretence  of  fupporting  the  fupremacy  and 

dignify  of  the  BritifhLegiflature  in  every  part  of  the 

empire,  to  fuffer  a  contemptible  rabble  not  only  to  fly 

In  the  face  of  its  prefent  authority,  but  to  prefcribe 

Hmits  beyond  which  it  was  not  to  pafs  in  any  of  its  future 

operations  ;  thus,   as  they   faid,  fowing  the  feeds  of 

diforder  and  rebellion  through  every  part  of  the  Britifh 

dominions. 

With  regard  to  Scotland,  the  minifterdid  not  think 
proper  at  prefent  to  proceed  to  extremities.  Indeed, 
the  univerfal  jealoufy  fpread  over  this  kingdom,  of  a 
defign  formed  by  Government  to  overthrow  the  Protef- 
Unt  religion,  had  loofcned  the  affedions  of  the  com* 
monalty  in  a  manner  perhaps  fcarce  pofHble  to  have 
been  done  by  any  other  method  whatever.  The  very 
fame  fpirit  which  had  manifefted  itfelf  on  former  occa- 
sions now  appeared.  The  zealous  party  in  Scotland, 
not  content  with  driving  Popery  out  of  their  own  coun<- 
try,  would  needs  purfue  it  into  England,  and,  with 
die  moft  officious  Kindnefs,  undertook  to  free  their 
WiechreB  in  that  country  from  thefe  religious  terrord 
sndapprehenfionsto  which  they  themfelves  had  hitherto 
been  totally  infenfible.  A  number  of  publications  were 
accordingly  iffued  by  them,  dire^ly  or  indireftly  re* 
ficfting  on  the  miniltry  as  favouring  the  caufe  of  Po- 
pery*,    About  this  time,  alfo,  they  probably  opened  a 

Vol-  VL  M 

*  Of  thefe  the  moft  remarkable  was  a  kind  of  prated  publiHied  by 
^  herkors  of  tht  town  and  paridi  of  Carluke,  in  the  countj  of  ^ 

Uairk.  In  thit,  aiter  laTing  it  down  as  a  fundamental  maxim,  That 
»Veretcr  popery  i»  eftablitteft  liberty  is  aUo  aboliflicd,  they  pre* 
cecded  to  arraign  niiniftry  in  the  following  manner  b-^*'  Wc  ar* 
ccnaialf  authorifcd  to^7«  that,  fr«m  the  paifing  of  the  Quebec  luLL 
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carrefpondence  with  the  Proteftaat  Aflbciation  in  Lon[- 
don,  at  that  time  lefs  violent  iii  its  proceedings,  and 
,y.Q.     compofed  only  of  a  few  obfcure  individuals. 
Pfcskful       The  general  ferment  which  had  for  a  long  tirnc  fub- 
inUincc-    fifted  in  the  nation  now  broke  out  in  the  nioft  violent 
L.GWC0I1    ^"^  extraordinary  manner.  The  Proteftant  Aflbciations 
in  Scotland  had  long  been  headed  by  Lord  George 
Gordon,  whofe  activity  and  zeal  for  the  intereit,  as  was 
fuppofed,  of  religion,  had  raifed  him  to  a  degree  of 
cftimation  perhaps  never  experienced  by  any  individual 
in  Scotland  ;  and  this  enimation  was  foon  communica'^ 
ted  to  the  brethren  who  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Protef- 
tantifm  in  England,  who  were  now  invited  by  adver- 
tifement  to  unite  themfelves  under  the  title  of  *'  the 
Proteftant  Affociation,'*  of  which  Lord  George  Gordon 
■was  the  Prefident.     The  object  was  the  repeal  of  the 
bill  which  had  been  pafled  in  favour  of  the  Englifh 
Catholics*     For  this  purpofe,  a  meeting  was  held  on 
May  29.    Monday^  May  29,  1780,  in  confequence  of  public  ad- 
vertifements,  in  order  to  conilder  of  the  mode  of  prefen* 
ting  a  petition  on  the  fubjedt  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
t»rofteftant  Lord  George  Gordon  took  the  chair,  and,  after  a  long 
"^^r* d^d  ^P^^^^9  ^^  which  he  ftated  and  lamented  the  rapid  and 
by  Lord    planning  progrefs  of  Popery,  he  proceeded  to  obferve^ 
George      that  the  only  way  to  flop  it,  was  going  in  a  firm,  manly, 
Gordon,    and  refolutc  manner  to  the  Houfe,  and  (hewing  their 
reprelentatives  that  they  were  determined  to  preferve 
their  religious  liberties  at  the  expence  of  their  lives  : 
That,  for  his  part,  he  would  run  all  hazards  with  the 
people  ;  and,  if  the  people  were  too  lukewarm  to  rim 
ail  hazards  with  him,  when  their  confcience  and  coun- 
try called  them  forth,  they  might  get  another  prefidenj: ; 
for,  he  would  tell  them  candidly,  he  was  not  a  luke- 

to  the  prefent  hour,  the  encoiiraging  and  tolerating  that  bloody  rcli- 
pon,  fcems  to  he  the  o»ly  conftftent,  and  (we  oblcrvc  it  with  pain) 
the  only  fuccefsful  nleafure  which  the  prefent  miniftry  have  a«lof»C€d. 
And  perhaps  this  fingle  principle  may  account  for  all  that  fecming 
Aveakoefft  and  fludtuation  of  counfels  which  have  fo  remarkably  cha« 
ravrlcrized  their  adminidration."  The  charge  was  concluded  by 
their  declaring  it  as  their  opinion,  '*  That  if  Great  Britain,  for  manir 
ibid  fins,  is  devoted  to  perdition,  whether  her  mioidkers  have  a<5ik«d 
from  weakncfi)  or  defign,  her  avenging  angel  could  not  havd  hit  upon 
more  proper  inftrumcHts  to  haflen  her  ruin." — trdm  Parliament  they 
difclaimcd  all  hi>pesof  redreii>,  ehara^Sterifmg  the  condu<5);  of  that  a^ 
fcmbly  in  thefoUoxving  terms; — **  Not  contented  with  repealing  their 

,  ownfoolith  a^Sls,  they  have  dared  to  repeal  the  wife.enav5l;ed  penal  He. 

'  tutes  againfl  Papilh,  the  palladium  of  onr  eflablillial  religion  and  civil 

liberties/* — ^The  original  of  this  publication  was  ordered  to  be  depoll  ~ 

fed  in  the  archives  of  the  Committee- of  Correfpondence  of  Gbfgo^v^ 

'    «od  copies  of  it  publi/Ucd  in  the  CdiAburgU  aud  GUfgow  news  papers. 
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wtirm  nian  himfelf,  and.  If  they  meant  to  fpend  their  CHAP. 
time  in  mock-debate  and  idle  oppofition,  they  might  ^^^^!^ 
gee  another  leader  This  fpcech  being  received  with  jyj^, 
theloudeft  applaufc,  his  LordQiip  then  moved  the  fol- 
lowing refoiution,  "  That  the  whole  body  of  the  Pro- 
"  teftant  AfTociation  do  attend  In  St.  George's  Fields, 
"  on  Friday  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  ac- 
**  company  his  Lordfliip  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on 
*'  the  delivery  of  the  Proteitant  petition/'  This  being 
carried  unanimoufly,  his  Lordihip  then  informed  them, 
that  if  fewer  than  ^0,000  of  his  fellow-citizens  attended 
hhn  on  that  day,  he  would  not  prefent  their  petition  ; 
and  for  the  better  obfervance  of  order,  he  moved  that 
theyihould  arrange  themfelves  in  four  divifions  ;  the 
Proteilants  of  the  city  of  London  on  the  right  ;  thofeof 
the  city  of  Welhninfter  on  the  left ;  the  burgh  of  South- 
wark  third  ;  and  the  people  of  Scotland  refident  in  Lon- 
don and  its  environs  to  form  the  laft  diviiion  :  and  that 
they  might  know  their  friends  from  their  enemies,  he 
added,  that  every  real  Protectant  and  friend  of  the 
petition  fhould  come  with  a  blue  cockade  in  his  hat. 

Thefe  diredions  were  moft  punftually  complied  with.  Meciingin 
On  Friday,  June  ad,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  feveral  stGcorgc*8 
thoofands  of  people  alTembled  at  the  place  appointed,  t„^^  '^\ 
arranging  themfelves  in   their   proper    ranks.  About 
eleven  o'clock,  Lord  George  arrived,  and  gave  orders 
how  they  were  to  proceed.     About  twelve,  one  party 
was  ordered  to  go  round  by  London  Bridge,  another 
by  that  of  Blackfriars,  and  a  third  by  that  of  Wenminf- 
ter.    A  monftrous  roll  of  parchment,  containing  the 
names  of  thofe  who  had  figned  the  petition,  was  carried 
before  them.  They  proceeded  on  their  rpute  with  great 
decency,  and,  about  half  an  hour  after  two,  they  af- 
fembled  before  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  on  which 
occafion  the  whole  body  gave  a  loud  fhout«    But  how- 
ever peaceable  and  well-difpofed  fome  of  them  might  be, 
others  foon  began  to  exercife  the  moft  arbitrary  power 
over  both  Lords  and  Commons,  by  obliging  almoft  all 
the  members  to  pat  blue  cockades  in  their  hats,  and  call 
out  '*  No  Popery  !"     Some  were  compelled  to  fwear 
diat  they  would  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious 
ftatate,  and   others  were  infulted  in  the  moft  violent 
and  indecent  manner.    They  took  poffeffion  of  all  the 
avenues  up  to  the  very  doors  of  both  houfes  of  Parlia*  Bcftrthoth 
Hieni,  which  they   twice    attempted    to    force    open.  Hoiucs  of 
As  foon  as  they  perceived  the  approach  of  the  Arch-  P***^!^*"^"* 
Ufliop  of  York's  coach,  they  faluted  him  with  hiffes, 
poan^  and   hootings.    The  Lord  Prefident  of  the 
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CHAP.  Council  and  Lord  Bathurft  were  pufhed  violently  abone^ 
Sb     \^^Lj  *^^  kicked  on  the  legs.    Lord  Mansfield  had  the  glaflea^ 
^^^Cr  of  his  carriage  broken,  the  pannels  beat  to,  and  hi$ 
life   endangered.     The   Duke   of   Northumberland'^ 
pocket  was  picked  of  bis  watch.  The  Bifliop  of  Lincoln^s 
carriage- wheels  were  taken  off,  and  his  Lordfliip,  with 
great  difficulty,  efcaped  with  his  life,  being  ol^liged  to 
take  ihclter  in  die  houfe  of  Mr  Atkinfon,  an  attorney, 
where  he  changed  his  clothes,  and  made  his  el'cape  over 
the  leads  of  the  adjoining  houfes.     The  Lords  Town- 
.  ihend  and  Hill{borough    came    together,    and    were 
greatly  infulted,  being  fent  into  the  Houfe  without 
their  bags,  and  their  hair  hanging  loofe  about  their 
ihoulders.  Lord  Stormont's  coach  was  broken  to  pieces^ 
and  himfclf  in  the  bands  of  the  mob  for  near  half  an 
hour,  until  at  laft  he  was  releafed  by  a  gentleman  who 
harangued  the  mulcitude,  and  perfuaded  them  to  defift. 
Lords' Aihburnham  andBofton  were  treated  with  theut- 
mod    indignity,  particularly  the  latter,  who  was   fo 
long  in  their  power,  that  it  was  propofed  in  the  Houfe^ 
that  the  Peers  fliould  go  in  a  body  and  endeavour  to  re^ 
lieve  him ;  but,  whilft  they  were  deliberating  on  thi^ 
fnbject,  his  Lordlhip  efcaped  without  any  material  in- 
jury.    Lords  Willoughby,  St  John,  Dudley,  and  many 
others,  were  perfonally  ill  treated  ;    and   Wellbore 
Ellis,  Efq;  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  Guild* 
hall  of  Weftmiftfter,  whither  he  was  purfued,  the  win- 
dows being  broke  open,  the  doors  forced  up,  and  Jufttco 
Addington  with  all  the  conftables  expelled.     Mr  £Ui^ 
efcaped  with  the  utmoft  dlfHculty. 
lord  Geo.     During   thcfe  violent  proceedings.    Lord    George 
Gordon's  Qordon  came  feveral  times  to  the  top  of  the  gallery 
in  Parlia-  ^^^^s,  whence  he  harangued  the  people,  and  informed  - 
mem.        them  of  the  bad  futcefs  their  petition  was  likely  to  m«et 
with,  marking  out*fuch  members  as  were  oppofing    ie, 
particularly  Mr  Burke,  the  member  for  BriftoL     He 
told  them,  that  at  firft  it  was  propofed  to  take  it  into 
confideration  on  Tuefday,  in  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  s 
but  that  he  did  not  like  delays,  for  by  that  time  the 
Parliament  might  be  prorogued.    At  another  time  he 
cxpreffed  himfelf  in  the  following  words :  **  Gentlemen, 
The  alarm  has  gone  abroad  for  many  miles  round  the 
city.     You  have  got  a  very  good  Prince,  who,  as  foon 
as  he  ihall  hear  the  alarm  has  fei^ed  fuch  a  number    of 
ilien,  will  no  doubt  (end  down  private  orders  to  his 
miniilers  to  enfoirce  the  prayer  of  your  petition." 

Such  extraordinary  condudb  in  a  member  of  the 
Houfe  did  not  pafs  without  auimadverlion.    Gencritl 
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Conway  and  fcvcral  other  foembers  cxpoftulated  with  c  H  ap. 
lum  very  warmly  on  the  mifchicfs  which  might  arife  ,^"'; 
from  his  behaviour  ;  and  Colonel  Gordon,  anear  rela^  ^  ' 
tiofl  of  his  Lordfliip,  accofted  him  in  the  following 
manner : — ^  My  Lord  George !  Do  yoib  intend  to 
bring  your  rafcally  adherents  into  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons? If  you  do,  the  iirft  man  of  them  that  enters,  I 
viU  plunge  my  fword  not  into  his,  but  into  your  body." 
His  Lordifaip,  however,  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by 
any  threats  of  this  kind  ;  and,  having  no  doubt  deter*- 
mined  beforehand  in  what  manner  he  was  to  ad,  con-- 
tinned  to  harrangue  the  mob  as  before.  While  making 
hisfiBcondfpeech,  General  Grant,  another  relation  of 
liis  Lordfliip,  came  behind,  and  endeavoured  to  draw 
kim  back  into  the  Houfe,  crying  out,  **  For  God's 
fake,  iiord  George  !  do  not  lead  thefe  poor  people  into 
any  danger  !"  All  this,  however,  availed  nothing.  His 
Lordifaip  went  on  with  his  fpeech.  "  You  fee,*'  faid  he, 
^  in  this  effort  to  perfuade  me  from  my  duty,  before 
your  eyes,  an  tnnance  of  the  difficulties  I  have  to  en- 
cmmter  with  from  fuch  wife  men  of  this  world  as  my 
lumoorable  friend  behind  my  back/'  Attempts  were 
made  by  Alderman  Sawbridge  and  others  to  clear  the 
lobby,  but  to  no  purpofe.  At  laft,  a  Juftice  arriving 
with  a  party  of  horfe  and  foot-guards,  was  received 
witb  groans  and  hiiTes ;  but  on  his  afluring  the  people 
that  he  woidd  order  the  foldiers  to  difperfe,  provided 
they  would  give  their  word  of  honour  to  feparate,  he 
gained  their  good-will  fo  far,  that,  after  giving  the 
magiftrate  three  cheers,  upwards  of  600  of  them  left 
theplace. 

During  all  this  time,  the  Houfe  were  taken  up  in 
debating  about  the  mob ;  after  which,  having  obtained 
fome  degree  of  order,  Lord  George  introduced  his  bu- 
finefs,  by  informing  them,  that  lie  had  before  him  a 
petition  (igned  by  near  1^,000  of  his  Majefty's  Pro- 
teihnt  fubje^s,  praying  ^^  a  repeal  of  the  adl  pafled  the 
tail  feflion  in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics,''  and 
moved  to  have  the  faid  petition  brought  up.  This  mo- 
tion being  feconded  by  Mn  Alderman  Bull,  leave  was 
g'ven  accordingly  ;  but  when  his  Lordihip  farther  in- 
led  that  it  fliould  be  immediately  taken  into  confide- 
ration,  the  motion  was  rejected  by  192  to  6  j  foon  after 
which  the  Houfe  adjourned,  and,  the  mob  havmg  dif- 
perfed  from  the  avenues  of  both  houfes,  the  guards 
were  ordered  home. 

But  thongh  order  and  tranquillity  were  re-cftabWhed 
inthk  {»rt  of  tj;i6  town,  it  was  by  no  means  fo  in  other 
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CHAP,  places.     The  mob  paraded  off  in  different  divifions  from 
XXIV.  Palace  Yard,  and  fome  of  them  went  to  the  Romiib 
^^f^  chapel  in  Duke  Street,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  and  to 
Great  out-  that  in  Warwick  Street,  Golden  Square,  both  of  which 
rages  com-  they  in  a  great  meafure  demoliihed.   The  militai^  were 
the  mob  ^  ^^^^  ^"°^»  ^^^  could  not  arrive  in  time  to  prevent  the 
Hoafes,     mifchief.     However,  13  of  the  rioters  were  taken  up, 
chapcU,     and  the  mob  difperfcd  for  the  night.   The  riots  fubfided 
fei*o"^c'  ^°  Saturday  j  but  on  Sunday  afternoon  they  became  • 
'  much  more  alarming.     Large  bodies  of  people  aflem- 
bled,  and  attacked  the  chapels  and  dwelling-houfes  of 
the  Catholics  in  and  about  Mooriields*     The  houfes 
were  Hripped  of  their  furniture,  and  the  chapels  net 
only  of  their  religious  utenfils  and  ornaments,  but  the 
altars,  pews,  benches,  and  pulpits  were  torn  up,  and 
made  fuel  for  bonfires,  leaving  nothing  but  the  bare 
walls. 
«  On  Monday  the  rioters  paraded  with  the  relics  of 

the  havock  they  had  made  in  Moorfields,  as  far  as  Lord 
George  Gordon's  houfe  in  Welbeck  Street,  and  after^ 
wards  burned  them  in  the  adjacent  fields.  Anothei^ 
party  went  to  Virginia  Lane,  Wapping ;  and  a  third 
to  Nightingale  Lane,  Eaft  Smithfield,  where  they  de- 
Aroyed  the  Catholic  chapels,  and  committed  feveral 
other  outrages.  Some  people  who  had  appeared  as  evi- 
dences on  the  examination  of  thofe  who  had  been  com- 
mitted, had  each  of  them  their  houfes  and  (hops  flrip> 
ped,  and  the  contents  of  them  committed  to  the  flames. 
The  houfe  of  Sir  George  Saville  in  Leicefter  Fields, 
(hared  the  fame  fate,  on  account  of  his  having  brought 
the  obnoxious  bill  into  Parliament.  This  day  alfo,  be- 
ing theanniverfary  of  the  king's  birth-day,  a  proclama- 
tion was  iffued,  offering  a  reward  of  500I.  to  thofe  who 
would  difcover  the  perfons  concerned  in  fetting  fire  to 
the  Sardinian  and  Bavarian  chapels.  Thofe  who  had 
been  formerlyapprehended  were  now  re-examined,  and 
fome  were  difcharged ;  but  others  were  committed  to 
Newgate,  and  efcorted  there  by  a  party  of  the  guards, 
who  were  pelted  by  the  mob  on  their  return. 

On  Tuefday  all  the  military  in  town  were  ordered 
to  attend  on  duty  at  the  tower,  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, St  James's,  and  St  George's  fields,  &c.  during 
the  whole  day  ;  notwithitanding  which  Lord  Sandwich 
was  wounded  in  attempting  to  go  down  to  the  Parlia- 
ment-houfe,  bis  carriage  demoliihed,  and  he  himfelf 
refcued  by  the  military  with  the  utipoft  difficulty.  To- 
wards evening  they  became  ftill  more  outrageous.    One 
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^arty  W^t  to  the  hovfe  of  Jullice  Hyde,  neat  Lticef-  C  K  A  B. 
tcr  Fields^  which  they  deftroyed;  another  paraded  ^^^^^ . 
through  Long-Acre  down  Holbom,  till  they  came  to  ^*7^a^ 
Newgate,  and  publicly  .declared  they  would  go  and 
releale  the  confined  rioters.  On  their  arrival  at  the 
prifon-doors  they  demanded  the  immediate  releafe  pf 
their  comrades,  which  being  refufed,  fome  began  to 
break  the  windows ;  fome  battered  the  doors  and  en 
trances  into  the  cells  with  pick-axes  and  fledge  ham- 
mars  ;  others  brought  ladders  to  climb  up  the  walls  9 
while  feveral  collected  fire-brands,  and  whatever  com-> 
bufhbles  they  could  find,  which  they  flung  into  the 
keeper's  houfe.  His  houfehold  furniture  was  thrown 
out  at  the  windows  in  large  quantities,  and  afterwards 
piled  up  againft  the  doors,  and  fet  on  fire*  The  flames 
inftantly  communicated  to  the  houfe,  from  thence  to 
tbe  chapel,  and  from  the  chapel  to  the  prifon.  As  foen 
as  the  flames  had  deflroyed  Mr.  Akerman's  houfe,  which 
was  part  of  Newgate,  and  were  communicated  to  the 
wards  and  cells,  all  the  prifoners,  to  the  amount  of 
300,  among  whom  were  four  under  fentence  of  death^ 
were  fet  at  liberty. 

A  party  of  the  mob  then  proceeded  to  Red,  Lion 
Street,  to  deftroy  the  houfes  of  the  Catholics  there  j 
another  to  the  houfe  of  Juflice  Cox  in  Great  Queen 
Street,  which  was  likewife  deftroyed  ;  a  third  broke 
open  the  doors  of  the  New  Prlfon,  Clerkenwell,  and 
-turned  out  all  the  prifoners  ^  a  fourth  deftroyed  the 
fomiture,  efifeAs,  and  writings  of  Sir  John  Fielding  ; 
and  a  fifth  fet  fire  to  and  confumed  the  elegant  houfe 
of  Lord  Mansfield  in  Bloomlbury  Square.  They  began 
with  breaking  down  the  doors  and  windows,  flinging 
the  fuperb  furniture  from  every  quarter  into  the  ftreet, 
where  large  fires  were  made  to  deftroy  it.  They  then 
proceeded  to  his  Lordlhip's  law  library,  &c.  deftroying 
fimie  thoufand  volumes,  with  many  capital  manufcripts, 
mortgages,  and  other  deeds.  The  rich  wardrobe  of 
wearing  apparel,  with  fome  very  capital  piftures,  were 
alfo  burned  ;  after  which,  having  forced  their  way  into 
hisLordfhip's  wine  cellars,  they  plentifully  beftowed  the 
liquor  on  the  populace.  A  party  of  the  guards  being 
now  arrived,  a  magiftrate  read  the  riot-aft,  after  which 
he  was  obliged  to  give  orders  for  a  detachment  to  fire. 
About  fourteen  of  the  foldiers  obeyed ;  feveral  men 
and  women  were  killed,  and  others  wounded.  They 
were  ordered  to  fire  again,  which  they  did  without  ef- 
fed.    The  mpb^  however^  were  by  no  means  intimi^ 
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C  H  A  P' dated.     They  began  to  pull  down  the  houfc,  and  burn 

J^^j  the  floors^  planks,  fpars^  &c.  deftroyiog  the  whole  out- 

jy\2f  ^^^^  *"^  ftables^  fo  that  in  a  fliort  time  the  t^^hole 

was  confumed.     Lord  and  Lady  Mansfield  made  their 

efcape  through  a  back-door,  a  few  minutes  before  the 

mob  broke  ini 

The  tranfaftions  of  Wednefday  were  ftill  worfd 
than  thofe  of  the  preceding  day.  Notice  was  fcnt  by 
the  mob  to  the  prifons  of  King's  Bench  and  Fleet,  at 
what  tinie  they  would  come  and  burn  them.  The  fama 
kind  of  humanity  was  exercifed  towords  a  Mr  Lang- 
dale,  diniller  in  Holbofn,  whofe  works  they  dedroyed 
to  the  value^  as  was  fuppofed,  of  more  than  ioo,oool* 
Several  others  of  the  Homifh  perfiiafion  had  alfo  tbeu* 
property  deftroyed.  In  the  afternoon  all  the  fhops  wcrts 
ftut,  and  bits  of  .blue  filk,  by  way  of  flags,  were  hung 
at  molt  houfes,  with  the  words  *•  No  Popery  !"  chalked 
on  the  doors  and  window-ftiiitters,  in  order  to  depre- 
cate the  fury  of  the  infurgents^  from  which  no  perfon 
thought  himfelf  fecure« 

When  the  day  drew  near  a  clofe^  a  mofl  dreadful 
fpedacle  prefented  itfelf.  The  flames  were  feen  af- 
tending  at  once  from  the  prifons  of  the  King*s  Bench 
and  Fleet  i  from  New  Bridewell ;  the  toll-gates  on 
Blackfriar's  Bridge ;  from  houfes  in  every  quarter  of 
the  town^  particurarly  from  the  middle  and  bottom  of 
Holborn,  where  the  nronflagration  was  very  terrible* 
The  houfes  fct  on  fire  at  this  place  belonged  to  Mr 
Langdale  above  mentioned^  and  contained  immenfe 
({uantitiesof  fpirituous  liquors.  Six-and- thirty  fires^  all 
blazing  at  one  time,  and  in  different  quarters  of  the 
city,  were  to  be  feen  from  one  fpot.  Men,  women, . 
and  children,  were  running  up  and  down  the  ilreetft 
throughout  the  whole  night  with  fuch  effects  as  they 
wifhed  to  preferve  $  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  reports 
of  foldiers  mufkets,  firing  in  platoons,  in  different  pla* 
ces,  gave  the  idea  of  a  city  facked  and  plundered^  and 
undergoing  all  the  other  calamities  of  wan 

Throughout  the  day,  two  attempts  were  made  on 
the  Bank  ;  but  the  rioters  were  fo  much  intimidated  by 
the  (Irength  with  which  they  found  it  guarded,  that 
their  attacks  were  but  feebly  conduced,  and  they  were 
repulfed  at  the  lirft  fire  from  the  military.  They  next 
tnade  an  attempt  to  break  into  the  Pay  Office,  but  were 
in  like  manner  repulfed  $  many  being  killed  and  wouii- 
ded  in  the  different  fklrmifhes  throughout  the  courfe  of 
this  day.  The  arms  of  the  military,  however,  were 
lefs  fatal  to  them  than  their  own  drukennefs.    Num* 
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bcrs  died  with  inebriation,  efpecially  at  the  diftilleries  CHAP. 
•  of  Mr  Langdale,  from  the  veffels  of  which  the  liquors    ''^^^^• 
ran  down  the  ftreet,  and  were  taken  np  in  pailfuls,  and  ^^IT?^ 
held  to  their  mouths  by  the  deluded  multitude,  many . 
of  whom  killed    therafelvcs   by   drinking  unreftified 
fpirits,    and  were  burnt  or  buried  in  the  ruins.     The 
regulars  and  militia  now   poured   in  fo  faft,  in  con- 
fcquence  of  the  cxpreffes  difpatched  for  that  purpofe, 
that  the  citizens  began  on  Thurfday  to  recovef  from 
their  confternation  ;  but  ihe  alarm  was  ftlll   fo  great, 
and  they  were  fo  much  afFcded  by   the  depredations 
they  had  beheld,  that  the  fliops  werjC  univerfally   fiiut 
from  Tyburn  to  White  Chapel,  and  no  bufinefs  of  any 
kind  tranfafted,  except  at  the  Bank.     Great  numbers 
were  this  day  taken  up  by  the  military  ;  and  fome  were 
apprehended  in  the  attempt  to  fet  fire  to  thofe  places  of 
Newgate  prifon  which  had  efcaped  the  conflagration  of 
yeftcrday.     Four  hundred  and  fifty-eight   are  faid  to  Numbers 
havt  been  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prifoners  in  the  ^^^^^^  ^^ 
various  adions  during  thefedilVurbances. — The  number  ^®"**^^  • 
who  periftieJ  by  the  eflFedls  of  intoxication,  could  not  be 
afcertained,  but  was  judged  to  be  very  confiderable. 
The  arrangements  made  this  day  by  the  military,  and 
the  feverc  execution  already  done  by  them,  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  prevent  and  intimidate  the  mob  from  any 
farther  outrages  ;  and  the  whole  was  clofed   by  the 
commitment  of  Lord  George  Gordon  to  the  Tower, 
Here  his  Lordfliip  remained  till  February   5,  1781, 
when  he  was  tried  at  the  bar  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  for  high  treafon,  but  acquitted.     Many  of  the 
rioters  and  incendiaries,  however,  being  found  guilty, 
received  fentence  of  death  ;  and  nineteen  of  them  were 
executed  in  London  and  Middlefex,  and  fix  in  South- 
warL 
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CHAP.    XXV. 


Parliament Mr  Fox's  motionon  the  flat e  of  Admiral 

KeppePs  fleet     ■        Difcontents    and  rejignatms 

Mot  ion  for  the  removal  of  Lord  Sandwich Debates  on 

the  American  war State  of  the  Navy Green- 

wich   Hofpital-' Spam/h  ManifcOo Milifia 

Habeas  Lorpus  a6l Vrorogation  and  meeting  again  of 

Parliament Debates  on  the  Addref^ Duel  between 

Mr  Fox  and  Mr  Adam Debates  on  the  national  ex- 
penditure  Influence  of  the  Crown Extraordina- 

ries  of  the  Army Mr  Burke^s  a^conotnical  plan 

Rece/s, 


C  H  A  P.  TOURING  this  difaftrous  period  of  an  unfortunate  war 
^^^^     jlJ  abroad,  and  civil  combuftions  at  home,  the  rage  of    I 
-^  Y  ■— '  political  frenzy  was  fcarce  Ihort  of  what  we  have  juft    i 
'^^^'     now  related  of  the  religious  fanatics.    In  particular,  the    \ 
ferments  raifed  by  thp  trials  of  the  two  Admirals,  Keppel 
and  Pallifer,  were  fully  as  vehement,  and  no  lefs  dif- 
ficult to  be  allayed.     From  what  palled  on  thefe  trials, 
•  the  attention  of  Parliament   was  naturally  direfted  to 
the  affairs  of  the  navy,  and  thefe  accordingly  became 
almoft  the  fole  objecls  of  difcuflion.     The  members  of  i 
Oppofition  direded  their  attacks  chiefly  againft  Lord/' 
Sandwich,  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  whom  they    i 
coniidered  as  being  the  moft  refponfible  of  any  ot*  the    ; 
King's  fervants.      In  confequence  of  an  addrefs   for    ; 
-^  y    ,    thepurpofe,  feveral  cxtrafts  of  letters,  relative  to  the  \ 
motion  re  ^^^^P"^^"t  of  ^'^c  Breft  fleet,  having  been  laid  before 
fpcciing     that  Houfe,  Mr  Fox  moved  the  following  refolution  s   : 
Admiriil    ((  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  fending  Ad*-  ^ 
flcct^*^  *    miral  Keppel,  in  the  month  of  June  lail,  to  a  ftation  off 
March  3.  the  coaft  of  Fraoce,  with  a  fquadron  of  20  Ihips   of  the 
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line,  and  four  frigates,  at  a  time  when  a  French  fleet,-  CHAP, 
confiding,  as  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  of 32  i^Yjy 
ill  ps  of  the  line,  and  certainly  of  27,  w"  th  a  great  number     ,7^7 
of  trigaces,  was  at  Brelt,  and  ready  to  put  to  fea,  was 
a  meafure  greatly  haz^o-dous  to  the  fatcty  of  the  king- 
dom, without  any  profpeft  of  an  adequate  advantage." 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  denied,  that  the  fadl  on 
which  the  motion  had  been  originally  founded,  had 
been  at  all  eftablifhed.  The  aflertion,  that  there  were 
27  ftips  of  the  line  in  Breft  water,  was  fo  far  from 
having  been  proved,  that  it  had  not  even  been  rendered 
probable. 

To  thefe  arguments  Oppofition  replied  with  great 
vehemence. — The  quellion  was  carried  in  favour  of 
Miniftry  by  a  majority  orily  of  34,  the  numbers  being 
204  to  1 70. 

Mr  Fox,  not  diflieartened  by  this  defeat,  brought  March  8, 
forward  the  bufinefs,  a  fhort  time  after,  under  a  new- 
form.  After  fcrutinizing  the  conduct  of  miniiters  in 
the  mod  fevere  manner,  refpefting  the  management  of 
the  navy,  he  came  to  the  following  conclufions : 
Either  that  miniiters  aded  under  the  dominion  of  the 
grofleft  and  dulleft  ignorance  ;  or  that  they  were  ac- 
tuated by  linilter,  corrupt,  and  dangerous  motives  ; 
and  that  they  were  therefore,  in  either  cafe,  unwor- 
thy of  public  tnift  or  confidence.  He  then  made  a  mo- 
tion to  the  following  purpofe,  '*  That  it  appears  to  this 
Houfe,  that  the  Itate  of  ihe  navy,  on  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  with  France,  was  very  unequal  to  what  this 
Houfe  and  the  nation  had  been  led  to  expe<5l,  as  well 
from  the  declarations  of  his  Majerty's  niinifkrs,  as  from 
the  great  fums  of  money  granted,  and  debts  incurred 
for  that  fervicc  ;  and  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  various  fervices  for  which  it  was  the  duty  of  minii- 
ters to  have  provided  at  fo  important  a  crifis.'*        , 

In  their  defence  againit  this  attack,  the  minifters 
proceeded  on  the  fame  ground  as  before.  They  denied 
the  fafts  as  to  what  they  laid  were  the  main  grounds  of 
the  motion,  namely  the  fuperiority  attributed  to  the 
French  in  the  channel,  and  in  America  ;  and,  with  re- 
gard JO  the  Mediterranean,  they  faid,  it  was  utterly 
inipoftibie  to  provide  a  fui table  defence  to  every  part  of 
puifeiTions  fo  widely  extended  as  thole  of  Great  Britain. 
Some  muft  be  neglefled  ;  and,  in  fuch  circuml^ances, 
iDiniltcrs  rnuit  exercife  theirdifcretionand  judgment,  in 
attending  particularly  to  the  fecurity  of  fuch  places  as 
were  either  moil  important,  or  moil:  expoied  to  danger. 
No  fair  or  direct  inference,  they  (aid,  could  be  drawn    ' 
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IJ  H  A  p.  Jjrom  the  comparative  ftate  of  the  money  granted  for  na- 
'*^^'    val  fervice,  in  the  two  intervals  previous  to  the  breaking 
^7^^  out  of  the  laitand  prefent  war  j  nor  from  that  of  the 
fleets  in  the  years  1756  and   1778.     The  Ihips  were 
larger  now  than  formerly  ;  we  hs^d  then  a  number  of 
fmall  lixty's  and  lixty-four's,  none  of  which  were  novr 
retained  ;  that  rate  having  not  only  been  improved  in 
point  of  ftrengthand  fije,  but  its  place  havmg  in  a  great 
meafure  been  fupplied  by  a  number  of  new  leventy- 
four's,  built  on  10  large  a  conftruftion,  as  to  be  nearly- 
equal  to  the  old  fecond  rates.  So  that,  upon  the  whole, 
fairly  comparing  the  exertions  at  both  periods,  it  was 
not  doubted  that  our  force  in  17*;  8  would  be  found  fub- 
ftantially  equal  to  what  it  had  been  in  1756. 
j^y^  This  contradidion  to  matters  of  fait,  called  up  the 

Howe  an4  two  great  naval  commanders,  Lord  Howe  and  Admira^ 
Admiral    Kcppel,  the  former  of  whom  had  feconded  Mr  Fox's  m<>: 
ter  mtothc  ?^°"'     ^^^  Lordlhip  obferved,  that  he  was  under  fome 
difputc.     difficulty  'of  fpeaking,  on  account  of  his  having  himfcif 
a  matter  to  fettle  with  minifters,  and  which  he  pledged 
himfelf  to  the  Houfe  to  bring  forward.     But  being,  on 
the  other  hand,  apprehcniive,    that  his  tptal  filence 
might  be  conlidered  as  an  approbation  of  meafures  which 
he  totally   condemned,  and  which,  if  obitinately  per- 
(ifled  in,  mudi  terminate  in  the  ruin  of  the  country,  he 
held  it  incumbent  on  him,  as  a  public  duty,  to^prevent 
fuch  an  opinion  from   prevailing.     He  then  declared, 
that  he  thought  the  means  put  into  the  hands  of  admi- 
niftration,  were  fuch  as  enabled  them  to  have  a  much 
/'  more    refpedable  navy    on    foot;    that,     above    all 

things,  the  Mediterranean  ought  to  have  been  provided 
for ;  he  being  thoroughly  convinced,  that  it  would  be 
impoffible  for  this  country  at  any  time  to  preferve  its 
naval  fuperiority  while  that  fervice  was  neglefted  j  but 
much  more,  when,  as  in  the  prefent  inllance,  it  was 
apparently  abandoned.  The  ujotivcs  that  induced  hiti\ 
to  retire  from  the  American  fervice  were,  that  he  had 
been  deceived  into  his  command ;  that  he  had  been  de- 
ceived while  he  retained  it ;  that,  tired  and  difgufted, 
ht  had  required  permilFion  to  rellgn,  and  would  have 
returned  to  England  as  foon  as  this  permiirion  was  ob- 
tained, could  he  have  thought  of  quitting  jhe  liritilh 
fleet  when  in  danger  from  a  fuperior  enemy  in  the 
American  feas;  that,  on  the  whole,  his  iituation  had 
peen  fuch,  asf  to  compel  him  to  refign  ;  and  that  a  tho- 
rough recoUeftion  of  what  he  had  felt  and  fuffered,  in- 
duced him  to  decline  any  rifque  of  ever  returning  iata 
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a  fitiiation  which  might  terminate  in  a  mannei:  equally  C  H  a  ?, 
cUfagrceable.  XXV, 

The  miniftry  were  no  lefs  fevertely  condemned  by  ^TTTaT' 
the  other  naval  c-pmmander,  Admiral  Keppel.  That 
gendeman  reprobated,  with  the  utmoil  feverity,  the 
dariag  alTertion,  as  he  called  it,  which  had  been  made 
by  a  noble  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  Board,  that,  at  the 
time  wbeii  he  returned  from  his  cruize,  under  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a  fuperior  forc^,  the  enemy's  fleet  con- 
lifted  only  of  fe venteen  ihips  of  the  line.  Among  other 
particulars,  he  obferved,  that  in  the  years  1765  and 
1766,  when  he  fat  at  the  Admiralty  Board,  a  fcheme 
was  propofed  and  adopted,  for  keeping  at  all  times  8q 
ihips  of  the  line  of  battle,  with  a  proportionable  number 
of  frigates,  ready  for  adual  fervice.  He  likcwife  ftar 
tpd,  that  I'uppofing  that  det^rmin^ition  had  immediately 
after  been  totally  abandoned,  and  even  the  whole  navy 
to  have  been  annihilated,  at  the  time  that  Lo/d  Sand^ 
%ich  was  promoted  to  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  Board, 
it  appeared  evidently  from  the  papers  before  them,  that 
the  grants  of  Parliament  for  the  naval  fervice  within  hi$ 
adininiitration,  had  been  fo  ample,  and  unufually  great^ 
that  a  fleet  of  80  ihips  of  the  line  might  have  beien  con* 
flru&ed  from  the  keel,  and  in  a&ual  fervice  at  fea, 
without  any  additional  expence  to  the  nation,  by  the 
dofeof  the  year  1777;  wheveas,  ipy  that  Lord's  owa 
account  of  the  iQatter,  we  had  not  at  that  period^  in 
all  Rations,  at  home  and  abroad,  above  50  ihips  of  war 
in  condition  for  actual  fervice ;  nay,  he  believed,  that 
it  would  be  found  there  were  not  then  40  fit  for  fervice. 
The  deficiency  in  number,  however,  was  not  at  that 
^e  the  molt  alarming  circumitance.  He  was  well 
warranted  in  affirming,  that  tlie  iliips  in  general  were 
not  in  good  condition,  nor  fit  to  bear  lon^  and  difficult 
forvices.  The  number  of  frigates  was  alio  very  defici- 
f^t;  and,  on  this  account,  the  naval  fervice  bad  fuf- 
fer^  very  confiderably.  He  concluded  by  declaring 
the  Admiralty  Board  to  be  totally  negligent,  uninform- 
ed, and  in  every  v^ay  unequal  to  the  management  of 
the  naval  aflEnirs  of  this  country. 

To  all  thdie  charges  the  miniftry  replied  only  by  di- 
reft  and  Hat  contradidions  to  what  the  admirals  had 
urged  as  undoubted  fads,  either  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
fent  or  pail  ftate  of  the  navy  ;  and  fo  violent  were  the 
a&rtions  on  both  fides,  that  a  gentleman,  well  known 
tTbe  a  friend  to  ^dminiftration,  urged  againft  Oppofi- 
:  tion,  that  the  hodfe  could  not  in  confcience  come  to  a 
vote  of  cenfurc  on  account  of  the  doubt  with  regard  tq 
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G  H  A  p.  fafts  ariling  from  the  cxh-emc  contrariety  of  the  affer- 
^^^'    tions  of  both  parties  ;  for  which  reafon  he  would  move 
^''Z^^  the  previous  queftion,  in  order  to  leave  the  matter  open 
for  future  inquiry.     Th?  miniiler,  however,  confiding 
in  his  ftrength,  would  not  content  himfelf  with  an  in- 
direct viftory  of  this  kind.     He  affirmed,  that  the  fafts 
and  charges  which  had  been  ftated,  were  of  fuch  an 
important  nature,  that  they  admitted  of  no  medium ; 
they  muft  be  either  fully  eftabliihed  or  overthrown  ; 
and  as  they  were  not  yet  fupported  by  a  iingle  title  of 
proof,  the  moft  regular  and  parliamentary  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding was,  for  the  prefent,  to  meet  chem  with  a  di- 
reft  negative  ;  which,  he  faid,  would  not  by  any  means 
prevei\t  an  Inquiry,  when  evidence  Ihould  occur.    The 
motion  was  rejefted  by  246  to  174. 
Violent       Thefc  victories  of  the  miniftry  did  not  at  all  conciliate 
difcon.      the  differences  which  had  unhappily  taken  place.     On 
tent*  and  ^h^  contrary,  the  difcontents  among  the  naval  com- 
•nfwnong  zanders  were  now  augmented  to  the  moft  alarming  de- 
che  naval  gree.     Lord  Howe  had  already  declared  his  intention 
•ffi<*"-     of  ferving  no  more.     Admiral  Keppel   next  declared, 
that  after  what  he  had  already  experienced  and  fuffered 
at  their  hands,  he  could  never  think  of  refuming  the 
naval  command  under  fuch  an  adminiftration ;  that  be- 
fules  its  being   inconliftent  with  his  honour,  and  ex- 
ceedingly hazardous  with  refped  to  his  profeilional  cha<> 
ra<5ter,  he  was  fully  convinced  in  his  own  mind,  that 
he  could  not,  under  their  influence  or  conduct,  ^Mromote 
in  any  effential  degree  the  interefts  of  his  country, 
which  was  the  only  motive  that  could  induce  him  to 
undertake  its  fervice.     About  this  time  aUb,  Sir  Robert 
Harland,  Captain  Levefon  Gower,  Sir  John  Lindfay, 
and  fome  other  diftingulflied  officers,  quitted  the  fer- 
vice; and   it  was  believed,  that  no  fewer  than  20  of 
the  beft  captains,  were  determined  to  relign  their  com- 
^       miffions  at  once. — Thefe  alarming  appearances  kept  up 
the   fpirit  of  Oppofition  in  its  full  vigour.    Mr.  Fox, 
undaunted  by  his  bad  fuccefs,  determined  to  bring  for- 
ward in  a  new  motion  the  aggregate  of  ihefe  fads,  real 
or  prefumed,  which  had  been  contained  in  all  the  others 
he  had  already  made.     Having  accordingly  given  the 
Mr  Fox     nfual  notice,  he,  on  the  19th  of  April  1779,  moved  for 
moves  for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne  for  the  removal  of  the  Earl  of 
^^  fi!"°d  S^n^wich,  from  his  Majefty's  prefence,  councils,  and 
Sandwich.  Service,  on  account  of  mifcondud  in  his  office  as  F\rft 
April  If?.    Commiflioner  of  the  Admiralty,  and  of  the  general  ill 
ftate  of  the  navy,  ac  the  moft  critical  feafons,  under 
his  adminiftration.     In  order  tp  avoid  thole  objections 
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to  fttch  a  motion  which  he  kitew  muft  naturally  occur  chap. 
from  the  repeated  rejection  of  his  motions  of  cenfure    '^^^•' 
fonnerly^  he  argued,  that. although  the  Houfe  did  not  "^""^X^f 
concur  in  a  vote  of  cenfure  on  any  one  of  the  feparate 
grounds  of  accufacion,  ,they  might  very  well  concur  in 
it  on  the  whole  taken  colledively. 

It  was  evident,  however,  that  notwithftanding  this 
laboured  diftindlion  between  the  feparate  and  colle<^ed 
matter  of  the  accufation,  the  merits  of  the  queflion  had 
already  been  difcufl'ed  and  decided.  The  only  new 
matter  of  debate,  therefore,  afforded  at  prefent,  arofe 
from  the  ^reat  injury  the  nation  had  fuilained  from  the 
lofs  of  (o  many  of  her  beft  naval  officers,  and  the  dan- 
ger to  which  ihe  was  expofed  from  the  alarming  and 
general  difcon tents  now  prevailing  in  the  navy.  Thefc 
being  in  the  tnoii  direct  manner  charged  upon  Lord 
Sandwich,  it  wasfaid,  that  though  the  reft  of  his  con- 
du^  had  been  even  laudable,  thefe  alone  afforded  fuf- 
ficient  reafon  to  jufKfy  a  removal,  nay  to  render  it 
abfolutely  necelTary. 

The  roinifiers  now  found  themfelves  under  a  neceC- 
fity  df  retorting.  Lord  Howe  and  Admiral  Keppel  were 
accufed  of  fetting  that  example,  and  fpreading  that  dif- 
conteut  in  the  navy  which  was  fo  pernicious  to  their  coun- 
.try,  and  fo  dangerous  to  the  flate.  For  though  the  mi- 
nif^ers  themfelves  thought  proper  to  preferve  fome  terms 
with  the  two  noble  brothers,  as  well  as  with  Admiral 
Keppel,  their  adherents  were  fo  far  from  imitating  their 
example,  that  their  fpeeches  carried  in  them  every 
fpecies  of  ftudied  and  premeditated  attack.  It  was  nom 
advanced,  that  when  military  commanders  grew  too 
great  for  the  ftate,  and  fet  fuch  an  high  value  upon 
their  fertices  as  to  expedl  new  and  extraordinary  con- 
ditions as  the  price  on  which  they  would  exert  them- 
felves in  defence  of  their  country,  it  was  not  only 
proper  that  fuch  pFopofitions  ihould  be  treated  with  the  ^ 
contempt  they  deferyed,  but,  however  great  the  pro-  . 
feflional  merit  of  the  propofers  might  be,  it  was  fitting, 
that  in  all  future  timi^s  they  ihould  continue  to  experi- 
ence the  juil  indignation  of  their  country  by  her  con- 
Ibmtly  defpiiing  thofe  lervices  which  were  with-held  in 
the  hour  of  her  diih'efs.  It  wa^  not,  they  faid,  to  be 
doubted,  that  there  were  at  all  times  to  be  found  a  fuffi- 
cient  number  of  brave  and  experienced  officers,  who 
only  wanted  to  be  brought  forward  in  order  to  ferve 
their  covmtry  effentially,  and  whofe  zeal  and  loyalty 
would  abundantly  compenfate  for  the  abfence  of  thofe 
who  had  grown  weary  of  her  fervice. 
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CHAP.     This  violent  charge  and  reproach  produccAa  no  lefe 
J^^^^  violent  retnm  of  cenfure  from  the  parties  aggrieved. 
,  The  two  admirals,  in  jnftification  ©f  their  condud,  af- 

ferted,  that  a  vifible,  fettled,  concerted,  and  fcarcely 
difavowed  fcheme,  was  now  in  full  execution,  for  driv- 
ing from  the  fervice  by  fea  and  land,  not  only  all  po- 
pular commanders  and  officers,  but  even  every  gentle- 
man of  independent  fpirit  and  principles,  who  ventur- 
ed to  think  for  themfelves  in  political  matters,  and  ho- 
neftly  to  difcharge  the  duty  which  they  owed  to  their 
country  as  fenators.  To  this  obje^  was  facrificed, 
along  with  the  means  of  our  immediate  defence  and  fe- 
curity,  every  poflible  profpeiftoffuccefs  in  that  ruinous 
civil  and  foreign  war  in  which  the  nation  had 
been  involved  by  their  means.  And,  in  order  to 
palliate  or  difguife  in  fome  meafure  this  atrocious 
fcheme,  their  firft  meafure  was  to  ruin  the  reputa- 
tion and  character,  and  thereby  to  deprive  of  their  po- 
pularity^ and  deputation,  thofe  officers  whom  they  had 
fecretly  devoted  to  deltruftion. — Finding  themfelves, 
however  difappointed  in  the  attack  they  had  made  6a 
the  life  and  honour  of  Admiral  Keppel,  after  all  the  pains 
they  had  taken  to  inveigle  him,  they  bad  fallen  upon 
a  fcheme  of  trying  him  a-nevv,  under  pretence  of  trying 
his  accufer  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  againft  whom  no  charge  had 
been  laid,  nor  was  there  any  profecutor  to  fupport  it  if 
there  had.  To  what  other  purpofe,  faid  they,  coulU 
the  inftitution  of  that  trial,  fo  circumftanced,  and  atv 
tended  with  luch  extraordinary  manoeuvres,  be^ttri- 
'  buted,  unlefs  to  an  hope  that  fome  iide-wind  from 
thence  might  afFed  the  reputation  of  the  Admiral,  and 
that  the  acquittal  of  their  favourite  might,  under  their 
fanftion,  be  perverted  to  the  purpofe  ot^raifing  fome 
fufpicions,  injurious  to  the  honour  of  thofe  able  and  dif- 
tinguiihed  officers  who  had  compofed  the  court-martial  ? 
0  The  queftion  for  the  removal  of  Lord  Sandwich  was 
rejefted  by  a  great  majority,  the  numbers  being  221  to 
118. 

But  though  the  miniftry  had  thus  once  more  obtained 
tie  viftory,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  prevent  Lord 
and  General  Howe  from  prefling,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
In^ttiryin.  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conduA  of  the  war,  as  far  as 
^o^^oj- they  themfelves  were  concerned.  They  urged,  that 
American^  if  their  conduft  in  the  American  war  had  been  blame- 
warftrong-  worthy,  their  giult  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  public  ; 
ly  prcffed  or,  if  not,  they  trufted  that  they  might  thereby  obtain 
and^coc-J^^^^  in  the  vindication  of  their  honour  and  charafter. 
raiUowe."  On  the  other  hand^  the  mixiiiters  inUited^  that  the  in^ 
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qiiiry  was  totally  needlefs.  Government  had  laid  noCH  a  p. 
charge  againft  the  noble  brothers ;  on  the  contrary,  fe-  ^J^^^ 
vcral  parts  of  their  condud:  had  met  with  its  approba-  j^^^. 
tion.  As  to  the  abufe  or  charges  made  by  the  publiih- 
ers  of  newfpapers  and  pamphlets,  they  could  not  b^ 
confidered  as  of  fufficient  moment  to  aiithorife  the 
bringing  on  of  an  inquiry,  which  muft  neceffarily  break 
in  fo  prodigioufly  on  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
Houfe,  and  that  in  a  feflion  when  there  was  already  fo 
much  bufinefs  of  importance  before  them,  and  fo  much 
more  probably  to  come.  Though  they  did  not  approve 
of  the  inquiry,  however,  they  agreed  to  the  motions 
that  were  made  for  laying  the  American  papers  before 
the  Houfe ;  which  were  accordingly  brought  forward 
in  great  abundance,  and  continued  on  the  table  during 
a  great  part  of  the  feflion. 

By  dint  of  continual  perfcverance  and  importunity, 
the  two  noble  brothers  had  fo  far  prevailed,  that  the 
Houfe,  on  the  29th  of  April  1779,  had  formed  itfelf  in-  April  2g. 
to  a  committee  of  inquiry  into  the  American  war ;  yet, 
although  a  previous  motion  had  been  made  to  the  Upper 
Houfe,  for  the  attendance  of  Earl  Cornwallis  as  an 
evidence,  and  the  greatest  attention  had  been  paid  for 
two  hours  to  a  fpeech  made  by  Sir  William  Howe,  in 
which  he  gave  an  account  of  his  conduct,  the  miniilcr 
(Lord  North),  who  had  all  along  expreffed  the  utmoft 
difapprobation  of  the  inquiry,  was  (\iil  determined  to 
qualh  it.  His  arguments  in  general  amounted  to  this, 
that  there  had  never  been  any  neceflity,  nor  even  oc- 
cafion,  for  the  inquiry  ;  but  that,  if  there  had,  it  was 
now  entirely  fuperfeded  by  the  very  able  defence  and  ex- 
planation of  his  conduft  which  the  honourable  general 
had  given,  as  well  as  by  the  papers  which  lay  before 
them.  Almoft  every  part  of  the  correfpondence  indi^ 
cated  the  utmoft  fatisfaftion  of  government,  and  its 
warmeft  approbation  of  the  fervices  of  the  two  noble  • 

commanders.  They  further  contended,  that,  if  matters 
had  been  different,  and  that  an  accufation  had  been 
really  laid  againft  the  officers,  that  Houfe  was  totally  in- 
competent to  enter  into  any  inquiry  concerning  milita- 
ry mat  ters,or  to  decide  upon  them.  Military  charges  and 
accufations  ought  to  be  tried  in  their  own  proper  courts, 
and  no  where  elfe.  It  was,  however,  iniinuated,  that 
the  true  defign  of  the  inquiry  was  to  try  to  injure  the 
rainiftry,  by  an  indireft  method  of  rcprefenting  their 
condud  in  an  odious  light ;  but  if  that  was  the  real  ob- 
ject, the  accufer  was  defired  to  ftand  forth,  to  avow 
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'  his  diarge,  and  compel  them  to  anfwer.  With  a  view 
to  fet  forth  the  incompetency  of  the  Honfe  to  judge  of 
military  matters,  the  queftion  was  put  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  Upon  what  points  he  meant  to  interrogate  the 
noble  lord  ?  To  which  the  general  replied,  *'  That  it 
^^  was  as  to  the  general  condu^  of  the  American  war ; 
*'  to  military  points  generally  and  particularly."  On 
which  the  miniiler,  eagerly  feizing  thefe  words,  and 
mining  them  with  fome  of  his  own,  propofed  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  which  he  knew  would  produce  the 
reje(5lion  of  the  queftion  altogether,  namely,  "  That 
Lord  Cornwallis  be  called  in,  and  examined  relative  to 
general  and  particular  military  points  touching  the 
general  condud  of  the  American  war." 

Oppofition  now  perceiving  that  the  queftion  was 
unavoidably  loil,  provided  this  amendment  ihould  be 
carried,  poured  forth  their  utmoft  vengeance  on  the 
minifter  who  had  propofed  it ;  and  the  honourable 
mover  of  the  queftion  protefted,  that  during  thirty 
years  he  had  fat  in  Parliament,  he  never  faw  fuch  a 
grofs  attempt  to  violate  the  inherent  and  conititutional 
privileges  of  that  Houfe,  whether  with  refpeft  to  the 
breach  of  order,  or,  to  what  was  of  infinitely  greater 
confequence,  the  denying  that  Houfe  to  have  a 
right  of  inquifitorial  jurifdidion  over  every  depart- 
ment of  the  ftate,  every  eftablilhment,  whether  civil, 
military,  or  criminal. 

Notwithftanding  this  furious  attack,  the  minifter*s 
amendment  was  carried  by  18910155;  after  which 
the  debate  on  the  main  queftion  being  reaewed,  it  was 
rejected  by  180  to  158. 

A  gentleman  in  Oppofition  then  moved,  ^'  That 
Lord  Cornwallis  be  called  in,  and  examined  refpeft- 
ing  the  fubjeft  matter  of  the  papers  referred  to  the  faid 
Committee  ;"  which  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 
The  committee  itfelf,  however,  was  not  diffolved  ; 
for  though  a  motion  for  that  purpofe  had  been  propofed 
early  in  the  debate,  it  was  afterwards  withdrawn  at  the 
minifter's  deiire.  The  Committee,  therefore,  was  ftill 
open  to  receive  any  teftimony  tending  to  the  elucida- 
tion of  the  papers  before  them,  except  what  related  to 
military  matters,  and  the  whole  fubjeft  of  thefe  papers 
The  in-    was  military, 

quiry  ]3ut  though  the  inquiry  feemed  thus  to  be  laid  aileep 

fonvfrd     f^^^ver,  Oppolition  were  determined  not  to  let  matters 
May  3. '   pafs  in  this  manner.    The  bufinefs  was  refumed  on  the 
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3d  of  May,  by  a  recital  of  the  traiifaftions  of  the  Com-  CHAP, 
mittee,  and  a  renew^  of  the  motion  for  the  exaraina-  ^^^* 
tion  of  Lord  ConiwalHs,  and  the  complaint  of  contempt  ^^TttT^^ 
of  order  fupported  with  the  utmoft  vigour.  The  mini- 
fter  acknowledged  that  he  was  not  fully  prepared  to 
fpeak  on  the  fubjeft.  The  queftion  of  competency,  he 
faici,  he  did  not  pu(h,  as  he  had  done  in  the  Commit- 
tee; but  with  refpefc  to  the  impropriety  of  examining 
wimefTes  on  military  matters,  he  feemed  to  exert  his 
whole  flrength.  He  obferved,  that  as  the  evidence  muft 
be  only  ex  parte ^  it  could  never,  by  any  rule  of  reafon, 
or  coniirtency  with  the  regular  proceedings  of  judica- 
ture, be  deemed  fufficiently  concluGve  either  for  acquit- 
tal or  cenfure. — Many  arguments  were  ufed  on  both 
fides. — At  laft,  the  inquiry,  which  had  a  few  days  be- 
fore been  rcjefted  by  a  majority,  feemed  now  to  be  al- 
iDoft  unanimoufly  agreed  to.  The  Committee  was  ac- 
cordingly revived  on  the  6th  of  May,  and  the  proceed-  Proceed- 
ings commenced  with  the  examination  of  Lord  Corn-  «ng»  o^.tl^e 
wailis.  After  his  lordfhip,  the  following  officers  were  ^^"^™'^' 
calledin  the  order  we  mention  them,  viz.  Major  General  May  6. 
Grey,  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond,  Major  Montrefor, 
chief  engineer,  and  Sir  George  Ofborne,  a  member  of 
the  Houfe.  From  the  united  teftimony  of  thefe  refpec- 
table  witnefles,  the  following  fads  were  eftablilhed : — 
That  the  force  fent  to  America  was  infufficient  to  make 
a  conquefl  of  the  country,  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to 
ih/B  hoftility  of  its  inhabitants,  who  were  generally  a^ 
verfe  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  like- 
wife  to  the  nature  of  the  country  iifelf,  which  was  tlje 
mort  difficult  and  impradlicable  with  regard  to  military 
operations  that  could  pollibly  be  conceived : — That  thefe 
circumftances  of  country  and  people  rendered  the  fer- 
vicesof  reconnoitring,  obtaining  intelligence,  and  ac* 
quiring  any  previous  knowledge  that  might  be  depend- 
ed on,  of  the  roads  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  which 
they  were  to  traverfe,  along  with  the  elVential  obje6l  of 
procuring  provilions  and  forage,  exceedingly  difficult, 
and  in  fome  refpefts  impra^licable  : — That  this  latter 
circumftance  rendered  it  impolFible  for  the  army  to  car- 
ry on  its  operations  at  any  diftance  from  the  fleet ;  at 
leaft,  without  the  command  of  both  fides  of  fome  navi* 
gable  river  ;  and  that  its  operations  were  much  retard- 
ed, and  frequently  endangered,  from  being  obliged  t0 
march  in  a  fingle  column,  owing  to  the  circumitances 
of  roads  and  country  already  mentioned. 

It  was  likewife  eltablilhed,  as  an  undoubted  fad,  that 
the  rebel  lines  and  redoubts  at  Brooklyn,  \xx  Long  Jlj* 
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C  H  A  P.  land,  on  the  27th  of  i^uguft  1776,  were  in  iuch  a  ftate 
^J^^J^i^^  of  ftrength  and  defence,  that  an  attempt  to  force  them 
1779-  without  proper  approaches,  and  without  artillery,  foal- 
ing ladders,  axes,  and  other  warlike  utenfils,  would  have 
been  little  lefs  than  an  aft  of  defperate  raflmefs: — That 
Lord  Cornwallis  halting  at  Brunfwick,  when  in  purfuit 
of  the  enemy  the  fame  year,  was  neceffary,  as  well 
with  refped  to  tl\e  fatigue  and  provifion  of  the  troops, 
;i-8  to  their  number,  and  the  pofts  which  it  was  firlt  nc- 
ceffary  to  occupy,  in  order  to  preferve  their  comraunica-  * 
tion;  and  that  his  palling  the  Delaware,  and  advancing 
to  Philadelphia,  when  he  afterwards  arrived  atTrenton, 
was  utterly  impradicable,  from  the  total  want  of  boats 
and  all  other  neceffaries  for  that  purpofe : — That  the 
going  by  fea  to  Philadelphia,  was  the  molt  eligible,  if 
hot  the  only  method  which  could  have  been  adopted  for 
the  reduAipn  of  Pennfylvania,  and  that  the  Cheafapeak 
was  a  more  eligible  paffage  than  the  Delaware : — That 
from  the  flrength  of  the  Highlands,  and  other  circum- 
Aances,  the  attempt  of  going  up  the  North  River  to  Al- 
bany, while  Waihington  was  at  hand  with  a  Itrong  ar- 
my to  profit  of  all  the  advantages  which  it  muft  afford, 
would  have  been  difficult,  dangerous,  and  found  imprac- 
ticable in  the  event  y  and  that  the  drawing  of  General 
Wafhington  and  his  army  near  300  miles  from  the 
North  River,  to  the  defence  of  Pennfylvania,  was  the 
molt  efFe^ual  diverfion  that  could  have  been  made  ia 
favour  of  the  northern  army ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
held  out  the  greateft  probability,  that  the  defire  of  pro- 
teding  Philadelphia  would  have  induced  him  to  hazard 
a  geueral  adion  ;  an  event  fo  long  and  earneftly  defir- 
ed  as  the  only  method  of  bringing  the  war  to  a  fpcedy 
conclulion,  and  which  could  not  be  obtained  by  any 
other  method. 

Thus  were  the  charges  which  had  been  made  againft 
the  condu(^  of  the  American  commanders  repelled.  Ge- 
neral Howe  had  already  endeavoured,  in  his  narrative, 
as  wellasin  feveral  fpeecheshe  had  made  on  thefubjeft, 
to  eltabliHi  it  as  dii  undeniable  fa<^,  and  demonftrably 
to  prove  from  the  correfpondence  before  them,  that  he 
had  conltantly  ftated  to  the  American  minifter  the  great 
difficulty  and  imprafticablc  nature  of  the  war,  with  the 
utter  impofiibility  of  fubjugaring  the  continent  with  the 
force  under  his  command:  That  he  had  accordingly  ac- 
companied the  plans  for  the  operations  of  the  campaign 
of  1777,  ^^*^^  *  requeft  in  one  inftance  of  being  rcrn- 
forced  by  20,000,  and  in  another  by  i5,ooQ  men; 
ftronely  arguing,  that  nothing  lefs  could  effeftually  aa-? 
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fvrcr  the  purpofe  bf  bringing  the  war  to  a  fpccdy  con-  CHAP, 
clufion.  Oa  the  other  hand,  the  minifter  did  not  feera  ^^^" 
to  credit  that  the  difficulties  were  fo  great  as  they  had  ^^^ 
been  reprefented,  nor  that  fuch  an  additional  force  was 
required ;  placing  a  vain  confidence  in  the  loyalty  of 
the  Pennfylvanians;  for  which  reafon  he  had  promifed 
only  about  half  the  number  ftated  in  the  fecond  requifi- 
tion,  and  of  thofe  not  a  fifth  part  was  fent ;  nor  did 
they  arrive  until  the  feafon  was  fo  far  advanced,  that 
;hey  could  be  of  no  fervice  as  to  the  original  purpofes 
of  the  campaign.  He  like  wife  Itated,  and  fupported 
from  the  fame  authority,  that  fo  far  from  any  concert  or  . 
co-operation  being  intended  or  propofed  between  him 
and  the  northern  army,  that  that  expedition  had  never 
even  been  cafually  mentioned  in  any  of  the  difcurtions 
relative  to  the  plans  of  the  future  caippaign  which  had 
paSed  between  him  and  the  miniver :  That  the  fv^H 
knowledge  he  had  of  that  defign,  and  which  induced 
him  to  write  a  letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  upon  the  fubr 
jed,  was  merely  from  public  report ;  and  that  the  firft 
indmation  he  received  from  the  miniiler  that  the  Imall- 
eft  fupport  would  be  expefted  from  him  in  favour  of  the 
Canada  expedition,  was  by  a  letter  received  in  the  mid- 
dle of  Auguft  1777  in  the  Chefapeak,  when  his  meafures 
were  already  taken  in  confequence  of  the  plan  he  had 
fettled  With  the  American  minifter,  and  when  it  would 
have  been  too  late  to  recede ;  and  even  that  letter  ex- 
preiled  np  more  than  a  confident  hope  that  he  ihould 
return  foon  enough  from  the  fouthward  to  concur  in 
the  further  operations  of  the  northern  army. 

As  nothing  could  be  more  galling  to  thofe  in  office 
than  a  narrative  of  this  kind,  which  went  dire^ly  to 
charge  them  with  the  mifcarriage  of  the  war,  if  not  di- 
re^ly  to  criminate  them,  it  was  thought  proper  to  deny 
the  truth  of  it  altogether,  by  fetting  up  counter  evi- 
dence, which,  befides  the  dire^^  contradidion  given  by 
it  to  the  narrative  juft  mentioned,  would,  by  the  length 
of  time  taken  to  examine  the  witneifes,  weary  out  the 
patience  of  Parliament,  fo  that  the  purpofe  of  miniftry 
would  be  as  cfFedlually  gained  as  if  the  inquiry  had  been 
originally  prevented.  In  fupport  of  this,  it  was  advan- 
ced, that  ex  parte  evidence  had  been  received,  relative 
to  matters  of  faft  and  of  opinion,  to  military  manoeuvres, 
to  the  propriety  of  plans,  and  the  execution  of  them ; 
and  that  this  had  been  principally  direfted  to  the  laying 
of  charges  againft  the  minifters,  particularly  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  American  department.  It  was 
tkcrcfore  neceflary,  fair,  and  equitable,  that  witnefiea 
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CHAP,  fliould  be  examined  on  the  other  fide,  and  evidence  re- 
^^^*  ceived  in  regard  to  thefe  points,  and  to  fet  afide  thofc 
charges.  The  minilter,  however,  declared,  that  his 
main  objeft  in  calling  witneffes,  was  to  refcue  the  brave, 
•  JoyaJ,  and  meritorious  fufFerers  in  America,  from  the 
unjuft  general  imputation  or  cenfure  thrown  upon  them 
by  one  part  of  the  prefent  evidence,  which  declared  the 
Americans  to  be  alm<^  unanimous  in  their  refiftance 
againft  the  claims  of  Britain. 

The  Oppofition,  however,  condemned,  as  extremely 
unfair  and  irregular,  a  propofal  to  bring  forward  at  the 
tail  of  an  inquiry,  without  any  previous  notice,  and 
when  the  evidence  brought  forward  by  the  honourable 
general,  in  his  own  vindication,  was  nearly  clofed,  new 
witneffes  to  ftir  up  matter,  and  perhaps  charges  of 
which  he  knew  nothing,  and  for  which  he  could,  of 
confequence,  have  made  no  provifion  in  the  examina* 
tion  of  his  own.  It  was  likewife  mentioned  with  indig- 
nation, that  there  was  a  dclign  to  bring  up  American 
refugees,  pensioners,  and  cuftom-houfe  officers,  to  im- 
peach and  fet  afide  the  evidence  of  military  men  of  high 
rank,  and  of  great  profeffional  knowledge.  There  was 
an  abfurdity  alfo  in  allowing  them  to  prove,  that  the 
Americans,  /.  c,  themfdvcs^  whofe  places,  pcnfions,  and 
cxiftence,  depended  on  their  attachment,  were  exceed- 
ingly well-difpofed  to  acknowledge  and  fupport  the 
rights  and  claims  of  Great  Britain  over  the  colonies. 
The  power  of  miniftry,  however,  prevailed  over  thefe 
and  all  other  remonflrances ;  and,  under  the  idea  of 
promoting  a  full  and  general  inquiry  into  public  mat- 
ters, orders  were  iffued  for  the  attendance  of  General 
Robertfon,  General  Jones,  Colonel  Dixon,  and  Major 
Stanton  5  as  alfo,  for  that  of  John  Maxwell,  Jofeph 
Galloway,  Andrew  Allen,  John  Paterfon,  Theodore 
Morris,  and  Enoch  Story,  Efquires;  but  as  the  bring- 
Gencral  J"g  forward  of  this  counter-evidence,  neceffarily  occa- 
Burgoync  lioned  a  chafra  of  fome  days  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  com- 
^cmands  mjttee,  the  opportunity  was  eagerly  feized  by  General 
into  his  Burgoyne  to  claim  the  opportunity  of  vindicating  his 
foudua.  honour,  by  demanding  an  inquiry  into  his  own  conduft. 
Ever  lince  his  misfortune  at  Saratoga,  indeed,  that 
General  had  been  very  importunate  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  caufes  of  it,  as  well  as  into  every  thing  relative 
to  the  Canada  expedition..  His  fitiiation,  by  the  con- 
vention of  Saratoga,  had  however  been  laid  down  as 
an  infufferable  obiTacle  againft  the  gratification  of  his 
defire  in  that  refpeft.  His  continual  importunity  had' 
given  offence,  as  well  at  his  joining  with  Oppofition  in 
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condemniBg  the  condufl  of  miniftry.  For  this  reafon  C  H  a  P-. 
it  had  been  determined  to  remove  him  out  of  the  way  ;  ^^^' 
and,  on  pretence  that  his  prefence  vv;is  neceiTary  for  ^"Ttt^T^ 
the  good  of  the  troops  formerly  under  his  command  in 
America,  orders  had  been  fent  him  to  go  thither.  Se- 
veral letters  had  pa&d  between  him  and  the  miniilers 
on  that  occaUon,  which  correfpondence  had  terminated 
in  a  poiitive  refufal  on  the  part  of  the  general  to  le^ve 
this  country.  His  intereft,  however,  was  not  fuffici- 
ent  to  countera^  in  any  degree  the  power  of  thofe  who 
oppofed  him ;  fo  that  it  is  probable  he  would  have  re- 
mained in  the  moil  humiliating  circumitaoces  of  dil^ 
grace,  had  it  not  beeti  that  the  northern  expedition 
was  i'q  connected  in  its  confequences  with  the  opera- 
tions of  the  grand  army,  and  they  fo  materially  af- 
fe<fled  the  general  fortune  of  the  war,  that  they  could 
not  be  fep^rated  in  the  courfe  of  the  inquiry  concern- 
ing General  Howe's  conduft.  The  opportunity,  there^ 
fore,  was  eagerly  feized  of  bringing  forward  this  bufi- 
nefs,  for  which  the  interval  betwixt  the  examination 
of  Lord  Howe's  evidence^  and  that  brought  forward 
by  the  miniftry,  afforded  fufficient  leifure. 

By  this  time,  indeed,  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men 
were  awakened  into  fome  confideration  of  the  unhappy 
circumAances  under  which  this  general  was  compelled 
to  fubmit  to  fuch  intolerable  reproach,  without  a  po£> 
fibilicy  of  Vindicating  hi$  honour  or  chara^er  in  any 
manner  of  way.  All  parties,  therefore,  at  length 
feemed  to  commiferate  him,  when  he  threw  himfelf  on 
thejuftice,  and  claimed  the  protection  of  the  Houfe^ 
conjuring  them  that  they  would  give  him  an  opportu* 
nity,  by  entering  upon  his  defence,  to  redeem  his 
honour  and  character  from  that  obloquy  and  cenfure  fo 
publicly  and  licentioufly  beftowed  on  both.  The  argu- 
ment again(^  military  inquiries,  he  faid,  could  not  ap* 
ply  CO  him,  even  if  it  had  any  weight  in  itfelf,  as  he 
had  frequently  applied  for  a  court  martial,  and  had  as 
often  been  refufed  it.  This  appeared  fo  reafonable,  that 
it  was  agreed  toby  both  fides  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  even 
the  American  minifter  allowed  that  fuch  Arong  accufa- 
tions  had  been  recently  laid  againil  him,  that  he  was 
entitled  in  juiVice  to  be  heard  in  his  own  defence.  The 
20th  of  May  being  fixed  upon  for  entering  upon  the  in- 
quiry, the  following  officers  attended,  viz*  Sir  Guy  May  20. 
Carleton  ;  Earl  of  Balcarras  ;  Captain  Money,  ading 

Jaarter-mafter  general ;  Earl  of  Harrington  j  Major 
orbcs ;  Captain  Bloomficld  of  the  Artillery ;  and  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Kingftoo,  adjutant-general  i  all  of  whom^ 
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C  H  A  P.  Governor  Carleton  excepted,  were  prefent  during  the 
1.  y^Y'j  whole  campaign,  and  eminently  partook  of  the  diftrefles 

7j^  and  difafters  attending  the  northern  expedition. 
Exceed-  From  the  unanimous  teftimony  of  thefe  very  re- 
ingl^fai-  fpedtable  witnefles,  it  appeared,  that  General  Bur* 
^^J"*^^*^  goyne  pofTcfled  the  confidence  and  afFedtion  of  his 
making  army,  in  fo  extraordinary  a  degree,  that  no  lofs  or 
General  nusfortune  could  (hake  the  one,  nor  diih'eis  or  afflic- 
Burgoync-tion  weaken  the  other.  It  eitabliihcd  an  in  fiance, 
as  far  as  it -could  be  concluiive,  and  a  clofe  crofs-exa- 
mination  was  not  able  to  weaken  it,  perhaps  unequal!* 
ed  in  military  hiilory,  that  during  fo  long  and  con- 
tinued a  fcene  of  unceafing  fatigue,  hardfhip,  dan- 
ger, and  diihrefs,  finally  ending  in  general  ruin  and 
captivity,  not  a  tingle  voice  was  heard  through  the 
whole  army,  to  upbraid,  cenfure,  or  blame  the  ge- 
neral ;  and  that,  even  at  laft,  when  every  effort  was 
found  ineflFe^ual,  they  were  ftUl  willing  to  perifli 
along  with  him.  By  this  evidence,  alfo,  every  ceii- 
lure,  or  charge  which  had  been  laid  again fi  the  con- 
dudt  of  the  commander,  was  totally  overthrown  or 
removed ;  leaving  however,  the  quefiion  open, 
whether  the  general's  orders  for  proceeding  to  Al- 
bany were  peremptory  or  conditional ;  and  leaving 
likewlfe  fome  doubts  behind,  both  with  refpedl  to  the 
defign  and  mode  of  conducing  the  expedition,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Baume,  to  Bennington.  How- 
ever, it  particularly  detedled  two  falfehoods,  which, 
till  that  time,  had  been  in  full  credit ;  the  one,  that 
General  Philips,  with  afpecified  partof  the  army,  had 
offered,  at  the  time  of  the  convention,  to  force  his  way 
through  the  enemy  from  Saratoga  back  to  Ticonderago ; 
the  other,  that  the  late  gallant  General  Frazer  had  ex- 
prcffed  the  utmoft  difapprobation  of  the  meafure  of  paf- 
ling  Hudfon's  River.  The  witneffes,  on  the  contrary, 
were  ofopinion,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  pafling  of 
that  river,  and  advancing  to  fight  the  enemy,  could 
have  fatisfied  the  army,  or  preferved  the  general's  cha- 
rafter  with  it;  and  that  even  after  all  the  misfortunes, 
thathad  happened,  it  wasftill  univerfally  conlidered  as 
a  matter  of  ablblutc  neceflity,  and  to  have  done  other- 
wife  would  have  been  accounted  an  unpardonable  fail- 
ure. Their  teftimony  went  likewife  to  the  total  fub- 
verlion  of  that  injurious  report,  relative  to  the  fuppofed 
natural  deficiency  of  fpirit  which  was  atti'ibuted  to  the 
Americans.  On  the  contrary,  they  declared  freely, 
that  tl^e  Americans  ihewed  a  refolution,  perfeverance, 
and  even  obftlnacy  in  afllon,  which  rendered  them  by 
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-  no  means  unworthy  of  a  conteft  with  the  brave  troops  chap. 
who  oppofed  them.  "  Wriccen  evidence  was  alfo  produ-  \^^^\t 
ced  and  fupported,  that  the  number  of  the  rebel  army,  ^^C^ 
at  the  time  of  the  fmrrender,  amounted  to  19,000  raen^ 
of  which  13  or  14^000  were  men  aAually  carrying  nml- 
quets. 

The  examination  of  General  Burgoyne*s  witncfles  Evidence 
was  followed  by  the  counter-evidence  of  the  American  of  General 
minifter,  againft  that  brought  by  Lord  and  Sir  William  f„''j'^^'*''° 
Howe.      None  of  the  witneffes  already    mentioned,  Galloway 
however,  were  examined,  excepting  General  Robert-  againft 
Ton  and  Mr  Galloway.     The  latter  had  been  an  Ameri-  ^®^^m"^ 
can  lawyer,  and  a  member  of  the  firit  Congrefs  ;  and  ijam 
was  one  of  thofe  that  had  come  over  to  Sir  William  Howe, 
Howe  at  the  time  when  the  rebel  caufe  feemed  nearly 
ruined.     The  general  had  inimediately  afforded  him  ,a 
liberal  provifion,  in  expedtation  of  his  future  fervices, 
in  which,  however,  he  had  been  difappolnted.     He  had 
beddes,  advanced  him  to  feveral  lucrative  as  well  as 
honourable  civil  employments.  \ 

The  tendency  of  this  new  evidence  was,  in  general, 
to  overthrow  that  which  had  been  already  given  in 
favour  of  the  two  commanders.  The  general  (Robert- 
fon)  rated  the  numbec:  of  thofe  who  were  well  afFeded 
to  the  Britiih  Government  at  three-fourths,  and  Mr 
Galloway  at  four-iifths  of  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the 
continent.  They  faid.  That  if  a  proper  ufe  had  been 
made  of  this  favourable  difpofition  of  the  multitude,  it 
might  have  been  dircdled  to  fuch  effential  purpofes  as 
woiJd  have  brought  the  war  to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  con- 
clufion — That  the  force  fent  out  from  this  country  was 
folly  fulficient  to  have  reduced  the  rebellious  colonies 
— That  the  country  of  America  was  not  in  its  nature 
particularly  ftrong,  much  lefs  impradicable,  with  ref- 
ped  to  military  operations — That  tTie  face  of  a  country 
being  covered  with  wood  afforded  no  impediment  to  the 
march  of  an  army  in  as  many  columns  as  they  pleafed— r 
That  the  Britiih  troops  pollefled  a  greater  fuperbrity 
over  the  Americans  in  their  own  favourite  mode  of  ^ 
buih-fighting,  and  the  detached  fervice  in  woods,  than 
in  any  other  whatever — That  armies  might  carry  19 
days  pro  villous  on  their  backs,  a-nd  confequently  need 
not  be  deterred  from  the  undertaking  of  expeditions, 
through  the  want  of  thofe  means  which  have  been  hi^ 
therto  reckoned  indifpenfible,  &c. 

On  this,  Oppofition  from  time  to  time  remarked, 
that  the  greater  part  of  thofe  gentlemens'  teilimoi^y  was 

Vol,  VI.  ? 
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C  H  A  P.  founded  upon  hearfay  intelligence,  and  violent  affer- 
^^^*  tions  of  fads,  not  only  unfiippor ted  by  collateral  evi- 
dence, but  what  fcarce  any  body  could  believe.  It  was 
alfo  remarked,  that  the  only  officer  produced  had  been 
very  little,  if  at  all,  out  of  our  garrifons,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  was  therefore 'little 
qualified,  either  to  give  fatisfa(5tory  information  rela- 
tive to  the  difpofiiion  of  the  people  with  whom  he  was 
fo  little  converfant,  or  to  give  a  critical  opinion  of  milir 
tary  meafures  which  he  had  never  feen.  With  regard 
to  Mr  Galloway,  they  faid,  that  it  was  very  fingular^ 
that  though  bred  a  lawyer,  and  habituated  to  bufineft, 
he  could  Icarcely  be  brought  to  recolleft  any  part  of  his 
own  conduft  in  the  moll  trying,  fignal,  and  pofilbly 
dangerous  fituation  of  his  life,  and  the  mod  confpicuous 
fphere  of  adion  to  which  he  had  ever  been  exalted, 
namely  when  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congrefs  ;  and 
yet,  that  the  fame  perfon,  a  total  ftranger  to  the  pro- 
feilion,  and  only  flying  for  refuge  to  the  Britifh  army, 
fbould  all  at  once  acquire  an  accuracy  in  military  details, 
and  the  complicated  bulinefs  of  a  camp,  which  could 
fcarcely  be  expelled  from. a  quarter-mafter-general  j 
and  as  fuddenly  become  pofTefTed,  along  with  the  ml* 
nutix,  of  that  nice  difcernment  and  critical  judgment  in 
the  general  conduct  and  all  the  great  operations  of  war, 
which  the  oldeft  and  moil  experienced  commanders  do 
not  of«:en  pretend  to. 

The  examination  of  thefe  two  witnefTes  was  fpun  out, 
by  the  intervention  of  other  bufinefs,  to  the  end  of 
June.  In  the  mean  time,  as  it  was  uncertain  what 
farther  evidence  might  be  called  on  that  fide,  and  the 
fefTion  being  fo  near  a  conclulion,  Sir  William  Howe 
requefted,  that,  in  confequencc  of  the  attack  made 
upon  his  charaiTter  in  the  evidence  of  Mr  Galloway,  a 
day  might  be  appointed  on  which  he  fhould  bring  wit- 
neffes  to  controvert  and  difprove  thofe  parts  of  it  by 
which  he  was  mofl  materially  afFeded.  This  the  mi- 
niiters  refufed,  and  even  the  Oppofition  fieemed  tired  of 
the  bufinefs.     The  committee,  however,  was  refumed 

Juac  29»  on  the  29th  of  June;  but  an  advantage  being  taken  of 
fome  little  delay,  (laid  to  be  not  above  a  quarter  of  an 
hour)  in  Sir  WiUiam  Howe's  not  being  immediately 
prefcnt  for  the  crofs-examination  of  the  witnefs,  the 
Committee  was  fuddenly  difTolved,  without  coming  to  a 
fingle  refoluiion  upon  any  part  of  the  bufinefs. 

While  the  Houle  of  Commons  were  thus  taken  up 
with  matters  tending  cither  dir^'i^ly  or  indire^ly  to 
criminate  the  miniflry,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  found  em- 
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ployment  in  fooiethmg  of  a  fimilar  nature.    The  Firft  C  H  A  P, 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had  become  exceedingly  obnoxi-  c^^^^ 
ous  to  the  members  in  oppofition.     A  motion  had  been     jtC^ 
made,  as  we  have  already  feen,  in  the  Houie  of  Com- 
mons^ for  the  removal  of  this  nobleman  from  the  coun- 
cils of  his  Majefty ;  and  about  the  fame  time  an  inquiry 
was  inftituted  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  Earl  of  Bril-  Earl  of 
tol,  into  the  ttate  of  the  navy,  and  the  conduct  of  the  BHaoi's 
Adnuraity.     This  inquiry  went,  in  the  firlt  place,  to  rcrclaing." 
the  crimination,  and,  in  the  fecond,  to  the  removal  of  thcft.uettf 
Lord  Sandwich  from  his  employments.     He  was  fup-  the  navy. 
ported  by   the  Dukes  of  Bolton  and  Richmond',  and  '^P"^  ^^' 
fome  others  of  the  mod  diflinguiihed  lords  in  oppoiirion* 
In  this  inquiry  the  earl  difplayed  confummate  induflry, 
patience,    and  conftancy,  though  linking  at  the  time 
under  the  preiTure  of  excruciating  difeafes  ;  fo  that  his 
condu^,  whether  right  or  wrong,  could  not  be  attri- 
^ted,  even  by  the  moft  malevolent  critics,  to  any  other 
motive  than  that  of  pure  love  to  his  country.     By  rea- 
Ibn  of  his  bad  ftate  of  health,  however,  rhe  commence- 
ment of  the  buiinefs  was  delayed  from  the  19th  of  Fe- 
bruary to  the  23d  of  April.  The  great  point  principally 
laboured  by  the  Earl  of  Briftol  was,  that  about  feven 
millions  more  money  had  been  allotted  for  the  fupport 
and  increafeof  our  navy  during  the  laft  feven  years  than 
in  any  former  period ;  and  that  during  that  time  the  de- 
cfeafe  and  decline  of  the  navy  had  been  in  an  inverfe  ra- 
tio to  the  excefs  of  expenditure.  Lord  Sandwich,  how- 
ever, defended  himfelf  with  great  ability  ;  but  though 
he  aflerted   his  innocence  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and 
cxpreffed  the  utmoR  pleafure  in  the  confcioulnefs  of  it, 
he  denied  that  he  was  perfonally  refponfible  for  the 
ftate  of  the  navy,  except  in  a  conjunftion  with  the  other 
cabinet  counfellors.     With  refpeft  to  other  matters, 
he  flatly   contradifted   every   thing  which  had  been 
did,  either  with  regard  to  the  pail  or  prefcut  ftate  of 
our  naval  affairs,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  thofe  of 
France  and  Spain.      Some  of  the  particular  charges 
were  contradided  in  the  fame  manner.     It  had  been 
urged  by  the  noble  eari,  that  the  want  of  ftores  iil 
Admiral  Keppel's  fleet,  while  under  failing  orders  for 
the  immediate  protedion  of  the  country,  was  intoler- 
able }  fome  of  the  fhips  having  been  entirely  ftrippcd  of 
their  cordage  and  running  rigging  in  order  to  iupply 
Admiral  Byron's  fquadron  ;  and  that   when  Admiral 
Keppel  had  returned  to  port  after  the  aftionof  the  27th 
erf  July,  they  were  detained  feveral  days  for  want  of 
mafts^and  other  efl»tial  articles.    The  mlniAer^.  how'^ 


pita 


io8  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  ever,  infifted,  that  ihe  abundance  of  ftores  in  the  docks 
^^^*    and  yards  was  fo  great,  that  the  warehoufes  and  re- 
^^^^""^  ceptacles   were  not   capable  of  containing  them  j  the 
*^'^'     ftock  of  hemp  particularly  being  fo  great,  that  the  ad- 
miralty found  a  necelfity   of  obliging  the  artificers  to 
take  fome  of  it  off  their  hands. 
Thi  two        The  motion  was  rcjeded  by  a  majority  of  two   to 
Raval       one,  the  numbers  being  78  to  39.     In  this  debate  the 
Brothers    two  royal  dukes  (Gloucefter  and  Cumberland)   voted 

▼ole  with       .it'..^»  /I  ji_ij 

the  mi-      With  the  mmority.     A  proteit  was  entered  by  25  lords; 

nority,      but   the  Earl   of  Briltoi  not   thinking  it  futiiciently 

ftrong,  entered  a  feparate  one  of  fome  length,  which 

was  almoft  the  laft  aft  of  his  public  exertion  ;  his  death 

foon  after  putting  an  end  to  all  oppofition  to  miniftiy 

on  his  part. 

PcUatcon      The  work  of  reformation  was  now  left  to  the  Duke 

pagcment  of  Richmond,  whofe  firftftepwas  to  inftitute  an  inquiry, 

of  Green-  Bot  indeed  of  fuch  national  importance,  but  the  event  of 

ivich  Hofr  which,  however,  ihewed  how  firmly   determined  the 

^imc'i.      n^i"*^^ry  were  againft  the  reformation   of  any  abule, 

whether  great  or  fmall.     This  new  inquiry  refpeded 

the  conduft  and  management  of  Greenwich  Hoipital  5 

which  tending  virtually  to  the  cenfure  of  the  Admiralty 

Board,  was  accordingly  taken  up  by  Lord  Sandwich  as 

an   accufation  againft  himfelf.     This  motion  was  rejec- 

.ted  by  67  to  25  ;  at  which  the  minority  Lords  were  fo 

enraged,  that  they  inftantly  quitted  the  Houfe. 

Thefe  debates  on  domeltic  affairs  were  interrupted 
On  the  by  the  announcement  of  the  Spanilh  manifefto  declaring 
mTi'iHlo  war  againft  Britain,  and  which  was  introduced  by  a 
Tun^  17- '  royal  meffage,  June  17,  1779.  As  this  event  had  been 
repeatedly  foretold  by  the  minority,  and  all  along 
'  treated  with  contempt  by  the  miniftry,  it  is  not  to  be 
fuppofed  but  the  verification  of  thefe  predictions  would 
now  bring  out  the  moft  feverc  reproaches  on  thofe  who 
had  defpiVed  them, — They  were  indeed  reminded  with 
great  fev<3rity  of  their  obftinacy,  blindnefs,  and  ab- 
iurdity  ;  of  the  contempt  with  which  they  had  treated 
every  warning  of  danger,  with  the  triumph  which  they 
bad  conftantly  expreffed  at  the  folly  and  ignorance  of 
the  members  in  Oppofition  for  entertaining  fuch  ideas, 
8pain,  faid  the  miniftry,  could  have  no  intereft  in  join- 
ing our  enemies  j  They  had  colonies  of  their  own,  and 
would  never  fct  fuch  a  bad  example  to  them,  as  to 
ftlfift  our  rebellious  colonifts.  Nay,  thofe  miniftcrs, 
whofe  conduft  daily  (hewed  them  to  be  incapable  of 
niaqaging  their  own  affairs  with  any  degree  of  proprie- 
ty»  h^d  the  msKchUfi(  ef&oatery  of  fetting  themfelve$ 
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up  as  ftatefmen  and  politicans  for  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  chap, 
and  of  knowing  the  interefts.  of  France  and  Spain  better     '^^^^ 
than  they  did  themfelves.  '"^mpT^ 

All  thefe  heavy  charges,  however,  were  difregard- 
ed.  A  refolution  was  taken  to  oppofe  this  new  enemy 
aswjellasthe  others,  and  at  the  fame  time  never  to 
fubmit  to  the  idea  of  American  independence. — Asq^^^^ 
the  national  danger  was  now  undeniably  very  great,  mcnting 
it  was  propofed  by  the  miniller  to  increafc  the^^^**"™- 
militia  to  double  its  number  at  that  time.  To  this  }|^^j^®^  "**' 
tbe  Oppofition  confenied  ;  though  at  the  fame  time 
they  conlidered  it  as  probably  imprafticable,  or  even 
dangerous,  from  the  appreheirfions  they  had  of  its  be- 
ing violently  oppofed  by  the  people  at  large  ;  and  that, 
along  with  feveral  other  caufes  of  objedion,  it  would  in 
its  effeft  go  to  the  annihilation  of  the  regular  or  landing 
army,  in  cutting  off  its  ufual  and  only  means  of  fup- 
ply  from  the  recruiting  fervice.  But  though  they  con- 
curred thus  far,  they  declared  themfelves  totally  difla- 
tisiied  with  the  wifdom  or  propriety  of  the  meafure. 
'The  railing  of  new  regiments  appeared  to  them  to  be 
vaftly  preferable;  and  they  feverely  reproved mjnifters 
for  the  continuance  of  that  wretched  fyftem  of  policy 
which  had  hitherto  led  them  to  reject  with  indifference, 
and  even  contempt,  the  liberal  and  patriotic  offers  made 
by  feveral  of  the  peers  in  Oppofition  for  railing  regi- 
ments at  their  private  expence  for  the  defence  of  their 
country.  But  that  narrow  prediliftion  in  favour  of  men 
of  a  certain  defcription,  and  particularly  of  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  ifland,  was  ftill  predominant,  and  would 
continue  while  there  was  any  thing  either  to  beftow  or 
to  lofe ;  and  thus  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  the  Earl  of 
Derby,  and  others  of  the  oldeft  Engliih  nobility,  and 
fupporters  of  the  throne  and  copftitution,  met  with  in- 
difference or  infult  in  their  generous  offers  for  the  fer- 
vice and  prefervation  of  their  country,  in  this  feafon 
of  the  greateft  peril  which  Jhe  had  ever  known.  It  was 
obferved,  with  great  acrimony,  on  this  occafion,  that 
all  thefe  generous  and  difinterefted  offers  came  from 
fuch  as  minillry  had  ftigmatized  with  the  title  of  lead- 
ers or  partizans  of  faftion,  and  who  were  conftantly  re- 
prefented  as  enemies  to  government;  whillt  not  one  of 
thofc  who  had  grown  rich  in  her  fpoils,  or  great  in  her 
ruin,  whether  miniders,  contraftors,  court  favourites, 
or  Kmg^sfrtsnds^  had  offered  to  raife  a  fmgle  man,  or 
to  expend  a  {hilling  in  its  defence. 

As  the  minister  did  not  profefs  any  attachment  to  this 
particular  mode  of  defence^  a  great  variety  of  amend- 
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c  II  A  p.  ments  were  propoTed.    The  only  one  of  any  confc^ 
,J^^^^  quence,  however,  which  was  carried  through,  was  for 
the  railing  of  volunteer  companies,  which  were  to  be 
attached  to  the  militia  regiments  of  the  county  or  dif- 
trift  to  which  they  belonged ;  and  for  thb  purpofe  the 
lord-lieutenants  of  counties  were  empowered  to  grant 
couimiflions  to  officers,  as  high  as  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men  they  were 
able  to  procure.    But  when  the  Committee  had  &t  on 
this  fubjeft  till  mid-night,  the  Houfe  was  no  fooner  re^ 
fumed,  than  they  were  furprifed  by  the  introdudion  of 
Ont^cfur.^  new  bill  of  another  nature.     This  was  to  take  away, 
pcnfion  of  for  a  limited  time,  the  legal  exemptions  from  being 
the  HcU>ejs  preffed  on  board  the  navy,  which  feveral  defcriptions 
Tuuc  21^^'  of  men  and  apprentices  belonging  to  the  fea,  or  in  fome 
degree  to  maritime  affairs,  had  hitherto  enjoyed ;  and 
alio  for  fufpending,  for  a  time,  the  right  of  fuing  out 
a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus j  for  fuch  breaches  of  thefe  ex- 
emptions as  had  already  taken  place  from  the  17th  of 
that  month,  or  as  might  flill  take  place  before  the  final 
ratification  of  the  bill. 

Such  an  extraordinary  propofal,  militating  fo  fhrongly 
againft  the  liberty  and  fecurity  of  the  fubjed,  was  fe- 
verely  cenfured.  The  manner  of  bringing  it  forward 
indeed,  at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  in  a  very  thin  Houfe, 
became  a  fubjed  of  complaint  even  more  than  the  pro- 
pofiil  itfelf,  which  was  likewife  condemned  upon  many 
accounts,  but  particularly  for  being  a  breach  of  faith 
between  the  legiflatiu*e  and  the  people,  which  fhould 
ever  be  held  moft  facred.  All  this,  however,  was  juf- 
tified  on  the  plea  of  neceffity  ;  and  the  time  of  bring- 
ing it  in  was  faid  to  be  chofen  on  purpofe  for  the  great- 
er fecrecy  and  difpatch,  and  to  prevent  the  effed  of  the 
bill  from  being  defeated  by  the  knowledge  of  its  defign, 
which  the  publicprints  would  have  fpread  through  the 
whole  nation.  1  he  meafure  itfelf  was  juflified  upon 
the  ground  already  mentioned,  and  the  prbpofer  re- 
marked, that  he  could  not  avoid  being  aftoniihed  at  the 
horror  which  was  now  cxppefTed  with  rcfpcft  to  com- 
puHion,  when  they  were  but  newly  rifen  from  a  Com-* 
mittee  wherein  they  bad  been  for  ten  hours  engaged  in 
framing  a  compulfive  law  whereby  arms  would  be  forc- 
ed into  the  hands  of  30,000  men  whether  they  would 
^,.,. .  .  .„  or  noti 

J^idcVVd  The  militia  bill,  like  all  others  propofed  by  mini- 
infignifi.  ftry,  was.eafily  carried  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
cant  ill  the  but  in  that  of  the  Lords,  not  only  met  with  a  vigorous 
Lord*.^  ©ppofition  from  the  adverfe  party ^  but  was  even  much 
June  30.   more  Goolly  received  by  the  minUters  themfelves  than 
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■iiglit  have  been  expeftcd.    Neither  were  the  lords  C  hap. 
lieutenants  of  counties  in  general  at  all  fatisfied  with    ^^^* 
the  bill.     In  this  ftate  of  things,  the  quefVion  being  at  '^^TttoT' 
length  put,  Whether  the  claufe  empowering  his  Majefty 
to  order  the  militia  to  be  augmented  to  double  its  prefenc 
number,  fhould  ftand  as  part  of  the  bill  ? — it  was  carried 
in  the  negative  by  39  to  22.     In  this  debate  it  was  re- 
markable, that  the  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council,  and 
both  Secretaries  of  State,  voted  againft  the  compulfory 
principle  of  the  bill. 

Lord  North  could  not  conceal  his  chagrin,  nor  his 
diflatisfaftion  with  the  conduA  of  his  colleagues.  A 
»ew  queftion,  however,  now  arofe,  which  produced  a 
contiderable  debate :  for  the  militia  being  confidered 
by  feveral  members  as  a  money-bill,  they  infilled,  that 
no  amendment  of  the  Lords  could  be  admitted,  without 
a  furrender  of  their  moft  valuable  and  peculiar  privi- 
lege ;  for  which  reafon  the  bill  ought  now  to  be  totally 
rejefted.  But  the  minifter  confidering  that  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  incumbent  on  him  to  do  do  fomething  which 
might  at  leaft  have  the  appearance  of  regarding  the 
public  defence  and  fecurity,  determined  in  the  prefent 
inftance  to  overlook  the  point  of  privilege.  After  many 
ingenious  arguments  on  both  iides,  therefore,  the  bill 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  63  to  45. 

A  few  days  after,  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  took  Proroga- 
place,  and  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  expreffed  the  ut-  y^*^* 
moft  fatisfaftion  at  the  many  great  and  important  lervi-  •*"  ^  ^* 
ces  which  had  been  rendered  to  his  Majefty,  and  the 
nation  in  general,  during  fuch  a  long  fefllon. 

The  fliort  recefs  of  Parliament  from  July  3d  to  No-pjjH.v 
vember  25,  1779,  was  not  productive  of  any  piece  ofmcntmceti 
intelligence  which  might  give  encouragement  to  the  ^^^*  *^* 
nunilter  to  boaft  of  his  iuccefs.     On  the  contrary,  no- 
thing but  misfortune,  or  equivocal  fucceffes,  had  pre- 
faited  themfelves-     The  nation,  weary  of  the  length, 
and  doubtful  of  the  event  of  the  war,  had  become  more 
and  more  difcontented.     Oppolltion  had  increafed  in 
number ;  and,  confcious  of  the  augmentation  of  their 
ftrengch,  and  trufling  to  the  favour  and  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  people,  aflumed  a  higher  and  more  de- 
termined tone  than  they  had  hitherto  done.     In  the  de-  Debatcson 
bates  on  the  addrefs,  therefore,  they  did  not  now  con-  '^^  ad- 
fine  themfelves  to  the  examination  and  cenfure  of  re-  Ma\;(u"* 
cer*t  meafureSy  the  condud  of  the  war,  or  even  the  be- 
haviour  of  the  prefent  minifters.     They  took  a  compre- 
henfivc  view   of  the  general  adminiltration  of  affairs 
4uring  the  greater  part  of  the  prefent  reign.    Hence 
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CHAP,  they  inlifted,  that  the  caufe  of  all  our  misfortunes,  and 
v^ -'  J  of  tJiat  extraordinary  change  which  had  taken  place 
^^^^  during  the  laft  feventeen  years,  proceeded  from  a  new, 
infidious,  and  mod  pernicious  fyftem  of  government ; 
a  fyllem  calculated  to  deftroy  all  principle,  and  to  dit 
folve  all  the  bands  of  opinion  which  unite  mankind ;  a 
fyftem  which  had  unhappily,  in  a  great  meafure,  alrea- 
dy fubverted  the  national  honour  and  character,  and 
which  tended  ultimately  to  the  diffolution  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  if  not  of  the  government  of  this  country.  This 
fatal  fyftem,  they  faid,  had  fpread  its  baleful  influence 
through  the  army,  navy,  fenate,  and  every  depart- 
ment of  ftate  and  people,  and  as  its  grand  and  leading 
principles  of  adlion  were  con-uption,  the  deftruAion  of 
character,  with  that  wretched  and  abominable  princi- 
ple of  policy  to  govern  the  kingdom  by  creating  divifi- 
ons  in  it,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  its  pro- 
grefs  ihould  be  every  where  marked  by  the  confuuon, 
ruin,  and  difcord  it  produced  ;  by  the  difgrace  which 
it  brought  upon  our  arms^  the  contempt,  ridicule,  or 
execration  of  mankind  which  it  had  drawn  upon  our 
public  counfels,  and  by  that  Htter  fpirit  of  contention 
and  animofity  which  it  had  generated  even  in  parlia- 
ment. 

In  defcending  to  particulars,  the  powers  of  language 
were  in  a  manner  exhaufted,  while  they  fet  forth 
the  deplorable  fituation  of  the  nation,  owing  to 
the  fyftem  already  mentioned.  Thofc  officers,  they 
faid,  civil  and  military,  who  were  by  their  merit  placed 
highcft  in  the  confidence  and  efteem  of  their  country, 
were  the  marked  objects  of  it.  Our  great  naval  and 
military  commanders  were  driven  from  the  fervice ; 
and,  in  the  moment  of  difficulty  and  danger,  the  (late 
was  robbed  of  its  beft  and  fureft  defence.  Thus^  our 
fleets  and  armies  were  either  languiihing  in  difcontent, 
or  torn  to  pieces  by  diffention,  and  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prife  funk  under  the  benumbing  con  virion,  that  what- 
ever honour  or  advantage  might  be  atchieved  by  brave 
and  hardy  fervice  abroad,  muft  inevitably  periih  under 
the  fatal  and  malignant  influence  which  prevailed  at 
home. 

The  general  terror  which  the  parade  of  the  com- 
bined fleets  of  France  and  Spain  in  the  Channel  had 
this  year  occafioned  throughout  the  fouthern  coafts  of 
England,  added  frefli  fuel  to  the  flame.  It  was  re- 
ferved,  (aid  the  opponents  of  miniftry,  for  the  prefent 
inaufpicious  and  dilgraceful  aera,  for  the  adminiftration 
of  thofe  men  who  had  fevered  the  one  part  of  the  em« 
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pire  fhnU  the  other^  and  who  had  plunged  the  nation  chap. 
in  all  the  guilt  and  calamity  of  a  cruel  and  unextin-     ^^^' ' 
gui/habie  civil  war^  to  brand  this  country  with  the  in-  '^^I^C*' 
delible  difgrace  of  the  preceding  fuaimer^  to  exhibit  the 
unchought  of  and  unheard  of  fpedacle,  of  a  Britifh  fleet 
flying,  in  fight  of  their  own  coaft,  before  that  of  Bour- 
bon. . 

Betides  this  grand  article  of.  accufation^  the  negledt 
of  the  illand  of  Jerfey  afforded  another,  very  little  in- 
ferior. Through  the  want,  they  faidj  of  two  or  three 
frigates  of  that  fmall  marine  force  which  would  have 
been  then  fufficient  to  repel  the  defultory  attempts  to 
be  expeded  from  St  Maloes,  AdmiraJ  Arbuthnot,  in 
his  laudible  zeal  for  the  relief  or  recovery  of  the  ifland^ 
was  obliged  to  abandon  his  convoy,  and  to  defer  his 
voyage  to  New  York.  By  that  means  a  fleet  of  300 
merchantmen  and  tranfports  were  expofed  to  the  dan- 
ger of  the  Tea  and  the  enemy  in  the  open  road  of  Tor- 
bay  $  the  trade  was  detained  a  full  month  at  home,  and 
fulFered  at  leaft  an  equal  delay  on  the  voyage,  to  the 
fanmenfe  lofs  and  expence  of  the  merchant ;  and  the 
reinforcements  for  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  which,  to  an« 
fwer  any  effedual  purpofe,  fhould  have  been  landed  at 
New  York  before  the  time  of  their  departure  from  Eng- 
land, did  not  reach  the  continent  of  America  uatU  the 
end  of  Auguft,  when  the  feafpn  for  aftion  was  nearly 
over,  and  the  troops  had  fuffered  fo  much  from  the 
unufual  length  of  their  confinement  on  fhip-board,  that 
they  were  incapable  of  any  immediate  fervice.  Thus, 
faid  they,  were  all  the  views  and  hopes  of  the  campaign 
fniArated  in  the  outfet,  and  thus,  year  after  year,  was 
the  blood  and  treafure  of  the  nation  confumed,  and  its 
ftrength  exhaufted  in  that  fatal  conteft,  while  the  une- 
qualled mifcondud  prevailing  at  home,  rendered  all  the 
exertions  of  valour  and  ability  fruitlefs,  and  infured  the 
ill  fuccefs  which  followed. 

The  vaft  military  force  kept  on  foot  within  the  king- 
dom afforded  alfo  an  ample  topic  of  difculQon.  This,  in- 
cluding the  militia,  and  the  various  corps  of  new-raifed 
troops,  amounted,  as  they  faid,  to  more  than  100,000 
men.  Yet  this  vaft  force,  which,  under  former  wife 
and  happy  adminiftrations^  would  have  conveyed  terror 
and  deltruAion  to  our  enemies,  and  endangered  even 
their  moft  remote  pofTeflTions,  w  as  kept  fupine  and  idle  at 
borne.  Nothing  could  more  clearly  point  out  the  atro- 
dous  defigns,  or  t)ie  confummate  folly  of  adminiftration. 
It  was  either  intended^  that  this  prodigious  force  fhould 
a&  againft  the  people,  or  it  was  altogether  unnecefTary. ' 

Vol.  VI.  ^ 
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C  H  A  p.  If  we  had  no  fleet,  it  was  more  than  fufficient  for  inter- 
v^L'  M  "*^  defence  $  if  we  had  a  fleet,  and  could  truft  to  it, 
we  had  no  occafion  for  fo  vaft  a  land  force. 

Nor  was  the  internal  government  of  our  military 
force  lefs  animadverted  upon.  The  new-adopted  fyflem 
of  modelling  the  army  was  condemned  in  the  Arongefl 
terms,  and  reprefented  as  being  not  more  unjiiil  and 
fcandalous  in  the  practice,  than  ruinous  in  the  eifedt. 
The  honourable  fears  of  long  and  veteran  fervice,  were 
obliged  to  give  way  to  the  fuperior  intereft,  or  perhaps 
the  fecret  and  corrupt  influence  which  fupporced  the 
raw  fubaltem,  who  could  lay  no  claim  either  to  merit 
or  fervice.  Nor  did  the  evil,  however  ihameful  or 
glaring,  flop  there.  Men  totally  unacquainted  with 
military  affairs  were  called  from  the  civil  walks  of  life, 
and  fuddenly  appointed  to  the  command  of  regiments. 
Deiks,  counting-houfes,  and  public  offices  were  flripped 
of  their  ufeful  and  peaceable  occupiers,  to  fupply  a  new 
race  of  commanders  and  generals  for  our  armies*  Th^is 
were  officers  of  long  fervice  and  tried  honour  reduced 
to  the  bard  neceflity  of  either  abandoning  a  profeflion 
to  which  they  had  dedicated  their  fmall  fortunes,  their 
hopes,  and  Jives;  or  of  fubraitting  to  the  military  dif- 
grace  of  obeying  thofe  whom  they  had  been  acc\iftomed 
to  command,  and  of  receiving  orders  from  men  whole 
incapacity  and  ignorance  rendered  them  objeds  of  their 
fovereign  contempt.— Thus,  they  faid,  continual  mur- 
murings,  jealoufies,  and  difcontcnts  were  generated 
among  thofe  who  were  fighting  the  battles  of  their 
country. 

The  fame  condud,  they  faid,  which  had  prevailed  In 
Europe,  was  to  be  traced  in  every  pare  of  the  world. 
The  enemy  had,  at  one  fweep,  carried  away  every 
thing  that  was  Englifii,  through  the  whole  extent  of 
the  African  coafls.  The  dominion  of  the  fea  was  no 
lefs  efFeftually,  though  lefs  difgracefuUy,  lofl  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  than  in  the  narrow  feasand  the  Channel. 
Our  Weft  India  iflands  had  been  more  properly  deliver- 
ed up  to  the  enemy,  than  fubdued  by  him.  It  made  no 
difference  in  the  nature  of  things,  whether  our  polTelii- 
ons  were  furrendered  or  fold  by  a  public  or  private 
treaty  with  France,  or  whether  they  were  left  fo  nak- 
ed and  defencelefs,  that  the  enemy  iliould  have  nothing 
more  to  do  than  to  fend  garrifons  to  take  pofleflion  of 
them.  This,  they  iniifted,  was  the  cafe^  with  refped  to 
the  iflands  we  had  loft ;  and  thofe  that  remained,  they 
faid,  were  not  in  a  much  better  lituation.  Jamaica^ 
now  the  moft  valuable  of  our  colonies,  and  the  priucipaJ 
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fource  of  our  rematning  trade  and  wealth,  was  mod  CHAP, 
fliamefully  abandoned,  and  was  at  that  time  in  th-e  moft     ^^^' 
imminent  danger  of  being  totally  loft,  if  not  already  fo.    '  ' 

This  extraordinary  torrent  ot  accufation  and  invec-  ^ 
tive,  was  1ini(hed  by  a  declaration,  that  the  omiihons 
and  defers  which  produced  all  thefe  calamities,  went  fo 
tnuch  beyond  any  thing  which  could  be  allowed  for  iin-> 
potence  and  imperfeAion  of  mind,  that  they  feemed  un^ 
der a  neceffity  of  deriving  their  origin  from  direA  treach- 
ery. Final  ruin,  or  a  total  change  of  fyftem  and  of 
men,  was  now  tlie  alternative  to  which  we  were  redu- 
ced. All  the  means  of  national  prefervacion  which  now 
remained,  and  the  fenciments  of  every  intelligent  and  ' 
independent  man  in  England,  were  now  exprefled  in 
the  fhort  fentence,  "  New  counfels  and  new  counfel* 
lors !"  This  was  the  univerial  language  without  doors, 
and  of  thole  within  when  they  \vent  out. 

The  fpcech  itfelf  was,  as  ufual,  criticifed  in  the  feve- 
reft  manner.  It  held  forth,  that  though  the  deftgns  and 
attempts  of  our  enemies  to  invade  this  ifland  had  been 
hitherto  fruitrated,  they  ftill  menaced  us  with  great  ar- 
maments and  preparations;  but  it  was  trufted  we  were 
well  prepared  to  meet  every  attack,  and  to  repel  every 
infnlt.  His  Majefty  knew  the  charadter  of  his  brave 
people.  The  menaces  of  their  enemies,  and  the  ap- 
proach of  danger,  had  no  other  effeft  on  their  minds, 
than  to  animate  ^their  courage,  and  to  call  forth  that 
national  fpirit  which  had  fo  often  defeated  the  projefts 
of  ambition  and  injuftice I  and  which  had  enabled  the 
Britifh  fleets  and  armies  to  uphold  and  preferve  the  li- 
berties of  Europe  from  the  reftlefsand  encroaching  pow- 
er of  the  Houle  of  Bourbon.  Nothing,  however,  was 
iaid,  that,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  alluded  to  the  tranf- 
aftions  either  of  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies.  The  inevit- 
able great  and  heavy  expences  of  the  enfuing  year 
were  regretted  5  but  the  ufual  reliance  was  placed  on 
thc'wifdom  and  public  fpirit  of  th3  Commons  for  the 
Applies.  The  condaft  of  the  militia  was  mentioned 
with  approbation.  Thanks  were  returned  to  all  ranks 
^  loyal  fubjeds  who  had  ftood  forth  in  this  arduous 
coojunfture,  and  by  their  zeal,  influence,  and  perfon« 
al  fervice,  hid  given  confidence,  as  well  as  ftrength,  to 
the  national  defenoe.  The  fpeech  concluded,  by  de- 
claring a  firm  refdution  to  jM'ofecute  the  war  with  vi- 
goar,  and  to  make  every  exertion,  in  order  to  compel 
our  enemies  to  liften  to  equitable  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion. 
la  return  to  this  fpeach^  addrelTes  from  both  Houfes 
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C  H  A  P.  had  been  propofed,  asufual,  approving  of  evtry  part 
^^^'    of  it.    In  that  from  the  Honfe  of  Lords,  particularly, 

^'^I^T^  the  bleffmgs  enjoyed  under  die  prefent  government  had 
*  been  acknowledged,  which  produced  no  little  cenfure 
and  feverc  comment.  It  was  aflted,  Whether  that  rcf 
cognition  pf  public  happiaefs  was  founded  in  truth  ? 
Whether  it  was  not  rather  an  infult  to  Parliament,  wheu 
applied  to  the  minifters.  Was  there  a  lord  prefent  who 
could  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  congratulate  his 
Majefty  on  the  blefTmgs  enjoyed  under  his  government  ? 
A  majority  might  indeed  grant  a  vote,  but  they  would 
go  no  farther  I  they  could  neither  clofe  the  eyes,  nor 
warp  the  opinions  of  mankind.  For  themfelves,  how- 
ever, the  Oppofition  maintained,  that  no  motive  what* 
ever  fhould  induce  them  to  the  vain  and  fcandalous  at- 
tempt of  giving  a  fanftion  to  fo  grofs  a  fpecies  of  delu- 
lion  and  impofition,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  bleffing^ 
which  did  not  exiA,  and  a  recognition  of  the  merits  of 
government,  in  direft  contradi^ion  to  experience  and 

Amendments  were  propofed  in  th^  Houfe  of  Com* 
xnons  by  Lord  John  Cavendiih,  and  in  the  Houfe  of 
'  Lords  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham^    Both  were  to 

the  following  purpofe,  viz.  '♦  To  befeech  his  Majefty 
to  refleft  upon  the  extent  of  territory,  the  power, 
opulence,  reputation  abroad,  and  concord  at  home, 
which  diiUnguiftied  the  opening  of  his  Majefty's  reign, 
^nd  marked  it  as  the  mod  fplendid  and  happy  period  in 
the  biftory  of  this  nation — ^That  he  would  now  conlider 
the  endangered,  impoverifhed,  enfeebled,  diitra^ed, 
^nd  even  difmembered  ftate  of  the  whole,  after  all  the 
grants  of  fuccefiive  Parliaments,  liberal  to  profufion, 
?ind  trufting  to  the  very  utmoft  of  rational  confidence— r- 
That  his  Majefty  would  naturally  expeft  to  receive  the 
honed  opinion  of  a  faithful  and  aifeflionate  Parliament, 
who  would  betray  his  Majefty,  and  thofe  whom  they 
feprefented,  if  they  did  not  diftindly  ftate  to  his  Ma- 
jeity,  that,  if  any  thing  could  prevent  the  confumm^- 
tion  of  public  ruin,  it  only  could  be  new  coiinfels  and 
CQunfellors,  without  farther  lofs  of  time,  and  a  real 
change,  from  a  fincere  convidion  of  pait  errors ;  not  a 
^lere  palliation,  which  muft  prove  fruitlefs." 

With  regard  to  this  amendment,  the  minifter  obfcrv- 
f  d,  that  the  language  was  ftriAly  parliamentary.  It  was 
the  duty,  as  well  as  the  right  of  Parliament,  to  caufe 
^vil  minifters  to  be  removed  j  but  juftice  firft  required 
f  proof  of  their  delinquency.  To  remove  ihc  fervants 
pnhf  Crown,  without  afligning  any  caufe  for  it,  or  attri* 
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boring  to  them,  without  any  evidence  or  trial,  thofe  0  hap. 
errors  or  crimes  which,  on  trial,  would  not  be  found       ^  * 
impatable  to  them,  would  be  equally  unjaft  and  un-  ^"^^^ 
precedentedf     Though  he  admitted,  therefore,  to  the. 
fblleft  extent,  the  right  of  that  Houfe  to  addrefs  the 
Throne  for  a  removal  of  minifters,  yet  as  nothing  wa^ 
fpecifically  charged  againit  them  in  the  amendment  he 
muft  certainly  oppofe  it  on  principle  ^  and  it  certainly 
coold  not  be  imagined,  that  he  would  agree  to  the  in* 
direft  cenfure  implied  againft  himfeif  in  the  requifition 
of  new  counfels  and  counfeilors.     The  charge  01  treach* 
ery  was  d^ied,  a$  were  all  the  others,  either  dire^flly 
or  indire£ny. 

On  this  occafion,  miniftry  were  alfo. very  ably  de* 
fended  by  the  Attorney-General,  Mr  Wcdderbum,  by 
the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  Mr  Pundas,  by  Mr 
Jenkinfon,  and  Mr  Adams.  On  the  fide  of  Oppofition, 
Mr  Thomas  Townfend,  Mr  Burke,  Lord  John  Caven- 
difh,  Mr  Temple  Luttrel,  and  Mr  Charles  Fox,  great- 
ly diilinguiflied  themfelves  in  this  debate,  particularly 
the  lad  named  gentleman. — The  addrefs,  however, 
was  at  laft  carried  by  233  to  134.  It  was,  notwith- 
ftanding,  eafy  to  fee,  that  the  debates  on  this  occafion 
carried  a  quite  different  face  from  what  they  had  ever 
done  before;  and  that  though  the  miniftry  carried  their 
point  at  this  time,  it  would  not  be  long  before  they 
would  be  entirely  defeated*  In  fad,  they  were  now 
univerfally  complained  of,  and  the  nation  at  large  had 
in  a  great  meafure  withdrawn  their  confidence. 

The  public  odium  againfl  them  was  encreafed  by  a  ouel  be* 
duel  betwixt  Mr  Adam,  a  friend  to  adminiftration,  and  twixt  Mr 
the  celebrated  Mr  Fox,   on  account  of  fome  words  ^JJ'^J^- 
which  had  been  ufed  by  the  latter^  in  the  courfe  of  a 

*  The  miniftry,  in  their  defence  againft  the  violent  attacks  of  Op- 
pofitkm,  frequently  made  ufe  of  the  following  argument : — That  bad 
u  the  miniftcrs  were,  it  was  not  certain  that  the  nation  would  be  at 
all  bettered  by  taking  their  opponents.  On  this  Mr  Fox  animadverted 
vtthfo  much  afperity,  that  Mr  Adam,  who  had  made  ufe  of  it  in 
the  famv  debate,  called  upon  him  for  an  ex planation.  Some  days  after* 
wards,  Mr  Fox  received  a  letter  from  that  gentleman^  requiring  that 
he  would  allow  the  following  paragraph  to  be  put  in  the  newfpapers  ; 
^^  We  have  authority  to  anure  the  public,  that,  in  a  converfation ' 
that  pafled  between  Mr  Fox  and  Mr  Adam,  in  confequence  of  the 
debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  Thurfday  laft,  Mr  Fox  declared, 
that  however  much  his  fpeeeh  may  have  bctn  mifreprefented,  he  did 
not  mean  to  throw  any  perfonal  rcflci^on  on  Mr  Adam," — Mr  Fox. 
fefufed  to  countenance  the  putting  any  thing  into  the  newfpapers  con* 
ceraixig  a  fpeeeh  which  required  no  explanation.  "  Mr  Adam,  who 
heard  the  fpeeeh,"  he  faid,  **  muft  be  fenGble,  that  it  conveyed  no 
perfonal  refle«3ion  againft  him,  unlefi)  he  found  himfeif  in  the  predi- 
cament  ajumadveitcd  upon*  The  account  of  the  fpeeeh  in  the  newf. 
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.  debate  in  the  Houfe  pf  Commons.     In  this  affair,  Mr 
Pox  was  wounded  ;  but  this  rencontre  being  generally 
j.y^^     attributed  rather  to  party  fpirit,  than  to  the  oftenfible 
Motives,  the  care  which  the  public  took  in  the  life  of 
that  gentleman,  contributed  tiot  a  little  to  inflame  that 
animoiity  againil  the  miniitry,  which  was  already  al- 
tnoftuniverfah 
Miniftr^        The  atFairs  of  Ireland,  the  fituation  of  which  (hall  be 
fevcrely     afterwards  confidered,  afforded  abundance  of  room  for 
on^he       further  ceafure  and  declamation  againft  miniftry,  whofe 
footing  of  power  manifeflly  declined  every  day.     They  were  now 
national     attacked  on  the  footing  of  oeconomy,  and  ij^€  vaft  ex- 
expendt-    pg^^^g  incurred  by  the  continuance  of  the  wafr.  ^  On  the 
Dcci;.      7^h  of  December  1779,  this  bufmefs  was  opened  by  the 
Duke  ot  Richmond,  who  ftated  the  vaft  co:nbination  of 
ibrce  at  thai  time  exifting  againft  this  country,  which 
was  left  without  friend  or  ally.     After  this  he  entered 
into  a  detail  of  our  vaft  military  eftaWifhments  by  fea 
and  land,  which,  including  the  late  augmentation  of 
above  20,000  men  to  the  land  force,    would  not  fall 
much  fliort  of  300,000  men ;  a  number  which  no  power 
in  Europe  could  fupport  for  any  length  of  time  at  the 
enormoits  expence  it  created  to  this  country,  with- 
out at  all  taking^  in  to  the  account,  that  the  conrnier* 
cial  lofles  of  this  country  including  thofe  of  all  kinds 
that  proceeded  from  a  defe<^ion  of  her  colonies,  far 
exceeded  in  extent  what  could  well  have  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  any  other  ftate.     By  a  number  of  calculations 
he  Shewed,  that  if  the  war  only  continued  to  the  end  of 
the  enfulng  year,  and  was  only  to  confume  the  provi- 
lion    which  Parliament  was 'making  for  its  fupport,  it 
would  by  that  time  complete  an  addition  from  its  begin- 
ning of  63  millions  to  the  former  national  debt ;  the 
whole  being  then  little  ihort  of  200  millions  ;  and  that 
as  the  rainifter  had  given,  on  an  average,  about  6  per 
cent,  for  the  nevv  debt,  the  ftanding  interell  of  the  whole 

paper  vas  incorret^V,  and  unauthoriCed  by  him.  With  rerpe<ft  To  that, 
kc  had,  of  confcquence,  nothing  to  lay  ;  however,  if  Mr  Adam  chodc 
either  10  publMh  (he  fpeech,  or  the  coQVcrfation  which  paflcd  in  re- 
lation to  it,  he  was  T>crfedlly  at  hberty.*'  This  not  proving  fatisfatD^ory, 
a  chalicnge  took  pKice ;  and  the  p.irtict  having  met,  according  to  a^ 
pointmeut,  Mr  ^Vdam  delired  his  an^igonift  to  fire  ;  but  he  replying, 
that  he  had  uo  o<i^iiel  ivith  him,  and  defiriughimto  fire,  the  former 
diirtiargcd  hji  piiLol,  av.d  wounded  Mr  Fox.  The  Utter  then  fired 
wthoor  cfF'Tct,  and  che  ieconds  interfered.  Mr  Fox  then  aiked  if  Mr 
Adam  vn.n  imihftcA :  but  be  iniKting  on  an  apology,  which  Mr  Fox  re- 
fufcd,  Mr  .\H.:::i  then  H  cd  hit)  other  piftol  without  cffcc^V,and  his  an- 
tagooift  d:lcljarr;cd  his  into  the  air;  then  fayin«,  *'  As  the  aiTair  was 
MOW  cndrd,  he  had  no  diflicnhy  in  declaring  that  he  meant  aomore 
siiKrout:«}  Jiiui  xUmi  tu  any  of  the  other  gent lemca  prefent*" 
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would  not  anount  to  lefs  than  eieht  millions  fleritoc  ^  ^  'V- 
aonttally  ;  a  tribute,  to  the  payment  of  which  all  the  tt^^ 
landed  intereft  of  Eagland  was  to  be  for  ever  mortgaged.  1779. 
Such,  he  fatd,  would  be  the  Aate  of  the  Britifh  finances, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  following  year  ^  and  it  would  only 
be  better  by  12  millions,  were  })eace  to  be  concluded  at 
that  tnftant.  Under  fuch  vaft  burdens^  the  neceiiity  of 
the  moftexa^l  and  rigid  oeconomy  was  felf-evident.  Our 
formidable  neighbour  and  enemy  had  fetus  the  exam<» 
pie. — ^Whilft  the  Engliih  were  bent  down  to  the  earth 
under  the  preifure  of  rh4'ir  burdens,  and  the  induitry  of 
our  minifter  was  exhauiled  in  multiplying  new  and  vex* 
atious,  though  at  the  fame  time  unprodudive  objeds  of 
taxation,  France,  through  the  ability  of  her  minifter, 
by  a  judicious  reform  in  the  colle<51ion  and  expenditure 
of  her  finances,  had  not  ye^  laid  a  fingle  tax  on  her 
people  for  the  fupport  of  the  war.  In  this  country^ 
nowever,  inftead  of  any  attempt  towards  the  pradice, 
or  even  any  pretence  or  profellion  of  (Economy,  our  ex- 
penditure was  fo  Ihamefully  lavilh,  as  to  furpafs  all  re- 
corded example  of  wafte  and  mifmanagenient  in  the 
weakeft  and  moft  corrupt  governments.  Our  affairs 
were  now  arrived  at  fuch  a  point  of  diitrefs  and  danger 
as  reduced  us  to  the  neceirity  pf  applying  to  ccconomy, 
thatnever-fdiling  fource  of  wealth  ;  and  as  this  mult 
begin  fome where,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the 
Sovereign  ought  to  fet  the  example.  In  that  cafe,  be 
had  no  doubt  that  it  would  have  a  great  and  general 
effed  ;  nor  did  he  imagine  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  there  was 
one  of  their  lordihips  who  would  not  chearfully  ^elin-  , 
qaiihany  part  of  their  public  emoluments  that  his  Ma- 
jeHy  might  pleafe  to  recommend.  The  example  once 
begun,  would  fpread  through  the  different  departments 
of  Itate  ;  it  would  inBuence  the  condud  and  excite  the 
public  fpirit  of  individuals;  it  would  likewile,  in  its  ef- 
fed,  tend  to  retrain  that  boundlcfs  profiifion  in  the 
public  expenditure  which  prevailed  at  that  time.  He 
did  not  w'lih  to  abridge  the  crc^y^'U  of  any  thing  neceflary 
to  fupport  its  fplendour  and  dignity  ;  nor  could  his  in- 
tended motion  produce  any  fuch  eflTech  Parliament  had 
but  a  few  years  before  augmented  the  civil  lilt  to  the 
enermous  amount  of  900,000!.  annually.  His  motion 
could  go  no  farther,  in  its  utmolt  prciiimed  extent, 
than  to  bring  it  again  to  that  flate  in  which  both  the 
dignity  a,nd  fplendour  of  the  crown  had  been  well  fup- 
ported  in  much  happier  times  and  more  profperous  fea- 
fons.  He  accordingly  moved  for  an  add  re  is,  to  the 
following  purpofe :— ^*  To  befeech  Majelty  to  refled  on 
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C#{  A  P.  the  manifold  diftrelTes  and  difficulties  in  which  this 
'  %J^llf  country  was  involved,  and  too  deeply  felt  to  ftand  in 

^T^  need  of  any  enumeration — ^To  rcprefent,  that,  amidft 
'^^^'  the  many  and  various  matters  that  require  reformation, 
and  muit  undergo  correction,  before  this  country  can 
rife  fuperior  to  its  powerful  enemies,  the  wade  of  pub- 
lic treafure  required  inftant  remedy  ;  that  profufion  is 
not  vigour ;  and  that  it  was  become  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffary  to  adopt  that  true  oeconomy  which,  by  reform* 
ing  all  ufelefs  expences,  creates  confidence  in  govern* 
ment,  gives  energy  to  its  exertions,  and  provides  the 
means  of  their  continuance — ^Humbly  to  fubmit  to  his 
Majelly,  that  a  condderable  reduAion  of  the  civil  lift 
would  be  an  example  well  worthy  of  his  Majeily's 
paternal  aSedlion  for  his  people,  and  his  own  dignity; 
nor  could  it  fail  of  dinuiing  its  influence  through 
every  department  of  the  ftate,  and  to  add  true  luftre 
to  the  crown  from  the  grateful  feelings  of  a  diArefTed 
people — To  aflure  his  Majefty  alio,  that  this  Houfe 
will  readily  concur  in  promoting  fo  defirable  a  pur- 
pofe ;  and  that  every  one  of  its  members  would 
chearfully  fubmit  to  fuch  a  reduAion  of  emolument  in 
any  office  he  might  hold,  as  his  Majefty  in  his  royal 
wifdom  (hould  think  proper  to  make." — This  motion  was 
fupported  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  Earl  of  She  1- 
burne,  and  Earl  of  Derby  ;  and  oppofed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  (Bathurft), Lord  Onflow,  and  Lord  Stormont. 
Though  the  lords  in  adminiffa-ation  agreed  as  to  the 
reprefentation  of  public  affairs  which  he  had  laid  down 
as  the  foundation  of  his  motion,  they  oppofed  the  prin- 
cipal obje£t  of  it  on  various  grounds.  They  granted, 
mdeed,  that  there  had  been  fome  want  of  oeconomy 
during  the  prefent  adminiftration,  but  they  confidered 
this  rather  as  incident  to  a  ftate  of  war,  than  as  being 
peculiar  to  the  minifters.  The  mode  of  oeconomy,  how- 
ever, propofed  by  the  motion  was  totally  inadequate  to 
its  objeft,  viz.  of  extricating  us  in  any  degree  from 
our  prefent  difficulties ;  at  the  fame  time  that  ic  convey- 
ed a  cenfure  upon  the  former  proceedings  of  that  Houfe 
in  the  augmentation  of  the  civil  lift.  It  was  inconiift- 
ent  and  unjuft  to  attempt  to  withdraw  from  his  Ma- 
jefty, what  had  been  io  unanimoufly  granted  by 
Parliament.  It  would  be  paltry  and  mean  to  tax 
the  falaries  of  the  fervants  of  the  crown  ;  and  the 
revenue  fu  raifed  would  be  trifling,  and  totally  incom- 
petent to  any  of  the  great  purpofes  of  national  expen- 
diture. If  we  were  reduced  to  fuch  an  exuemity  'of 
diftrefs  as  rendered  the  meafure  indifpenfably  necei£iry^ 
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kc  fttch  contributions  from  the  public  bcnevokxlcd  oi*  C  M  A.  9. 
fptrit  be  general  and  optional  j  let  us  follow  the  exam-  ^3-v^ 
pie  of  Holland  in  fnch  a  lituation,  where  money  was     ^jy^^ 
received  without  any  fpecification  in  the  public  trea- 
fury^  and  without  being  in  any  degree  accountable  for. 

But  whatever  fyftem  of  (economy  might  be  adopted^ 
it  was  by  no  means  proper  that  it  fhould  begin  with  the 
Crown,  the  fpleodour  of  which  fhould  ac  all  events 
be  fupported,  as  including  in  it  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  empire.  CEconomy  ihouid  be  directed  to  the 
various  departments  connected  with  public  expenditure^ 
{6  that  their  refpedive  builneis  might  be  prudently  and 
honeftiy  conduced.  Thoy  were  all  interefted  in  fup- 
porting  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown ;  and 
they  muft  all  partake  in  the  latisfa(flion  of  that  increafe 
of  the  royal  family,  which  increafed  the  neceility  of 
an  ample  revenue.  Should  we  be  really  obliged  to 
deprive  his  Majefty  of  that  income  which  had  been  fo 
lately  granted  him,  the  proceeding  would  fmk  and  de- 
grade us  fo  much  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  that  in- 
ftead  of  afibrding  any  benefit,  it  would  be  produdlive 
of  great  national  prejudice. 

By  fome  other  lords  in  Oppoficion,  however,  a  new  suhjciSt  of 
fubjed  was  flarted.    They  attributed  all  our  misfortunes  undue  iiu 
and  calamities  to  the  long  increadng,  and  now  prod i-^"^°^. 
gious  influence  of  the  Crown.     They  confidered  the  thcHbuft 
augmentation  of  the  civil  lid  as  having  greatly  increai-  of  Lords. 
ed  and  confirmed  that  influence.     They  faid,  that  all 
temporiiin'g  expedients  to  relieve  the  people  would 
prove  inei&Aual;  that  a  reformation  of  the  confticu* 
non  was  called  for ;  that  its  principles  were  perverted  { 
and  that,  until  it  was  reftored  to  its  native  and  original 
purity,  this  country  could  never  recover  its  former 
power  and  charader ;  nor  could  any  thing  great  or  de-^ 
cifive  be  expeded  from  its  utmod  exertions.     A  noble 
lord  in  high  m'ditary  ofEce,  declared  his  concurrence. 
with  the  motion,  provided  that  it  extended  to  all  places 
under  goveniment.     He  knew,  he  faid,  that  it  was 
what  all  people  expe^ed ;  that  ail  rai^  felt  the  com- 
mon calamity,  and  looked  out  impatiently  for  relief; 
and  that  he  would  chearfully  give  up  the  whole  emo- 
luments of  his  own  place,  for  the  good  of  his  country. 
Notwithftanding  thele  apparent  marks  of   defedion, 
however,  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  motion  wa^rejeft-f-o'^^hel. 

^  "f  77  *^"  61'  .  *-  •  ,     motion  re- 

T his  difpute  concermng  oeconomy  feemed  to  pave  the  fpedting 
way  to  another,  on  the  vafl  fums  charged  to  the  extra-  the  extra- 
ordioancs  of  th«  army^  and  which  became  every  year  S^tht'^SI. 

Vov  VI.  R  my. 
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CHAP,  more  and  more  enormous.    This  had  long  been  a  fab*' 
^^^'   jccl  of  complaint;  but  as  it  had  formerly  been  mtrodii^ 

^^J^C^  ced  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  without  fuccefs,  and 
did  not  Teem  likely  to  meet  wixh  a  better  reception  at 
any  future  period.  Lord  Shelbume  now  introduced  it 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  who  were  accordingly  fum- 
moned  for  the  purpofe.  He  began  by  taking  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  extraordinary  military  fervices  of 
former  reigns,  and  of  the  prefent.^  He  ihewed,  that 
the  extras  of  King  William's  reign,  when  a  war  was 
carried  on  in  Ireland,  Flanders,  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
did  not  exceed  in  the  higheit  year  lOOyOool.  during 
the  Revolutiun  war:  That  in  the  Succeffion  war, 
which  we  maintained  in  Germany,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Danube,  in  Flanders,  Spain,  the  Mediterrane* 
an,  North  America,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  the  extraor- 
dinaries  never  exceeded  2oo,oool. ;  and,  that  in  the 
firft  war  of  the  late  king,  carried  on  againft  the  com- 
bined power  of  France  and  Spain,  they  did  not,  in  any 
year,  exceed  400,000 1.  During  the  late  war  alfo,  the 
nioft  extenfive  in  which  Britain  had  ever  engaged,  and 
that  which  was  attended  with  greater  expence  than 
any  that  had  preceded  it,  the  extraordinaries  of  the 
year  1757,  were  only  800,000 1.  while  thofe  of  1 777, 
amounted  to  1,200,000 1.  belides  a  million  granted  on 
tranfport-fervice  ;  in  all,  more  than  two  millions.  In 
1762,  the  nioft  expenlive  year  of  the  late  war,  when 
our  arms  were  triumphant  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  when  we  fupported  80,000  men  in  Germany, 
befides  victorious  armies  in  North  America,  the  Britifli 
and  French  Weft  Indies,  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  Portugal, 
on  the  coaft  of  France,  and  at  the  redudion  of  the 
Havannah,  the  whole  of  tlie  extraordinaries  did  not 
exceed  two  millions;  whereas  the  two  laftdefenilve 
campaigns  would  be  found,  when  the  accounts  were 
made  up,  to  amount  to  the  enormous  fum  of  more  than 
three  millions  each  ;  and  the  extra  military  charges  of 
the  laft  four  years,  during  the  greater  part  of  which 
the  conteft  had  been  confined  to  the  Americans  only, 
would  be  found  to  be  about  eight  millions  and  a  half; 
a  ium  very  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  expenditure  of 
the  firft  four  years  of  King  William's,  and  folly  equal 
to  the  two  firft  years  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's 
campaigns. 

His  Lordiliip  then  proceeded  to  ftate  and  explain  the 
caufes  to  which  he  attributed  the  monftrous  difpropor- 
tion  between  the  prefcnt  military  extraordinaries,  and 
thofe  of  any  former  period.    In  this  detail  he  llated. 
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^kat  only  one  contraflor  had  been  employed  in  the  laft  c  ^  ^  ^* 
war  for  the  fupply  oi  the  forces  in  America ;  but  that  ^^"^^ 
the  mtnifter  had  fplit  the  prefeiit  contract  into  twelve  '"Tm*^ 
pans,  in  order  to  make  a  return  to  as  many  of  his 
fiiends  for  the  fervices  which  he  received  from  them  at 
home:  That  in  the  former  inftance,  the  fole  contrador. 
Sir  Williaoi  Baker,  was  bound  to  furnilh  provilions  on 
die  fpoc  in  America,  at  (ixpence  per  ration  ;  whereas 
the  prcfent  contractors  were  only  to  deliver  rations  at 
the  iamc  price  in  Cork;  fo  that  the  whole  freight,  in- 
furance,  rifque,  and  all  other  poflible  expences,  were 
taken  -out  of  the  pockets  of  the  publifc^  and  put  into 
thofe  of  theminifter's  contracting  friends.  From  which, 
and  from  a  variety  of  other  fpecified  inltances  of  mifma- 
Stagement,  he  pledged  himfelf  to  the  proof,  that  every 
radon  now  delivered  in  America  flood  the  public  in  two 
ihillings,  in(lead  of  fixpence  which  they  coft  in  the 
laft  war.  One  perfon  only,  he  faid,  had  enjoyed  con- 
tradls  to  the  amount  of  1,300,0001.  and  3,700,000!.  had 
pafied  through  the  hands  of  another  contra<5tor  to  be 
tranfmitteii  to  America  ;  but  no  voucher  had  been  giv- 
en for  the  expenditure  of  this  immenfe  fuip ;  the  ac« 
compts  being  contained  in  a  few  lines,  viz.  20,oooL 
ia  one  line,  30,000!.  in  another,  &c. 

After  going  over  a  vaft  variety  of  matter  relative  to 
the  fubjeft  of  contrads  and  contradlors,  whom  he  treat- 
ed with  as  little  mercy  as  the  miniflers  themfelves, 
he  opened  his  views  more  particularly  with  regard 
to  his  intended  motions.  An  unconlVitutional,  mi- 
niflerial  influence,  he  faid,  had  ufurped  the  regal 
prerogative,  which  it  was  now  become  abfolutely 
necef&ry  to  cruih  for  the  falvation  of  the  empire.  The 
mifchief  arofe  principally  from  the  opportunity  now 
afforded,  in  a  greater  degree  than  ever,  to  the  Firft  Lord 
of  the  treafury,  of  expending  millions  of  public  money 
without  accounr,  and  confequently  without  ccconomy  ; 
and  as  the  army  extraordlnaries  afforded  the  moil  un- 
limited means  to  the  miniUer  for  the  propagation  and 
fupport  of  that  fatal  fyflem  of  influence  and  corruption, 
he  would  make  that  lavifli  head  of  expenditure  the  firft 
ami  great  objeft  of  his  inquiry  and  cenfure.  His  Lord- 
liiip's  firfl  motion  was  accordingly  to  the  following  pur- 
port;— "  That  the  alarming  addition  annually  making 
to  the  national  debt,  under  the  head  of  excraordinaries, 
incurred  in  the  different  fervices,  required  immediate 
check  and  controul ;  the  increaiing  the  public  expence 
beyond  the  lupplies  granted  by  Parliament  being  at  all 
tiioes  an  iAvailon  of  the  fundamental  rights  of  Parlia- 
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CHAP.  iQ«nt,  and  the  utmoft  (zcoabmy  being  indifpeniably  ne^ 
^^^^^^  ceffiary  in  the  prcfcnt  reduced  and  deplorable  ftatc  of 
i^^p.  (he  landed  intereft  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland." 
To  this  extraordinary  charge  the  minifters  fcarce 
thought  proper  to  make  any  reply,  the  caufe  of  which 
was  not  properly  difcovered.  Some  attributed  this  to  a 
difagreement  between  themfelves,  which  did  not  per* 
mit  them  to  be  much  difpleafed  with  the  arraignment 
of  a  conduft  where  none  of  that  Houfe  were  officially 
concerned  ;  others  imagined  rather  that  they  were 
not  fufficiently  inftruAed  in  the  nature  of  the  qneftioa 
to  anfwer  it  fully.  Be  this  as  it  will,  the  Chancellor, 
feeing  no  likelihood  of  a  debate,  proceeded  to  put  the 
queftion.  The  Duke  of  Manchefter  exprefled  the  utmoft 
indignation  and  aftoniihment,  that  minifters  ihould  ven- 
ture to  (it  ftill  under  fuch  charges  without  an  attempt 
at  anfwer  or  defence.  A  noble  Earl  likewife,  who  had 
lately  fucceeded  to  his  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  decla- 
red, that,  during  fifteen  years  he  bad  fate  in  the  other, 
he  had  never  feen  a  queftion  of  fuch  importance  treated 
with  fuch  indifference  or  filence  ^  or,  what  was  full  as 
bad,  with  fome  feeble  attempt,  which  meant  nothing, 
and  which  feemed  intended  to  mean  nothing.  LordShel- 
burne's  motion  was^  however^  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
Bi  to  41, 

The  rejeAion  of  this  firft  motion  did  not  prevent  his 

Lordihip  trom  intimating  that  he  intended  to  make  a 

fecond,  the  purport  of  which  was,  ^^  That  a  Committee 

,  Ihould  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  feveral  parts  of  the 

public  expenditure,  and  for  taking  into  confideration 

what  rtdudlions  or  favings  could,  with  confiftency,  be 

made."  This  was  agreed  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  on 

the  8tb  of  February  following.  The  viftory  of  miniftry 

on  thisoccafion  didnot,  however,  contribute  much  ta 

an  increafe  of  their  ftrength  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 

public  difiatisfadion  was  thus  augmented  in  a  very  con^ 

fidcrable  degree.    It  was  now  very  generally  believed, 

that  no  hope  of  redrefs  exilled  until  lu.ch  meafures  were 

purfped  by  the  people  at  large  as  would,  by  diffolving^ 

that  unnatural  combination  fuppofed  to  exift  between 

City  of     minifters  and  Parliament,  reltore  the  ancient  dignity 

Londoa's  and  energy  of  the  latter.     The  thanks  of  the  city  of 

^h^k^     London  were  voted  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Earl 

iHc'du^c  pf  Shelburnc  for  their  paft  motions,  along   with  the- 

of  Rich-    fuUeft  approbation  of  that  for  the  8th  of  February,  and 

j^«^«      an  affurance  of  every  conftitutional  fupport  in  their 

Sjcibttrac  Po^^r  to  thofe  neceflary  plans  of  reformation  adopted 

i(c,        by  them.    The  buGaefs  was  Ukewtft  fooQ  taken  up  by 
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die  coundes,  and  from  this  time  began  to  appear  that  Q  H  A  p. 
fpirit  of  reformation,  which  afterwards  produced  fo    ^^^' 
many  meetings,  aiTociations,  and  projedls  in  almbfl  all  ^^7?^ 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  for  correding  the  fuppofed  vices 
of  Government,  and  for  reftoring  the  independency  of 
Parliament.     The  city  of  London  likewife  fent  let- 
ters of  thanks  and  acknowledgment  to  all  the  lords 
who  had  voted  in  fupport  of  the  two  pad  motions,  in- 
cluding his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
whofe  name  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  mioprity  on 
their  laft  divifion. 

On  the  very  day  that  Lord  Shelburne's  motion  was  Mr  Burke 
opened  in  the  Houle  of  Peers,  Mr  Burke  divulged  in  the  announces 
Houfe  of  Commons  fome  parts  of  a  plan  of  public  ceco-^t^^pSST 
Bomy  which  he  had  long  meditated,  and  which  he°^ 
meant  to  propofe  after  the  recefs.  The  deiire  of  refor- 
mation, he  laid,  operated  every  where,  but  where  it  , 
6ttght  to  operate  moit  flrongly,  namely,  in  the  Houfe 
itfeif.  The  propoluions  which  had  lately  been  made, 
ind  were  that  day  making  in  the  ether  Hoiife,  though 
laudable  in  themfelves,  were  a  reproach  to  that  in  which 
lie  fat.  To  them  who  claimed  the  exclufive  manage- 
Ibent  of  the  public  pnrfe,  all  interference  of  the  Lords 
in  cheir  peculiar  province^  was  at  leaft  a  reproach.  It 
Jaight  even  be  worfe ;  for  if  the  Lords  fhould  aiTume  or 
ufurp  the  performance  of  a  duty  oftheir's,  which  they 
negleded,  they  would  be  fupported  in  an  ufurpation 
which  was  become  neceflary  to  the  public.  If  both 
Lords  and  Commons  (hould  confpire  in  a  negledl  of  their 
duty,  other  means,  ftill  more  irregular  than  the  in- 
terference of  the  Lords,  would  undoubtedly  be  reforted 
to ;  for  he  imagined,  the  nation  would,  fome  way  or 
other,  have  its  bufinefs  done  I  orothtrwiie,  that  it  could 
not  much  longer  continue  to  be.  Lord  John  Cavendilh, 
Mr  Fox,  Colonel  Barre,  Mr  Dempfter,  and  Mr  GiU 
Wrt)  fpoke  to  the  famt  purpofe  i  and  it  was  aflerted, 
that  the  undue  influence  of  the  Crown  was  the  true 
canfe  of  the  nrifchievoas  origin,  the  deftf  uAi  ve  progrefs, 
Ae  abfiird  condud,  and  the  obftinate  proiecution,  with- 
out hope  or  view,  of  the  ruinous  American  warj  which 
was  now  nniverfally  felt,  and  generally  acknowledged, 
as  being  in  iifelf  the  eaufe  of  ail  the  other  misfortune^ 
of  Great  Britain,  and  particularly  of  the  prefent  naval 
fereatnefs  of  the  Houfe  ofBourbon,  ThetwoHopfes 
Sm  after  adjoumail 
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CHAP.    XXVI. 


County  MtetingS'^-'-^Petttions  to  Parliament^^'^^Debates 

Mr  Burke^splan  of  Parliamentary  ifidepcndenee  artd 

oecommy Committee  of  Accounts Patents  Places^ 

and  Penfions Difference  between  Lord  North  and  Sit 

Fletcher  Norton Duel  between  Mr  Fullarton  and 

Earl  ofShelbume Nev)  Levies-^^-^^Rjemarkable  mo- 

tion  by  Mr  Dunning Extraordinaries  of  the  Army 

Military  Power York/hire  Committee DiJ^ 

folution  and  Meeting  of  Parliament      -Mr  CormvaP 

chofbt  Speaker Debates  on  the  Addrejs Thanks 

to  Sir  Eetcher  Norton On  Sir  Hugh  Pallijer's  ap- 

pintment Loan Kecefs. 

CHA  P*\7(7-^^  l>£ing  thus  declared  in  the  mod  violent 
XXVI.     VV     manner  on, the  part  of  Oppoiition,  the  mini- 
^^-■V"^  fters  had  no  reafon  to  plume  thexofelves  on  thjeir  fuc* 
1779*    cefs  at  the  next  meeting  of  Parliament.     During  the 
numben    recefs,  innumerable  meetings  had  been  held,  petitions 
of  county  framed,  and  aflbciations  formed  for  the  redreis  of  griev- 
mcctings,  ^nces  ;  and  fo  much  were  the  minds  of  men  now  agita- 
ted, that  nothing  lefs  than  an  abfolute  reforih  in  the 
conftitution  of  Parliament  itfelf,  by  ihortening  its  dura- 
tion, and  obtaining  a  more  equal  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  was  thought  to  be  adequate  to  the  multitude  of 
evils  which  now  overfpread  the  empire. 

An  example  was  fet  to  the  reit  of  the  kingdom  by 

Bee.  3a    the  county  of  York.      On  the  30th   of  December 

1779,    a  very  numerous  and  refpedtable  meeting  of 

the  gentlemen,  clergy,    including  perfons  of  the  firfV 

coniideration  and  property    in  the  county    and  the 
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kiflgdom,    fuch  as  perhaps  sever    was  aiTembled  in  CHAP* 
the  Dune  manner  in  this  nation,  met  in  the  city  of  i^^^^ 
York,  where  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was     i*!^ 
nnaniffloufly  agreed  upon,  and  accompanied  with  a  re-  York  petl. 
folution,  that  a  Committee  of  {ixty-one  gentlemen  be  ^o«^* 
appointed  to  carry  on  the  neceflary  correfpondence  for 
eJteAually  promoting  the  object  of  the  petition,  and 
likewiie  to  prepare  the  plan  of  an  afibciation,  on  legal 
and  conftitutional  grounds,  to  fupport  the  laudable  re- 
form, and  fuch  other  meafures  as  might  conduce  to  the 
freedom  of  Parliament,  to  be  prefented  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  at  their  next  meeting,  to  be  held 
by  adjournment  in  Eafter-week. 

In  this  petition  they  began  by  ftating,  as  matters  of 
faft.  That  the  nation  had  been  engaged  for  feveral 
years  in  a  moft  expenfive  and  unfortunate  war ;  many 
of  our  valuable  colonies  had  declared  themfelves  inde- 
pendent, had  formed  a  ftrift  confederacy  with  our 
moft  inveterate  and  dangerous  enemies ;  and  that  the 
coofequence  of  thefe  combined  misfortunes  had  been  a 
large  addition  to  the  national  debt,  a  heavy  accumula- 
tion of  taxes,  with  a  rapid  decline  of  the  trade,  manu- 
fadures,  and  land-rents  of  the  kingdom.  They  then 
declared,  that,  ^^  alarmed  at  the  diminifhed  refources, 
as  well  as  ih»  growing  burthens  of  the  country,  and 
convinced,  that  rigid  frugality  was  now  indifpenfably 
neceflary  in  every  department  of  the  ftate,  they  ob- 
ferved  with  grief,  that  notwithftanding  the  calamities 
and  impoverifbed  condition  of  the  nation,  much  pub- 
lic money  had  been  improvidently  fquandered ;  that 
many  individuals  enjoyed  fmecure  places,  with  exor- 
bitant emoluments  and  peniions,  unmerited  by  public 
iervice,  to  a  large  and  ftill  increafrng  amount ;  whence 
the  Crown  had  acquired  a  great  and  unconftitutional 
influence,  which  if  not  checked  in  time,  might  foon 
prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  the  country.'*  They 
further  declared,  that,  ^^  conceiving  the  true  end  of 
.every  legitimate  government  to  be,  not  the  emolument 
of  any  individual,  but  the  welfare  of  the  community  $ 
and  confidering  that,  by  the  conftitution,  the  cuftody 
of  the  national  purfe  is  entrufted  in.  a  peculiar  manner 
to  that  Houfe,  they  begged  leave  to  reprefent,  that 
uatii  effectual  meafures  were  taken  to  redrefs  thofe  op- 
preffive  grievances,  the  grant  of  any  additional  fum  of 
money  beyond  the  produce  of  the  prefent  taxes,  would 
be  injurious  to  the  rights,  and  derogatory  to  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  Parliament.  They  therefore, 
appealing  to  the  juftice  of  the  Commons,  moft  earneft- 
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e  H  A  P,  ly  requeAed,  that  before  any  new  burthens  were  laUl 
^^^j  upon  this  country,  effiedual  meafures  might  be  taken  to 
j\^  inquire  into,'  and  correct  the  grofs  abufes  in  the  expcn* 
diture  of  public  money ;  to  reduce  all  exorUtant  emcH 
luments  $  to  refcind  and  abolifli  all  (inecure  places  and 
unmerited  penfions ;  and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to 
the  neceiTities  of  the  ftate/' 

Though  this  meeting  was  held  in  the  feat  of  the  me*- 
tropoliun  fee,  and  immediately  under  the  eye  of  pro- 
vincial authority  and  government,  not  only  a  confider- 
able  number  of  the  clergy  attended,  and  zealouily  pro- 
moted the  refolutions  and  petition,  but  fourteen  of 
them,  including  two  dignitaries  of  the  Church,  were  ap- 
pointed to  the  Committee,  which  was  intended  to  give 
efficacy  to  the  whole  meafure  and  dcfign. 
Petitions  ^^^  example  of  York  was  quickly  followed  by  other 
Iromother  counties  and  corporations.  Similar  petitions  were 
countief .  agreed  to  by  the  counties  of  Middlefex,  Cheiler,  Hert- 
ford, Suflex,  Huntingdon,  Surrey,  Cumberland,  Bed- 
ford, Effex,  Somerfet,  Gioucefter,  Wilts,  Dorftt,  De- 
von, Norfolk,  Berks,  Bucks,  Nottingham,  Kent, 
Northumberland,  Suffolk,  Hereford,  Cambridge,  and 
Derbyfliire;  Denbigh,  Flint,  and  Brecknock  i  as  well 
as  by  the  cities  of  London,  Weftminfter,  York,  Bris- 
tol, Gioucefter,  and  Hereford,  with  the  towns  of  Not- 
tingham, Reading,  Cambridge,  Bridgewater,  and 
Newca(Ue  upon  Tyne.  The  county  of  Northamptoa 
declined  petitioning,  but  voted  refolutions  and  inftruc* 
tions  to  their  repr^entatives,  to  the  fame  purpofe  witk 
the  petitions. 

Thefe  proceedings  greatly  alarmed  ininiftry,  and 
even  many  of  thofe  vrho  wiihed  well  to  the  caufe  of  re- 
formation, ihuddered  at  the  thoughts  of  what  might  be 
the  confequence.  AflTocia tions  and  Comtnittees  had 
produced  fuch  recent  effeds  in  America,  aYid  even  in 
Ireland,  that  the  very  terms  had  become  fufpicious. 
Thefe  fears  were  dexteroufly  foftered  by  the  minifterial 
party.  It  was  contended,  that  the  true  fenfe  of  the 
counties  could  not  be  colleAed,  nor  the  matter  propofed 
duly  examined,  in  fuch  meetings,  fo  new  in  their  form 
and  fo  void  of  regularity ;  that  the  petitions  con- 
veyed infmuations.  Injurious  and  difrelpeAful  to  Par- 
liament, to  whofe  province  only  belonged  the  granting 
fupplies  ;  and  that  the  petitions  and  refolutions  were 
calculated  to  produce  diffidence  and  fufpicions  in  the 
minds  of  his  Majeity's  fubje&s,  at  a  time  when  unani- 
mity and  confidence  in  government  were  eflentially  ne- 
ceiTary  to  fupport  and  invigorate  exertions  of  the  ftate. 
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In  this  manner  feveral  counties  were  prevented  from  9  ^  .^  ^' 
petitioning  or  forming  Committees ;  but,  in  general,  the  "^''^^^• 
endeavours  of  miniftry  to  prevent  county-meetings  were  ^"^^^ 
totally  fruftrated.  So  impetuous  was  the  fpirit  which 
now  prevailed,  that  Lord  Sandwich  in  perfon,  and  at 
the  head  of  a  great  body  of  his  numerous  friends,  could 
not  prevent  a  petition  and  Committee  from  being  carried 
in  his  own  native  and  favourite  county.  All  endea- 
vours to  prevent  petitions  being  thus  found  abortive, 
means  were  ufed  to  obtain  protefts ;  but  though  the 
bufinefs  was  undertaken  by  one  or  two  perfons  of  great 
property  and  confequence,  it  was  attended  with  very 
indilfcrent  fuccefs.  Even  in  thofe  places  where  pro- 
telts  were  obtained,  the  diffenting  parties  durft  not  op- 
pofe  the  prayer  of  th.e  petitions,  but  declared  them- 
felves  of  opinion,  that  every  thing  ought  to  be  left  to 
the  difcretion  of  Parliament,  in  whofe  integrity  and 
public  fpirit  they  thought  it  improper  to  exprefs,  parti- 
cularly at  that  time,  any  kind  of  diftruit. 

The  petition  from  the  county  of  York  was  prefented  Debates 
by  Sir  George  Saville,  on  the  8th  of  February,  who  ^p}^^  pc- 
having  at  fomc  length  entered  into  the  merits  of  the  ^ g^  "J* 
caufe,  called  upon  the  minifler  to  fpeak  ovK  like  a  man, 
and  to  declare  whether  he  meant  to  countenance  and 
fupport  the  petition  or  not.  An  open  and  manly  de- 
claration would  fave  much  time  and  trouble,  and  would 
better  becgme  a  man  of  his  quality  and  power,  than  any 
mean  arts  of  miniflerial  juggling  and  craft.  Howe- 
ver, he  made  no  threats ;  the  petition  was  legal  and 
confHtutional,  not  prefented  by  men  with  fwords  and 
muflcets.  The  requeft  of  the  petitioners  was  fo  juft  and 
reafonable,  that  they  could  not  but  expert  it  would  be 
granted.  He  wiftied  the  Houfe  to  confider  from  whom 
xhc  petition  came.  It  was  firft  moved  in  an  affembly  of 
more  than  ^co  gentlemen.  In  the  hall  where  that  pe- 
tition originated,  there  was  more  property  than  within  , 
the  walls  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  He  then  threw' 
down  on  the  table,  with  fome  vehemence,  a  lift  of  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen.  *'  But  they  are  not,"  ftid 
he,  '^  to  abandon  their  petition,  whatever  may  be  its 
hie  in  this  Houfe  ;  there  was  a  Committee  to  corref- 
pond  on  the  fubjeftof  the  petition  with  the  Committees 
of  other  counties."  And  he  concluded  by  likewife 
Growing  on  the  table  a  lift  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  nrinifter  gave  his  confent  that  the  petition  ftiould 
lie  on  the  table.  He  complained  of  being  threatened  if 
a  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ihould  be 
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CHAP,  delayed  only  until  in  inquiry  could  be  made  into  the 
XXVI.  fgality  of  the  fuppofed  grievances.  This,  he  faid,  v/as 
^"^^^CJ^  a  very  fufpicious  circumftance ;  and  he  concluded  his 
fpeech  with  obferving,  that  as  the  fupplics  had  been  al- 
ready voted,  it  would  be  proper  in  the  mean  time  to 
confider  of  the  ways  and  means,  leaving  the  confidera- 
tion  of  tl^e  petition  till  fome  time  afterwards. 

This  fpeech  was  feverely  animadverted  upon  by  Mr 
Fox,  though  without  any  manifeft  effeft.  Little  de- 
bate enfued  on  any  of  the  other  petitions  j  though  one 
from  Jamaica,  figned  by  75  of  the  principal  planters 
there,  was  productive  of  much  altercation  for  a  fhori; 
«^j.  time.    As  no  other  bulinefs  of  confequence  therefore 

Burke's     interfered,  Mr  Burke  now  brought  forward  the  plan  he 
plan  of     had  propofed  for  the  better  fecurity  of  the  independence 
mcatarv    Oi^P-^i'li^^i^ent,  and  the  (Economical  reformation  of  the 
indcpcn-   civii  and  other  eftabliihraents*.     The  fcbeme  of  reform 
dcncc  and  was  commenced  with  the  royal  Houfphold.     It  compre- 
aconomy.  tended  the  Treafurer,  Comptroller,   Cofferer  of  the 
Houfehold  ;  the  Treafurer  pf  the  Chamber  ;  the  Mat- 
ter of  the  Houfehold  ;  the  whole  Board  of  Green 
Cloth;  and  a  vail  number  of  fubordinate  offices  in  the 
department  of  the  Steward  of  the  Houfehold.     It  inclu- 
ded alfo  the  whole  ellablilhment  of  the  Great  Wardrobe, 

f  This  plan  was  comprehended  in  the  five  following  bills  :,— 
I.  •*  A  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  kin  Majefty*s  civil  cDablifli. 
mentK,  and  of  certain  public  omces ;  for  the  limitation  of  penllons,  and  ' 
the  fiipprcOlion  of  rertain  ufelcfs^  expcnfive  and  inconvenient  places; 
and  for  applying  the  monies  favcd  thereby  to  the  public  fcrvice." 

2  **  A  bill  for  the  fale  of  the  forcfl  and  other  crown-lands,  rents^^ 
and  hereditamente,  with  certain  exceptions ;  and  for  applying  the 
produce  thereof  to  the  piililic  fervice  ;  and  for  fecuring,  afcertainingy 
and  fatisfyiag  tenant  rights,  as  well  as  common  and  other  rights.*' 

3.  "  A  bill  for  the  more  perfe<5tly  uniting  to  the  crown  the  princi- 
paiity  of  Wales,  and  the  county  palatine  of  Ch<fflcr,  and  for  the  more 
commodious  adminiflration  of  ju(bce  within  the  fame;  as  alfo  for 
alK>liniing  certain  offices  now  appertaining  thereto  ;  for  quieting  dor- 
mant claims,  afcertaining  and  fecuring  tenanUrights,  and  for  the  falc 
pf  fored  lands,  and  other  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  held 
by  his  Majefbf  in  right  of  the  faid  principality,  or  coimty  palatine  of 
Cheftcr ;  and  for  applying  the  produce  thereof  to  the  public  fervice." 

4.  **  A  bill  for  uniting  to  the  crown  the  duchy  and  county  palatine 
of  Lancaller  ;  for  the  fuppreflion  ot  nnneceffary  offices  now  nclong. 
ing  thereto ;  for  the  afcertainment  and  fecurity  of  tenant  and  other 
rights  ;  and  for  the  fale  of  all  rents,  lands,  tenements,  heredi- 
tamcots^  and  forefls  within  the  faid  duchy  and  county  paJatiBe,  or 
either  of  them;  a«d  for  applying  the  produce  thereof  to  the  public 
iferrice." 

5.  **  A  bill  for  uniting  tl^c  duchy  of  Cornwall  to  the  crown ;  for  the 
fuppreifion  of  certain  unneccHary  offices  thereto  belonging  ;  for  the 
afcertainment  and  fecurity  pf  tenant  and  other  rights :  andfor  the  fale 
of  certain  rents,  lands  and  tenements  within,  or  belonging  to  the  faid 
^uchy  ^  andfor  applying  the  produce  thereof  to  the  public  fervice.'* 
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the  Removing  W;irdrobe,  the  Jewel  Office,  the  Robes,  C  ha  p. 
and  almoft  the  whole  charge  of  the  civil  branch  of  the  ^^^'* 
Board  of  Ordnance.  All  thefe  arrangements  taken  to-  ^*7yS^ 
gether,  he  faid,  would  be  found  to  relieve  the  nation 
from  a  vaft  weight  of  influence  ;  and  that  fo  far  from 
diftrefling,  it  would  rather  forward  every  public  fervice. 
His  plan  likewife  extended  to  thedeftruftion  of  fu- 
bordinate  treafuries,  of  conlequence  to  the  two  trea* 
furies  or  pay-offices  of  the  army  and  navy.  He  pro* 
pofed  that  thefe  offices  fhould  be  no  longer  banks  or 
treafurhs,  but  mere  offices  of  aJmint/fration  ;  and  that 
all  money  which  was  formerly  impreiTed  to  them^ 
fiioiild  for  the  future  be  impreffed  to  the  Bank  of 
England.  He  was  likewife  of  opinion,  that  the  bu-^ 
iinefs  of  the  mint,  excepting  what  reFated  to  it  as  a 
manufactory,  fhould  be  transferred  to  that  corpora*^ 
tion.  He  propofed  likewife  the  total  removal  of  the 
fubordinate  treafury,  and  office  of  the  pay-mafter  of 
the  penfions;  the  payments  in  future,  to  be  made 
by  the  Exchequer  j  the  great  patent  offices  of  the 
Exchequer  to  be  reduced  to  fixed  falaries  ;  and,  as  the 
prefent  lives  and  reverfions  fhould  fall,  the  feveral 
places  of  keepers  of  the  ftag-hounds,  buck-hounds,  fox- 
hounds, and  harriers,  to  be  totally  aboliihed.  He  alfo 
pi-opofed  to  reform  the  new  office  of  third  fecretary  of 
flate,  commonly  called  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo* 
nies;  the  fabrication  of  which  \)kG  that  of  all  other  late 
arrangements,  he  confidered  merely  as  a  job,  the  two 
antient  fecretaries  being  fuppofed  now,  as  heretofore^ 
fully  competent  to  the  whole  of  the  public  bufmefs* 
He  concluded  his  plan  of  reduction,  by  propoiing  the 
total  annihilation  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  an  office 
totally  ufelefs,  anfwering  none  of  its  avowed  or  fup- 
pofed purpofes,  and  ferving  merely  to  provide  eight 
members  of  Parliament,  and  thereby  to  retain  their 
fervices.  He  likewife  propofed  a  limitation  of  the  total 
amount  of  penfions  to  6o,oool.  per  annum  ;  but  he  did 
not  wifh  to  take  away  any  man's  peniion,  and  thought 
it  more  prudent,  in  that  refpeft,  not  to  adhere  to  the 
letter  of  the  petitions. 

This  plan  of  reduction  had  annexed  to  it  a  plan  of  ar'^ 
rangement,  which  he  confefTed  to  be  the  favourite  part 
of  his  fcheme,  as  he  imagined  it  would  prevent  all  pro* 
digality  in  the  civil-lift  for  the  future.  He  propofed  to 
cftablifh  a  fixed  and  invariable  order  in  all  payments^ 
from  which  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  fhould  not  be 
permitted  in  any  cafe  to  deviate.  For  this  purpofe,  the 
dvU-lifl  payments  were  to  be  divided  into  nine  claiTes^ 
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CHAP,  putting  each  clafs  forward  according  to  the  iniportancr 
XXVI.  Qj.  juftice  of  the  demand,  or  to  the  inability  of  the  pcr- 
^*^^^  fons  entitled  ^o  enforce  their  pretentions.  In  the  lirft 
'  of  thefc  claffes  were  placed  the  judges;  in  the  fecond, 
the  minifters  to  foreign  courts;  in  the  third,  the  tradef- 
men  who  fupplied  the  crown;  in  the  fourth,  the  do- 
meftic  fervants  of  the  King,  and  all  perfons  in  efficient 
offices,  whofe  falaries  did  not  exceed  200 1,  annually; 
and  the  fifth  clafs  comprehended  the  pentions  and  al- 
lowances of  the  royal  family,  comprehending  of  courfe 
the  (^cen,  together  with  the  ftated  allowance  of  the 
privy  purfe.  The  fixth  took  in  thofe  efficient  officers 
of  duty,  whofe  falaries  might  exceed  200 1.  a-year.  The 
whole  pention  lift  was  included  in  the  feventh ;  the  of- 
fices of  honour  about  the  King,  in  the  eighth;  and  the 
ninth  included  the  falaries  and  pentions  of  the  firft  lord 
of  the  treafury  himfelf,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, and  other  commiffioners  of  that  department. 
To  thefe  arrangements  were  added  fomp  regulations, 
which  would  for  ever  have  prevented  any  civU-lift  jdebt 
from  coming  on  the  public. 

Mr  Burke's  fpeech  on  t his occation,  upwards  of  three 
hours  in  length,  was  not  only  hearkened  to  with  the 
greateft  attention,  but  received  the  higheft  encomiums 
from  both  tides  of  the  houfe,  who  could  not  refrain  from 
expreffing  their  admiration  at  the  vaft  fund  of  political 
knowledge  difplayed  by  that  gentleman  with  regard 
to  every  department  of  ftate.  The  minifter  perceiving 
this,  thought  proper  not  to  obje6h  to  the  plan  on  the 
firft  motion.  He  afiured  the  Houfe,  that  no  man  was 
more  zealous  for  the  eftablilhrnent  of  a  permanent  fyf- 
tem  of  (economy  than  himfelf.  But  that,  betides  the 
fubjedls  of  the  prefent  being  fo  numerous  and  various 
as  to  require  fome  time  for  comprehention,  fome  of  them 
affedted  the  King's  patrimonial  income;  on  which  account 
he  thought  it  necefTary  to  obtain  the  confent  of  the 
crown  before  they  proceeded  upon  them.  For  this 
reafon  he  propofed  to  poftpone  the  three  bills  which 
related  to  the  crown  lands,  the  principality  of  Wales^ 
i^c.  which  was  yielded  to  as  a  point  of  decorum.  la 
three  days,  however,  they  were  brought  in  without 
any  objedion.  The  fur vey or- general  of  the  duchy  of 
Cornwall  made  obje<^ions  to  that  relating  to  the  union 
of  this  county  with  the  crown,  on  account  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Prince  of  Wales  ;  on  which  Mr  Burke, 
though  with  reluftancc,  withdrew  his  motion. 

A  few  days  after  the  introduftion  of  Mr  Burke's  plan. 
Colonel  Barre  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for 
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a  Committee  of  Accompts,  as  an  ufeful  fupplcment  and  chap, 
enlargement  of  that  plan.     The  appointment  of  fuch  v^^^ 
a  Committee,  he  faid,  afforded  the  moft  eafy,  if  not     j-g^ 
the  moft  effectual  means  of  correding  thofe  evils  which  col.  Barre 
arofe  from  the  prefent  mode  of  voting  great  fums  of  movcsfora 
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money  without  eftimate,  and  for  remedying  in  fome  ^^^^^ 
degree  the  procraftinatory  forms,  and  dilatoi;y  courfe  compts, 
of  conducing  bufinefs,  which  prevailed  in  the  Exche-  Feb.  14* 
quer,  and  by  which  it  was  at  prefent  totally  inadequate 
to  its  purpofes.  He  hoped  for  great  advantages,  he 
faid,  from  a  Committee  conlifting  only  of  a  few  per- 
fons :  for  though  he  knew  that  the  minifter's  strength 
in  the  Houfe  would  virtually  reft  their  nomination 
with  him,  yet  he  had  great  dependence  on  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  their  number ;  and  their  ^onfcioufnefs  that  the 
eyes  of  the  public  were  fixed'  upon  them,  would  ope- 
rate powerfully. 

With  this  propofal  the  miriifter  readily  clofed  $  but 
It  appeared  in  the  event,  that  the  Oppofition  had  out- 
witted themfelves.  For  the  prefent,  however,  they 
plumed  themfelves  on  the  acquifition;  and  Colonel 
Barre  gave  notice,  that  he  would  lay  his  plan  before 
the  Houfe  in  a  ihort  time. 

On  the  following  day,  Sir  George  Saville  moved,  Mouon for 
"  That  an  account  of  all  places  held  by  patent  from  Jj*  ^oifnt^ 
the  Crown,  with  the  amount  of  the  falaries  annexed  aii  patent 
to  them,  and  a  lift  of  the  perfons  who  held  them,  (hould  places  be- 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe."     By  this  account,  he  faid,  ^""^^J**^ 
the  Houfe,  and  of  courfe  his  conftituents,  would  be    °"  ^* 
enal}led  to  judge  of  the  fervices  done  to  the  ftate,  in 
return  for  the  falaries  paid  by  it  j  and  then  it  would  be 
in  the  Judgment  of  the  Houfe  to  decide  what  offices 
were  efficient  and  neceffary,  and  the  number  that  were 
merely  (inecures,  and  their  emoluments  a  burthen  to 
the  people,  without  any  return  of  fervice.     This  be- 
ing agreed  to,  he  next  moved,  "  That  an  account  of  ^^*^'^ 
all  fubfifting  penfions  granted  by  the  Crown,  during  ^***^,P|JJ*  " 
pleafure,  or  other  wife,  fpccifying  the  amount  of  fuch 
penfions  rcfpedively,  and   the  times  when,  and   the 
perfons  to  whom,  fuch  penlions  were  granted,  fhould 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe."     Mr  Burke,  he  faid,  with 
that  liberality  of    mind   peculiar  to  his  nature,    had 
forgone,  in  his  plan,  any  inquiry  into  fubjeds  of  that 
fort ;  but,   however  laudable  the  motives  of  tender- 
ncfs  upon  which  he  afted  certainly  were,  the  people, 
rouzed  by   the  urgency  of  their  neceflities  to  a  clofe 
examination  of  the  ftate  of  their  affairs,  and  into  the 
caufes  of  thofe  evils  which  they  experienced,  demand- 
ed a  more  ftrift  and  rigid  mode  of  conduct. 
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CHAP,  Though  it  was  evident,  on  the  firft  propoFai  of  this 
^3CKV1,^  motion,  that  it  was  to  meet  with  a  ftrong  and  dcter- 
jtIo^  mined  oppofition,  the  illnefs  of  the  fpeaker  delayed  it 
for  a  week.  On  its  revival,  February  21,  1780,  the 
minifler  moved  an  amendment,  reHri^ing  the  account 
to  thofe  pendons  only  which  were  paid  at  the  Exche- 
quer ;  but  this  he  afterwards  enlarged  to  the  giving  the 
general  amount  of  all  peniions,  but  without  any  fpe« 
cification  of  names,  or  particularly  of  fums.  This 
produced  very  long  and  warm  debates,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  the  miniiter  had  the  mortification  to  find  that 
his  power  was  on  the  decline,  and  that  he  had  now  to 
epcounter  fuch  an  oppofition  as  he  had  never  before  ex- 
perienced. SirGeorge  Saville's  motion  was  fupported  by 
Mr  Dunning,  Mr  By  ng,Mr  Burke,  Mr  Fox,  and  Colo- 
nel Barre ;  Miniftry  by  Lord  North,  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate of  Scotland,  and  the  Attorney-General,  Mr  Wed- 
derburn.  Lord  North  oppofed  the  motion  from  a  point 
of  delicacy.  To  expofe  the  neceflities  of  ancient  and 
noble  families,  whofe  fortunes  were  too  narrow  for  the 
fupport  of  their  rank,  to  the  prying  eye  of  malignant 
curiofity,  he  faid,  would  not  only  be  wanton,  but 
cruel.  To  expofe  the  man  who  had  a  penlion,  to  the 
envy  and  detra^ionof  him  who  had  none,  and  by  whom 
he  was  therefore  hated  ;  to  hold  him  up  as  ap  objed  for 
the  gratification  of  private  malice,  and  the  malevolence 
of  party,  merely  as  a  price  for  the  favour  conferred  on 
him  by  the  Crown,  would  be  furely  a  proceeding  in  its 
own  nature  equally  odious  and  contemptible.  Yet  thefe 
were  the  certain  efFedls  of  the  motion,  if  carried  ;  along 
with  the  furnilhing  out  matter  for  a  feaft  to  newfpaper 
and  party  writers,  to  be  by  them  dreft  up  as  they 
thought  proper,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  public, 
at  the  expence  of  the  worthieft,  nobleft,  and  moil  de- 
ferving  members  of  the  ftate.  He  had,  befides,  very 
fufficient  reafons  for  believing  that  the  true  ftate  of  the 
penfion  lift  was  very  little  known  and  underftood.  Se- 
veral large  falaries  were,  in  exchequer  language,  claiT- 
cJ  under  the  denomination  of  penfion^  and  accordhigly 
fwelled  the  payments  in  that  lift,  to  which  they  did  not 
properly  belong.  If  thefe  were  dedufted,  along  with  the 
four  (hillings  in  the  pound  tax  on  places  and  penfions,  the 
remaining  penfion  lift  would  be  found  not  to  exceed 
50,0001.  or  io,oool.  lefs  a  year  than  what  was  thought 
reafonable  by  Mr  Burke  in  his  plan  of  reform.  The 
country  meetings,  therefore,  muft  have  been  very  ill 
informed,  when  they  made  the  fuppofed  excefs  in  that 
'  department  a  leading  article  in  their  lift  of  grievances ; 
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aftd  he  was  certain,  that  if  the  people  of  England  knew  CHAP, 
that  all  they  could  exped,  by  e^poling  the  names  of    ^^^** 
fcvcral  honourable  perfons  on  the  peniion  lift,  would  '^'T^^ 
amouQt  to  no  more,  under  th€  moft  rigid  ccconomy, 
than  the  faving  of  a  few  thouiand   pounds   annually, 
their  hearts  would  revolt  at  the  idea  of  fuch  a  motion. 
He  concluded,  by  drawing  a  diftindion  between  the  ' 
money  granted  expreflly  to  Government  for  the  other 
public  fervioes  of  the  ftate,  and  that  allotedto  the  civil- 
lift  cftabliihment.     The  former  was  to  be  fpecifically 
applied,  and  the  proper  officers'wereanfwerableforthe 
dilpofal,  as  well  as  accountable  for  the  amount.    But 
the  money  granted  to  the  King  for  bis  civil-lift,  was 
granted  freely,  and  without  controul.    It  was  then  his 
pecfonal  property,  without  being  liable  to  any  reftric- 
tion  whatever  ;  and  was  as  fully  under  his  direction, 
and  as  entirely  at  his  difpofal,  as  the  rents  of  a  private 
eAate  could  be  to  the  owner.  ^ 

This  defence  of  the  minifter  was  treated  with  great, 
contempt.  Penfions  granted  for  real  fervice  to  the 
public,  they  faid,  were  marks  of  honour,  not  of  dif-  ^ 
grace.  Nor  did  thofe  granted  for  the  fupport  of  ancient 
and  honourable  families,  whofe  poverty  proceeded  froni 
the  fault  of  their  anceltors,  and  not  their  own,  convey 
the  fmalleft  reproach.  Ireland  afforded  a  living  proof 
within  their  own  knowledge,  that  fuch  notions  or  fup* 
pofed  delicacy  were  totally  idle  and  unfounded.  The, 
holders  of  penfions  in  that  country  were  to  the  full  as 
proud  and  as  delicate  as  thofe  under  the  fame  circum- 
iiances  in  this.  Yet  the  penfion  lift  in  that  kingdom 
was  every  fecond  year  laid  before  Parliament,  and 
publilhed  in  all  their  newfpapers,  without  its  produc- 
ing any  of  that  difgr  ace  and  uneaiinefs  to  individuals, 
ar^  without  opening  any  of  thofe  fources  of  detraAion 
and  malevolence,  of  which  the  minifter  now  feemed  tc^ 
be  fa  apprehenfive.  His  lordlhip  had,  they  faid,  en- 
deavoured with  uncommon  dexterity,  to  embarrafs 
natters,  and  render  th^  obje6l  of  purfuit  apparently  fa 
diminutive,  as  to  be  unworthy  of  the  national  attention. 
But,  even  granting  that  40  or  50,0001.  limply  conlV 
dcred,  was  no  great  objeft  of  concern  to  the  nation, 
yet  as  every  thing  muft  be  done  by  detail  in  order  tp 
become  'great,  it  was  ridiculous  to  contend,  that  fuch, 
and  even  teller  fums,  were  not  proper  to  be  attended  to 
in  any  fcheme  refpefting  the  national  expenditure. 
Money,  however,  they  faid,  was  only  a  fecondary 
objeft  at  prefent,  cither  with  the  petitioners  or  them- 
iblves.    The  firft  and  great  objeft  of  both,  was  the 
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c  HAP.  deftniftion  of  that  undue  and  corrupt  influence  which 
^'^^''  had  been  the  fource  of  that  ruinous  expence  under 

^^^^X^  which  the  nation  wa6  finking.  If  by  cutting  off  40  or 
50,000!.  a  year  from  tlte  means  of  that  corruption,  it 
was  thus  poflible  to  exclude  forty  or  fifty  voters  frooi 
that  impenetrable  parliamentary  phalanx,  on  whom  no 
reafon,  argument,  or  aft'eftion  for  their  country  was 
ever  capable  of  making  an  impreflion,  or  of  deterring 
from  an  adherence  to  the  miniller  of  the  day,  whoever 
he  might  be,  or  in  whatever  predicament  he  might 
ftand,  it  would  be  gaining  an  objed  of  no  fmall  impor- 
tance, and  prove  in  the  event  a  means  of  faving  much 
larger  fums.  Had  fuch  faving  taken  place,  America 
would  ftill  have  continued  to  be  the  ftrength  and  glory 
of  this  nation. 

The  offer  made  by  the  minifter,  of  giving  an  ac- 
count only  of  thofe  penlions  that  were  regularly  paid 
at  the  public  offices  of  the  Exchequer,  was  treated  with 
ridicule.  This  was  a  degree  of  information  which  any 
man  in  the  kingdom  might  eafily  obtain,  by  a  proper 
application.  But  the  prefent  inquiries  were  direfted  to 
penfions  of  another  nature.  They  refpcfted  temporary 
penfions ;  fuch  a3  were  paid  during  pleafure,  for 
the  purpofes  of  parliamentary  corruption.  On  this 
head,  Mr  Byng  declared  it  as  a  fad,  founded  on  au- 
thority which  bef.  could  not  doubt  that  the  minifter,  at 
the  clofe  of  every  feffion,  had  a  fettlement  of  fuch 
penlions  to  make ;  that  a  private  lift  of  names,  with 
the  feveral  fums  proportioned  to  their  refpective  Cervi- 
ces or  merits,  was  then  produced ;  and  that  as  foon  as 
the  money  was  paid,  the  paper  was  burnt,  in  order  to 
leave  no  memory  of  the  tranfaftion.  Here  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland  interfered,  and  called  on  the  Op- 
pofition,  if  they  were  pofTeflTed  of  any  proofs,  to  come 
forward  with  them,  and  name  the  delinquents;  but 
not  to  throw  about  charges  of  fuch  a  nature  at  random, 
if  they  were  not  able  to  fupport  and  eftablilh  them. 
But  to  this  it  was  replied.  That  the  learned  gentle- 
man well  knew  they  could  not  pofTibly  pofTefs  the  fpe- 
•  cies  of  evidence  which  the  rules  of  that  Houfe  render- 
ed neceffary  to  fix  fuch  fpecific  charges.  The  great 
objeft  of  the  motion  .was  to  obtain  that  very  evidence 
which  was  now  demanded,  but  which  the  minifter  ab- 
folutely  refufed  to  grant,  at  the  fame  time  that  while 
his  advocates  faw  the  means  were  withheld,  they  bold- 
ly demanded  the  evidence  which  could  not  be  given 
without  them. 

It  was  totally  denied  that  the  civil-lift  revenue  was 
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fai  any  manner  of  way  to  be  compared  to  that  of^  a  pri-  C  H  A  p. 
▼ate  eilate.     Great  part  df  it  was  applied  to  national  ^,^?Xi^ 
pnrpofes,  and  to  the  fupport  of  the  fplendour  of  the     ^^go, 
Crown«     Parliament  had  a  right,  and  had  been  in  ufe, 
to  make  inquiry  into  the  application ;  and  were  it  other-^ 
wife^  the  whole  might  be  perverted  and  applied  to  the 
moft  dangerous  purpofes. 

In  this  debate  the  minifter  was  left  almoft  entirely 
alone,  except  what  little  aififtance  was  given  by  the 
two  crown  lawyers*  Upon  which  Colonel  Barre  re^ 
BUtrkedi  that  not  one  Engliihman  had  dared  to  ftand 
up,  in  the  courfe  of  the  whole  day,  to  fupport  the  mi« 
nifter  f  and  that  one  of  his  two  friends  enjoyed  line-*- 
eure  places  in  Scotland,  while  the  other  was  looking 
up  to  the  firft  fituation  in  the  law  department  of  En- 
gland. The  minifter  being  therefore  prodigioufly  har* 
raffed,  and  frequently  obliged  to  fhift  his  ground,  his 
temper  was  not  a  little  ruffled.  However,  the  difpute 
was  at  laft  carried  in  his  favour  by  a  majority  of  no  more 
than  two,  there  being  for  Lord  North's  amendment 
i88,  againft  it  i86.  Oppodtion  were  exafperated  at 
their  defeat;  being  perfuaded  that  they  had  (hrength 
enough  to  have  gained  their  point,  could  they  have 
perfuaded  all  their  friends  at  that  time  in  town  to  at- 
tend. Sir  George  Saville  declared,  that  the  motion,  in 
ks  prefent  ftate,  was  totally  changed  from  what  he  had 
propofed,  and  could  not  convey  to  his  conftituents  that 
information  which  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  endea- 
vour to  procure ;  he  Ihould  therefore  give  the  matter 
entirely  up,  and  for  the  future  never  trouble  himfelf  or 
his  friends,  by  fruitlefsiy  oppollng  miniAers  in  whatever 
point  they  had  determined  to  carry. 

In  the  beginning  of  March  the  miniver  furprifed  the  Lord 
Houfe  with  the  publication  of  his  fcheme  for  the  ap- North's 
potntment  of  a  commiifion  of  accounts.     He  obferved,^*"^^^j°^ 
that  the  amount,  the  increafe,  and  the  manner  of  con-  fion  of  ad 
duding  the  public  expenditure,  had  of  late  afforded  counts, 
continual  topics  of  debate,  con verfation,  and  complaint ;  ^"  ^^  ' 
that  it  had  been  even  propofed,  to  withhold  the  fup- 
plies  for  thofe  parts  of  the  public  fervice  for  which  elH- 
mates  were  not  previoufly  produced ;  but  with  regard 
to  this  he  might  repeat  what  he  had  already  faid,  that 
while  we  were  engaged  in  a  widely  extended  and  ex«> 
peniive  war,  it  would  be  impolfible,  in  many  inltances, 
to  make  previous  eftimates.    However,  as  he  wifhed, 
as  heartily  as  any  eentleman,  to  give  the  fiillefl  fatis*" 
fadion  to  the  Houle,  he  had  for  that  pvirpofe  propofed 
a  commiffion  of  accounts.    A  commtflion,  he  thought. 

Vol.  VI.  T 
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CHAP,  would  have  many  advantages  over  a  commitlee  of  ac- 
yjr^j^  counts^  as  it  might  be  ftrengthened  with  powers  im- 
1780.  poilible  to  be  inveited  in  the  latter;  particularly  the  call- 
ing for  papers  of  all  forts,  and  the  examination  of  wit* 
neifes  upon  oath.  To  obviate,  however,  fome  reSedions 
that  had  been  thrown  out  relative  to  the  committee  to  be 
appointed,  he  intended  to  make  it  a  provition  in  his  in- 
tended bill,  that  the  commiifioRers  be  refpedlable,  in- 
telligent, and  independent  gentlemen,  who  were  not 
members  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

This  was  fo  far  from  giving  fatisfadlion  to  the  oppo- 
fite  party,  that  Colonel  Barre,  the  firft  propofcr  of  the 
bufiners,  complained  of  it  as  a  procedure  of  which  the 
hiftory  of  Parliament  could  fcarce  produce  an  equal* 
His  fcheme  had  been  founded  on  a  wiili  to  ferve  the  pub- 
lic, and  a  wiih  to  check  the  profufion  of  thofe  who  ma- 
naged the  public  expenditure ;  but  th)s  ftrong  arm  of 
the  miniiter  had  wreited  it  out  of  his  bands,  and  put  an 
end  to  his  labours.  He  had  called  upon  the  noble  lord 
to  know  whether  he  would  aifift  him  or  not,  for  two 
reaibns — the  one,  that  he  knew  nothing  effeduai  could 
be  done  in  oppoiition  to  his  power  $  the  other,  that  he 
knew  it  would  be  impoihble,  without  the  aid  of  his  au- 
thority, to  penetrate  into  the  arcana  of  many  matters 
which  loudly  demanded  invcAigation.  He  had  not  in- 
deed been  without  hope,  that  he  might  have  interefted 
his  lordlhip  in  the  inquiry  by  making  him  a  plirty.  But 
initead  of  giving  aililbnce,  he  faid,  his  lordJhip  had 
made  himi'eif  at  once  the  principal ;  and  without  once 
confultingor  adviiing  with  him;  without  any  compan- 
ion of  fcheme,  or  communication  of  defign,  now  came 
out  with  a  plan  of  his  own,  dt  the  very  ini\ant  that 
he  had  brought  his  to  the  point  aimed  at.  His  oppoii- 
tion, however,  was  not  the  effect  of  difappointinent. 
He  ihould  be  falisfied,  provided  the  end  was  obtained  ; 
but  he  inlii\ed,  that  the  fchemes  were  eflfentially  dif- 
ferent, and  that  of  the  miniiler,  made  not  to  fuppl/ 
but  counterad  the  other. 
Proceed-  While  oppofiiioii  were  thus  reprobating  the  mini- 
'^^;^;",j^;;  Iter's  plan,  Mr  Burke's  (jeconomical  bill,  having  been 
c(tnomical  read  a  firit  time,  was  propofed  for  a  fecond  reading. 
bill.  This  feenied  very   diiagreeable  to   the  minifler,    who 

charged  the  minority  with  precipitating  a  meafure  not 
fuificiently  conlidered  ;  until  at  lait  being  called  upon 
to  declare,  whether  he  would  oppofe  it  on  the  fecond 
reading,  or  let  it  go  to  a  committee,  he  declared,  after 
nmch  apparent  irrcfolution,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
oppofe  it.   The  bill  being  thearead  a  fecond  time  witiir 
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tifot  oppofition,  another  debate  enfiied  on  its  commit-  CHAP, 
ment/    Mr  Bnrke  infifted  on  its  being  committed  the  J^Zij 
enfning  day,  and  the  minifter  that  it  ihould  be  delayed     ,780. 
for  fome  lime.     The  reafons  given  on  his  part  were, 
the  vaft  magnitude  and  variety  of  the  objeds  included 
init  •  though  by  Oppofition  it  was  imputed  to  the  delire 
of  procraftinating   an  event  which  he  copld  not  get  to- 
tally rid  of.     After  fome  altercation,    however,   the 
qneftion  was  carried  in  favour  of  the  minifter  by  230  to 

'95- 

In  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  for  taking   the  March  8. 

bill  into  confideration,  doubts  were  fuggefted  by  Mr 
Rigby,  paymafter  of  the  forces,  concerning  the  com- 
petency of  Parliament  to  confider  any  thing  relative  to 
the  expenditure  of  the  civil  liit.  For  his  own  part,  he 
faid,  he  had  confidered,  and  always  fliould,  that  the 
civil-Un  revenue  was  as  much  and  as  fully  his  Majefty's 
property  as  any  determinable  eftate  was  the  property  of 
a  private  pcrfon.  It  had  been  fettled  on  his  Majefty 
for  life  at  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  which  was  an  in- 
tereft  no  power  on  earth  could  deprive  him  of  without 
manifeftinjuJtice  ;  of  confequence,  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  propofeda  controul  of  the  civil  liil,  and  an  ap- 
propriation of  the  favings  to  arife  from  the  reform,  was 
an  attempt  no  lefs  contrary  to  precedent  than  to  juilice, 
and  would,  in  faft,  reduce  the  Sovereign  to  the  fbte 
of  a  precarious  penfioner,  whofe  uncertain  ftipend  would 
at  all  times  be  liable  to  (till  further  redu^icyi.  But  to 
what  purpofe  was  fuch  manifeft  injustice  offered  ?  To 
leffen  the  fuppofed  influence  of  the  Crown.  He  had 
heard  a  great  deal  about  this  inHuen<!e  ;  but  he  believ- 
ed, from  experience,  that  it  was  never  lefs  than  at  that 
time. 

Though  Oppofition  now  contended,  that  the  full 
principle  of  the  bill  had  been  already  admitted,  yet  they 
did  not  think  proper  to  infift  much  on  that  head,  but 
mdantly  entered  with  great  vigour  into  the  debate  of 
the  competency  of  the  meafure.  The  minilters,  though 
very  much  difpofed  to  adopt  the  oppofite  doctrine,  were 
by  no  means  pleafed  at  the  introdudion  of  fuch  a  fubjedl 
at  this  time,  and  in  the  temper  in  which  the  nation  in 
general  wat  at  prcfent.  They  endeavoured,  therefore, 
to  get  rid  of  it  as  handfomely  as  they  could,  by  applaud- 
ing the  dodrine,  and  complimenting  the  ipeakers  in 
favour  of  it  ;  but  declined  the  confideration  of  the 
merits  of  the  queftion^tfelf,  on  account  of  its  being  an 
abltraft  propoiition,  which  it  was  improper  to  difcufs, 
unlefs  it  had  been  introduced  in  public  bufinefs  imrnedi* 
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CHAP,  ately  before  the  Hoofe*  Oppoiitioa,  heiweter^  ^^w^ 
J^^i^^  by  no  means  inclined  to  fuffer  them  taefcape  from  tb^ 
1780.  dilemma  in  which  they  were  involved.  Mr  Fosc  ati- 
tacked  the  doArine  with  all  that  Areogth  of  argnmeQe, 
gnd  keennefs  of  irony  and  fatire,  for  which  he  teid  beem 
all  along  fo  much  diflinguiihed.  He  infiited,  that  tbis 
queftion  muft  be  firU  got  rid  of  before  the  fubjed  of  th^ 
bill  could  be  at  all  difcufied.  And  he  concluded  a  moft 
animated  fpeech  by  declaring^  that  if  the  propcfitioa 
fhould  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  Houfe,  he 
ihould  confider  his  toils  and  labours  at  an  end  ;  and  as 
his  prefence  there  could  be  of  no  farther  ufe  or  confe* 
quence,  he  fhould  never  again  enter  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  friends  of  adminiifaration  ia«- 
Afted,  that  Mr  Rigby's  propofition  did  not  by  any 
means  involve  a  denial  of  the  right  to  retcM-m  abufes  ^ 
t>ut  only  aflcrted  the  injuf^ice  of  interfei  ing  with  the 
civil'lift  expenditure,  without  proper  proof  of  abuiis 
previous  to  the  interference.  This  maxim,  they  faid,  ws^ 
lupported  by  the  conftitution,  admitting  the  right  t^ 
exiil  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  in  which  it  had  been  llaCf  4 
or  fuppofed  on  the  other  iide.  But  as  the  purport  of  the 

f^ropoiition  had  already  been  mifconceived  or  mifrepre* 
ented  within  docNTS,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  its  b^ng 
much  more  fo  out  of  doors  ;  nor  could  they  derive  the 
extreme  eagernefs  (hewn  by  Oppofition  to  brinj^ 
the  honourable  gentleman's  propofal  under  difcufliou^ 
from  any  other  motive  than  a  deiire  to  fiimifti  grounds 
for  falfe  reports,  if  the  Houfe  ihould  agree  to  it. 

This  mode  of  reafoning  was  much  ridiculed  by  tht 
leaders  of  Oppofition.  The  fuppqfed  injuflice  of  inquiry 
before  proof,  they  (aid,  was  in  the  higheA  degree  abiiird  ^ 
being  in  truth  the  fame  with  aflerting,  that  though  a 
9nan  ought  to  be  puniflied  for  the  commiifian  of  a  crime, 
it  would  be  unjuit  to  try  him  until  his  guilt  were  fully 
proved,  The  queftion  being  at  length  put,  Whether 
the  Houfe  (hpuld  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  Mr 
Purke's  bill,  or  firftenterinto  a  difcuiSionof Mr  Rigby'i 
propolition  P-^r-it  was  decided  in  favour  of  minifbry  by  n 
majority  only  of  fix  ;  a  moft  unufual  divifion  on  the 
part  of  the  minority,  which  was  rendered  ftill  more  re- 
markable by  the  circumftance  of  Mr  Rigby's  voting  in 
f if ftclaufc  tjje  minority,  and  in  direft  pppofitio^i  to  all  hi$  friend&io 

cilice  of  The  firft  claufe  in  the  bill  was  that  for  abolifliing  the 
Third  Sc-  office  of  Third  Secretary  of  Stato^  called  alfo  Secretary 
stair^rc^  ^^^  ^^^  Colonies  ;  and  which  was  afterwards  modified 
iftS^ci  ^  IV  tt?  fmfie  ^eJfcripuon  of  Qp^  pf  bi^  Majefty's  Prii^ici. 
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fat  Secr<euric9  of  State.   The  principal  argufneots  uftil  c  H.  a  p, 
m  favour  of  aclmmiitration  were.  That  Parliament  had  c^Y^ 


ao  right  to  interfere  m  the  civil-lift  expenditure ;  and  ^PaoT 
even  though  this  right  fliould  be  granted,  it  could  only 
bie  in  cafea  of  grofs  abufe,  previoufly  and  Inconteftibly 
proved.    Wbm  that  was  once  done,  the  Houfe  was  un«> 
donbcedly  competent  to  point  out  to  the  Sovereign  the 
proper  «iode  of  removing  and  correding  them  :  but  tha£ 
«Bode   was  not  by  paifing  a  law  of   refumption;   a 
method  which,  if  at  all  reibrted  to,  fhould  only  be  in 
cafes  of  the  bit  extremity ,  when  all  other  means  had  been 
cried  and  fouiad  tneffedtual.  They  ought  likewi(ie  to  con- 
£der  what  the  aboliihment  led  to.     The  claufe  before 
tfaem  jnad^  but  a  part,  and  a  very  fmall  one,  of  the 
•lultifarioiis  bill  to  which  it  belonged.     But  if  tht 
propriety  of  this  dauie  (hould  be  eiiablifiied,  the  fame 
principle  would  reach  to  every  other  part  of  the  bill, 
and  even  the  domeitic  arrangements  of  his  Majefty 
wttbia  the  palace  would    be  diihirbed.      Befuies   it 
could  not,  with  any  ihadow  of'jufUce,  be  aiierted  ei» 
ther  that  the  place  was  a  finecure,  or  that  it  was  ato 
tended  with  exorbitant  fees,    perquifites,   or  enioki* 
ments ;  that  it  was  a  heavy  or  expeniive  eftabiiihment^ 
#r  a  great  fource  of  influence  in  the  Houfis.   If  it  fliould 
be  faid  that  it  was  ufelefs  or  unneceflary,  it  was  incum^ 
bent  on  thofe  who  oaade  the  afiertion  to  produce  fouie 
proof ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  ought  to  eftablilb 
the  right,  as  well  as  ihew  the  expediency  of  interfering 
with  the  Sovereign  in  inch  an  indelicate  manner,  aa 
that  of  refuining  a  gift  which  had  been  once  granted 
him,  and  that  too  on  bis  acceflion  ;  a  grant  which  he 
received  as  a  compenfaiion  for  the  ample  revenue  to 
which  he  was  entitled  from  the  very  inflant  he  was  pro* 
claimed  King.     On  this  occafion  it  was  alfo  argued, 
that  there  had  been  a  third  fecretary  of  ihte  as  early  as 
the  reign  of  Edward  VL  and  even  in  the  late  reign, 
which  was  now  the  fafliton  to  hold  out  as  the  pureft  mo- 
del of  political  virtue,  it  had  fubliiied  for  feveral  years  $ 
fo  that  it  was  in  fad  no  new  office,  but  an  old  one  re* 
vived.     But  whether  the  oiEce  was  old  or  new,  an  otv 
jeftion  of  great  weight  was,  that  it  gave  rife  to  a  mcft 
dangerous  precedent,  and  eftabliihed  it  as  a  maxisn, 
diat  the  legiflature  were  the  only  proper  judges  of  tfa« 
detailed  exercife  of  the  executive  power.     This  would 
itfbft  not  only  every  eftabliibment  already  made,  but 
which  might  hereafter  be  made ;  at  the  fame  time,  that 
itdiveftfid  the  crown  of  one  of  its  moit  valuable  rights 
lod  prf;i»|ativ£s,  and  wpuld  diiable  it  from  dUcharging 
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CHAP-  thofe  duties  which  were  vefted  in.it  by  the  conftitution, 
y^^^j  hy  taking  away  the  right  and  excrcife  of  judgment 
jy^^    with  rcfpeft  to  the  manner  in  which  it  could  moft  faith- 
fully and  eifeAually  difcharge  thofe  duties. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  belides  urging  a  variety  of  argu- 
ments in  the  moft  violent  manner,  the  Oppofition  en- 
deavored to  ihew^  that  the  hiftorical  fadls  adduced  by 
adminiftration,  in  order  to  prove  that  an  effice  fimilar 
to  that  now  in  difpute  had  formerly  exifted,  were  only 
fo  many  attempts  to  (hew,  that  though  the  ufeleflhefs 
of  an  office  was  difcovered  upon  trial,  it  ought  never- 
thelefs  to  be  continued.  The  queftion  was  not  with 
regard  to  the  cuftoms  of  ancient  or  modern  princes,  but 
merely  with  refped  to  the  utility  of  the  o&ce.  Oa  this 
fubjed  it  was  fuificient  to  obferve,  that  the  nation  had 
rifen  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  glory  and  power,  as  well 
as  increafed  in  population,  to  a  degree  unknown  in 
ocher  nations,  when  no  more  than  two  fecretaries  of 
ftate  were  employed ;  nay,  it  was  contended,  that  every 
happy  feature  in  that  pi&ure  had  difappeared  on  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  third  lecretary.  That  appointment  had 
been  the  means  of  not  only  loiing  the  colonies,  but 
converting  tlicm  into  our  moft  bitter  enemies ;  and, 
along  with  the  lofs  of  our  colonies  and  commerce,  we 
had  fuffered  fuch  difgrace  in  the  eyes  of  every  Euro- 
pean power,  as  this  country  had  never  before  experien- 
ced. The  argument  on  the  part  of  Oppofirion  was 
concluded  by  obferving,  that  to  a  ftranger  it  would 
icem,  from  the  reafoning  made  ufe  of  by  adminiftration, 
that  they  were  endeavoring  to  deprive  the  King  of  the 
money  allotted  for  his  privy  purfe,  or  to  curtail  the 
means  of  his  perfonal  pleafures,  amufementst  or  fatisfac- 
tion.  No  perfon,  however,  could  be  fo  blind  as  not  to 
perceive  that  the  objefts  were  totally  diftin^.  The 
propdfed  reform  went  to  that  great  part  of  the  civil-lift 
eftabliihment,  which,  being  dedicated  to  public  purpo- 
fes,  was  confequently  liable  to  public  reform ;  and  in 
which  the  Sovereign,  acting  only  as  the  truftee  of  the 
people,  could  have  no  other  intereft  than  that  which 
was  fo  conftantly  denied,  of  fupporting  an  undue  and 
corrupt  influence.  But,  at  any  rate,  that  revenue,  like 
all  others,  muft  be  afFeded  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
times,  and  proportioned  to  the  ability  of  the  public  by 
which  it  was  granted  and  paid.  At  the  acceilion  of  his 
Majefty,  when  a  large  revenue  was  granted  and  paid 
for  life,  the  nation  was  great,  flouriihing,  and  glori- 
ous beyond  example.  The  liberality  of  the  grant  was 
fuited  to  the  bappinels  of  the  time.    The  foudleft  no- 
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ticc  was  not  then  given  of  the  fatal  defigns  which  lay  C  H  A  ?• 
in  embryo,  or  of  the  ruinous  meafures  that  were  to  be  J^i.Y*i/ 
parfued.  At  that  time  the  iofs  of  America  and  our  Weft     i^so. 
India  Iflands  was  not  fo  much  as  dreamed  of.  It  was  evi- 
dent then,  that  the  fuperftrudure  could  have  no  greater 
ftabiiity  than  the  foundation.     Even  fuppofing,  what 
can  never  be  admitted,  that  the  granters  had  no  power 
of  revocation,  ftill  the  revenue  muft  depend  upon  their 
ability  to  pay  it.     To  fuppofe  that  the  eftabiilhments  of 
the  Sovereign  would  not  be  aiFeded  by  the  public  dif- 
trefies  and  calamities  of  the  country,  was  fuch  an  ab- 
furdity  as  not  to  deferve  any  anfwer  or  notice.     It  was 
icarcely  le(sthan  treafon  to  royalty  even  to  fuppofe  that 
the  Sovereign  would  not  willingly  participate  in  the 
evil  as  well  as  the  good  fortune  of  his  fubjedts. 

At  a  quarter  before  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
Committee  divided,  and  the  Office  of  Third  Secretary    ^ 
of  State  was  preferved  by  a  majority  of  no  more  than 
feven,  the  numbers  being  208  againlt  201. 

The  ininifters  finding  themfelves  fo  violently  attack- 
ed both  within  and  without  doors,  rather  chofe  to  op- 
pofe  their  antagoniiis  indireftly  in  order  to  gain  time* 
They  brought  the  low  itate  of  the  majorities  as  an  ar- 
gument to  prove  that  the  influence  of  the  crown  was 
not  increafed;  while  Oppolition  contended,  that  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  divifions  was  owing  to  the  temper 
€f  the  people  without  doors. 

In  the  next  claufe  of  the  bill  the  Oppofition  were  Second 
more  fuccefsfuK     This  was  the  abolition  of  the  J^^rd^aboUaiing 
of  Trade.     On  this  fubjeft  the  opponents  of  miniitry  the  Board 
endeavoured  to  prove,  tliat  the  Board  in  queflion  was  of  Trade, 
totally  inefficient  and  ufelefs ;  or,  if  at  any  time  it  was  t?°^*^V 
adive,  it  became  either  mifchievous  or  ridiculous ;  but 
of  late  it  had  dwindled  into  a  mere  finecure  office,  which 
anfwered  no  other  pnrpofe,   than   that  of  providing 
eight  members  for  Parliament,  and  fecuring  their  votes 
to  the  minifter  by  a  penfion  of  a  thoufand  a  year  each. 
On  this  occalion  it  was  fhewn,  that  when  the  bulinelsof 
trade  and  plantations  had  been  managed  by  a  Commit- 
tee of  Council  without  falaries,  it  had  been  attended 
hy  peribns  of  greater  rank,  weight,  and  ability,  and 
that  much  more  difficult  and  delicate  bufinefs  was  tranf- 
a&ed  with  more  expedition  and  fatisfaftion  than  after 
the  appointment  of  the  Board  of  Trade.    The  queftion 
was  called  after  two  in  the  morning,  when  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Board  was  carried  againlt  mini(\ry  by  a  ma- 
jority of  eight;  the   numbers  being  207  againit   199. 
home  members  in  Oppolition  had  endeavoured  to  per- 
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C  H  A  P.fbade  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  withdraw  before  dte  diTi* 
XXVI.  g^j^^  QQ  ^jjg  footing  of  decency  :  but  the  queftion  waf 
^^^  too  intereiVing  for  them  to  make  any  facriiice  to  deli* 

cacy  an<l  pundilio  on  fuch  an  occaiion^ 
DiiFcrcnce  During  the  debates  on  this  fubje^  it  was  iirft  difcov* 
*h''^^t^if  ^^^^  '^^'  '^^  miniftcr  and  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  tb« 
Jg^j]^^i°Ji!fpeakcrof  theHoufcof  Gommons,  were  on  bad  terms. 
Fletcher  Mr  Fox  having  called  up  the  latter  to  give  his  private 
Nortou.  opinion  as  a  member,  and  his  profelTional  one  as  a  law- 
yer, on  the  competency  of  P&rliafoeat  to  controijd  the 
civil-lift  revenue,  the  fpeaker,  after  dating  fevcral 
other  reaibns  againft  complying  with  Mr  Fox's reqacft, 
declared  alfo,  that  he  had  formerly  given  an  opinion 
with  regard  to  a  law  queflion  in  that  Houfe,  (fuppofed 
to  allude  to  a  claufe  in  the  royal  marriage  bill),  which 
not  only  fubjeded  him  to  a  mifinterpretation  of  his  con« 
duA ;  but  he  had  alfo  the  misfortune  to  find,  that  htf 
had  thereby  given  offence  in  a  quarter  where  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  intend  to  wifh  to  give  any.  He  then 
took  notice,  that  the  miuifter  lud  long  withdrawn 
from  him  all  kind  of  friendfhip  and  confidence.  That 
from  the  time  of  hts  reporting  the  fenfe  of  that  Houfis  at 
the  bar  of  th:?  other,  on  delivering  the  money  bills  for 
the  difcharge  of  the  civil4ift  debts,  and  the  encreaie 
of  its  revenue,  all  appearances  of  friendihip  and  con- 
fidence had  ceafed  on  the  part  of  the  miniftry  ;  tho'  he 
was  ftill  at  a  lofs  to  gucfs  what  jufl  caufe  of  offence  he 
had  given.  Afcerapologiz'mg  for  his  condud  on  that 
occadon,  and  giving  fome  hints  of  a  recent  injury  he 
hdd  received,  he  declared,  that  he  was  not  a  friend  to 
the  minifler,  and  he  had  repeated  and  convincing 
proofs  that  the  minifter  was  no  friend  to  him.  The 
time,  however,  was  not  yet  arrived  when  it  would  be  pre* 
per  to  make  the  circumitances  of  the  tranfadion  public  i 
but,  if  the  noble  lord  did  not  do  himjuftice,  he  would 
ftate  the  particulars  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  he  would  ful> 
niit  to  tl)em,  how  far  4ie  was  bound  to  remain  in  a 
lituation,  where  a  performance  of  the  duties  annexed 
to  it  fubjedted  him  to  grofi  and  flagrant  injury. 

The  miniiter  expreiTed  the  greateft  furprife  at  this 
charge,  as  well  as  ignorance  concerning  any  thing  that 
could  poiTibly  have  given  occafion  to  it|  which  at 
length  induced  Sir  Fletcher  to  depart  from  his  propel 
ed  intention  of  keeping  fecret  the  injury  he  had  re- 
ceived, and  to  lay  it  before  the  Houfe.  It  was  ftated 
by  Sir  Fletcher,  that,  upon  the  death  of  the  late 
fpeaker,  he  had  been  ftrongly  folicited  by  the  niinifler 
at  that  time  (the  Duke  of  Grafton)  to  accept  of  the 
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konourable  ftation  of  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com-  chap. 
mens.     As  he  had  then  feveral  very  ihong  objeftions    ^^^*" 
to  his  acceptance  of  the  place  in  queftion  ;  particular-   ^TtsoT' 
ly,  that  his  bufinefs  as  a  lawyer  would  thereby  be  in- 
temipted  ;   the  minifter  endeavoured  to  remove  that 
obje(ftion,  by   promiling,  that  in  confequence  of  the 
advantages  he  had  given  up,  he  fhould  be  ei\titled  to 
hold  the  finecure  place  of  Chief  Juftice  in  Eyre,  which 
he  now  poflefled.     But  notwithitanding  this,  he  had 
lately  difcovered,  to  his  great  furprife,  that  a  negocia- 
tion  was  then  on  foot  between  the  prefent  minifter,  and 
the  chief  judge  of  one  of  the  courts,   by   vvhich  the 
latter  wa?  to  retire  on  a  penfion,  far  the  purpofe  of 
another  to  fupply  his  place,  and  to  the  utter  fubverfion 
of  his  own  claim.    He  affured  the  committee,  that  he 
never  meant  t.o  challenge  their  attention  upon  any  fub- 
jeft  merely  perfonal  to  himfelf :    but  thinking  at  all 
times,  that  nothing  ought  to  be  kept  more  pure  and 
unpolluted   than  the  fountains  of  public  juftice,    he 
could  not  but  feel  when  any  meafure  was  adopted,  under 
whatever  pretext,  that  might  afford  even  a  colour  of 
their  being  corrupted,    or  that  any  improper  means 
were  ufed  for  rendering  the  courts  of  juftice  lubfervient 
to  party  and  to  faftious  views ;  on  which  account,  he 
thought  h  incumbent  upon  him  to  relate  the  whole 
traniaftion.     Money,  he  faid,  had   been   propofed  to 
be  given  and  received  to  a  very  large  amount,  to  bring 
about  the  arrangement  he  had  mentioned ;    and  he 
pledged  himfelf  to  the  Houfe,  that  at  a  proper  time  he 
would  bring  a  fatisfaftory  proof  of  what  he  had  af- 
fcrted. 

To  all  this  the  minifter  replied,  that  he  did  not  look 
upon  himfelf  to  be  refponilble  for  any  promife  which 
might  have  been  made  by  his  predeceuors  in  office. 
He  did  not  queftion  the  account  given  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  of  the  coniiderations  on  which  he 
had  accepted  the  chair ;  but  he  could  fairly  anfwer, 
that  he  neither  knew  of  the  tranfaftions  at  the  time, 
nor  looked  upon  himfelf  as' bound,  when  he  did  come 
into  office,  by  any  fuch  promife.  With  refpeft  to  the 
fpeaker's  affertion,  that  a  negociation,  fuch  as  he  had 
dcfcribed,  was  on  foot,  and  that  money  had  been  pro- 
pofed to  be  given  and  received,  he  totally  denied  it ; 
affkring  the  fpeakcr,  that  he  had  been  grofily  mifin- 
formed  ;  and,  as  he  himfelf  was  accufed  of  being  one 
of  the  acting  parties,  he  was  entitled  to  fay,  that  no 
fuch  negociation  was  on  foot. 
This  produced  fuch  a  fcene  of  altercation  between 
Vou  VL  U 
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CHAP,  thefe  two  illuftrious  antagoni(h  as  had  never  before 
^^^^'  been  exhibited  in  the  Britifh  Parliament ;  but  though 
^"^^^  the  affair  made  a  great  noife  at  the  time,  it  produced 
no  farther  effed,  tljaa  that  of  furniftiing  Oppofition 
with  a  new  argument,  namely,  that  the  alarming  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  had  not  only  pervaded,  but  dif< 
turbed  every  part  of  the  national  ceconomy.  In  the 
mean  time,  howeMer,  the  arrangement  which  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton  had  attributed  to  a  negociation  denied 
by  the  minifter  to  exift,  took  place  in  the  fame  manner 
as  though  the  negociation  had  actucllly  exiited,  and  had 
its  full  effect. 
Duel  be-  «  Thefe  con  ten  fions,  however,  now  fliewed, their  per- 
twiKt  Mr  nicious  and  fatal  effeds,  in  producing  a-  duel  betwixt 
Fuliarton  Mr  Fullarton  and  the  Earlof  ShelbtTrne,  in  confequence 
EaVo/  ^^  foraeftriftures  which  had  been  paffed  in  the  Houfe  of 
Shciburnc  Lords,  on  the  appointment  of  the  former  to  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army,  and  the  command  of 
an  intended  new  regiment.  Some  expreifions  ufed  on  this 
March  20.  Qj.^.3(iQj^  induced  Mr  Fullarton,  on  the  20th  of  March, 
to  take  notice  of  the  fubjeft  in  his  place,  as  member 
pf  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  before  any  farther  i\ep& 
were  taken  for  obtaining  fatisfadion  otherwife.  The 
reflec'lions,  as  he  underltood,  were  extremely  grofss 
the  noble  Earl  had  termed  him  a  clerk,  and,  in  the 
moil  contemptuous  manner  declared,  that  a  clerk  ought 
not  to  be  trufted  with  a  regiment.  But,  while  he  was 
proceeding  in  a  ftrain  of  perfonal  inveftivc  againft  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne  by  name,  Mr  Fox  called  him  to 
order,  and  exclaimed  againAthe  unparliamentary  mode 
of  (bating  in  one  Houfe  what  was  done  in  the  other,  as 
well  as  of  mentioning  peers  by  name  ;  a  prai^ice  not  to 
he  endured,  and  contrary  to  every  rule  of  the  Houfe. 
After  ftating  the  impc>fribility  of  knowing,  whether  the 
words  alluded  to  were  really  fpoken  or  not,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  argue  the  impropriety  of  confidering  what 
\yas  faid  in  debate  as  a  perfonal  attack.  On  that  footings 
he  muit,  once  for  all,  declare,  that,  if  fuch  a  cuftom 
prevailed,  all  freedom  of  debate  mud  ceafe ;  and  he  con- 
tended, that  the  moft  eflential  of  all  the  rights  of  Parlia- 
ment would  be  loft,  if  it  were  once  admitted  as  a  prin- 
ciple, that  a  perfonal  affront  was  offered  to  gentlemen 
whenever  their  names  and  public  conduft  were  men*, 
tinned  in  debate.  The  minifter,  as  weU  as  feveral 
other  members  on  the  fide  of  adminiftration  inter* 
fered  :  but,  after  nuich  altercation,  Mr  Fullarton  ftiU 
continued  to  defend  himfelf,  by  obferving^  that  the 
.npbkEarl  had  atucked  him  by  name  ;  and  he  now  fuc- 
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ttar  vindicated  himfelf  "by  tnforming  the  Houfe,  that  his  C  H  A  P; 
Lordfhip  had  faid,  that  he  (Mr  Fullarton)  and  his  regi-  J^^JXIi 
ttient,  wouid  be  as  ready  to  draw  their  i'words  againft  x^gQ. 
die  hberties  of  their  country  as  againrt  its  foes.  His 
refentmenc  therefore  being  increafed,  inftead  ot  being 
diminiihed,  by  what  pafled  in  the  Houfe,  a  duel  lookMarch^?* 
place  two  days  after,  in  which  the  Earl  of  Shelburne 
was  wounded.  This  duel  was  taken  notice  of  in  the 
Hoafe  of  Commons,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day 
on  which  it  happened,  by  Sir  James  Lowther,  as  a 
nutter  of  the  utmoit  importance.  He  faid  that  this 
Cttilom  of  fighting  duels  in  confequence  of  parliamenta* 
ry  bufinefs,  or  of  exprelfions  dropped  in  either  Houfe, 
ieemed  growing  into  fuch  acuftom,  that  it  was  neceiTary 
for  them  to  interpolb  their  authority,  before  it  acquired 
the  force  of  a  fettled  habit,  otherwife  that  th^re  lyiuft 
be  an  end  of  all  freedom  of  debate,  and  confequently  of 
all  bulinefs  in  Parliament.  He  therefore  hoped,  that 
die  Houfe  would  exert  itfelf  infuch  a  manner  as  to  ren^ 
der  the  two  recent  inftances  the  laA  of  the  kind.  If  fre6 
debate  was  to  be  interpreted  into  perional  attack,  anj 
^neftions  of  a  public  nature  to  be  decided  by  the  fword, 
k  would  be  better  totally  to  give  up  all  ideas  of  Parlia- 
Bientary  diiculfion,  and  to  refort  at  once  to  the  field, 
where,  without  farther  trouble,  they  might  have  re- 
courfe  to  arms  as  the  only  method  of  fettling  political 
differences. 

The  inquiry  was  flrongly  oppofed  by  Mr  Fullartohlj 
friends,  on  tke  footing  of  impropriety  or  indelicacy 
while  he  was  abient.  To  this  Sir  James  replied,  that 
he  had  no  intention  of  pufhing  the  matter  farther  at 
prefent  j  but  that  he  was  determined  to  bring  it  forward 
m  Come  fhape  or  other  5  and  he  defired  Mr  FuUarton'si 
friends  to  inform  him  of  his  intention.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  members  in  Opposition  contended,  that  thd 
words  fpoken  by  the  Earl  were,  in  the  fh'idjeft  fenfe^ 
parUamentary  language.  The  honourable  gentleman 
md  confounded  public  debate  with  private  convert 
£ition  ;  and  having  drawn  the  line  of  diftindHon  be^ 
iwixt  thefe  two,  they  concluded,  that  without  the  free* 
difcuflion  which  they  had  pointed  out,  there  could  in 
faft  be  no  room  for  agitating  any  queftion  at  all,  Th<5 
debates  on  this  fubjed,  in  fad:,  produced  fo  little  good 
tScA  in  the  way  of  conciliating  matters,  that  they  had 
well  nigh  given  occalion  to  another  quarrel  bet^vixt 
Mr  Fox  and  a  gentleman  in  high  office.  The  publid 
iEX>k  part  in  the  aifair,  and  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  wait 
congratulated  from  ail  quarters  on  his  recovery^  receiv** 
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CH  A  p.  eflthemoft  flattering  acknowledgments  on  account  of 

}J^^12j  ^*^  fpirited  and  patriotic  behaviour,  and  one  county 

^*y^  paffed  a  vote  of  cenfure,  by  which  they  declared  the 

■      '    late  attacks  on  Mr  Fox  and  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  to  be 

highly  repreheniible. 

Third  The  aotb  of  March  was  alfo  remarkable, for  the  in* 

^**"b'ir  t'^^u^^on  of  Mr  Burke's  third  claufe,  for  the  abolition 

tioVofthc  of  the  offices  of  Treafurer  of  the  Chamber,  Treafurer  of 

Treafurer  the  Houlehold,  Cofferer,  and  a  number  of  fubordinace 

^f  *^V.    places  belonging  to  them.     This  was  looked  upon  by 

fcefrcjca-  ^^^V  of  ^^^  friends  of  adminiibration  with  the  greatcft 

cd.  horror,  as  a  kind  of  facrilege  with  regard  to  the  perfon" 

and  dignity  of  the  Sovereign.     This,  they  faid,  was 

not  regulation  of  office  ;  it  was  an  intrution  into  •  the 

king's  own  houfehold.     The  ftate  had  nothing  to  do 

with  the  domeftic  fervants  of  the  King,     The  bill  they 

coniidered  from  the  beginning  as  a  fy  ilematic  attack  on 

the  conftitution,  and  the  pernicious  tendency  of  it  ap« 

peared  every  day  more  and  more.     The  queftion  with 

them  was  not  the  utility  of  the  employments,  but  the 

power  of  taking  them  away.     If  this  could  be  done  by 

I'arliament,  the  King  had  nothing  that  he  could  call  his 

own.     They  reprefented  the  fcheme  of  fupplying  the 

houfehold  by  contra  A,  as  mean,  degrading,  and  vexa* 

tious,  fuited  rather  to  the  mode  of  feeding  the  poor  in 

workhoufes  than  to  the  fplendour  and^  dignity  of  a 

court,  and  that  in  the  richeft  country  in  the  world. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued  by  Oppoiition, 
That  the  fuppoied  infult  and  indignity  to  the  Sovereign 
was  too  abfurd  to  deferve  any  anfwer.  Nothing  was 
to  be  touched  that  could  either  affect  the  perfonal  fatis- 
fadlion  and  pleafiires  of  the  Sovereign,  or  dlminiili  the 
fplendour  and  magnificence  of  the  throne.  They  afked. 
Whether  the  French  monarch  had  fufiercd  any  lofs  of 
reputation  either  in  the  opinion  of  his  own  fubjedls,  or 
pt  others,  by  the  prodigious  reform  which  he  had  fo 
fuccefsfuUy  made  in  his  own  houfehold  ?  The  King 
was  already  fuTniihed  with  many  things  in  the  way  of 
contract,  though  in  the  worit  manner  poiTible.  The 
)ate  Prince  of  Wales,  his  Majeity's  father,  was  furniihed 
in  this  m^inner.  Even  at  the  prefent  time,  when  the 
Court  intended  any  thing  worthy  of  its  ilace,  it  was  fia 
fiirnifliedt  It  wasmore  princely,  they  faid,to  be  fupplied 
$it  large,  and  on  one  great  fcale,  than  by  fmall  and  piti- 
ful detail,  With  regard  ^o  the  King's  living  in  9  ilate 
of  dependence  on  the  people,  he  faid,  it  was  the  very 
Cif^^mitaqce  pf  bis  dignity  ^  tha(  which  conitUuted  him 
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a  king;  and,  inftcad  of  being  any  difgrace,  was  the  CHAP, 
highelt  honour  at  which  he  could  arrive.  XXVI. 

Mr  Burke  himfelf  indited  very  much  on  the  prefent  ^"^^XT^ 
claufe  of  the  bill ;  and  faid,  that  if  this  was  carried 
againit  him,  he  would  confider  the  whole  as  loft.  The 
office  of  treafurer  of  the  Chamber  was  the  firit  office 
he  had  fixed  upon ;  it  led  the  way,  and  ivolved  all  the 
reft«  He  concluded  by  declaring,  that  he  would  not 
continue  to  torture  his  weak  and  difordered  conftitutioa 
by  fighting  his  bill  through  inch  by  inch,  but  would 
leave  it  to  the  people  at  large  to  go  on  with  it  as  they 
thought  proper ;  and  they  would  judge  by  the  event, 
Sow  far  their  petition  were  likely  to  procure  redrefs 
for  the  grievances  they  complained  of. 

This  declaration  was  highly  refented  by  the  court 
party,  who  affected  to  conlider  it  as  dictatorial,  and 
conveying  a  kind  of  menace  to  the  Committee.  They 
fiiid,  that  in  a  bill  containing  fuch  great  variety  of  mat- 
ter, it  was  not  to  be  wondered  that  fome  parts  fhould 
be  highly  exceptionable,  though  others  were  equally 
laudable.  It  was  not  denied,  that  many  of  the  prin* 
ciples  might  be  adopted  with  advantage^  but  it  was  not 
from  thence  to  be  inferred,  that  thofe  which  were  im- 
proper, abfurd,  or  in^praAicable,  were  alfo  to  be  ad- 
mitted. It  was  therefore  a  very  ftrange,  as  well  as 
imfair  conclufion,  that  the  rejeftion  of  the  prefent,  or 
any  other  exceptionable  claufe,  ihould  be  confidered  as 
a  reje<ftion  of  the  whole. 

In  this  manner  the  debates  were  carried  on  till  very 
late  when  the  queftion  was  loft  by  aio  to  158.  Mr  . 
Burke  then  declared  his  total  indifference  as  to  what 
became  of  the  reft  of  the  bill ;  but  Mr  Fox  encouraged 
him  to  go  on.  The  mere  abolition  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  even  if  nothing  more  was  done,  hp  faid,  was 
worth  the  ftruggle  ;  for  as  he  was  determined,  and 
hoped  his  honourable  friend  would  join  him,  in  renew- 
ing his  bill  from  felTion  to  felTion,  they  would  have 
fcven  fewer  of  the  enemy  to  encounter  the  next  time. 
The  fucceeding  parts  were  accordingly  gone  through, 
and  each  of  them  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

This  debate  was  followed  by  another  on  the  fubjeA  debatet 
of  the  new  levies,  and  the  innovations  which  were  faid  <^^  '*»« . 
by  Oppofition  to  have  taken  place  with  regard  to  ihe**^^**^"* 
promotions  in  the  army.     The  moft  remarkable  parti- 
cub  rs  in  this  difpute  were  the  ftrong  charges  of  par- 
tiality brought  againft  the  miniftry,  who  were  accufed 
of  carrying  their  prejudice  in  favour  of  Scotland  to  the 
woft  al«u*min|;  md  unconftitutional  height  $  which  wa} 
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CHAP,  faid  to  be  at  that  time  the  more  dangerous,  becaufe  the 
^^^''  people  of  Scodgnd  had,  with  very  tew  exceptions,  bceu 

^^^2«^  all  along  moft  violently  attached  to  the  fupport  of  every 
meafure  propofed  by  adminiitration,  in  whatever  man- 
ner it  might  affed  the  interefi  of  the  country.  They 
brought  aifo  a  charge  of  a  very  Ihameful  nature  againil 
the  people  of  Scotland  in  general.  It  was  their  peculiar 
charaftertiHc  to  be  more  lubjedled  to  local  attachments^ 
and  to  violent  prejudices  of  a  local  nature,  as  well  a» 
others,  than  any  nation  upon  earth  ;  infomuch,  that 
it  was  a  fa6t  well  known  to  all  military  men,  that  no 
Engliih  officer  could  live  in  any  regiment  the  majority 
of  which  was  Scotch  $  while,  on  the  other  hand,  no 
Scotch  gentleman  ever  found  the  fmalleft  difficulty  ia 
living  in  a  regiment  mofVly,  or  even  etitirely,  compo- 
fed  of  Engliih.  After  a  long  detail  of  fads  to  (hew  the 
ftrange  partiality  of  miniftry,  their  negleft  of  Engliih 
gentlemen,  and  fuffering  the  higheA  military  merit  iiL 
.  them  to  pafs  unrewarded,  they  infifted,  that,  to  ren- 
der the  matter  even  abfurd  and  ridiculous  to  the  lail  de» 
grce,  the  minifters  had  allowed  their  new  favourites  to 

/  raife  regiments  in  the  very  heart  of  England,  inAead 

of  fending  them  to  that  part  of  the  kingdom  where 
their  natural  influence  and  connexions  might  be  liip» 

Eifed  to  exift ;  and  thus  the  regiments,  though  really 
ngliih,  Avere  in  faft  commanded  entirely  by  Scots 
office,  as  if  the  foutbern  part  of  the  kingdom  could 
not  produce  men  qualified  for  the  command  of  its  owa 
forces. 

Inanfwer  to  all  this  the  minifterial  party  chiefly  con* 
tented  themfelves  with  denying  the  particular  articles 
charged  againfl  them;  They  brought  various  examples 
of  Engliih  merit  having  met  with  its  juft  reward,  as 
wtU  as  that  of  Scotland.  The  great  objed  of  conten- 
tion was  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Fullarton  to  the 
command  of  an  Engliih  regiment,  which  he  had  raided' 
for  Government.  Many  encomiums  were  paiVed  on 
ijie  private  charader  and  public  fpirit  of  that  gentle- 
nian.  They  contended,  that  when  gentlemen  of  ac» 
tive  and  enterprizing  fpirits  made  a  tender  of  their 
abilities,  and  direded  them  to  particular  fervices  of 
the  firft  importance,  it  would  beindcfenfible  in  Govern-. 
raent  to  have  refiifed  their  offers  ;  and  the  more  ef- 
pecially,  when  the  conditions  on  which  they  offered 
their  regiments  to  the  public  were  much  cheaper  than 
thole  of  others.  The  queition  before  tHe  Committee 
being  put,  viz.  Whether  the  fums  allowed  in  the  efli- 
loatea  for  the  railing  and  fopport  of  the  aew  raifed  corps 
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flKHkld  be  agreed  to?  was  carried  in  favour  of  miniftry  CHAP; 
by  102  to  66,  .^^^^' 

On  the  following  day,  however,  (April  6th)  adtnini-  ^^^TtS^ 
flration  met  with  a  fevere  defeat ;  a  more  remarkable  Remark. 
reiblution  having  been  adopted  than  any  that  had  been  ^^'^  ^^^^ 

fiffed  in  the  Britifli  Parliament  fince  the  revolution.  ^°Jnnm^^ 
he  day  had  been  previoufly  appointed  for  taking  into  April  6,' 
coniideration  the  petitions  of  the  people  of  England, 
amounting  to  40  in  number,  and  filled  with  fuch  im- 
menfe  numbers  of  fubfcriptions  as  occupied  a  mod  afto^ 
aiibing  bulk.  The  bufinefs  was  introduced  by  Mr 
Dunning  f  who,  with  his  ufual  eloquence  and  ability, 
obferved,  that  though  the  petitions  conveyed  many  dif" 
ferent  ideas,  they  all  agreed  in  one  fundamental  prin* 
ciple,  which  was,  the  fetting  limits  to  the  dangerous, 
increaied,  and  unconftitutional  influence  of  the  Crown ; 
and  a  requeit  of  an  (economical  method  of  fpending  the 
public  money.  Though  thefe  appeared  to  be  two  dif- 
ferent fubje^s,  they  were,  he  faid,  very  ftriftly  conneft* 
ed.  If  the  public  money  was  faithfully  applied,  "and 
frugally  expended,  it  would  in  its  effeft  reduce  the  un- 
due influence  of  the  Crown  1  and  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  influence  ihould  be  reduced  within  its  due  bounds,, 
it  would  immediately  rcftore  the  energy  of  Parliament, 
and  once  more  give  efficacy  to  the  exercife  of  that  great 
power  of  feeing  to  the  difpofal,  and  controuling  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  with  which  the  conAi- 
tution  had  in  veiled  the  Houfe.  Having  flated  at  great 
length  the  little  regard  which  had  been  paid  to  the  pe- 
titions of  fo  many  counties,  he  concluded,  that  as  every 
means  had  failed  of  producing  the  defired  effect,  he 
thought  it  his  duty,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe, 
to  take  fome  determinate  meafure,  by  which  the  people 
might  certainly  know  what  they  had  to  truft  to,  and 
whether  their  petitions  were  adopted  or  rejedled;  and, 
in  order  to  bring  matters  fairly  to  a  decifion,  he  faid, 
that  he  Ihould  now  frame  two  propofitions,  abflraded 
from  the  petitions  on  the  tabic,  and  take  the  fenfe  of 
the  Committee  upon  them. 

The  firft  of  thefe  propofitions  was,  that  "  the  influ-  inHucncc 
cncc  of  the  Crown  has  increafed,  is  iucreafing,  and  of  the 
ought  to  be  diminifhcd.**     The  fai5l,  he  faid,  was  fo'^rown. 
notorious,  that  he  difclaimed  all  idea  of  that  kind  of  ex- 
plicit proofis,  which,  as  they  were  neceflary  in  other 
cafes,  were  alfo  eaftly  obtained ;  but  in  this  were  alto- 
gether impradicable.     As  a  collateral  evidepce,  howe- 
ver, he  obferved,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  moft  ajarm- 
iog  and  corrupt  influence  could  induce  a  number  of  gen- 
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CHAP,  tlemen  in  that  Houfe  to  fupport  the  minifter  by  their 
v^YS  votes  in  thofe  meafures  which  they  reprobated  without 
J  doors  as  abfurd  and  ruinous.  This  he  declared  upon  his 
honour  to  be  the  cafe,  and  within  his  own  immediate 
knowledge;  and  he  added,  that  he  himfelf  had  never 
beftowed  upon  the  meafures  of  adminiftration  fuch  fe* 
vere  epithets  as  had  fallen  in  his  prefence  from  the 
mouths  of  members  abroad,  who  had  neverthelefs  fup- 
ported  them  within  the  walls  of  the  Houfe.  Nor  was 
the  number  fmail  who  behaved  in  this  manner,  as  he 
had  it  in  his  power,  were  not  the  taik  too  invidious,  to 

Eint  out  more  than  50  members  who  held  fuch  ih-ange 
iguage  and  condu^. 

On  this  trying  occafion  the  miniftry  defended  them- 
felves  by  calling  Mr  Dunning's  refolution  zttabjira^fpro" 
pqfitim,  and  which  ought  not  to  come  before  the  Houfe. 
In  otherrefpe^s  it  was  entirely  ufelefs, being  neither  cai* 
culated  to  avert  any  evil,  nor  to  point  out  any  remedy  ; 
it  was  unfupported  by  faAs ;  and,  as  for  the  allegations 
of  Mr  Dunning,  they  could  anfwer  for  themfelves, 
that  they  were  totally  without  foundation.  The  very- 
unfortunate  circumftances  of  the  times,  when  the  peo- 
ple were  univerfally  difcontented  by  the  confequences 
of  a  ruinous  war,and  their  own  heavy  burthens,  ihewed 
that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  could  not  be  increa£> 
ing.  It  was  belides  very  unfair  to  reprefent  matters 
in  fuch  a  light  as  if  the  influence  of  the  Crown  had  only 
taken  place  during  the  prefent  .admlniftration.  This 
was  a  cenfure  of  inch  a  fevere  nature,  that  the  moft 
fubflantial  and  folid  proofs  were  evidently  required  be- 
fore it  could  be  adopted ;  whereas  there  was  not  a  fingle 
word  of  evidence  tending  in  any  manner  of  way  to 
ihew,  that  the  prefent  adminiflration  was  in  the  leaft 
different  from  thofe  which  had  gone  before  it. — Nothings 
however,  proved  more  galllog  to  the  Court  party  than 
Mr  Dunning's  information  with  regard  to  the  reproba- 
tion of  miniflerial  meafures  without  doors,  by  thofe 
who  voted  for  thera  within  the  houfe.  Even  the  faft 
was  controverted  as  much  as  could  decently  be  done. 
One  Court  Lord,  after  every  degree  of  execration  of 
fuch  kind  of  men,  if  they  really  exi(led,  called  upon 
them  to  quit  their  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  go  over  to  the 
other.  **  Go,  faid  he,  you  worft  of  men  I  Be  your 
hearts  and  motives  ever  fo  corrupt,  preferve'fome  ap-. 
pearance  of  principle  and  decency,  by  fupporting  thofe 
principles  in  public  which  you  approve  of,  and  fecretly 
avow  in  private." 

On  this  occalioQ^  however^  the  miniflry  were  not 
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attOMled  with  dieir  ufual  faccefs.  The  Speaker  (Sir  CHAP. 
Fletcher  Norton)  now  joined  his  influence  to  that  of  ^^2j 
Of^xifition.  He  faid,  that  however  difagrecablc  it  ~^J^ 
might  be  to  him  to  take  any  part  in  the  debates  of  the 
HcNife,  there  were  fome  cafes,  and  he  confidered  the 
prefent  as  one  of  them,  in  which  it  would  be  criminal 
to  remain  filent.  He  affirmed,  from  his  own  know- 
ledge, that  the  influence  of  the  Crown  was  increaflng ; 
bat,  at  the  fame  time,  he  afierted,  that  the  allegation 
could  admit  of  no  proofs  ;  it  could  only  be  known  by 
the  members  of  the  Houfe  who  were  to  decide  upon  ic 
as  jurors,  from  the  internal  convidion  ariling  in  their 
minds.  After  appealing  to  the  feelings  of  the  gentlemen  . 
who  heard  him,  and  pointing  out  how  idle  it  was  to 
prefcribe  limits  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  while 
they  permitted  a  more  dangerous,  becaufe  concealed 
influence  to  remain,  he  obferved,  that  the  Government 
of  Britain,  under  its  true  ^nd  proper  definition  of  ^^  9, 
monarchy  limited  by  law,"  required  no  other  afliibnce 
for  the  exercife  of  its  fiindions,  than  what  it  derived 
from  the  conflitution  and  the  laws.  The  powers  vefted 
in  the  executive  part  of  Government,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  wifely  placed  there,  were  abundantly  fuffi- 
cient  for  every  ufeful  purpofe  of  Government,  and 
without  any  further  afliitance  were  too  ample  for  the 
purpofes  of  bad  government ;  and  he  thought  himfelf 
bound,  as  an  honed  man,  to  declare,  that  the  influence 
of  the  Crown  had  inq^eafed  far  beyond  the  bounds 
of  a  monarchy  ftriAly  limited  in  its  nature  and  extent. 
He  likewife  obferved,  that  it  was  no  doubt  very  galling 
to  the  Houfe  to  be  informed  of  their  duty  by  the  peti- 
tioners ;  but  they  ought  to  recolleft,  that  it  was  en- 
tirely their  own  fault.  What  the  petitioners  now  de- 
manded ought  to  have  originated  within  the  walls  of 
the  Houfe  ;  and  then,  what  would  now  bear  the  ap- 
pearance of  too  much  compuUion,  would  have  been 
received  with  gratitude. — But,  at  any  rate,  they  oueht 
to  confider  that  they  were  then  fitting  as  the  repreien- 
tadves  of  the  people,  and  folely  for  their  advantage  and 
benefit,  and  that  they  in  duty  flood  pledged  to  that  peo- 
ple, as  their  creators,  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  their 
truft. 

The  authority  of  the  Speaker  had  fuch  an  efFeft, 
tlut  the  minifterial  party  foon  found  the  queftion  going 
agaihft  them.  The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  it  from  being  loft,  propofed  fuch  an 
amendment  as  he  fuppofed  would  be  rejeded  by  Oppo- 
fitioR,  and  confequemly  that  the  whole  would  fall  to 

Vol,.  VI,  X 
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C  H  A  p.  the  ground.    The  ameadineat  confided  only  m  infcrt*' 

JJ^^^J^  ing  tne  words,  "  That  it  is  now  neceffary  to  declare  ;" 

2780.     ^uc  in  this  he  was  miftaken :  the  amendment  was  readily 

and  unexpectedly  agreed  to  by  the  oppofite  party ;  and, 

upon  a  divifion,  Mr  Dunning's  motion  was  carried  by 

223  to  215. 

Cml  lift        This  important  refoludon  being  carried, Mr  Duntring 

expendi.    then  moved  his  fecond  propofuion,  ^^  That  it  is  cotnpe- 

'arc.         tent  to  this  Houfe  to  examine  into,  and  to  correft  abufes 

of  the  civiMifl  expenditure,  as  well  as  in  every  other 

branch  of  the  public  revenue,  whenever  it  Ihall  feem 

expedient  to  the  wtfdom  of  this  Houfe  fo  to  do."     The 

miniiter  then  intreated  that  the  Committee  would  pro 

ceed  no  further  that  night ;  notwithibnding  which^  the 

queAion  was  pur,  and  carried  without  a  divifion. 

Mr  Thomas  Pitt  then  moved,  '*  That  it  is  the  opini- 
on of  this  Committee,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to 
provide,  as  far  as  may  be,  an  immediate  and  efFedlual  re- 
drefs  of  the  abufes  complained  of  in  the  petitions  pre- 
fen  ted  to  this  Houfe  from  the  different  counties,  cities, 
and  towns  in  this  kingdom.'*.  The  mini(\er  again  in- ^ 
treated  and  implored  the  Committee  that  they  would 
proceed  no  farther  that  night,  but  without  any  fuccefs ; 
for  the  motion  was  indantly  carried  without  any  ap- 
parent diifent.  The  bufinefs  was  concluded  by  a  mo- 
tion of  Mr  Fox,  That  the  foregoing  refolutions  fhould 
be  immediately  reported. — The  minifter  oppofed  this 
with  all  his  might,  as  being  unufual,  violent,  and  arbi- 
trary. But  the  torrent  was  now  too  ftrong  to  be  refitt- 
ed. The  refolutions  were  feverally  reported  and  re- 
ceived; and,  after  being  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time, 
agreed  to  without  a  diviiion. 

Thus  the  miniflerial  fyftem  feemed  to  be  (haken  to 
its  foundation  $  the  triumph  of  Oppolition  could  only 
be  equalled  by  the  terror  and  difmay  of  adminiitration, 
April  10.  ^^  ^^®  *oth  of  the  month,  Mr  Dunning,  in  purfuance 
'  of  his  plan,  moved,  "  That,  in  order  to  fupport  the  in- 
dependence of  Parliament,  and  to  remove  all  fufpicions 
of  its  purity,  there  fhould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  by 
the  proper  officer,  every  felfion,  within  feven  days  af- 
ter the  meeting  of  Parliament,  an  account  of  A\  the  mo- 
nies paid  out  of  the  civil-lifl,  or  any  part  of  the  public 
revenue,  to  or  for  the  ufe,  or  in  truft,  for  any  member 
of  Parliament,  fince  the  laft  recefs,  by  every  peribn 
who  fliall  have  paid  the  fame.'*  The  power  of  admini- 
ftration  at  this  time  was  fo  low,  that  though  feveraiob- 
jedions  were  made  to  this  propofition  by  Lord  North, 
Mr  Wedderburn^  Mr  Macdonald,  and  the  Lord  Adv(^ 
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cace  of  Scotland,  it  was  carried  without  a  diviiion.   But  Chap. 
when  Mr  Dunning  moved  his  other  refolution,  exclui-    ^xvi. 
ing  from  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  thofe  who  held  the  Offices  "'TtSoT' 
of  Trcafurer  of  the  Chamber,  Treafurer  of  the  Houfe- Exclufion 
hoid.  Cofferer  of  the  Houfehold,  Comptroller  of  the  «f  certain 
Houfehold,  Maftcr  of  the  Houfehold,  and  Clerks  of  the^^^^^*" 
Green  Cloth,  with  ail  their  deputies,  a  vigorous  oppoli- Atting  ia 
tion  enfued,  and  the  motion  was  cai^ied  by  no  moreP^^^i'^cnt 
than  two;  the  numbers  being  215  to  213. 

The  next  attempt,  however,  of  Oppoiition,  was  fruf--^pril  U» 
trated.     On  the  fecond  reading  ot  Mr  Crev/e's  bill  "  for 
excluding  revenue  officers  from  voting  at  the  eledlion  of 
members  of  Parliament" — after  a  long  debate,  the  queC* 
tion  was  carried  in  favour  of  miniftry  by  224  to  1 95* 

A  fudden  ceflation  of  bulinefs  was  occafioned  next 
day  by  the  illnefs  of  the  Speaker.  The  Houfe  was  ad- 
journed to  the  24th,  and  on  its  next  meeting  appeared  April  24* 
(b  totally  altered,  that  it  no  longer  feemed  to  confiit  of 
the  fame  members  who  had  voted  the  fpirited  refoluti- 
ons  of  the  6th  of  the  fame  month.  The  illnefs  of  the 
Speaker  had  occafioned  one  of  Mr  Dunning's  motions^ 
and  that  a  very  important  one,  to  be  podponed.  It  was 
for  "  An  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  requefting  that  he  Motion 
would  neither  difTolve  nor  prorogue  the  Parliament,  un-  °^  ^®  ^^' 
til  proper  meafures  fliould  be  taken  by  that  Houfe  to  di-p^'j"^^ 
minUh  the  influence  of  the  crown,  and  to  remove  the  the  Parlia* 
other  evils  complained  of  in  the  petitions  of  the  peo-^^i^^* 
pie."  On  this  motion  mod  violent  debates  enfued : 
the  minifter  applauded,  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
his  friends  whom  he  now  found  returning  to  his  Ihnd- 
ard,  while  the  cenfures  of  Oppofition  were  no  lefs  vjp- 
lent  and  acrimonious  on  thofe  who  had  deferted  them* 
On  the  queftion  being  carried  in  favor  of  miniflry  by  a 
majority  of  51,  Mr  Fox  got  up  to  fpeak  ;  but  the  mi- 
niiterial  party,  dreading  his  eloquence,  efpecially  after 
fuch  provocation,  refolved  that  he  fliould  not  be  heard. 
A  moii  extraordinary  fcene  of  confufion  and  diforder 
enfued  ;  and  the  chair  being  repeatedly  called  upon  to 
exercife  its  authority,  the  Speaker  at  length,  with  the 
Qtmoit  vehemence  of  voice,  called  upon  every  fide  of 
the  Houfe  to  order ;  and  having  caufed  the  bar  to  be 
cleared  by  the  proper  officers,  required  and  infixed 
that  every  member  ihould  take  his  place.  The  way 
being  thus  cleared  for  Mr  Fox,  the  defer ters  were  con- 
demned to  hear  their  conduct  reprefented  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  perhaps  was  never  done  on  any  occafion  in 
that  Houfe  before,  the  feverity  of  which  was  aggrava- 
ted by  the  confcioufnefs  that  the  treatment  they  re- 
cmed  was  npt  altogether  unmerited. 
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C  H  A  P«     Mr  Fox  was  feconded  in  his  cenfure  bjf  Mr  JJma^ 
^^^^'j  ning,  and  a  direA  charge  of  treachery  againft  the  oft- 
jJJ^    tion  brought  by  both.     The  counties,  they  faid^  de- 
pending on  the  faith  of  Parliament  for  the  redrefs  held 
out  by  thofe  refolutions,  had  relaxed  greatly  in   the 
meafures  they  had  formerly  purfued  for  obtaining  it  by 
other  means ;  and  the  county  of  Cambridge  in  particu- 
lar had,  upon  that  dependence,  refcinded  its  own  reib- 
lution  of  appointing  a  Committee  of  AfTociation.    They 
both  likewife  declared,  that  the  divifion  of  this  night 
was  totally  decidve  with  regard  to  the  petitions  ;  that 
it  amounted  to  a  full  and  general  rejection  of  their 
prayer  $  and  that  all  hope  of  obtaining  any  r^refs  for 
the  people  in  that  Iloufe  was  at  an  end.     The  minifter 
replied  in  his  ufual  ftrain  of  addrefs ;  and  the  Houfe 
bemg  now  ditpofed  to  afcent  to  whatever  he  faid,  tb^ 
affair  of  reformation  was  totally  abandoned,  and  the 
remainder  of  Mr  Burke's  eftabli(hment  bill  was  rejefted 
as  faft  as  it  was  prupofed. 
On  the         The  next  bufinefs  was  the  Commiflion  of  ^ccowipt% 
Commiffi-  propofed  by  the  minifter ;  which,  as  we  have  feen,  had 
«wnpt^^  been  formerly  fnatched  out  of  the  hands  of  Colonel 
ifaj  I.     Barre,  and  on  that,  as  well  as  other  accounts,  had  been 
produAive  of  much  reproach  to  the  court  party.     One 
of  the  gpeateft  objedions  brought  againft  the  conduft 
pf  miniftry  on  this  occafion  was,  that  the  commiflioners 
were  not  to  be  members  of  the  Hpufe.     This  was  laid 
to  be  Avrt&ly  fubverdve  of  the  conftitution.    It  was  no 
lefs  than  a  lurrender  of  the  firft  right  of  the  Houfe,  that 
of  managing,  as  well  ^s  granting,  the  pnblic  money ^ 
and  of  directing  and  controuling  its  expenditure. 
On  the  ex-     The  minifter,    however,   perfevered,    and    at  laft 
Uaordina-  carried  his  point ;  the  Oppolition  having  gained  no- 
na  o  the  ^[^^  jjy  ^^e  ftruggle  but  the  exclulion  of  one  gentle- 
^'       man  in  office,  to  whofe  perfonal  charader  they  luid  not 
the  fmalleftobjeftion. 

The  extraordinaries  of  the  army  were  now  brought 
tinder  condderation  by  C^ionel  Barre,  who  had  taken 
great  pains  to  inveftigate  the  fubjed.  The  refult  of  his 
inveftigatiqns  was,  that  from  the  31ft  pf  January  1779, 
to  the  firft  of  February  1 780,  the  hmk  of  i  ,528,0271.  2  s. 
was  ftated  in  the  papers  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  to  have 
^een  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  land  forces  in  North 
America  $  of  which  fum  on  account  was  ever  produced 
to  the  public,  thp*  the  faid  fum  was  over  and  above  the 
pay,  clothing,  proviiicms,  with  the  expence  of  freight 
and  armament  attending  them,  ordnance,  tranfport 
fe|*vice|  oats,  blankets,  expence  of  Indians,  pay  of  cer- 
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tab  General  and  Staff-oficers,  pay  of  feveral  Commif-  CHAP, 
fioners,  and  other  allowances  for  the  faid  forces.  ^^^* 
He  then  ihewed^  that  the  furo  of  3^796,543!.  had  ^^TJg^ 
been  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  land  forces  in 
North  America  during  the  years  1775,  1776,  1777, 
and  1778,  of  which  no  account  had  been  laid  before 
Parliament,  though  he  faid  funis  had  been  over  and 
above  every  allowance  of  the  kind  already  mentioned 
for  the  troops,  including  alfo  contingents  for  rum,  &c. 
He  moved  therefore,  ^**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  the  pra^ice  of  incurring  and  paying 
extraorcUnaries  of  the  army  to  fo  large  an  amount,  and 
without  the  authority  of  Parliament,  is  not  warranted 
hf  precedent,  is  a  dangerous  invafion  of  the  rights  of 
this  Houfe,  and  one  of  the  grofs  abufes  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money  complained  of  in  the  petitions 
eithe  people.-^That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  the  creation  of  new,  unneceiTary,  or  iinecure  offices 
Iq  the  arniy,  with  conliderable  emoluments,  is  a  profu« 
fion  of  the  public  money,  and  the  more  alarming,  as  it 
tends  to  increafe  the  unconAitutional  influence  of  the 
Crown."  Tbcfc  motions,  though  fupported  by  fo  mudi 
ability  in  the  propofer,  were  all  of  them  rejeded  bjr 
conliderable  majcx-ities.  The  remaining  claufes  of  Mr 
Borke's  bill  u^et  with  the  fame  fate,  as  did  every  other 
motion  on  the  popular  fide,  til]  the  buimefs  was  inter** 
nxpted  by  the  Protei^ant  AiTociation,  and  the  extraor* 
dinary  behaviour  of  Lord  George  Gordon  already  rcla- 
ted*  By  this,  a  forced  receis  of  Parliament  took  place 
fyom  theSth  to  the  19th  of  June,  it  being  judged  im? 
proper  to  meet  while  the  cities  of  London  and  Wellmin- 
fter  were  under  martial  iavv.  The  meeting  on  this  day 
was  opened  by  a  fpeech  from  th^  throne,  in  which  the  jane  19, 
recent  outrages  were  tal^en  notice  of  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, and  addrefifcs  in  anfwer  were  voted  without  any 
oppoHtion.  Next  day,  the  fubjeft  of  the  petitions, 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  bill  in  favour  of  the  Catholics, 
which  had  occafioned  fo  much  mifchief,  was  taken  in- 
to confideration^  but  no  repeal  was  propofed.  Some  re- 
foiutions  for  quieting  die  minds  of  the  people  were 
fuggefted  by  Lord  Beauchamp,  and  a  bill  pafled  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  for  affording  fatisfadion  to  thofe 
who  had  been  milled  into  a  belief  of  the  proteftant  reli- 
ma  being  in  danger.  The  purport  of  it  was,  That 
tile  church  ihould  be  fecured  from  any  encroachments  of 
Popery , by  more  effedtually  retraining  Papifts,  orperfons 
firofeffing  the  Popifh  religion,  irom  teaching  or  taking 
\i^Qn  tl^emfelves  the  education  or  government  of  the 
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CHAP  children  of  Proteftants.  This  bill  became  the  fubjcft  of 
Jj^^^^  confiderable  debates  in  the  Honfe  of  Lords,  but  was  at 
J  ^10,  laft  judged  by  the  majority  to  be  unnecefTary,  and  that 
it  would  have  too  much  the  appearance  of  being  forced 
upon  them.  In  oi:der  to  fet  it  afide,  therefore,  without 
any  dircd  negative,  it  was  propofed,  after  the  third 
reading,  to  delay  the  final  coniideration  of  it  to  that 
day  week,  during  which  time  it  was  known,  that  a 
prorogation  of  Parliament  would  take  place.  This  ac* 
ProrogatU  cordingly  happened  four  days  after,  on  the  8th  of  July^^ 
onjuJy  8<  when  the  minifter  had  the  fatisfadion  of  ilill  feeing  his 
authority  prevail  over  an  Oppofition  unequalled  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  Britifh  Parliament.  The  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons had,  indeed,  by  their  conduct  in  the  month  of 
April,  brought  upon  themfelves  a  difgrace,  and  charac- 
ter of  inconlirtency,  never  to  be  effaced ;  but  the  Lords 
bad  been  more  confiAent,  and  uniformly  carried  through 
every  que(Hon  of  adminiflration.  Both  were,  however, 
equally  applauded  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  for 
their  perfeverance  and  magnanimity  in  the  profecution 
of  the  prefent  juft  and  neccffary  war,  by  which  hisMa- 
jefty  had  been  enabled  to  make  fuch  exertions,  as  he 
truiled  would  difappoint  the  violent  and  unjuA  defigns 
.  of  his  enemies,  and  bring  them  to  liften  to  equitable 
and  honourable  terms  of  peace.  Thefe  exertions  had 
already  been  attended  with  fuccefs  by  Tea  and  land  ; 
and  the  late  profperous  and  important  turn  of  afiairs 
in  North  America  (the  capture  of  Charleftown  and 
the  fubfequent  fuccelTes)  afforded  the  faireft  profpeft 
of  the  returning  loyalty  and  aifedion  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  of  their  happy  re-union  with  their  parent 
country.  The  main  purport  of  the  fpeech,  however, 
feemed  to  lie  in  the  concluding  part,  where  both  Lords 
and  Commons  were  earnefUy  called  upon  to  ai^ft  his 
Majefty  by  their  influence  and  authority  in  their  feve* 
ral  counties,  to  guard  the  peace  of  the  country  from 
future  difturbances,  and  to  watch  over  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  public  fafety.  To  make  the  people  fenfi- 
ble  pf  the  happinefs  they  enjoyed,  and  the  diitinguifli* 
ed  advantages  they  derived  from  our  excellent  con- 
ftitution  in  Church  and  State ;  to  warn  them  of  the  ha- 
zard of  innovation ;  to  point  out  the  fatal  confequences 
of  fuch  diiturbances  as  had  lately  happened;  and  to 
imprefs  their  minds  with  this  important  truth.  That  re- 
bellious infurreflions  to  refift  or  reform  the  laws,  muft 
either  end  in  the  deftru6lion  of  the  perfon  who  makes 
the  attempt,  or  in  the  fubverfion  of  our  free  and  hap^ 
py  coaftitution. 
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Notwicbftanding  fo  much  applaufe,  however,  it  was  C  h  A  F. 
now  determined  that  this  Parliament  ihould  exiftno    ^^^'' 
longer.     Adminiftration  had  met  with  an  oppofition  ne-  ^^TJg^ 
▼er  to  be  forgiven,  and  that  their  power  might  now  be  DiflbJud. 
eflablifhed  on  a  more  fure  foundation,  the  greateft  tcr-^"  of  Par- 
ror  was  pretended  of  any  meeting  of  the  people,  howe-  l!*f^ited 
ver  peaceable  or  well  difpofed  they  might  profefs  them-  on. 
felves  to  be.     It  was  whifpered,  and  induilrioufly  cuxu- 
lated,  that  the  leaders  of^  Oppoiition  were  the  fecret  au- 
thors of  the  late  riots — ^that  they  had  formed  a  plot  for 
the  entire  fubvcrfion  of  the  conftitution— that  perfons 
of  rank  and  condition  had  been  difguifed  among  the 
mob,  and  were  their  real  leaders — ^and  that  the  moft 
aftonilhing  difcoveries  would  be  made  on  the  trial  of 
thofe  unhappy  perfons  who  had  been  concerned  in  the 
lace  riots.     So  great  was  the  terror  and  credulity  now 
generally  prevalent  in  the  metropolis,  that  thefe  impro- 
bable reports  were  fwallowed  with  avidity.     It  was  ge- 
nerally believed,  that  a  nobleman,  of  one  of  the  firft  and 
moft  ancient  families  in  the  kingdom.  Lord  Effingham, 
had  been  killed  among  the  mob,  and  his  body  thrown 
into  the  river,  over  Blackfriar's  Bridge,  to  prevent  a 
difcovery ;  nor  was  this  report  effaced  until  he  returned 
to  take  his  feat  in  Parliament  the  fucceeding  winter. 

The  minds  of  people  being  thus  prepared,  adminiftra-  Miljtary 
tion  next  ventured  on  a  fcheme,  of  all  others  the  moft  P®^"  ■'- 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom.     This  was,  aa^lndc- 
to  expatiate  on  the  wretched  timidity  and  pufillanimous  pendent  of 
behaviour  of  the  magiftrates  during  the  late  commoti-  ****  ?^'* 
ons,  and  from  thence  to  (hew  the  inefficacy,  in  all  cafes, "**^'^*^^ 
of  the  civil  power  to  afford  proteAion,  and  the  neceffity 
of  a  military  force  for  preferving  order  and  good  go- 
vernment.   This  was  quickly  followed,  by  an  order  for 
the  military  power  throughout  the  kingdom,  to  adl  in- 
dependently of  the  civil  magiArate,  and  without  even 
confulting  him  in  all  cafes  of  riot.     While  by  this  ma- 
noeuvre the  liberties  of  the  nation  were  for  a  time  ex- 
cinguifhed,  it  is  no  wonder  to  find,  that  the  difTolution 
of  a^  Parliament,  obnoxious  on  account  of  its  temporary 
revolt,  fhoold  be  refolved  o;i.     There  was,  indeed, 
every  reafon  to  exped,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  the  ele&ions  would  go  very  much  in  favour  of 
the  court;    and  a  diflblution   was  determined  upon, 
though  the  defign  was  concealed  with  the  utmoft  care 
as  long  as  poflible. 

During  this  interval,  however,  the  fpirit  of  the  peo* 
J)le  had  revived ;  the  terror  occafioned  by  the  riots  had 
fubfided,  and  their  attention  was  in  a  great  meafure 
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CHAP*  drawn  to  thofe  dangerous  mancenvres  of  the  court  al- 

XXVI.   ready  mentioned.     To  prevent  the  mifchievous  effefts 

^'^'^T^  apprehended  from  them,  aiTociacions  were  fcMined  in  the 

'^         metropolis  and  elfewhere;  the  inhabitants  purchafed 

arms,  and  acquired  iuch  a  degree  of  knowledge  in  their 

exercife  and  ufe,  as  might  be  neceffary,  on  all  occafions, 

to  prevent  any  neccflity  of  the  intervention  of  thearmv- 

in  cafe  of  any  public  dilturbance.  This  fpiritdiflufeditfelf 

Cetty  generally,  and  the  meafures  of  providing  arms,  and 
ing  at  all  times  ready  to  fupport  the  civil  authority, 
were  held  out  as  matters  of  conftitutional  duty  and 
neceiiity.  Nor  was  the  affair  of  petitioning  entirely 
RdblutU  dropped.  On  the  2d  of  Auguft,  a  numerous  meeting 
v**wfl»'  ^^^^^  Yorkfhire  Committee  of  Affociation  came  to  ic- 
Commit-^  veral  very  fpirited  refohuions  on  the  fubjeft ;  particu* 
tec.  i^rly,  they  entered  into  a  kind  of  proteftation  againft 

Ang«  a*  the  interference  of  the  military,  in  the  fuppreffion  of 
riots,  not  under  the  diredtion  of  the  civil  magiftrate, 
but  at  the  difcretion  of  the  commanding  officer  f  and 
that,  however  the  order  for  the  difcretionary  inters 
fercnce  of  the  military  in  the  fuppreffion  of  the  late 
riots  in  the  metropolis  might  have  been  unavoidable, 
through  the  greatnefs  of  the  danger,  and  the  timidity 
of  themagiftracy ;  yet  the  extenfion  of  (imilar  orders  to 
the  army  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  no 
Iuch  danger  exided,  and  where  no  reluctance  in  the 
magiftracy  to  the  performance  of  their  duty  appeared, 
or  was  fufpefted,  could  not  be  defended.  Thefe  refo- 
lutions  were  adopted  verbatim  by  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  and  foon  after  by  the  city  of  London,  except- 
ing only  that  which  fof  med  to  refleft  on  the  magiftracy 
of  the  city.  But  the  coimty  of  Huntingdon  went  far- 
ther. They  inftrufted  their  reprefentati ves  to  make  an 
inquiry  in  Parliament,  by  whofe  advice  the  orders 
iflued  to  the  military  in  the  metropolis  had  been  extend- 
ed to  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,'  and  fo  long  con- 
tinued, contrary  to  the  common  courfe  of  law  ;  and 
that  they  (hould  take  fuch  fteps  as  were  beft  fuited  to 
prevent  any  fuch  dangeroias  and  unconftitutional  orders 
from  being  iifued  in  tim«  to  come.  Another  refolution 
was  expreffed  in  the  following  words  : — "  That  it  be 
reconnnended  to  every  houfekeeper  to  have  proper 
arms,  fuch  as  muiket  and  bayonet,  and  to  be  ready  and 
expert  in  the  ufe  of  them  ;  to  be  prepared  againft  all 
emergencies  that  may  arife  from  any  attack  of  our 
many  fnn*ounding  enemies,  or  any  invafion  of  our 
rights  and  liberties.*' 
In  a  little  time  the  attenttonof  the  whole  nation  feemed 
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to  be  as  much  engaged  as  formerly  in  attempting  to  C  H  A  p. 
procure  redrcfsof  thofe  grievances  which  had  been  for-  ^^^X!^ 
merly  laid  before  Parliament.     The  Devonihire  Com*     jygo. 
mircee  for  this  purpofe  faid,  that  they  found  chemfelves 
under  a  neceflicy  of  declaring,  that  "  inilead  of  pro- 
ceeding to  the  reform  prayed  for  in  ttie  petitions,  the 
very  induence  complained  of  was  exerted,  either  to  re* 
jed  in  the  firft  iniiance,  or  to  baffle  in  its  progrefs, 
every  propodtion  that  was  offered  to  the  conftderation 
of  Parliament  for  afFeding  the  ends  propofed.'* 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  matters  when  the  ploclamation  Parlia. 
for  difibiving  the  Parliament  was  ifTued  on  the  ift  of  ""^"^  <^^- 
September  5  and  which  was  the  more  unexpected,  as  a  s^Jpt*^**i. 
new  prorogation  had  taken  place  only  a  few  days  be- 
fore.    The  fhortnefs  of  the  time  appointed  for  the 
«ledions  proved  very  favourable  to  the  court  party,  and 
ii3new  members  were  thusintroduced.  Little expence 
was  beilowed  in  canvaffing  for  feats.     Many  of  the  old 
metnbers  were  difgufted  with  the  long  and  fruitlefs  Op- 
polition  they  had  gone  through,  and  therefore  wiihed 
tt)  retire  from  fervice  ;  others  defpifed  the  venality  of 
the  eiedors,  and  looked  upon  public  affairs  as  no  longer 
worth  the  trouble  of  contending  about.     They  now 
peevilhly  faid,  that  whatever  fmall  degree  of  public 
virtue  and  fpirit  ftill  remained  among  the  people  was    , 
entirely  evaporated  in   words ;    and,    whenever  the 
touchftone  was  applied,  their  venality  would  not  only 
appear  predominant,  but  to  be  their  only  principle. 

A  little, before  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  fix  new  New 
Peers  were  created,  viz.  Lord  Gage,  Hon.  James  P^*^"* 
Brudenell,  Sir  Willian  de  Grey^  Sir  William  Bagot, 
Hon.  Charles  Fitzroy,  and  Henry  Herbert,  Efq. — 
The  Earl  of  CarUfle  was  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  and  Lord  Grantham  fucceeded  him  at  the 
head  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

The  Parliament  met  on  the  31  ft  of  Oftober,  when  Parlia. 
their  firft  bufmefs  was  the  choice  of  a  Speaker.     The  mcnt 
great  merit  and  faithful  fervtces  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  oa^'j*, 
were  totally  obliterated  by  the  quarrel  he  had  with  the 
minifter,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  and  another 
Speaker  v^as  determined  upon.     The  bufinefs,  howe- 
ver, was  introduced  with  the  higheft  compliments  to 
the  late  Speaker,  and  the  choice  of  another  was  pro- 
pofed  on  account  of  the  importance  of  parliamentary  bu- 
finels,  which  might  be   produ^ive  of  debates  incon-  Debates 
fiftent    with  his  precarious  ftate  of  health   to  attend  o"  the 
upon }  on  which  account  the  American  Secretary  (Lord  of  ^s^ak- 
George  Germaine)  moved  for  Mr  Wolfran  Cornwall,  cr. 

Vol.  VL  Y 
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c  H  A  p.  a  crentleman  eminently  endued  with  all  the  qualificatt* 
ons  ncceflary  for  fulfUling  the  duties  of  that  high  of^ 


1780.  fic^  ^^^^  ^<>  1^^^  honour  to  himfelf  than  advantage  to 
the  Houfe  ;  and  the  motioil  was  feconded  by  Mr.  WeJ- 
bore  Ellis.  ^ 

The  members  in  Oppofition  now  cxpreffed  the  ut- 
jnoii  aftonilhment,  not  only  at  the  conduct  of  admtnif- 
tration  in  propofing  a  new  Speaker,  at  the  very  time 
,  that  they  acknowledged  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  to  be  the 
moft  proper  of  all  men  to  fill  the  office,  but  at  the 
ftrange  arguments  made  ufe  of  on  the  occaiion.  The 
health  of  the  Speaker  was  nowfo  firmly  eflablilhed,  that 
the  pretence  of  his  want  of  it,  efpecially  when  coming 
from  the  minifterial  fide,  muft  be  coniidered  as  an  ab* 
folute  mockery  of  the  Houfe,  and  a  direft  infult  upon 
the  gentleman  himletf.  Mr  Dunning  therefore  pro- 
pofcd,  that  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  iliould  be  continued 
Speaker,  and  his  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr  Thomas 
Townlhend.  The  late  Speaker,  however,  declined  the 
intended  honour,  and  fdid,  that  he  had  come  to  the 
Houfe  with  a  full  refolution  not  to  Aand  a  candidate  for 
the  chair  upon  any  account ;  but  he  declared  (hat  he 
muil  be  an  idiot,  indeed,  if  he  could  believe,  that  his 
ftate  of  health  was  thereafon  of  the  determination  of 
miniftry  againft  his  being  continued  in  the  chair,  and 
gave  fuch  reafons  for  his  opinion,  that  he  faid  it  muft  be 
an  infulc  on  the  underflanding  of  every  gentleman  in 
the  houfe  to  pretend,  that  an  anxiety  for  his  health  was 
the  real  caufe  for  moving  another  Speaker ;  and  he 
concluded  with  alking,  why  he  was  fo  difgracefiilly  dif" 
miffed  ? 
Mp  Rig.  This  brought  out  a  long  debate,  in  which  only  one 
by'sob-  gentleman,  Mr  Rigby,  diredly  brought  any  charge 
^Sh?!'*^''  againft  the  late  Speaker.  He  boldly  declared,  that  hehad 
Norton,  objedtions  to  him  on  more  accounts  than  one ;  particular- 
ly, becaufe  of  his  condu^  in  theyear  1777,  when  he  made 
that  celebrated  fpeech  to  the  king,  which  bad  been 
made  mention  of  with  fo  much  applaufe  and  even 
triumph  by  Oppofition.  He  had  at  that  time  ftrongly 
cxpreffed  his  difapprobation  both  of  the  fpeech,  and  the 
vote  of  thanks  which  had  followed  it,  and  which  had 
been  read  with  fuch  triumph  in  the  prefent  debate.  He 
now  thought,  as  he  formerly  did,  that  the  Speaker 
went  too  far  ;  that  he  was  not  warranted  to  make  fuch 
a  fpeech  to  the  throne ;  and  that  he  thought  it  was 
flying  into  the  king's  face.  He  laughed  at  what  had 
been  thrown  out,  of  the  fccret  influence  of  the  throne, 
and  unknown  reafoas  for  the  choice  of  a  new  Speaker ; 
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and  concluded  by  telling  Oppofition,  that  the  reafon  of  c  H  a  p. 
tbcir  extreme  attachment  to  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  as  J^^^XJj 
well  as  that  of  the  oppofitc  fideofthe  Houfe  to  Mr  j^jo. 
Cornwall,  was,  in  plain  Englilh  no  more  than  t;his : 
^*  We  will  vote  for  you,  if  you  will  be  for  us." — The  Mr  Corn- 
debate  being  clofed,  Mr  Cornwall's  eleftion  was  carried  ^^  ^^^- 
by  203  to  1 34.  er.  ^    ' 

Next  day,  November  ift,  the  new  Speaker  was  in- 
troduced to  the  throne,  at  the  head  of  the  Houfe,  where 
he  was  extremely  well  received.  The  King's  fpeech,  King's 
which  immediately  fuccecded,  announced  the  greateft  ^P"*^**^ 
£itisfa£bion  at  meeting  the  Parliament  at  a  time  when  the 
lateele^ions  afforded  an  opportunity  of  receiving  the 
moft  certain  information  of  the  difpofition  and  wiflies 
of  the  people,  to  which  his  Majeily  was  always 
inclined  to  pay  the  greateft  regard.  It  then  fet  forth 
the  arduous  fituation  of  public  affairs,  with  the  formi* 
dable  combination  at  that  time  exifting  againft  Great 
Britain.  It  was  acknowledged,  that  the  force  granted 
by  laft  Parliament,  had,  by  the  divine  bleiling,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  refining  the  formidable  attempts  of  our  ene- 
mies, and  in  fruftrating  the  great  expedations  which 
they  had  formed.  The  fignal  fuccefles  in  the  fduthern 
Colonies  were  held  out  to  view,  and  an  honourable 
and  lailing  peace  fet  forth  as  the  probable  confequence* 
The  Commons  were  informed,  that  his  Majelty  faw, 
and  felt  with  concern,  that  the  various  fervices  of  the 
war  muft  be  attended  with  great  and  heavy  expences ; 
but  they  were  defired  to  grant  fuch  fupplies  only  as 
their  own  fecurity,  and  the  exigency  of  affairs  fhould 
feem  to  require.  An  addrefs  was  inAantly  propofed 
by  Mr  de  Grey,  and  feconded  by  Sir  Richard  Sutton,^ 
adopting,  as  ufual,  all  the  aflertions  contained  in  the 
fpec^h ;  but  an  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr  Gren-  Debates 
ville,  propofing  to  leave  out  the  whole,  except  the  o»  ^^c 
xomplimentary  part,  and  to  infert  in  its  room  the  fol-  ***^'^"« 
lowing  words.  That,  ♦'  in  this  arduous  conjuncture, 
we  are  determined  to  unite  our  efforts  for  the  defence 
of  this  our  cotmtry  ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  aflure  your 
Majefty'^  that  we  wi{l  decline  no  difficulty  or  hazard  in 
preferving  the  eflential  intereits  of  this  kingdom." 

The  prefent  debate  ncceifarily  involved  the  old 
queftion  on  the  fupport  of  the  American  war,  for 
which  the  miniftry  now  fuppofed  themfelv^s  furnifhed 

Sith  new  and  invincible  arguments.  Our  affairs  in 
tat  quarter  were  faid  to  be  in  a  much  better  train  than 
they  had  been  fmce  the  convention  of  Saratoga.  The 
fplendid  fuccefs  of  Lord  Comwallis  in  the  foutbern  Co" 
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C  H  /V  p.  Ionics  bad  enhanced  the  reputation  of  the  Britifli  arms, 
^^^Hj  ^^^  ***  '^^  higheft  degree  intimidated  our  enemies. 
^^^^  Carolina  was  entirely  reduced  to  obedience,  and  the 
numerous  friends  to  Great  Britain  in  that  country  no 
longer  Ceared  to  avow  their  fentiments.  It  was  no 
longer  a  queftlon  of  allegiance  and  independency  be* 
twixt  us  and  our  Colonies,  but  whether  we  would  re- 
linquiih  thofe  valuable  provinces  to  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon. No  lover  of  his  country  could  hefitate  for  a  mo- 
ment, in  oppofing  to  the  laft  fuch  an  accelFion  of 
flrength  to  our  natural  enemy  ;  and  no  friend  of  Ame- 
rica could  wilh  that  we  (hould  refign  her  to  the  yoke 
of  an  arbitrary  fovereign.  Nothing  could  be  a  greater 
miftake  than  to  fuppole  that  the  war  was  now  carried 
on  with  a  defign  to  conquer  America.  The  fa^  was  di- 
redly  otherwife ;  and  the  war  was  now  cari:ied  on 
with  a  view  to  proted  thofe  numerous  friends  which 
Briuin  had  in  that  country  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
American  Congrefs.  It  would  not  now  be  infifted, 
that  America  was  to  be  regained  by  conqueft;  but  it 
was  (till  to  be  hoped,  that  flie  was  to  be  regained  by 
this  country.  The  juft  and  liberal  offers  made  by 
Great  Britain  to  America  had  produced  very  great  and 
'general  tSe&s  upon  the  minds  of  the  people ;  and  it 
vas  not  to  be  doubted,  that  more  than  half  the  Ame- 
ricans were  friends  to  the  Britifh  Government.  Our 
late  fignal  fuccefies  operating  upon  a  people  fo  difpof- 
ed,  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  happleft  effeds ;  and 
as  we  bad  now  feen  and  correAed  our  errors,  fo  the 
prevalence  of  reafou  over  paffion  muft  operate  equally 
on  the  Americans,  and  prevent  their  being  far  behind 
vs  $  efpecially  as  occailon  muft  be  continually  given 
for  contrafting  the  happinefs  which  they  enjoyed  un- 
der our  mild  government  with  the  tyranny  of  their 
own  rulers,  and  of  feeling  more  and  more  odious  and 
difgraceful  dependence  on  France. 

It  wasalfo  contended,  That  our  fituation  precluded 
every  idea  of  honourable  peace,  except  through  the 
medium  of  vidory  ;  that  the  profecution  of  the  war 
with  the  utmoit  vigour,  until  it  might  be  terminated  on 
better  and  more  honourable  grounds  than  at  prefent, 
was  eflential  to  the  political  exiftence  of  Great  Bri* 
tain  ;  and,  in  a  word,  that  we  muA  humbife  France 
through  America — that  if  we  even  fubmitted  to  the 
difgraceful  and  humiliating  meafure  of  acknowledging 
(he  independence  of  America,  ftill  that  fatal  concetfion 
would  expofe  us  to  the  probable  lofs  of  all  our  tranfma- 
^ine  pofiei&pnsy  an4  fuik  the  political  confequence  ^f 
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thiskingdom  to  nothing  in  thefcale  of  Europe;  nor  OH  A  P« 
•would  it  even  accelerate  the  work  of  peace,  however  y^^^y 
earneftly  that  event  might  be  delircd.  America  was  a  ^^ 
new  ftate,  and  Jhc  muft  maintain  or  eftabliili  her.pub-  '^ 
lie  chara^ler.  She  was  bound  by  every  tie  of  policy,  as 
well  as  honour,  not  to  defert  her  allies,  or  to  leave 
them  expofed  to  our  collected  efforts  in  a  war  under- 
taken for  her  advantage.  But  were  it  otherwife,  ihe 
was  now  toociofely  conneded  with  France,  as  well  as 
tod  dependent  on  that  power,  to  be  able  to  enter  fe- 
parately  into  any  treaty  with  Great  Britain. — Our 
fituacion,  it  was  owned,  was  arduous  and  difficult ;  but 
there  was  no  reafon  to  defpair.  The  heterogeneous 
confederacy  formed  againft  us,  although  undoubtedly 
very  powerful,  was  not  by  any  means  fo  tremenduous  as 
was  commonly  reprcfented.  Befides  the  other  princi- 
ples of  difunion  common  to  all  great  confederacies,  this 
was  rompofed  of  powers  the  mofk  unlikely  to  agree,  if 
not  incapable  of  coalefcing.  The  Spaniards  had  a  na- 
tural and  invincible  prejudice  againft  the  French  j  and 
it  could  never  be  fuppofed  or  believed,  that  the  Pro- 
teitant  republicans  of  North  America,  who  were  more 
zealoufly  attached  to  their  religious  and  political  princi- 
ples than  perhaps  any  other  civilizdd  people,  and  who 
were  even  fighting  againft  their  own  parent  country 
and  neareft  connedlions  for  liberty,  would  ever  enter 
into  a  cordial  friendihip  and  lafting  union  with  a  Roman 
Catholic  power,  which,  having  enflaved  its  own  peo- 
ple, would  not  even  allow  the  word  liberty  a  place  in 
itsdiftionanes.  We  ihould  therefore  ftrike  boldly  at  the 
ivhole  confederacy,  and  not  at  this  or  that  particular 
part,  until,  by  the  vigour  of  our  efforts,  and  the  di£> 
cordance  of  its  own  parts,  the  whole  fabric  was  ihakea 
to  pieces. 

All  thefe  arguments  were  treated  by  Oppofuion  with 
the  utmoit  contempt.  Every  year,  they  faid,  had  af- 
forded a  new  reafon  for  the  continuance  of  the  Ameri- 
can war.  By  vain  and  empty  delufions  wc  bad  been 
led  on,  year  after  year,  to  continue  this  ruinous  war, 
indefpite  of  every  calamity,  lofs,  danger,  and  difgrace. 
Even  at  this  time,  the  infatuation  of  minif^ry  was  as 
ftrong  as  ever,  and  they  feemed  to  think  the  Parliament 
equally  blind  with  themfelves.  But  whatever  effedl 
minif^erial  arts  had  formerly  produced  on  the  opinions 
wd  difpofitions  of  the  people,  their  univerfal  cry  now 
was  for  peace  with  America,  and  vigorous  war  with  our 
other  enemies ;  and  it  remained  to  be  fcen  whether 
the  minifters  had  yet  influence  enough  in  the  Houfe  to 
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CHAP,  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  American  war  to  the  en* 
XXVI.  jjj.g  j.jjjjj^    j^jj^  contrary  to  the  exprefs  fenfe  of  the 

*^J^  nation. 

With  regard  to  the  profperous  fituation  of  our  afiBiirs 
on  the  continent  of  America,  it  was  affirmed,  that  fimi* 
lar  language  had  been  held  out  on  every  gleam  of  fuc* 
cefs  ever  iince  the  commencement  of  the  war.  It  was 
true,  indeed,  that  our  fuccefies  had  at  fome  times  been 
glorious  and  fplendid,  and  our  troops  had  on  all  oc- 
caiions  gained  great  honour  ;  but  it  was  doubtful  whe* 

^  ther  we  had  been  any  real  gainers  by  thefe  advantages. 

Bofton  was,  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  exchanged 
for  New  York.  The  redu&ion  of  thac  city,  the  vidory 
.  at  Long  liland,  at  Brandy  Wine,  and  the  taking  of 
Philadelphia,  the  capital  of  America,  were  each  of  them, 
m  their  day,  held  out  as  obieds  of  the  greateft  triumph, 
9nd  leading  to  fuccefies  ftill  more  fplendid,  and  which 
muft  neceilarily  decide  the  fate  of  the  continent.  When 
thefe  confequences  were  found  not  to  take  place, 
another  fource  of  confidence  was  opened  in  the  ex*' 
change  of  Rhode  Ifland,  the  beft  winter  harbour  in  all 
North  America,  for  Charleftown,  the  capital  of  South 
Carolina.  People  con  verfant  in  thefe  matters  might  de» 
termine  on  which  iide  the  advantage  lay ;  but  the  glo 
rious  vidlory  at  Camden,  it  feeiued,  was  now  to  make 
up  for  all  difadvantages,  and  to  revive  all  our  former 
illufive  hopes.  But  if  our  judgment  was  to  be  founded 
on  experience  and  analogy,  we  ought  rather  to  confider 
this  as  the  forerunner  of  fome  grievous  difafter.  What 
could  be  more  fplendid  or  flattering  than  the  fuccefs  at 
Ticonderoga,  which  was  foon  followed  by  the  lols  of 
a  whole  army  ?  Was  there  any  reafon  to  expeft  that 
the  prefent  fuccefs  might  not  foon  be  followed  by  a  ii« 
milar  difafter  f  The  confequence  of  our  fuccefs  at 
Charleftown  was  the  laying  Lord  Cornwallis  under  the 
neceflity  of  putting  all  tp  the  hazard  by  encountering  a 
vaft  fuperrority  of  force  at  Camden,  The  merit  of  his 
fuccefs  mud  red  with  himfelf  f  but  what  was  to  be  ex- 
pe^ed  from  thofe  condu<flors  of  the  war,  who  laid  him 
under  fuch  a  dangerous  necefTity,  that  his  viftory  might 
be  accounted  a  miracle  ?  There  was  like  wife  a  circum« 
ftance  attending  this  viAory  which  afforded  a  d'u'eft 
proof  that  the  majority  of  the  Americans  were  not  fo 
friendly  to  this  country,  as  had  fo  frequently,  and  with 
fuch  confidence,  been  reported  by  miniAry.  So  far 
from  this,  they  were  almofl  univerfally  attached  to  the 
caufe  of  Congrefs ;  for  no  fooner  had  General  Gates 
appeared  in  Carolinai  than  thofe  very  people  flocked  ta 
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his  ftasdard  wholaad  already  taken  oaths  to  the  Britifli  C  HAP. 
govcmment,  carrying  with  them  even  the  arms  which    *      ; 
had  been  put  into  their  hands  by  our  general,  which  re-  '"^TtSoT' 
duced  him  to  the  unhappy  neceflity  of  putting  to  death 
fuch  of  them  as  fell  into  his  hands. 

Great  advantages,  indeed,  they  owned,  might  be  de- 
rived from  the  viftories  we  had  gained.  They  might 
be  made  the  foundation  of  an  honourable  and  happy 
peace.  Minifters  ought,  therefore,  without  lofs  of  time, 
to  feize  the  occaiion :  but,  ini^ead  of  this,  the  fpeech  f 

from  the  Throne,  with  its  echo,  the  addrefs,  fhewed  « 

that  they  were  ftill  determined  to  carry  on  the  war  to 
the  utmoft.  It  was  the  popularity  of  this  war,  they 
faid,  and  that  only,  by  which  miniiters  held  their  places* 
On  this  principle  they  raifed  new  regiments,  and  fent 
them,-under  inexperienced  officers,  to  perifti  by  whole- 
£ile  in  the  Weft  India  fervice;  whilft  thofe  hardy  ve- 
terans, who  were  proof  againft  climates  and  every  kind 
of  fervice,  were  kept  in  America.  After  controvert- 
ing the  affertion  of  miniftry,  that  no  feparate  peace 
could  be  made  with  America,  they  aflced.  What  would 
be  the  confequeitce  of  withdrawing  the  troops  from 
America  ?  American  independence  undoubtedly.  Would 
this  be  a  method  of  obtaining  peace?  It  could  not  be 
denied. — Could  the  troops  fubdue  America  if  they  ftaid 
there?  It  was  not  even  h6ped  or  pretended. — Could 
the  American  war  be  given  up  without  her  being  inde- 
pendent ?  Certainly  not. — Could  peace  be  obtained 
without  allowing  independence  to  America  ?  The  mi- 
niiters well  knew  it  could  not. — If  thefe  things  were  fo, 
and  it  was  evident  they  could  not  be  controverted,  then, 
laid  Oppafition,  it  is  plain  the  minifters  are  wafting  the 
blood  and  treafure  of  this  country  without  any  obje^. 

Beiides  all  this,  the  Oppodtion  iniifted,  that  our  af- 
fairs were  in  a  fituation  infinitely  worfe  than  even  at  the 
Convention  of  Saratoga.  Without  wafting  time,  they 
faid,  on  the  comparative  value  of  pofts,  are  we  not  more 
than  forty  millions  worfe,  through  the  mere  expences 
of  the  war,  fmce  that  period  ?  And  has  not  the  failure 
of  our  commecce,and  the  exhaufting  of  our  refources,in- 
creafed  in  proportion?  Ever  lince  the  affair  of  Trenton, 
it  had  been  known  to  all  military  men,  that  every  attempt 
to  fubdue  America  was  only  a  proftitution  offo  much 
blood  and  treafure,  as  the  matter  was  altogether  imprac- 
ticable. Inftead  of  pledging  themfelves  blindly  to  his 
Majefty  for  the  continuance  of  a  ruinous  war,  they 
ought  to  declare,  that  they  would  afford  every  fupport 
tb  his  arms  againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  Let  that Houfe 
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C  H  A  P-dcferVedly  feel  every  exertion  of  our  force,  and  weight 
XXVL  of  our  refentnaent. 

^"^^^^  Beddes  thefe  arguments  againft  the  continuance  of  the 
American  war,  Mr  Fox  particularly  reprobated  the 
fyitem  of  martial  law  which  had  been  eiVablifhed  through- 
out the  kingdom,  it  was  a  mockery,  he  faid;  to  talk 
of  obtaining  the  fenfc  of  the  people  through  the  medium 
of  the  elections,  when  it  was  univerfally  known,  that 
thefe  eiedions  were  not  free  ;  and  he  reproved,  in  the 
mod  pointed  terms,  the  miniitry,  for  having  dared  to 
fend  orders  to  officers,  in  all  the  towns  throughout  the 
kingdom,  as  well  in  thofe  where  there  had  been  no 
pronenefs  to  tumult  as  where  there  had,  for  the  military 
to  ad  at  their  own  difcretion,  without  any  diredion 
from  the  civil  power.  Thefe  orders,  he  faid,  had  not 
been  recalled,  till  almoin  every  eledion  was  over  ;  and 
he  reprefented  it  as  a  moil  alarming  violence  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  a  meafure  which  called  loudly  for  par- 
liamentary injury.  He  likewife  arraigned  the  condu^ 
of  minifters,  in  terms  of  the  utmoft  feverity ,  for  their 
uppointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  government  of 
Greenwich  Hofpital. 

'  Thefe  arguments  of  Oppofition  were  ftill  infuffident 
to  gain  their  point.     The  addrefs,  without  any  amend- 
ment, was  carried  by  212  to  130 ;  and  a  fimilar  one  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  68  to  23. — In  the  Committee  of 
Supply  91,000  feamen,  including  marines,  were  voted 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year. 
Thanks  of     The  thanks  of  the  Commons  were  prefented  to  Sir 
the  Houfe  Fletcher  Norton,  though  not  without  great  oppofition 
2J\7*  *^    ^^^^^  ^he  court  party ;  and  on  this  occafion,  the  minifter 
Fletcher    hi^nfelf,  never  deficient  incomplaifance,  voted  again(\ 
Norton^    his  own  friends.     A  few  days  after,  the  thanks  of  the 
aa         'Houfe  were  likewife  voted  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Earl 
Cornwallis,  and  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  for  the  very  emi- 
nent fervices  performed  by  them  ;  particularly  the  re- 
duAion  of  Charleftown,   and  the  glorious  viftory  at 
Camden. 
Reflec-  The  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  Govern- 

aT*-^"i    °*^"'  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  produced  long  and  violent 
jjJJJ,*^!*    debates  ;  but  as  perfonal  refentment  ieenied  to  have  a 
&c.  by  Sir  greater  fhare  in  thefe  than  love  for  the  public  good,  we 
J^ugh        f}i3li  here  only  take  notice,  that  the  affair  ended  in  a 
aiiifcr.     y |.fgj.  accufation  by  Sir  Hugh  himfelf,  of  the  conduft  of 
Admiral  Keppel,  the  Oppoiition  in  general,  and  parti- 
cularly the  court  martial  by  which  Admiral  Keppel  had 
been  tried.     On  this  a  motion  was  made  by  Sir  Robert 
Smithy  anu  feconded  by  the  Earl  of  Surrey ,  for  an  in- 
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<|Qiry  into  the  coodud  of  the  two  courts  martial ;  which,  chap. 
he  faid,  was  deilced  merely  for  the  fake  of  juftice,  and  ^^^'^' 
without  any  intention  of  retrofped  into  matters  which  ^"^TV*^ 
had  already  produced  fo  much  mifchief.  As  miniders, 
however,  had,  by  bringing  forward  the  Vice-admiral, 
given  occafion  for  reverting  to  pait  tranfaftions,  he 
thought  the  whole  ihould  be  fully  inquired  into  ;  at 
the  fame  time  declaring,  that  he  Ihould  govern  him- 
ielf  entirely  by  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  truth, 
when  the  buGnef^  was  lifted  to  the  bottom.  If  it  fliould 
appear,  that  the  court  martial  was  warranted  in  pro- 
Douncing  the  fentence  which  they  had  pafled,  he  Ihould 
then  give  his  vote  f<ir  pafling  a  cenfure  on  the  Vice-ad* 
nural,  who  had  thus  publicly  arraigned  their  juiUce. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  ihould  come  out,  that  the  Vice- 
adnurai's  complaints  were  well  founded,  and  that  the 
court  martial  had  denied  himjuflice,  he  Ihould  fupporc 
any  proceeding  againft  the  members  of  that  court  which 
the  Houfe  ihould  propofe  to  adopt. 

But  though  this  motion  was,  in  appearance,  agreed 
to,  fuch  methods' were  adopted  by  the  miniller  as  at  lail 
rendered  it  totally  ineiFeftual.  The  affair  which  had 
been  debated  before  the  recefs,  was  introduced  by  Mr 
Fox  in  the  beginning  of  February,  and  his  motion  was 
to  the  following  purpofe  :  ^^  That  the  appointment  of 
Sir  Hugh  Palliler  to  be  Governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpi- 
tal,  after  he  had  been  declared  guilty  of  having  pre- 
ferred a  malicious  and  ill  founded  accufation  againii  his 
commanding  officer hy  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial, 
%vas  a  meaiure -totally  fubverfive  of  the  disciplines  and 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the  navy."  This  the  mi- 
nifter  evaded,  by  aiTerting,  that  theie  words  were  an 
extrajudicial  opinion — ^that  the  Vice-admiral  had  never 
been  tried  on  any  fuch  charge — that  he  had  be^n  moft 
honourably  acquitted  by  the  court  martial  which  after- 
wards tried  him  ;  for  which  reafon,  he  moved  an 
amendment,  and  at  length,  by  the  aiTiilance  of  the  So- 
licitor-General, the  rifttion  was  moulded  into  the  fol- 
lowing form — ^'^  That  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  to  the  government  of  Greenwich Hofpital,  who 
by  the  officers  who  fat  on  the  court  martial  held  for  the 
the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel^  and  before  whom  Sir  Hu^h 
Palliler  was  not  charged  with  any  malice  in  the  accufa- 
tion of  the  faid  Admiral,  or  heard  in  his  defence,  is 
declared  to  have  preferred  an  ill-founded  accufation 
againft  his  Commander  in  Chief;  and  whofe  condu^  on 
the  27th  of  Jul V  1778,  by  a  fubfequent  court  martial, 
was,  after  a  full  examination,  declared  to  be  in  many 
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CHAP,  rcfpefts  highly  exemplary  and  meritorious  f  and  who 
«J^^y^  has,  during  the  courfe  of  forty-five  years,  ferved  the 
1781.  Crown,  both  in  his  civil  and  military  capacity,  with 
great  ability,  bravery,  and  fidelity,  was  a  meafure  to- 
tally fubverfive  of  the  difcipline,  and  derogatory  to 
the  honour  of  the  navy."  This  motion,  thus  amended, 
after  violent  debates,  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  214 
to  149.  Mr  Fox  propofed  a  long  amendment  to  the 
amended  motion,  of  which  the  niinifter  got  cle^r,  by 
moving  for  the  order  of  the  day,  and  thus  the  affair 
terminated. 

'  Previous  to  the  inquiry,  the  fubjeft  of  the  Dutch 
war  had  been  can vafied,  and,  after  much  fruitlefs  al- 
tercation, had  terminated,  as  we  have  feen,  in  an  open 
rupture  with  that  power.  The  aifinirs  of  India  next 
engioffed  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  of  which  an  ac- 
count fhall  afterwards  be  given. Thefe  being  dif- 

cuffed,  Mr  Burke  made  a  fecond  attempt  to  introduce 
his  ei\abliihment  bill ;  but  though  it  was  fupported  with 
all  the  powers  of  eloquence  by  Mr  William  Pitt,  fon  of 
Lord  Chatham,  and  by  the  young  Lord  Maitland,  the 
weight  of  minilterial  influence  wasftill  too  great  tobere- 
liilcd,  and  the  fecond  reading  was  rejected  by  233  to  190. 
On  the  The  next  objeft  ofdifcuflion  was,  the   loan  for  the 

loan  for  year,  of  twelve  millions  which  the  miniiler  had  bar- 
M^  ^h*^'  gained  for,  on  terms  fo  advantageous  to  the  lenders, 
''^^  *  ^'  that  the  price  of  the  new  ilock  rofe  at  market  from  9 
to  lo  percent,  above  par.  This  drew  upon  him  the  ut- 
moft  vengeance  of  Mr  Fox,  who  contended,  that  the 
money  might  have  been  obtained  upon  much  better 
terms.  The  lofs  of  the  moncy^  however,  was,  com- 
paratively fpeaking,  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  evil.  The 
loan  was  dill  more  dangerous  in  a  political  view  ;  as 
the  profits,  according  to  his  calculation,  under  every 
probable  contingency,  would  amount  to  near  a  million ; 
which  great  fum,  he  faid,  was  entirely  at  the  difpofal, 
and  in  the  hands  of  the  minifler,  to  be  granted  as  dou- 
ceurs to  the  members  of  the  Houfe,  whether  as  compen- 
fations  for  the  expences  of  their  eleflions,  or  for  what- 
ever other  purpofe  of  corrupt  influence  might  beft  fuic 
his  views.  Thus  the  attempt  made  by  Mr  Burke  to 
reftrain  undue  influence,  by  controuling  the  civil-lift 
expenditure,  would  have  been  of  little  avail,  even  if  it 
had  fucceeded,  when  a  fum,  equal  to  that  whole  re- 
venue, was  to  be  annually  thrown  into  tKe  hands  of 
the  minifter,  to  be  applied  to  the  worft  and  raoft  danger- 
ous of  all  purpofes,  that  of  procuring  and  preferving  a 
conftant  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  upon  every 
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qneAlon  ;  and  thereby  affording  fupport  and  efficacy  to  C  H  A  p, 
all  the  views  and  deligns  of  adniiniUration  however 
pernicious  or  ruinous,  and  without  the  poflibility  of  par-  ^"TtSi^ 
liamencary  redrefs  to  the  public.  The  lottery  claufe 
he  particularly  obje<fled  to,  as  the  moft  pernicious  and 
dellru^ive  of  all  fpecies  of  gaining  ;'  as  immediately  af- 
feding  the  morals,  habits,  and  circumrtances  of  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people  ;  and  which,  upon  every 
principal  of  policy,  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided.  He 
therefore  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the  minifter's 
motion,  for  agreeing  to  the  terms  of  the  loan,  that  the 
latter  claufe,  refpeding  the  lottery,  Ihould  be  omitted. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  miniiler  defended  himfelf  on 
the  plea  of  neceflity,  and  pofuively  afferted,  that  the 
money  could  not  have  been  obtained  on  ealler  coi\di' 
tions.  He  utterly  refufed  the  idea  of  the  loan  being 
any  fource  of  influence  whatever  ;  and  as  to  the  interelt 
which  theminii^er  might  be  fuppofed  to  derive  from  it, 
he  faid,  it  muR  be  but  a  very  poor  compenfation  for 
the  great  fatigue  and  trouble  of  mind  occaiioned  by 
fuch  a  burthen  ;  and  he  had  full  conviction,  that  no 
buHnefs  could  be  more  difagreeable.  He  requefted 
gentlemen  toconfider  the  ill  confequences  of  their  re- 
fufing  to  accede  to  the  propofitlons  agreed  on.  The 
attention  paid  by  monied  men  to  the  Treafury  would 
be  lefiened  ;  and  if  it  were  ufual  for  the  Houfe  to 
fettle  and  alter  the  terms,  they  muft  go  farther,  and-- 
conduft  the  bufmefs,  and  make  the  bargain  themfelves. 
That  argument  certainly  would  not  go  to  the  fupport  of 
any  thing  materially  wrong.  In  that  cafe,  the  Houfc 
ought  to  interfere :  but  unlefs  the  obje6lipns  were,  very  , 
material,  which  he  trulied  they  would  not  be,  he  left 
gentlemen  to  confider  the  ill  confequences  of  refufmg 
to  accede  to  the  propofi tions  which  had  been  agreed  on« 
With  rcfpeft  to  the  lottery,  he  faid,  it  was  a  favourite 
part  of  every  douceur  with  all  money-lenders  ;  it  was 
an  encouragement  and  advantage  to  them,  without  any 
expence  to  government ;  on  the  contrary,  480,000  1. 
was  paid  in,  and  remained  without  intereft  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year, 

Mr  Fox's  amendment  was  rejefted  on  a  divifion  by 
169  to  III  ;  but  the  bufinefs  was  taken  up  by  Sir  Philip  • 
Jennings  .Gierke,  who  arraigned,  in  the  moft  bitter 
terms,  the  bargain  made  by  the  minifter,  which,  he 
faid,  was  become  the  fubjed  of  compljjp^Uand  convert 
fation  in  all  places.  He  fliould  therefore 'move  for  re- 
committing the  report,  in  order  that  the  Houfe  might 
Hioead  the  t^rms,  and  prevent  fo  (l)ameful  and  extr^va^ 
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CH  A  i*.ganta  proftitntvon  of  public  money.    The  diftribmioci 
xxvi.  f^i\i^  Iq^ji  had  been  condudied  with  fcandalous  partia^- 

^TySiT^  lity.  Inftead  of  being  diAributed  among  men  of  known 
character  and  reputation,  who  had  been  always  the 
fnpportersef  governiBem,  it  bad  been  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  the  minii\er's  creatures  or  friends ;  and  he  was 
well  informed,  that  the  favoured  contractor  (Mr  Ait- 
kinfon)  had  no  lefs  than  3,300,000  1.  of  the  loan 
afligned  to  his  {hare,  or  at  leait  at  his  difpofal. 

Sir  Philip  was  feconded  in  his  attack  by  Sir  George 
Savillc,  Mr  Burke,  Mr  Fox,  Mr  By ng,  and  fome  otlier 
gentlemen,  who  beiides  reprobating  the  loan  in  all  its 
parts  and  circumiVances,  iniifted  that  th/e  Houfe  was  not 
hi  any  manner  of  way  bound  to  fulfil  the  conditions  9 
and  they  affirmed,  that  nothing  could  be  more  detri- 
mental to  the  national  credit,  than  the  attempt  of  the 
minifters  to  turn  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  into  a 
court  of  regency,  which  was  to  have  no  other  concern 
with  taxes  and  loans  than  to  give  an  official  fandion  to 
their  bargains. 

The  minifter  defended  himfelf  by  retorting  the 
charge  of  injuring  the  national  credit  upon  thofe  who 
wifhed  to  make  a  new  bargain  for  the  public.  He  main- 
tained,  that  no  immediate  faving  could  counterbalance 
the  (hock  which  this  would  give  to  the  credit  of  Parlia* 
fiient.  He  denied,  that  Mr  Aitkin fon  could  have  any 
fuch  enormous  fhare  as  was  attributed  to  bim  ;  and 
faid,  he  would  venture  to  undergo  any  cenfure  the 
Houfi?  ihould  impofe,  if  it  were  found  to  be  a  faft. — At 
laft,  on  a  divifion,  the  lottery  was  confirmed  by  133 
to  80. 

March  1 2.  Another  and  more  violent  attack  was  now  made  up« 
on  this  unfortunate  loan  by  MrByng,  who  had  been 
at  the  utmoi\  pains  to  trace  the  matter  to  the  bottom. 
He,  therefore,  moved,  ^  That  a  lift  of  all  the  fubfcri* 
bers  to  the  new  loan,  fpecifying  alfo  the  fums  fubfcri- 
bed  by  each,  (hould  be  laid  before  the  Jioufe."  But, 
as  this  alone  would  not  be  fufficient  to  bring  out  the  ne- 
cefiary  information,  he  intended  to  follow  it  with  two 
others,  viz.  "  To  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  correal  lift  of 
all  thofe  perfons  who  had  offered  to  become  fubfcribers 
to  the  new  loan,  but  whofe  offers  had  been  reje^^cd, 
fpecifying  the  particular  fums  they  had  offered  to  fub- 
fcribe,"  A  third  was  for  **  the  copies  of  all  letters, 
notes,  or  other  papers,  that  had  been  fent  to  the  mi- 
nifter, his  fecretarics,  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Trea- 
fury,  or  any  other  perfons,  from  whofe  hands  they 
were  traafmitted  to  him^  coaveylng  an  applicatiofi  ep 


prapofak  for  any  part  of  the  lo^n.'*  The  reafons  which  C  n  A  P. 
indaced  him  to  make  thefe  motions  were  to  (hew,  that  ^J^^]^ 
the  moeey  might  have  been  borrowed  a^t^  per  cent, —     j^g,, 
that  the  Miniiler  was  offered  the  imraenfe  fum  of  .38 
mitlions,  and  eonfequently  wa^  nnder  no  neceflity  to 
hurry  on  the  bargain  in  ftlch  a  precipitate  manner — 
that  thefe  propofals  were  made  by  wealthy  and  fub- 
Rantial  men,  fully  able  to  fupport  their  pretenlions,  biTt 
whofe  propofals  were  rejeded  with  contempt — and  that 
it  was  evident  the  new  loan  could  be  made  with  no 
other  view  than  of  corrupt  influence. 

From  this  dangerous  attack  the  minifter  defended 
himfelf  by  affcnting  to  the  firlt  motion,  treating  the  fc- 
cond  as  ufelefs,  and  the  third  as  unfair  and  improper. 
The  Houfe,  of  confequence,  agreed  to  the  firftj  rejeft- 
ed  the  fecond  upon  a  divifion  ;  and  the  third  without  March  zu 
any.  In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  however,  the  loan  did  not 
efcape  the  mofl  fevere  animadverfion  from  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham.  It  had  met  with  fuch  extraordinary 
oppofition,  iu  all  its  ftages,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  it  had  been  hurried  up  with  great  difpatch  from 
thence  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  that  without  going 
through  all  the  cuftomary  forms.  The  Marquis,  there- 
fore, flightly  touching  upon  this  irregular  proceeding, 
direAed  his  obje^ions  immediately  againft  the  fubftance 
of  the  bill.  After  largely  infiJHng  upon  the  topics 
which  had  been  fo  fully  handled  in  the  lower  Houfe, 
he  concluded,  that  the  minifler  had  broken  his  faith 
with  Parliament  and  the  nation;  that,  though  he  fhould 
not  put  a  negative  on  the  bill,  he  thought  himfelf  call- 
ed upon,  as  an  adl  of  duty,  to  teftify  his  difapprobation 
of  the  loan,  which,  in  a  time  of  public  calamity  like  the 
prefent,  when  the  utmoil  (Economy  was  neceflary,  more 
particularly,  he  had  wantonly  and  corruptly  lavifhed 
about  a  million  fterling;  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  mere- 
ly for  the  purpofe  of  influencing  or  bribing  thfe  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  in  Parliament  to  give  their  coun- 
tenance and  fupport  to  the  continuance  of  a  moft  wick- 
ed, impolitic,  and  ruinous  war. — To  all  this,  however,  . 
the  Lords  in  Adminiflration  did  not  think  proper  to 
make  the  fmallefl  reply  ;  and  the  bill  was  pafTed  with- 
out further  animadveriion. 

The  moft  important  bufinefs  which  now  took  place, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  feflion,  related  to  the  India 
afiairs;  an  alteration  propofed  in  the  marriage  a  A,  in 
order  to  procure  fome  relaxation  in  its  feverity,  but 
which  was  negatived  by  a  great  majority  ;  with  fome 
.  ineffeAual  propofals  for  making  peace  with  Americ^i, 
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C  H  A  P»  On  the  1 8th  of  July  1781  an  end  was  put  to  this  long 
x^^l^M  feflion.     The  fpeech  contained  the  ufual  congratulati- 
^J[^    ons,  and  expreffcd  the  ufual  hopes  of  bringing  back  the 
Rcccfs!      deluded  Americans  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  ;— expreflB- 
Julj  18.    ons  now  ufed  for  the  laft  time  to  the  Parliament  of  Bri- 
tain ;  for,  before  the  next  feflion,  the  fatal  difafter  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  had  finally  decided  the  matter  in  fa- 
your  of  the  colonies. 
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CHAP.    XXVII. 


Military  operations  in  Carolina — St  Eujiatius^  Demc- 
rarjfy  and  IJJequibo^  retaken  by  the  French — Likewije 
St  Chri/fophersj  Nevis ^  and  Mountferrat — Engagements 
between  de  Grajje  and  Sir  Samuel  Hood — Attempt  on 
'Jamaica — De  GraJJe  completely  defeated  by  Rodney — 
Attempt  on  Jer/ey — Convoy  from  St  Eujlatius  captured 
by  Piquet — Commodore  Johnjlone^s  engagement  with  Suf 
frein — Dutch  fhips  taken  at  Saldanha — M,  de  la  Motte 
hanged  for  a  Jpy — Engagement  between  Sir  Peter 
Parker  and  the  Dutch  fleet* 


THE  departure  of  Lord  Cornwallis  from  Carolina  chap, 
'  had,  as  we  have  formerly  feen,  occafioned  great   xxvii. 
diliiculties  to  the  Britifh  army  there ;  which,  though  ^^^^T^ 
they  had  continued  to  oppofe  them  with  unremitting 
patience,  as  well  as  the  mollobftinate  efforts  of  valour, 
had  iViU  proved  too  great  to  be  furmounted.     In  the 
beginning  of  September  1781,  General  Greene  having 
received  inch  reinforcements  as  he  judged  fulEcient  to 
enable  him  to  adlontheoffenfive,  his  army  nowamoimt- 
ing  to  about  4000  men,  determined  to  invade  that  part 
of  the  province  which  wasftillpofleffedby  theBritifti,and 
to  drive  them  entirely  out  of  the  country.     With  this  Military 
view  he  marched  from  the  high  hills  of  San  tee,  to  pafs  oi^rations 


Congare  River  and  attack  Colonel  Stewart,  who  com- 
manded the  Britifti  forces,  and  whofe  troops,  only  about 
2.000  men,  were  at  that  time  fickly,  and  their  provifi- 
ons  fcarce.  In  order  to  fave  a  convoy,  which  was  on 
its  way  to  join  them,  the  Britiih  commander  retired 
about  40  miles  to  a  place  called  Eutaw  fptings,  about 
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C  H  A  P.6o  miles  north  of  Charleftown.     Here  a  moft  obftinate 
XXVII.  ijj^ttle  enfued,  from  nine  in  the  morning  to  one  in  the 
afternoon.     Both  fides  claimed   the  vidory ;  and  the 
accounts  of   the  Britilh  and    American  commanders 
were  fo  totally  different,  thac  it  was  impoffible  to  find 
out  the  truth.   The  lofs  of  the  Americans,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  by  their  own  account,  amounted  to  between 
500  and  600;  one  lieutenant  colonel,  one  major,  lix 
captains,  and  eight  other  commiffioned  officers,  were 
killed;  five  lieutenant-colonels,  13  captains,  and   25 
lieutenatits,  wounded.     Colonel  Waihington  was  ta«- 
ken  prifoner.     On  our  fide,  three  commllhoned  officers^ 
and  85  privates,  were  killed;  and  16  officers,  and  351 
privates,  wounded,  and  257  miffing.     Colonel  Stewart 
himfelf  was  wounded.    All  the  Britifh  officers  behav- 
ed with  the  utmoft  gallantry  ;  and  circumitances,  upon 
the  whole,  afforded  them  fair  ground  whereon  to  red 
their  claim  of  victory.     The  confequences,  however,, 
to  ibe  Britifh  were  thofe  of  a  defeat ;  as  the  country 
in  the  neighbourhood  .of  Charleftown,  which,  for   a 
confiderable  time,  had  remained  in  peace,  was  become 
the  fcene  of  a  cruel  and  defultory  war,  in  which,  ex-^ 
^cept  the  defign  of  flraitening  the  capital,  the  only  other 
objefts  feem  to  have  been  the  obtaining  plunder,  pro- 
viiions,  or  the  gratification  of  the  mutual  animoiities 
of  both  parties. 
R«ichrc-     Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1781,  the  illand  of 
tmke  St     St.  Euftatius  was  furprifed  by  the  Marquis  de  Bou- 
EullatiuB.  jjjg^     1^.^^  thoufand  men  were  embarked  on  th«  en* 
terprife ;  but,  by  reafon  of  the  difficulty  of  the  land- 
ing-place,  though  left  open  and  unguarded,  a  great 
nvunber  perifhcd,  and  the  boats  which  carried  them 
were  def^royed.     Only   400  could  be  landed  by  his 
utmofl  efforts  of  perfeverance  and  courage ;  and  he 
then  faw  himfelf  cut  off  from  every  afTdbnce  from 
his  fliips,    as  well  as  from  every   means  of  retreat. 
The  garrifon,  conlilling  of  the  13th  and  15th  regi- 
ments, was,  befides,  almofl  double  in  number  to  the 
iroops  he  had  been  able  to  land  ;  and  bis  danger  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  difficult  road  for  two  miles  from  the  land- 
ing-place to  the  fort,  interfered  by  a  defile  in  the  hills, 
where  an  army  might  have   been  flopped  by  a  very 
fmall  number.    In  this  dangerous  lituation,  the  French 
commander  placed  a  full  confidence  in  the  probability 
of  furprifing  his  enemy.     His  troops  were  the  beft  in 
France,  being  principally  compofed  of  the  Count  Dil- 
lon's regiment,  and  a  part  of  the  Irifh  brigade  in   the 
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Pfctich  fervice,  and  whofe  red  uniform  contributed  C  tt  A  P. 
greatly  to  facilitate  the  cnterprife.  v^^W 

The  French  troops  arrived  at  their  place  of  dcftina-  ^"^j^^ 
uon  on  the  26th  of  November,  about  iunrife.  A  divi-  Nov.  46f 
fion  of  the  garrifon  were  going  through  their  exercifes 
in  an  adjacent  field  ;  the  greater  part  v^ere  difperfed  in 
quarters  in  the  houfes  of  the  town^  and  a  number  pro-* 
bably  in  bed.  They  were  firft  informed  of  their  dangesL 
by  a  volley  of  (hot  fired  almoR  at  theix  breafts.  Several 
being  killed  by  this  fire,  the  red  fldfl  in  the  utmoit 
confufion,  and  fo  clogged  up  the  drawbridge  that  it 
could  not  be  drawn  up  until  the  enemy  entered  with 
them.  Thus  the  fort  was  loft  in  a  moment ;  and  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Cockburn^  the  governor,  vvho  had  been 
taking  an  early  ride,  happening  to  return  at  this  unfor- 
tunate moment,  was  made  prifoner  on  horfeback.  The 
Marquis  de  Bouille  behaved  with  that generoiity  which 
had  all  along  marked  his  charader.  A  conliderabls/ 
fum  of  money  which  the  governor  claimed  as  his  pro- 
perty, wa$,  with  the  conlent  of  the  officers,  reftored  to 
him-  A  very  large  fum,  however,  beings  remainder 
of  the  produce  of  the  late  fales,  and  fuid  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  Admiral  Rodney  and  General  Vaughan,  be- 
came a  prize  to  the  victors.  Their  whole  fpoil  was  efti-^ 
mated  at  two  millions  of  livres. 

The  lofs  of  St  Euftatius  was  only  a  prelude  to  farther 
misfortunes  in  the  Weil  Indies.     The  fuperiority  of  the 
French  by  fea  and  land  enabled  them  to  attack  the  reft 
of  the  Britilh  fettlements  with  every  advantage.     In 
the  month  of  January  1782,  they   retook  the  Dutch  Dertixrai^y' 
fettlements  of  Demarary  and  Iffequibo  ;  while  France,  *»d  I3e^ 
by  reftoring  them  to  Holland,  had  an  opportunity   df  ^"J,^^  ^^ 
Slewing  her  fidelity  to  her  ally,  as  well  as  an  appear- thctrencfe 
ance  of  difintereftednefs  for  which  flie  had  been  by  no  Likcwifc 
means  remarkable  in  former  times.  ^hc!*"^^ 

The  ifland  of  St  Chriftopher's  was  next  reduced.  On  jaiTii.- 
the  nth  of  January  1782,  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  lan- 
ded with  8000  men  on  the  ifland,  and  was  fupported  by 
the  Cdunt  de  Graffe  with  32  fhips  of  the  line.  The  gar- 
rifon under  General  Frazcr  did  not  exceed  600  men, 
and  the  great  force  of  the  enemy,  notwithftanding  a 
dangerous  furf  which  then  prevailed,  rendered  all  re- 
finance to  their  landing  ineffedual.  General  Frazer, 
the  governor,  with  his  fmall  garrifon,  retired  to  Brim- 
ftone  Hill,  reckoned  one  of  the  ftrongeft  polts  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  though  his  troops  were  infuflkient  to  gar- 
rifon it,  and  2000  men  were  thought  neceffary  to  hav« 
defended  it  properly.     The  attack  had  been  originally 
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CHAP,  ci^iigned  on  Barbadoes,  where  the  great  fuperiority  ^f 
^2^^^  the  French  fleet  had  given  hopes  to  iheircomajiin(ier\)f 
,78^,     not  only  reducing  the  ifland,  but  deiiroyi^ig  the  Englidi 
fleet,  which,  to  the  number  of  22  fail  of  the  line,  roilc 
at  that  time  in  Carlifle  Bay.     De  GralTe,  however,  h.-d 
been  prevented  by  contrary  wimis  from  putting    thi$ 
fbheme  in  execution,  and  he  was  driven  by  theju  fo  far 
to  leeward,  that  St  Chriilopher's  became  the  objedl   of 
hisentcrprife.    Sir  Samuel  Hood,  however,  theBritifli 
admiral,  far  from  being  intimidated  at  the  fuperiority 
#  ef  his  enemy,  determined  to  come  out  to  Tea  in  order  to 

fight  him.  He  accordingly  failed  from  Barbadoes  to 
Antigua,  where  he  took  on  board  General  Prefcot, 
with  the  few  foldlers  who  could  be  fpared,  and  thence 
proceeding  to  Baffe  Terre  Road,  where  the  enemy  lay 
at  anchor,  began  at  day-break  to  form  his  line  of  battle 
in  order  to  attack  them. 

This  bold  dcfign  was  fruftrated  by  two  ftips  acciden* 
tally  running  foul  of  each  other,  fo  that  the  ^eet  wa« 
obliged  to  lie  by  for  a  day  10  repair  their  damages,  dur- 
ing which  time,  a  French   frigate,    from  JVlartinico^ 
full  of  Jhells  and  ordnance  (lores,  for  the  fiege  of  Brmv 
Manero-    ftone  Hill,    fell  into  their  hands.      De  Graffe  thea 
euffl'MN*^    thought  proper  to  quit  his  anchorage  and  come  out  to 
meiits  be  (^^^  that,  by  having  room  to  ad,  his  fleet  might  deri  V($ 
rwccn  Dc  all  advantages  from  their  fuperiority  of  number.     The 
Gridreandgj.jjjQj  admiral,  perceiving  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
Hood,      from  his  movement,  inftantly  puOied  on  for  Baflfe  Terre 
Jan.sj.     Road,    and  took  poileifion  of  the  anchorage  ground 
which  they  had  quitted  on  the  preceding  evening.     If 
the  fuperior  judgment  and  feamanlhipdifplayed  in  thi» 
xnaflerly  movement  excited  the  aHoniihrnent  and  cha- 
grin of  the  enemy,  a  fenfe  of  its  polhble  confequences, 
in  cutting  them  off  from  all  communication  with  their 
army  on  Ihore,  afforded  no  fmall  room  for  the  moft 
ferious  apprehenfions.     Impelled,  therefore,  by  every 
motive,   whether  of  defeating  the  defign,  or  of  aveng* 
ing  the  deception,  they  fell  with  the  utmoft  fury  on 
Commodore  Affleck,  who  commanded  the  rear  of  the 
Britilh  fquadron,  and  with  no  fmall  hopeof  cutting  qff 
that  divifion.     But  that  gallant  officer,  and  his  two 
brave  feconds.    Lord  Robert  Manners   and  Cap£aia 
Cornwallis,  kept  up  fo  noble  and  unceafing  a  fire,  that, 
with  little  lofs  or  damage  to  themfelves,' they  in   a 
great  meafure  covered  the  other  fhipsofthe  divifion, 
while  they  were  getting  into  their  (Nations  j  and,  after 
a  Iharp  conflidl,  the  French  were  obliged  to  bear  otL 
Next  morning  by  eight  o'clock^  the  Britiih  line  was  ac« 
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^clced  from  van  to  rear  by  the  whole  force  of  the  en^my,  CHAP, 
who  after  an  adion  of  two  hours,  were  obliged  again  to  ^^^J\ 


ftand  off  to  fea.  Count  de  Graife,  however,  not  yet 
difcouraged,  rtrnewcd  the  engageiiient  in  the  after*  *  ** 
noon,  dircAing  his  attack  principally  againft  the  centre 
»rid  rear  diviiions,  which  he  hoped  to  overwhelm  by 
the  great  fuperiority  of  his  force;  but  he  was  again  re* 
pulfed  with  greater  lofs  than  before.  His  own  ihip,  tht 
Ville  de  Paris,  fuffcred  fo  much  damage,  that,  in  the 
feaman's  phrafe,  flie  was  obliged  to  be  hesUd^  having 
received  no  lefs  than  84  ihoc  in  her  hul^  It  was  even 
faid,  that  1000  wounded  men  were  fent  from  the 
French  fhipt  to  St  EuAatius,  while  the  lofs  on  the  part 
of  the  Britiih  did  not  exceed  72  killed,  and  244  wounds 
ed. 

But  thwigh  the  French  found  it  impoflTible  to  diflodge 
the  Bricilh  fleet,  the  latter  found  it  equally  impofTible  to 
render  any  effectual  fervice  to  their  own  force  on  ihore. 
The  people  of  the  ifland  were  exceedingly  difcontented. 
They  had  difliked  the  American  war  from  the  begins* 
ning,  and  had  been  great  fuffercrs  by  it.  They  were^ 
beiides,  intimidated  by  the  example  of  the  inhabicanrs  of 
Tobago,  who  had  brought  ruin  upon  themfelves  by 
the  obltinacy  ot  their  defence.  The  horrors  of  a  Frenctt 
government  were  lefTened  by  the  knowledge  they  had 
ofthejuftice  and  gencrofity  of  temper  inherent  in  th* 
Marquis  de  Bouille,  fo  that  they  refolved  to  (land  neu» 
tral  during  the  Hege.  About  350  of  the  militia,  how- 
ever, were  led  by  General  Shirley  to  reinforce  General 
Frazer^s  fmall  garrifon  at  Brimftone  Hill,  and  continued 
to  the  lall  to  encounter  all  the  dangers  and  hardihips  of 
the  fiege.  Some  misfortunes  alfo  bcfel  the  French,  • 
which  threatened  to  put  an  end  to  their  hopes  at  once. 
The  powerful  artillery,  which  they  had  deligned  for 
the  attack  at  Barbadoes,  was  funk  in  attempting  to  land 
it  at  Sandy  Hook  ;  and  foon  after,  the  frigAie,  convey- 
ing the  Ordnance  ftores  from  Martinico,  was  taken  by 
the  Britiih  Heet,  as  we  have  already  mentioned.  But 
thefe  misfortunes  were  quickly  repaired  by  the  dili- 
gence of  the  commanders.  Great  part  of  the  artillery 
which  bad  been  funk  near  the  ftiorc  was  fiftied  up;  more 
was  fupplied  by  the  men  of  war,  and  frelh  qnaniities  of 
ftores  brought  from  Martinico.  They  were  likewife  al- 
(iited  by  a  itrange  piece  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
Brttilh.  Eight  brafs  24  pounders,  with  6opo  balls  pro- 
per for  tfaem,  two  r 3  inch  mortars,  and  1500  iheiis,  all 
of  which  had  been  fait  out  by  government  for  the  fup« 
ply  of  the  ibrtrcfsy  through  fome  ftrange  fatality  had 
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CHAP,  not  been  carried  up  to  the  fortrefs,  but  left  at  the  foUt 

\^HI/  °^  ^^^  '^^^^'  ^^^^""^  ^^^y  ^^^^  ^"^^  ^^^  hands  of  the  French^ 
^^"^^  and  were  initantly  turned  againft  thofc  whom  they  had 
'^  ^'    been  intended  to  affilt.     The  poft  then  occupied  by  the 
'Britilh  is  fituatcd  on  the  top  of  an  hill,  which  rifes  ott 
the  fea-lhore  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  Sandy  Point,  th^ 
fecond  town  of  the  ifland,  and  about  four  leagues  from 
BaflTe  Terre,  where  the  French  landed,  and  which  is 
%         reckoned  the  capital.    The  hill  is  naturally  very  ftrong, 
and  the  approaches  to  it  difficult ;  the  afcent.  being  (o 
^ep«  that  with  little  artificial  aid,  it  is  capable  of  enab- 
ling a  few  men  to  reiill  the  alTault  of  a  great  number. 
The  \vorks  and  buildings  at  the  top,  however,  were 
by  no  means  of  any  f^rengih  fufficienr  to  reiift*the  hea- 
vy cannon  and  mortars  now  brought  againl\  them,  and 
which  the  undifturbed  poffeflion  of  the  neighbouring 
country  enabled  the  enemy  to  plant  in  the  moft  advan- 
tageous fituations.     An  attempt  was  made  on  the  part 
of  the  Britifh  to  relieve  the  garrifon,  by  landing  Gene* 
ral  Prefcot  with  the  foldiers  he  had  brought  along  with 
him,  and  another  regiment  which  came  with  the  fleet 
from  Barbadoes,  amounting  in  all  to  a  body  of  2400 
men ;  but  the  general  did  not  think  it  pradicable,  with 
fuvh  a  fmall  body  of  men,  to  maintain  a  poft  on  the 
iilarjcl.     However,  as  he  was  fanguine  in  his  deiire  of 
bciiio;  put  on  ihore  with  the  troops,  the  meafure  was  ac- 
Jan.  2$.     coiiiingly  carried  into  execution.     The  French  com- 
ir.andcr  marched  with  about  4000  men  to  attack  him  ; 
but,  on  coniidering  the  ftrength  of  his  iiQ.iation,  thought 
proper  to  return  without  making  any  attempt ;  on  which 
General  Prefcot,  having  no  longer  any  obje£t  to  gain 
by  continuing  on  fbore,  returned  the  fame  evening  to 
the  fleet* 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille  now  pufhed  on  the  fiege 
with  the  molt  unremitting  aifiduity,  and  fo  ftri^ly 
guarded  all  the  avenues,  that  no  intelligence  could  be 
conveyed  either  to  or  from  the  befieged.  An  incefTant 
cannonade  and  bombardment  was  kept  up  during  three 
weeks;  the  whole  force  of  ^3  pieces  of  heavy  cannon, 
and  24  large  mortars,  being  dire^ed  againit  the  fort, 
containing.a  fpace  of  ground  not  more  than  200  yai^s 
in  diameter;  and  new  batteries  were  every  moment 
ready  to  be  opened.  At  lad,  all  the  houfes  and  cover 
on  the  top  of  the  hill  being  deipolijihed,  and  the  fortifi- 
cations perpetually  crumbUng  tb  dull  before  the  irrefift- 
ible  force  which  ailailed  them,  the  governor  thought 
Mvi3«  proper  to  capitulate  rather  than  run  the  hazard  of  an 
alTault^  which  could  not,  ux  the  nature  of  things^  but  bt 
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fbcceTsfuL    The  moft  honourable  terms  were  panted  C  H  a  F. 
by  the  conqueror;  and,  by  a  particular  article,  Cover-  ^^^'^  • 
nor  Shirley  and  Brigadier  General  Frazer  were  difcharg-  ^^*^^$J^ 
td  iirom  being  conndered  as  prifoners  of  war,  on  ac- 
count of  their  gallant  behaviour  during  the  fiege. 

This  misfortune  happened  in  fight  of  theBritifh  fleet^ 
without  a  poilibility  of  their  being  able  to  afford  any 
relief;  nor  was  it  now  in  their  power  even  to  continue 
longer  in  the  road  of  Bafie  Terre  ;  for  the  French  had 
begun  to  rarfe  batteries  on  ihore  which  commanded 
part  of  the  ihipping,  and  threatened  them  with  certain 
deftrudion.  It  was  even  a  matter  of  fome  difficulty  to 
change  their  prefent  iituation  without  danger,  as  the 
French  fleet  had  been  lately  joined  by  two  ihips  of  the 
line,  which  gave  them  a  moit  decided  fuperiority  over 
their  enemies.  However,  by  flipping  their  cables  in  the 
night,  they  put  to  fea  without  any  obftruftion  or  pur- 
fuit  from  the  enemy. 

The  reduction  of  St  Chriftopher's  was  followed  by  Nevis  ai)4 
that  of  Nevis  and  Montferrat ;  fo  that  of  all  our  for-  J^^JJJ^* 
mer  numerous  poffeifions  iA  the  We(^  Indies,  Jamaica,  kea. 
Barbadoes,  and  Antiguainow  only  remained.      It  was 
(aid,  that  the  redudion  of  Brimftone  Hill  cod  the  French 
looo  men. 

The  greateft  preparations  were  now  mqde  for  an  at-  intended 
tack  upon  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  which  had  been  foa«ackoji 
long  the  objetl  of  defire  to  the  Courts  of  both  France  ^Jjjj^^, 
and  Spain.  The  latter  had  a  powerful  fleet,  and  a  great 
body  of  land  forces  in  the  iflands  of  Hifpaniola  and 
-  Cuba.  A  jtmdion  was  propofed  betwixt  the  fleeu  of 
both  nations,  which  now  would  have  amounted  to 
more  than  60  (hips  of  the  line  ;  and  their  land  forces,  if 
joined,  would  have  formed  a  confiderable  army.  Stilly 
however,  the  high  fpirir  of  the  inhabitants,  though 
afliftedonly  by  iix  battalions  of  regulars,  with  the  na- 
tural unwbolefomenefs  of  the  climate,  muit  have  ren-r 
dered  the  reduction  of  it  a  matter  of  great  difficulty. 
But  a  much  greater  obftade  was  the  arrival  of  Sir 
George  Rodney,  with  twelve  ftiips  of  the  line,  at  Bar- 
badoes, on  the  19th  of  February,  and  his  junction  with 
'Sir  Samuel  Hood's  fquadron  ;  by  which  reinforcement 
she  Britiih  fleet  was  become  an  over-match  for  that 
under  de  GraiTe.  A  reinforcement,  indeed,  had  been 
fent  out  to  the  latter  under  Admiral  de  Guichen  ;  but 
he  had  fuffered  fo  much  in  an  engagement  with  Ad- 
miral Kempenfett,  and  a  continued  fucceifion  of  bad 
.weather  afterwards,  that  liaoft  of  his'fquadron  were  ob- 
liged to  return  in  a  very  (battered  condition  to  France  | 
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CHAP.  sIikI  only  two  were  enabled  to  join  the  irtain  fleet  tindet 
*'^^"-  de  Graffc.     The  firii  objea  of  Admiral  ilodney,  there* 

^*^^J^  fore,  was  to  intercept  a  fecond  convoy  fent  from  Franca 
the  nth  of  February,  with  naval  Uores,  artillery,  and 
ammunition  ;  but  though  he  took  fuch  meafures  for 
this  purpofe  as  feemed  to  render  An  efcape  altogether 
impoilibie,  the  French  had  neverthelefs  the  good  for« 
tune  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  their  enemy,  by  creeping 
clofe  to  the  Ihore  ot  Guadaloupe  and  Dominica ;  to  that 

ltoch2o,on  the  20th  of  March  1782,  they  arrived  fafe  at  Fort 
Royal  Bay,  where  they  found  de  Graffe  bufy  in  repair<» 
ing  his  ihips,  which  he  was  now  enabled  to  do  in  th^ 
moll  eife^tual  manner.  On  this  difappointment.  Ad- 
miral Rodney  retired  to  St  Lucia,  where  he  alfo  em- 
ployed himfelf  in  repairing  his  (hips,  taking  in  a  largt 
quantity  of  (tores  and  provifions,  and  keeping  a  iXr'tA 
"watchf  by  means  of  his  frigates,  on  the  motions  of  the 
enemy  in  Fort  Royal  Bay. 

Aftil  t.  On  the  8th  of  April,  the  French  fleet  began  to  leave 
the  harbour  at  Fort  Royal,  with  a  great  convoy  under 
their  prote^ion,  all  bound  to  lee\\ard,  witha  defign  to 
form  a  jun^ion  with  the  Span iih  fleet  at  Hifpaniola,  after 
which  their  numbers  would  have  rendered  them  alto^ 
gethcr  fuperior  to  any  attempt  which  the  Britiih  fleet 
could  have  made  againit  them.  The  defign  of  the 
French  commander,  therefore,  was  thus  m  avoid  aft 
z&'itm  for  the  prefent  i  while  Sir  George  Rodney's  bii- 
ttned  was  by  all  means  to  force  him  to  it,  if  poflible,  as 
the  fleet  under  his  command  was  now  fuperior  by  two 
ihips  in  number  ;  and,  notwithftandiug  the  fuperior 
iize  and  weight  of  metal  of  the  enemy,  the  known  ex- 
cellency of  the  Britifh  in  naval  aflFairs  left  very  little 
^oom  to  doubt  the  event.  He,  therefore,  took  fuch 
meafures  for  watching  the  motions  of  de  Grafle,  that 
his  departure  from  Fort  Koyal  was  known  at  St  Lucia 
jlmoit  the  moment  it  happened,  and  the  fleets  were  in 
fight  of  each  other  that  very  night. 

The  Britiih  fleet  at  St  Lucia  amounted  to  36  ftiipsof  the 
line.  The  force  under  M.  de  Grafle  at  Martinique  only 
to  34.  The  Fretich  fleet,  as  ufual,  feems  rather  to  have 
been  Qver-manned ;  and  had,  beiides  their  full  comple- 
ment of  feamen,  near  6000  land  forces  on  board.  The 
Viil.^  de  Pairis  of  1 10  guns,  De  Graffe*s  own  ihip,  had  not 
fefstnan  1300 men,  including  foldiers,  on  board;  and 
the  French  feventy-fours  carried  90a  men  each.  Their 
metal  too  is  always  heavier  than  that  of  the  Englifli  in 
equal  rates.  The  Englilh  had  Ave  90  gun  (hips,  which 
was  their  highett  rate  ;  and  the  French  had  eight  of  So 
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asA  84  gnns  each,  fceCdes  the  Vdle  de  Paris,  which  ^"I^l 
wa(  confidcr^d  as  the  pride  and  bulwark  of  their  fltet.  ^y^vv/ 
The  van  of  the  Englilh  was  comnianded  by  Sir  jSamuel    >|^^ 
Hood,  the  centre  by  Sir  George  Rodney,  and  the  rear  , 
by  Admiral  Francis  Drake  ;  and,  perhaps,  a  j(et  of 
more  brave  and"  able  officers  could  not  have  been  found. 
The  three  divifions  of  the  French  fleet  were  led  on  by 
the  Count  de  Graffe,  M.  de  VaudreuU,  and  M.  dc 
Bougainville,  who  ay  ere  all  dlftinguiflied  commanders. 

The  French  admiral  had,  on  his  departure  from 
Martinico,  determined  to  avoid,  as  much  as  poffible,  a 
&ir  and  open  chace  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  kept  as  cloi« 
under  the  iflands  as  he  could,  and  was  now  under  that 
of  Dommica.  Finding  himfelf,  however,  now  fo  forely 
and  unexpe^edly  prefled,  he  formed  the  line  of  battle 
to  windward  early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  April  ;  Apnty, 
thus  affording  an  opportunity  to  his  convoy  to  efcape, 
while  he  rem^vned  to  fuftain  the  confequences ;  the 
Englifli  fleet  in  the  mean  time  being  bccali^^d  under  the 
high  hills  of  Dominica. 

In  a  ihort  time  the  breeze  havbig  reached  the  BritUh 
fleet,  their  van  began  to  come  up  with  the  centre  of 
the  enemy,  who  inliantly  began  a  furious  attack  upoa 
the  foremoft  fhips,  witli  a  view  to  overwhelm  and 
deftroy  them  by  numbers.  The  attack  was  led  by  the 
Royal  Oak,  Captain  Burnet,  and  feconded  by  the  Alfred 
and  Montague,  with  the  moft  impetuous  bravery-  The 
whole  diviiion  were  in  a  few  minutes  clofely  engaged, 
and  for  more  than  an  hour  were  exceedingly  preiied  by 
the  great  fuperiority  of  the  enemy.  The  Barfleur,  Sir 
Samuel  Hood's  own  ihip,  had  at  one  time  feven,  and 
generally  three  fhips  firing  upon  her  at  once.  At  length, 
and  by  degrees,  the  leading  Ihips  of  the  centre,  followed 
by  Sir  George  Roilney  in  the  Formidable,  with  the 
Namur  and  Dnke,  having  come  up  to  the  alHAance  of 
the  van,  the  fight  was  rendered  lefs  unequal.  Upon 
which,  the  French  admiral,  ^notwithftanding  his  ftiU  < 
great  fuperiority,  thought  it  neceffary  to  take  meafures 
for  pi'eventing  the  battle  from  becoming  decifive.  This 
he  wasitill  en.^bled  to  do  by  having  the  command  of 
the  wand ;  and  that  fort  of  diftant  firing  took  place 
which  had  been  fo  generally  adopted  by  the  French  in 
dieir  engagements  durijig  the  prefent  war.  This  mode 
©f  fighting,  however,  did  not  now  anfwer  the  purpofe 
irf  the  French  Xo  well  as  formerly ;  their  fliips  received 
ihuch  more  damage  than  they  gave,  and  two  of  them 
were  fo  aiuch  difabled,  that  they  were  obliged  to  quit 
9bt  Acet,  and  put  into  puadaloupe ;  while  t^e  two 
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^ "^  P.Britifli  (hips  which  had  fuffcrcd  mod,  the  Royal  Oak 
^^^^^  and  Montague,  were  ftill  capable  of  being  repaired,  aod 
jyg2.    rendered  again  fie  for  a^ion  at  fea. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  difadvantages,  the  French 
commandef  had  it  yet  in  his  power  to  come  to  a  fecond 
adion  or  not  as  he  pleafed,  being  ftiil  favoured  by  the 
wind,  while  the  Englifh  admiral  found  his  fleet  en- 
tangled between  the  iflands  of  Dominica  and  Guada- 
loupe,  with  a  cluflcr  of  fmall  ones  called  the  Saints. 
Both  fleets  kept  turning  up  againfl  the  wind  in  the 
channel  which  feparates  Dominica  from  Guadaloupe ; 
Sptil  II.  and,  by  the  nth  of  April,  the  enemy  had  got  to  fuch  a 
diflance  as  to  weather  Guadaloupe,  and  to  be  only  vifibie 
from  the  maft-heads  of  the  Britilh  centre.  All  hope 
of  coming  up  with  them  feemed,  therefore,  to  be  at  an 
end,  and  it  was  even  become  a  queition  whether  the 
j:hace  fhould  be  continued  any  longer  or  not,  when  two 
of  the  French  fhips,  which  had  received  the  moft  damage^ 
-were  perceived  about  noon  to^fall  ofFconliderably  to  lee- 
ward. The  chace  was  refumcd  with  fuch  vigour,  that 
^  the  Agamemnon,  and  fome  of  the  foremoft  Britifh  fliips^ 

were  coming  up  fo  faft,  that  the  difablcd  Frenchmen  muft 
have  been  cut  off  from  the  reil  before  evening,  had  not 
de  Grafle  been  induced  by  their  fignals  of  difh'efs  to 
bear  down  with  the  whole  fleet  to  their  afTiilance. — ^This 
movement  br6ught  matters  precifely  to  the  fituation 
which  had  been  fo  often  wilhed  for  by  the  Britiih  com- 
manders.   A  deciiive  engagement  was  now  unavoida- 
ble :  but  as  the  evening  was  too  far  advanced  for  fight- 
ing, it  was  put  off  till  next  morning ;  both  fides,  in 
the  mean  time,  preparing  with  the  utmo(\  refolution 
for  the  battle  which  was  now  to  decide  the  fate  of  the 
Weft  Indies. 
De  Grafle      The  engagement  began  about  feven  in  the  morning 
d'fc'^f  d    ^"  *^  ^^^^  of  April  1782,  and  continued  with  the  ut- 
and  ukcn  ^o^  ^^^Y  ^i^^  J^^ar  the  fame  hour  in  the  evening ;  and 
prifonerby  as  the  fleets  were  fo  near^  that  every  iliot  took  place, 
^^^J^^^^'fi^  the  carnage  on  board  the  French .  ihips,  which  in   ge- 
AprSTi.  neral  were  overmanned,  was  dreadful  beyond  expref- 
fion.     Sir  George  Rodney's  fhip,  the  Formidable,  fir- 
-   '  cd  eighty  broadiides,  and  many  others  were  as  warm- 
ly engaged.     The  French  received   this  dreadful  fire 
with  the  utmoft  gallantry,  though,  on  account  of  the 
great  numbers  of  men  killed  on  board  their  ihips,  it 
muft  have  been  much  more  tremendous  than  aboard 
the  Britiih  fleet. 

About  noon.  Sir  George  Rodney,  in  the  Formida- 
ble^ fupportedby  the  Namur^  Duke,  and  Caoada,d^ 
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cided  the  fortune  of  the  day,  by  breaking  through  the  C  H  A  p 
French  line  near  the  centre,  doubling  upon  the  enemy,   ^^^^*- 
and  throwing  them  into  inextricable  confuiion.     This    ^^TtP^ 
was  completed,  by  his  throwing  out  a  fignal  tor  the  van 
to  tack,  which  being  initantly  complied  with,  the  wind 
was  gained  by  the  Britifh  fleet,  and  the  aifair<>  of  .the 
French  rendered  irretrievable  ;  while  the  vijSory  was 
rendered  ftill  more  decilive,  by  the  coming  up  of  Sir 
Samuel  Hood's  fquadron,  which   had  been  long    be* 
calmed. 

The  broken  ftate  of  the  French  fleet  now  afforded 
many  opportunities  for  fmgle  combat,  or  even  for  two 
or  three  fhips  being  engaged  with  one  ;  and  according- 
ly, inibinces  of  the  moll  defperate  valour  were  not 
wanting  on  both  (ides  on  that  memorable  day.  In  tin- 
gle combats,  the  Canada  of  74  ^uns,  Captain  Corn- 
wallis,  took  the  Hedor  of  the  lame  force.  Captain 
Inglefield,  in  the  Centaur  of  74  guns,  attacked  the 
Caefar,  Hkewife  of  74.  Both  ihips  were  as  yet  freih 
and  unhurt ;  but  the  Frenchman  had  evidently  the 
vrorft  of  the  engagement.  Still,  however,  he  denied 
to  yield ;  and  though  three  other  ihips  fucceflively 
came  up,  by  whom  his  own  was  almofl  torn  to  pieces, 
he  cauled  his  colours  to  be  nailed  to  the  maft,  and  his 
death  only  put  an  end  to  the  conteft. — When  the  ihip 
atlaft  ftruck,  her  maft  went  overboard  at  that  initant, 
and  (he  had  not  a  foot  of  canva;s  without  a  ihot-hole. 

The  Glorieux  likewife  fought  nobly  ;  and  did  not 
ftrike  until  her  mafts,  bowfprit,  and  enfign  were  ihot 
away.     The  Englilh  Ardent  of  64  guns,  which   had 
been  taken  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  near  Plymouth, 
was  now  retaken  by  the  Belliqueux  or  Bedford.     The 
piadem,  a  French  74,  went  down  by  a  fingie  broad- 
fide. 
The  French  Admiral  himfelf  was  nobly  fupported, 
I  even  when  the  line  was  broken,  until  the  contiifion 
fcand  defeat  became  irremediable  towards  evening.    The 
f  ViUe  de  Paris,  the  Admiral's  Ihip,  after  being  forely 
bettered,  wasclofely  laid  alonglide  by  the  Canada,  aud 
in  a  defperate  action  of  near  two  hours,  was  reduced 
alinoft  to  a  wreck.     Captain  Cornwaliis  was  fo  in  rent 
in  his  defign  upon  the  French  Admiral,  that  wichouc 
uking  poftefllonof  the  Hector,  he  left  her  to  be  picked 
npby  a  frigate.     De  GralTe,  however,  feemed  dcter- 
fiJined  rather  to  fink  than  ftrike  to  any  Ihip  lower  than 

I Aat  of  an  Admiral.     Other  Ihips  came  up  clofe  after 
he  Canada,  but  he  ftill  held  out.     At  length  Sir  Sa- 
Quel  Hood  coinine:  up  in  the  Barfleur,alnK>ft  at  [uq-£^« 
Vol.  VI.         ^  Bb 
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C  M  A  p.  poured  in  a  moft  tremendous  firc,which  it  is  faid  tohave 
^^^^^'  killed  fixty  men  outright ;  but  M.  de  Grafle,  willing 
"^^1%^  to  fignalize  as  much  as  pofiible  the  lofs  of  fo  fine  a  fliip^ 
endured  the  repetition  of  this  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
longer.  He  then  (truck  his  flag  to  the  Barfleur,  at 
which  time,  it  is  faid,  there  were  only  three  men  alive 
and  unhurt  on  the  upper  deck^  and  that  De  Grafle 
himfclf  was  one  of  the  three. 

In  the  night  of  the  action,  the  Caefar,  one  of  the  bcft 
fliips  in   the  French  fleet,  took  fire  and  blew  up.     An 
Englifh  Lieutenant  and  50  Engliih  feamen,  with  about 
400  prifoners,  periflied  in  the  flames.     The   accident 
was  occafloned  by  the  irregular  behaviour  of  the  French 
prifoners,  who,  after  the  fhip   ilruck,  refufcd   to   be 
controuled  either  by  their  own  officers,  or  the  few  Eng- 
lifh who  were  on  board.     The  lofs  of  men  on  the  part 
of  the  Britifli,  amounted  in  whole  to  1050  killed  and 
wounded,  of  whom  253  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  while 
that  of  the  French  was  computed  at  no  fewer  than  3000 
killed  and  6000  wounded.    The  number  of  flain  in  the 
Ville  de  Paris  alone  was  faid  to  be  upwards  of  400. 
Thirty-fix  cheite  of  money,  defigned  for  the  payment 
of  the  troops  to  be  employed  in  the  invafion  of  Jamaica, 
were  found  in  the  Ville  de  Paris.     This  (hip  had  been  a 
prefent  from  the  city  of  Paris  to  Louis  XV.  in  the 
ruinous  ftate  of  the  marine  which  took  place  at  the  clofe 
of  the  war  1755.     No  pains  or  expence  were  fparcd  to 
render  the  gift  worthy  of  fuch  a  great  city,  and  the 
monarch  to  whom  (he  was  prefented.  The  building  was 
thought  to  have  coft   176,0001.  and  it  was  (ingular,  i 
that  along  with  the  money  for  the  payment  of  the! 
troops,  the  whole  train  of  artillery,  battering  cannon  J 
and  travelling  carriages,  defigned  for  the  invafion  of 
Jamaica,  happened  to  be  on  board  the  ffaips  now  taken. 
The  remains  of  the  conquered  fleet  were  clofely  pur- 
fued  by  Commodore  Affleck  in  the  Bedford,  and   (oma 
other  fliipf,  which  kept  an  inceflant  fire  upon  them  till 
night.     Some  ran  down  for  fhelter  to  the  Dutch  ifland 
of  Curacoa  j  but  the  greater  part,  under  the  condu^  ol 
Me(r.  Bougainville  and  de  Vaudreuil,  keeping  togethci 
in  a  body,  made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Cape  Francois, 
Sir  George  Rodney  himfelf  attempted  to  purfue  the 
enemy  next  morning ;  but  the  fleet  having  been  be* 
calmed  for  three  days  fucceflively,  they  found  an  op 
portunity  of  making  their  efcape  ;  on  which,  the  Ad- 
miral difpatched  Sir  Samuel  Hood  to  the  wefl  end  of  Si 
Domingo  and  Hifpaniola  to  pick  up  fonte  of  the  iVrag 
glingor  difabled  veflels.    This  commilTion  he  executei 
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with  fuch  deligence,  that  he  took  the  Jafon  and  Cato,  CHAP, 
two  (hips  of  war  of  64  guns,  and  two  frigates  in  their  J^^^Xili 
company  ;  a  third  frigate,  which  was  along  with  them,     jj^.. 
very  narrowly  making  her  efcape.  In  this  fatal  engage- 
meat,  therefore,  the  French  loll  eight  Ihips  of  the  line, 
fixofwhich  werein  thepoffeffion  of  the  Englifli ;  one 
had  been  funk,  and  another  blown  up  after  her  capture. 
Sir  Samuel  Hood  joined  the  fleet  off  Cape  Tiberoon, 
and  Sir  George  Rodney  proceeded  with  his  prizes   to 
Jamaica,  where  be  arrived  by  the  end  of  April  *, 

*  The  following  account  is  given  of  thi:)  adlion  by  the 
brave  Admiral : 

F§rmidahle  at  Sea,  Jfril  14.   178:;. 

SIR, 

IT  has  pleafed  God,  out  of  his  divine  providence,  to 
grant  to  his  Majefty's  arms  a  moil  complete  viAory  over 
the  fleet  of  the  enemy,  commanded  by  the  Count  de  GraiTe, 
who  is  himfelf  captured  with  the  Ville  de  Paris,  and  four 
other  (hips  of  his  fleet,  befides  one  funk  in  the  adion. 

This  important  victory  was  obuiqed  oq  the  12th  inilant, 
tfter  a  battle,  which  laded  with  unremitting  fury  from 
feven  in  the  morning  till  half  pail  fix  in  the  evening,  when 
Che  fetting  fun  put  an  end  to  the  contefl. 

Both  fleets  have  greatly  fufFered  ;  But  it  is  with  the  higheft 
fatisfa^ion  lean  aifure  their  Lordfhips ,  that  though  the  mafls, 
fails,  rigging,  and  hulls  of  the  Britifh  fleet  are  damaged, 
yet  thelols  of  men  has  been  but  fmall,  confidering  the  length 
of  the  battle,  and  the  clofe  adion  they  fo  long  fuftained,  and 
in  which  both  fleets  looked  upon  the  honour  of  their  king 
and  cpuntry  to  be  xpoft  efTentially  concerned. 

The  great  fupply  of  naval  ftores  lately  arrived  in  the  Wefl 
Indies,  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  foon  repair  all  the  damages 
his  Majefly's  fleet  has  faflained. 

The  gallant  behaviour  of  the  ofHcers  and  men  of  the  fleef 
I  have  the  honour  to  icommand  has  been  fuch  as  mufl  for  ever 
eudearthem  to  ail  lovers  of  their  king  and  country. 

The  noble  behaviour  of  my  fecond  in  comman4.  Sir  Sa- 
muel Hood,  who  in  both  anions  moH  confpicuoufly  exerted 
Mmfelf,  demands  my  warmed  encomiums.  My  third  iq 
command.  Rear  Admiral  Drake,  who,  with  his  divifion, 
M  the  battle  on  the  1 2th  inflant,  defervcs  the  highefl  praife ; 
-Hior  lefs  can  be  given  to  Commo4ore  Afile^k,  for  his  gal- 
lant behaviour  in  leading  the  centre  di  virion. 

My  o\icn  captain.  Sir  Ciiaries  Douglas,  merits  every  thing 
Icanpoflibly  fay.  His  unremitted  diligence  and  a^ivity 
jrcaily  ^fcd  me  in  the  unavoidable  fatij^ie  of  the  day. 
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CHAP,     The  viftory  over  De  Graffe  proved  asdecifive  in  Its 
V^^!^'  c<>nfequenccs  in  the  Weft-Indian  war,  as  that  overCorn- 

i78a. 

In  fhort,  I  want  words  to  exprefs  how  fenfible  I  am  of 

the  meritorious  condoA  of  adl  thecaptains,  officers  and  men, 

-who  had  a  ihare  in  this  glorious  vidory  obuined  by  their 

gallant  exertions. 

The  enemy's  whole  army,  confifting  of  5500  men,  were 
on  board  their  (hips  of  war.  The  deftradion  among  them 
maft  be  prodigious,  as  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  adlion 
every  gun  told  ;  and  their  Lordfhips  may  judge  what  ha- 
vock  mnft  have  been  made,  when  the  Formidable  fired  near 
eighty  broadfides. 

Inclofed  I  have  the  honour  to  fend  for  their  infpe&ion  the 
Britifliand  French  lines  of  battle,  with  an  account  of  the 
killed  and  wounded,  and  damages  fuibiined  by  his  Majefiy's 
fleet. 

Lord  Cranfton,  "who  aded  as  one  of  the  captains  of  the 
Formidable  during  both  anions .  and  to  whofe  gallant  be- 
haviour I  am  much  indebted,  will  have  the  honour  of  deli> 
vering  ihefc  difpatches.  To  him  I  muft  refer  their  Lord- 
fhips for  every  minute  particular  they  may  wifb  to  know,  he 
being  perfcdly  mafter  of  the  whole  tranfa^kion. 

That  the  Britiih  flag  may  for  ever  flourish  in  every  qnar* 
ter  of  the  ^lobe,  is  the  moft  ardent  wi(h  of  him  who  has  the 
honour  of  being,  with  great  regard. 

S  I  K, 

Your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

G.  B.  RODNEY. 
Philip  Stephens,  E/q. 

A  Lift  of  the  French  Ships  taken. 

La  Ville  de  Paris,  1 10  guns;  had  on  board  in  the  engage- 
ment, 1 300  men. 


Guns 

Men 

Soldiers. 

Le  Glorieux, 

74 

750 

150 

LcCscfar, 

74 

750 

150 

LeHeaor, 

74 

750 

150 

L'  Ardent, 

A 

650 

100 

One  funk,  name  unknown. 

LINE  OF   B'ATTLE. 

The  Royal  Oak  to  lead  on  theftarboard  tack,  and  the  Marl- 
borough  on  the  larboard. 

Rear- Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  Bart. 

trigates.       Rate.    Ships.         Conmandm-s.         Guns.     Metk. 

3d    Royal  Oak    Captain  Burnett    74    ^   600 

—  Alfred  ■  Bayne     js^   i  600 
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walfis  had  been  in  the  American  war  in  the  north ;  C  H  a  p. 
nothing  of  any  confequence  being  now  further  attempt-  xxvii. 

Frigates.       Rate.     Ships.           Commanders.        Guns,  Men.      '^  *' 

•  Lizard         —  Montague      ....._  Bowen            74  600 

—  Yarmouth      Parry              64  500 

•  LaNymphe —  Valiant          Goodall          74  650 

Champion  to  Kju^a^,,,?  Sir  Sam.  Hood  Bart.  7    _  , 

lepeatfignals  ^^dBafleur^  ^^^.^  ^^.^^^       |   90  767 

Zebra             3d  Monarch        Reynolds         74  600 

—  Warrior         Si  rj  a.  Wallace  74  600 

?—  Belliqaicux    Sutherland       64  50Q 

—  Centaur          Inglefield       74  6^ 

—  Magnificent    Linzee            74  600 

Aleao             —  Prince  William WUkinfon    64  500 

Sir  GcoRCfi  Bridges  RoDKEY,  Bart.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Commander  in  Chief. 

•Convcn      -  Bedford {  g-^-f««k  J ^^  ,,^ 

Endymion      —  Ajax             Chamngton  74.  5?© 

Alarm             —  Repolfe         Dumcrafq;     64  580 

Andromache  -  <:a„ada{  "^ ,?-^,]f  ""*»    ],^  600 

•  Fortune      —  St  Alban's      IngUs  64 

Alert  *^*  {  ^^  Namar Fanfhawe      90 

r  Sir  G.B.  Rodney,  Bt.*) 

-Formidable]  S^^i^^t^jS""^-     90 

•  SyW!                           (.  Captain  Symons          ) 
^      ^          —  J^okc               Gardner      ©o  7C0 

•  Pegafos        3d  Agamemnon  .Caldwell     64  500 

•  Salamander  —  Prothec            Buckner     64  500 

—  Hercules          Savage       74  600 

—  America           S.Thomron64  So? 

Rear  Admiral  Drake,  Sec,  &c.  &c. 

•  Germainc    —  RufTcl               Saumarez    74  60a 

-     —•Prudent            Barkley       64  500 

•  Blaft             —  Fame                Barbor       74  560 

~  Anfon               Blair           64  500 

.                   —  Torbay             . Gidoin       74  600 

Triton              2d  Prince  George Williams    90  7C0 

Eurydiceto    l^j  p  •  ^^A- 5  F.Sa.DrakcEfq;  7 

repeatfignals  pd  PruiceffaJ  ^^^^  Knatchbull  {70  577 

—  Conqueror        Balfour      74  600 


500 

705 

750 
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CHAP*  cd  Qn  cither  fide.     The  enemy  indeed  ftill  remained 
t^^^S  formidable.     The  Spaniards  had  (ixteen  fail  of  the  line 


1782.' 


Frigates,        Rate.    Ships*           Commanders,       Guns,     Men, 
•  Saitta  Monica—  Nonfuch         Trufcott       64       500 

—  Alcide  C.Thoinron74      600 

-^  Arrogant        Cornifh       74      600 

—  Marlborough Penny         74       600 

All  accidental  frigates  to  be  oppofite  the  centre  diviiion. 
N.  B.     Thofe  marked  •  not  with  the  fleet  during  the 

actions. 

A  lift  of  the  French  Fleet  in  Fort  Reyal  Bay.  April  2.  1 782. 

Ships.  Gunsm 

LeBureogne,    -    -  .    74 

•  LeDeftian,  -  -  74 
S  Le  Danphin  Royal  -  -  74 
S  Le  Magnifique,      -     -  74 

•  Le  Reflechie,  -  -  64 
Le  Bien  Aime,  -  -  74 
Le  Sceptre,  -  -  -  -  74 
Le  Northumberland,  74 
Le  Conquerant,  -  -  74 
Le  Marfeillois,  -  -  74 
Le  Palmierj  -  -  -  74 
L'Ardent,  ...  64 
L'Eveille,  •  ^  -  64 
Le  Catqn,  -  -  -  -  64 
Le  Jafon,  -  -  -  -  64 
Le  Fier,  armeeen  flute,  54 
Le  Minotaur,  ditto,  -  74 
Le  Sagittaire,  -  -  -  54 
L'Experiment,     -  -  -  50 

Total.^36  fail  of  the  line,  two  50  gun  fhips,  13  frigates, 
7  armed  brigs  of  the  King's,  2  fire-fl^ips,  1  cutter. 
♦  Out  of  repair. 
S*  Joined  at  St  Kitts. 
S  Arrived  with  tl^e  Brcft  convoy. 

Return  of  the  Killed  and  ^-Mounded  in  the  Ships  under  the  con> 
mand  of  Sir  George  Bridges  Rodney ,   K,  B,  (^c,  bff .  ^c. 

on  the  gth  and  iZih  of  April  J782. 
RcyalOakr-^r-  Gwatkin,     tenants  Breedon  and  Buchan, 


Ships. 

Guns. 

La  Villcde  Paris,   - 

110 

L'Augufte,        -     - 

80 

Le  Due  de  Burgogne,    So 

Le  Laneuedoc,  - 
•  LcStEfprit,     -      - 

-•  -  80 

-  80 

S  La  Couronne,  -    - 

-     80 

Le  Neptune,    -     - 

-  80 

5»Le  Triomphantc,  - 

-  80 

LcZelc,     -     -    - 

-    74 

Le  Glorieux,     -     - 

-    74 

LeCitoycn,  -     - 

-      74 

Le  Souverain,     -  - 

-  74 

LeMagnanime,  -  - 

-    74 

LeCaefar,  -     -   - 

-     74 

Le  Hedor,     -     - 

-    74 

S*Le  Brave,  -     -   - 

-     74 

Le  Pluton,     •     -  - 

-  74 

Le  Hercule,     -   - 

^    74 

LeScipion,     -  -     - 

\^7 

Firft  Lieutenant  killed.  Cap 
tain  of  Marines  wounded  ;  7 
feamen  killed,  29  wounded. 

Alfred, — Captain  Bayne 
killed  ;  1 1  feamen  killed,  40 
wounded. 

Montague, Mr  William 

Cade  mailer,  killed;    Lieu- 


of  marines,  wounded;  11  feai 
men  killed,  29  wounded. 

Tarmouth, — 1 4  feamen  kill- 
ed, 33  wounded. 

Valiant, Mr     Richard 

Wimble  ton.  Second  Lieute- 


nant,   killed  . 
Brown,     Fifth 


Mr  William 
Lieutenant 
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at  Cape  Francois,  along  with  8000  land  forces ;  feveral  CHAP, 
French  men  of  war  of  the  fame  defcription  bad  been  vf^^^ 
throagh  the  year  on  the  fame  flation  ;  and  the  remains     x^g^^ 
of  the  Count  de  Grafie's  fleet,  who  were  now  coUefted 


and  Mr  Backhoufe,  Mafter 
wounded  ;  9  feamen  killed^ 
26  wounded. 

BarfieuTy'^  10  feamen  kill-' 
cdy  37  wounded. 

Monarch, — 16  feamen  kill- 
led,  33  wounded. 

Warrior y — Mr  Stone,  Maf- 
ter,  wounded ;  5  feamen  kill- 
ed, 20  wounded. 

Belliquieux,-  -4  feamen  kill- 
ed,  10  wounded. 

Centaur, — No  returns,  hav- 
ing a  prize  in  tow  and  not 
joined. 

Magnificent y'CzpXalxi  Bagg 
of  Marines  wounded.  6  fea- 
men killed,  TO  wounded. 

Prince  WiiIiam,-Nojie  kill- 
ed or  wounded. 

Bedford,'  1 7  feamen  wound- 
ed. 

Ajax,^ — Mr  John  Elliot 
Firft  Lieutenant,  Mr  Tho- 
mas Rofliter  pilot,  wounded. 
9  Seamen  killed,  38  wound- 
ed. 

Reptd/e, — Captain  of  the 
Marines  and  Mafter,  wound- 
ed; 3  feamen  killed,  9  wound- 
ed. 

Canada, — 12  feamen  kill- 
ed, 23  wounded. 

St     Albansy 6    feamen 

wounded. 

Namur, — 6  feamen  killed, 
25  wounded. 

Formidable, — Lieut.  Hele 
killed  ;  Captain  Bell  and 
Lieut.  Harris,  of  marines 
wounded.  14.  feamen  killed, 
37  wounded. 

Duke, Lieut.    Cornifh, 

Mr  Cooper  mafter,  Mr  Scott 
boatfwain,  wounded.  13  fea- 
men killed,  57  wounded. 

Total  230  killed.- 


Agamemnon, — Lieutena  nts 
Incledon  and  Brice  wounded ; 
the  lattei-  fince  dead.  14  fea- 
men killed^  22  wounded. 

Refolution, The  Right 

Hon.  Lord  R9bert  Manners 
wounded.  4  feamen  killed^ 
34  wounded. 

Protbee,'>Mr  Thomas  Love 
mailer  wounded.  5  feamen 
killed,  24  wounded. 

Hercules, — Lieut.  Hobard 
killed,  Capt.  Savage  wound- 
ed. 6  feamen  killed,  18 
wounded 

America, ^•'LicvLt,  Gollow- 
hill  killed,  Lieut.  Trelawney 
wounded. 

Ruffei, —  io  feamen  killed, 
29  wounded. 

Fame, — 3  feamen  killed^ 
12  wounded. 

An/on, — Capt.  Blairkilled. 

2  feamen  killed,  13  wounded. 

Torbay,"LicQt.  Mounierof 
marines  killed,  o  feamen 
killed,  25  wounded. 

Prince  George,^^  feamen 
killed,  24  wounded. 

i'r/»r(^,— Lieutenants 
Dundas  and  M*Douall,  and 
Lieut.  Laban  of  marines, 
wounded.  3  feamen  killed, 
19  wounded. 

Conqueror, — 7  feamen  kill- 
ed, 23  wounded. 

Nonfucb, — 3  feamen  killed, 

3  wounded. 

Alcide,  No  returns,  having 
a  prize  in  tow,  and  not  join- 

Arrogant, — None  killed  or 
wounded. 

Marlborough , — 3  feamen 
killed,  16  wounded. 

— 759  wounded. 
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C  H  A  P.ander  MonC  de  Vaudreuil,  amounted  to  23  fail  of  the 
^^^**'  line  ;  but  the  late  blow  wa$  too  fevere  to  be  foon  for- . 
^"^Ziy^  gotten,  and  all  attempts  on  Jamaica  wai  quickly  aban* 
doned.  The  Spaniih  fleet  and  troops  returned  to  the 
Havannah  ;  a  number  of  the  French  fhips  came  .home 
with  convoys  $  and  the  remainder  under  M.deVaudreuil 
returned  to  North  America,  while  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
with  I5  fail  of  tHe  line,,  remained  mafter  of  the  Weft 
Indian  feas.  North  America,  however,  afforded  no 
military  tranfadion  of  any  confequence.  The  oppofite 
armies  ofN^w-York  and  its  neighbourhood  were  fo 
nearly  balanced  with  orefpeft  to  force,  that  very 
little  room  was  left  /or  enterprize  on  either  fide  ;  the 
war  was  alfo  thought  to  be  ended  by  the  capture  of 
CornwaHis  ;  and  the*  (late  of  inadlivity  to  which  both 
parties  were  fo  happily  inclined,  was  confirmed  by  the 
refolutions  which  by  this  time  had  been  taken  by  the 
Britifh  Parliament,  and  of  which  an  account  fhall  be 
given  in  its  proper  place.  The  viAorious  Admiral,  in 
the  mean  time,  failed  from  Jamaica,  in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft,  to  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  honours  which  had 
already  been  conferred  upon  him.  As  foon  as  the  news 
of  the  viftory  arrived,  he  had  been  created  a  Peer  by 
the  name  of  Lord  Rodney  ;  Admiral  Hood  was  raifed 
to  the  fame  dignity  by  .the  title  of  Lord  Hood  ;  while 
Admiral  Drake  and  Commodore  Affleck,  vviio  had 
likewife  highly  diitinguiihed  themfelves,  were  invefted 
with  the  dignity  ofbaronets  of  Great  Britain. 
Unfile.  During  this  aAive  period  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the 
cefsfal  at.  contending  parties  were  by  no  means  flack  in  their  cf* 
Ih^fo^^d  ^^^^^  ^^^  mutual  deftiuftion  in  Europe.  The  French 
ofjcrfcy.  began  the  year  1781,  with  a  fecond  attempt  upon 
the  ifland  of  Jerfey.  This  was  undertaken  by  the 
Count  de  Rullecourt,  who  had  been  fecond  to  the 
Count  de  NaiTau  in  the  former ;  and  for  his  encourage- 
ment, was  promifed  the  rank  of  General,  and  the 
Order  of  St  Louis,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs.  His  forces  in 
this  expedition  amounted  to  2000  men,  compofed  of 
the  volunteers'of  Luxembourgh,  >^ith  detachments  from 
other  corps  in  the  neigbourhood.  But  though  this 
force  was  undoubtedly  fufficient  for  the  purpofe,  and 
the  abilities  of  the  commander  can  fcarcciy  be  doubted, 
a  certain  raihnefs  and  impetuofity  in  his  manner  of  con- 
ducing the  enterprize  proved  very  detrimental  in  the 
firft  inftance,  and,  in  all  probability,  contributed  to 
its  final  overthrow. — Prompted  by  this  natural  impa- 
tience, the  commander  in  chief  having  coliedted  a  fuf- 
ficlent  number  of  vell'els  for  the  conveyance  of  his 
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troops^  and  fome  privateers  for  their  proteflion  at  C  H  a  p. 
Granville^  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy,  he  put  to  fea  v^^^^ 
without  any  regard  to  the  bad  weather  which  then  pre-  ^X^ 
vailed.  The  immediate  and  unavoidable  confeqiience 
of  this  was,  that  his  veiTels  were  difperfed ;  ten  of  them^ 
with  about  half  the  troops,  driven  back  to  France, 
without  their  being  ever  able  to  join  him  again;  whilft 
he  with  the  remainder  took  fhelter  under  a  fmall  cluiter 
of  idands  and  rocks  called  Chaufey  or  Choze,  lying 
between  the  coaft  of  France  and  Jerfey.  Rullecourc 
then,  without  waiting  for,  or  even  knowing  the  face 
of  his  companions,  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  failing 
for  the  ifland  of  Jerfey,  and  arrived  in  Grouvllle  Bay 
m  the  night,  where  having  landed  his  troops  at  a  place 
called  Violent  Bank,  about  three  miles  from  St  Helier, 
the  capital  of  the  ifland,  he  proceeded  next  morning, 
January  6,  towards  that  place.  By  this  time,  howe-  Jan.  6. 
ver,  his  force  was  conliderably  reduced ;  for  beiide$ 
thofe  embarked  on  board  the  ten  veflels  which  returned 
to  France,  as  already  mentioned,  he  had  loft  four  vef* 
fels  more  among  the  rocks  on  the  coaft  of  Jerfey,  where 
200  of  his  men  alfo  perifhed ;  and  he  had  left  120  in  a 
redoubt  at  Grouville.  With  the  remainder  he  arrived 
at  St  Helier  before  day-light,  where,  having  feized  the 
avenues  to  the  town,  furprifed  the  guard  in  the  dark, 
and  taken  poflellion  of  the  market-place  without  any 
noife,  theiinhabitants  were  aftoniihed  at  day-break,  on 
finding  themfelves  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy*  Major 
Corbet,  the  deputy-governor,  with  the  magiftrates  and 
principal  inhabitants,  being  brought  prifoners  to  the 
Court-houfe,  the  French  commander  wrote  out  terms 
of  capitulation,  which  he  propofed  to  the  lieutenant-go^ 
vemor,  and  which  he  forced  him  to  fign,  though  re- 
peatedly warned,  that  no  a£t  of  his  while  a  prifone^T 
coald  be  of  any  validity. 

By  virtue  of  this  extorted  aft  of  fubmiflion,  the  French 
commander  vainly  hoped  that  all  refiftance  on  the  part 
of  the  inhabitants  or  troops  in  the  reft  of  the  ifland 
would  be  at  an  end.  But  in  this  he  was  much  deceived. 
Two  officers,  Captains* Ay  1  ward  and  Mulcafter,  had. 
fortunately  efcaped,  during  the  confufion  of  the  firft 
farprife,  to  Elizabeth  Caftle,  and  had  already  put 
themfelves  into  a  tolerable  pofture  of  defence.     The  *^ 

fummons  to  furrender  was,  therefore,  rejefted  with 
(iifdain.  The  French,  however,  advanced  towards 
the  gate,  cruelly  placing  Major  Corbet  in  the  front, 
bat  were  received  with  fuch  a  briik  fire  as  foon  obliged 
them  to  retreat  with  precipitation.  In  the  extreme 
kurry  and  impatience  of  the  commander  b«  had  n#- 

Vol.  VI.  Cc 
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CHAP;  glcftcd  to  take  poffeffion  of  a  hill  of  great  ^vantage, 
^^^i^^  which  was    iiiftantly   fecurcd  by  Major    Pierfon  of 
1781,    the  95th  regiment,    under  whom  rhe  militia,  began 
now  CO  affemble  with  great  alacrity.     To  thU  officer 
Ruliecourt  fejit  a  meffage  requiring  his  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  capitulation  figned  by  the  deputy-gover- 
nor, but  received  for  anfwer,  that  if  he  himfelf  and 
his  party  did  not,  within  twenty  minuted,  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  furrender  tfaemfelves  prifoners  of  war, 
they  would,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  be  certain 
of  an  immediate  attack.     The  Englifli  commander  made 
an  excelleAt  difpofition  of  his  forces ;  and  as  he  was 
informed  that  the  enemy  had  the  town  artillery,  the 
VMO  columns,  in  which  his  men  marched  to  the  attack, 
were  each  preceded   by  an   howitzer.     The  c%'ent  of 
'  this  combat  was  foon  decided,  the  French  being  every 
-where  driven  in  towards  the  market-place ;  and  Rnll©' 
court  being  mortally  wounded,  the  fecond  in  command 
requefted  the  lieutenant-governor  to  refume  his  autho- 
rity, and  accept  of  their  fiirrender  as  prifoners  of  war. 
Even  in  the  utmoft  extremity  the  unfortunate  Count 
JluUecourt  perfevered  in  the  extravagance  which  had 
marked  his  character  from  the  beginning.     When  the 
attack  wasx  commenced  in  the  mafket-piace,  he  feized 
the  lieutenant-governor  by  the  arm,  and  dedaring  that 
he  Ihould  fhare  his  own  fate,  led  him  out  of  the  conrt- 
houfe,  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  where  he  #as  obliged 
to  (land  clofe  by  him,  until  Ruliecourt  himfelf  funk  un- 
der the  preffure  of  three  or  four  mortal  woimds,  which 
deprived  him  of  the  power  of  fpeech,  though  not  of 
life,  until  he  had  feen  the  ruin  and  furrender  of  his 
party.     The  Engliih  commander,  Major  Pierfon,  was 
atfo  (hot  through  the  heart,  and  expired  in  the  moment 
of  viftory.     The  extraordinary  military  abilities  dif- 
'    played  by  fo  young  an  oflScer,  he  being  under  25  years 
of  age,  could  not  but  render  his  death  an  objeft  of  ge- 
neral regret ;  and  his  death  was  rendered  more  melan- 
choly by  that  of  his  uncle  Sir  Richard  Pierfon,  which 
happened  immediately  after,  and  was  attrfeuted  folely 
to  his  grief  for  the  lofs  of  his  beloved  nephew. 
Convoy         But  though  the  French  were  thus  foiled  with  dif- 
.  fromStEu-  gr^e  in  their  attempts  upon  the  ifland  of  Jei-fey,  they 
turcd'by^'  found  means  to  repair  their  lo(res  by  intercepting  part 
riquct.      of  the  convoy  returning  from  St  Euftatius,  and  laden 
with  the  fpoils  of  that  ifland«      Intelligence- having 
been  received  of  the  abfence  of  the  grand  fleet  under 
Admiral  Darby,  who  had  failed  to  the  relief  of  Gib- 
raltar, (of  which  afterwards),  a  fquadron  of  fcven  or 
eight  Ihips  of  the  line  were  fitted  out  at  Breft^  ami  fent 


•    G  E  O  R  G  E    m.  99^ 

under  the  c^minand  pi  M.  dc  la  Motte  Piquet  to  profit  C  H  A  B. 
hy  this  favourable  opportunity.     The  intention  of  th«s  ^^^^^ 
expedition  was  to  intercept  not  only  the  Euftatius'  cot!-  ^^ygT^^ 
voy,  but  a  rich  fleet,  homeward-bound  from,  Jamaica  at 
cbe  lame  time.     Piquet  fucceeded,  however,  only  in  the 
firli  part  of  his  deiign,  and  not  fully  even   in  that. 
Four  men  of  war,  under  Comniociore  Hotham,  .who 
efcorted  the  merchantmen,    with  part  of   the    con* 
voy  itfeif,  efcaped  to  Ireland,  but  14  or  15  rich  veflels 
weretakea,  (May  2.  1781)  j  by  which,  it  is  faid,  the  Maya* 
uaderwruers  or  infurers  in  England  loit  6oo,oool.  or 
700,000!. 

Briuin,  in  the  mean  time,  thus  feverely  attacked  in  Attack 
every  quarter,  determined  to  avenge  herfelf  on  one  of  "'^^^^^^^ 
the  principal  ietci^ments  of  her  former  allies^  l^tcape  of 
new,  as  Ihe  thought,  ungrateful  and  treacherous  ene-  Good 
inies,  th€  Dutch. — A  fmall  fquadron  had  been  fent^^P^* 
along  with  the  grand  fleet,  (at  the  time  it  carried  pro- 
Tiiioa^  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar),  under  the  com- 
nand  of  Commodore  Johnfton,  with  a  body  of  land 
forces  under  General  Meadows,  who  had  already  diC* 
tiQguilhed  himfelf  fo  much  in  the  engagement  with 
d'Etkiag  at  St  Lucia.  This  fquadron  confifted  of  one 
ihip  of  74,  one  of  64,  and  three  of  50  guns,  befides 
feveral  frigates,  a  bomb  veffel,  fire  ihip,  and  fomc 
floops  of  war.  The  land  forces  cpniifted  of  three  new 
regiments  of  1000  men  each«  Several  outward-bound 
£alt  Indiamen  and  ordnance  veiTels  went  along  with 
this  convoy^  fo  that  the  whole  amounted  to  more  than 
40  fail.  TbeobjeA  was  for  fome  time  unknown,  and 
it  was  fuppofed  to  be  defigned  againfl  the  Spaniih  fet- 
dements  in  South  America,  where  great  infurredions 
were  faid  to  have  prevailed ;  but,  on  the  commence- 
nieat  of  the  Dutch  war,  its  object  was  probably  chang-^ 
ed,  and  it  was  now  deitined  for  the  redudion  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. — As  the  Dutch  were  by  no  means 
prepared  for  war  at  the  time  Great  Britain  bad  at* 
tacked  them,  they  applied,  on  the  prefent  occaiiozB, 
for  relief  to  France,  which  monarchy  was  indeed  al* 
noil  as  much  interefled  as  themfelves  in  the  prcferva*- 
tioQ  of  that  valuable  fettlement.  A  fquadron  of  five 
fcips  of  the  line  were  accordingly  appointed  for  its  pro- 
te^ion,  along  with  fome  frigates,  and  a  body  of  land 
forces.  Thefe  failed  from  Breii,  in  company  with  the 
grand  fleet  bound  to  the  Weft  Indies,  under  the  coin- 
nundof  De  GraiTe,  in  the  latter  end  of  March  1781, 
They  were  ultimately  defigned,  indeed,  to  reinforce 
M.deOrvee^  and  oppofe  the  Engllih  fleet  under  Sir 
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CHAP.  Edward  Hughes  in  the  Eaft  Indies ;  but  for  the  prefenr, 
\f^]l!!/  S^*ff^^'^'^  inltruftions  were  to  purfue  and  coupteratt 
^*X^  Commodore  Johnitone's  armament^  on  every  occalion^ 

and  in  every  poflible  manner, 

April  i6.      The  Britiih  xommander,  in*  the  mean  time,  purfued 

Commo-    his  courfe,  and  having  put  into  the  harbour  of  Port 

ft^nVr^  Praya,  at  St  Jago,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  of  the 

gag«ncBt'  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands  belonging  to  Portugal,  jo  take  in 

with  Sufi,  water  and  providons,  where  he  lay  without  fufpicion, 

f^aion   ^^^*  fuddenly  and  boldly  attacked  by  M.  dc  Sulfireiil. 

^     **"'  No  fleet  could  polTibly   be  taken  more  at  a  difadvan* 

tage  ;  the  decks  of  moft  of  the  Ibips  being  encumbered' 

with  water  caiks  and  live-ftock,  while  the  fuddennefs 

of  the  attack  afforded  no  time  for  the  clearing  of  them. 

The  engagement  la(led  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half; 

during  which  time  the  Hannibal,  a  French  ihip  of  74 

guns,  was  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  mere  wreck. 

After  loling  her  fore^maft  and  bowfprit,  her  cable  was 

either  cut  or  fliot  away.    In  the  effort  of  hoifting  more 

fail  to  get  out  of  the  extreme  danger  to  which  Die  was 

expofed,  her  main  and  mizen-mails  went  over  board, 

fo  that  ihe  remained  a  mere  hulk  upon  the  water,  and 

in  a  condition  in  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  be  conceived 

how  ihe  could  poffibly  efcape.    However,  fhe  made  a 

'  fhift  to  reach  the  other  ihips,  and  being  by  them  towed 

into  a  place  of  lafety,  was  aflifted  to  re^t.     Commodore 

Johnftone  purfued  the  enemy  with  all  expedition;  but 

the  damage  done  to  his  own  fliips,  particularly  the  Ifis, 

together  with  the  latenefs  of  the  day,  and  the  direction 

of  the  winds  and  currents,  rendered  it  impoflible  to 

obtain  any  advantage,    farther  than    recovering  the 

Hinchinbrooke  Indiaman,  which,  after  a  gallant  re- 

illtance,  had  been  carried  out  by  the  enemy ;  and  the 

Infernal  fire-fliip,  which  had  likewife  fallen  into  the 

hands  of  the  French,  was  again  recovered  by  her  own 

^        crew, 

Notwitl^ftanding  this  fevere  chaftifement,  the  French 
fquadrpn  arrived  at  the  fouthem  extremity  of  the 
^rican  continent  before  that  commanded  by  Commo- 
dore John  ftone.  The  latter  failed  from  Port  Praya  in 
Juae^  the  beginning  of  May,  and  towards  the  middle  of  June 
diijpatched  Captain  Pigot,  with  three  or  four  of  the  beft 
failing  frigates,  towards  the  fouthem  extremity  of 
Africa,  in  order  to  obtain,  if  poffible,  fome  intelligence 
of  the  ftate  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter ;  and  with 
indrudions  to  rejoin  the  fleet  at  a  certain  latitude. — ^In 
his  way  the  captain  fell  in  wich  a  lai^e  Dutch  Eaft 
Indiaman  oi  x2oo  toa^^  which  haid  newly  failed  fronx 
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Sddanha  bay  near  the  Cape.    This  was  a  valuable  chap. 
prize,  being  laden  with  itores  and  proviftons  for  the   ^^^'^' 
ifland  of  Ceylon,  beiides  40,000 1.   in  bullion.     From  ^^^^g^T* 
her  crew  he  likewife  obtained  intelligence,  that  Suf* 
frein,  with  five  fail  of  the  line,  moft  ot  his  tranfports, 
and  a  coniiderable  body  of  troops  had  arrived  at  Falfe 
Bay  on  the  2xft  of  June ;  .and  that  feveral  Dutch  Eaft 
India  fliips  (homeward  hou^d,  but  afraid  to  proceed) 
were'then  at  anchor  at  Saldanha  bay,  about  fourteen 
leagues  to  the  northward  of  the  Cape  town  and  fort. 
The  reafon  of  their  lying  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  place 
where  they  could  only  hope  for  fccurity  and  protedtion 
from  an.enemy,  was,  that  the  Table  Bay,  where  thefe 
forts  lie,  is  very  dangerous  for  ihipping  during  the  winds 
which  blow  in  the  time  of  our  fummer  months. 

The  expedition  which  SufFrein  had  madeufe  of  in  his 
voyagie  to  the  Cape,  eiFeduaily  difappointed  the  Britiih 
commander  in  his  views  on  that  fectlement,  but  could 
not  prevent  him  from  making  an  attempt  on  the  ihips 
in  the  bay  of  Saldanha,  which  was  executed  ivith  equal 
fpirit  and  fuccefs.     The  difficulty  lay  in  conducing  the 
furprize  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ihould  prevent  the  enemy 
from  having  time  to  deftroy  the  ihipping.    To  facilitate 
'  this  purpofe,  the  commodore  took  the  charge  of  pilo- 
tage upon  himfelf ;  and  having  run  his  Ihips  under  the 
ihore  in  the  night  time,  entered  the  bay  early  in  the 
morning  with  iiich  alertnefs  and  rapidity,  that  the  ene- 
my, though  under  apprehenflons  of  his  arrival,  and 
having  their  fails  already  bent  in  expe<^ation  of  the 
event,  had  fcarce  time  to  run  their  (hips  on  ihore,  fet 
them  on  fire,  and  leave  them.     They  were  inftantly  Dutch 
boarded,  however,  by  the  Britiih  feamen,  who,  with  ftiipstakca 
the  ucmoit  expedition,  extinguifhed  the  flames,  and  *"^  ^^". 
had  the  good  fortune  to  fave  four  veflTels  of  1000  or  him  in  i he 
HOC  tons  each;  but  another  of  equal  burthen  and  value  hayof  SaU 
blew    up  about  ten  minutes  after  the  boats  had  found  <^**^** 
their  endeavours  in  vain  to  fave  her.     It  was  a  matter 
of  fome  curioiity  to  fee  General  Meadows  aflii^mg 
perfonally  in  this  dangerous  fervice,  fo  entirely  foreign 
to  his  profdfional  line  of  a^ion. 

During  the  performance  of  this  piece  of  fervice,  a  Kings  of 
boat  was  leen  rowing  from  the  ihore  to  the  commodore's  Tidorcan4 
ihip,  filled  with  people  in  the  eaitern  garb,  who  made  Jc|™*^ed 
the  molt  affeding  iigns  of  fupplication.     Thefe  were  from  cap. 
the  two  kings  of  Tidore  and  Ternate,  (two  valuable  tivity, 
fpice  ifiands)^  with  their  families,  who  had  long  been 
detained  in  miferable  captivity  by  the  Dutch.     Thefe 
unhappy  princes  having^  upon  fome  jealoufy  or  fufpi* 


198  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

^JLv^F'  ^>o"?  J>«n  depofcd  by  the  Dutch,  had,  according  ttM 
*  (he  haiih  and  cruel  maxians  which  have  ever  difgraccd 
^^"T^g^  their  government  in  the  eaft,  for  feverai  years  beea 
confineid  in  a  parched  and  defolate  ifland  near  this  place, 
which  ferves  as  a  receptacle  formaiefadors  of  all  na- 
tions from  their  various  fettlements  in   the  eaft^  and 
where  they  and  their  families  were,  without  regard 
to  fex  er  quality,  obliged  to  herd  upon  equal  teraia 
with  the  moft  profligate  and  abandoned  of  the  hixiaMn 
race.  .  They  had,  for  fome  reafon  or  other,  been  re* 
moved   from  the  ifland  to  the  continent,  from  whence 
they  now   fo..ght  for  refine  on  board  the  ELngiifk 
fijuadron. — Having  taken  on  board  thefe  unfortunate 
people,  the  commodore,  with  his  own  fhip,  the  Konmey^ 
his  prizes,  and  mod  of  the  frigates,  fet  fail  for  Eng- 
land,  where  he  arrived   in  fafecy,  excepting  that  one 
of  the  prizes  was  loA  in  the  Channel,  and  a  nun^ber  o# 
htzve  feamen  in  hen     This  expedition  afforded  mucb 
matter  of  diicuffion  at  home. 
M.  Ac  la       It  was  very  unfortunate  for  Britain  that  none  of  her 
^*»"^P-fchemes,  however  well  concerted,  could  be  kept  fecret 
^^^  from  the  knowledge  of  the  enemy,  who  had  io  many 

fptes  in  every  quarter,  that  all  her  plans  of  operatioa 
were  conftantly  difcovered  in  fufficient  time  to  be  coun* 
tera^ted.  To  this  it  was  owing  that  Commodore  John* 
tone's  expedition  was  not  attended  with  all  the  faccefk 
that  might  have  been  expeAed.  Britain,  however,  had 
the  fatisfei^lion,  in  this  inftance,  of  difcovering  the 
culprit,  and  treating  him  agreeably  to  his  deferts.  He 
was  not,  as  moft  of  the  perfons employ  ed  in  the  difgrace- 
fttl  bullneis  of  a  fpy,  one  of  the  lower  order  of  the 
people.  His  name  was  Mr  Henry  de  la  Motte,  a 
French  gentleman,  who  had  been  a  colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Soubife  in  laft  war,  and  had  l>ehaved,  on  feve- 
rai accaiions  with  great  gallantry.  Upon  the  conclufion 
of  the  war  bis  regiment  was  broke;  foon  after  wh^ 
the  title  of  Baron  Deckkam,  with  an  herediury  eftate, 
•  devolved  to  him.  Having  lived  beyond  the  limits  of 
his  fortune,  he  retired  to  England,  and  had  for  fome 
time  redded  in  hofidoa  as  an  agent  for  the  Court  of 
France.  He  was  diTcovered  in  the  following  manner  : 
— One  RatclifFe,  mafterof  a  cutter,  gave  information 
that  he  had  been  hired  by  one  Mr  Rougiei'*  to  carry 
packers  to  the  French  Comniiffary  at  Boulogn,  for 
which  he  was  to  be  paid  20 1,  each  time,  and  to  have 
100 1.  beiides  at  a  certain  period.  Apprehending  at 
laft,  however,  that  ht  might  incur  fome  danger  by 
continuing  this  employmciu,  he  gave  information  of 
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what  was  going  on  to'  one  Mr  Steward,  a  merchant  at  ^  H  a  p. 
Sandwich,  by  whom  his  laft  packet  was  fent  to  the  J^^^XIi* 
fecretary  of  iiate,  Lord  Hiilfborough,  who  took  copies     t^sj, 
.  of  all,  and  then  returned  them  to  Mr  Steward,  who,  by 
his  Lordlhip's  orders,  fent  them  to  Bonlogn,  by  which 
contrivance  the  fchcmesof  De  la  Mottc  were  fruihrated, 
government  having  a  previous  knowledge  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  various  packets.    This  was  the  fate  of  feve- 
ral  other  packets  ;  and  it  was  fome  time  before  Ratclifiie 
faw  the  principal  party  concerned.     At  laft  this  was 
accomplished,  by  his  complaining  to  Mr  Rougier  that 
he  had  not  been  paid  the  lool.  according  to  promife. 
A  meeting  being  thus  procured,  it  was  found,' that  the 
perfen  who  gave  the  intelligence  to  the  enemy  was  M. 
de  la  Motte.    On  fearching  his  houfe,  no  papers  of  any 
confequence  were  found  ;  but  on  his  arrival,  being  firom 
home  when  the  King's  meffengers  firft  came,  he  was 
bbferved  to  throw  fome  papers  out  of  his  waiikoat 
pocket,  unperceived  by  any  body,  as  he  thought.  The 
papers,  however,  were  taken  up  by  the  meflfengers^ 
and  gave  plain  indications  of  a'  treafonable  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  enemy,  as  they  contained  not  only  aa 
account  of  all  the  particulars  of  Governor  Johnftone's 
fquadron,  but  of  our  marine  in  the  different  ports, 
their  deftination  and  condition,  both  with  regard  to 
vid'uaHing  and  ftrength.     From  thcfe  papers  it  alfo  ap^ 
peared,  that  he  wis  connected  with  one  Henry  Lutter- 
loch,  Efq ;  a  German,  then  refiding  at  Wickham,  near 
Portfmouth,  who  being  likewife  apprehended,  made  a 
fnll  difcovery  ofthis  treafonable  correfpondence.  Upon 
M.  de  la  Motte's  trial,  Lutterloch  was  admitted  ling's 
evidence,  and  made  a  very  extraordinary  declaration. 
He  fald,  diat  he  embarked  in  a  plot  with  the  priibner 
in  the  year  1778  tofurnifh  the  French  Court  with  fe- 
cret  intelligence  of  the  navy,  for  which  he  only  rec«iv- 
ed  eight  guineas  a  month.     The  importance  of  his  in- 
Kyrmation,  however,  appeared  fo  clear  to  M.  de  la 
Motte,  that  he  fhortly  after  allowed  him  fifty  guineas 
a  month,  beiides  many  valuable  prefents ;  that  upon     • 
any  emergency  he  came  poi\  to  town  ;  but  common 
ocairrences,  relative  to  their  treaty,  he  fent  by  the  poQ* 
He  had  been  to  Paris  by  dire^ionof  M.  dela  Motce, 
and  had  been  clofetted  with  Monf.  Sartine,  the  French 
minifter.  He  had  formed  a  plan  for  capturing  Governor 
Johnftone's  fquadron,  for  which  he  demanded  8000 
guineas,  and  a  third  (hare  of  the  ftiips,  to  be  divided 
amongft  the  prifoner,  himfelf,  and  his  friend  in  a  certain 
office ;  but  the  French  Court  would  not  conCeat  to  give 
more  than  an  eighth  (hare  of  the  fquadron.  After  agree-  ' 
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^vvv  ^ing^o^ablc  the  French  to  take  the  Commodore,  h« 

^^^^  faid  he  went  to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  offered  a  plan  to 

t78i.    ^^^  ^^  French,  and  to  defeat  his  original  projed  with 

which  he  had  furniihed  the  French  Court. — Lutterloch, 

in  the  courfe  of  his  evidence,  gave  fuch  an   account  of 

himfelf,  as  evidently  Ihowed  him  to  be  one  of  the  ipoft 

wicked  and  depraved  of  all  mankirrd,  devoid  of  every 

fenfation  except  the  defire  of  accumulating  wealth.  His 

evidence,    however,    and  other  ftrong  circumftances, 

were  fufficient  to  convid  his  unhappy  accomplice,  who 

was  accordingly  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the  27th  of  July 

ui4  hang.  1781  ;  the  King  being  pleafed  to  remit  •  that  dreadful 

f*  ^%,f    P^^  of  1^*  fentence  of  having  his  heart  taken  out  alive, 

2;f  &c. — During  his  trial,  and  at  the  place  of  execution, 

M.  de  la  Motte  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhowed 

him  to  be  an  accomplifhed  gentleman  ;  and  not  only 

excited  the  compaflion,  but  the  admiration  of  every  one 

who  faw  him.     Perhaps  he  would  not  have  ftood  fcf 

firm  and  colieAed,  at  io  awful  a  moment  had  he  not, 

however  miflakenly,  felt  a  kind  of  confcious  innocence 

within  his  own  breaft,  that  he  had  devoted  his  life  to 

the  fervice  of  his  country. 

Hitherto  the  fleets  of  Holland  had  been  in  fuch  a 
bad  ftate,  that  they  durft  attempt  nothing  on  the 
European  feas.  They  had  even  (hewed  a  deficiency 
in  feamen,  which  aftoniflied  all  Europe,  as  they  had 
been  thought  to  abound  in  them  beyond  every  other 
nation,  Britain  alone  excepted.  Their  vicinity  to  the 
Britifli  ports,  however,  proved  very  prejudicial  to  the 
commerce  of  this  nation,  and  required  a  fquadron  to 
'  be  kept  confbntly  in  the  Downs,  as  well  to  watch 
their  motions  in  general,  as  to  prevent  their  inter- 
courfe  with  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe;  and  it  was 
ftill  more  aifentially  neceifary  to  have  fuch  a  force  in 
the  North  Seas,  as  would  be  capable  of  ruining  their 
immenfe  commerce  in  that  quarter,  and  ef  proteding 
our  own  ;  befides  the  farther  objed  of  effedually  pf&- 
venting  them  from  reftoring  their  marine,  by  cutting 
*  off  their  only  refonrces  of  naval  fupply.  For  this  lalt 
purpofe.  Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  a  veteran  officer  of 
great  reputation,  failed  from  Portfmouth  in  the  begin- 
ning of  June,  wit^  four  (hips  of  the  line,  and  one  0^50 
guns,  for  the  North  Sea.  The  Dutch,  in  the  mean 
time,  having  ufed  every  effort  to  equip  a  force  fuffici- 
ent to  proted  their  trade,  difpatcbed  Admiral  Zout- 
man,  with  eight  fhips  of  the  line,  from  54  to  74  guns^ 
ten  frigates,  and  five  floops,  with  a  very  large  convoy 
under  their  protedion,  from  the  Texeh     Several  of 
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the  frigates  were  very  large,  the  Argo  carrying  44CHA  P. 
guns,  and  five  othei'  36.  They  were  joined  by  the  ^^^'^' 
Charleitown  an  American  frigate,  of  extraordinary  ^^^^ 
cgailrudtion,  being  as  long  and  large  as  a  ihip  of  th^ 
line,  with  fevcral  hundred  men  on  board,  and  thirty- 
iix  cannon,  carrying  Ihoc  of  forty  two  pounds  weight 
on  one  deck.  This  formidable  fi]uadron  was  met  by 
Admiral  Parker  on  hisrcturw  with  a  large  convoy  from 
Eliiaeur.  He  had  been  joined  by  feveral  frigates  and  th^ 
Dolphin  of  44  guns,  lince  his  departure  »froui  Portt 
mouth;  and  he  was  now  very  opportunely  reinforced  by 
Cominodorc  Keith  Stewart  in  the  Berwick  of  74  guns; 
fo  that  bis  fquadron  con  lifted  of  fix  Ihips  of  the  line, 
viz.  the  Princcfs  Amelia  of  80  gnns,  the  Fortitude  and 
Bepvick  of  74  each,  the  Bienfaifant  of  64,  the  Buflalo 
of  60,  and  the  Prelton  of  50 ;.  but  the  liiperiority  of 
the  enemy  obliged  the  Admiral  to  take  the  Dolphin  of 
44  guns  into  his  line. 

The  hoftile  fleets  came  in  fight  of  each  other  on  the 
Dogger  Bank,  very  early   in  the  morning  of  Auguil 
5th  1781.     One  of  the  Dutch  line  of  battle  Ihips  had  Aug.  5. 
by  fome  accident  been  obUgcd  to  return  into  port,  but 
Ihe  was  replaced  by   the  Argo  of  44  guns.     Admiral 
Parker  perceiving  the  number  and  force  of  the  enemy's 
frigates,    detached  the  convoy,    with  orders  to  keep 
their  wind,  fending  his  own  frigates  along  with  them 
for  protection.     He  then  threw  out  fignnls  for  a  ge^ 
neral  chace,  and  the   enemy  fhevved  themfelves  by.  no 
means  difpofed  to  Ihun  the  combat.     Having  likewife 
fent  oiF  their  convoy,  they  waited  with  the  utmolt  com- 
pofure  for   the  approach  of  their  enemies.     None  of 
thofe  manoeuvres  were  now  practifed,  by   which  the 
French   had    fo   often    evaded   the  decilion    of  naval 
anions  throughont  this  war.  Both  p:u-ties  were  equally 
determined  to  fight  it  out   to  the  hiil ;  and   both  kept 
filence  till  advanced  within   piftol   Ihot  of  each  other. 
Admiral  Parker  in  the  Fortitude,  then  ranoing  a&reall  oefnerate 
of  Mr  Zoutman's  Ihip,  the  Admiral   Ruyter,  a   moit^ng'^ge- 
cicfperatc  engagement  took  place,  which  coniiuucd  for  *"S"^  ^^^' 
three  hours   and  forty    minutes,    during  which   time  H\dt  Var- 
feveral  of  the  Britilh  fuips  had   Hred   2500  Ihot   each.  kcV  Aud 
At  Che  expiration  of  this   tenn,  both   fleets   were  lbjl»<=  ^^-''^^* 
Ih.iccered,  that  the  Jhips  lay  like  logs,  and  were  un-^j'^j^^i^ 
willingly  parted  by    the  mere  motion  of  the  water. 
The    Britilh  claimed   the  viftory,    bat   were   utterly 
unable  to  purfue  the  enemy,  being  tonally  dlfabled  in 
their  mails  and  rigging ;  \Vhile,  ou  the  other  hand,  the 
Dutch  veflels  having  received  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
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CHAP,  (hot  In  their  halls,  were  fo  wofully  torn,  that  tltcy 
xxvil.  ^Q^ij^  fcarcely  be  kept  from  finking  till  they  reached 
'^Tg^  fome  of  their  ncareft  ports.  '  In  their  paffage,  the  Hoi- 
lahdia,  one  df  their  beft  fliips  of  68  guns,  funk  in 
twenty-two  fathom  watei* ;  notwithftanding  which  her 
top-maite  remained  for  fome  time  vifible,  and  her  pen* 
dant  being  difcovered  in  the  morning,  was  cut  away 
by  one  of  the  Englifh  frigates,  who  carried  it  off  as  a 
trophy  of  viftory .  The  fate  of  this  ftiip  was  fo  fudden 
^  and  unexpefted,  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  the 
wounded  men  to  perilh  in  her.  Two  more  of  their 
flitps  were  fo  much  difabled,  as  to  be  declared  incapable 
of  fervice.  Their  lofs  amounted  to  iioo  in  killed^ 
wounded,  and  funk;  while  that  of  the  Briti0v amount* 
led  to  little  more  than  half  the  number ;  there  being  in 
nil  only  104  men  killed,  and  339  wounded.  Admiral 
Parker's  letter,  giving  an  account  of  the  a6lion,  was 
diftinguifhed  by  its  concifenefs  and  bluntnefs ;  by  ia 
tnodefty  with  refpeA  to  his  own  fide,  and  by  the  full 
honour  which  it  pays  to  the  valonr  of  the  enemy  ^« 

•  Fortitude  at  Stay  Aug.  6.  178 1, 
Si  ii« 

Yefterday  morning,  we  £bll  in  with  the  Dutch  fqsadron. 
with  a  large  convoy,  on  the  Dogger  Bank.  I  was  happy 
to  find  1  had  the  wind  of  them,  as  the  great  number  of 
their  large  frigates  mi^ht  other  wife  have  endan  jeered  my  con- 
voy. Having  feparated  the  men  of  war  from  the  merchant 
Ihips^  and  madeaiignal  to  the  laft  to  keep  their  wind,  I  bore 
Eway  with  a  general  fignal  to  chace.  The  en^my  formed  ' 
their  line,  confifting  of  eight  two  decked  ihips,  on  the  liar- 
board  tack  ;  ours,  including  the  Dolphin,  confided  of  feven. 
Not  a  gun  was  fired  on  either  iide,  until  within  the  diftance 
of  halfmufquet  fhot.  The  Fortitude  then  being  a-breaftof 
the  iSsrch  Admiral,  the  adion  began,  and  continued,  with 
an  unceaiing  fire,  for  three  hoars  and  forty  minutes,  iy  this 
time  our  (hips  were  unmanageable.  I  made  an  effort  to  form 
the  line,  in  order  to  renew  the  action,  but  found  it  impracti- 
cable. The  Bienfaifant  had  loft  his  main  top-maft,  and  the 
Buffalo  his  fore-yard.  The  reft  of  the  (hips  were  not  lefs 
(battered  in  their  mafts,  rigging,  and  fails.  The  enemy  ap- 
peared to  be  in  as  bad  a  condition.  Both  fquadrons  lay  to  a 
confiderable  time  near  each  other,  when  the  Dutch »  with 
their  convoy,  bore  away  for  the  Tcxel.  We  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  follow  them. 

His  Majefty's  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  bravery, 
nerdid  the  enemy  (hew  lefs  gallantry.  The  Fortitude  was 
extremely  well  feconded  by  Captain  Macartney  in  the  Prin- 
cefs  Amelia;  but  he  was  unfortunately  killed  early  in  the 
adioa.  Lieutenant  Hill  has  great  merits  in  fo  well  Support- 
ing the  condaft  of  his  brave  captain. 
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This  engagement,  like  thofc  we  have  already  taken  C  H  a  P. 
hOdce  of  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  fcemed  to  v^i^iiii 

As  there  was  great  probability  of  our  coming  into  adion  This  bau 
again.  Captain  Macbride  very  readily  obliged  me,  by  tak*  **«  ^<^5'- 
lag  the  command  of  that  (hip ;  and  i  have  appoiated  Mr  ^e^^rd  t 
Waghome,  my  firA  Lieatenant,  to  the  command  of  the  Ar-  [he^Dutch 
t6is.     This  gentleman,  althoa^h  much  hurt  in  the  aflion,  re-  war  in 
fufed  to  leave  my  iide  while  it  lafled.     Capuin  Graeme  of  Buropc. 
the  Preflon  has  loft  an  arm. 

Inclofed,  1  tranfmita  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded« 
and  an  account  of  the  damages  fuftained  by  the  (hips. 

The  enemy's  force  was,  1  believe,  much  foperior  to  what 
their  Lordihips  apprehended.     I  flatter  myfelf  they  will  bt 
Satisfied  that  ive  have  done  all  that  was  poiEblf  with  ours. 
lamSiR^ 

Your  moft  obedient,  * 

and  moft  humble  fervanti 
H.  PARKER. 

t 
P.  S.  The  frigates,  this  morning,  difcovered  onef  of  the 
Dutch  men  of  war  funk  in  22  fathom  water.  Her  top- gallant 
mafts*  were  above  the  fnrface,  and  her  pendant  ftili  lying, 
which  Captain  Paton  has  ftruck,  and  brought  to  me  on 
board.  I  believe  ftie  was  the  fecond  (hip  in  the  line,  of  74 
guns. 

Offiars  killed  and  nudundtd. 

/M'/zVa^,— Lieutenants  Waghome,  Harrington,  Hinck- 
ley ;  the  boatfwain  and  pilot  wounded. 

Broi/ai/ant, -^Gunntr  wounded, 

i^frwfVi,— -Lieutenants  Skipfey  and  Maxwell,  Cs^ptain 
Campbell  and  Lieutenant  Stewart  of  marines,  and  (ix  mid- 
ihipmcn  wounded ;  pilot  and  two  midfhipmen  killed. 

Priucefs  Amelia , — Capuin  Macartney  and  gunner  killed ) 
Lieutenants  Hill,  Smith,  and  Legget  wounded.  -' 

Pnjton, — Captain  Graeme  and  third  Lieutenant  wounded4 

Buffalo, — Firft  Lieutenant  and  boatfwain  wounded. 

Dtfi^i^/ff,— Lieutenant  Oalby  killed ;  boatfwain  wounded* 

Killed  and  Woundtd. 
ibif^.  Guns.     Commanders.        Kill.  Wound.  Total  ' 

Fortuade.  74  ]S:^^;Sn:  }-  «7  87 

Bienfaifant,  64 Braithwaite.  6  at  ay " 

Berwick,  74 — ^ Stewart.  18     '  1%  76 

Pnnccfs  Amelia,    80— —Macartney.  19  56  75 

Prcfton,  50             Graeme.  10  40  50 

Buffalo,  60— — Trufcott.  ao  O4  ^4 

dolphin,  44— -.Blair.  11  33  44 

>o4    359    443 
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c  H  A  P,  prove  dccHive  againft  the  Dutch,  at  leaft  in  the  Eiiro- 
J^^^  pcan  feas.     Their  Gazette?  indeed  claimed  the  viftory 
j^^j^    in  very  gafconading  terms,  but  the  confequences  evin- 
ced their  defeat.     Their  convoy,  as  well  as  their  fliips 
of  war,  returned  home  in  the  utmoft  difordcr   and  con- 
fufion  ;  every  idea  of  profccuting  the  voyage  to   the 
Baltic  was  of  neceffity  given  up  ;  all  means  of  procuring 
naval  Hores  cut  off,  and   the  immenfe  trade   between 
the  northern  and  fouthern  nations  of  Europe,  which, 
along  with  their  filherics,  had  been  the  main  fupport  of 
the  iJutch  power  and  riches,  was  for  the  prefent  totally, 
annihilated.     Honours,  were,  however,  moA  liberally 
bcUowed  on  the  Admiral  and  other  officers  concerned 
in  the  eng;igement.  Admiral  Zoutman  and  Commodore 
^  ^,    .Kjhglbergen,  the  fecond  in  command,  were  immediately 
promoted  ;  and  mofV,  if  not  all  the  firft  and  fecond  Cap- 
•     tainj^-as  well  as  feveral  of  the  Lieutenants,  were  either 
raifed  in  rank  or  command,  or  flattered  with  fome   pc- 
^cifliar  niiU-k  of  dillindion. — Count  Bentic of  the Bata via, 
who,  though  mortally   wounded  in  the   engagement', 
informed  that  his  ihip  was  finking,  had  refufed  to  quit 
hisfbcion,  was  flattered  in  the  article   of  death  with 
honours,  to  a  man  in  that  (ituation  utterly  infigniricant 
and  ufelefs.     During  the  few  days  in  which  he  conti- 
nued to  breathe  after  being  put  afhore,  he  was  created 
Rear-admiral  of  Holland  and  Weft  Friefland,  and   ap- 
pointed Adjutants-general  to  the  Prince  Stadtholder  ; 
and  after  his  death,  every  fiineral   honour   was   paid 
which  can  vainly  be  bcliowed  on  the  dead  by  the  folly 
of  Aie  living. 

In  England,  the  victory  wasby  no  means  received  with 
the  fame  exultation  wliich  the  Dutch  had  exprelT^  at 
the  news  of  their  defeat.  Though  the  valour  and  conduct 
of  Admiral  Parker  were  univerfally  acknowledged,  yet 
the  Government  or  A'dmiralty  were  as  generally  blamed 
becaufe  he  had  not  taken  the  whole  Dutch  fleet.  The 
Admiralty,  it  was  faid,  could  not  have  been  ignorant 
of  the  great  force  which  had  fo  long  been  fitting  out  in 
the  Texel,  and  ought  to  have  furniihed  him  with  a 
numberoflhips  Ailiicient  to  have  coped  with  it.  Nor 
did  the  Admiral  himfelf  feem  to  differ  in  fentiment  from 

Sbifis,  Cuns,  Ccmmanders. 

Anois,  40 — : Macbride.       '\ 

Lacona,  ^8 SirH.  Parker.  I 

>Nc 


Belle  Poule,  36 Fatten.  >  Not  in  the  line. 

Cleopatra,  32 ^Murray.  I 

Surprife  (cutter)    10  Lieutenant  Rivett.    j 
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the  common  report  of  the  day.  The  moftfltittering  marks  chap 
of  refpecft,  even  a  vifit  of  the  King  in  perfon,  were  infuf- 
ficicnt  to  mollify  his  ftubborn  humoiif.     He  hinted  his  ^^81^*  * 
difpleafure  and  intention  of  refignation,  by  wllhing  his 
MajeAy    "  Younger  officers  and  heiier  fhlps  ;^    and  told 
him,  that  *'  he  was  now  grown  too  old  for  the  fervice,'* 
It  was  faid  alfo,  that  the  King  having  hinted   his  in- 
tention of  taking  under  his  protection  the  fon  of  Cap- 
tain Macartney,  a  lad  of  feven  years  of  age,  who  had 
iGGti  his  father  killed  by  his  fide  during   the  engage- 
ment, the  Admiral  apologized  for  informing  him,  that' 
he  had  already  adopted  him  as  his  own   fon.     His  diT- 
cootent  was  farther  manifefted  by  his  immediate  relig- 
narion,  and  refufal  of  every  honour  that  was  offered 
him  ;  though  it  was  probably  intended  as  an  honour  <o-    .»  . 
the  father,  that  his  fon  Sir  Hyde  Parker  was  nowaf-      • 
pointed  to  the   command  of  a    fquadron  of  frigates,    " 
which  were  employed  in  blocking  up  the  DiUch  ports 
iUiring  the  remainder  of  the  feafon. 
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CHAP,    xxviir. 


Gibraltar  in  want  0/  provijtonj-^lislinjed  by  Admiral 
Darby — Bombarded  by  the  Spaniards^  tvhofe  works  are 
tompletely  deflroyed  by  General  Elliot-^Darby  retires 
before  the  combined  fleets—Admiral  Kempenfeldt  inters 
cepts  part  of  a  convoy  from  Br  eft — Minorca  taken  by  the 
Spaniards — Their  final  attempt  on  Gibraltar  entirely 
defeated — Succefs  of  Admiral  Barrington — Lard  Howe 
fails  to  the  coaft  of  Holland— Part  of  Newfrundland  and 
^ebec  fleets  taken — Lofs  of  the  Royal  George — GUr 

,  raltar  finally  relieved  by  Lard  Hcnve — Bahama  Iflands 
and  Hudfoifs  Bay  Fadories  taken — Spaniards  expelled 
from  Honduras — Dutch  African  fettlements  reduced — 
Miferable  fate  of  Rodney^s  prizes. 


eHAP  TOURING  this  long  fpacc  of  contention  throng- 

XXVI 11^  JL/  out  e^ery  quarter  of  the  world,    the  court  of 

Y       Spain,  whatever  efforts  (he  might  make  in  other  p^ts^ 

^781*    j|-|j  f^^jQgj  (^  ]^^p  (j^  view,  as  a  principal  point  the 

redu^ion  of  Gibraltar.  This  important  fortrefs,  in- 
deed, feemed  more  than  once  in  danger  of  falling  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  not  through  any  efforts  of 
them,  but  through  the  unavoidable  neceifity  of  the 
times,  which  prevented  the  garrifon  from  being  fup* 
plied  with  proper  necelTaries.  We  have  already  feen 
that  it  had  been  blockaded  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1779,  and  relieved  with  a  fupply  of  provifions  by 
Sir  George  Rodney  in  the  year  1780,  from  which 
time  it  had  been  in  a  manner  totally  negie&ed  for  more 
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than  a  whole  year.     As  early  as  the  month  of  OAober  C  M  A  P. 
1780,  Governor  Elliot  found  it  neceffary  to  make  ^^J!iJJJ} 
reduction  of  a  quarter  of  a  pound  from  each  man's  daily     1^31. 
allowance  of  bread.     Their  quantity  of  meat  was  like-  Famine  ia 
wife  reduced  to  a  pound  and  a  hMper  week;  and  that  ^»^r«kar, 
fo  bad,  that  it  could  fcarcely   be  eaten.     The  officers 
were  forbid  to  ufe  powder  in  their  hair,  and  the  price  , 
of  every  neceflary  of  life  was  advanced  to  the  moft 
enormous  rate.     Bad  bi(cuit,  full  of  worms,  was  now 
fold  at  a  Shilling  per  pound ;  flour,  ia  much  the  fame 
condition,  at  the  fame  price ;  old  dried  peafe  at  xs.  4d. 
Salt  of  the  wori)  kind,  the  fweeptngs  of  ihops  and  ftore- 
houfes,  and  half  full  of  dirt,  was  fold  at  eight,  pence  ; 
old  Iriih  fait  butter  at  half-a-crown ;  the  worft  fort  of  - 
brown  fugar  at  the  fame  price,  and  fartlfmg  candles  at 
(ixpence  each. 

Jf  thefe  diltreflcs  were  felt  by  the  garrifon,  they 
were  much  more  feverely  felt  by  the  inhabitants,  who 
had  no  allowance  from  Government.  From  the  time 
that  the  iati:  fupply  arrived  from  England,  and  even 
before  that  time,  not  a  fmgle  veflet  had  come  from 
Barbary,  or  the  more  diftant  parts  of  Africa.  What 
li'tcle  fupplles  rhey  received,  had  been  brought  in  'fmaU 
veffels  from  Minorca,  from  whom  proviiions  were  not 
to  be  purchafed  but  at  a  moft  immoderate  rate.  When 
a  market  was  opened  by  the  arrival  of  one  of  thefe 
veifels,  turkies  fold  at  3I.  X2&  each,  fucking  .pigs  at 
two  guineas ;  ducks  at  half^a-guinea ;  aiid  fmall  hens 
ac  9$.  each.  A  guinea  has  been  knoxVn  to  i}e  refufed 
for  a  calfspluck ;  and  27s.  demanded  for  an  ox's  head. 
To  heighten  the  diftrefs,  firing  was  alfo  become  fo  iiw 
tokrabfy  icarce,  that  a  fufficiency  of  it  was  with  greax 
difficulty  pbtained  for  the  moft  indifpenfible  culinary  pur- 
pofes ;  clothes  were  wafhed  in  cold  water,  and  worn 
without  ironing. 

This  extreme  diftrefs  being  known  in  England,  the 
reli^  of  Gibraltar  became  one  of  the  firft  obje^s  with 
Government  in  the  beginning,  of  the  year  178H  ^^^ 
the  grand  fleec  under  the  conduit  of  Admirals  Darby, 
Aigby,  a^d  Sir  J.  Lockhart  Rois,  was  appointed  to  the 
fervice.  ''The  fleet,  coniii\ing  of  about  28  fail  of  the 
line,  failed  from  St  Helen's  on  the  13th  of  March  1781 ;  March  i> 
but,  by  reafon  of  a  delay  in  waiting,  for  the  viAuallers 
fromCorke,  miffed  DeGraffe's  fleet  <rf  26  fail  of  the 
line,  which  failed  from  Breft  on  the  22d  of  March  for 
North  America,  where  they  affifted  Wafliington  to 
decide  the  fiate  of  that  continent,  as  we  have  already 
related*    Sajving:feut  off  the  £ail  apd  Weft  Jadia xon^ 
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CHAP,  voys,  amoimtine  to  no  fewer  than  200  fail.  Admiral 
'^^^^  *■  Darby  with  the  (hips  of  war,  and  97  ftore-fliips  and 
^^g"*^"^  viftuallers,  kept  on  hiscourfe  for  Gibraltar,  and  meet- 
ing with  no  enemy,  which  they  expelled  to  have  done 
in  the  latinide  of  Cape  St  Vincent's,  arrived  off  Cadiz 
April  12.  on  the  1 2th  of  April ;  Don  Cordova  wiUi  the  Spanifli 
fleet  retiring  to  that  port  at  their  approach.  Oa  the 
fame  day,  atter  exploring  the  iicuation  of  the  Spaniih 
fleet.  Admiral  Darby  forwarded  the  convoy,  with 
fome  men  of  war  and  frigates  to  cover  them,  to  Gi- 
braltar, as  well  35  thirteen  fail  into  the  Mediterranean, 
on  their  way  to  Minorca,  whilll  he  cruized  with  the 
main  body  of  the  fleet  off  the  Strait's  mouth,  in  order 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  Ihould  they  venture 
to  put  to  fea.  But  though  the  fleet  declined  an  en- 
gagement with  that  of  Britain,  great  dependence  was 
placed  on  the  gun-boats  they  had  left  behind  ;  |^nd 
had  it  now  been  in  their  power  to  have  burned  the 
Itore-lhips  and  victuallers,  or  prevented  them  from 
delivering  their  cargoes,  the  fortrefs  miftft  undoubredly 
have  furrendered  in  a  Ihort  tiine  for  want  of  provifions. 
The  Spaniards  had  now,  by  long  pra<riice,  arrived  atcon- 
♦  liderablc  pcrfe<^ion   in  conflructing   the  boats  above 

mentioned,  and  had  greatly  encreafed  their  number. 
Each  of  them  were  worked  by  20  oars,  and  carried  a 
long  26  pounder  in  its  prow,  which,  by  reafon  of  its 
length,  threw  ihot  much  farther  than  any  of  the  fhip 
guns.  To  render  this  new  fleet  (till  more  deflruclive^ 
feveral  boinb-bbats,  on  a  fimilar  conftrudtion,  were 
added  ;  and  by  having  been  fo  long  in  poDTeflion  of  the 
Bay,  they  had  now  completely  meafured  all  the  dif- 
tances,  and  knew  when  to  fire  with  effcd. 

Thefe  boats  had  been  built  at  Algeliras,  wjiere  tllcy 
remained  every  night ;  but   taking  advantage   of  the 
cahn  which  occurs  regularly  in   the  morning   at  that 
feafon  of  the  year,  about  20  of  thefe,  under  the  con- 
duct of  a  Don  Moreno,  conftantly  paid  a   vifit  to  the 
fleet iind  convoy  at  an  early   hour,  cannonading  cind 
.bombarding  them  till  the  wind  fprung  up,  after  which 
they    immediately  fled.      It  foon  appeared,  however, 
that  though   the  gun-boats  were  fufficient  to  create 
•     trouble,  and  give  much  annoyance  to  the  fleet,  they  were 
utterly  incapable  either  of  diflodging  it,  or  deilroylng 
Gibraltar  the  coiivov.     The  fortrefs  was  therefore  relieved,  to 
{r**Ad^     the  unfpeahable  moriification  of  Spain,  who  had  alrnoft 
j^bjl      cxhauitcd  her  ftrength  in  ereding  works  before  the 
place,  and  covering  them  with  an  artillery   fo  tremen- 
dous,   that  the  like  was  perhaps  never  beheld  in  any 
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part  of  the  world.     As  the  hopes  of  reducing  thisCHAP. 
flubborn  fortrefs  by  famine  were  therefore  now  given  -^^^***- 
up,  it  remiined  only  to  try  the  effeds  of  that  dreadful  ^g^ 
ai'f  illery  which  hnd  been  direSed  againft  it,  and  which  ' 
feeincd  irrtiilHbie  by  any  human  power.     It  foon  ap- 
peared, hov.  sver,    that  though  thefe    engines    carry 
terror  and  deftruflion  to  the  human  fpecies,  and  the 
workb  crcfled  by  them,  they  neverthelefs  make  a  very 
pitiful  figure  when  directed  againft  any  of  the  works  of 
nature.     To  dcmolilh  a  rock  1500  feet  high,  and  of 
proportional)le  magnitude,  is  an  exploit  now  determin- 
ed to  be  beyond  the  power  of  the  King  of  Spain,  at 
lenft  by  means  of  artillery,  and   would  moft  probably 
have  baffled  all  the  artillery  in  Europe,  though  it  had 
been  furrounded  by  it  at  once.     Be  this  as  it  will,  how- 
ever, the  unfortunate  town  of  Gibraltar  was  now  en- 
pofed  ro  the  difcharge  of  170  pieces  of  the  heaviert 
cannon,  and  8o  very  large  mortars.     For  three  weeks  The  place 
the  enemy  continued  to  difcharge  from  thefe,  every  f''^^^""^ 
day,  from  four  to  five  thoufand  crnnon  balls  and  niells,^^  ^^^^  " 
and  to  expend  at  leaft  100,000  pounds  weight  of  gun  cannon* 
powder.     Nothing,  it  is  faid,  could  exceed  the  fplen-  *^<=^*      « 
dour  and  magnificence  of  this  dreadful  cannonade  and 
bombardment,  when  viewed  at  a  diflance  in  the  night- 
time, efpecially  as  it  was  returned   with  ftill  fuperior 
fury  by  General  Elliot ;  fo  that  the  rock  feemed   in  4 
manner  to  be  changed  into  a  volcano,  and  to  be  totally 
immerfed  in  fire   and  fmoke,  vomited , forth  from  its 
own  bowels.     At  lait,  however,  this  dreadful  firing 
began  to  flacken.     Even  the  treafures  of  Spain  could 
not  fupport  fuch  an  immenfe  expenditure.     After  firing 
75,Qoo  ihot,  and  25,000  ihells,  therefore,  the  number 
was  reduced  to  about  600  of  each  every  twenty-four 
hours,  at  which  rate  it  continued  for  fome  weeks  lon- 
ger. 

In  return  for  this  prodigious  expence  the  Spaniards  The  town 
had  the  fatisfadion  of  demolifhing  the  town  of  Gibral-^'^Jjj;^^^^ 
tar  to  its  foundation,  and  killing  great  numbers  of  its   ^  ^^^^ 
inofFenfive  inhabitants.     Though  the  number  of  houfes 
were  under  five  hundred,  the  inhabitants,  (at  leaft  in 
the  beginning  of  the  fiege)  coinfiderably  exceeded  3000. 
Thefe  were  compofed  of  various  nations  and  religions, 
the  Englifli  amounting  only  to  500,  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics to  near  2000,  and  the  Jews  were  little  ftiort  of  900. 
They  had  been  formed  early  in  the  reign  of  George  II. 
into  a  corporation,  with  a  Mayor  and  Aldermen  (accor- 
ding to   the  Englilh  model)   for   their    government. 
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CHAP.  The  wives  and  families  of  the  officers  and  ffarrifon,  k 
'  is  probaUe  are  not  included  in  this  eftimate. 
\^2i^  Upon  thefe  fell,  almoft,  the  whole  weight  of  this 
cruel  cannonade  and  bombardment.  Snch  as  were  not 
buried  in  the  ruins  of  their  houfes,  or  torn  to  pieces  by 
the  (hells,  in  the  general  deltrudlion  of  the  firft  night, 
fled,  many  of  them  nearly  naked,  to  the  remote  parts  of 
the  rock.  But  the  liiells  from  the  batteries  reached  to 
places  which  had  always  been  deemed  fccure;  am! 
where  thefe  failed,  the  gun-boats  lurking  in  the  dark, 
poured  death  and  deftruction  during  the  night  to  the 
mod  fequedered  receires.  No  fcene  could  be  more 
deplorable.  It  is  faid,  that  mothers  and  children, 
clafped  in  each  others  arms,  were,  at  the  fame  inftart, 
fo  completely  blown  to  pieces  by  the  bombs,  that  it 
feemed  rather  an  annihilation,  than  a  difperfion  of  their 
ihattcred  fragments.  The  cafements,  which  could 
alone  afford  fecurity,  were  filled  by  the  garrifon  ;  and 
happy  did  ladies  of  the  greatelt  fenlibility  and  nioft  de- 
licate habits  deem  %  to  be  admitted  to  a  few  hours 
repofe  in  them,  amidit  all  the  noife  of  a  crowded  fol- 
dicry,  and  the  groans  of  the  wounded  who  were 
brought  in  from  their  works. 

Time  and  fear,  by  degrees,  led  to  the  difcovery  of 
new  places  of  fecurity  ;  nor  was  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
at  all  times  equally  fatal  in  thofe  within  reach ;  but 
when  a  cefTation  of  its  violence  enfued,  the  furviving 
inhabitants  having  loft  their  houfes  and  property,  could 
no  longer  live  in  the  place.  They  accordingly,  inclu- 
ding the  families  of  the  officers,  eagerly  feized  every 
opportunity  of  Ihipping  that  offered  for  an  efcape, 
whether  to  England  or  to  the  neighbouring  countries. 

In  other  refpe^ls,  the  damage  done  was  quite  trifling. 
From  the  12th  of  April  to  the  end  of  June,  only  one 
commiffioned  officer  and  52  private  men  were  killed^ 
and  7  officers  and  253  privates  wounded.  While  the 
fleet  remained  in  the  bay,  General  Elliot  returned  the 
enemy's  fire  as  we  have  already  remarked ;  but,  fo 
foon  as  they  departed,  his  prudence  and  experience  di- 
refted  him  to  fave  his  ammunition  ;  for  which  reafon, 
he  allowed  the  enemy  co  walle  themfelves  and  their 
treafures  as  they  pleafed,  while  he  feemed  to  behold 
their  rage  and  violence  with  the  utmolt  indifference. 

By  the  above  extraordinary  effort,  the  fury  of  the 
Spaniards  being  in  a  great  meafure  exhaufted  ;  and 
perceiving,  that  the  utmoft  violence  of  their  fire  pro- 
duced no  effed,  a  great  degree  of  quiet  prevailed  5  nor 
did  they  make  any  attempts  further  than  by  annoying 
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theearrifon  in  the  night-time  from  their  gun-boats,  'at  C  H  a  F. 

*  o  '  y  will 

the  fame  time  enlarging,  and  bringing  to  a  ftate  of  ftill  , 
further  perfe<ftion,  the  fortifications  and  batteries  with  ^^^^ 
which  the  place  wasfurrounded. — But,  during  this  calm, 
General  Elliot,  \vhof«.^  ellabliihed  charader  of  prudence, 
caution,  and  th^^  greateit  tendernefs  for  the  lives  of 
his  men,  was  capable  of  lulling  the  moft  watchful 
enemy  into  fee urity,  fecretly  meditated  a  heavy  blow 
upon  the  Spanifh  camp. — Seeing  that  the  enemy's  ftu- 
pendous  works  were  now,  after  immenfe  labour  and 
expence,  arrived  at  their  higheft  ftate  of  perfedion,  he 
confidered  this  as  the  proper  feafon  of  attempting  at 
once  to  fruitrate  all  their  views,  by  attacking,  ftorm- 
mg,  and  deftroying  them.  The  defign  was  glorious, 
and  the  objed  great. 

The  time  being  fixed,  and  all  the  arrangements  made,  Spanifh 
a  ftrong  detachment  iffued  from  the  garrifon;  upon  t'he,  works  en. 
fetting  of  the  moon,  at  ftiree  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  ftroy^^bV 
the  27th  of  Noveiifcer  1781.     The  trogps  were  divided  Gc.  Elliot, 
in  three  columns  ;  the  centre  being  led  by  the  Hanc^  ^^^'  *7» 
verian  Lieut-Colonel   Dackenhauien ;  the  column  on 
the  right  by. Lieut.  Colonel  Hugo,  of  the  fame  corps; 
and  that  on  the  left,  by   Lieutenant  Colonel  Trig,  of 
the  1 2th  regiment.     The  referve  was  led  by  Major 
Maxwell  of  the  73d ;  a  party  of  feamen,  in  two  di- 
vifions,  by  the  Lieutenants  Campbell  and  Muckle,  of 
the  Brilliant  and  Porcupine  royal  frigates;    and  the 
whole  body  was  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Rofs. 
Each  column  was  formed  in  the  following  order:  An 
advanced  cor{\? ;  a  body  of  pioneers ;  a  party  of  artil- 
Icry  men,  carrying  combultibles ;  a  fuftaining  corps; 
and  a  referve  in  the  rear.     The  pioneers  of  the  left 
column  were  feamen. 

Nothing  ever  exceeded  the  iilence  and  order  of  the 
march,  the  vigour  and  fpirit  of  the  attack,  or  the  nice 
and  exad  combination  of  all  the  parts.     The  whole  * 

exterior  front  of  the  enemy's  works  was  at  the  fame 
infant  every  wl-ere  attacked,  and  the  ardour  of  the 
troops  was  in  every  place  irreliftible. — The  Spaniards, 
aftoniihed  and  difmayed  by  the  fury  of  the  aflailants, 
gave  way  on  every  fide ;  and  were  foon  obliged  en- 
tirely, and  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  to  abandon 
thole  prodigious  works,  which  had  coit  fo  much  la- 
bour, time  and  expence  in  the  conftrudion,  and  in 
whufe  expected  eiFecl  the  hopes  of  all  Spain  were  cen- 
tred. The  molt  wonderful  exertions  were  made  by 
the  pioneers  and  artillery-men,  who  fprcad  their  fire 
^ilh  fuch  aftoniihing  rapidity,  that  in  half  an  hour. 
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CHAP,  two  rnorter  batteries  of  ten  13  inch  mortars,  and  three 
XXVUI.  batt^ies  of  heavy  cannon,  with  all  the  lines  of  ap- 
^g"^  proach,  communication,  and  traverie,  were  in  flames, 
and  every  thing  fubjeft  to  the  a^ion  of  fire  was  finally 
reduced  tu  afhes.  The  mortars  and  cannon  were 
fpiked,  and  their  beds,  carriages,  and  platforms  de- 
stroyed. The  magazines  blew  up  one  after  another  in 
the  courfe  of  the  conflagration.  The  whole  fervicc 
was  performed,  and  the  detachment  returned  to  the 
garrifon,  before  day-break ;  it  not  exceeding  two 
hours  from  the  time  of  their  departure.  Their  lofs 
was  too  inconiiderable  to  be  mentioned. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
,  was  by  no  means  a  popular  aft  in  Spain,  and  was  ge« 
nerally  confidered  rather  as  a  court  meafure,  originat- 
ing under  the  influence  of  French  counfels,  than  as 
the  refult  of  a  policy  founded  pn  the  real  interefls  of 
that  country.  The  little  fifccefs,  and  the  immenfe 
expcnce  with  which  it  had  hitherto  been  attended, 
could  not  but  increafe  the  public  diflatisfa^ion.  It 
therefore,  became  neceffary  for  the  Court  of  Verfailles 
to  remove  thefe  Inipreirions ;  and  n^  neither  Jamaica  or 
Gibraltar  could  afford  any  fuch  opportunity  for  the 
prefent,  the  fequeftered  ifland  of  Minorca,  w  hit  h,  .rom 
the  nature  and  particular  circumftances  of  tlie  war, 
was  almoft  cut  oft  from  the  polfibility  of  fr.ccour,  could 
not  efcape  obfervation,  as  the  object  immediately  of- 
fering for  the  purpofe. 

The  Duke  de  Crillon,  a  French  commander  of  re* 
pute,  had  been  taken  into  the  Spanifh  fervice,  and 
appointed  to  conduft  their  forces  in  the  enLcrprife 
againtt  Minorca.  And,  in  coniormity  with  this  delign, 
M.  de  Gulchen  failed  from  Breft,  near  the  end  of  June, 
with  a  powerful  fquadron  of  18  capital  fhips  (of  which 
four  were  of  the  greateft  dimenfions,  and  carried  1 10 
guns  each)  in  order  to  join  the  Spaniih  fleet,  and  Tup* 
port  the  invafion. 

The  combined  fleets  failed  from  C;idiz,  with  ubdojt 
10,000  Spaniih  troops,  before  the  end  of  July.^  The 
French  had  been  reinforced  by  the  Majejluex  6f  no 
guns,  and  fome  other  fhips  of  the  line;  and  were 
commanded,  bclidcs  the  Count  de  Guichen,  by  Mon- 
fieurs  de  BeaufTet  and  de  la  Motte  Picq\iet.  The  Spa- 
niih fleet  amounted  to  about  30  fail  of  the  line,  and 
was  commanded  by  Don  Lewis  of  Cordova,  and  Don 
M.  de  Gaflon.  The  army  effefted  its  landing  at  Mi* 
Aug.  2a  norca,  without  oppofition,  on  the  20th  of  Auguft ;  and 
was,  not  long  after,  joined   by   fix  regiments  from 
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Toulon,  under  the  conduft  of  Major  General  Count  chap. 
de  Falkenhayn.    who   was  deemed   one  of  the  beft  ^'<''^'"- 
officers  in  the  French  fervice.     The  garrifon  was  weak,  '""AglT' 
confiding  only  of  two  £ngliih  and  two  Hanoverian  re- 
giments ;  and  what  was  little  to  be  expeAed  in   that 
heakhy  climate,  and  dry  rocky  country,  was  exceed- 
ingly lickly,  and  particularly  affliAed  with  the  fcurvy, 
during  the  liege.  -  It  was,  however,  commanded  by 
two  diftinguilhed  officers.  Lieutenant  General  Murray, 
formerly  governor  of  Quebec,  now  held  the  fame  rank 
in  Minorca ;  and  was  fcconded  by  Major  General  Sir 
William  Draper,  who  commanded  at  the  conqueft  of 
Manilla  in  the  lad  war. 

The  combined  fleets  were  contented  with  feeing  the 
troops  fafe  into  the  Mediterranean  $  and  then,  trulling 
tfaein  CO  a  finall  convoy,  returned  with  diligence,  to 
the  amount,  as  it  was  laid,  of  49  /hips  of  the  line,  to 
cruize  at  the  mouth  of  the  Engliih  channel.  Though 
this  was  aneffedua!  meansof  preventing  any  fuccour 
from  being  fent  to  Minorca,  the  enemy  had  other 
objedsin  view.  They  hoped  to  intercept  fome  of  our 
great  homewarr^-bound  convoys,  which  were  then 
every  day  expected ;  and  a  very  large  outward-bound 
fleet,  which  was  on  the  point  of  its  departure  from 
Corke,  in  Ireland,  held  out  a  fimilar  temptation. 

Our  intelligence  was  fo  exceedingly  bad,  that  no 
information  of  this  naval  manoeuvre  wds  obtained,  nor 
was  the  defign  even   fufpe<fled,    until  the   combined 
fleets  were  arrived  in  the  chops  of  the  channel,  and  had 
formed  a  line  from  Uihant  to  the  iflands  of  Scilly,  in 
order  to  bar  its  entrance ;  fo  that  Admiral  Darby,  who 
was  then  at  fea  with  only  21  fhips  of  the  line,  was  on 
rhe  point  of  falling  in  with  them,  when  the  accidental 
meeting  of  a  neutral  veffel  afforded  him  notice  of  their 
(ituation.     In  thefe  unexpe^ed circumitances  he  return-  Ad.Darby 
ed  to  Torbay,  where  he  moored  his  fquadron  acrofs  retires  be- 
the  entrance,  while  he  waited  for  inftrudions  from  the  eomblnc4 
Admiralty  to  regulate  his  farther  condu6^.     He  was  fleets, 
foon  reinforced  by  feveral  fljips  from  different  ports,  fo  Aug.  14- 
that  his  fquadron  was  increafed  to  30  fail  of  the  line, 
with  which  he  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  fea  with  the 
«tnM»ft  expedition,  in  order  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
expcAcd  Weft  India  convoy  ;  an  objeft  for  which  he 
was  to  encounter  all  hazards  whatever ;  but  ftill  with 
fcch  a  view  to  the  vaft  fuperioriry  of  the  enemy,  as  to 
avoid,  fo  much  as  it  could  coniiftentiy  with  that  be 
done,  the  being  brought  to  a  clofe  and  decilive  engage- 
2B»xt.     The  de^ay  of  waiting  for  reinforcement  and 
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CHAT.  inftruftions,in  thefirftinftancr,  and  contrary  winds,after- 
^Aviii.  war  Js  detained  the  fleet  inTorbay,  notvvithftanding  the 
'  '  urgency  of  the  occafion,  until  the  14th  of  September. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  great  alarm  was  fpread  in  Ire- 
land, as  well  as  England,  with  refpeA  to  this  un- 
expet^ed  movement,  and  to  the  apprehended  deCgns 
of  the  enemy.  The  great  outward-bound  fleet  for 
America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  was  not  only  fuppofed 
to  be  in  imminent  danger  in  the  open  harbour  of  Corke, 
but  that  city  itfelf,  which  is  totally  unfortified,  and 
which  was  at  that  time  ftored  with  intmenfe  quantities 
of  provifion,  was  confidered  as  not  being  lefs  fo.  The 
j^j^hv  forces  in  that  kingdom  were  accordingly  or- 
dered to  the  fouthward,  for  the  protection  of  that  city 
and  coaft ;  and  the  patriotic  volunteers,  who  had  gained 
fo  much  honour  in  fupporting  and  reclaiming  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country,  now  {hewed  no  lefs  patriotifni  in 
their  immediate  offer  to  government  of  inftantly  taking 
the  field,  and  of  marching  wherever  their  Cervices 
ihould  be  neceffary  to  its  defence. 

As  foon  as  the  commanders  of  the  combined  fleets 
had  received  intelligence  of  Admiral  Darby's  poiition 
in  Torbay,  and  of  the  inferiority  of  his  force  in  point  of 
number,  a  council  of  war  was  held,  on  the  queftion  of 
attacking  him  while  in  that  fituation.  The  Count  de 
Guichen  is  faid  to  have  contended  ftongly  for  an  im- 
mediate attack.  Don  Vincent,  the  third  of  the  Spa- 
niJh  commanders,  ftrongly  fupported  this  opinion :  he 
aflerted,  that  the  deftroying  of  Darby's  fleet  was  io 
very  pradticable,  that  it  would  be  highly  difficult  to 
juftify  or  excufe  their  not  making  the  attempt ;  and  to 
give  the  greater  etfed  to  his  fentiments,  he  boldly  of- 
fered to  command  the  van  fquadron,  and  to  lead  on  the 
attack  in  his  own  ihip.  On  the  other  hand,  M.  de 
Bej\uffet,  a  French  officer  of  repute,  held  a  totally  con- 
trary opinion.  He  thought  that  the  attempt  on  Torbay 
would  be  a  meafure  unwarrantable  in  the  defign,  and 
exceedingly  hazardous  in  the  execution,  and  that  the 
allied  fleets  ihould  dire<?l  their  whole  attention  to  that 
great  and  attainable  objedV,  of  intercepting  the  Engliih  ■ 
homeward-bound  Welt  India  fleets.  Don  Louis  de 
Cordova  with  all  the  Spanilh  flag-officers,  except  Don 
Vincent,  coincided  entirely  in  this  opinion ;  fo  that 
M.  de  Guichen  being  either  brought  over  to,  or  over- 
ruled by  the  majority,  the  idea  of  attacking  Admiral 
Darby  in  Torbay  was  entirely  renounced. 

It  hasfmce  appeared,  that  the  combined  fleets  were 
in  fuch  exceeding  bad  condition^  that  had  there  beea 
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any  force  then  at  home  in  England,  which  could  with  CHAP. 
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any  degree  of  propriety  in  rel'ped  to  number,  at  all  -^'^^*"' 
face  them,  their  ruin  muft  have  been  inevitable.     The  '^J^g^ 
hard  weather,  which  came  on  in  the  beginning  of  Sep-  Combined 
tcmber,  accordingly  fruftrated   all   their  views;   and^.«^»»^«- 
abandoning  all  hope  of  intercepting  ,the  Britifh  con-  [jj^ir^ 
voys,   they    were  glad'  to  get  into  port  as  foon  asfpcdHve 
poffible.  ports. 

The  bad  conditioaand  circumftances  of  the  combined 
fleets,  however,  were  little  capable  of  fatisfying  the 
people  of  France,  with  refpeft  to  the  conduct  of  thofe 
^  commanders,  who  had  oppofed  and  over-ruled  the  opi- 
nion of  Don  Vincent  in  the  coucil  of  war.  The  cof- 
fee-houfe  politicians  of  Paris  had  taught  the  people  of 
that  capital  to  believe,  that  the  Eiigliih  fleet  could  not 
efcape  being  deftroyed  or  taken  in  Torbay  ;  and  fo 
flattering  an  illulion  being  eagerly  i wallowed,  they 
could  now  hardly  brook  the  difappointment,  and  were 
particularly  violent  in  their  cenfure  and  inventive. 
The  Count  de  Guichen  did  not  efcape  his  full  Ihare  of. 
thefe,  being  particularly  blamed  for  luifering  any  dif- 
cnifion  to  arife  upon  the  q\icition   of  obedience  to  his 

ireneral  inftrudtions  for  fighting ;  and  the  prejudice  was 
b  ftrong,  that  the  rank  and  popularity  of  the  Count 
d'Artois,  (the  King's  brother),  who  led  him  arm  in  arm 
into  his  own  box  at  the  playhoufe,  was  fcarcely  fuf- 
ficient  to  fave  him  from  infult. 

The  arrival  of  the  Weft  India  trade  was  fo  much 
later  than  had  been  cxpedled,  that  Admiral  Darby  kept 
the  (ea  until  the  month  of  November,  and  it  was  pro* 
bably  his  attention  to  that  important  objed,  which  pre- 
vented his  falling  in  with  a  rich  Spaniih  flota,  chat  in  the  ; 
intermediate  time  returned  from  America,  and  brought 
a  large  fupply  of  treafure  to  Spain,  which  was  then 
not  a  little  wanted.  It  feemed  almoft  remarkable,  that 
neither  the  combined  flJeets  nor  the  Brltilh  had  taken  a 
(ingle  prize  during  the  long  term  they  had  been  re- 
fpetitively  at  fea. 

On  the  return  of  M.  de  Guichen  to  France,  the  nt- 
moit  expedition  was  ufed  at  Breft  in  refitting  and  pre- 
paring the  fleet  for  fea,  notwithftanding  the  latenefs  of 
the  feafon.  The  obje«5ls  in  view  were  of  fuflicient  co«- 
fcqucnce  to  excite  this  diligence.  It  was  neceffary  to 
reinforce  the  Count  de  GralTe  with  both  troops  and  ihips 
of  war  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  it  was  determined  to 
fend  a  confiderable  reinforcement  of  both  to  fupporr 
M«  de  Orves,  and  de  SuiFrein,  in  the  Eaft.  A  nume- 
rotu  convoy  of  cranfport^  (tore-ihips,  and  proviiion- 
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C  H  A  f .  vcfflels,  were  accordingly  prepared  and  provided'  with 
XXViiu  ^j^g  fjjj^^  diligence  as  the  fleet.     And,  as  it  was  like- 
^^3^  wife   neceflary   to  guard   againft   the  defigns  of  the 
Engliih,  the  preparation  was  extended  to  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  men  of  war,  as  was  thought  equal  to  the  pro- 
te^ion  of  the  whole,  until  they  had  got  out  of  reach* 
This  part  of  the  fervice,  as  well  as  the  conduft  of  the 
whole,  while  he  continued  in  company,  was  committed 
to  the  Count  de  Guichen ;    and  the  command  of  the 
fquadron  and  fleet  dclUned  for  the  Weft  Indies,  to  M. 
de  Vaudreuil.    The  former  was  accompanied  by  Monf. 
de  la  Motte  Picquet,  and  de  BeaufTet;    and  when  he 
feparated  from  the  convoy,  was  to  join  the  Spanilh  fleet 
at  Cadiz,  in  order  to  defeat  any  attempt  that  might   be 
made  from  England  for  the  relief  of  the  ifland  of  Mi- 
norca. M.  de  Vaudreuil  carried  out  a  confiderable  body 
of  land  forces,  with  a  full  confidence  on  the  fide  both 
of  Ffance  and  Spain,  of  now  carrying  into  complete 
execution  the  fo  often  laid  proje^  of  reducing   the 
ifland  of  Jamaica. 
Ad.Kcm-      Intelligence  of  this  preparation,  and  in  a  great  mea- 
intcrccprs  ^^^^  °^  ^^^  objeft,  being  received  in  England,  Admiral 
part  of  a   Kempenfeldt  was  difpatched,  in  the  beginning  of  De- 
large  cod.  cember,  with  12  fail  of  the  line,  one  50  gun  fhip,  aud 
voyfrom  four  frigates,  in  order  to  intercept  the  French  fquadron 
and  convoy.     Through  bad  intelligence,  or,  as  fonie 
perhaps  may  rather  think,  through  a  certain  mar)ced 
fatality,  which  feems  to  have  generally  attended  our 
operations  through  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  the 
French  fleet  was  fo  much  fuperior  to  what  had  been 
conceived,  as  well  as  to  Admiral  Kempenfeldt's  force, 
that  the  danger  of  being  intercepted  (if  iuch  had  been 
the  objcft  of  the  enemy)  lay  entirely  on  his  fide.     The 
Count  de  Guichen  had  no  lefs  than  19  fail  of  heavy  line 
of  battle  ihips  under  his  command,  befides  two  more 
armed  en  flute. — The  Engliih  Admiral,  totally  igno- 
rant  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  and   expecting 
that  he  had  only  an   equal  force,  at  the  moft,  to   en. 
Dec.  12,    counter,  had  the  fortune  to  fall  in  with  them  in  a  hard 
gale  of  wind,  when  lx)th  the  fleet  and  convoy  were  a 
good  deal  difperfed,  and  the  latter  had  fallen  confsder* 
ably  a-ftern.    Mr  Kempenfeldt,  with  that  profeffional 
judgment  and  dexterity  by  which  he  was  eminently 
diftinguifhed,  determined  to  profit  of  the  prefent  fitua** 
tion,  by  endeavouring  to  cut  off  the  convoy,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  and  to  fight  the  enemy  after.     The  de- 
ngn  in  part  took  place ;  and  if  there  had  been  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  frigates,  (which  are  particularly  nc- 
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ceflary  in  ail  attacks  upon  convoys),  the  effed  would  chap. 
have  been  ftill  much  more  conliderable.     About  twenty  v^  ^ 
of  the  prizes  arrived  i'sLie  in   England,  two    or  three    \T^^^ 
were  faid  to  be  iunk,  and  feveral  chat  (truck  efcaped  ini 
the  night. 

The  French  commanders  werc^  in  the  mean  time, 
collecting  their  fleet,  and  forming  the  hnc  of  battle. 
Admiral  Kempenfeldc  likewife,  having  colleded  his 
fliipsin  the  evening,  and  being  ftill  ignorant  of  their 
force,  got  upun  the  fame  tack  with  the  enemy,  under 
a  full  determination  of  engaging  them  in  the  mornmg. 
At  day -light,  perceiving  them  to  leeward,  he  im- 
mediately formed  the  line  ;  but  difcovering  their  force 
upon  a  nearer  approach,  he  found  the.  neceifity  of 
changing  his  refolution  ;  and  the  adverfe  fleeis  after  a 
full  view  of  each  other,  feemed  to  part  with  equal  con- 
fen  t  on  both  tides. 

Though  on  this  occalion,  near  iioo  land  forces^ 
and  between  600  and  700  feamen,  were  taken  on  board 
the  prizes,  and  though  they  were  otherwife  Liden  with 
naval  itores  the  moft  important  and  eflential   to  iho  * 

enemy,  the  public  was  fo  far  from  being  fatisfied,  that 
the  moft  violent  clamour  was  raifed  becaufe  Admiral 
Kcmpenfeldt  had  not  been  fupplied  with  force  fufficient 
to  have  taken  or  deftroyed  the  whole  French  fleet ; 
and  attempts  were  made  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
to  make  this  bulinefs  a  charge  againft  the  Firft  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty.  Thus,  howiver,  the  French  defigns 
againft  the  Weft  Indies  were   totally  fruftraced,  as  no 

E roper  afliftance  could  be  fent  to  de  Gfaffe,  to  enable 
im  to  preferve  his  fuperiority  over  the  Bitiih  fleets  in 
thefe  parts  j  by  which  means  he  fuffered  the  total  de-» 
feat  already  mentioned. 

The  war  at  this  time  was  fo  extenfive^  and  tt[e  Minorca 
combination  againft  Great  13iritain  fa  exceedingly  great,  invaded 
that  the  ifland  of  Minorca  was,  of  neccllity  left  to  its  .c;Lyiardrf. 
fate.  Notwithftanding  its  hopelefs  iiate,  however, 
and  the  vait  force  with  which  it  was  attacked,  the 
Duke  de  Crlllon  defcended  below  his  dignity  in  at- 
tempting, by  an  immenfe  fum,  to  bribe  the  brave  Ge- 
neral Murray  to  deliver  up  the  place.  But  his  oiFer 
being  rcje^ed  with  difdain,  the  fiege  immediately  com- 
Jneaced-  Tliegarrifon  was  excellently  provided  with 
falted  proviilons,  but  as  many  of  theu'r  had  lived  eleven 
years  on  the  ifland^  experience  ftiewed,  that  even  the 
life  of  all  the  vegetables  they  could  procure  was  not 
fualcient  to  correft  the  bad  quality  of  the  fait  mea^ 
they  daily  took  along  with  them.  When,  therefore- 
Vol,  Vt  ¥  ( 
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CHAP,  by  the  commencement  of  the  fiege,  towards  the  end 
^^^^ii^  of  Auguft,  every  poflibility  of  pro<:uring  vegetables 
178 1,  ^^'^5  ^"^  ^ff»  ^^^  fcurvy  began  to  commit  the  moft 
dreadful  ravages  among  the  troops ;  and  its  progreis 
ivas  facilitated  by  their  dole  confinement  within  the 
fbrtrefs,  and  the  putrid  air  in  the  cafemates  and  fou ter- 
rains, which  the  violent  cannonade  and  bbmbardment 
foon  rendered  the  only  places  of  fafeiy* 

The  combined  army  of  France  and  Spain,  on  this  oc« 
caHon,  amounted  to  i6,ooo  regular  troops ;  their  ar- 
tillery, to  109  heavy  cannon,  and  36  large  mortars. 
The  garrifon  amounted  only  to  2692  men ;  of  which 
A016  were  regulars,  the  remainder  marines,  with  ^ 
few  Greeks  and  Corlicans.  The  fortrefs  was  in  feme 
refpefts  exceedingly  ftrong;  the  ditch,'  and  all  the 
fubterraneous  defences  cut  out  of  the  folid  rock ;  the 
great  arches  covering  the  cafements  were  all  bomb- 
proof, and  the  defences  undermined ;  but  the  upper- 
works  were  in  a  much  worfe  condition,  and  befides  fo 
numerous  and  extenlive  that  double  the  number  of  the 
garrifon  would  have  been  neceflfary  to  defend  them  in 
an  effedlual  manner. 

From  the  knowledge  which  he  had  of  the  weaknefi 
6S  the  garrifon,  it  probably  was,  that  the  Duke  de 
Crillon  negligently  expofed  himfelf  to  a  furprifc  ia  his 
head  quarters  at  Cape  Mola,  from  whence  he  was 
driven  by  a  fuccefsful  fally  of  the  garrifon,  who,  for 
thcprefent  eftabliihed  themfelvesin  hispoft,  and  could 
not  be  diflodged  even  by  his  whole  array,  till  they 
'  thought  proper  to  retire  of  their  own  accord  at  night, 
carrying  along  with  them  about  100  prifoners,  among 
M^homwere  a  lieutenant-colonel,  three  captaltis,  and 
three  or  four  fubaltcrn  officers.  This  difafter  was  foon 
followed  by  another.  The  enemy  having  opened  their 
bomb-batteries,  a  (hell  from  the  Caftle  happened  to  fall 
on  their  powder  magazine,  and  fet  fire  to  it.  The  ex- 
plofion  entirely  demoliihed  one  of  tfi?^batteries,  blew 
up  a  great  number  of  men,  and  by  the  burfting  of  a 
quantity  of  loaded  ibells,  produced  a  {till  greater  de* 
ftruAion.  A  ihip,  loaded  with  ammunition  ctnd  ftored 
for  the  enemy's  batteries,  was  alfo  funk  by  the  artillery 
of  the  Caftle ;  and  thefe  fmall  fucceffes,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  beginning  of  November,  contributed 
greatly  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  the  garrifon,  and  difpirit 
the  enemy,  who  now  kept  at  fuch  a  wary  diftance^ 
that  they  became  a  fubjeA  of  derifion  to  the  Britifll 
foldiers. 
In  a  Ihort  time  however,  it  became  evident,  that 
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there  was  no*  poffibility  of  holding  out  much  longer.  CH  a?. 
The  prodigious  fire,  of  the  artillery  jruined  the  upper-  ^^^2!i 
works  in  inch  a  manner,  that  a  greater  number  of  ^^"^1^  ' 
cannon  were  difniounted  than  had  almoft  ever  been 
known  in  iimilar  circumftances.  The  garrifon,  indeed, 
difplayed  the  moil  allonilhing  magnanimity  and  per* 
fevcrance.  Numbers  died  on  their  poAs  ;  having  con* 
cealed  their  illnefs  to  the  very  lail,  rSther  than  be  fent 
to  the  hofpitals.  The  artillery  corps  diftinguifhed 
tliemfclves  alfo  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  became  a 
queftion  with  military  men,  Whetlier  Europe  could 
produce  a  fet  of  bombardiers  and  cannoneers  equal  to 
tliofe  who  were  employed  in  the  defence  of  St  Philip  ?— - 
By  the  beginning  of  February,  however,  this  brave 
garrifon  was  fo  much  reduced,  that  only  660  men  werip 
left  fit  for  duty  ;  and  of  thefe,  all  but  100,  were  fo  in- 
feded  with  the  fcurvy ,  that  the  phy ficians  and  furgeons  1 

declared,  chcy  could  hold  out  only  a  very  few  day$ 
longer ;  and  as  a  corroboration  of  their  aflertion,  they 
took  notice  chat  106  had  been  fent  to  the  hofpital  during 
the  three  preceding  days.  They  likewife  declared, 
that  a  few  days  longer  continuance  in  the  defence  muft 
prove  the  ruin  of  them  all;  there  not  being  the  fraalleft 
poflibility  either  of  curing  the  lick,  or  even  of  keeping 
the  greater  number  of  them  much  longer  alive,  but  by 
a  ^eedy  relief  of  wholefome  air,  and  an  abundant 
fnpply  of  frefli  vegetables.  For  thefe  reafons  a  capitu-  St  Pbllipt 
lation  unavoidably  took  place  on  the  5th  of  February  ;  capitulatct 
the  guards  having  the  night  before  amounted  oiily  to  '  ^' 
415  men,  being  170  fewer  than  their  neceflary  compli- 
ment.— The  garrilon  were  allowed  every  honour  and 
privilege,  e>tcepting  that  of  not  being  coniidered  as 
prifoners  of  war,  which  the  Duke  de  Crillon  alTured 
Governor  Murray  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  grant.  The 
CorGcans  and  other  foreigners,  were  fecurcd  in  their 
perfons,  liberties,  and  effects,  with  the  liberty  of  going 
where  they  pleafed.  The  garrifon  exhibited  a  molt 
melancholy  fpedacle,  as  they  paffed  through  the  French 
and  Spaniih  lines  to  lay  down  their  arms.  Six  hundred 
worn-down  and  emaciated  foldiers  were  followed  by 
120  of  the  Royal  artillery,  and  2.00  feamen  ;  and  the 
'proceflion  was  clofed  by  about  20  Corficans,  and  a 
fomewhac  greater  number  of  Greeks,  Moors,  and 
Turks,  On  laying  down  their  arms,  they  exclaimed, 
with  tears  in  their  eyes,  that  ^'  they  furrendered  then^ 
to  God  alone,  and  not  to  the  enemy  ;"  and  many  of 
the  hoftiJe  troops  themfelves^re  faid  to  have  flicd  tc?^rs 
«n  beholding  fuch  a  melapcboly  fpeftacj?. 
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CHAP.  The  joy  of  the  king  of  Spain  on  becoming  mafter  of 
^^^"  J  Minorca  was  extreme,  which  is  the  lefs  to  be  wondered 
^^^"^^^  at,  as  his  former  fucceffes  had  by  no  means  been  bril- 
Finai  at-  Uant,  and  the  plan  of  this  expedition  i?  faid  to  have 
tempt  of  been  entirely  hid  by  himfelf.  The  Duke  de  Criilon 
thc'Spa-  ^^g  immediately  appointed  captain-general  of  the  Spa- 
GlbialUr  nifh  armies ;  and  Don  Jofeph  Moreno,  who  camraanded 
^  the  marine,  wasraifea  to  ahigh  rank  in  the  naval  de- 

partment.— The  conqueror  of  Minorca,  however,  was 
next  appointed  to  the  arduous  taflc  of  conquering   Gi- 
braltar ;  and,  as  almoft  every  poflible  invention  hither- 
to devifed  had. already  been  exhaufted  bejfore  that  im- 
portant fortreis,  new  engines  of  deftruftion  were  now 
J)reparcd  fur  the  occafion. — The  Chevalier  de  Arcon, 
a  French  engineer  of  great  reputation,  ftruck  out  a 
new  plan,  fo  highly  approved  of,  that  the  king  him- 
•felf  is  faid  to  have  taken  a  part  in  its  modification  or 
adjuftment.     This  plan  was  the  conftru(ftion  of  floating 
batteries,  of  fucb  a  nature  that  they  could  neither  be 
funk  nor  fired.     The  former  propei'ty   \tias  to  be  ac- 
quired by  the  extraordinary  thicknels  of  the  timber 
which  fortified  their  keels  and  bottoms ;  the  latter  by 
fecuring   their  fides  with  a  thick  wall  of  timber  and 
cork  a  long  time  foaked  in  water,  including  a  large 
body  of  wet  fand  between   them ;  and  the  whole  of 
fnch   thicknefs  that  no  cannon-ball  could   penetrate 
within  two  feet  of  the  inner  partition.     A  conftant 
fupply  of  water  was  to  keep  the  parts  expofed  to  dan- 
ger wet ;  and  the  cork,  it  was  fuppofed,  would  aft  the 
part  of  a  fpongc  in  retaining  the  moilKire.     To  pre- 
vent the  effects  of  red-hot  fliot,  the  enemy  moll  to  be 
dreaded  in  the  prefent  cafe,  a  great  variety  of  pipes 
and  canals  perforated  all  parts  of  the  wood,  conveying 
water  like  the  fluids  through  the  folid  parts  of  an  animal 
body  ;  fo  that,  it  was  hoped,  the  Ihot  fo  much  dreaded 
would  extinguiih  themfelves  in  the  very  a^  of  pene- 
trating the  battery.      To  defend  them  from  bombs, 
and  the  men  at  the  batteries  from  ihot  of  all  kinds,  a 
hanging  roof  was  contrived  to  be  worked  up  and  down 
at  eafe  by   fprings.     This  was  compofed  of  a  fh"ong 
netting  of  rope-work,  over  which  was  a  thick  covering 
of  wet  hides;    its  (loping  pofition,    it  was  thought^ 
would  prevent  the  fliells  from  lodging,  and  throw  them 
pff  into  the  fea  before  they  could  take  any  efFeft.     The 
batteries  were  covered  with  new  brafs  cannon  very  ; 
heavy,  and  about  half  the  number  of  fpare  guns  were  ' 
kept  in  readine'fs  in  each  ftiip,  to  fupply   the  place  of 
jhofe  which  might  be  over  heated ;  and  to  render  the 
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fire  of  thefe  the  more  rapid  and  inftantancous,  a  kind  of  C  H  A  P. 
match  was  contrived  to  be  placed  on  the  lights  of  the  ^^^^"' 
guns,  which  operafmg  with  the  velocity  of  lightning,  ^^^J^g^ 
difcharged'them  all  in  a  moment,  as  if  it  had  been  but 
a  {ingle  (hot.     Ten  large  fhips  from  600  to  1400  tons 
burden;  were  cut  down  to  the  ftate  required  by  the 
plan  ;  and  no  fewer  than  200,000  cubic  feet  of  timber 
are  faid  10  have  been  worked  into  them,  in  order  to 
complete  rheir  conftntiftion. 

Belides  thefe  terrible  machines,  it  is  faid  that  1200 
pieceb  ot  ordnance  had  been  accumulated  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  various  attacks  by  fca  and  land  ;  forty  gun- 
boats with  heavy  artillery,  as  many  bomb-vefiels  with 
12  inch  mortars,  befides  a  large  floating  battery,  and 
five  Domb-ketches  on  the  common  conftruftion.  Al- 
moft  all  the  frigates  and  fmaller  armed  veffels  in  the 
kingdom  were  collefted  to  adminifter  fuch  fcrvices  as 
they  were  capable  of,  and  300  large  boats  were  ap- 
pointed to  ferve  during  the  aftion,  and  to  land  troops 
in  the  plac«,  after  the  fortifications  fliould  be  ruined. 
The  quantity  of  gun-powder  ufed  on.  this  occafion  is 
faid  to  have  amounted  to  83,000  barrels,  and  the  ihells, 
fliot,  &c.  were  in  proportion.  The  combined  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain,  amounting  to  about  50  fail  of  the 
line,  were  to  cover  and  fupport  the  attack,  and  12,000  « 
French  troops  were  joined  to  thofe  of  Spain  already 
before  the  place. 

As  the  length  of  the  fiege,  and  the  incredible  efforts 
that  had  formerly  been  ineffedually  made  to  become 
mailers  of  this  place,  had  drawn  the  attention  of  all 
Europe,  volunteers  flocked  to  the  Spanifh  camp  from 
almoft  every  nation  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe.  The 
Duk^  de  Crillon  was  affifted  by  ^  number  of  the  beft 
officers  of  both  France  and  Spain,  and  particularly  by 
the  beft  engineers  and  artillery  men  of  his  own  coun* 
try  ;  and  the  celebrity  of  the  fcene  was  increafedby  the 
prefence  of  the  Duke  de  Artois  and  Duke  de  Bourdon, 
two  princes  of  the  blood  of  France. 

The  arrival  of  thefe  two  princes  afforded  room  for  a 
fcene  of  politenefs,  as  a  prelude  to  the  dreadful  one 
which  was  to  come.  Some  packets,  containing  a  num« 
ber  of  letters  for  the  officers  in  the  garrifon,  happening 
to  be  intercepted,  the  Duke  de  Artois  procured  them 
from  Crillon,  and  fent  them  to  General  Elliot,  along 
with  a  prefent  of  vegetables  and  fruit,  for  his  own 
ufe,  with  ice  and  partridges  for  the  gentlemen  of  his 
hottfehold. — The  General  received  them  with  the 
^reateft  politenefs;  but  informed  the  duke^  that  he 
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xxviir  ^^  invariably  determined,  from  the  commencement  of 
•  the  prefent  war,  to  accept  of  no  provifion  for  his  own 

^*^^j^  ufe  diftinift  from  that  of  the  garrifon  he  commanded ; 
and  therefore,  that  pvery  thing  was  publicly  fold  in  the 
market,  fo  that  the  meaneft  {bidier,  if  he  had  money, 
might  partake  as  well  as  his  governor ;  for  which  rea- 
fon  he  requeued  the  duke  not  to  heap  more  favours  of 
the  fame  kind  on  him,  as  he  could  not  in  iiiture  apply 
them  to  his  own  ufe.  The  letters  on  both  fides  may  bjj 
confidered  as  models  of  military  politenels*. 

*  LETTERS  hetiijeen  the  DuK£  de  Crillon  and 
General  Elliot. 

Camp  of  Buenannftas  Aug.  19,  1 782. 
Sir  9 
Hi9  Royal  Highnefs  Comte  d'Artois,  who  has  received 
permiffioa  from  the  King  his  brother  to  ailift  at  this  iiege,  as 
a  volunteer  in  the  combined  army,  of  which  their  moft 
Chridian  and  Catholic  Majefties  have  honoured  me  with  the 
command,  arrived  in  this  camp  the  15th  inftant.  Thi^ 
young  prince  has  been  pleafed,  in  paffing  through  Madrid, 
to  take  charge  of  fome  letters  which  had  been  lent  to  that 
capital  from  this,  and  which  are  addreffed  to  perfons  be- 
longing to  your  garrifon.  His  Royal  Highnefs  has  defired 
that  I  would  tranfmit  them  to  you,  and  that  to  this  mark  of 
his  goodnefs  and  attention  I  ihould  add  the  ftrongeft  ex- 
.prefSoos  of  efteem  for  your  perfon  and  charader.  I  feel  the 
greater  plcafure  in  giving  this  mark  of  condefcenfion  in  this 
aaguft  prince,  as  it  furniflses  me  with  a  pretext  which  I  have 
been  anxioufly  looking  for  thefe  two  months  that  I  have 
been  in  this  camp,  to  aiTure  you  of  the  high  efteem  I  have 
conceived  for  your  Excellency,  of  the  immenfe  defire  I  feel 
of  deferving  yours,  and  of  the  pleafure  to  which  I  look 
forward  of  becoming  your  friend,  after  I  (hall  have  learnt 
to  render  myfelf  worthy  of  the  honour  of  facing  yon  as  an 
enemy.  His  Highnefs  the  Duke  de  Bourbon,  who  arrived 
here  twenty-four  hours  after  Comte  d'Artois,  defires  alfo 
that  I  ihould  aiTure  you  of  his  particular  efleem.  Permit 
me,  Dear  General,  to  offer  you  a  few  little  trifles  for  your 
table,  of  which  I  am  fure  you  muil  (land  in  need.  As  I 
know  you  live  entirely  on  vegetables,  1  ihould  be  glad  to 
know  what  kind  you  like  bell.  I  fhall  add  a  few  partridges 
for  the  gentlemen  of  your  houfehold,  and  fome  ice,  which 
I  prefume  will  not  be  difagreeable,  in  the  excefOve  heat  of 
this  climate,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year.  I  hope  you  will  be 
obliging  enough  to  accept  the  fmail  portion  which  I  fend 
with  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  &c. 

llii  Excellency  Gen.  Ellkt^  ^r-    ' 
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The  immenfe  preparations  for  the  reduftion  of  Gi-  C  H  a  p. 
braltar  were  completed  by  the  middle  of  Auguft  1782,  ^^J^^J^^ 
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Gibraltar,  Aug*  20. 
Sir, 

I  find  myfelf  highly  honoured  by  your  obliging  letter  of 
yefterday,  in  which  yoar  Excellency  was  fo  kind  as  to  in- 
form  me  of  the  arrival  in  your  camp  of  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Comte  d*Artois,  and  the  Duke  de  Bourbon,  to  ferve  as 
Tolnntccrs  at  the  fiege.  Thefe  princes  have  (hewn  their 
judgment  in  making  choice  of  a  mailer  in  the  art  of  war, 
wbofe  abilities  cannot  fail  to  form  great  warriors.  Iain 
really  overwhelmed  with  the  condeicenlion  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  in  fuifering  fome  letters  forperfons  in  this  town  tp 
be  conveyed  from  Madrid  in  his  carriages.  1  flatteriiyfclf 
that  yoar  Excellency  will  give  my  mod  profound  reipeds  to 
his  Royal  Highnefs  and  to  the  Duke  de  Bourbon,  for  the 
expreiEons  of  efteem  with  which  they  have  been  pleafed  to 
honour  fo  infigniiicant  a  perfon  as  I  am. 

I  return  a  thoufand  thanks  to  your  Excellency  for  your 
handfome  prefents  of  fruit,  vegetables,  and  game.  You 
will  excufe  me,  however,  I  trufl,  when  I  aJure  you,  that 
in  accepting  your  prefent,  I  have  broken  through  a  refolutioa 
which  I  had  faithfully  kept  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war* 
asd  that  was,  never  to  receive,  or  procure  by  any  means  what- 
ever>  any  provifions  or  other  commodity  for  my  own  private 
afe;  fo  that,  without  any  preferei^ce,  every  thing  is  fold 
pablicly  here ;  and  the  private  foldier,  if  he  has  money, 
can  become  a  purchafer,  as  foon  as  the  governor.  I  confefs, 
I  make  it  a  point  of  honour  to  partake  both  of  plenty  and 
icarcity,  in  common  with  the  lowed  of  my  brave  fellow- 
foldiers.  This  furniflies  me  with  an  excufe  for  the  liberty 
I  now  take»  of  iatreating  your  Excellency  not  to  heap  any 
nore  favtxirs  on  me  of  this  kind,  as  in  future  i  cannot  coo* 
vert  your  prefents  to  my  own  private  ufe.  Indeed  to  be 
plain  with  your  Excellency,  though  vegetables  at  this  feafoa 
are  fcarce  with  us,  every  one  of  us  has  got  a  quantity  pro- 
portioned to  the  labour  he  has  beftowed  in  raifmg  them. 
The  Englifli  are  naturally  fond  of  gardening  and  cultiva- 
tion; and  here  we  find  our  amufement  in  it,  during  the 
i&tervals  of  reft  from  public  duty. 

The  promife  which  the  Duke  de  Crillon  makes  to  honour 
floe  in  proper  time  and  place,  with  his  friendfhip,  lays  me 
Bnder  infinite  obligations.  The  interefts  of  our  fovereigns 
being  once  foUdly  fettled,  I  (hail  with  eagernefs  embrace 
the  firft  opportunity  to  avail  myfelf  of  fo  precious  a 
treafure* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Hi4  ExcilUncy  the  Duh  dt 
Crillon,  ^c. 
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CHAP,  when  the  French  Princes  arrived  in  the  camp ;  and  on 
XXVIII.  a  review  and  trial  of  the  floating  batterie*;,  tbcy   are 
^*^r^^  faid  to  have  given  the  utmoft  facistadioD)  and  aitonUiic  il 
even  the  molt  intelligent  officers  prefeni,  a^  they  w  ere 
made  to  go  through  all  their  various  evoluiions  wich 
the  eafe  and   dexterity  of  frig-ates.     The  carhufinfm 
which  now  poffefTed  the  whole  army  was  extravagant  ; 
twenty-four  hours  was  thought  long  enough  to  make 
the  combined  army  maflers  of  Gibraltar ;  and  the  Duke 
de  Crillon  was  reckoned  exceeding  cautious  when  he 
faid  that  a  fortnight  would  be  requifite  for  the  purpofe. 
In  the  mean  time.  General  Elliot  obferving  that  the 
works  of  the  enemy  were  nearly  completed  on  the 
land  fide,  and  fome  of  them  pretty  far  advanced   to- 
wards the  fortrefs,  determined  to  try  what  could  be 
done  by  a  vigorous  cannonade  and  bombardment,  not- 
withlbnding  the  diibnce,   towards  their  dcrtruftion, 
WoriM  of  On  the  8th  of  September,  therefore  a  very  i^ot  can- 
**lard5^    nonade  and  bombardment,    with  red-hot  balls,    was 
ftroyed,    Commenced  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  con« 
Sept.  S.     tinned  during   the   whole  day.     In  three   hours   the 
Mahon  battery,  with  another  adjoining  to  it,  were  on 
fire,  and  by  five  in  the  evening  Were  entirely  con  fumed, 
'     together  with  the  gmi-carriages,  platforms,  and  ma- 
gazinea,    although  the    latter  were  bomb-proof.      A 
great    part    of   the  communications    to  the  eaftern 
parallel,  and  of  the  trenches  and  parapet  for  mufque- 
try,  were  likewife  dcftroyed ;  and  a  large  battery  near 
the^ay  was  fo  much  damaged,  that  the  enemy  were 
obliged  to  take  down  one  h^lf  of  it.     On  this  occalion 
they  acknowledged,  that  their  works  were  on  fire  in 
fifty  places  at  once ;  and  their  lofs  of  men,  though  con- 
cesded  in  their  public  accounts,  muft  undoubtedly  have 
been  very  great. 

In  revenge,  as  it  would  feem,  for  this  affront,  a  new 
battery  of  64  heavy  cannon  was  oper^ed  by  break  of 
^  day,  which,  with  the  cannon  in  their  lines,  and  above 
60  mortars,  continued  to  pour  their  Ihot  and  Ihells^ 
without  intermiflion,  on  the  garrifon,  throughout  the 
whole  day.  At  the  fame  time,  a  fquadron  of  feven 
French  and  two  Spanifh  Ihips  of  war,  with  fome  frigates 
and  fmaller  veffels,  cannonaded  another  part  of  the 
works ;  after  which,  continuing  their  courfe  to  Europa 
Point,  they  began  a  very  heavy  fire  on  that  part. 
Here,  however,  they  were  fo  well  received  by  Cap- 
tain Curtis,  who  with  a  body  of  marines  defended  the 
place,  that  they  were  obliged  to  keep  at  a  greater  di^ 
unce,  and  two  of  their  Ihips  were  even  obliged  to  fait 
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to  AJgefiras  to  repair  their  damages.     The  attacks  on  c  hap. 
thij  point  were  frequently  repeated,  but    with  equally  ^^^^^J- 
bad  lucc^fs ;  and  though  the  enemy  now  fired  at  the  '^"TTsaT^ 
race  of  6500  Iboc  and   1080  ihclls  every   twenty-four 
hours,  no  coniiderable  impreflion  could  be  made  upon 
aay  part  of  the  works. 

At  length,  che  fatal  day  arrived.  On  the  13th  of  dreadful 
Sepceinber,  about  feven  in  the  morning,  the  ten  bat-*"*^^°" 
tcring  fhips  which  had  hitherto  lain  at  the  head  of  the  scpt,  13, ' 
Bay  of  Gibraltar,  began  to  move.  They  were  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Don  B.  Moreno,  and  carried  J54 
pieces  of  very  heavy  cannon  on  their  batteries,  befides 
about  half  that  number  to  be  exchanged  in  cafe  of 
accidents.  The  combined  fleets  were  alTembled  to  the 
number  of  48  or  49  fail  of  the  line,  beddes  two  or 
three  fifties.  Thirty -fix  artillery  men  and  volunteers 
from  the  two  armies  were  allotted  to  the  fervicc  <rf  each 
gun  on  board  the  floating  batteries ;  fo  that  the  whole 
number  on  board  was  eilimated  at  between  fix  ajoul 
feven  thoufand  men.  The  gtvn  and  mortar  boau, 
with  the  floating  battery  and  bomb-ketches,  were  to 
tarry  on  the  attacks  in  every  polTible  dire^ion,  vvhild 
the  fire  of  the  battering  Ihips  was  direded  againfl  the 
higheil  fortifications.  By  this  means,  and  the  fire  of 
near  300  cannon,  mortars,  and  howitzers,  from  the 
Illhmus,  it  was  intended  that  every  part  of  the  works 
being  attacked  at  the  fame  inflant,  the  garrifon  ihould 
be  thrown  into  fuch  conilernation  as  to  be  incapable  of 
any  effectual  retiilance. 

Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
battering  ihips  came  to  an  anchor  in  a  ftraight  line,  at 
inoderate  diitances  from  one  another,  and  about  900 
yards  diilance  from  the  iliore.  The  admiral's  fliip  was 
ibtioned  oppoiite  to  the  king's  baiUon,  and  the  others 
took  their  places  fucceflively,  and  with  great  regularity, 
to  the  right  and  left  of  the  admiral,  the  furroundinj; 
hills  being  covered  with  fuch  multitudes,  as  if  all  Spaia 
had  affembled  to  be  witnelTes  of  this  extraordinary  com^ 
bat.  The  fcene  which  was  now  exhibited  exceeds  de* 
fcription.  The  air  was  filled  with  ihowcrs  of  red-hoc 
balls,  bcmbs,  and  carcafes,  thrown,  from  the  fortifii 
cations  to  every  point  of  attack  in  fuch  numbers,  that 
the  commanders  of  the  allied  army  were  aitoniihedhow 
K  was  poifible  that  General  Elliot  ihould  have  been 
able  to  conftrud  or  manage  fuch  a  number  of  furnaces 
as  were  neceflary  to  heat  the  vaft  quantities  of  ihot 
thrown  out  at  that  time.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
the  battering  ftjips,  which  were  the  principal  objeds  of 

Vol.  VI.  G  g 


tti6  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  vengeance,  received,  according  to  their  own  account, 
x\viu  j^Qj  fewer  than  4000  red-ht»c  balls;  the  m  or  tar-bat  teriea 
1782?  were  equally  well  ierved ;  and  the  whole  peninfula 
feemed  lo  be  overwhelmed  with  the  torrents  oi  fire 
ini  ellantly  poured  upon  it.  The  battering  ihip«.  w  ith- 
ftood  thib  prodigious  fire  to  an  aftoniihing  degree,  and 
for  Ibme  time  appeared  to  have  been  as  invulnerable  In 
reality  as  the  imagination  of  their  constructor  had 
reprefenred  them.  About  two  m  the  afternoon,  how- 
ever, fome  fmoke  was  perceived  to  iffue  from  the  tapper 
part  of  the  admiral's  ihip,  and  foon  after  the  men  were 
obferved  ufing  fire-engines,  and  pouring  water  into 
the  fhot-holes.  Some  time  after,  the  fliip  next  in  lize, 
commanded  by  the  Prince  of  Naflau,  was  obferved  to 
be  in  the  fame  fituation ;  and  the  fire,  though  kept 
under  during  the  dayrtime,  could  never  be  extinguifli* 
cd ;  fo  that,  by  the  evening,  the  fire  from  the 
fortrefs  had  gained  a  decided  fuperiority.  By  one  in 
the  morning,  the  two  firft  fhips  were  in  flames,  and 
feveral  others  evidently  on  fire  ;  the  utmoft  confulioa 
every  where  prevailed,  and  a  number  of  rockets  wer« 
thrown  up  as  fignals  of  diftrefs.  Thefe  were  inilantly 
anfwered  by  the  fleet ;  and  a  great  number  of  boats 
yf  cre  fent  to  bring  off  the  men  as  quickly  as  poffible } 
for,  as  to  the  fhips  themfelves,  they  were  now  aban- 
doned to  their  fate,  Indeed,  even  this  was  now  become 
a  moft  arduous  talk,  as  well  on  account  of  the  dreadful 
and  incefTant  fire  from  the  garrifon,  as  from  the  guns 
of  the  burning  fhips  themfelves. 

This  ftate  of  things  prefented  an  opportunity  for  the 
cxerciTe  of  the  daring  genius  of  Captain  Curtis,  in 
ufing  the  exertions  of  his  gun-boats  to  complete  the 
general  confufion  and  deftruclion.  Thefe  were  twelve 
in  nunjber,  and  each  carrying  an  eighteen  or  twenty- 
f6ur  pounder,  their  low  fire  and  fixed  aim  were  not  a 
•  little  formidable.  They  were  fpeedily  manned  by  the 
marine  brigade,  who  were  equally  eager  to  fecond  the 
defigns  of  their  adventurous  commander,  whether  by 
land  or  by  fea.  He  drew  thefe  up  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  flank  the  line  of  battering  fhips,  which  were  now 
equally  overwhelmed  by  the  inceffant  direft  fire  from 
the  garrifon,  and  by  that  jufl  at  hand,  raking  the 
v^hole  extent  of  their  line  from  the  gun-boats.  The 
fcene  was  wrought  up  by  this  fierce  and  nnexpe<^ted 
attack  to  the  higheft  point  of  calamity.  The  Spanifh 
l>oats  dared  no  longer  to  approach,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  the  hard  necefTity  of  abandoning  their  fhips 
and  friends  to  the  flames,  or  to  the  mercy  and  humanity  ^ 
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•f  a  heated  and  irritated  enemy.    Several  of  their  C  H  A  P» 
boats  and  launches  had  been  funk  before  they  fubmitted  P^j^Xi^J 
to  this  necdfity,  and  one  in  particular  with  fourfcore     jyga. 
men  on  board,  who  were   all  drowned  excepting  an 
officer   and  twelve  men,  who,  having  the  fortune  to 
float  on  the  wreck  under  the  walls,  were  taken  up  by 
the  garrifoH. 

It  feemed  that  nothing  could  have  exceeded  the 
horrors  of  the  night  j  Imt  the  opening  of  day-light  dif- 
dofed  a  fpedlacle  itill  more  dreadful.  Numbers  of  men 
were  feen  in  the  midft  of  the  flames,  crying  for  pity  and 
help ;  others  floating  upon  pieces  of  timber,  expofed 
to  an  equal  though  lefs  dreadful  danger  from  the  op- 
poilte  element. 

The  generous  humanity  of  the  viftors  now,  at  leaft, 
equalled  their  .extraordinary  preceding  achievements 
of  valour,  and  was  to  chem  far  more  glorious.  Every 
eflpOTt  was  now  made  lo  fave  their  vanquilhed  enemies 
from  perifhing.  Nor  were  thefe  exertions  by  any 
means  attended  with  lefi.  danger,  nor  with  circum- 
fiances  lefs  terrible  in  the  appearance,  than  thofe  of 
aftive  hoftility.  The  boats  were  equally  expofed  to 
the  peril  arifmg  from  the  blowing  up  of  the  ihips,  as 
the  fire  reached  their  magazines,  and  to  the  continual ' 
difcharge,  on  all  iides,  ot  the  artillery,  as  the  guns 
became  to  a  certain  degree  heated.  It  was  indeed  a  no* 
ble  cnterprife ;  and  a  more  ftriking  inflance  of  the  ar* 
door  and  boldnefs  with  which  it  was  fupported  needs 
not  be  given  than  that  of  an  officer  and  29  private  men^ 
all  feverely,  and  fome  molt  dreadfully  wounded,  who 
were  dragged  out  from  among  the  flain  in  the  holds  of 
the  burning  ihips,  and  niofl  of  whom  recovered  in  tho 
hofpital  at  Gibraltar. 

In  thefe  extraordinary  efforts  to  fave  an  enemy  from 
defirudlion,    though  the   mofl    aitonifhing   intrepidity 
was  (hewn  by  all  the  officers  and  men,  yet  their  gallant 
commander  was  peculiarly   diltinguilhed^  and   his  life 
was  repeatedly  in  the  mod  imminent  danger.     Captain  Humamtf 
Curtis  himfeif,  with  his  pinnace,  came  up  clofe  to  one  of  ^'aptain 
of  the  largert  burning  veffels,  which  at  that  moment    "^**' 
blew  up,  and  his  efcape  was  almoin  miraculous.     The 
cockAvain  and  fome  of  the  crew,  however,  were  killed, 
others  wounded,  and  a   large  piece  of  timber  went 
through  the  bottom  of  the  pinnace,  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  Ihe  was  only  preferved  froiu  finking  by  the  feamen 
ftuffijg  the  hole  with  their  jackets,,  and  thus  keeping 
her  above  water  until  other  boats  arrived  to  her  aifiil- 
aace.    Another  gun*boat  was  funk  at  the  liame  initant^ 
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CH  A  P,and  a  third  with  difficulty  faved.  Admiral.  Moreno 
?^^'"j  left  his  flag  flying  when  he  left  his  ihip,  in  which  ftatc 
^^^^  it  continued  till  the  veffel  was  either  funk  or  blown  up. 
Eight  others  blew  up  in  the  courfc  of  the  day  with 
dreadful  explolions,  and  the  tenth  was  burned  by  the 
Englilh,  when  they  foAnd  Ihe  could  not  be  brought  oiF. 
Th^lofs  fuftained  by  the  Spaniards  in  this  dreadful  ad- 
venture cannot  be  afcertained  ;  though  it  is  generally 
fuppofed  that  no  lefe  than  1500  periihed  in  the  attack 
by  fea,  including  the  prilbners  and  wounded  ;  abonc 
400  were  faved  by  the  exertions  of  the  Britifh  failors. 
The  carnage,  how  ever,  was  terrible.  A  letter  from  a 
French  officer, giving  an  account  of  what  had  happened 
on  the  8ch  of  September,  will  furnifh  us  with  fame  idea 
of  the  great  flaughter  of  the  13th.  "  The  eye,"  fays 
he,  "  is  fatigued,  and  the  heart  rent,  .with  the  fighs 
and  groans  of  the  dying  and  wounded,  whom  the  Ibl- 
diers  are  this  moment  carrying  away  ;  the  number 
makes  a  man  fhudder ;  and  1  am  told,  that,  in  ocber 
parts  of  the  lines,  at  a  dillance  from  my  port,  the  num- 
bers are  fHli  greater.  Fortunately  for  my  feelings,  I 
have  not  at  this  inftant  lei  lure  to  reflect  much  on  the 
ftate  and  condition  of  mankind." 

The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  garrifon  was  lefs  than 
could  have  been  conceived,  and  was  nearly  confined  to 
the  artillery  corps,  and  to  the  marine  brigade.  From 
the  9th  of  Auguft  to  the  17th  of  Oiflober,  the  whole 
number  of  non-commiffioned  officers  and  private  men 
flain,  amounted  to  65  only  ;  the  wounded  to  388.  Nor 
was  the  damage  done  to  the  works  fo  coniiderable  as  to 
afiFord  any  room  for  future  apprehenfion. 

Such  was  the  fignal  and  complete  defenfive  victory, 
obtained  by  a  comparatively  handful  of  brave  men, 
over  the  combined  efforts  and  united  powers,  by  fea  and 
by  land,  of  two  great,  warlike,  and  potent  nations, 
who  fpared  no  expence,  labour,  or  exertion  of  art,  for 
the  attainment  of  a  favourite  objecl,  exceeded  all  for- 
mer example,  as  well  in  the  magnitude,  as  in  the  for- 
midable nature  of  their  preparation. — A  vidiory  which 
has  fhed  a  fignal  blaze  of  glory  over  the  whole  garrifon, 
but  which  cannot  fail  particularly  to  immortalize  the 
name  of  General  Elliot,  and  to  haiid  down  to  pot 
terity  with  diftinguiihed  honour  thofe  of  the  other 
pi'incipal  officers. 

This  complete  viftory  decided  the  fate  of  Gibraltar ; 
no  further  attemps  were  made  to  reduce  the  place  by 
force ;  the  only  forlorn  hope  of  the  enemy  remaining 
ia  its  rtduftion  by  famine.     Before  we  give  an  account 
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ofdtetr  final  difappo'intment  here,  however,  it  will  beC  H  A  p. 
neceflary  to  fay  iomething  of  the  manner  in  which  the  ^-^*""' 
war  was  conducted  in  the  European  feas,  from  the  ^'^^^ 
time  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker's  engagement  with  Admiral 
Zoutman.  Though  at  that  time  the  vi^ory  indifpu- 
tably  belonged  to  the  Britiih  the  obltinate  valour  dif- 
played  by  the  Dutchmen  fhewed  them  to  be  an  ehemy 
by  no  means  contemptible  ;  and  that  a  jundion  of  their 
force  with  the  conlbined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain 
would  probably  render  them  an  overmatch  for  that  of 
Britain.  In  the  beginning  of  the' year  1782,  there- 
fore, great  boaf^s  were  made  of  the  exploits  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  united  naval  force  of  thefe  three  mighty 
powers;  and  it  was  faid  that  they  would  fweep  the 
coafts  of  Europe  from  the  llraits  of  Gibraltar  to  the 
extremities  of  Norway.  The  jundion  of  the  Hol- 
landers with  the  reft,  however,  was  prevented  by  a 
Britiih  fleet,  which  confined  them  in  their  own  ports, 
though  at  the  fame  time  the  force  requilite  for  this 
>nrpofe  very  confiderably  dimiaiihed  that  which  was 
eft  to  cope  with  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain. 
Though  the  plan  of  operations,  therefore,  was  at  this 
time  neceffarily  defenlive,  the  fpirit  of  enterprize  was 
by  no  means  extinguilhed,  on  every  occafion  where  an 
advantage  could  poilibly  be  taken. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  Admiral  Harrington  fet  fail  April  ij., 
from  Portfmoutli  to  the  Bay,  with  12  ihips  of  the  Tme,  ^^"\>ral 
on  a  cruize,  which,  though  ihort,  was  very  fuccefsful.  to*[""^^ 
On  the  20th  he  fell  in  with  a  fleet  coniiilingof  18  fail,  la- 13  French 
den  with  ftores,  provifions,  ammunition,  and  conveying  tranfport* 
confiderable  number  of  troops,  for  the  fupply  and  re-  ?*rm*  tbe 
inforcement  of  the  French  fleet  and  forces  in  the  Eaft  Foudroy- 
Indies ;  being  particularly  deligned  to  fupply  the  lofs  ant  of  74 
of  that  convoy  which  had  been  taken  by  Admiral  Kem- ^^j^j^JJ* 
penfeldt  in  the  preceding  winter.     They   had  failed  the  Pcgafe 
from  Breft  only  the  day  before,  and  were  under  the  uf  74  gun* 
protection  of  the  Protedeur  and  Pegafe,  of  74  guns 
each,  L'Aflionaire,    of  64  guns,  but  armed   en  Jiute^ 
and  a  frigate.     A  general  chafe  having  been  ordered, 
the  Foudroyant,   Captain  Jarvis,  came  up   with  the 
Pegafe  of  74  guns,  and  took  her,  after  a  very  obilinate 
engagement,  in  which  he  himfelf  was  wounded  ;  and 
in  which  he  ihewed  fo  much  profeHional  flcill  and  gal- 
lantry, that  the  order  of  the  Bath   was  immediately 
conferred  on  him.     Next  day  the  Aclionaire  was  taken 
by  Captain  Mnitland  of  the  Queen.     About  a  dozen 
ihips  of  the  convoy,  with  troops  on  board,  were  alfo 
captured,  and  brought  fafe  to  England. 
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CHAP.     On  Admiral  Barrington*s  being  forced  back  by  bad 
xxvill.  vveather,    Admiral  Kempcnfeldt,  with  eight  or  nine 


"7^^j7    ^^?^  °f  war,  was  fent  out  to  take  his  place ;  but,  in 
May  3.     the  mean  time,  advice  being  received  that  the  Dutch 
were  preparing  with  their  whole  force  to  leave  the 
Texel,  in  order  to  accompliih  the  grand  fcheme  of 
LordHowe  joining  the  combined  fleets,  Lord  Howe,  who  under  a 
Mt^to^ihc  jjg^y  adminiftration  (of  which  afterwards)  had  again 
Holland,    entered  into  the  fervice,  was  obliged,  in  about  a  week 
after  Kempenfeldt's  departure,  to  proceed  with  12  faU 
of  the  line  from  Portfmouth  to  the  coafts  of  Holland,  in 
order  to  confine  their  fleet  at  home.     Before  this  time, 
however,  they  had  failed ;  but  the  approach   of  the 
Engliih  fleet  obliged  them  to  return  to  the  Texel,  from 
whence,    after    being    watched    about  a  month,  the 
Engliih  admiral,  finding  his  fquadron  very  fickly,  and 
affeded  with  an  epidemical  diftemper,  returned  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  was  foon  after  joined  by  the  ihips  under 
Admiral  Kempenfeldt ;  and  every  method  was   taken 
to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  whofe  combined 
fleet  was  every  moment  expected  in  the  Channel.    But 
before  this  could  be  put  in  execution,  M.  de  Guichen 
having  failed  from  Cadiz,  in  company  with  Don  Cor- 
Partofthedova,  With  about  25  fail  of  the  line,  fell  in   with  the 
^J^^  outward-bound  Newfoundland  and  Quebec  fleets,  under 
Quebec     Ae  convoy  of  Admiral  Campbell,  with  a  50  gun  fliip,  and 
flectsuk.  fome  frigates.     Eighteen  of  the  convoy,  laden  moflly, 
«i  by  the  if  uQt  entirely,  with  provifions,  were  taken  ;  but  the 
JJIJ^pji.   fhips  of  war,  with  the  remainder^  had  the  good  for- 
niards       tune  to  cfcape. 

June  15.  The  enemy  being  now  mafters  of  the  fei,  great  ap- 
preheniions  were  entertained  on  account  of  the  fafety 
of  a  rich  and  valuable  convoy  from  Jamaica,  under  the 
care  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker,  with  only  three  ihips 
of  the  line  for  its  protedion.  To  enfure  this  valuable 
fleet,  Lord  Howe  failed  from  Portfmouth  early  in  July, 
accompanied  by  the  Admirals  Barrington,  Sir  John 
Lockart  Rofs,  and  Kempenfeldt.  But  as  thefe  com- 
manders had  only  22  fail  of  the  line,  and  the  fleet  of  the 
enemy  was  now  increafed  to  double  that  number,  it  re- 
quired no  fmall  fliare  of  that  profefTional  fkill,  for  which 
Lord  Howe  is  fo  much  diflinguilhed,  to  avoid  an  en- 
gagement, which,  under  fuch  difadvantage,  even  /;e 
Safe  arri-  did  not  chufe  to  rilk.  By  keeping  to  the  weftward, 
val  of  the  jjQ^ygy^,.^  ^j^g  defigns  of  the  enemy  were  totally  fruf- 
fttS?*^  trated  $  Sir  Peter  Parker  arrived  fafe  with  his  convoy 
by  the  end  of  July  ;  and  the  Dutch  fleet  ftill  continued 
unable  to  join  the  French  and  Spaniards. 
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On  the  return  of  the  fleet  to  Portfmouth,  the  great  CHAP. 
objeds  were,  to  proted  the   homeward-bound  Baltic  ^^^lljj 
iieet^  to  prevent  the  Dutch  from  failing  to  the  touch-     i^ga. 
ward,  and  to  relieve  Gibraltar.     Several  of  thofe  fliips 
vhich  were  in  the  beft  condition   for   going  to  fea, 
therefore,    proceeded  to  the  Downs  under  Admiral 
Milbanke,  for  the  purpofe  of  watching  the  motions  of 
the  Dutch,  while  the  refl  of  the  fleet  remained  atPorcf- 
taouth  in  order  to  undergo  the  neceifary  repairs.     In  Lofsofthc 
this  ftatc  of  things,  it   was  found    neceiVary,  that  the  ^J**^ 
Royal  George  of  io8  guns,  commanded  by  Admiral  and  death 
Kempenfeldc,  and  long  held  to  be  the  firft  Ihip  in  the  «»f  Ad. 
Britilh  navy,  ihould  receive  a  fort  of  flight  careen,  *^^P*°" 
which  required  her  to  be  laid  on  her  lide,  in  order  to  Auguftt9, 
examine  her  deteds  under   water.     This  was  under- 
taken on  the  29th  of  Auguft  1782,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing.   A  gang  of  carpenters  from  the  dock  attended  in 
order  to  alTiit  her  own ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  finding  it 
neceflary  to  flrip  off  more  of  her  ftieathing  than  was  at 
firft  expected,  their  eagernefs  to  come  at  the  leak  indu- 
ced them  to  keel  her  more  than  had  been  intended,  or 
poflibly  than  her  commanders  were  made  acquainted 
with.     The  Ihip   was  crowded  with  people  from  the 
fliore,  particularly   women,  who,  at  that   time,  were 
not  reckoned  fewer  than  300 ;  and  between  800  and 
900  of  her  crew,  including  marines,  were  at  that  time 
on  board.     In  this  fituation,  about  ten  in  the  morning, 
the  admiral  being  writing  in  his  cabin,  and   much  the 
greater  part  of  the  people  between  decks,  a  fudden 
fquall  of  wind  threw   the  (hip  on  her  fide;  and  her 
gun-ports  being  open,  flie  almolt  inftantly  filled  with 
water,  and  funk  to  the  bottom.     On  this  melancholy 
occafion,  betwixt  900  and  1000  people  perilhed  with 
the  admiral^  5  a  vidualler,  which  lay  aloog-fide  the 

•  Admiral  Kempenfeldt,  though  near  70  years  of  age, 
was  peculiarly  aad  univerfally  lamented.  He  was  held,  both 
abroad  and  at  home,  to  be,  in  point  of  profefTional  fcience, 
knowledge,  and  judgment,  one  of  the  firft  naval  officers  in 
the  world  ;  particularly  in  the  art  of  manoeuvring  a  fleet,  he 
was  coniidercd  by  our  greateft  commanders  as  unrivalled  ; 
and  his  excellent  qualities  as  a  man,  at  leaft  equalled  his 
profeffional  merits  as  an  officer.  His  father  was  a  Swedifh 
gentleman,  who,  coming  early  into  the  Englifli  fervice, 
generoufly  followed  the  ruined  fortunes  of  his  mafter, 
James  II.  Being  recalled  by  Queen  Anne,  after  the  death  of 
that  unfortunate  Monarch,  and  ierving  with  diflindipn  in  her 
wars,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  ; 
^d  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  lieutenant-governor  of 
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CHAP.  Royal  George,  was  fwallowed  up  by  the  vortex  occa- 
^'    '  lion cd  by  her  going  down;  and    feveral  fmall    craft, 

^g,7^  though  at  fonie  diftance,  were  in  imminent  danger. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Dutch  fleet  having  returned  to 
the  TexeJ,  and' our  Bahic  fleet  being  fo  nearly  arrived 
as  to  be  out  of  danger,  the  fqiiadron  which  had  beea 
difpatchcd  on  tliele  lervices  under  Admiral  Milbanke 
and  Commodore  Hotham,  returned  to  accompany  the 
fleet  deiliued  to  relieve  Gibraltar.    This  fleet,  of  which 

Ld.  Howe  Lord  Hovve  was  commander  in  chief,  now  coniilted  of 

hcvVoiVS^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  Vme^  feveral  frigates,  fire-lhips,  a  large 

rkltar.  fleet  of  tranfports,  victuallers,  and  flore-lhlps,  with  a  body 
of  troops  on  board,  for  the  relief  of  that  garrifon.  He 
waj  accompanied  by  the  Admirals  Milbanke  and  Sir  R. 
Hughes,  Commodore  Hotham,  and  many  other  brave 
and  able  of  lice  is. 

The  Spaniards,  as  we  have  already  hinted,  had 
placed  their  lail  hope  of  becoming  n)afters  of  Gibraltar 
on  the  defeat  of  this  fleet ;  or  at  any  rate,  on  prevent- 
ing the  intended  relief,  and  thereby  reducing  the  un- 
conquered  garrifon  to  the  necelfity  of  a  fuiTender, 
through  the  mere  failure  of  ammunition  and  provitions. 
Before  Lord  Howe  could  arrive  at  the  place  of  his  dcf- 
tination,  however  the  violent  attack  and  difcomfitHre 
already  mentioned  had  taken  place,  and  the  combined 
fleet  had  ftationed  itfelf  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  intended  fuccours.    A  violent  gale 

Oa.  JO.  of  wind,  on  the  loth  of  Ot^ber,  did  much  damage  to 
the  enemy  ;  and  the  St  Michael,  a  fine  Spanilli  iliip  of 
72  guns,  was  driven  afliore,  and  taken  by  the  garrifon  j 
nor  was  the  utmoft  vehemence  of  fire  which  the  whole 
fleet  was  able  to  pour  upon  her  fufficient  either  to  de- 
flroy  her,  or  prevent  the  Englifh  from  getting  her  off. 

oa.  11.  Next  morning,  the  Britifh  fleet  entered  the  llraits 
mouth,  in  a  dole  line  of  battle  a-head  ;  and  about  an 
hour  after  night,  the  van  arrived  off  the  bay  of  Gibral- 
tar, a  mofl  favourable  opportunity  was  afforded  to  the 
flore-fliips  of  reaching  their  deftined  anchorage,  with- 
out any  moleMation  from  the  enemy;  but  through  fomc 
inattention  01  the  captains  to  the  peculiar  circumftances 
of  the  navigation  laid  down  in  their  inftruftions,  only 
four  of  the  oi  fail  which  accompanied  the  fleet  effeded 
their  purpole.     The  reft,  having  miffed  the  bay,  were 

the  ifland  of  Jerfey.  That  gentleman's  private  charaAer 
was  fo  admirable,  as  to  be  depided  and  immortalized  by 
Addilon,  in  liie  Spedators — wiiere  it  has  ever  been  admired 
under  the  well  known  appellation  of  Captain  Sentry, 
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driven  through  the  ftraits  into  the  Mediterranean  du-CHAP* 
ring  the  night,  and  were  no  fmall  encumbrance  to  the  ^^^"*' 
fleet  in  its  lubfequent  operations.  ^^t^T' 

While  Lord  Howe  was  coUefting  his  convoy  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  preparing  to  eliort  them  back  to 
the  rock,  the  enemy  were  under  no  fmali  anxiety  for 
the  fafety  of  the  two  line  of  battle  (hips,  which  had 
been  driven  from  AJgeiiras  out  of  the  ftraiis  on  the 
night  of  the  ftorm.  To  recover  thefe,  and  in  the  hope 
of  intercepting,  or  preventing  the  return  of  the  Itore- 
Ihips,  the  combined  fleets  failed  from  Algefiras  on  ih© 
13th;  their  force  being  now  lefTened^  by  three  dif- 
abled  Ihips  which  they  were  obliged  to  leave  behind^ 
by  the  St  Michael  taken,  and  by  the  abfence  of  two 
others. 

The  Britifh  fleet  was  a-breaft  of  Fungarola,  ^  large 
port  town  lying  between  Malaga  and  Gibraltar,  whea 
advice  was  received  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy ^ 
Upon  this  intelligence,  while  the  fleet  was  doling,  and 
forming  a  line  of  battle,  the  Buffalo  of  60  guns,  was 
detached  with  thofe  ftore-ihips  which  had  yet  been  col- 
lefted,  to  the  Zafarine  iflands,  which  lie  upon  the  coaft 
of  Barbary,  about  fixty  leagues  above  Gibraltar.  The 
Panther,  of  the  fame  force,  being  left  in  the  bay  of 
Gibraltar,  for  the  protedion,  as  they  arrived,  of  the 
.  ftore-fliips,  Lord  Howe's  force  now  only  amounted  to' 
32  fail  of  the  line. 

About  fun-fet,  the  enemy  were  defcried  in  great 
force,  at  about  fix  leagues  diftance,  in  line  of  battle^ 
with  a  ftrong  wind  full  in  their  favour,  and  bearings 
direftly  down  upon  the  Englifh  fleet.  They  amounted 
in  number  to  64  fail,  of  which  49  were  fquare  riggedy 
and  about  42  feemed  to  be  of  the  line,  including  feve« 
ral  very  large  three-deckers.  About  nine  o'clock,  ad- 
vice was  received  from  the  advanced  frigates  that  thcf 
enemy  had  hauled  their  wind  and  bore  up;  and,  at  two 
ia  the  morning,  that  they  had  tacked.  By  day-light^ 
they  were  perceived  clofe  in  with  the  land,  and  at  inch 
a  diftance  as  not  to  be  vifible  from  the  deck.  It  would 
fccm,  that  during  that  time  they  had  recovered  the 
two  mifling  ihips. 

It  was  difcovered  in  the  morning,  that  fcveral  of 
tfce  tranfports  had  not  gone  with  the  Buffalo  on  thet 
preceding  evening,  and  that  feveral  others  bad  joined 
the  fleet  in  the  night.  On  this  account  the  wind  hap^ 
pening  to  become  favourable^  the  fleet  proceeded  in 
wder  of  battle  towards  the  mouth  of  the  ftraits^  and 
paffed  18  of  the  convoy  fafe  to  Gibraltar  bay.-— By  the 
Vol.  VI.  H  h' 
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CHAP.  tSth,  the  velTcls  under  the  convoy  of  the  Buffiilo,  hav- 
XXVlii.  j^g  joined  the  fleet,  were  fent  into  Gibraltar ;  two  rc^ 
^^"Cg^  giments,  which  were  on  board  the  fhip»  of  war  and  fri- 
gates, were  likewife  landed  ;  and  a  fcarcity  of  ammu- 
nition in  the  garrifon,  which  fecms  not  to  have  been 
provided  for,  wa*  remedied  by  Lord  Howe's  fending  in 
a  fupply  of  1500  barrels  of  powder  from  the  fleet. 

During  the  performance  of  thefe  effential  fervices, 
the  combined  fleets  of  the  enemy  never  once  came  in 
fight  5  but,  at  the  break  of  day  on  the  19th,  the  Bri- 
tilh  fleet  being  then  in  the  entrance  of  the  gut,  and  en- 
clofed  between  the  oppofite  points  of  Europa  and  Ceuta, 
they  appeared  at  no  great  dii^ance,  to  the  north-eaft. 
The  Britiih  commander  faw  that  it  would  be  the  high- 
eft  imprudence  and  raihnefs  to  hazard  an  aftion  in  tbe 
guL     There  was  not  fuiiicient  room  for  forming  the 
line  of  battle ;  much  lefs  for  the   evolutions    which 
might  be  neceflary  in  the  courfe  of  an  engagement. 
The  danger  arifmg  in  fuch  circumftances,  from  the  vi- 
einity  of  the  enemy's  coafts,  was  not  an  objeft  of  Jefr 
confideration  than    their  fuperiorhy  in  number  and 
force.     In  thefe  circumftances,   Lord  Howe  repafTed 
the  ftraits  into  the  Atlantic,  and  was  followed  by  the 
enemy.     On  the  following  morning,  they  were  per- 
ceived, at  about  five  leagues  diftance,  to  windward. 
The  Englilh  fleet  formed  in  oi-der  of  battte  to  leeward, 
to  receive  them  ;  and  the  enemy  had  it  in  their  power^ 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  to  have  chofen 
their  time  of  aftion  as  well  as  their  diftance.     Ac  fun- 
iet,  tbey  began  a  cannonade  on  the  van  and  rear  of  the 
Britilh  fleet ;  but  generally  at  fuch  a  diftance  as  to  pro- 
duce little  effeft  j  the  fire  being  occafionally  returned 
by  different  ihips  as  they  at  times  approached  within 
reach.     This  firing  was  held  in  fuch  contempt  by  Lord 
Howe,  that  he  did  not  return  a  Angle  fliot  from  his 
own  ihip,  the  Viftory,  although  flie  was  fired  at  by 
fcveral,  and  at  one  time  by  three  ftips. 

The  enemy,  Iwwever,  perceiving  a  part  of  the- rear 
a  good  deal  Separated  from  the  reft,  made  a  bolder  at*' 
tempt  Upon  that  divifion.  The  French  and  Spanifh  ad- 
ralralSf  M.  de  Guichen  and  Don  Cordova,  led  the  at^ 
tack  upon  the  feparated  (hips,  which,  refervlng  them* 
felves  till  they  were  within  a  near  diftance,  threw  in 
fo  well-timed,  (o  heavy,  and  fo  admirably  directed  a 
fire  upon  them,  which  was  fupported  with  fuch  fpirtt 
and  effeft,  that  the  enemy  were  foun  thrown  into  evi- 
dent confufion,  and  their  leading  fliips  fuffered  fomc 
confiderable  apparent  damage.    Don  Cordova^  in  pai^ 
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tii^ubr,  was  thrown  ail-aback  j  and  the  enemy  hauling  ^  H  A^ 
^lelr  wind,  gave  up  the  objed  entirely  j  tfie  cannonade  '^^^*"* 
ended  about  ten  o'clock ;  and  the  combined  fleets  being  ^"^X^ 
at  a  conHderable  diitance  in  the  morning,  and,  to  ap- 
pearance, on  their  return  to  Cadiz,  Lord  Howe  pro* 
ceeded  on  his  way  to  England. 

This  diftant  fire,  as  ufual,  did  a  good  deal  of  damage 
to  the  yards  and  rigging  of  feveral  of  the  Engiiih  fliip^ 
fo  that  if  Lord  Howe  had  even  been  difpofed  to  purfue 
the  ejlemy  on  the  following  morning,  he  could  not 
have  fo  done.  The  great  fervice  of  relieving  Gibraltar 
was  his  obje^ ;  and  this  was,  in  the  face  of  all  Europe, 
moft  happily  and  glorioufly  performed,  under ^ch  cir- 
cuinftances  of  inferiority  in  force,  as  not  onljnfuUy  to 
fupport,  but  highly  to  exalt,  our  naval  renown,  and 
the  honour  of  the  Britifh  flag.  The  Britilh  commander, 
beiides,  had  other  important  fervices  flill  to  provide  for. 
He  detached  eight  Ihips  of  the  line  to  the  Weft-Indies,  • 
and  fix  to  the  coafts  of  Ireland,  on  his  way  home  ;  nei- 
ther of  which,  or  at  leaft  the  former,  could  probably 
have  been  done,  if  a  forced  a^ion  (and  which,  from 
its  nature,  could  not  be  decidve)  bad  taken  place. 

Thus  the  naval  war  in  Europe  feemed  to  be  brought 
to  a  conclufion  ;  nor  was  there  much  probability,  after 
what  had  happened,  that  the  combined  fleets,  however 
fuperior  in  number,  would  venture  a  clofe  engagement 
with  that  of  Briuin.     The  Weft-Indies,  therefore,  was 
now  the  only  theatre  of  adion.     Though  Lord  Rod- 
ney's victory  over  de  Graffe  had  efFeftiially  ruined  the 
intended  project  on  Jamaica,  it  had  not  totally  annihi- 
lated the  power  of  the  enemy  in  thofe  parts.     The  Ba-  Bahama 
hama  Iflands  were  attacked  by  Don  Juan  de  Cagigal,  l^*"J/^* 
governor-general  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  with  three  fri-  thcipaEu- 
gates,  and  60   fail  of  tranfports,  on  board  of  which  artU. 
were  2500  troops.     As  Colonel  Maxwell,  the  governor 
of  Providence,  had  only  about   17O  invalids  to  oppofe 
an  armament  amounting,  by   Tea  and  land,  to  above 
jooo  men,  fhere  could  be  no  doubt  of  Don  Juan's  fuc- 
cefs. — ^The  governor  capitulated  on  the  8th  of  May  May  8, 
1782,  and  received  very  favourably  conditions,  though 
abfolurely  at  the  difcretion  of  the  conqueror, 

M.  de  Vaudreuil,  foine  time  before  his  departure 
with  the  remainder  of  the  beaten  fleet  from  Cape  Fran- 
cois to  North  America,  alfo  concerred  an  expedition, 
purely  predatory,  againlt  the  remote  poffeflions  and 
property  /of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  fhut  up  as 
they  were  among  the  fro:&en  regions  of  the  north,  and 
approachable  only  through  obfcurc  (traits  and  gulphs, 
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CHAP,  which  were  little  known,  excepting  to  thofe  peculiarly 

xxvin.  concerned  in  that  trade,  and  only  for  a  fmall  part  of 

^■pX'"*^  the  year  navigable  even  by  them, 

M.  de  la  Peroufe,  in  the  Sceptre  of  74  guns,  with 
two  36  gun  frigates,  w  as  appointed  to  condud  this  ex- 
pedition ;  having  on  board  about  300  foldiers  and  artil- 
lery men,  with  fome  mortars  and  cannon,  for  the  fup- 
pofed  lieges  they  were  to  undertake.  This  fmall  Iquad- 

May  3*'  ^^"  failed  from  Cape  Francois  on  the  31ft  of  May  1 782, 
and  did  not  arrive  at  the  idands  of  Kefoiution,  which 
mark  the  entrance  of  Hudfon's  Straits,  until  the  i7rh 
of  July.  From  thence  they  began  to  experience  the 
difticuhies  and  dangers  of  the  voyage.  Notw  ithdand- 
ing  the  power  of  the  fun  at  that  feafon,  they  had  fcarce- 
ly  proceeded  20  leagues  up  the  Itraits,  when  the  ihips 
were  fo  fait  locked  up  in  the  ice,  that  the  feamen  went 
on  foot  from  one  to  the  other.  Things  then  appeared 
fo  hopelefs,  that  M.  de  Peroufe  had  formed  a  determi- 
nation, as  foon  as  they  got  clear  of  the  prefent  diffi- 
culty, to  fend  the  Sceptre,  with  one  of  the  frigates, 
back  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  of  wintering  himfelf,  with 
the  other  trigate,  and  a  part  of  the  troops,  in  the  bay, 
in  order  to  be  at  hand  to  deftroy  the  Englilh  fettlc- 
Tnents,  as  foon  as  the  opening  of  the  feafon  in  the  en  fus- 
ing year  would  admit  of  their  operations.  It  happened 
fortunately  for  M.  de  la  Peroufe  and  his  people,  that  fo 
fevere  a  trial  of  their  conllancy  was  prevented,  by  the 
appearance  of  a  fmall  opening  in  the  ice  two  days  after, 
through  which,  with  a  prefs  of  fail,  and  no  fmall  dan- 

fcr  to  the  Ihips,  they  forced  their  way  5  and,  on  the 
ih  of  Auguft,  were  happy  in  difcoveriiig  the  JElnglifh 
colours  flying  on  the  Ft>rt  Prince  of  Wales,  upon  the 
Churchhill  River,  which  was  their  firit  and  principal 
objeft. 

The  Company  poffcfs  fix  of  thofe  buildings,  which 
are  called  fortSj  in  Hudfon*s  Bay,  being  in  reality  fac- 
tories, erefted  at  the  mouths  of  the  principal  rivers  ; 
the  buildings  being  neceilarily  ih*ong,  as  well  to  gtiard 
againfl  the  climate  as  againit  other  dangers,  and  fur- 
iiilhed  with  artillery  to  command  refped  with  the  vari* 
ous  nations  of  favages,  who  come  from  the  remoteft 
parts  to  difpofe  of  their  furs  and  peltry  :  But  they  had 
not  a  fingle  foldier  in  all  thefe  forts ;  and  the  whole 
number  of  ftorekeepers,  clerks,  and  fervants  of  every 
denomination,  which  they  maintain  at  fomany  Nations, 
^id  not  qxcced  120,  at  the  iumoi>. 

The  Fort  Prince  of  Wales  and  Fort  York,  as  might 
^.p  ^xpe^ed,  furrendered  at  difcretipn.    After  whick 
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the  French  commanders,  apprehenfive  of  the  danger  C  H  A  '• 
of  their  fituation,  immediately  fet  out,  about  the  end  ^^^^  • 
of  Auguft,  on  their  return  to  Europe ;  bringing  with  *'"^Ij^ 
them    the   nominal  governors  and  garrifons    of  the 
fores  they  had  taken ;  whofe  names  and  number  M.  de 
la  Peroufe,  however,  abilains  from  ipecifying.     It  was 
almoft  fingubr,  that  two  of  the  Company's  ihips,  and 
a  floop,  which  was  then  in  the  bay,  had  the  fortune  of 
efcaptng  the  enemy,  and  of  returning  fafe  to  Europe. 
The  French  eiHmate  the  damage  done  to  the  Hudfon's 
Bay  Company  in  this  expedition  at  about  half  a  million 
flerling. 

Thefe  fucceffes  were  only  balanced  on  the  part  of  spanianls 
Britain  by  the  expiillion  of  the  Spaniards  from  the  Log-  e«i>cM«i 
wood  fhores  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras.  Ever  fmce  the  ^'^^^ 
time  that  Fort  Omoa  had  again  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Hondunt 
the  Spaniards,  and  the  fatal  expedition  from  Jamaica  to 
the  River  St  Juan,  where  feveral  thoufands  of  the 
Royal  forces,  as  well  as  of  the  natives,  periihed  by  the 
UDwholefome  air  of  the  country,  the  enemy  taking 
advantage  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  Britiih,  had  made 
great  encroachments  upon  them,  and,  indeed,  almoft 
driven  them  entirely  out.  They  had  gained  the  ifland 
of  R^EfCan,  the  old  poffelfions  on  the  Black  River,  Fort 
Dalling  on  Cape  River,  and  many  other  important 
poiU  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  This  year,  how- 
ever, finding  themfelves  in  danger  of  being  totally 
expelled,  the  Bay-men,  naturally  bold  and  refolute, 
determined  to  turn  the  tables  on  their  enemies.  A 
Captain  Campbell,  one  of  the  fcttlers,  had,  at  the 
head  of  150  negroes,  exceedingly  harraffed  and  mo- 
leiled  the  enemy,  in  their  pofts ;  and  encouraged  by 
continual  fuccefles in* his  ikirmifhes,  heat  la(t  made  an 
attempt  on  Fort  Dalling,  which  he  carried  by  a  furious 
ailault  in  the  night ;  65  of  the  Spaniards  being  laid  dead 
on  the  fpot,  a  conluierable  number  wounded  and  made 
prifoners,  and  40  having  the  good  luck  to  make  their 
cfcupe.  Eight  pieces  of  cannon,  one  oohorn,  fome 
ibiall  arms  and  ammunition,  with  the  colours,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  vigors. 

Encouraged  by  thefe  fucceffes,  a  fcheme  was  formed 
for  expelling  the  Spaniards  entirely,  A  fmall  army  was 
colle^ed  at  Cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  under  a  Major  Camp- 
bell, probably  the  fame  with  the  Captain  above  men- 
tioiied.  His  forces  confined  of  80  American  rangers, 
500  ihore-men,  and  600  Mufquito  Indians ;  but  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Defpard,  happening  to  arrive  at  this 
junfiore  from  Jamaica^  was,  by  the  unanimous  confent 
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C  q  A  p.  of  all  panie&,  elefled  their  leader.    Thdr  Aicceft  was 
xxviil.  ^quai  tQ  tjjg  fpirit  with  which  their  fcheme  was  adopted. 
^'^TJ^  The  Spanifh  forces,    coafiftiog  of  715  privates,  and 
commanded  by  27  officers,  were  quickly  obliged  to 
lurrender  tbemfelves  prlfonersof  war,  on  condition  of 
being  tranfmitted  to  Omoa  upon  their  parole,  till  they 
were  exchanged,  and  even  then  not  to  ferve  againii 
any  part  of  the  Mufquito  Shore  during  the  war.     The 
forts,  and  every  thing  belonging  to  them^  fell  into  the 
hands  of.  the  conquerors.     In  thefe  were  found,  beiides 
the   property  of  the  inhabitants,  now  recovered,   25 
pieces  of  artillery,  1000  firelocks,   and  a  xompeteut 
quantity  of  ammunition. 
Dutch  feu      The  year  1782  was  alfo  marked  by  the  conqudt  of 
kT  Africa  ^^^  Dutch  fcttlemcots  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.     The  fort 
reduced,    of  Acra,  with  four  others,  mounting  in  all  124  pieces 
of  cannon,  were  taken  by  Captain  Shirley  of  the  Lc- 
ander,  a  50  gun  ihip,  without  any  land  forces,  and  the 
afliflance  only  of  the  Alligator  (loop  of  war.     Sooa 
after  being  joined  by  Lieutenant  Cartwrtght  of  the 
Argo  frigate,  the  principal  fort  Commeuda    was  at- 
tacked, and  quickly  reduced,  though  defended  by  32 
pieces  of  cannon,  two  mortars,  and  as  many  howit- 
zers ;  by  which  the  power  of  the  Dutch  on  the  Afri- 
can continent  was  totally  annihilated. 
XiifeMble .    None  of  thefe  fucceffes,  however,  were  capable  of 
^'l^^^'^*^*  balancing  the  dreadful  difaiter  which  now  befcl  the 
piizST'  prize^ (hips  taken  by  Admiral  Rodney.     That   unfortu- 
nate fleet,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  had  been  car- 
ried by  the  conqueror  to  Jamaica,  where  they  remain- 
cd  from  the  month  of  April  to  the  26th  of  July.    Ix 
then  conili^ed  of  nine  (hips  of  the  line,  th^  Pallas  fri- 
gate of  36  guns,  and  about  100  fail  of  merchantmen, 
all  under  the  conduA  of  Admiral  Graves  in   the  Ra*> 
niillies  of  74  guns.     Before  ihey  got  clear  of  the  ifland, 
however,  the  ihips  of  the  line  were  reduced  to  feven ; 
the  Ardent  having'  fprung  a  leak,  was  proteAed  againft 
by  the  officers ;  and  the  Jafon,  another  ihip  of  the  iame 
force  (64  guns),  was  detained  frorti  fome  other  caufe. 
The  admiral  was  bound  to  fteer  farther  to  the  north- 
ward, in  order  to  fee  fome  of  the  convoy  fafe  in  their 
way  to  New  York.     None  of  the  (hips  were  in   very 
good  condition  ;  but  the  He^or,  a  French  4)1  ize  of  74 
guns,  was  particularly  bad,  not  being  above  half  manned^ 
and  her  marts,  fails,  and  rigging,  in  a  very  flmttered 
condition.     Hard  gales  came  on  about  the  8th  of  Sq> 
tember,  which  diitrefTed  the  Caton^  another  Frendi 
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priic  of  64  gnns,  as  well  as  the  Pallas  frigate,  fo  much,  C  H  4  ?. 

that  they  were  both  obliged  to  put  into  HcUlifax.  XXVUt 

This,  however,  was  only  a  Otght  prelude  to  ^hat  ^^^^ 
was  coming  on.  Fbronthe  i6th,  in.  the  afternoofi^  Scpc.  16. 
the  fleet,  ffill  little  fhoxT of  90  fail,  were  attacked^  off 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  by  a  violect  gale,  which 
by  degrees  increa(ed  in  ftrength  eqnai  to  the  hi>rricanes 
in  warm  climates.  The  ftorm  at  firft  blew  from  E.S^  £w 
hot  at  three  in  rfie  morning  it  Shifted,  in  a  moinent, 
to  N.  N.  W,  exceeding  in  violence  even  what  had 
been  known  in  the  tropical  regions;  and  wh»t  was 
worfc,  this  wmd  was  accompanied  with  fiicb  a  violene 
rain,  that  it  was  not  poflible  to  face  the  weather,  even 
when  the  greateft  exercKms  of  the  feamen  were  called 
for.  A  dreadful  fcene  of  tempeft  and  fhipwreck  was 
(lifclofed  in  the  morning ;  numbers  of  miferable  wretch- 
es floating  in  the  fea,  and  clinging  to  pieces  of  wreck, 
without  any  poUibiiicy  of  aiFordiiig  them  the  fmalleit 
relief.  The  Ramiliies,  though  by  no  means  in  bad 
condition,  and  excellently  manned,  held  out  only  to 
the2ift.  Having  then  about  15  feet  water  in  her 
hold,  the  admiral  thought  it  necefTary  to  difppfe  of  her 
mec  on  board  thofe  merchantmen,  amounting  to  19  in 
number,  that  were  ftill  able  to  keep  in  company  $  after 
which  (he  was  fet  on  fire  fo  effectually,  that  flie  blew  iip 
a  few  minutes  after  the  captain  had  quitted  her.  The 
Centaur,  Captain  Inglefield,  after  being  overfet,  right- 
ed again  with  fuch  a  fhock  as  loofened  her  gunf ,  U^oke 
the  mafts  and  nidder,  and  reduced  her  to  fuch  a  iacua- 
tion  that  no  poflibiiity  of  efcape  feemed  to  remaia. 
Moft  of  the  people,  abandoning  themfeives  to  defpair, 
pcrifhed  quietly  with  the  fhip.;  but  Captain  Inglefield,- 
with  eleven  others,  got  into  the  yawl,  and  after  the 
molt  miferable  voyage  of  16  days  ever  recoriJed  in  hif- 
tory,  in  which,  however,  only  one  man  died,  reached 
the  harbour  of  Fayal  in  fafety.  The  GlcMrieux  and 
Villede  Paris  foundered,  without  any  peifon  being 
faved,  excepting  a  lingle  man,  named  Wilfon,  who 
was  infentible  when  taken  up,  and  remembered  no- 
thing on  his  recovery,  but  that  he  had  feen  the  Gk>- 
tieux  fink  the  day  before  the  Ville  de  Paris ;  and  that 
when  the  latter  was  going  down,  he  clung  to  a  piece 
•f  wreck,  in  which  ftate  he  was  taketi  up.  The  Hec- 
tor, the  worft  in  condition  of  the  whole,  outlived  ther 
florm,  and  even  beat  off  the  Eagle  and  La  Gloire,  two 
Qf  the  large(\  and  fineft  frigates  in  the  French  fervice, 
who  happening  to  meet  with  her  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, fell  on  her  at  once  in  her  diilrelTed  iituation.-* 
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C  H  A  p.  In  this  aflion,  however,  the  HeAor  received  fo  much 
'^^*"'  damage,  that  (he  muft  undoubtedly  have  periflicd  widi 
^■JTJ^  all  that  was  in  her,  had  not  the  Hawk  Snow,  Capcaia 
Hill,  fortunately  fallen  in  with  her,  whofe  humane 
captain  threw  overboard  great  part  of  his  cargo,  to 
accommodate  her  people,  in  number  about  200,  and 
even  then  was  in  the  utmoA  danger  of  periihing  for 
want  of  water  fufficient  to  fo  great  a  number. 

Such  was  the  hard  fortune  to  which  the  fleet  from 
Jamaica  was  at  this  time  doomed.  Of  the  feven  ibips 
of  ihe  line  which  compofed  the  fquadron,  the  Canada 
and  Caton  only  efcaped.  The  Ramillies,  Viile  de 
Paris,  Centaur,  La  Giprieux,  and  Hedtor,  all  periihed, 
belides  a  very  conliderable  number  of  merchant  ihips. 
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CHAP.    XXIX 


Ei^  Indies — War  with  the  King  of  TanjorCy  vjhith  is 
reduced  by  General  Smythy  and  the  Rajah  taken  pri*- 
finer — General  Smyth  blamed^  acquitted^  and  thanked 
— JVar  with  the  Rohillasy  who  are  defeated — Cruelty  of 
Suja  Dowla — Duel  between  General  Uavering  and 
Mr  Barwell — Death  of  Suja — Revolution  at  Madrafs 
— Defojitiony  imprifonmenty  and  death  of  Lord  Pigot-^ 
Re/blutions  of  the  India  Company  and  Hou/e  of  Commons 
— Trials  of  Mejfrs  Stratton^  General  Stewart^  &€*, 


SUCH  was  the  event  of  the  war  in  the  wefternCHAP* 
world.  Three  great  battles  had,  in  Europe,  on  the  j,^^^ 
continent  of  America,  and  in  the  Wel^  Indies,  rendered     ,JL^ 
it  in  a  manner  impoflibie  for  the  contending  parties  lo 
carry  on  the  war  longer  in  thefe  parts.     Whilfta  ftate 
of  inaction,  therefore,  enfued  in  the  Weft,  it  now  re- 
mains for  us  to  take  a  view  of  what  pafTed  in  the  eaft- 
cm  part  of  the  globe. — Here  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  ^*^^4«« 
Great  Britain  has  fuffered  molt  from  the  power  and  ex- 
enions,  of  her  enemies,  or  from  the  peculation,  trea- 
chery, and  cruelty  of  thofc  whom  (he  had  fent  out,  at 
different  times,  to  conduft  her  aifairs  in  that  remote 
corner  of  the  world. 

It  may  appear  almoft  needlefs  to  make  any  obfcrva* 
tbn  upon  the  difficulty  of  coming  at  the  bare  and  un- 
difguifed  truth,  in  the  violence  of  fadion,  and  amid 
the  rage  of  contending  parties,  even  when  their  I'pherc 
of  adion  is  confined  to  our  own  country.    How  much 

Vol.  VI.  I  i 


a4&  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

C  H  A  P.  then  muft  the  difficulty  increafe,  when  the  fcene  is  laid 
^^^?l^  in  the  reinoteft   parts  of  the  glube,  from  whence  no 
1771.     dilinterefted  evidence  can  be  obtained,  where  every 
perfon   is  under  a  neceility  of  chuiing  his  fide,  and  of 
courfe  imbibing,    in  a  greater  or  leffer  degree,   the 
violence,  prejudices,  and  aniinolity  of  his  party  ?  In 
thefe  circuniltances,  a  fhort  (ketch  of  thofe  diftant  and 
controverted  affairs   is  all  that  can  be  reafonably  at- 
tempted.    We  ihall  begin  with   the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany's quarrel  with  the  king  of  Tanjore. 
War  with      Tanjore  is  a  finall   ihte,  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  King  t^g  Company's  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  on  the  eaft  by  the 
iorc.^°"     ^'^'^'  ^^°'"  which  it  ftretches  about  100  miles   inland  ; 
its  breadth  on  the  fea  coaft  is  about  90  miles ;  and  in  that 
fpace   the  Englilh,  Dutch,  French,  and   Danes,   had 
each  of  them  a  fettlement.     The  king  of  Tanjore  had 
ever  been  a  firm    and  valuable  ally   to  the  Kngliih. 
During   the  whole  French  war,  which  is  comiuoiily 
called  Dupleix's,  he  Ih'cnuoufly  liipported  Britain,  and 
their  nabob  Mahommed  Ally,  againlt  the  French  and 
their  nabob ;  and  by   retuling  to  lupply   Lally   with 
money  and  troops,  which  were  to  have  been  employed 
againft    Madrafs,    he   may    be  faid    to     have     favcd 
not  only  that  place,  but  all  the  Bririlh  polTelfions  in 
India. 

This  is  the  prince  whom  the  government  of  Madrafi 
now  attacked,  on  the  very  fame  pretext  as  the  French ufed 
for  attacking  him  under  Lally;  namely,  fome  obfoletc 
claim  of  tribute  due  to  the  Company's  nabob  of  Arco^ 
Though  even  that  was  but  a  pretended  plea  ;  for  the 
following  is  faid  to  be  the  true  caufe  of  thi«  war: — 
The  governor  and  council  of  Madrafs  being  aware  that 
they  would  be  difmified  from  their  office,  on  account 
of  a  very  infolent  anfwer  returned  by  them  to  9 
haughty  letter  received  from  the  diredors,  were  rc- 
folved  to  complete  their  fortunes  by  a  fudden  ftroke  ; 
and  as  th^  ufual  expedient  of  thefe  governors  in  fuch 
cafes  is  to  commence  a  war  againft  one  neighbouring 
prince,  which,  aiFords  the  immediate  opportunity  of 
peciilation,  and  the  future  profpetfc  of  plunder,  the 
prelcnt  choice  happened  to  fall  on  the  king  of  Tanjore ; 
for  this,  among  other  rcafons,  that  having  long  govern- 
ed his  fmall  commercial  dominions  with  great  prudence, 
he  was  reckoned  to  be  exceeding  rich. 

About  the  middte  of  July  177/,  the  Britiih  army 
began  to  affemble  at  Trichinopoly.  On  tlie  3ift'»  they 
took  the  field,  with  about  10,000  men,  Euroj^cans  and 
fepoys  included,  under,  the  command  of  CeDeral  Jo- 
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fcph  Smyth,  and   the  nabob's   fecond  fon,   Modal  iil  G  H  a  f. 
Mukh.      In   fix  days,  they   came   before  Velhini,   a  y^^^'i 
ftrong   fort   belonging  to  the  king  of  Tanjore.     The  ^t^C/ 
General  fummoned  tl^  fore  to  furrender,  which  theydlum' 
enemy  refufed  ;  and  the  next  day  he  took  pofleflion  of  taken, 
their  pctta,  being  the  outikirts  of  the  garrifon.     The 
day  foi lowing  the  king  of  Tanjore's  horfe,  about  6000, 
ftormed  his  camp  to  no  purpofe,  as  every  man  v\  ho  rode 
in  forgot  ever  10  return.     He  took  advantage  of  this 
fuccefs  to  carry  on  his  approaches  ;  but,  as  foon  as  he 
opened  a  battery  of  two  18  and  four  24  pounders,  they 
evacuated  the  garrifon. 

After  garrifoning  this  fort,  he  marched  On  to  Tati-  Tanjore 
jore.  The  march  is  but  fmall,  as  the  difference  is  but  *'c'*"cc<l. 
four  Malabar  miles,  equal  to  feven  of  ours.  The  26th 
of  September,  he  took  pofTelfion  of  their  petta,  with- 
out any  refiihnce.  He  broke  groimd  the  29th,  and 
ere<f^ed  an  eight-gun  battary,  confiliing  of  L8and24 
poimders.  The  30th,  the  enemy  ftormed  it,  took  it, 
and  burnt  all  the  baitions  and  gabions,  before  he  could 
get  in  our  gus.  The  next  day,  there  was  ordered  a 
covering  party,  with  a  battalion  of  fepoys, .  who  re- 
took the  ground,  raifed  a  battery  a  fecond  time,  got  lA 
the  guns,  and  began  to  knock  off  the  defences  of  the 
walls. 

The  I  ft  of  Oftobcr,  the  General  got  an  account  of 
their  whole  force  being  in  motion  ;  he  therefore  gave 
orders  to  have  one  field-officer,  which  was  M:jjor 
Vaughan,  and  a  brigade  of  guns,  to  march  down  to  the 
rdief  of  the  trenches.  At  day-break,  the  enemy  were 
difcovered,  drawn  up  rather  irregular,  con (ifting  of  about 
6doo  horfe,  fepoys  and  colliers,  the  whole  amounting 
to  about  13,000.  He  had  no  more  at  this  time  than 
about  1 000  fepoys  and  150  Europeans.  About  ten 
o'clock,  they  began  the  attack  upon  the  left  very  def- 
perate,  as  it  was  their  hi\  pulh.  The  Major  not  think- 
ing his  force  fufEcient,  fent  exprcfs  to  camp  v  for  the 
grenadiers,  who  did  not  arrive  until  one  o'clock. 

After  this,  approaches  were  carried  on  to  the  cro&  of 
the  glacis,  and  a  fap  battery  opened.  But  the  day  fol- 
lowing, contrary  to  expedation,  the  place  was  car- 
ried with  little  bioodflied,  the  beficged  being  unable  to 
make  any  ftand,  though  they  had  30,000  fighting  men  ; 
and  the  rajah,  upon  getting  proper  affurances  of  his  life.  Rajah  ta- 
furrv-mdered  with  all  his  attendants.  Jf"*  P"- 

During  the  fiege,  7Bntilh  officers  were  killed,  and  °^^^* 
15  wounded  ;    the  lofs  of  privates  equally  moderate. 
The  captains  who  were  at  the  fiege,  ic  is  faid,  received 
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CHAP. about  800 1.  Iterling  each  of  prize-money,    and  eack 
\^^^  fubaltern  officer  about  400].     The  Company  were  to 
^^^!^  have,  a  tribute  of  100  lacks  of  rupees  for  being  put  in 
'     poffeffion  of  Tanjore,  and  of  50  lacks  of  rupees  from 
fenjah  Dula,  for  being  allowed  to  take  poffeifion  of  the 
provinces  of  Korab  and  Alahahad,  in  which  the  Com- 
pany were  to  proteft  him,  on  his  paying  the   military 
expences-     Indeed,  it  feemed  to  be  neceffary  that  fome 
advantages  (hould  be  got  to  the  £aft  India  Company,  in 
order  to  induce  them  to  pafe  over  the  cruelties   and 
injuiticc  perpetrated  by  their   fervants;  though  it  is 
hardly  poffible  to  iind  any  apology  for  the  enormities 
Y^hich  it  would  appear  had  been  committed, 
tf  74.         At  a  court  of  the  proprietors  of  Eait  India  Stock, 
i  Ap"la8-  April  28,  1774,  General  Richard  Smith  moved ^  That 

the  court  ihould  return  thanks  to  General  Jofeph  Smyth, 
-  for  his  gallant  behaviour  in  the  attack  and  capture  of 

Tanjore  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  He  was  feconded  by  Mr 
Arme.  The  motion  was  ftrongly  oppofed  by  Gover- 
nor Jphnftone,  Mr  Fitzgerald,  and  a  few  others. 
Some  condemned  the  mealure,  though  they  approved 
of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  executed.  Others 
feemed  willing  to  return  general  thanks,  or  to  barely 
confine  it  to  the  capture  of  Tanjore  alone;  ^hile  a 
third  feemed  inclined  to  declare  their  approbation  of 
his  military  conduA  but  cenfured  his  giving  up  the 
rajah,  who  had  thrown  himfelf  under  his  proteftion, 
to  the  nabob's  fecond  fon,  with  whom,  if  living,  he 
was  now  a  prifoner  at  Trichinopoly.  This,  of  courfe, 
gave  rife  to  a  general  fcrutiny  into  his  conduA  ia  his 
military  and  civil  charader,  as  commander  in  chief, 
and  one  of  t;he  council ;  and  feveral  dired  as  well  as 
oblique  charges  againft  him,  having  fallen  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate,  a  compromife  took  place,  with  confent  • 
of  all  parties,  that  the  motion  (hould  lie  over  till  fbme 
further  accounts  ftiall  be  received  from  that  country. 
0cn€wl  When  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  related  fome  of  the  tafls 
pmyth  ac  relative  to  the  (laughter  of  the  inhabitants  of  Marrawa, 
p\M  of  y^y  a  detachment  from  the  army  cQmixianded  by  General 
5Jj"^,*J^^!  J^^^P^  Smyth,  but  under  the  immediate  direftion  of 
Colonel  Bonjour,  feveral  of  the  proprietors  quitted  the 
court  and  the  (hrongeft  marks  of  9  mixture  of  horror, 
pity,  and  amazement,  were  vifible  in  the  countenances 
pf  thofe  who  (laid  to  hear  that  (hocking  narrative.  The 
(bry  related  by  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  was  in  fubftance 
^s  follows : — rGeneral  Smyth  having  marched  at  the 
Jijead  of  the  Britifti  troops,  in  conjunftion  with  one  of 
fhe  nabobs,  againft  a  rajah  of  that  country,  the  latter 
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fent  a  meiTenger  with  certain  offers  or  conditions,  which  chap. 
were  accepted  of  by  the  Former.  The  raeflcnger  accord-  ^^  ' 
ingly  returned  to  the  rajah,  and  informed,  him  of  the  ^"^X^ 
fuccefsof  his  embafiy.  Relying  on  this  alTurance^  the  rajah 
called  in  his  advanced  pofts,  all  thoughts  of  hoftilicies 
were  laid  afide,  and  he  looked  upon  himfelf  in  the  moft 
peaceful  fecurity.  In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Bonjour 
advanced  with  his  detachment,  and  iurprifed  the  prince 
and  his  army,  who  were  confequently  unprepared,  and 
put  every  one  of  them  to  the  fword  without  diftindlion, 
except  the  unhappy  princelFes,  daughters  of  the  Rajah, 
who  were  preferved  only  to  gratify  the  brutal  lufts  of 
the  inhuman  butcher  and  ravifher,  the  Nabob.  He 
added,  chat  the  officers  concerned  in  this  bloody  bufi- 
nek  had  extorted  a  previous  promife  from  the  Nabob's 
fon,  that  if  they  ihould  happen  to  be  fuccefsful  in  this 
enterprife,  he  was  to  give  them  a  largefs  of  50,cx>o  pa- 
godas, worth  about  24,000 1. ;  but  being  afterwards 
unwilling  to  comply  with  this  agreement,  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  which  he  had  given  a  bond,  the 
general  being  appealed  to  as  to  its  equity,  confirmed 
the  agreement,  and  decided  in  favour  of  the  officers. 
General  Smith  did  not  attempt  to  defend  his  namcfake's 
deciiion,.  but  faid,  the  mafTacre  was  occalioned  by  mif- 
take,  the  courier  difpatched  to  Colonel  Bonjour  not  ar- 
riving time  enough  to  advertife  him  of  the  armiAice. 

As  to  the  deflowering  the  daughters  of  the  Rajah, 
he  faid,  that  was  a  claim  e{\abliihed  by  the  ufages  of 
the  Eaft  $  that  the  Nabob  has  a  right  to  the  perfons  of 
the  daughters  of  his  tributaries  or  fubordinate  princes, 
from  the  Great  Mogul  downwards. 

At  a  court.  May  19,  General  Richard  Smith,  after  ••  acquit- 
prefacing  his  intent  with  a   declaratory  wifh,  that  the  ^ft'indlL 
charaAer  and  conduft  of  his  friend  might  be  inquired  Cumpany, 
into  with  impartiality,  and  cenfured  or  approved  as  the  andthank- 
evidence  resulting  from  authenticated  tads  ihould  af-  ^^' 
ford  fcope  for  cenfure  or  approbation,    moved  as  a 
queftioir.    Whether  the  conduft  of  General   Jofeph 
Smyth,  as  an  officer  in  the  Company's  fervice,  had  been 
fuch  as  todeferve  the  fenfure  of  that  honourable  court? 
After  fome  trifling  altercation,  the  court  refolved  una- 
nimoufly,  "  That  General  Jofeph  Smyth's  conduft  as 
an  officer,  had  not  been  fuch  as  to  deferve  cenfure." 

General   Richard    Smith    then,  ,  profefling  himfelf 
warmly  attached  to  the  intereft  of  his  abfent  friend,  and 
anxious  to  clear  his  cha rafter  from  the  flighteit  imputa- 
tion, obferved.  That  to  determine  a  brave  and  experi-  , 
enced  officer's  conduft,  barely  "  not  deferving  of  ccn- 
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CHAP,  fure  *'  was  not  fufficient  cxctilpation  in  the  eye  of  mili- 
AA4A.  j^j^  jufttce.  The  clearance  of  afpercion  mutt  go  farther; 
it  mutt  determine  General  Jofeph  Smyth,  not  merely^ 
undeferving  of  cenfure,  but  meriting  apptaufe;  for 
between  negative  innocence  and  pofiiive  m^rit^  the 
line  was  coniiderable.  General  Richard  Smith  there- 
fore moved,  "  That  the  thanks  of  the  court  fhould  be 
returned  to  General  Jofeph  Smyth." 

In  this  motion  he  was  feconded  by  Mr  Orme ;  but 
oppofed  by  Mr  Mackworth,  who  defired,  that  a  letter 
from  General  Jofeph  Smyth,  addreffed  to  the  Prcfi- 
dency  of  Madrafs,  and  thence  tranfmitted  to  the  di- 
redors,  might  be  read.  Which  being  complied  with, 
Mr  Mackworth,  from  a  copy  he  held  in  his  band,  ar- 
gued. That  fo  far  from  thanks,  the  cenfure,  if  not  ex- 
ecration, of  the  court,  fhould  falj  on  General  Jofeph 
Smyth ;  that  the  plunder  of  Tanjore,  the  murder  of 
the  Rajah,  the  imprifonment  of  his  daughters,  the 
defilement,  by  violence,  committed  on  them  by  the 
Nabob,  who  afterwards  confined  them  with  the  reft  of 
his  women  in  his  harem  or  feraglio ;  the  infraAion  o( 
the  treaty,  which  exprefsly  provided  againft  the  plun- 
der of  Tanjore ;  the  ttipulation  with  the  Nabob,  and 
non-performance  of  articles  on  which  that  fttpulatioii 
was  founded  ;  all  thcfe,  and  a  variety  of  other  par- 
ticulars, admitted,  though  palliated,  in  General  Jo^ 
fcph  Smyth's  own  letter,  would  juftify,  Mr  Mackworth 
fa  id,  the  harlhefl  cenfure  being  paffcd  on  any  man's 
condiid,  who,  from  his  ftation  of  commander  in  chief, 
iliould  connive  at,  if  not  abet,  meafurcs  fo  repugnant 
to  the  fiiith  of  treaty,  fo  debafmg  to  military  honour, 
fo  abhorrent  to  the  rights  of  nature,  and  oppolite  to  the 
fLindamental  didlates  of  humanity. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  That  the  plunder  of  Tanjore 
happeucrd  by  mittake,  the  agreement  to  abftain  from 
that  plunder  not  being  properly  announced  to  the  fe- 
veral  Ciucers.  For  the  murder  of  the  Rajah,  and  the 
rapes  committed  on  his  daughters  by  the  Nabob,  no 
excule  was  alledged  but  Aliatic  cuftom. 
.  On  the  whole,  General  Jofeph  Smyth  was  entirely 
exculpated  from  every  charge  reflefting  on  his  military 
character  or  conduft.  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  melted 
with  tendcrnefs,  had  nothing  to  alledge  againA  him ; 
and  thus,  purged  from  every  fuppofed  criminality  by 
the  inedii  rorial  good  offices  of  his  friends,  a  general 
-  court  held  at  the  India  Houfe,  in  Leadenhall-ttreet,  on 
Thurfday,  May  19,  1774,  refolved,  "  That  the  mill- 
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tary  condaA  of  Geoeral  Jofeph  Smyth  deferved  tli«  chap. 
thanks  of  a  general  court,    cooipofed  of  Engliffamen.      vivi^ 

Another  i'cene  of  cruelty  and  oppreflion  was  ioon  .y^^. 
after  exhibited  in  India. — The  Hohillas,  a  harmleis  in-  War  witk 
ofTenfive  people,  pofleffed  of  a  rich  country  and  great  |**^  ^'^" 
>»'ealth,  were  marked  out  for  deftru^ion  by  the  ^' 
Mahrattas.  The  Rohillas  applied  to  the  Engliih  Eaft 
India  Company  for  their  protection ;  for  which  they 
were  to  give  the  Company  twenty  lacks  of  rupees.  As 
loon  as  the  Mahrattas  found  that  the  Rohillas  were  to 
he  proteded  by  the  India  Company,  they  deiif^ed  from 
their  enterprizc.  The  Company  demanded  the  twenty 
lacks  from  one  of  the  princes  of  the  Rohillas,  who  dkl 
aoc  raife  the  money  fo  foon  as  the  Company  thought 
proper.  The  famous  Sujah  Dowla  then  applied  to  the 
Company  for  their  aflillance  to  dei\roy  the  Rohillas^ 
acd  agreed  to  give  them  forty  lacks  of  rupees,  betides 
ten  more  to  Governor  Hallings.  A  brigade  of  the 
Britiih  troops  was  accordingly  ht  cut  by  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  Bengal  to  Sujah  Dowla,  upon  this  hu« 
mane  expedition.  The  country  of  the  Rohillas,  or 
uidependeut  princes,  is  divided  into  feveral  princip?li- 
ties  or  powers  j  fomc  of  which,  being  effeminated  by 
riches  and  luxury,  made  a  feeble  oppofition  to  their 
deftroyers;  others,  in  particular  one  prince,  oppofed 
them  with  great  bravery,  till  he  and  his  men  were  cut 
to  pieces.  Thoufands  of  thefe  people  were  crueDy 
butchered,  their  wives  debauched,  fome  of  the  princes 
poifoned,  and  the  country  depopulated. 

In  a  battle  fought  with  this  nation,  Sujah  Dowla 
(hewed  the  truth  of  the  common  obfervation,  that  the 
cruellcft  tyrants  are,  in  general,  the  greateft  cowardts. 
Sujah  kept  eight  miles  in  the  rear,  with  horfes  at  the 
different  flages  to  favour  his  efcape,  ihould  not  the 
Briti/b  and  his  arms  prove  viflorious.  The  Rohillas 
were  commanded  by  Hafiz  Rhamut,  a  man  of  letters, 
genius,  and  refpe^ahle  talents  in  politics.  This  chief, 
nndernanding  that  our  brigade  occupied  the  centre, 
drew  up  his  forces,  confiding  of  30  or  40,000  infantry 
and  cavalry,  behind  the  curve  of  a  deep  rivulet ;  in. 
which  fctiucircular  poiition,  bis  centre  was  fo  far  re- 
moved from  the  a<^ion,  that  our  mulquetry  became 
ofelefs,  while  he  bent  hia  chief  attack  agai^ft  Sujah 
Dowla's  battalions  in  flank,  which,  from  the  nature 
of  our  line,  (which  was  Araight),  came  up  clofe  to  his 
wiags,  but  could  not  pafs  the  rivulet. 

The  difpofition  of  Hafii  was  mafterly  ;  and  as  our 
General  (Champion)  did  liot  chuie  to  advance  from  the 
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c^  A  P.  centre,  and  leave  his  flanks  expofed,  the  a£Hon  con- 

*^'  tinned  long,  with  conliderablc  lofs  to  Sujah's  battalions, 

\^!l^  who  behaved  well.     At  length  one  of  our  battalions 

was  ordered  to  advance,  to  fee  if  the  rivulet  could  be 

crofled ;  who,  finding  themfelves  galled  by  the  fire  of 

the  enemy,  prefled  forward,  and  palfing  tumultuoufly, 

formed  on  the  oppofite  bank.     The  Rohillas  perceiving 

this  fpirited  action,  and  that  the  whole  line  was  croilinz 

They  lie  thr  rivulet,  took  flight.     The  gallant  Haiiz  alone  dii- 

dcfeated.  ^^\j^^  to  flee.     He  was  flain,  after  an  obftinaie  refift- 

ance ;  and  his  head  was  immediately  carried,  on   the 

efint  of  a  fpear,  to  Sujah,  ftiii  trembling  in  the  rear, 
e  took  the  head  in  both  his  hands,  and  obferving  it  a 
while,  with  malignant  joy,  threw  it  upon  the  ground, 
uttering  fome  low  expreffions  of  contempt,  fuitable  to 
his  own  cowardly  mind. 
Cnieltj  of     Meer  Abdallah  Cawn,  the  next  in  command  to  the 
S*^     gallant  Haiiz,  was  taken  prifoner ;  and  having  been 
^        lent  to  Allahabad,  now  one  of  the  refidences  of  Sujah, 
died  in  a  few  days.     The  unfortunate  widow  of  this 
prince  (Abdalla)  fell  with  her  two  daughters,  into  the 
nands  of  the  cruel  Sujah.     The  young  ladies  were  both 
of  exquiiite  beauty,  and  the  mother  fearing  (and  with 
reafon)  that  the  villain  had  formed  defigns  on  their  vir- 
tue, flie  armed  them  with  polfon  and  refolution,  ihould 
he  make  any  attempt.     What  fhe  dreaded  happened. 
He  was  met  at  the  door  of  their  apartment  by  the  dif> 
trailed  mother.     She  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet,  embra- 
ced his  knees,  and  kiffed  the  ground.     She  entreated 
him,  by  the  memory  of  her  hufband,  the  rank  of  her 
family,  the  humanity  due  to  the  unfortunate,  not  to 
enter.    He  is  faid  to  have  become  irrefolute  by  her 
tears.    But  one  of  the  daughters  hearing  her  mother^s 
cries,  and  hurrying  forward  to  examine  the  caufe,  he 
was  fo  ftruck  with  her  beauty,  that  he  fpurned  away  the 
mother,  and  feized  the  daughter  in  his  arms.     In  ftnig- 
ling  with  the  ravilher,  flie  had  juft  time  to  fwallow  the 
poifon.     But  even  this  did  not  prevent  the  barberous 
deiign  of  Sujah.     The  fate  of  the  mother  and  her  other 
daughter  is  unknown. 

The  Eait  India  Company  by  thus  adminiftring  to  the 
lufls  of  Sujah  Dowla,  and  putting  him  in  poifeinon  of  a 
country  equal  to  half  of  Bengal^  yielding  annually 
1,250,000 1.  received,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  a 
.very  handfome  douceur,  as  well  as  their  Governor. 
Nor  is  it  probable,  from  what  afterwards  happened, 
that  the  other  members  of  Council  were  forgotten.  A 
duel  took  place,  April  30,  1775,  between  General  Cla^ 
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vering  and  Mr  Barwell,  who,  with  Governor  Haftings,c  hap. 
Colonel  Monfon,  and  Mr.  Francis,  compofcd  the  Coun-   ^^^^' 
cil  of  Bengal,  on  account  of  the  General  having  faid,  ^^C^ 
that  Mr  Barwell  had  taken  money  in  dired  contradic-  Duel  be- 
tioa  to  his  foleran  oath."     It  would  feem,  however,  t^e«iGea 
that  themilitary  officers  werenot  equally  well  paid  on  this^Jj^^^"^ 
occafion.     One  of  them  wrote  as  follows :  "  It  has  been  BarwcU. 
a  very  unjuft  war ;  but  we  are  like  lances  in  the  hands 
of  a  furgeon,  and  muft  do  as  we  are  ordered.     We  re- 
ceived the  empty  thanks  of  the  Governor  and  Council, 
for  our  (\eadinefs  in  the  adion,  and  our  good  difcipline, 
in  not  quitting  our  poiU  to  plunder  a  rich  camp  which 
we  were  mafters  of.  Sujah  Dowlah  got  all  the  plunder, 
which  was  immenfe,  and  we  got  nothing.     He  has  of- 
fered u«  feven  lacks  of  rupees  as  a  prefent  for  our  fer- 
vices  J  but  the  Governor  and  Council  have  refufed  to 
fuffer  us  to  accept  it,  faying,  "It   would   poifon  the 
loinds  of  the  army."     But,  if  money    would   poifon, 
there  is  not  a  great  man  in  this  country  but  would  have 
,  been  melted,   marrow-bones  and  all,  long  before  this 
time." 

It  was  not  long  before  Sujah  Dowlah  received  thcDeatho£ 
reward  of  his  opprelFion  and  brutality.  In  his  wars  with  ^^*1 
«  neighbouring  tribe,  he  bad  taken,  among  other  pri-  ^ 
foners,  the  wife  of  the  chief,  who  had  the  misfortune  to 
fall  in  battle.  The  Nabob  being  captivated  with  the 
beauty  of  this  woman,  one  night  had  her  brought  into 
bis  private  apartment ;  but  juft  as  he  was  about  to  abufe 
her,  flie  drew  a  fmall  knife,  which  Ihe  had  artfully 
concealed  in  her  hair,  to  elude  the  fearch  of  the  eu- 
nuchs, and  ftabbed  him.  Thus  Sujah  fell  a  fucrifice  to 
bis  unbounded  luft,  at  the  age  of  about  fixty,  leaving 
upwards  of  twenty  fons  behind.  Great  pains  w^ere  taken 
to  conceal  thefe  tranfa^tions,  fo  difgraceful  to  human  na- 
ture, and  fo  difhonourable  to  the  managers  of  the  Com- 
pany in  India,  and  which  had  the  effedl  to  render  the 
very  name  of  Englifhmen  deteiled  and  abhorred  by  all 
the  country  powers. 

la  a  preceding  part  of  this  chapter  we  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  Eall  India  Company's  picking  a  quarrel 
with  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  which  ended  in  the  Rajah's 
final  overthrow  and  depolition.  It  will  no  v  be  ne-  Rcvoluti- 
ceffary  to  take  notice  of  a  very  extraordinary  tranf-"^^^ 
iftion,  which  took  place  in  cojalequence  of  this  ini- 
quitous proceeding,  and  which  amounted  to  no  lefs  than 
3  revolution,  and  the  total  fubverfion  of  edablilhed 
government  in  our  principal  fettlement  on  the  coaft  of 
Cor  Oman  del. 

Vol.  VI.  K  k 
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CHAP.     It  feenw  to  be  pretty  well  cftabliflied,  that  Mahoro- 
^"^'^'    med  All  Cawn,  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  had,  through  the 
'^TJ^J^  prote^ioa  and  alliance  of  the  Eaft  India  Company ,  grown 
Intrigues   to  very  great  power,  and,  it  is  farther  faid,  to  an  un- 
of  Ma-     controuled  influence,  not  only  over  the  natives,  but  by 
AlTSwn.  various  management  over  the  Britifh  fettiements  alfa 
He  had  formed  a  confiderable  army  on  the  European 
model,  who  were  officered  mofUy  by  Englifh ;  and  bad, 
in  general,  conducted  himfelf  with  fuch  prudence  and 
ability,  as  to  fupport  himfelf  in  a  higher  ftiie  of  dig- 
nity  than  moil  of  thofe  magiftrates  who  fet  up   for  a 
lort  of  independent  powers  on  the  decline  of  the  Mo- 
gul empire,  and  who  were  aided  in  their  eftablifhmenc 
by  the  fortune  and  arms  of  the  Eaft  India  Company. 
To  his  ability  is  faid  to  be  joined  very  extenfive  views, 
and  a  very  afpiring  ambition. 

In  this  iituation,  and  in  poffeifion  of  the  power, 
'wealth,  and  qualities,  which  we  have  defcribed,  Ma> 
hommcd  Ali  Cawn  is  reprefented,  as  applying  them 
with  fuch  art  and  fuccefs,  that  he  obtained  an  over- 
ruling, if  not  boundlefs  influence  in  the  Engliih  coun- 
cils at  Madrafs.  If  fuch  was  his  defign,  he  certainly 
ihewed  himfelf  equal  to  the  purfuit ;  for  laying  by  the 
jealous  ftate  and  diftant  pride  of  an  eaftern  defpot,  h(f 
feemed  to  become,  as  nearly  as  it  could  poifibly  be  ad- 
mitted, an  inmate,  and  member  of  the  Britiih  com- 
munity at  that  fettlement,  making  the  outward  or  Black 
town,  as  it  is  called,  the  principal  feat  of  his  reiidence, 
where  his  palace  adjoined  to  the  walls  of  the  Engliih 
fortrefs  or  town.  By  thefe  means  he  is  faid  to  have 
been  in  conftant  pofleflion  of  every  tranfa(^ion  that  paf- 
fed,  and  even  of  every  propofal  or  defign  that  origi- 
nated in  that  fettlement. 

But  whatever  foundation  there  may  be  for  the  charge 
or  fuppofition  of  this  prince's  polTefling  an  undue  in- 
fluence at  Madrafs,  it  is  certain  that  the  expedition 
againft  Tanjore,  and  the  cruel  treatment  of  the  King 
or  Rajah,  being  a  joint  enterprife  undertaken  by  the 
Company's  forces  in  that  prefidency  with  the  Nabob's, 
afforded  too  much  colour  to  fuch  an  opinion,  and  un- 
happily contributed  its  full  ftiare,  along  with  other 
eaitern  exorbitances,  deeply  to  aifedt  our  national  cha- 
rat^er  both  in  Europe  and  Alia. 

The  account  of  this  tranfaflion,  with  all  the  cir- 
cumiiances  of  the  conqueft,  fpoil,  and  ruin  of  a  friend 
and  ally,  in  fo  unexampled  a  manner,  excited  the 
grcateft  indignation  in  the  Company  when  it  arrived  in 
England.    Nor  were  they  without  apprehenCons  for 
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the  fecurity  of  their  fettlements  on  the  coaft  when  they  CHAP, 
confidered  the  boldnefs  of  defign,  promptnefs  of  ex-    ^^'^• 
ecotion,  and  apparent  indifference  as  to  their  liking  or  ^^TrTTT' 

refcntmenr,  which  diftinguifhed  this  enterprife.  That 
vifible  afcendency  over  the  counfels  and  anions  of  their 
fcrvants,  of  which  the  Nabob  had  now  given  fo  dan- 
gerous a  proof,  was  ftiil  more  alarming  than  any  other 
circnmftance. 

Nor  was  his  conduft  in  other  refpefts,  both  then  and 
after,  wholly  without  fufpions.  Among  other  inftan- 
ces  which  did  not  carry  the  mod  pleating  appearance, 
he  removed  his  elde(\  fon,  a  prince  of  a  mild  difpolition, 
from  all  power,  and  from  the  command  of  his  army,  and 
placed  it  in  the  hands  of  his  fecond  fon,  a  young  man 
who  is  reprefentcd  as  violent  in  his  temper,  and  pofTef*- 
fed  of  ability,  with  a  ftrong  fpirit  of  enterprife. 

This  violent  depofition  of  the  king  of  Tanjore,  with 
all  its  circumftances,  was  fo  contrary  to  the  policy  of 
the  Company,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  its  orders,  that  it 
was  immediately  determined  to  reftore  him  to  his  do- 
mitrtons.  But  the  manner  of  carrying  this  defign  into 
execvcion  required  fome  confideration.  It  was  not  to 
be  committed  into  the  hands  of  thofe  fervants  who  had 
'  already  fet  their  feals  upon  the  outrage  and  wrong ; 
and  who,  if  other  motives  did  not  even  prevail,  could 
fcarccly  now  retraft  from  that  decided  part  which  they 
bd  already  taken,  and  in  which  it  was  thought  they 
had  h  vaft  a  pledge  of  intcreft*  The  Company  was  far 
from  wilhing  to  fall  out  with  the  Nabob,  if  it  could  be 
avoided;  nor  were^they  difpofed  to  urge  matters  to.<iny 
extremity  with  their  fervants  for  what  was  palt.  The 
reftoration  was  determined,  as  an  ad  equally  neceflary 
from  the  motives  of  juftice,  public  opinion,  and  good 
policy  ;  but  they  wifflxed  that  all  previous  matters  rela- 
tive to  it  ihould  reil  in  oblivion,  without  further  cen- 
furc  or  inquiry. 

It  was  therefore  neceflary  to  fend  fome  perfon  out  as  Lord  PU 
governor  and  prefident  of  Madrafs,  who  Ihould  carry  8"^  ^^^ 
full  powers  for  the  execution  of  this  difficult  and  deli-  ftorc^'thc 
tate  commiifion  ;  and  it  was  equally  neceflary,  that  the  Rajah  of 
perfon  fo  fent  Ihould,  befides  the  moft  unincorruptible  Tanjore, 
integrity,  poflefs  a  degree  of  weight  and  perfonal  con- 
fequcnce,  fufficient  to  imprefs  a  due  fenfe  of  refpeft  on 
the  Nabob,  and   to  awe  any  fadlions  that  prevailed  ^ 

among  their  own  fervants. 

Lord  Pigot  was  therefore  very  properly  fixed  on  as 
anfwering  thefc  ideas  more  fully  than  any  other  perfon 
tbt  could  be  thought  of,  and  as  calculated^  in  an  ex^ 
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C  H  A  P.  traordinary  degree,  to  give  cfFeft  to  all  the  piirpofes  of 
XXIX.   jjjg  Company.  His  brave  defence  of  Madrafs  had  given 

^"^7^7^  the  firft  effe^ual  check  to  the  views  of  the  French  in 
the  Eaft,  and  the  firft  turn  to  fortune  in  our  favour. 
To  him  the  Company  were,  perhaps,  indebted  for  their 
now  holding  a  tingle  poiTeiFion  in  India ;  and  to  him  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot  was  undoubtedly  indebted  for  his  pre- 
fent  exalted  fortune.  His  civil  government  had  been 
as  celebrated  as  his  military  exploits ;  and  his  private 
charader  had  procured  him  a  very  extenfive  Ihare  of 
cftcem. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Nabob,  with  great  forefight 
and  art,  was  providing  for  every  poflible,  as  well  as 
cxpeded,  confequence  of  the  Tanjore  bulinefs.  The 
long  interval  that  neceffarily  elapfed  before  the  arrival 
of  Lord  Pigot  in  his  government,  afforded  a  full  fcope 
for  the  exercife  of  his  ability  in  intrigue.  Although 
the  part  which  they  had  already  taken  would  neceffari- 
ly influence  the  conduft  of  the  Englilh  preiidency,  in 
wifhing  or  endeavouring  to  fupport  or  confirm  their 
own  former  aft,  he  thought  it,  however,  prudent  to 
intereft  them  ftill  more  deeply  in  the  roeafure  of  fc- 
euring  to  him  in  perpetuity  the  poffeffion  of  the  king- 
dom of  Tanjore.  He  accordingly  borrowed  vaft  funis 
of  money  froni  feveral  members  of  the  council,  and 
fome  others,  whofe  weight  and  influence  he  thought 
might  be  neceffary  towards  the  completion  of  his 
fcheme ;  and  is  faid  direftly  or  indiredly,  to  have  mort- 
gaged the  revenues  of  Tanjore  to  them,  as  a  fecurity 
both  for  the  principal  and  for  a  prodigious  intereft  arifmg 
on  it,  which  amounted  annually  to  near  one  third  of  the 
original  debt.  To  provide  again  ft  the  worft  that  might 
happen,  betides  the  pillage  of  the  Rajah's  treafures  and 
perlonal  effeds,  and  the  feizure  of  his  revenues,  the 
country  was  ftripped  as  bare  as  it  could  poffibly  admit, 
without  the  total  ruin  of  the  people,  and  the  im- 
mediate deftruftion  of  their  agriculture  and  commerce. 
Lord  Pigot  arrived  at  Madrafs  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1775 ;  fome  weeks  after  which,  he  communi- 
cated to  the  Nabob  the  order  of  the  Company  for  the 
reftoration  of  the  king  of  Tanjore.  The  Nabob  in- 
fifted  upon  what  be  called  his  right  to  Tanjore,  by  the 
laws  of  India,  and  by  treaties  with  the  Company. 
His  reprefentations  had  no  effed.  His  Lordlhip  con- 
fidered  himfclf  as  commiffioned  to  reftore  the  Rajah, 
and  accordingly  he  went  to  Tanjore  the  beginning  of 
April  1776. 
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Upon  his  return  to  Fort  St  George,  the  majority  of  C  H  a  P, 
the  council  difapproved  of  his  proceedings  at  Tanjore.  ^^^  " 
They  reprefented  to  his  Lordfhip,  that  fuch  a  meafure  ^"^^Xj^ 
would  be  entirely  repugnant  to  the  intereft  of  the  Com- 
pany ;  that  the  direftors,  being  at  a  great  diltance, 
could  not  be  fo  able  to  judge  as  the  council,  who  were 
on  the  fpot ;  that  fince  the  laft  difpatches  to  England, 
there  had  been  many  revolutions ;  and,  from  the  iheh 
appearance  of  things,  they  did  not  fuppofe  it  would  be 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Company  to  reftore  the  king  of 
Tanjore  to  the  throne.  But  the  plain  truth  was,  feven 
of  the  council  had  lent  large  fums  of  money  on  their 
own  account,  for  which,  it  is  faid,  Tanjore  was  pledg- 
ed to  them  as  a  fecurity  ;  they  knew,  therefore,  that  if 
Tanjore  was  reftorcd  to  its  former  king,  they  (hould, 
lofe  that  fecurity ;  and  they  had  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
from  the  known  cunning  of  the  Nabob,  that  the  money 
borrowed  would  be  in  the  fame  predicament. 

Lord  Pigot  finding  how  matters  ftood,  and  that 
feven  to  four* of  the  members  of  the  council  were 
againft  him,  had  recourfe  to  ftratagem  to  obtain  a  ma- 
jority. At  a  meeting  of  the  council  in  the  abfcence  of 
Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  commander  in  chief  of  the  Com^ 
pany's  forces,  his  Lordlhip  told  Meff.  Stratton  and 
Brooke,  two  of  his  moft  violent  opponents,  that  having 
fomething  to  propofe  with  refpect  to  them,  he  thought 
that  in  decency  they  Ihould  withdraw.  Upon  quitting 
the  council-chamber,  he  moved  ^ov fuj^cnding  them;  and 
earned  the  motion  by  his  own  calting  vote ;  at  the 
lame  time  orders  were  iffued  for  putting  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher,  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces,  under 
arreft. 

A  violent  outcry  was  immediately  raifed  by  the  fe-  Dcpofiti- 
eluded  members  againft  this  atT:,  as  tending  to  give  the  ^^^  '"* 
governor  an  arbitrary  power,  by  the  annihilation  of  themcni  of 
council  appointed  to  amft  or  to  controul  him.     But  they  Lord  Pi- 
were  refolved  not  to  rely  on  argument  or  debate,  or  to  ^^' 
wait  the  decifion  of  the  Company  on  the  controverted 
point.     They  formed,  with  great  fecrecy,  a  plot   for 
fecuring  the  perfon  of  the  prefident,  and  for  efFefting 
a  revolution  in  the  fettlement  which  ihould  put  the 

♦  The  feven  members  of  council  in  oppofition  to  Lord 
Pigot  were,  George  Stratton,  Henry  Brooke,  Efqs. ;  Sir 
Robert  Fletcher,  Charles  Floyer,  Archdale  Palmer,  Francis 
Jourdain,  and  George  Mackay,  Efqs. ;— for  him,  Cland 
Ruflel,  Alexander  Dalrymple,  John  Maxwell  Stone,  and 
Richard  Lathom,  Efqs. 
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CHAP,  power  entirely  into  their  own  hands.  In  confeqoehce  of 
^^'^'    the  arreit    laid    upon    Sir  Robert  Fletcher,    Colonel 
^:^  Stuart  of  courfe  fucceeded  to  the  immediate  command 
of  the   forces.     Though  this  gentleman    was  in  the 
highcft  ftate  of  intimacy  and  apparent  friendlhip  with 
the  governor,  he  notwithftanding  entered  deeply   into 
'  the  views  of  the  fufpended  members  and  their  power- 
ful adherents,  who  had  altogether  formed  the  above< 
mentioned  fcheme,  under  the  inAigation  and  diredlion, 
as  it  is  faid,  of  the  Nabob  and  his  fon,  for  violently 
feizing  Lord  Pigot's  perfon,  and  depofmg  him  with 
equal  violence  from  his  government. 

The  throwing  of  the  whole  Britifli  military  weight 
into  the  fame  fcale  with  the  Nabob,  his  fon,  army,  and 
a  majority  of  the  civil  power,  rendered  the  fate  of 
the  governor  inevitable.  To  carry  the  plot  into  ex- 
ecution, it  was  neceffary  to  induce  him  tp  go  out  of  the 
garrifon,  as  any  military  violence  offered  to  his  perfon 
within  the  precin^s  of  the  fortrefs,  would  involve  the 
adlors  in  the  fevere  penalties  of  the  mutiny-laws.  The 
Colonel,  well  aware  of  this  circumftance,  with  un- 
common addrefs,  inveigled  him  to  quit  that  fituatioa 
which  could  alone  afford  him  protection  and  fecurity. 
Having  paffed  the  fore  part  of  the  day  (Auguft  24, 
1776)  with  Lord  Pigot  on  the  moft  friendly  terms,  the 
excellive  heat  of  the  weather  afforded  an  opportunity 
in  the  evening,*  for  perftiading  him  to  go  for  the  night 
to  a  villa,  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  the  governors, 
whither,  as  an  inducement,  the  Colonel  invited  him- 
felf  to  accompany  him. 

When  the  chaife  was  got  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
fort.  Colonel  Edington,  the  adjutant-general,  came 
running  towards  them ;  and  when  he  approached  the 
horfes  heads,  he  waved  his  drawn  fword,  and  called 
out,  "  Sepoys !"  when  a  party  came  from  the  other 
fide,  and  Captain  Lyfaught  cam6  up  to  the  chaife  with 
a  piftol  in  his  hand,  and  told  Lord  Pigot  he  was  his 
priibner.  Colonel  Stuart,  taking  his  Lordlhip  by  the 
arm,  faid  *^  Get  out."  Lord  Pigot  was  condudled  to 
Mr  Benfield's  poft  chaife,  which  was  ftanding  by  the 
road-fide.  An  orderly  lerjeant  came  out  of  it,  and  his 
Lordlhip  was  deiired  to  get  in.  Captain  Lyfaught 
followed  him  with  the  piflolin  his  hand,  and  conveyed 
his  Lordihip  to  the  Mount,  where  he  delivered  him  as 
a  prifoner  into  the  cullody  of  Major  Home,  who  com- 
manded the  artillery  cantoned  there.  Colonel  Stuart 
returned  to  the  fort,  and  declared  Mr  Stratton  to  be 
the  governor.     Immediately  after  alTuming  the  go- 
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vernment,  Mr  Stratton,  &c.  promifed  a  reward  in  pub-  CHAP, 
lie  orders  to  the  foidie'rs,  and  fent  an  order  to  Major  -^^'^' 
Home  under  their  hands,  that  in  cafe  of  any  attempt  ^^^X^^ 
being  made  to  refcue  Lord  Pigot,  his  Lordfhip's  life 
muft  anfwer  it :  and  a  few  days  after  Colonel  Eding- 
ton  was  fent  to  remove  his  Lordihip  at  midnight  from 
the  Mount,  he  would  not  tell  whither.  It  has  been 
faid,  Chinglaput  was  the  place  ;  but  there  are  good 
grounds  to  believe,  that  would  not  have  been  his 
Lordibip's  fate.  However,  Lord  Pigot  declared,  he 
would  not  truft  himfelf  with  a  traitor  ;  and  that  he 
would  not,  whilft  he  had  life,  be  removed  from  thence, 
but  to  his  own  fort,  or  his  Majeily's  fhip.  His  deter- 
mination, and  the  fenfe  the  men  feemed  to  have  of  his 
Lordibip's  (ituation,  induced  Major  Hprne  co  become 
feciirity  for  that  lime. — It  fmce  came  out  by  the  affida- 
vit of  Mr  Randal,  that  the  Nabob's  fecoiid  fon  had, 
before  this,  been  tampering  for  his  Lorddiip's  aflallina- 
tion.  This  vile  attempt,  however,  proved  unfuccefs- 
ful ;  as  it  appears  that  this  Lord  (hip,  though  ilill  kept  . 
luider  clofe  confinement,  furvived  about  nine  mouths 
after. 

In  March  1777,  his  Lordfliip  being  feized  with  a 
violent  bilious  diforder,  Dr  Paifiey,  his  phyllcian,  found 
it  neccflary,  from  the  heat  of  the  weather,  to  have  him 
removed  near  the  fea-Ode  ;  but  this  could  not  be  done 
without  alking  leave  of  thofe  who  had  unjulUy  deprived 
him  of  his  government.  At  lafl  his  Lordihip,  with 
difficulty,  permitted  Dr  Paifley  to  afk  leave  to  have  him 
removed  from  the  Mount,  to  the  Company's  Garderi- 
houfe.  Much  time  was  loll:  however,  he  was  brought 
there  at  laft;  but  ftill  under  a  guard.  His  difeafe, 
however,  had  by  this  time  gained  fuch  ftrength  as  to 
baffle  every  efforc  of  medicine  and  (kill.  When  he 
found  his  diflblution  approaching,  he  fettled  his  affairs, 
didated  a  letter  to  the  Company,  rcco'inmending  Mr 
Claud  Ruffell  as  the  fitteit  perfon  they  could  appoint 
to  this  government,  and  then  took  leave  of  all  his 
friends,  never  lofuig  the  calmnefs,  fortitude,  and  dig- 
nity, which  he  had  preferved  through  life. — To  fay, 
with  certainty,  that  his  Lordlliip's  death  wasoccalioned 
by  his  bad  treatment,  would  be  perhaps  going  too  f-ir  ; 
but  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  confinement  and 
anxiety  of  mind  which  he  fuffered,  were  the  firlt  caufes 
of  his  diforder. — His  Lordfliip  was  interred  the  day  he 
died  (Sunday  iiih  May  1777)  but  without  mihtary  hU  dcith. 
honours,  which  his  friends  did  not  chufe  to  afk  from 
tbofe  who  had  ufurped  the  power.     Befitlcv  the  Euro- 
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CHAP,  peans,  fixty  thoufand  black  people  attended  his  corpfe 
XXIX.  ^^  ^g  grave,  with  all  the  marks  of  grief  which  they 
"^JT^C^  ihow  for  a  parent :  for  his  Lordfliip's  generolity,  and 
regard  for  juftice,  had  gained  him  the  eileem  and  con- 
fidence of  the  natives  oflndoftan,  perhaps  more  than 
any  European's  had  done  before ;  and  during  his  ill* 
nefs,  vaft  crouds  of  people  of  all  cafts  reforted  daily  to 
their  mofques,  temples,  and  chapels,  to  oiFer  up  prayers 
for  his  recovery. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  confpirators  and  their  friends 
poflefled  themfelves,  under  a  courfe  of  legal  forms,  of 
all  the  powers  of  government ;  and  both  parties  fent 
expreiles  to  England,  the  one  to  arraign,  and  the  other 
to  fupport  and  julVify  the  late  proceedings.  Nor  was 
the  Nabob  idle,  unprepared,  or  liable  to  furprife.  He 
early  faw,  that  hisconqueft  of  Tanjore,  and  his  afcen- 
dency  at  Madrafs,  could  be  productive  of  no  laiting  ad- 
vantages, unlefs  he  could  eltablifh  fuch  a  powerful  in- 
tereA  in  England,  as  would  Aamp  upon  them  a  perma- 
nency and  real  value.  His  mind  was  comprehenfive 
enough  to  form  the  idea,  or  facile  enough  to  receive 
the  imprefiion  from  others,  of  turning  the  tables  for 
once  upon  Europe,  and  of  introducing  for  the  firit 
time  eaftern  intrigues  into  the  councils  and  politics  of 
the  weftern  world.  He  accordingly  very  prudently 
appointed  an  agent  or  miniiler  (a  Mr  Maclean)  to  ma- 
nage and  conduA  his  affairs  in  England,  and  who  was 
employed  likewife  on  bulinefs  of  importance  on  the  part 
of  the  Governor-general  of  Bengal. 

When  the  account  of  this  revolution  reached  Eng^ 
land,  it  could  not  but  excite  great  furprife  and  indigna- 
tion in  the  Company  in  general.     The  friends  of  the 
prefiding  fadlion  at  Madrafs,  and  of  the  Nabob,  were 
numerous  and  adive.     But  what  appeared   to   many 
more  furpriling,  the  weight  of  government  leaned  to 
that  iide. 
Rcfoiuti.       Upon  thefe  tranfai^ions  being  laid  before  the  proprie- 
ons  of  the  tors  at  their  quarterly  general  Court,  March  26,  1777, 
India        ^  refolution  was  agreed  upon,  and  confirmed  by  ballot, 
M4r,26.     ^y  *   majority  of  382  to   140,  recommending  to  the 
Court  of  Directors  to  take  the  moft  effeclual  meafures 
for  reitoring  Lerd  Pigot  to  the  government  of  Madrafs, 
and  for  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the  principal  aftors 
in  his  imprifonment. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  feveral  others 
were  foon  after  (April  11.)  paffed  in  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, by  which  Lord  Pigot  was  reftored  to  the  fuU 
e.\ercife  of  the  office  and  powers  from  which  he  had 
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been  degraded :  his  four  friends  who  had  been  eiefled  chap. 
fro.Q  the  Council  were  reinftated ;  a  refolution   was  v\r y^/ 
paffed,  that  fcvcn  members  of  the  Council,  including     \^^Cu 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces,  had  violently 
fubverted   the  government  by  a  military  force  :  thefe    , 
feven  members  were  accordingly  fufpended  from  the 
Company's  fervice,  and  cut  off  from  any  other  means  of 
restoration  than  the  immediate  a<fl  of  the  Diretflors* 
The  Court  of  Directors  alfo  pafled  a  vote  on  Lord  Pi- 
got's  condud,  which  they  declared  appeared  in  feveral 
ioftances  to  be  repreheniible. 

Thefe  refolutions,    however,   by   the  influence  ofandtloufc 
minlftry  and  the  Nabob,    were  foon  after  rendered  ^^ ^°™- 
nugatory,   or  rather   reverfed.     At  a  Court  of  Pro- JJ,°,y' ^ ^^ 
prietors,  held  April  23,  Sir  Herbert  Mackworth  mo-     1778* 
ved.  That  Lord  Pigot  be  immediately  ordered  home 
for  an  inquiry  into  his  condud ;  and  that  his  friends 
in  council,  as  well  as  thofe  who  oppofed  him,  be  like- 
wife  recalled.     Upon  a  baliat  the  numbers  were,  for 
the  recall  of  Lord  Pigot  and  the  council,  414 ;  againft 
the  recall  317.     The  lookers  on  ftood  artoniihed  at  this 
ftrange  revolution  in  the  opinions  and  orders  of  the 
Company. 

This  decifion  in  the  India-houfe  induced  Governor 
Johnfton  to  bring  the  affair  before  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. He  accordingly  moved  feveral  reiolutions ;  in 
general,  to  approve  of  the  conduct  of  Lord  Pigot  as 
governor,  and  to  annul  the  refolution  for  his  recall ;  in 
which  he  was  warmly  fupported  by  Oppolition,  and  as 
warmly  oppofed  by  miniltry.  The  motion,  however^ 
"Was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  90  to  67. 

It  being  now  determined  to  recall  both  Lord  Pigot 
and  the   council  of  Madrafs,  a  new   council  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Company  to  take  upon  them  the  govern- 
ment of  that  Prelidency.     Thefe   gentlemen   having 
arrived  at  Madrafs  fometime   in  autumn    1777,    Mr 
Whitehill,  as  oldell   counfeiier   on  the  fpot  named  in 
the  commiflion,  was  immediately  fainted   as  Governor 
by  the  garrlfon,  and  took  the  chair  accordingly.     The  Trial  of 
other  councellors  were  afterwards  fworn  in,  and  in  flan  t-  ^^^''* 
ly  proceeded  to  bufmcfs.  In  a  iliort  time  after  this  change  <^,.  ^i 
of  government  took  place,  the  coroner's  inqueft,  which  MaUraft. 
had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumltanccs  of 
Lord  Pigot's  death,  brought  in  their  verdi(!it,  IVilful 
Murder  againlt  Meff.  Stratton,  Brooke,  Palmer,  Jar- 
dine,   Mackay,  General  Stuart,    Colonel  Home,  and 
Captains  Lyfaught  and  Edington.     Upon  which  the 
Governor,  as  Lord  Chief  Juftlce,  gave  orders  to  the 
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^xxix^"  Sheriff  to  apprehend  them.     They  were  all  accordingly 
,^y-y^  piit  into  confinement ;  but  being  afterwards  tried,  were 
1779.     honnurably  acquitted, 

Thefe  gentlemen,  however,  were  not  allowed  to 
April  16.  S^^  ^ft  i'^  tl^is  manner.  Several  of  them  having  after- 
wards come  over  to  England,  the  ailair  was  again 
brought  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Admiral 
Pigor,  his  Lordihip's  brother.  On  this  occaiion,  while 
the  Admiral  Ihevved  the  greatel\  fympathy  in  defcribing 
the  lufferings  and  death  of  his  brother,  the  affections 
and  warmth  with  which  he  vindicated  his  condudi:  and 
charader,  and  Itated  his  uncommon  public  and  private 
virtues,  was  no  lefs  laudable.  On  that  ground,  to 
(hew  the  clear  uprighttiefs  and  immoveable  integrity  of 
the  late  lord,  he  Aated,  that  he  had  been  offered  ten 
lacks  of  pagoda's,  to  withhold,  only  for  a  ihort  given 
time,  the  reinftatement  of  the  King  of  Tanjore  ;  that 
upon  his  refiifal,  an  additional  offer  of  fiv«  lacks  more 
was  made  and  refufed  ;  the  whole  bribe,  amounting  in 
value  to  about  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  Engiiih 
iterling  money.  As  a  farther  proof  and  illultration  of 
this  cleannefs  of  hand  and  integrity  of  heart,  and  how 
far  the  late  lord  was  fuperior  to  that  general  corruption 
'which,  he  faid,  faps  the  whole  foundation  of  the  Com- 
pany's trade  and  government  at  Madrafs,  he  ihewed 
that  he  died  fo  little  enriched  by  his  then  government, 
that  his  fon-in-law,  Mr  Monck^on,  had  been  under  a 
^  neceffity  of  felling  all  his  houfes  and  effeds  in  India, 
in  order  to  difcharge  the  debts  which  he  had  contracted 
there.  -  And  yet,  faid  he,  what  was  the  return  he 
received  for  this  fingular  conduct?  for  having  no  fingle 
objcd  in  view  while  he  was  in  India  but  the  intcrefts 
of  the  Company,  and  a  punctual  compliance,  at  all 
hazards,  with  their  infUnid ions?  His  per fonal  freedom 
was  violently  and  difgraccfully  invaded ;  and  after  he 
had  been  firit  deprived  of  his  liberty,  and  that  his  life 
fecmed  for  many  months  to  have  been  fufpended  only 
by  a  fingle  hair,  he  was  at  length  deprived  of  that  alio 
— Would  any  man  pretend  to  fay  how.^ 

Ahhough  the  countenance  of  the  committee  did  not 
fceni  to  indicate  any  doubt,  with  refpecl  to  the  fafts  or 
circuinrtances  relating  to  the  late  tranfa<Stions  at  Ma  J- 
rafs,  the  admiral  delired  leave  to  call  a  fingle  but  ef- 
fcntial  evidence  to  the  bar,  in  order  to  afford  a  clear 
denionftration  of  the  glaring  attempts  which  were  made 
to  influence  and  corrupt  the  Council,  and  to  bring  them 
over  to  fupport  the  Nabob  in  his  defigns,  in  dired  op- 
poCition  to  the  orders,  as  well  aa  to  the  intentions,  of 
the  Company. 
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The  gentleman  brought  forward  upon  this  occafion,  C  H  A  P. 
was  a  Mr  Dawfon,  who  was  one  of  the  council  of  Mad-  y^^^^ 
rafs,  previous  to,  and  during  the  time  of  the  revolution  ^^iT^ 
in  that  government.  His  evidence  went  direftly  to 
perfooal  applications  made  to  him  at  different  times  by 
the  Nabob's  fon  ;  and,  as  he  under Itood  and  prefumed, 
on  the  part  of  his  father.  That  on  one  of  thefe  oc- 
cadons,  he  had  been  offered  by  him  a  fpecific  bribe, 
amounting  to  a  confidcrable  fum  of  money,  only  for 
flaying  away  for  one  particular  day  from  the  council, 
on  which  a  queftion  of  confequencc  relative  toTanjore 
was  to  be  agitated.  And,  that  the  commahder  in 
chief  of  the  forces,  who  was  likewife  high  in  the 
council,  had  advifed  him  to  abfent  himfelf  on  that  day, 
as  was  defired.  He  declared  pofitively,  that  the  fum 
©ffered  was  a  lack  of  pagodas,  {about  40,000!.) 

The  admiral  then  moved  for  an  addrefs,  "  Praying 
his  iVlajefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
give  directions  to  his  attorney-general,  to  profecute 
George  Stratton,  Henry  Brooke,  Charles  Floyer,  and 
George  Mackay,  Efqs. ;  for  ordering  their  governor 
and  commander  in  chief,  George  Lord  Pigot,  to  be  ar- 
reted and  confined  under  a  milicary  force ;  they  being 
returned  to  England,  and  now  within  the  jurifdiclion 
of  his  Majefty's  courts  of  Weflminfter  Hall.*'^ 

Mr  Stratton,  who  was,  at  this  critical  inflant  of  time, 
perfonaliy  prefent  in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  attempted  a  vindication  of  his  con- 
duct, as  well  as  that  of  his  colleagues;  but  without  ef- 
feft ;  the  motion  being  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

The  trial  came  on  before  Lord  Mansfield  in  the  Court  Trial  in 
of  King's  Bench,  on   the  20th  December  following,  ^"fi'^"^' 
when  the  Jury,  after  withdrawing  a  quarter  of  an  hour,jj^'J'^^^ 
found  the  defendants  guilty ;  in  confequcnce  of  which 
they  were  adjudged  by  the  Court  to  pay  a  fine  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  each. 

We  muft  again  return  to  India. 
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CHAP.      XXX. 


Ri/e  of  the  war  in  tie  Eafi  Indie s-^-Hyder  Jlly  and  Mar 
rattas  inimical  to  Britain — General  Lejlics  expeditim 
and  death— He  isfucceeded  hy  Colonel  Goddard— Treaty 
-with  Moodajee  Boojla,  Raja  of  Berar—lnfuccefsful 
expedition  from  Bombay — Treaty  of  JVorgaum — Colonel 
Goddard^sprogrefs  and  fuccefs — M a hratt as  offended— 
General  league  againft  Britain — Goddard*s  treaty  with 
Futty  Sing — Takes  Ahmedabad — Defeats  Sindia — Fort 
Gualler  reduced — Treaty  with  Bazalet  Jung  for  the 
Guntoor  Circar — Hyder  Ally  prepares  for  war — In- 
attention of  the  Prefidency  at  Madrafs^  and  of  the  Nabob 
ofArcot. 


^xxx^  T^^^  fuccefs  which  attended  the  Britifh  arms  ill 
JL  ^^^  y^^r  177^1  by  the  taking  of  Pondicherry, 
and  the  entire  redudipn  of  all  the  French  fettknients 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  feemed,  along  with  the 
powerful  armies  in  the  hands  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, and  the  naval  force  defined  to  their  fupport 
under  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  fully  fufficient,  not  only 
to  fecure  their  prefent  tranquillity,  but  to  lay  fuch  a 
foundation  of  flrength  and  profperity  as  could  not 
f  afily  be  fliaken.  It  was  accordingly  hoped  at  home, 
and  afforded  no  fmall  confoiation  in  the  moft  alarming 
fituation  which  we  had  ever  yet  experienced,  that  i 
however  Great  Britain  might  have  been  overborne  in 
that  very  unequal  conteft  which  flie  was  doomed  to 
^  "     .  in  every  other  quarter  of  the  globe,  yet  that 
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her  dominion  and  commerce  in  the  eaft,  being  happily  CHAP. 
free  from  the  contingencies  of    war,    ftill   remained 
whole  and  unimpaired,  and  might  prove  an  unfailing  ^"^^^^^^^ 
fource  of  wealth  and  of  ftrength  in  the   worrt  event, 
capable  of  balancing  the  lofs  of  America,  which  had 
long  been  looked  upon  as  inevitable. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  hopes,  however,  the  nation 
was  fuddenly  ftruck  with  aitonilhment  and  conAema- 
tion  on  hearing,  that  a  fudden  revolution  had  fo  foon 
after  taken  place,  and  that  the  Britiih  name  was  even 
in  4anger  of  being  extinguiihed  in  the  eaft ;  and  though 
the  affairs  of  India  naturally  became  fubjecls  of  parlia- 
mentary difcuflion  in  confequence  of  this  intelligence, 
fucb  was  the  extreme  perplexity  and  obfcurity  in  which 
matters  were  involved,  that  the  original  caufc  of  the 
diflurbances  ftill  remained  in  a  great  mealure  inexpli- 
cable. 

In  tracing  thofe  tranfadions  and  events  upon  the 
fpot,  which  led  to  fo  alarming  and  unexpeded  a  change 
in  the  Britifli  affairs,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  take  a  re- 
trofpedive,  as  well  as  immediate  view  of  affairs  in  In- 
dia. 

After  the  expulfion  of  the'  French,  the  Mahrattas  Account 
and  Hyder  Ally  were  the  only  enemies  the  Britiih  J^^'^gE^ft 
had  to  dread.  The  one  was  the  more  powerful  j  and  indies, 
the  other,  from  his  great  perfonal  abilities  and  qualities, 
capable  of  Joeing  the  moft  dangerous  enemy.  The  for- 
mer were  the  only  nation  of  India  who  had  refufcd  to 
fubmit  to  the  Mahommedan  yt>ke,  though  the  great 
power  of  the  enemy  had  obliged  them  to  take  refuge  in 
the  leaft  acceflible  and  mof^  mountainous  parts  of  the 
country.  Here  they  had  refilled  the  efforts  of  Aureng- 
zebe  in  a  manner  which  would  have  afforded  a  fplendid 
portion  of  hiftory,  had  it  happened  in  other  parts  of  the 
globe.  The  natureof  their  country  rendered  itincapableof 
fublifting  them  by  means  of  agriculture,  and  their  mar- 
tial difpoficion  rendered  them  very  little  inclinable  to 
the  art.  Hence  the  rich  and  fertile  regions  of  the  Mo- 
gul were  compelled  in  their  turns  to  fupply  all  the  ne- 
ceffities  of  the  Mahrattas,  who  never  failed  to  make 
incurdons  when  they  found  themfelves  ftraitened  for 
fubfrftence.  On  the  decline  of  the  Mogul  empire,  that 
of  the  Mahrattas  became  the  moft  conliderable  in  all 
India :  their  revenues  were  computed  at  no  lefs  than 
feventeen  millions,  and  their  cavalry  amounted  to  three 
or  four  hundred  thoufand  ;  though,  as  ufual  with  un- 
civilized people,  this  great  power  was  much  weakened 
by  being  divided  among  a  great  number  of  petty  princes. 
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C  HAP.  All  of  them,  indeed,  acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of 
^^^'    a  prince  called  the  Ram  Rajah;  but  as  their  depend- 

^"^'*^'^^  ence  upon  him  Tefembled  that  of  the  ancient  European 
barons  on  their  princes,  the  iover<:ign  was  obeyed  only 
when  they  thought  he  was  in  a  condition  to  enforce  his 
power. 

Some  time  before  the  period  in  which  the  Britifli  af- 
fairs came  to  be  concerned,  one  Nana-llow,  prime  mi- 
niiter  of  the  Ram-Rajah,  taking  advantage  of  the  in- 
fancy of  his  prince,  fcixed  the  reins  of  govcrninenc;^ 
but  as  he  was  a  bramin,  and  Icrupulous  of  (hedding 
blood,  he  was  contented  to  enjoy  the  power,  withottc 
contending  for  the  titles  and  iplcndour  of  the  throne. 
The  young  prince  was  kept  in  a  fort  of  prifon,  having 
all  the  appearance  of  royalty,  but  without  being  allow- 
ed to  interfere  in  public  aiiairs.  The  leat  of  govern- 
ment was  removed  from  its  ancient  place  named  Sitte- 
rahtoPoonah;  and  Nana-Row,  as  well  as  his  fuccef- 
fors,  feem  Aill  to  have  pretended  obedience  to  the  Ram- 
Rajah,  as  they  afliimed  only  the  title  of  Pai/hjja^  or 
prime  miniver  ;  whence  their  government  obtL4ined  the 
name  of  the  Palj7:nva/f:if^  or  the  GoverTtment  of  Foonah^ 
from  the  name  of  the  new  capital. 

For  fome  rime,  this  government  of  minifters  feeraed 
to  go  on  very  well,  and  the  empire  to  loofe  nothing  of 
i:s  former  fj)lendour  ;  but  the  diU'entions  which  after- 
wards took  place  afforded  opportunity  to  Hydcr  Ally, 
from  being  only  a  Ibldicr  of  fortune,  to  aggrandife 
himfeltina  very  extraordinary  manner. 

This  new  p;uvernmcnt  having  become  hereditary  in 
the  family  of  the  miniiler,  after  the  death  of  Nana-Row, 
it  devolved  on  Madia-Row,  his  eldeft  fon,  w  ho  died 
without  iiTue.  Their  uncle  Ragonaut-Row,  or  Raga- 
boy,  as  he  was  otherwife  called,  had,  for  fome  years^ 
been  clofely  confined  on  account  of  his  cabals  againfl 
the  government.  jVIadai-Row,  fuppofing  that  gratitude 
might  tnore  powerfully  influence  him  than  fear  or  op- 
prt-iiion,  and  dreading  his  crafty  and  intriguing  fpirit, 
rcleafcd  Ragonaut  before  he  died,  and,  in  the  molt  fo- 
Icmn  manner,  recommended  to  him  his  younger  bro- 
ther Narrain-Row,  on  whom  the  fucceifjon  next  de- 
volved, joining  their  hands  himfeif  while  dying,  and 
adjuring  Ragonaut  to  affift  him  with  his  counfel  and 
advice.  This  the  perfidious  Ragonaut  folemnly  fwore 
to  perform,  and  in  lefs  than  a  year  afterwards  procured 
the  airaifination  of  his  nephew,  in  hopes  of  fecuring  the 
Paiihwaf})ip  in  his  own  family.  His  treachery  however, 
met  with  part  of  its  merited  reward  :  the  Mahrattas, 
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enraged  a.  fuch  a  perfidious  aAion,  drove  him  from  th«  CHAP. 


country,  arid  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  in  Bombay.     ^^'  * 


Here  to  the  difgrace  of  the  Britilh  nation,  he  was  pro- 
tected, and  intrigues  and  plots  carried  on  to  force  him 
into  the  government  againft  the  will  of  the  people, 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  all  thofe  wars  and  troubles 
which  afterwards  took  place  between  the  Englifti  and 
the  Mahrattas. 

Before  entering  upon  this  fubjefl  particularly,  it  will  Mahratta 
be  proper  to  fay  Ibmething  concerning  the  manners,  "^*'*I^J^ 
and  method  of  making  war,  of  the  Mahrattas  and  fome  war. 
other  Indian  nations.  Notwithftanding  their  inteftine 
divilions,  the  Poonah  Mahrattas  are  ilill  powerful, 
and  their  dominions  of  a  great  extent.  Their  armies 
are  very  numerous,  and  are  conipofed  almoin  entirely 
4  of  cavalry.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  fuch  vait 
muhirudes  as  the  Aliatic  armies  frequently  conliil  of, 
efpecialiy  with  fo  large  a  proportion  of  cavalry,  can 
be  fnbfiiled  ;  as  every  horfeman  has  two  (ervants,  ons 
to  take  tare  of  his  horfe,  the  oihcr  to  procure  him 
forage;  and  all  thf-fe  are  not  only  accoinpanied  with 
their  wives  and  children,  hut  there  always  follows  the 
camp  a  moveable  town  of  Ihops,  where  every  thing  is 
tobe  ibid  as  in  their  cities;  I'ouie  hundreds  of  elephants, 
forftatc  only  5  and  a  train  of  women  (with  their  num- 
bcrlefs  r;:tinues)  belonging  to  the  prince  and  the  great 
officers. 

To  provide  for  all  thefe,  the  whole  country  is  put  in 
motion;  and  the  ih'ictefl  orders  are  given  for  all  provi- 
fions  to  be  brought  into  the  camp ;  by  which  means,  all  , 

the  cities  far  and  near  are  exhaulled,  but  the  camp  for 
the  moit  part  is  plentifully  fupplied. 

The  forage  is  procured  in  the  fallowing  manner: 
Every  horieman  is  allowed  a  man  for  the  purpofe  of 
cutting  turf,  and  walhing  the  roots  of  it,  which  they 
coufider  as  more  hearty  food  for  a  horfe  than  grals.  A 
Ihower  of  rain,  in  this  country,  produces  a  freih  crop 
ia  a  few  days;  or  if  the  weutiier  continue  dry,  they 
remove  to  other  ground.  Sometime!?  .they  feed  thele 
animals  with  rice,  or  the  ofllil  of  meat,  boiled  to  rags, 
mixed  with  butter  and  fome  fort  of  grain;  and  at  times 
ihi*y  give  them  opium,  vvhicli  at  once  damps  their  ap- 
peutcs,  and  inures  them  to  bear  fatigues. 

Many  of  the  Indians  ab*.:ain  from  every  kind  of  ani- 
mal food;  living  chiefiy,  if  not  vi  holly,  upon  rice;  and 
they  have^fo  great  a  veneration  for  cows,  that  they  are 
prohibited  by  their  religion  from  killing  any  of  that 
fpeciesj  fo  that,  there  generally  is  a  fuiiicieut  fupply 
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CH  A  P. of  beef  for  the  Mahommedan  foldiery,  and  thcfmall 

proportion  of  Europeans. 
^'"^^^^  The  Afia tics  have  an  invincible  dread  of  fire-arms; 
the  true  caufe  of  which  lies  in  the  inexperience  of  their 
leading  men,  >vho  never  underitood  the  advantages  of 
difcipline,  and  who  have  kept  their  infantry  upon  too 
low  a  footing.  Their  cavalry,  though  not  backward 
to  engage  with  fabres,  are  extremly  unwilling  to  bring 
their  horfes  within  the  reach  of  guns;  fo  that  they 
do  not  decline  an  engagement  fo  much  through  fear  for 
their  lives,  as  for  their  fortunes,  which  are  sdl  laid  out 
in  the  horfes  they  ride  upon. 

Such  of  the  natives,  however,  as  have  been  difci- 
plined  and  encouraged  by  Europeans,  and  formed  into 
a  regular  infantry,  under  officers  of  their  own,  and  ge- 
nerally known  by  the  name  of  Sepoys,  or  Cipayes,  have  • 
familiarized  themfelves  to  fire-arms,  and  behave  well 
behind  walls;  and  when^we  give  them  ferjeants  to  lead 
them  on,  they  do  not  make  a  very  contemptiye  figure 
in  the  field. 

Nothing  is  fo  ruinous  to  the  military  affairs  of  the 
natives  of  Indoilan  as  their  falfe  notions  of  artillery : 
they  are  terrified  with  that  of  the  enemy,  and  put  a 
foolifti  confidence  in  their  own;  placing  their  chief 
dependence  on  the  largeA  pieces,  which  they  nmther 
know  how  to  manage  nor  move.  They  give  them 
pompous  and  founding  names,  as  the  Italians  do  their 
guns,  and  have  fome  pieces  which  carry  a  ball  of 
feventy  pounds.  When  we  march  round  them  with 
our  light  field  pieces,  and  make  it  neceffary  to  move 
thofe  enormous  weights,  their  bullocks,  which  are 
at  bcft  very  untraclable,  if  a  fliot  comes  among  them, 
arc  quite  ungovernable ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  are 
fo  ill  harneffed,  that  it  occaiions  no  fmall  delay  to  free 
the  reil  from  any  one  that  ihall  happen  to  be  unruly  or 
flain. 

But  what  is  the  greateft  obftacle  of  all  to  their  be- 
coming a  military  people,  is,  that  thofe  who  have  once 
had  fuch  fuccefs  in  the  field  as  to  obtain  the  name  of 
Fortunate,  being  thereby  confidered  as  invincible,  and 
confequently  unmoleAed  for  a  time,  are  willing  to 
fave  the  needlefs  expence  of  an  army.  For  this  reafon, 
there  are  few  veterans,  and  moft  of  their  armies  confift 
of  an  affemblage  of  various 'people  hailily  brought  to^ 
gether  from  different  parts ;  fo  that  there  can  be  no 
fuch  thing  as  difcipline ;  without  which,  numbers  ^rc 
but  an  impediment,  and  bravery  ineffeftual.  Although 
they  have  fo  feverely  fuffered,  by  being  furprifed  in 
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the  night  by  the  Europeans,  yet  they  can  never  be  C  H  a  P. 
brought  to  eftablifli  either  order  or  vigilance  in  their    ^^^' 
camp;  and  when  ihey  have  a6^ed  with  us  as  allies, the  ^'^^^^^ 
mort  earn  eft  remonftrance  could  never  prevail  with  them 
tobe  fafficiently  upon  their  guard  when  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  French,  or  to  quit  their  ground  in 
the  morning  to  co-operate  with  us  in  furpriiing  the 
enemy. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  every  man  cats  an  in- 
conceivable quantity  of  rice,  and  many  take  after  it 
feme  kind  of  foporific  drugs;  io  that  about  midnight 
the  whole  army  is  in  a  dead  flcep.  The  confequencc  of 
thefe  habits  is  obvious?  and  yet  it  would  appear  a  Ihnnge 
propofition  to  an  eaftern  Monarch  to  endeavour  to  per- 
fuade  hiin,  that  the  iecurity  of  his  throne  depended 
•  upon  the  regulation  of  the  meals  of  a  common  loldier; 
much  lefs  would  he  be  prevailed  on  to  rcftrain  him  in 
the  ufe  of  the  opiAim,  which  he  fuppofes  is  to  warm  his 
blood  foradUon,  and  animate  his  Ibul  with  heroifm. 
It  muft  fill  the  mind  of  an  European  foldier  at  once 
with  compaflion  and  contempt,  to  fee  a  heap  of  thefe 
poor  creatures,  folely  animated  by  a  momentary  in- 
toxication, crowded  into  a  breach,  and  both  in  their 
garb  and  impotent  fury  rcfembling  a  mob  of  frantic 
women,  falling  like  Ihcep  or  oxen  brought  to  the 
Daughter. 

Notwithftanding  all  this,  there  is  no  charaifler  which 
tbeEaft  Indian  natives  feem  to  regard  more  than  that 
of  a  warrior,  though  neither  nature,  habit,  their  diet,  nor 
their  drefs,  are  any  wife  proper  to  qualify  them  for  it* 
In  cfFe*^,  they  are,  generally  fpeaking,  an  indolent  peo- 
ple, equally  averfe  to  labour  and  to  military  difcipline; 
either  wedded  to  their  own  particular  opinions,  or  en- 
fiaved  to  the  cuftoms  of  their  anceftors.  Though  their 
armies  are  both  numerous  and  powerful,  they  are  fub- 
jecl  to  the  difadvantages  naturally  incident  to  cavalry 
when  acting  fin gly,  and  being  conftituted  on  the  fame 
principles  with  the  ancient  feudal  armies  of  Europe, 
they  are  likewife  liable  to  all  the  difadvantages  of  that 
fyftera.  Though  they  rufli  into  the  field  at  the  com- 
mand of  their  princes,  and  fweep  every  thine,  before 
them  like  an  impetuous  torrent,  they  never  tail  to  re- 
turn back  with  the  fpoil;  and  though  they  may  he 
Aimmoned  again  in  a  few  days,  it  is  cafy  to  fee  that 
great  advantages  muft  accrue  from  this  deiuliory  method 
of  acting  to  thofc  who  never  quit  the  field;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  Utter  can  fcarcely  fall  upon  any 
cffeL'lual  method  of  protefting  thcu*  open  country  from. 
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c  HAP.beinff  ravaged:  thoueh  there  is  not  the  leaft  doubt 
AAA.    ^g^   jj^g    prefent    ftate   of  the  military  art  inclines 
"^"^^^^"^^  the  fcale  of  fortune  ftrongly  to  the  fide  of  a  regular 
force. 

The  other  confiderable  powers  of  India  were  thofc 
of  Sindia  and  Holker,  two  princes  fuppofed  to  be  de- 
fcended  from  the  moil  ancient  Hindoo  Monarchs,  and 
thofe  of  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  who  is  reckoned  the  moft 
powerful  next  to  the  Poonah  Mahrattas.  The  former 
prefided  in  the  Ariftocracy  which  took  place  after 
the  aflaffination  of  Narian  Row,  already  mentioned, 
which  they  chofe  rather  than  to  aim  at  independency 
themfelves,  though  poffefling  territories  of  confiderable 
extent.  The  other  numerous  Mahratta  princes  iron  rri- 
buted  to  make  up  the  power  of  that  ftate,  which,  how- 
ever, was  not  endowed  with  any  principle  of  union 
farther  than  that  of  mere  felf-defence;  an  happy  cir- 
cumftance  for  the  European  interefts  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  The  Rajah  of  Berar,  at  the  time  we  fpeak  of, 
was  an  indegendent  prince,  and  poffefTed  of  fufficient 
powers  to  enable  him  to  pay  little  attention  to  the  dic- 
tates of  the  court  of  Poonah. 
Caufc  of  Hy der  Ally,  the  great  an tagonift  of  the  Britifh  power, 
^y^^r  had  dilated  equitable  terms  of  peace  to  the  Company 
„}^^,*^^^at  Madrafsin  1769,  after  having  brought  the  war  in 
thcBriiifli  which  he  was  engaged  to  a  fuccefsful  iflue,  and  had 
then  entered  into  a  moft  ftridt  alliance  and  friendfhip 
with  them,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  contraAiog 
parties  ihould  mutually  aflift  each  other  againit  any 
common  enemy  ;  a  claufe  particularly  underftood  to 
be  pointed  againft  the  Mahrattas,  as  there  was  no  other 
enemy  whom  they  had  occafion  to  dread. — The  Indian 
prince  refolved,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  make  trial  of  the 
real  value  of  his  alliance  with  the  Britifii;  and  ac- 
cordingly, having  commenced  a  war  with  the  Mahrat- 
tas, wrote  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Madra&,  re- 
quiring that,  in  a  confiftency  with  the  friendlhip  and 
regard  fubfiiVing  between  them,  and  for  the  good  ap- 
pearance  thereof  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  he  would, 
for  form's  fake,  fend  an  officer  with  a  battalion  of  fe- 
poys  to  his  afliftance.  With  this  requifuion,  however, 
the  governor  did  not  chufe  to  comply,  and  therefore 
fent  an  evafive  anfwer,  pretending  apprehenfions  from 
the  deiigns  of  the  Mahratus  againft  the  Englilh. 
Another  requifition  made  by  him  was  likewife  evaded, 
on  the  pretence  of  impropriety  without  confoking  the 
other  prefidencies. — ^This,  however,  was  not  immedi- 
ately refented  by  Hydcr;  but  before  the  war  had  con- 
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ttQued  a  year,  his  dominions  were  invaded  in  fevcral  CHAP, 
places  by  the  Mahratcas,  and  numbers  of  forts  taken     ^^^' 
from  him;    in  confequence  of   which  he,   about  the  ^'■^"v^*' 
beginning  of  March  1770,  made  a  third  application  to 
Madrafs,  dating,  that  in  confideration  or  the  union 
between  the»,  his  army  and  artillery  were  their  own ; 
neverthelefs,  though  he  had  a  right  to  couflder  their's 
in  the  fame  light,  yet  if  they  would  only  fend  a  fmall 
force  to  a<5t  in  concert  with  him,  in  order  to  keep  up  an 
appearance  of  friendlhip,  he  would  require  no  more. 
But,  at  the  fame  time,  the  preiidency  were  informed 
by  the  Britifli  agents  in  Hyder's  camp,  that  he  was  very 
earneit  in  his  defire  of  further  aififlance;  and  had  com- 
miflioned  them  to  inform  the  governor,    that  as  he 
ihould,  on  his  part,  punAually  maintain  the  ftri£t  iriend- 
ihip  between  them,  he  expcded  they  would,  in  con- 
formity thereto,  fupply  him  with  a  body  of  troops;  and 
that  he  was  even  willing  to  pay  a  fpecified  fum  of  mo- 
ney to  defray  the  expenccs  of  their  fervice,  in  order  to 
obviate  any  failure  of  the  performance  on  their  fide; 
and  the  fame  gentlemen  remarked,  that  if  thefe  requifi- 
tions  were  not  complied  with,  it  was  very  probable  that 
his  enmity  to  the  Britifti  would  return. 

To  ail  thefe  applications  the  Council  lent  a  deaf  ear. 
The  Mahrattas,  under  the  conduft  of  Madai  Row, 
overpowered  the  armies  of  Hyder  Ally,  over- run  his 
country,  and  obliged  him  to  ihut  up  his  troops  in  the 
ilrongeft  fortrelFes,  where  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  the 
fatal  eife^s  of  famine  would  foon  begin  to  appear,  and 
accomplilh  what  the  fword  of  the  enemy  had  not  been 
able  to  effed.  In  this  extremity  he  had  recourfe  in  vain 
to  repeated  embaifics  to  the  Council  at  Madrafs.  Evaiion 
and  procraftination  were  the  only  meafuresrefolved  on 
with  regard  to  him,  probably  owing  to  the  influence 
pofiefiied  by  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  his  inveterate  enemy, 
in  that  prefidency,  who  at  all  times  urged  an  alliance 
with  the  Mahrattas  againft  Hyder. 

The  affairs  of  Hyder  proceeded  in  this  calamitous 
channel  until  it  was  thought  impoifible  he  could  fave 
himfelf  from  deftrudion,  when  probably  the  declining 
health  pf  Madia  Row,  and  h,is  dellre  of  leaving  the 
empire  in  a  (late  of  tranquility,  enabled  Hyder  to 
obtain  a  peace,  upon  terms  not  very  difadvantageous, 
in  the  month  of  July  177a. — ^The  condiid  of  the  pre-  juiy  1772. 
fidency  of  Madrafs,  however,  did  not  fail  to  make  a 
lailing  impreflfion  upon  his  mind.  But  though  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  avow  his  rcfentment  openly,  he 
became  very  cool  and  rcfcrved  in  his  intercourfe  with 
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C  HA  P,  the  Council.     At  the  fame  time  he  naturally   fell  in 
XXX.    ^yjjj^  jjjg  French,    by  whom  he  was  amply  fupplicd 
*^^^^^  with.all  kinds  of  military  ftores,  artillery  and  aininu- 
Hydcr       nition,  which  enabled  him  in  a  Ihort  time  to  renew  the 
Ally  affift-  war  with  the  Mahrattas  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  not 
€d  by  tic  ^^jy  recovered  all  the  dominions  he  had  loft,  but  made 
feveral  new  and  conlidtrablc  acqiiiGtions.     By  this  al- 
liance alfo  the  intrinlic  power  of  his  armies  was  greatly 
augmented.     The  French  officers  were  permitted  if  not 
encouraged,  to  enter  into  his  fervice;  to  train  his  armies, 
and  to  form  a  powerful   artillery  upon  the  European 
plan ;  fo  that,  when  the  Britifti  came  to  contend  with 
him,  they  found  a  much  more  powerful  enemy  than 
had  ever  been  experienced  in  India  before. 
Mahrat-        While  the  Prclidency  of  Madrafs,  by  their   negleft 
ta«  like-    of  the  folemn  engagements  they  had  entered  into  were 
TaUo"*"^*  thus  ftirring  up  an  inveterate  enemy  in  Hyder  Ally, 
Britain,     that  of  Bombay  did  the  fame  with  the  Mahrattas,  on 
account  of  the  protection  and  encouragement  given  by 
them   to   the   traitor  Kagonaut,    already    mentioned. 
They  were  induced  to  engage  in  this  infamous  piece  of 
work  by  the  great  promifes  the  traitor  made  them  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  own  country,  and  no  doubt,  with- 
out the  leaft  intention  of  fulfilling  them.   Among  other 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  his  fuccefs,  luch  a  large 
extent  of  territory    was  to  be  ceded  to  Bombay,  as 
would  enable  that  prefidency  to  fupport  is  own   civil 
and  military  eftablifhment,  without  having  any  depen- 
dence on  Bengal ;  and  in  the  frenzy  produced  by  thefe 
hopes,  the  Council  of  Bombay  ralhly  engaged  in  a  war 
with  the  Mahrattas,  without  c.onfulting  the  fuperior 
Prefidency  of  Calcutta. 
War  TTith      Tho'  the  Mahrattas  were  very  much  provoked  at  the 
thatpco-  reception  Ragonaut  Row   had  met  with  at  Bombay, 
y  ^'  they  had  not  commenced  any  hoftilities,  and  of  con- 

sequence the  Britiih  derived  great  advantages  from  the 
iudden  incurfion  they  now  made,  as  well  as  from  the 
war  being  confined  to  the  fea  coafts,  where  the  marine 
force  and  artillery  co.uld  be  of  great  fervice.  Some 
conquers  were  made,  particularly  that  of  the  city  of 
Baroach,  where  many  exceffes  were  committed  to  the 
everlafting  difgrace  of  the  Britifli  name.  At  the  fiegc 
of  this  place  fell  the  brave  Col.  Weddcrburn,  (brother 
of  Lord  Loughborough),  whofe  lofs  was  fo  feverely 
felt,  that  it  has  been  fuppofed  more  than  equivalent 
to  all  the  conquefts  made  during  the  war.  The  ifland . 
of  Salfette  was  foon  after  reduced,  and  fome  farther  ac- 
cjuifuions  made  on  the  continent;  but  thefe  fuccelTes 
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were  at  laft  checked  by  a  defeat,  and  the  three  gentle-  C  H  \P. 
men*,  fent  out  from  England  to  regulate  the  govern-     ^^^• 
mcnt  of  Bengal,  arriving  in  October  1774,  totally  re-  '"^mT' 
probated  thfe  war,difavovved  the  treaty  with  Ragobay, 
and  immediately  fet  about  negociating  for  peace. — For  Peace  con 
this  purpofe  Colonel  Upton  was  difpatched  to  Poonah,  eluded  m 
the  capital,  where  he  arrived  after  a  journey  of  five  *^^^' 
months,  having  traverfed  feveral  of  the  interior  coun^ 
tries  of  India  formerly  unknown  to  the  Europeans. — 
After  fome  ftay  at  Poonah,  the  Colonel  concluded  a 
peace  upon  terms  fo  honourable  and  advantageous,  that 
they  not  only  exceeded  expectation,  but   feemed  alto- 
gether unaccountable.      I'he  ifland  of  Salfette,    the 
territory  of  Baroach,  with  fome  other  difirifts  in  the 
province  of  Guzerat,  were  not  only  ceded  to  the  Com- 
pany for  ever ;  but  the  Mahrattas  agreed  to  indemnify 
the  authors  of  the  war,  by  paying  them  150,000!.  at 
fixed  terms ;  and  for  the  fecurfty  of  which,  lands  to  a 
much  greater  value  were  ailigned  as  a  mortgage.     Ra- 
gonaut  Row  was  alfo  to  be   amply   provided  for,  but 
only  as  a   member  of  the  private   community,  and  to 
reiide  in  a  remote  part   ot  the   Mahratta   dominions, 
where   diftance  and  (ituation  would,  in  fome  meafure, 
prevent  him  from  interfering  with  affairs  of  ftate.    On 
the  other  hand,  the  Company   engaged  to  afford  no 
protedion  to  him,  or  to  any  other  pretender   to   the 
Mabratta  throne. 

Thus  tranquility  feemed  tobeonce  moreeftablifhed  on 
a  folid  and  lafting  foundation  ;  but  the  affairs  of  India 
wereftill  doomed  to  experience  a  revolution  very  dxt 
aiirous  to  the  Britifh  interefh  The  three  gentlemen 
who  had  lately  arrived,  who,  with  the  governor-ge- 
neral (Haftings)  and  Richard  Barwell,  Efq ;  anoiher 
old  member  of  that  prefidency,  compofed  the  fupreme 
council  of  India,  differed  almoft  entirely  from  the  two 
laicer  concerning  the  public  condudl  and  ideas  of  policy 
to  be  obferved  by  the  Company.  The  great  aims  they 
ieemed  to  have  in  view  were,  to  keep  peace  with  the 
natives  of  the  country,  to  obferve  an  inviolable  at- 
tachment to  public  faith,  and  to  attend  ftri(fily  to  juftice 
in  all  their  tranfaclions.  For  fome  time,  the  newly- 
arrived  gentlemen  were  enabled  to  form  a  majority  in 
the  council,  and  to  carry  every  thing  in  their  own 
way  ;  but  the  death  of  Colonel  Monfon  in  1776,  and 
General  Clavering  in  1777,  totally  altered  the  face  of 

*  Lieat.-general  John  Clavering,  Hon.  John  Monfon,  and 
Philip  Francis,  Efq. 
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CHAP,  affairs.     The  pacific  fyftem  was  quickly  thrown  aCde, 
and  the  old  one,  of  reinftating  Ragonaut,  aiTumed  in 
^^^  its  fteacl.     That  traitor,  therefore,  under  pretence  of 
Treaty      being  afraid  to  tru(l  htmfelf  in   the  land  of  the  Mah- 
broke  by  rattas,  was  ftill  retained  at  Bombay^  whiht  his  emif- 
liih.    ^'  ^^^^^^  ^"^  partifans  at  Poonah  ufed  their  utnaoft  en- 
deavours to  excite  difturbances  under  the  very  eye  of 
the  Britiih  relidents  in  that  capital. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French  had  attempted  an 
alliance  with  the  Court  of  Poonah,  by  means  of  a 
Monf.  Lubin,  while  the  Eraperdr  of  Germany  at- 
tempted the  fame  by  a  Mr  Bolts.  Thefe  circumftan- 
ces,  particularly  the  former,  afforded  new  pretences 
for  the  protedlion  of  Ragobay,  and  the  accompliihment 
of  the  intended  revolution.  A  difcontented  party  at 
Poonah  having  likewife  put  themfelves  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  prelidency  of  Bombay,  in  order  to  ef- 
tabliih  the  power  of  the  traitor,  the  Britifh  reiidents  at 
Poonah  were  ordered  to  give  them  every  kind  of  fup- 
port  and  encouragement  in  their  power.  The  agents 
of  Britain,  were,  however,  egregioufly  milled,  by 
the  partifans  of  Ragonaut,  both  with  regard  to  the 
power  of  the  difcontented  party,  and  the  progrefe  of 
the  alliance  with  France. 
NcwTrca  On  the  29th  of  January  1778,  the  meafures  adopted 
rypropof- at  Bombay  received  the  approbation  of  the  Supreme 
^  *  Council,  and  were  ratified  accordingly.     An  extraor- 

dinary fupply  of  ten  lacks  of  rupees  were  fent,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  carry  their  defign  into  execu- 
tion, and  a  military  force  was  voted  to  alfift  them. 
But  before  this,  the  Governor  General  had  drawn  up 
and  laid  before  the  Council  a  new  treaty  of  peace, 
which  was  propofed  to  be  concluded  with  the  Mahrat- 
tas,  inltead  of  that  formerly  agreed  upon,  and  which 
had  been  concluded  by  Colonel  Upton  in  March  I776« 
By  this  new  treaty  the  Mahrattas  were  to  give  fuch 
fecurity  fur  the  perfonal  fafccy  of  Ragonaut  as  he  him- 
felf  fliould  require :  They  were  to  pay  a  fpecific  fum 
of  money  to  reiinburfe  the  Company  thofe  military 
charges  which  might  be  incurred  by  the  interpofition 
in  his  favour :  They  were  to  cede  the  ifland  and  fortrefe 
of  Biiflein  in  perpetuity  to  the  Company  :  They  were 
to  make  other  fpecified  grants  and  exchanges  of  lands 
on  the  Conrinent ;  and  no  European  fettlcment  was  to 
be  allowed  on  any  of  the  Mahratta  coafts  without  the 
confenc  of  the  Supreme  Council  previoufly  obtained. 

After  proceeding  to  dictate  fuch  haughty  terms  to  a 
fovereign  and  pow^fal  itate,  it  may  fecm  furprifing 
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tbat  the  ardour  for  war  fhould  abate  at  Bombay  s^s  C  H  A  P. 
(boa  as  the  means  of  executing  their  dedgns  had  been  ^^^' 
put  into  their  hands  by  the  council  of  Bengal.  This,  ^^'^X^ 
however,  was  the  cafe ;  buc^^  in  proportion  to  the 
defeA  of  military  ardour  in  Bombay,  it  increafed  at 
Calcutta.  Various  fchemes  againft  the Mahiattas  were 
agitated  in  the  Supreme  Council ;  but  the  great  objeft 
to  which  all  others  were  now  fubfervient  was  for  a 
long  time  not  only  kept  back  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  Frefidency  of  Bombay,  but  from  that  of  the  Su- 
preme Council  in  general.  New  inftru^ions  were  fenc 
to  Bombay,  requiring  new  and  peremptory  demands  to 
be  made  upon  the  Mahrattas  j  thefe  were  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  abovemcntioned  treaty  ;  and  the  refufal  to 
comply  with  any  one  of  them  was  to  be  coniidered  as  a* 
direct  violation  of  the  treaty  of  Poonah.  They  were 
likewife  accompanied  with  fuch  menaces  as,  among  all 
fovereign  ftates,  would  have  been  confidered  as  a  de- 
claration of  war.  In  cafe  of  non-compliance,  which 
was  undoubtedly  to  be  expefted,  very  large  difcretion- 
ary  powers  were  given  to  the  prefidency  of  Bombay 
for  entering  into  a  new  alliance  with  Ragonaut  Row, 
and  for  engaging  with  him  in  fuch  meafures  as  fhould 
appear  molt  proper  for  retrieving  his  affairs ;  though, 
in  fome  other  points,  which  were  not  explained,  he 
was  to  be  regarded  as  a  very  fecondary  obje^ii. 

Though  this  extraordinary  behaviour  was  undoubt- 
edly calculated  to  produce  a  rupture  with  the  court  of 
Poonah,  fuch  was  its  inclination  to  adhere  to  the  terms 
of  the  late  treaty,  that  the  article  of  Ragobay's  re- 
fiding  in  the  Mahratta  dominions  was  given  up.  They 
agreed  alfo,  that  in  cafe  he  would  engage  to  (lay  at 
Benares,  at  that  time  one  of  the  moil  pleafant  places  in 
India,  but,  on  account  of  its  diftance,  fecure  from  any 
danger  of  his  turbulence,  they  would  pay  annually 
five  lacks  of  rupees,  about  60,000 1.  fterling  for  hb 
siaintenance  during  life. 

Such  condefceniion  on  the  part  of  the  Mahrattas  War  with 
operated  nothing  on  the  Supreme  Council  of  Calcutu,  '^j^,  j^^ 
War  at  all  events  was  refolved  upon  ;  and  the  Supreme  foivcU  on* 
Council  determined  boldly  to  lend  a  ilrong  military 
force,  wiihaconfiderablc  train  of  artillery,  by  land  to 
Bombay,  almoft  from  one  extremity  of  India  to  the 
other.     In  this  journey,  they  were  obliged  r.ot  only  to 
traverfe  countries  never  explored  before  by  European?, 
bat  to  encounter  difficulties  of  which  they  knew   nei- 
ther the  nature  nor  the  extent.     The  greater  part  of 
their  way  lay  through  the  Mahratta  coiuuries,  where 


±^2 


HISTORY  .OF  ENGLAND. 


C  H  A  P. they  could  not  but  cxpeft  to  be  oppofcd, /t^  well  from 

XXX.    jjjg  jealoufy  naturally  to  be  expeded.oil  account  of  the 

^^.j^  late  proceedings,  as  on  account  of  the  immediate  hollilc 

invalion,  which  it  might  naturally  be  fuppofcd  it  would 

General     be  reckoned. 

Ldiic't  ex  This  deuchment  fet  out  under  the  conduit  of  Colonel 
aodd^tb  ^^^^^f  *"^  ^^^^  ftrengthened,  befidcs  the  artillery,  by 
*  a  regiment  of  cavalry  under  Colonel  Goddard,  and  by 
500  Candahar  horfe  fupplied  by  the  Vifir,  fon  and  fuc* 
ceflbr  of  Sujah  Dowlah  in  that  title,  as  well  as  in  the 
Soubaihip  of  Oude.  All  the  fighting  men  in  this  com* 
pany  did  not  exceed  7000  in  numoer ;  but,  as  they 
inarched  in  the  eaAern  Rile,  the  number  of  futtlers, 
fervants,  and  other  attendants,  increafed  the  whole  to 
above  38,000. 

The  army  fet  out  in  the  beginning  of  April  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Korah  and  Allahabad,  and  had 
reached  Jumna,  the  Mahratta  boundary,  by  the  mid- 
dle of  May  1778.  They  paffed  this  river  in  boats, 
under  the  cover  of  their  artillery,  notwithftanding  all 
the  oppofition  the  Mahratus  could  give,  and  took  pof- 
feflion  of  the  fort  and  town  of  Calpy  on  the  other  fide, 
which  the  enemy  had  totally  abandoned.  Here  they 
continued  till  the  beginning  of  June,  when,  having 
again  fet  forward,  the  heat  was  fo  excelTive,  that  by 
reafon  of  it,  and  the  total  want  of  water,  300  or  400 
people  are  faid  to  have  died  in  one  day  raving  mad. 
On  the  evening  of  this  dreadful  day,  they  arri\cd 
at  a  place  where  the  water  was  plentiful  and  pure,  the 
Mahrattas  having  left  all  the  wells  open  in  their  fur- 
•  prife,  which  had  they  filled  up,  the  whole  army  murt 

have  perilhed.     The  three  fucceeding   months  were 
fpcnt  in  the  Diamond  country  of  Bundelchund,  where 
they  entered  deeply  into  the  difputes  concerning  the 
fucceffion  of  the  late  Rajah,  and  carried  on  fome  other 
myflcrious  political  tranfa^ions,    which  were  never 
thoroughly  underilood  in  Europe.    Befidcs  thefe  ne- 
gociations,   however,   they  facked,    without  &ny  ap- 
pearance of  a  warrantable  caufe,  the  city   of  Mow, 
vhich  was  not  accomplifhed  without  confiderablc  dif- 
ficulty ;  and  at  the  time  of  Colonel  Leflie's  death  which 
0&.  1.      happened  in  the  beginning  of  OAober,  there  were  no 
He  U  fuc-  fewer  than  1000  fepoys  in  the  hofpital.    Upon  this  oc- 
cccded  by  cafion,  the  command  of  the  army  devolved  upon  Co^ 
G^dd^   lonel  Goddard. 

Through  the  whole  courfe  of  their  progrefs  they 
continued  in  a  Aate  of  continual  hoflility  with  the 
Mahrattas,  levying  great  fums  of  money  in  thjs  coun- 
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trltfs  through  which  they  pafled,  fomc  of  which  wereC  H  a  P^ 
raifed  in  the  name  of  Ragonaut,  the  army  being  at-  ^^^' 
tended  on  their  march  by  an  agent  of  his*     This  was  ^"JT^J^ 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  every  idea  of  fupporting 
the  pretentions  of  chat  traitor  had  been  folemnly  and 
Repeatedly  difclaimed  at  Calcutta  ;   and  fo  far  from 
avowing  any  hoftile  intentions  with  regard  to  the  de- 
tachment, its  objeft  was  affirmed   to  he  merely  tht 
prote^ion  of  Bombay  agand  the  defigns  of  the  French^ 
But  whatever  might  be  the  pretences  at  firft,  it  b  cer* 
tain  that  the  Governor  General  foon  thought  proper 
to  bring  forward  the  main  fcheme  he  had  formerly 
projected,  and  which  was  no  lefs  than  a  treaty  offen- 
live  and  defenfive  with  the  Rajah*  of  Berar,  named  Trektf 
Moodajee  Boofla ;  to  engage  that  prince  to  enforce  his^K^  *^ 
claims  to  the  throne  of  the  Ram-Rajah,  at  that  time  ^;^^ 
laid  to  be  entirely  vacant. 

This  fcheme,  now  firft  made  public,  was  much 
contefted  by  the  minority  of  the  Supreme  Council, 
on  the  groutids  of  its  being  direftly  contrary  to  in- 
ftruflions  fent  from  England,  and  the  will  of  the  Coril-  *\  ) 
pany  ;  that  it  was  capable  of  con vulfmg  the  continent 
of  India  from  one  end  to  the  other ;  that  it  was  di*  ' 
iredly  contrary  to  all  kind  of  faith  and  juftice,  and  muft 
neceilkrily  create  a  general  diflike  and  refentment:,  if 
the  Council  Ihould  be  fo  unreafonable  as  to  enter  into 
any  hoftile  plan  againft  their  ancient  friend  and  ally 
the  Nizam  of  the  t)ecan  ;  whofe  power  was  alfo  great-  ^' 

ly  to  be  dreaded,  as  being  the  richeft  prince  in  India^ 
and  who  muft  by  that  means  be  converted  into  the  mod 
bitter  and  implacable  enemy  ;  and  that  all  the  ftates  of 
India,  whether  Hindoo  or  Mahomedan,  would  join  ia 
exterminating  a  nation,  whofe  boundlcfs  ambition  and 
extravagant  fchemes  of  domination  and  conqueft,  went 
to  the  overthrow  and  dedrudlion  of  all  others. 

All  thefe  confiderations,  however,  were  overruled 

from  the  mere  hope  of  gain  to  be  derived  from  th« 

•commencement  of  an  unjuil  war;    and  the  fuccefs| 

it  was  fuppofed,  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  the 

friendlhip  and  fuppbrt  of  Hyder  Ally,  who,  it  wa» 

•  It  may  not  be  improper  to  explain  the  terms  applied  to 
different  degrees  of  rank  in  the  Eaftern  world.  The  Suiaj 
are  next  in  rank  to  the  great  Mogul.  The  Nabobs  are  lub- 
©rdinate  to  the  Subas.  The  Rajahs  are  the  native  HiodoOr 
princes,  who  were  not  expelled  by  the  Mahometan  con- 
querors, but  permitted  to  hold  th^ir  dominions  upon  pay- 
ment of  an  annual  tribute. 
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not  doubted,  would  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  fee 
the  Nabob  of  Berar  on  the  throne  of  the  Ram^Ra- 
jah.  The  execution  of  the  projeft  was  retarded  ia 
the  firft  place  by  the  unneceflary  delays  of  Colonel 
Leilie  in  the  Diamond  couna-y,  for  which  he  was  found 
fault  with  by  the  Nabob  himfelf,  as  well  as  by  the 
Council ;  and  it  had  been  refolved  at  lad  to  deprive 
him  of  his  command  altogether ;  but  his  death,  which^ 
we  have  already  noticed,  put  an  end  to  all  proceed* 
ings  in  the  matter.  Another  obflacle  arofe  from  the 
def  th  of  Mr  Elliot,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Supreme  Council  ambafTador  to  the  Rajah  of  Berar  ; 
bur,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Mahrattas  having  refu&d 
te  comply  with  the  terms  propofed^  that  council  de« 
clared  the  treaty  of  Poonah  to  be  no  longer  binding, 
and  Colonel  Goddard,  who  had  fucceeded  Leflie  in  the 
command,  was  invefted  with  the  fame  powers  that  had 
Been  given  to  Mr  Elliot,  and  ordered  to  make  the  beil 
of  his  way  to  Narbudda,  which  form  the  boundary  of 
the  dominions  of  Berar. 

While  thefe  tranfadions  were  going  on,  the  coun- 
.  cil  of  Bombay  feemed  refolved  to  make  ameqds  for 
their  paft  inaAivity,  by  ruiliing  headlong  into  war  with 
the  greateft  Impetuoiity,  feeming  rather  impatient  of 
having  the  whole  glory  to  themfelves,  than  williog 
to  receive  aiTiftance  from  Colonel  Ooddard.  In  their 
undertaking,  however,  they  were  deftitute  of  the  in- 
telligence neceffary  for  acquitting  themfelves  of  fuch 
an  arduous  taik  with  fuccefs.  They  were  not  only 
miiinformed  with  refped  to  the  ftate  and  fuuation  of  the 
Mahratta  armies,  but  it  was  likewife  reported,  that  the 
Bombay  army  would  be  joined  on  the  borders  by  20,000' 
horfe  under  the  partizants  of  Ragonaut.  Confident  of 
fuccefs,  therefore,  at  any  pate,  they  neglefted  that 
expedition  which  was  fo  neceffary  to  infure  it.  Colo- 
nel Stewart  had  been  fent  with  a  detachment  to  take 
foffeffion  of  the  Bour  Ghaut,  a  pafs  within  fifty  miles  of 
^oonah,  and  which  commanded  the  way  dire^ly  to 
that  city.  This  he  continued  to  fortify  for  a  whole 
month,  without  either  feeing  an  enemy,  or  receiving 
^  reinforcement. 

Tlie  Bombay  regular  force  amounted  to  about  4000 
men  (of  which  700  were  faid  to  be  Europeans)  with  a 
powerful  train  of  artillery.  Ragonaut  Row  command- 
ed a  fcparate  divifion,  of  two  regiments  of  fepoys  and 
about  600  horfe,  compofed  of  hi§  own  followers.  The 
arriay    was  incumbered  with  an  enormous  baggage, 
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•tid  fttch  a  number  of  carriages  and  catde,  as  were  CHAP, 
totally  incoofiftent  with  ibc  nature  of  the  fcrA'ice  and    *^^' 
fhortnefs  of  the  diAance.     The  military  maxiaJs  of  the  """^^^fT^ 
eaft  were  never  held  in  any  eftimation  among  warlike 
oadons;  but  it  would  feem,  from  this  in/tance,  and 
that  of  tl^e  Bengal  detachment,  as  if  the  Englifii  were 
falling  into  one  of  their  moit  inveterate  and  ruinous 
vices* 

The  nominal  command  of  the  Bombay  army  lay 
in  Colonel  £gerton$  but  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed the  fecond  in  council,  and  another  gentle* 
man,  as  their  deputies,  to  fuperintend  the  operations 
of  the  army  in  the  field ;  invefting  civilians  with 
powers  as  incompatible  with  their  own  fltuation  and 
knowledge,  as  with  military  fubordinatton  and  fer- 
vice.  Thefe  two  gentlemen,  with  Colonel  Egerton, 
compofed  what  was  called  ^^  The  Poonah  Commit^^ 
tee/' 

On  new-year's  day  1779,  the  whole  Bombay  ar-  Jan.  1. 
my,  having  gained  the  pafs, '  began  to  march  from 
the  village  of  Condola  towards  roonah.  They  had 
fcarce  fet  out  when  they  found  themfelves  harraiTed 
an  all  lides  by  the  cannon  and  rockets  of  the  Mah^ 
rattas,  who  continued  to  annoy  them  in  this  manner 
every  fucceeding  day  while  they  continued  in  motion  ; 
and^  .fo  great  was  the  interruption  they  received  by 
this  cannonade,  that  they  found  themfelves  unable 
to  advance  more  than  three  or  four  miles  per  day. 
On  the  4th  of  January^  Captain  Stuart,  a  brave  ofw 
ficer,  who  commanded  the  leleft  body  of  grenadiers, 
was  killed  by  a  cannon-ball,  which  obliged  the  army 
toiialt  at  a  village  called  Chockley.  On  theirarri*' 
val  at  Tullicanoon,  a  beautiful  village  within  twenty 
miles  of  Poonah,  which,  however,  had  been  burnt 
on  their  approach,  they  found  their  difficulties  and 
dangers  augmented  in  fuch  a  manner  that  no  hope' 
remained  of  making  any  farther  advance  $  the  ene^ 
my  being  aflembled  to  the  number  of  abaout  60,000 
horfe.  Here  they  were  clofely  attacked;  but  re- 
pulfed  their  enemies,  though  with  almofl  as  great  lofs 
on  their  part  as  was  fuRained  by  the  Mahrattas, 

This  ikirmilh  was  fought  on  the  nth  of  January  ^^'  *^' 
1779  ;    and,    as  it  was  now  found  impoflTible  to  ad- 
vance,  the  next  objeft  of  confideration  was  how  to  re- 
treat with  as  little  lofs  as  pofTible,  the  danger  being 
evidently  very  great. 

In  this  difaflrous  lituation  of  affairs,  it  was- deter- ^^^/^^ 
mined  to  retreat  in  the  night  with  all  poifible  expedi-  nautkov^. 
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CHAP  tion,  in  order  to  regain  the  pafs  wbick  Colonel  Stu* 
XXX,    2rt  had  fortified ;  but  the  perfidious  Ragonaut  now 
^^'TXT^  formed  a  defign  of  making  his  peace  with  the  Mah* 
rattas,  by  betraying  the  whole  army  to  them,  or  even 
of  falling  upon  them  with  the  forces  he  commanded, 
in  the  hurry  and  cenfufion  of.  an  attack ;  and  is  faid  to 
have  made  the  overture  to  Sindia,  who  feems  to  have 
been  the  principal  Mahratta  commander  on  this  occa- 
fion  :  but  the  Britiili  commanders,  probably^  informed 
of  his  intended  treachery,  changed  the  fituation  of  the 
army  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  had  it  not  in  his  power 
to  put  his  deiigns  in  e^xecution.      The  troops  began 
their  march  about  one  in  the  morning,  but  were  attack* 
Cd  in  the  rear  almoft  immediately  after,  and  in  a  ihort 
time  furrounded  on  ail  iides  by  the  enemy.    A  furiou$ 
engagement  then  enfued,  which  continued  from  day* 
break  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  ceafed  only 
through  the  wearinefs  of  both  parties.     The  valour  of 
theBritifh  troops,  however,  availed  them  but  little; 
Bombay    for  the  Mabrattas,  feeing  them  now   eife&ually  {ur- 
annyobii-  rounded,  and  that  it  was  impollible  for  them  to  efcape, 
fr«it°with  ^^^  ^^^  ^^y  "^^^c  chufe  to  coHie  to  a  clofe  combat,  but  * 
(he  enemy  ^^pt  np  a  diAant  cannonade,  till  a  flag  of  truce  was 
at  Wor.    fent  from  the  Britilb  camp  with  propofals  of  accommo- 
f^^^*       dation,     Tbe  terms  granted  on  this  occafion,  conlider* 
i9g  the  fituation  of  affairs,  were  far  from  being  un- 
yeafpnable.     They  were  ihortly  thefe,  that  Ragonaut 
fhould  be  given  up,  and  all  the  late  conqutAs  reilored ; 
the  treaty  concluded  in   1761  being  now  to  come  in 
place  of  that  of  Poonah.     As,  however,  fo  little  regard 
had  been  paid  by  the  Britiih  to  former  treaties,  the 
prefent  was  clogged  with  ;he  difgraceful  condition, 
that  Meff.  Farmer  and  Stuart  (hould  remain  as  hoftages 
until  this  treaty,  called  t/jc  Treaty  of  JVorgaum^  was 
ratified  at  Bombay,  and  the  ifland  of  Salfette,  with  the 
other  conquered  countries,  reftored.     The  whole  be^ 
ing  confirmed  by  the  company's  Seal,  the  army  were 
fupplied  by  their  late  enemies  with  proviiions,  through 
the  want  of  which  they  were  reduced  to  the  laft  ftate  of 
diftrefs,  and  conduced  by  a  party  of  Mahratta  horfe 
to  the  boats  which  reconveyed  them  to  Bombay. 
Cfrt,  Ck)d-     1"^  ^^^  mean  time  Colonel  Goddard  was  preparing 
(kad'spro-  to  put  in  execution  his  part  of  the  fcheme  for  over- 
prcfiaad  throwing  the  Mahratta  government,  but  which  the 
^  Rajah  of  Ber$ir  did  no  feem  inclined  to  alTift.     This 

prince,  however,  fliewed  a  great  friendfliip  for  the 
EngliJh,  and  at  the  fame  time  for  the  Court  of  Poo- 
nah I  and  bein^  lituated  betwixt  the  dominions  of  the 
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two,  he  naturally  became  the  mediator  of  their  differcn-C  hap. 
ces.  This  office  he  difcharged  with  a  fidelity  not  often  ^^^' 
to  be  met  with.  To  the  Mahrattas  he  reprefented,  ^"'^^^ 
that  their  fuppofed  alliance  with  France  was  the  caufe  *  ^  * 
of  all  the  jeaioufy  of  the  Britiih;  and  his  reprefentati- 
ons  on  this  head  were  fo  effeftual,  that  the  Chevalier 
de  St  Lubin-  was  difmifTed  without  his  propofals  being 
even  heard.  To  the  Council  at  Calcutta  he  reprefent- 
ed the  bad  confequences  of  LeAie's.  expedition,  and 
fliewed  that,  befides  its  ill  eiFedts  ocherwife,  an  enter- 
prize  of  that  kind  could  not  fail  to  alarm  all  the  princes 
of  India  ;  and  every  prince,  through  whofe  territories 
the  army  pafied,  would  not  fail  to  refent  fuch  a  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  fovereignty.  He  ftated  alfo  the 
Dumberlefs  difficulties  that  muft  attend  the  executipn  of 
it,  in  pafling  through  unexplored  and  hoflile  countries, 
want  of  provilion,  waters,  &c.  All  thefe,  however, 
were  di(regarded  at  Calcutta,  and  the  advices  and  let- 
ters of  the  good  old  man,  who  appeared  to  make  fome 
fcruple  of  ihedding  the  blood  of  his  fellow-creatures 
from  the  fole  motives  of  rapine  and  ambition,  were 
treated  as  the  leAures  of  an  old  doating  prince  on  poli- 
tical morality. 

In  confequence  of  the  military  fcheme  being  fully 
adopted.  Colonel  Goddard  departed  from  the  Diamond 
country  on  the  12th  of  Odobar  1778,  in  his  way  toO(5h>bcr 
the  dominions  of  Moodajee  Boofla.  The  road  lay  *»• 
through  narrow  defiles  iu  the  woods,  and  difficult  palTes 
among  mountains,  where  a  fmall  force  might  have 
ftoppe.d  the  progrefs  of  a  numerous  army  ;  but  though 
a  party  of  Mahratta  cavalry,  under  Bullagee  Pundit, 
haraffed  the  Britijh  troops  during  their  whole  march, 
their  want  of  flcill  in  military  affairs  prevented  them 
from  making  ufe  of  the  advantages  afforded  them  by 
the  nature  of  the  country.  Goddard,  therefore,  pro- 
ceeded, in  fpite  of  every  difficulty,  till  he  arrived,  on 
thelaft  of  November,  at  the  river  Nerbudda,  which  Nov.  3X« 
formed  the  boundary  betwixt  the  Mahratta  dominions 
and  thof^  of  Berar.  The  day  following  he  paffed  over 
to  Huflinabadf,  where  he  continued  till  near  the  middle 
of  January,  and  immediately  fent  an  agent  to  Naig- 
hore,  the  Rajah's  capital,  in  order  to  negociate  the 
propofed  alliance.  The  troops  were  quite  fatigued 
and  exhauited,  their  carriages  broken  down,  and  they 
were  in  want  of  almofl  every  neceflary.  Through  the  , 
kindne(s  of  the  Nabob,  however,  they  were  now  am- 
ply fupplied,  though  he  was  by  no  means  difpofed  to 
allow  them  to  pa£  through  the  interior  pajis  of  his 
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CHAP,  dominions.  Neither  could  he  by  any  means  be  induced 
XXX.  j^  conclude  the  propofed  alliance  with  the  Council  to 
^^I^J^  the  prejudice  of  the  Mahrattas,  or  enter  into  any  con- 
ditions which  feemed  to  threaten  holHltty  either  with 
the  Paiihwa  or  the  Soubah  of  the  Decaa.  The  argu- 
ments which  his  ambafladors  principally  urged,  were 
the  obligations  of  morality,  fo  little  regarded  in  mo 
dern  politics ;  though  the  Nabob  himfelf,  in  his  let- 
ters, infilled  much  on  the  impradicability  of  the  defigni 
by  fhewing  the  total  inequality  of  the  Britifh  forces, 
even  when  joined  by  his  own,  to  the  taik  they  wiihed 
to  accomplifh,  and  the  inevitable  ruin  which  muil  of 
neceflity  attend  himfelf  in  cafe  of  a  failure.* 

The  Britifh  commander,  finding  it  impoflible  to  make 
the  Nabob  comply  with  the  defigns  of  the  Council,  iet 
T779.  out  for  Poonah.  He  had  not,  however,  advanced  far, 
jaa.  16.  when  he  received  a  letter  frtim  the  Poonah  Committee, 
as  they  were  called,  {viz.  the  three  gentlemen  em- 
ployed to  Tuperintend  the  operations  of  the  army),  ad*- 
vifing  him  to  proceed  either  to  Baroach  or  Surat,  or  to 
continue  on  the  borders  of  the  Berar  dominions,  but 
by  no  means  to  attempt  a  march  to  Poonah.  The  co- 
lonel, however,  not  thinking  himfelf  authorized  by 
this  letter  to  difobey  the  orders  he  had  originally  re- 
ceived, proceeded  on  his  way  ;  but  being  afterwards 
informed  of  the  misfortune  of  the  Bombay  army,  and 
the  fubfequent  treaty,  he  proceeded  to  Surat,  where 
he  arrived  by  the  end  of  February. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Prefidency  of  Bombay  had 
formed  a  defign  of  recommencing  hoftilities,  notwith- 
Aanding  the  treaty  concluded  by  two  members  of  the 
Poonah  Committee,  who  were  in  faft  invefted  with  the 
full  powers  of  government.  This  treaty,  therefore, 
was  publicly  diuvowed,  without  any  regard  to  the 
lives  of  Mefirs.  Farmer  and  Stuart,  who  had  been  left 
as  hoftages  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Nothing,  it  appears,  at  this  time  could  exceed  the 
contempt  Ihewed  by  the  Prefulency  of  Bombay  CO 
every  kind  of  public  faith  or  morality.  At  the  time  the 
army  was  hemmed  in  by  that  of  the  enemy,  the  com- 
mittee were  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  fending  a  blank 
paper  to  the  latter,  defiring  them  to  fill  it  up  as  they 
thought  proper.  This  being  communicated  to  Ma- 
dajee  Sindia,  one  of  the  principal  Mahratta  chiefs,  be 
.  advifed  the  reft  not  to  infift  upon  any  unreafonable 
terms,  by  which  they  might  exafperate  the  EngKih ; 
but  rather  to  conciliate  their  favour  by  moderation; 
and  this  advice,  in  all  probability,  was  the  means  of 
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pfocuring  fach  moderate  terms  at  that  time.    The  Pre*  C  H  A  Pi, 
fidency   of  Pombay,   however,  fuppofed    that  Sindia    ^^^' 
cofuid  not  diAate  this  advice  without  fomc  very  in-  ^"TttpT' 
terefted  motive,   or  fome  unaccountable  attachment 
he  bad  taken  to  the  Englifh ;  for  juftice,  clemency, 
and  moderation  feem  to  have   been    motives   quite 
foreign  to  the  breafts  of  thefe  gentlemen.     To  thig 
chief,  therefore,  they  now  applied,  hoping  to  find  in 
him   a  proper  fubftitutc  for  the  infamous  Hagaboy 
whom  th^'  had  been  obliged  to  deliver  up  to  the  Mah- 
rattas ;  and  fccret  propolais  were  made,  holding  out 
great  advantages  to  him,  if  he  would  adopt  the  fchem« 
of  overturning  the  Mahratta  government  s  but  Sindia 
treated  them  with  the  filent  contempt  they  defervcd. 

The  failure  of  the  intended  fcheme  produced  much 
difladsfa&ion  between  the  three  Prefid^ncies  of  India. 
Thofe  of  Bombay  and  Calcutta  mutually  accufed  each 
other  of  being  the  authors  of  the  misfortune  chat  had 
happened ;  the  former,  on  account  of  the  treaty  at- 
tempted with  the  Nabob  of  Berar,  and  their  being  kept 
fo  long  ignorant  of  the  main  defign ;  and  the  latter, 
on  account  of  their  having  undertaken  inch  an  arduous 
talk  as  the  late  expedition  raihly,  and  without  the  pro- 
per means  of  accompliihing  it.  The  council  of  Madras, 
however,  differed  from  both,  and  foretold  the  evils 
they  would  bring  jjpon  the  Britifli  dominions  in  that 
part  of  the  world  by  their  abfurd  and  unjuft  behaviour ; 
efpecially  as  they  chemfelves  were  conicious  that  their 
former  conduft  had  made  Hyder  Ally  their  enemy, 
and  that  he  only  waited  for  an  opportunity  to  fall  upon 
them  in  conjundion  with  the  French.         > 

Thefe  confiderations,  however,  were  difregarded 
by  the  Supreme  Council,  who  confirmed  the  conduft 
of  that  of  Bombay,  and  difavowed  the  treaty  formerly' 
concluded  ;  neverthelels  they  empowered  Colonel  God- 
dard  to  treat  with  the  Mahractas  in  as  ample  a  manner 
as  pofltble,  and  to  adhere  to  or  renew  the  treaty  of 
Toonah ;  or,  as  it  was  otherwife  called,  that  of  Poor un^ 
der  ;  but  ftriftly  enjoined  him  not  to  admit  the  French 
into  the  treaty,  or  give  up  an  article  of  the  new  con* 
quells  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  determined  by 
every  pofTibie  means  to  attempt  a  renewal  of  the  treaty 
with  Moodaflee  Boofla,  and  if  polFible  obtain  his  con- 
currence in  the  projeft. — ^The  more  efFedually  to  car- 
ry thfeir  relblves  into  execution,  their  forces  were  put 
in  proper  order,  and  the  firft  brigade,  f^ationed  on  the 
lliaoks  of  the  river  Jumna,  was  ordered  to  keep  in  rea^ 
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CHAP,  dinefs  to  march  on  the  fhorteft  notice  into  the  Mabratta 
^j^^^  territories. 

*  jy;^.  All  this  time  the  Paiftiwa  had  been  remonfirating  in 
the  ftrongeft  manner  on  the  injuftice  and  infidelity  of 
the  government  of  Bombay.  In  one  letter  qf  tfas 
Paiihwa  to  the  Gk)vernor  General  he  has  the  following 
remarkable  expreflions ; — ^^  The  maintenance  of  every 
article  of  the  treaty  is  equally  incumbent  on  both  par- 
ties. It  is  not  ftipulated,  in  any  article  of  the  treaty, 
that  either  party  may  fend  forces  through  the  domini- 
ons of  the  other,  without  confulting  him  before-hand, 
and  thereby  to  caufe  trouble  and  diftrefs  to  the  people 
To  what  rule  of  friendfhip  can  be  attributed  the  ftadon- 
ing  garrifons,  and  the  railing  of  money  in  the  (Country 
of  the  other  party  ?  What  has  happened  is  rfien  agree- 
able to  the  Englifh  faith.  From  the  commencement  of 
the  authority  of  the  family  of  the  Paifhwa,  they  have 
entered  luto  treaties  with  many  of  the  chiefs  both  of 
the  eaft  and  weft,  and  have  never  before  experienced 
fuch  a  want  of  faith  from  any  one ;  nor  ever,  to  the 
prefent  time,  deviated  from  any  of  their  engagements; 
nor  have  been  wanting  in  the  duties  of  friendfhip  and 
alliance.     The  blame  refts  with  you.'* 

About  this  time  Colonel  Goddard  was  advanced  to  z 
high  degree  of  power  at  Bombay,  being  created  briga« 
dier  general,  and  appointed  to  a  deliberative  feat  in 
their  councils ;  in  confequence  of  which,  probably,  he 
entered  with  great  fpirit  into  all  the  fchemes  of  the  j?rc- 
fidency  ;  and  though  he  did  not  extend  his  views  fo 
far  at  prefent  as  to  plan  any  fcheme  for  the  total  revo- 
lution of  the  Poonah  government,  his  military  quali- 
fications enabled  him  eafily  to  fee  ho%V  many  valuable 
conquefts  might  be  made,  particularly  on  the  Guzerdt 
fide,  during  the  prefent  feafon  of  weaknefs  and  intef- 
tine  diforder.  In  the  mean  time  he  communicated  to 
the  court  of  Poonah  the  new  propofals  of  the  Bombay 
Prefidency  for  accommodating  matters;  but  before  any 
anfwer  could  be  given,  Ragonaut  having  made  his 
efcape  from  Madajee  Sindia,  to  whofe  care  he  had  been 
committed,  fled  once  more  to  the  Englifli  for  protec- 
RagoBtut  tion.  As  the  Bombay  council  did  not  at  prefent  chu& 
Kowef-  to  receive  him,  he  was  obliged  to  flee  to  Goddard's 
^*|2*^,^camp  near  Surat,  where  he  could  not  conceal  his  un- 
eafmefs  at  being  under  the  jurifdiAion  of  the  Supreme 
Coundl,  rather  than  under  that  of  Bombay. 

A  little  before  the  efca]>e  of  this  mifcreant,  the  Paifli- 
wi  and  Madajee  Sindia  had  written  to  the  Prefidency 
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of  Bombay,  informing  them  of  their  dcfign  to  march  C  H  a  r. 
againit  Hydcr  Ally,  in  order  to  revenge  the  injuries  y^v^^- 
they  had  fuRained  from  him,  and  exprelhng  the  great-     1779. 
eft  deiire  of  accommodating  all  difierences  with   the 
Britiih  Government ;  but  they  could  not  well  be  fup- 
pofed  to  brook  this  new  proteclion  afiForded  to  Rago-  The  Mah- 
naut ;  and  though  they  ilill  agreed  to  fend  agents  to  ^''"'**  ^^* 
Goddard's  camp,  in  order  to  open  the  negociationSjpr^tcJnoB 
this  was  very   llowly  done,  and  fo  much  time  befidcsairor^jcd 
loll  in  fending  nieilengers  to  Poonah  upon  every  dif-  ^i»"- 
ficulty  that  arole,  that  the  treaty  was  fpun  out  to  a 
great  length,  without  any  point  being  conclufiveiy  fet- 
tled.    The  proteclion,  however,  aftbrded  at  this  time 
toRagonaut,  was  of  a  quite  different  kind  from  what  • 
he  had  formerly  experienced.     Every  idea  of  fecond- 
ing  his  ambitious  projects  was  now  at  an  end,  and  he 
was  protedcd  only  as  a  fit  inftrument,  who  might  be  ' 

nfcful  either  in  cafe  of  war,  or  for  fettling  the  terms 
of  peace-  It  was,  however,  determined,  that  when- 
ever a  peace  ihould  take  place,  fuitablaprovilion  (hould 
be  made  for  him  by  the  Mahrattas,  and  he  fliould  refide 
at  whatever  place  he  thought  proper;  but  fo  much 
were  things  changed  from  what  he  formerly  experi- 
enced, that  the  allowance  of  50,000  rupees  a  month 
(about  6000  1.  fterling)  which  had  been  made  him  by 
General  Goddard,  was  highly  difapproved  of  by  the 
Supreme  Council,  and  he  was  ordered  to  reduce  it 
within  very  narrow  limits.  Even  the  prote^^ion  was 
limited  by  his  behaviour,  and  it  was  now  faid  to  be 
granted  only  on.  condition  that  he  Ihould  not  forfeit 
his  right  by  any  net  of  infidelity,  or  make  any  attempt 
to  defeat  the  ncgociation  with  the  Mahrattas. 

In  the  mean  lime  new  propofals  were  made  to  the 
Nabob  of  Berar,  but  no  periuafions  whatever  could 
draw  him  into  any  combination  againft  the  Mahrattas  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  ufcd  his  utmoit  endeavours  to  fhew 
the  Council  that  th^y  ought  by  all  means  to  e[|c<it  a 
fpeedy  reconciliation  with  the  court  of  Poonah,  in 
which  affair  he  offered  to  become  mediator,  and  to 
guarantee- the  peace;  engaging  to  fettle  the  differen- 
ces effeftually,  and  to  cure  all  jealoufies  on  both  fides. 
Tliis  mediation,  however,  was  refufed.  * 

In  the  mean  time  the  repeated  a<^3  of  perfidy  towards  '^  g^^^^^^ 
the  Mahrattas,  with  the  many  inl>ances  of  mofl  fcan- ^','}^^^^^jj^ 
(lalous  and  cruel  oppreflion  committed  by  the  Com-*7in};bl4  * 
pany's  fervants,  had  united  almoft  all  the  pri^nces  *oi^"^nied  hy 
India  in  a  ceneral  leacuc  ap-ainll  the  "Britiili,  ancf  a^^^*"'^''*^ 
rtelign    was  formed  ot  exterminating   them  cntirery*  - 

Vol.  VI.  P  p 
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C  H  A  p.  The  court  of  Berar,  however,  fcem  to  have  aftcd  at 
XXX.  prefent  with  a  degree  of  fidelity  and  fecrecy  unknowQ 
'^^'^^C^  almoft  in  any  age  o|  the  world.  Though  the  downfal 
of  the  Nizam,  Subah  of  the  Decan,  had  been  one  of 
'  the  fchcmes  propofed  by  the  treaty  with  Moodajee 
Boofla,  yet  no  intelligence  of  this  was  conveyed  to  him 
cither  at  the  tiuie  or  afterwards.  The  Nizam,  who 
was  the  founder  of  the  league  above  mentioned  againit 
the  Britifii,  in  his  public  enumeration  of  the  caufes 
which  induced  him  to  take  this  ftep,  mentioned  only 
his  Ihare  in  the  general  apprehenlion  of  danger  froinr 
the  Englifli ;  the  clofe  friendihip,  connexion,  and  al- 
liance which  fublifted  between  him  and  the  Pootiah 
government ;  the  mortal  hatred  he  bore  to  Ragonaat 
Row,  whom  he  fliled  an  invincible  villain.^  and  utterly 
incapable  of  faith ;  the  injuftice  of  the  Bombay  go- 
vernment, together  with  the  immediate  perfonal  inju- 
ries he  had  received  from  the  government  of  Ma- 
drafs. 

Early  in  the  year  1780,  the  Mahrattas  found  them- 

fclvcs  under  a  neceility  either  of  making  peace  with  the 

Englilh,  and  revenging  tbemfelves  of  Hyder  Ally ;  or 

of  entering  into  a  league  with  Hyder,  and  declaring 

war  againll  the  Englilh.  For  fonie  time  they  heiitated, 

and  gave  no  anfwcr  to  the  propofals  of  Hyder  ;  but  the 

Nizam  at  length  decided  the  matter,  and  a  inoft  pow- 

Mahrattas  ^'"^^  confederacy  was  formed  againft  the  Britifli  power, 

accede  to  The  principal  parties  were,    the  Nizam,  Mahrattas, 

the  gem-  Hyder  Ally,  and  Moodajee  Boofla,  though  it  does  not 

dcracy.*^"  appear  that  the  latter  was  a  willing  or  even  a  free  agent 

in  this  matter. 

The  plan  propofed  was,  that  Hyder  and  the  Nizam 
fliould  attack  the  Carnatic  and  the  northern  Circars ; 
the  Mahrattas  to  attack  Surat  and  Guzerat ;  and  Moo- 
dajee Boofla  to  invade  Bengal.  The  latter,  however, 
did  not  by  any  means  perform  what  the  allies  expelled 
pf  him ;  for  befides  being  unaccountably  flow  in  raiftog 
his  army,  he  calculated  the  time  of  its  march  fo  ill, 
that  it  did  not  arrive  there  till  the  commencement  of 
the  rainy  feafon,  when  the  whole  murt  have  perifhed 
had  they  not  been  relieved  by  a  feafonable  fupply  of 
provilions  from  Bengal,  and  by  which  the  kindnefs 
formerly  Ihewn  to  General  Goddard's  army  was  re- 
turned. 

After  much  negociation  on  the  part  of  Goddard  and 
the  Court  of  Poonah,  the  treaty  was  fuddenly  broken 
pif,    and  all  parties  prepared  for  war.    Bombay ^  ia 
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hopes  of  fliaring  the  conqnefts  expefted  to  be  made,  chap, 
fent  off  its  whole  force  to  join  the  Siirat  army   uii-     ^xx, 
der  General  Goddard  ;  and  the  Council  of  Madrafs,   ^g^ 
notwithftanding  their  extreme   averiion  to  the  war, 
were  obliged  to  fend  a  very  conliderable  part  of  their 
force  to  the  fame  place ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
treaty  of  alliance,  offenfive  and  defenfive,  was  con- 
ciuded  between  the  company  and  tlie  Ranna  of  Gohud,    ' 
or  Ghod,  a  petty  prince,  whofe  territories  lie  among 
the  mountains  on  the  Mahratta  (ide  of  the  Jumna,  and 
the  greater  part  of  which  were  then  poffeiFed  by  fome 
of  their  troops.     The  poverty  of  the  Mahrattas  ren- 
dered  their  preparations  extremely  flow,   while  the 
great  pecuniary  refources  of   the  Company  enabled 
them  to  be  equally  alert. 

In  order  to  underftand  the  nature  and  reafon  of  the  Gen.  God. 
military  operations  now  to  be  defcribed,  it  will  ftill  be  ^^'^^  ^"'^- 
neceffary  to  take  notice  of  fome  farther  particulars  re-  trcaty*\\ith 
lating  to  the  Mahrattas.  Some  conliderable  poiTeflions  FuttySin^. 
were  held,  under  the  Paifhwa,  by  the  family  of  Guia-  ' 
cawar,  on  the  weftern  borders  of  the  Guzerat.  In  the 
firft  Bombay  war,  difputes  then  prevailing  in  that  fa- 
mily with  refpe^  to  the  fuccelhon,  the  English  thought 
proper  to  favour  the  pretentions  of  Futty  Sing  Guiaca- 
war,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  of  the  other  claimants. 
The  tranfa^ions  of  this  treaty  are  not  by  any  means 
clear ;  but  it  is  certain  that  ceifions  of  lands,  to  a  very 
confiderable  value,  in  the  Guzerat,  were  obtained 
from  Futty  Sing ;  though  he  afterwards  declared  not 
only  that  his  fignature  was  extorted,  but  that  he  had 
no  Tight  to  the  lands  he  had  promifed  to  cede.  The 
firft  military  nu>vem«nt,  therefore,  made  by  General 
Goddard,  January  2.  1780,  was  in  order  to  force  this  Jan.  a. 
prince  to  a  determination  concerning  the  lands,  and  to 
come  into  terms  of  alliance  with  the  Engliih.  The 
olleniible  reafon  of  this  expedition,  however,  was  to 
reduce  the  fortrefs  and  territory  of  Dubboy  belonging 
to  the  Paiihwa.  This  was  foon  accompliftied  ;  and  the 
BritiOi  array  being  very  near,  and  on  the  very  road  to 
Futty  Sing's  capital  (Brodera),  the  general  had  the 
better  opportunity  of  intimidating  him  by  its  fjrce. 
Np  appearance  of  danger,  however,  nor  the  acknow* 
ledged  talents  of  General  Goddard  in  negociacion,  could 
induce  this  prince  to  accede,  in  a  cordial  manner,  to 
■  the  alliance ;  though  his  fcruples  were  at  laft  overcome, 
and  a  treaty  figned  for  the  divifion  of  the  Guzerat,  and 
the  perpetual  exclufion  of  the  Poonah  Goverment, 
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CHAP      On  the  15th  ef  February   1780,  the  army,  rein- 
^^^'    forced  by  the  cavalry  of  Fiitty  Sing,  march^  to  lay 
^^g^  liege   to  Ahmedabad,    the  capital  of  jGuzerat.     This 
Feb.  15.    place,  of  fo  much  importance,  was  uken  by  itorni  in 
Takes  Ah  five  days.     Its  reduction  was  followed  by  the  fuhmiC- 
mcdabad.  f,on  of  the  reft  of  the  province  j  and  Futty  Sing  being 
inverted  with  the  government,  proceeded  to  grant  the 
Company  whatever  their  fervants  thought  proper  to 
require,  or  whatever  he  thought  would  be  agreeable 
to  them  ;  but  before  the  affairs  of  the  province  could  be 
thoroughly  fettled,  Sindia  and   Holkar  dtreded  •  their 
courfe  towards  Surat,  with  a  conliderablc  army.     Ge- 
neral  Goddard,  hntgining  their  defign  was  to  attack 
that  place,  reached  their  encampment  by  forced  march- 
March  8.  es  on  the  8th  of  March,  deligning  to  attack  them  in 
the  night.     From  this  intention,  however,   he  was 
diverted  by  a  letter  from  Mr  Farmer,  one  of  thehofta- 
ges  left  by  the  Committee  of  Poonab  in  the  hands  of 
the  Mahrattas.     This  gentleman  informed  him  of  the 
friendly  difpofition  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  that  they  wifb- 
ed  to  be  upon  amicable  terms  with  the  Engliih  ;  and 
The  Mah-his  intelligence  was  confirmed  the  following  day  by  the 
rattas  fct   arrival  of  both  Mr  Farmer  and  Mr  Sttiart,  who  had 
their  *^"^  ^^ti  freely  enlarged  by  the  Mahrattas,  and  difcharged 
toftagci.    from  all  obligations  relative  to  the  treaty  of  Wargauin. 
Along  with  them  was  fent  a  Vackeei,  or  confidential 
nielTenger,  from  Sindia,  who  opened  fome  new  pro- 
pofals ;  but  as  thefe  included  a  demand  of  Ragonaut 
andhisfon,  wiihont  any  ftipulation  in  favour  of  ihc 
Englifh,   the  meffenger  was  difuiifled  with  an   unfa- 
vourable anfwer.     This  rcfufal,  and  fome  inOances  of 
duplicity  faid  to  be  obferved  at  this  time  in  Sindia's  con- 
dud,  made  Gen.  Goddard  extremely  anxious  to  bring 
him  to  adion ;  but  his  cautious  antagonill  managed  matters 
fo  well  that  this  could  never  be  accompliihed.    At  laft, 
finding  all  his  endeavours  othervvife  inttfeftual,  Gene- 
ral Goddard  left  behind  him  his  tenos  ftanding,  and  all 
other  incumbrances ;  after  which  he  advanced  to  the 
sindia  cic-  attack  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  Sindia  was  compelled  to 
^^'^^^^r^^  itand  an  enc-ao-ement.     The  event  was  entirely  in  fa- 
ciard,         vour  of  the  iLnghlli ;  the  enemy  were  repulfed  with 
April  3.     confiderable  lofs,  and  obliged  totally  to  abandon  their 
ground  ;  adifgrace  which  could  not  fail  to  difpirit  the 
Mahrattas  greatly,    and  dellroy  the  confidence  they 
might  at  firft  entertain  from  their  courage  and  tium* 
bers.  ^^ 

This  a^ion,  which  happened  on  the  3d  of  April 
;78o,  fl^^i^cd  but  a  prelude  to  other  difaftei's  of  the 
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fame  kind*— daptatn  CampbeU,  with  two  battalions,  CHAP, 
four  field  pieces,  and  a  large  convoy  of  provilions,  was  ^Ji^^^ 
overtake^  by  Sindia  with  an  army  of  20,000  men ;     ly^ 
whom  he,  neverthelefs,  not  only  repulfed^  but  dei^roy- 
ed  a  great  number  of  his  men.— Six  thouiand  Mahrat- 
tas  were  furprifed  in  their  camp  by  Lieutenant  Walib, 
and  driven  out  of  it  by  a  fmgle  regiment  of  cavalry ; 
the  Mahratta  commander,  and  a  great  number  of  his 
men,  being  left  dead  on  the  fpot ;  and  the  camp,  with 
all  it  contained,  falling  into  the  hands»of  the  vigors.—* 
A  limilar  aAion    concluded  the    campaign.     Major 
Forbes,  withj  two  battalions  of  fepoys,  furprifed  and 
routed  an  army  of  7000  Mahrattas.  • 

Some  very  brilliant  fervice  was  likewife  performed 
on  the  fide  o!  Bengal,  fo  that  the  Mahratta  affairs  feem- 
ed  to  go  every  where  to  wreck ;  and  they  received  a  Fortrcit#£ 
ftill  more  fig«al  blow  in  the  reduftion  of  the  fortrefs  of  ^^'^^ 
Gualier,  deemed  impregnable  from  the  remoteft  anti- 
quity. It  was  fituated  on  the  top  of  an  high  rock,  and 
feems  to  have  been  equally  ftrong  with  fome  fortrefies 
betieged  by  Alexander  the  Great ;  and  the  method  by 
which  it  was  taken  is  f^id  to  have  been  exadly  fimilar. 
Some  individuals  of  a  native  tribe  called  Mewattes,  pro- 
bably, from  the  hope  of  reward,  difcovered  a  private 
way  by  which  it  was  polfible  to  climb  up  to  the  top  of 
the  mountain ;  and  the  Britifh  commander.  Major  Pop- 
ham,  having  made  proper  ufe  of  the  intelligence  com- 
municated to  him,  employed  them  to  guide  a  party  up 
the  precipices  in  the  night  time,  by  which  r^eans 
this  i\rong  fortrefs  inftantly  fell  into  his  hands. 

But,  while  the  Britifh  were  thus  fuccefsfal  againft  the  Farther 
Mahrattas,  they  were  threatened  with  utter  extermi-  ^1°^^^^^ 
nation  in  the  Camatic.     In  order  to  render  the  opera- of  the gc 
dons  of  this  war  eafily  intelligible,  it  will  be  neceflary  ncral 
to  take  a  further  view   of  the  affairs  in  that  quarter.  '^amft^Oic 
We  have  already  obferved,  that  though  the  war  with  ingUIh. 
the  Mahrattas  and  Hyder  Ally  had  been  extremely 
agreeable  to  the  Supreme  Council  of  Bengal,  and  like- 
wife  to  that  of  Bombay,  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs  had 
entirely    differed  in  opinion,  and    mod    pathetically 
pointed  out  the  dangerous  confequences  to  the  Com- 
pany's interefts  at  large,  as  well  as  the  ruin  which  muft 
enfue  to  themfelvs,  by  the  profecution  of  fuch  a  fcheme. 
Their  own  condu^,  however,  was  in  many  refpefts  no 
lefs  reprehenfible  than   that  of  the  Preiidencies  they 
condemned.     We  have  feen  that  they  had  perfidioufly 
denied  their  afliftance  to  Hyder  Ally  at  tne  time  he 
ftood  fo  nmch  in  need  of  it,  and  thus  occafioned  the 
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G  H  A  f .  quarrel  with  him  which  now  took  place  ;  and  at  the 
^^**    fcmc  time  they  were  behaving  in  fuch  a  manner  to- 
''  wards  their  old  friend  and  ally,  the  Nizam  of  the 
Decan,  as  muft  undoubtedly  have  the  effeft  of  pro- 
voking that  prince.     They  had,  in  the  firit  place,  aJ* 
lowed  the  fmall  annual  tribute  of  five  lacks  of  rupees, 
for  the  payment  of  which  the  Company   was  bound  to 
the  Nizam,  to  run  up  to  a  very  large  I'um.     This  was 
due  for  five  very  large  and  valuable  northern  circars  or 
provinces,  of  which,  however,  they  were  as  yet  only 
in  the  poileflion  oi  four ;  the  mod  foutherly,  and  con- 
fequendy  that  oeared  to  the  Carnatic,  being  fettled  for 
life  upon  Bazalet  Jung,  the  Nizam's  brother.     This 
province  was  to  revert  to  the  Company  immediately 
on  the  death  of  Bazalet,  and,  during  that  interval,  a 
proportional  fpecified  dedudion  was  to  be  made  from 
the  tribute  above  mentioned.     This  prinee,  however, 
was  bound  by  his  brother,  not  to  alienate,  during  his 
lifetime,  any  part  of  the  revenue  fettled  upon  him,  and 
which  was  called  his  jj^^ir^;  and  the  Company  were 
equally  retrained  by  treaties  from  all  attempts  to  pro* 
cure  the  poiTeiTion  of  this  province  before  the  death  of 
Bazalet;  betides  which  they  were  bound  by  the  fame 
treaties  to  defend  the  dominions  of  the  Nizam,  and  evea 
to  check  Bazalet  himfelf,  if  neceflary.     Notwitbftand- 
ing  all  this,  however,  the  fituation  of   the  Guntoor 
province  rendered  it  greatly  the  objeA^f^T  defire  to  the 
Company,  particularly  on  account  of  its  having  the  fea- 
port  of  Mootapilly,  which  afforded  a  condant  opportu- 
nity of  commerce  with  the  French,  and   of  introdu- 
cing arms,  ammunition,  artillery,  and  even  troops  into 
the  Decan.     Propofak  for  anticipating  the  poiTeffion 
of  this  province  were  made  as  early  as  the  year  1769, 
and  frequently  renewed  afterwards ;  but  as  the  Nizam 
never  thought  proper  to  accept  of  them,  they  ferved 
no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  railing  up  jealoufies  and 
difierences  betwixt   the  parties.      The  great  Aibjeft 
of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  Britiih,was,  that  Bazalet 
kept  up  a  connexion  with  France.     A  particular  in- 
Aance  of  this  was  thought  to   be    his  receiving  into 
his  fervice  a  body  of  troops  under  the  command  of  a 
Mr  Lally  ;  which,  though  compofed  of  vagabonds  from 
m^ny    different    nations,    went   imder  the  name    of 
a  body  of  French,  and  was  certainly  commands  by 
French  officers.  After  fome  remonftrances  on  both  fides^ 
which  did  not  afford  entire  fatisfadion  to  either,  Ba- 
j^alet  was  induced,  by  the  great  progrefs  of  Hydcf^ 
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Ally,  t0  piit  hiHifelf  nnder  the  proteflion  of  the  Eng*  CHAP 
Klh,  and,  though  himfelf  a  fubje(5t,  to  conclude  a  treaty  ^^^* ' 
with  them  in  the  month  of  April  1779,  without  the  ^^J^^T^ 
knowledge  of  his  brother  and  fovereign,  by  which  he 
difmiiifed  his  French  troops  and  gave  up  the  Guntoor ;  nor  ountoor 
was  it  thought  proper,  on  the  part  of  the  Englifh  Council,  province 
to  take  any  notice  of  this  treaty  to  the  Nizam  after  it  ^Qntfarr 
had  been  concluded  ;  and  no  account  of  it  was  fent  to  to  treaty. 
Bengal  till  ten  months  after  its  being  ratified.  i77i>' 

Though  this  conduft  muft  undoubtedly  have,  been 
fufficiently  provoking  to  the  Nizam,  matters  were  ftill 
further  embarraffed  by  what  followed.     The  province 
was  farmed  out  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  who  had  ever 
been  an  objeft  of  jealoufy  to  the  Nizam ;  and  even 
this  was  rendered  worfe  by  the  enmity  which  fubfilkd 
betwixt  the  Nabob  above  mentioned  and  Hyder  Ally. 
In  thefe  circumftances,  Bazalet  Jung  foon  became  ex- 
ceedingly fearful  of  the  danger  which  threatened  him; 
and,  not  thinking  all  the  troops  within  reach  of  the  ' 
Guntoor  ^ual  to  his  proteftion,  urged  the  Prefidency 
to  fend  a  ftrong  reinforcement  for  that  purpofe.     Colo- 
nel Harper  being  fent  o£F  on  this  fervice,  was,  without 
any  apparent  neceflity,  ordered  to  take  his  route  through  ^  ^  ^  AU 
part  of  the  dominions  of  Hyder.     On  entering  thisivoffcnd- 
country,  called   the  Cuddepah^  he  gave  notice  of  hised^yfomc 
route  and  dei\ination  to  the  officers  of  Hyder  ;  who  in-  ^'^K**^ 
itantly  replied,  that  he  had  no  right  to  march  through  m^ching 
the  dominions  of  their  raafter  without  his  leave  ;  and  through 
therefore  that  he  fliould  be  oppofed,  and  the  paflTes  bar-  ^"'.t^rri. 
headed  againA  him.     However,  he  purfued  his  courfe  ^^^^  ' 
for  fome  days,  until  at  laft  he  found  a  narrow  pafs, 
named  Aicour^  fo  ilrongly  fortified  that  he  could  not  * 

attempt  to  force  it,  even  if  he  had  been  ordered  to 
commit  holtilities,  which  was  not  the  cafe.  However, 
he  foon  perceived,  that  if  he  would  not  attack  the 
Indians,  they  would  furround  and  attack  him ;  for 
'which  reafon  he  abandoned  the  projeft  for  the  prefent, 
and  returned  tolnnaconda,  where  he  arrived  Auguft 
14,  1779,  after  Tpendin^  fix  days  in  Hyder's  country.  Aug.  1^. 

It  now  appeared  neceflary  to  reconcile  the  Nizam  to 
the  treaty  with  Bazalet  Jung.  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold, 
the  prefident,  therefore  propofed  to  fend  a  relident  to 
the  Nizam's  court  at  Hyderabad,  with  an  apoIog;y  for 
the  arrears  due  on  the  tribute,  and  a  promife  of  pay- 
ment as  foon  as  poflibie  5  by  which,  he  faid,  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  certain  intelligence  with  regard  to 
che  Nizam's  views  and  dcfigns  would  at  Icaft  be  obtain- 
ed.    The  propofal  being  accepted,  Mr  Hollond  was 
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C  H  A  p.  difpatched  on  the  embafly,  and  was  received  with 
t^^^  great  refpeft  by  the  Nizam,  who  affured  him  of  his 
\y^  determination  to  live  on  terms  of  the  ftrideft  friend- 
ship with  the  Company,  and  to  adhere  inviolably  to 
the  treaties  which  had  been  entered  into  betwixt  tfaem; 
that  he  had  ever  religioully  obferved  that  condu^,  and 
had  refifted  all  the  folicitations  made  to  induce  him  to 
fupport  the  French  intereft,  and  confirmed  and  repeat- 
ed nis  friendly  profeflions  by  a  letter  to  the  PreGdency ; 
exprefling,  at  the  fame  time,  his  fatisfadlion  with  Mr 
HoUond^s  appointment.  But  when  he  came  to  under- 
ftand  the  anair  of  the  Guntoor  province,  he  became 
exceedingly  diflfatisiied,  and  could  never  afterwards  be 
reconciled  to  the  Preiidency  of  Madrafs*  His  refent- 
ment  was  dill  farther  inflamed  by  an  attempt  to  get  free 
of  the  tribute  altogether,  and  inflrudions  were  fent  to 
Mr  Hollond  to  propofe  this  to  the  Nizam*  Such  an 
extraordinary  demand  coming  in  place  of  payment  of 
the  arrear,  and  while  the  affair  of  the  Guntoor  province 
,  was  ftill  freih  in  his  mind,  could  not  but  be  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  provoking.  He  therefore  told  Mi*  Hollond, 
that  there  was  no  farther  occafion  for  his  (laying  there; 
that  he  faw  the  Company  were  determined  to  break 
the  treaty,  and  that,  if  they  were  bent  on  war,  he  was 
equally  ready,  threatening  at  the  fame  time  infbntiy 
Au|;uft3t.  to  join  Hyder  Ally.  At  laft,  on  the  31ft  of  Auguft^ 
the  Nizam  gave  his  final  anfwer,  that  the  commence- 
ment  of  hoftilities  muft  be  the  immediate  confequence 
of  with-holding  the  tribute,  and  that  he  might  have 
his  audience  of  leave  in  two  days.  This  was  fucceeded 
by  a  formal  notification  to  him  to  prepare  for  his  depar- 
ture ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Nizam  talked  pub- 
licly of  taking  the  field  as  foon  as  the  rainy  feafun  was 
over. 

This  fcandalous  conduft  of  the  Preiidency  at  Ma* 
drafs  was  entirely  difapproved  of  by  the  Supreme 
Council  at  Calcutta ;  but,  by  reafon  of  the  diftance,  it 
was  long  before  their  interference  could  have  any  ef- 
fedl.  At  laft,  on  receiving  advices  firom  Mr  Hollpnd 
of  the  dangerous  fituation  of  affairs,  the  Council  refolv- 
ed  to  take  an  adive  part  in  the  buiinefs,  in  order  t% 

Srevent  the  mifchiefs  that  were  likely  to  enfue.  For 
[lis  purpofe  they  fent  a  letter  to  the  Nizam,  calculated 
to  foften  his  refentment,  but  at  the  fame  time  laying  a$ 
little  blame  as  poflible  on  the  government  of  Madrafs. 
This  had  the  defired  efiedl,  and  the  Nizam  promifed  to 
fufpend  his  refentment*    tie  added  to  Mr  UpUond^ 
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*•  If  wbat  you  wrote  is  from  the  heart,  and  the  gevern-  C'H  A  F. 
menc  of  Madrafs  will  relincjuiih  the  pofleflion  of  thd    aaa. 
Circar,  it  is  well ;  if  not,  1  have  nothing  of  greater  ^"TttpT' 
confequence  than  defending  my  country.     It  is  from 
this  new  line  of  condu<^  of  the  Ehglifli  Company,  that 
the  foundations  of  enmity  have  been  laid  throughout  all 
the  country  of  Indoltan/' 

The  interference  of  the  fupreme  Council  was  highly 
refented  at  Madrafs,  and  the  liifpute  was  only  ended  by 
the  fufpenlion  of  Mr  Whitehiil  who  had  fucceeded  Sir 
Thomas  Kum^old  in  his  office  of  Prelident  of  that 
Council.  In  the  mean  time,  Colonel  Harper  was  de- 
tained at  Innaconda  for  want  of  freih  orders ;  and  when 
they  anived,  he  had  neither  money  nor  provifions, 
and  confequently  conld  not  purfue  his  march  by  the 
way  which  he  ought  to  have  done  originally,  and  which 
would  at  this  time  have  produced  the  intended  effc£t. 
The  delay  thus  occafioned  was  moftunjuilly  imputed  to 
Colonel  Harper,  from  whom  the  command  was  therer 
fore  taken,  and  given  to  Colonel  Baillie* 

In  the  mean  time,  Bazalet  Jung,  inceflantly  im» 
plored  proteftion  from  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs,  withr 
out  which  he  could  no  longer  fupport  the  Englifh  in- 
terefl  in  oppofition  to  Hyder  Ally,  who  conftantly 
plied  him  with  letters,  requiring  him  to  abandon  their 
intereft  altogether,  and  threatening  him  with  ven- 
geance if  he  perfiited  in  his  refufal.  In  thefe  letters  he 
exprefled  the  utmoft  contempt  of  the  Engli(h  councils  ; 
reprefented  them  as  the  common  enemy  of  the  country ; 
endeavoured  to  (hew,  from  his  own  experience  and 
fucccfsin  the  laft  war,  that  they  were  not  near  fo  for- 
midable in  arms  as  was  imagined  ;  and  fet  them  forth 
as  a  molt  rapacious  fet  of  people,  from  whom  nothing 
could  ever  be  recovered  after  they  had  once  got  pol- 
feilionofit. — ^Finding,  however,  that  Baznlet  was  not 
yet  willing  to  come  to  a  rupture  with  them,  Hyder  at 
lali  invaded  his  dominions,  and  fhut  him  up  in  Adoni 
his  capital ;  on  which  the  unfortiUiate  prince  wrote  in 
the  xnoft  prefling  terms  t6the  Prefidency,  to  evacuate 
the  Guntoor  Circar,  of  which  they  had  taken  poflTellion, 
as  their  keeping  it  would  be  attended  with  his  inevita- 
ble deftruftion. 

Thus  Itood  matters  in  the  end  of  the  yenr  1779, 
and  beginning  of  1780 ;  and  though  the  prefidency 
of  Madrafs  muft  have  been  fenfible  that  the  line  of 
condudt  they  had  adopted  would  unavoidably  produce 
a  war,  they  had  entirely  negle<J\ed  to  make  any  pre- 
parations for  it.     It  was  againit  tliis  Prelidenpy  indeed 
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CHAP,  that  Hydcr^s  rcfentment  was  principally  levelled  ;  for 
XXX.     ^jjQ>  jjg  occafionally  fpoke  in   very  favourable  terms  of 
^"^^^*^  the  Britifh  in  general,  he  conftancly  expreiTed  his  dii- 
*'  **'     pleafure  againlt  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafe.     It  had 
been  even  fuppofed,  that  nothing  but  his  being  taken 
up  with  the  Mahratta  war  had  hindered  him  from 
inarching  to  the  aflillance  of  Pondicherry  in  the  year 
1778;  and  his  difpofition  was  ftiil  further  manifeiied 
by  his  behaviour  on  the  taking  of  a  French  fort  called 
Mahic,  in  the  year  1779- 
Taking  of     This  fort  was  lltuated  in  the  territories  of  one  of 
Mahie  re-  ^jje  fraall  Malabar  Princes,  entirely  ruled  by  Hydcr 
Hydw^^  Ally ;  who  thereupon  confidering  the  prince  as  his 
Ally.        fubjeft,  and  the  fettlement  as  a  part  of  his  own  do- 
minion, remonftrated  very  warmly  againft  the  expe- 
dition undertaken  by  the  Engliih  for  reducing  it. — But 
as  thefe  remonftrances  produced  no  efFeft,  he  threaten- 
ed a  feverc  revenge  on  account  of  the  injury  done  to 
many  Europeans,  French,  Dutch,  Danes  and  Portu- 
guefe,  who  were  fettled  in  the  country,  ashefaid,  for 
the  mutual  benefit  both  of  the  natives  and  themfelvcs. 
The  Prefidency  were  fomewhat  ftartled  at  thefe  me- 
'    naces  ;  but  as  Hyder  was  known  to  be  ftill  deeply  en- 
gaged in  the  Mahratta  war,,ic  was  at  laft  determined 
to  profecute  the  fcheme  with  all  manner  of  vigour. 
Hydcr  attempted  to  relieve  the  place,  but  his  views 
were  defeated  by  Colonel  Braithwaite,  and  the  French 
expelled ;  fo  that  little  doubt  remained  as  to  the  part 
Hyder  would  take  in  the  French  war,  as  foon  as  he 
found  himfelf  difengaged  from  that  with  the  Mah- 
rattas ;  4nd  this  difpofition  became  daily  more  danger- 
ous from  the  number  of  French  troops  which  were 
conftantly  fent  to  the  iflands  of  Mauritius  and  Bour- 
bon, in  order  to  be  at  hand  m  cafe  any  opportunity 
fliould  offer  of  retrieving  their  affairs  in  that  quarter. 
Notwithftanding  all  thi«  lU-will,  however,  it  appears 
that  even  yet,  had  matters  been  prudently  managed,  a 
quarrel  might  have  been  avoided,  as  Hyder  did  not 
feem  inclined  to  come  to  extremities ;  but  from  the 
time  that  the  affair  of  the  Guntoor  Circar  was  known, 
he  appeared  totally  averfe  to  any  reconciliation  widi 
the  government  of  Madrafs. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  who,  by  rea- 
ifon  of  his  friendfhip  with  the  Englifh,  was  in  the  fame 
danger  with  themfelves,  though  he  negleAed  to  take 
proper  mcafures  fbr  his  own  fafety,  did  not  foil  to  give 
fuch  advice  to  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafs  z^  fcemed  to 
bun  moft  proper  in  the  prefent  emergency.    He  preffcd 
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them  to  draw  together  ail  tht  troops  in  the  Carnatic^c  Hap, 
and  to  form  one  or  two  camps^  as  ihould  feea\  beft  cai-  y^^'^ 
enlaced  for  protefting  the  country,  in  cafe  of  an  in-    \^(T^ 
vaflon.       He    fet  forth,    that    the  irruption  of   the 
enemy  would  be  fudden,  and  that  their  horfe  would 
rapidly    overfpread    the    country  ;    that    every    at- 
tempt to  colled  the  troops  would  then  be  attended  with 
difficulty  and  danger  ;  befides  which  it  would  be  ioi-         ^ 
poillble  to  procure  bullocks  (which  are  commonly  ufqd 
in  the  Eaft)  for  the  fervice  of  the  artillery,  or  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  thofe  porters  called  coolies,  who  are 
neceflfary   attendants  on  all  armies,  for  the  purpofe  of 
conveying  their  baggage  and  provifions.     At  the  fame 
rime  he  declared,  that  he  had  neither  money  nor  troops 
with  which  he  could  hope  to  make  any  efFe<H;ual  refiit- 
ance.     He  alfo  advifed  an  alliance  with  the  Mahrattas 
againfl  Hyder. 

Thefe  falutary  advices  were  negleSed  as  ufual :  in- 
deed, the  meafures  purfued  on  the  other  fide  of  India 
rendered  an  alliance  with  the  Mahrattas  impradticable,- 
as  every  thing  had  certainly   been  done  to  provoke 
them.     Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1779,  therefore, 
the  Nabob  announced  the  peace  between  Hyder  Ally 
and  the  Mahrattas,  with  iome  (ketch  of  the  confede-* 
racy  formed  among  the  Indian  princes,  already  menti- 
oned.    This  met  with  little  credit ;  and  the  Prefidency 
of  Bengal  were  fo  much  convinced  that  all  difFerences^ 
would  be  conciliated  by  the  making  up  matters  with 
the  Mahrattas,  that  they  were  at  no  pains  to  provide 
for  the  worl^  in  cafe  of  the  failure  of  their  negociation. 
la  the  mean  time,  the  governor  of  Fort  St  George 
had  endeavoured  to  enter  into  a  private  negociation 
with  Hyder  Ally,  to  whom  he  fent  a  letter  by  a  gen- 
tleman.     This    meffenger    was  received  with   great 
haughtinefs,  and  obtained  a  very  indifferent  anfwer/ 
In  the  letter  written  on  this  occalion  by  Hyder,  he 
complained  that  the  friendlhip  betwixt  him  and  the 
Company  had  been  broken  througli  by  the  latter ;  bun 
that  out  of  friendlhip  for  the  King  of  England,  whom 
he  had  formerly  confidered  as  a  friend,  but  now  thoughe 
otherwife,  he  had  not  yet  taken  veno;cance ;  and  he 
concluded  with  the  following  words : — '*  But  if  you, 
forgetting  all  treaties  and  engagements  of  the  Com- 
pany, are  ftill  intent  on  breaking  with  me,  what  ad- 
vantage can  attend  writing  to  you  ?   You  are  acquaint- 
ed with  every  thing :  it  is  right  to  act  in  all  things  with 
pradcnce  and  forefight." 


Defpcraie 

fitu'ition 

of  I  he 

1                            Nabob  of 

Arcot. 

! 

194  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP*  AH  this  was  ftlU  infuiHcicnt  to  roufe  the  Prefiden- 
XXX.  ^y  Qf  Madrafs  from  their  lethargy.  It  was  ftill  ima- 
^"^T^^  gined  that  no  Sipprchenfions  of  a  war  with  Hydcr  Ally- 
March  19.  were  to  be  eiitcruined ;  though  a  letter  fent,  March  19, 
1780,  by  Hyder  to  the  preiident,  was  by  ilr  Edward 
Hughes  conlidered  as  fuch  a  itrong  indicatioa  of  that 
prince's  holtile  difpoiition,  that  he  fent  it  home  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  In  this  letter  Hyder  gave  a  (hort, 
but  explicit,  detail  of  aU  the  injuries  he  had  fuftained 
from  the  Government  of  Madrafs  for  the  latt  eleven 
years  ;  and  he  concluded  with  the  following  expoflu- 
lation  : — **  When  fuch  improper  conduct  is  purlued, 
what  engagements  will  remain  inviolate  ?  I  leave  it  to 
the  judgment  of  you  and  your  Council  to  determine 
on  whole  part  the  engagements  and  promifes  have  been 
infringed." — To  the  fame  purpofe  he  had  exprefled 
himfelf  in  a  letter  written  to  Bombay,  relative  to  foine 
Englifli  gentlemen  who  had  been  imprifoned  in  his 
dominions,  and  whom  he  releafed  on  tlie  application  of 
that  Prefidency.  In  this  he  informed  them,  that  be 
had  given  orders  to  oppofe  any  encroachments  on  his 
territories  by  force  of  arms;  but  as  there  were  no  differen- 
ces between  him  and  Bombay,  hedeclared  that  his  refent- 
ment  fhould  only  fall  on  thole  who  had  done  him  injuitice. 
Tlvefe  threats  were  foon  followed  by  the  moik  ac- 
tive preparations  for  war  on  the  part  of  Hyder  Ally  s 
large  bodies  of  troops  were  every  where  collected  on 
the  borders  of  the  Carnatic,  particularly  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  gautSy  or  difficult  paifes  of  the  moun- 
tains, which  command  the  accefs  into  the  country  ; 
great  magazines  were  formed  ;  and  Hyder  himfelf  ad- 
vanced from  his  capital,  Seringapatara,  to  the  frontiers; 
fo  that  every  thing  bore  the  moft  evident  marks  of  an 
approaching  invaiion. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  on  whom 
the  ftorm  was  about  to  fall,  had  run  himfelf  into  the 
moft  dii^refledfituacion  imaginable.  By  an  unaccoi^it- 
able  diinpation  of  his  revenue,  he  had  involved  him- 
felf in  debt  to  the  Company,  to  his  army,  and  to  every 
perfon  who  would  lend  him  money.  His  garrifons 
were  deftitute  of  Aores  and  providcns ;  and  he  bad 
been  fo  long  due,  and  fo  deeply  in  arrears,  to  his  army, 
that  mutiny  and  defertion  every  where  prevailed. 
His  cavalry  marched  off  by  large  bodies  at  noon-day^ 
and  his  beil  regiment  was  with  difficulty  brought  back 
by  a  Britilh  gentleman  who  advanced  his  whole  fortune 
to  pay  the  men  their  arrears ;  by  which  he  was  extreme- 
ly diltreffed,  till  the  Government  of  Madrafs  at  Uft  re- 
paid the  money  on  the  Nabob'$  accounts 
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The  Government  of  MadraTs,  however,  had  a  ffal-  CHAP, 
lant  and  well  difciplined  army,  amounting  to  fomething  ^^^• 
aboac  30,000  effeAive  men  ;  and  had  been  lately  rein-  ^^^ 
forced  by  the  arrival  of  Lord  Macleod,  with  a  new 
raifed  regiment  of  a  thoufand  men,  from  England.  But 
this  force,  which  would  have  been  fo  confiderable  in  its 
eiFedt,  if  collefted  and  afting  in  a  body,  was  rendered 
weak  and  inert,  by  its  being  broken  into  fmall  parties, 
difperfed  at  great  diftances,  whether  in  quarters,  garri- 
fons,  or  upon  various  detached  fervices.  A  confidera- 
ble  party,  but  much  more  fo  with  refpee^  to  the  nature 
and  value  of  the  troops  than  their  number,  were,  in 
this  feafon  of  danger,  lent  to  aflirt  Gen.  Goddard  in  the 
Guzerat-war.  The  applications  from  Bengal  for  this 
reinforcement,  were,  however,*  too  urgent  not  to  be 
complied  with.  Others  were  in  garrifon  on  the  Mala- 
bar coaft ;  and  a  very  valuable  detachment  was  in  the 
Guntoor  Circar,  under  the  conduft  of  Colonel  Baillie. 
Thofe  immediately  in  the  Carnatic  were  difperfed  in  the 
manner  we  have  before  obferved.  A  Icarcity  of  money 
ufually  fuperinduces  every  other  want.  This  mis- 
fortune now  prevailed  ;  and  the  troops  were  generally 
deftitute  of  all  thofe  neceflaries  and  means  which  coul  J 
enable  them  to  take  the  Held. 

At  the  fame  time,  every  account  of  the  deligns  and 
movements  of  Hyder  Ally  were  moft  unaccountably 
flighted  ;  and  the  Prclidency  of  Madrafs  remained  in 
a  lupine  ilate  of  inaftivity,  when  almoft  on  the  brink 
of  ruin;  nor  was  it  ever  believed  that  an  invalion 
would  take  place,  till  it  adlually  happened.  Two  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Council  (Mr  Johnfon  and  Mr  Smith)  had 
indeed  paffed  very  fevere  ftriftures  on  the  conducl  of 
the  majority ;  but  their  remonftrances  produced  no 
other  efFeft  than  that  of  having  their  own  conduft 
blamed  ;  and  a  Mr  Sadlier,  who  had  delivered  in  a 
minute  full  of  fevere  reflections,  a  few  days  after  the 
invaiion,  was  fufpended  from  his  feat  in  Council  on  that 
account,  as  well  as  from  the  Company's  fervice  in  ge- 
neral: Nor  did  the  matter  reft  here,  but  was  i  nmediatcly 
followed  by  a  challenge  from  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  forces  in  the  Carnatic. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  could  by  no 
means  be  brought  to  give  any  account  of  his  military 
eftablifliment,  or  theltrength  and  number  of  his  troops. 
Itwas  known,  however,  that  the  number  of  his  forces^ 
at  fome  former  periods,  had  amounte'd  to  about  35,000 
men  ;  but,  indeed,  the  behaviour  of  his  officers  and 
foldiers  rendered  their  numbers  iniignilic^nt. 
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CHAP.    XXXI. 


HydcrMy^s  inuafion Threatens  Madrafs Bejieget 

Aj'CQt Colonel  Bailliey  after  defeating  Tippoo  Saiby  iif 

timfelf  defeated Difcontents  in  the  Britijb  army 

Command  given  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote Jrcot  taken 

by  Hyder  Ally MrWhitehill^  prefident  of  Madrafs^ 

fufpended Wandev)ajh  relieved  by  Coote Dijlur- 

"bance  at  Pondicherry Coote  repeatedly  defeats  Hyder 

Ally Dutch  fettlements  reduced Negapatam  ta» 

ken Trincomale  reduced  by  Hughes^—^/f^arwith  the 

Rajah  of  Benares ConduSltfGoruemor  Hidings'     ■■ 

Succefs  of  Majors  Crabhe  and  Popham*--^^Rajahflies^ 

leaving   behind  him  immenje  treajhres New  Ra^ 

jah  appointed. 

^xxxi.    T"^  '^*^  ^^^^  ^^  confufion,  when  there  was  no  pro- 

v.^^v'^^  X  P^"^  ^^^^  of  defence  on  either  fide,  Hyder  Ally  fud- 

1780.     denly  iflued  through  the  paffes  of  the  mountains  about 

Hyder  Al- the  20th  of  July  1780.    He  had  for  fomc  time  pub* 

thcBrUiS  ^'^^^  declared  his  intention  of  invading  the  Carnatic| 

dominions  in   order  to  chaftife  the  Englifh. — ^^  I  have  already 

July  2o,    tried  thera,"  faid  he,  "  and  know  them  well :  they 

have  no  condufl ;  and  even  now,  when  I  have  a^ 

fembled  fo  great  a    force   to    enter    their    countryi 

they  have  not  manifefted  the  leaft  glimmering  of  abi* 

lity ;  now,  therefore,  is  the  time  to  go  againft  them." 

As  there  was  no  enemy  to  oppofe  him  in  the  fields 
Hyder  did  not  meet  with  any  obftacle  but  what  arofc 
from  the  nature  of  the  ground  he  had  to  march  over. 
No  care  had  been  taken  to  guard  the  paffes,  and  even 
fome  of  the  garrifons  near  them  had  applied  for  r^n- 
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Ibrcenients  and  ftores.  in  vain.  His  army,  by  ^  bcft  CHAP, 
accounts,  exceeded  86,000  men,  befides  a  i^irge  body  ^^^^^ 
nnder  his  fon  Tippoo  Saib,  'vrho  had  been  dilpatched 
towards  the  nothern  Circars,  and  other  parties  which 
were  employed  in  alarming  the  frontiers  ;  and  his  force 
was  rendered  more  formidable  by  a  conf^derable  num- 
ber of  French  troops,  whom  he  had  obtained  from  the 
Nizam* 

The  terror  and  difinay  oocafioned  by  this  invadon 
may  eafily  be  imagined.  Difpiites,  however,  inftead 
of  any  proper  agreement,  took  place.  The  Nabob 
of  Arcot  and  Preiidency  of  Madrafs  mntnally  threw 
Ottt  accuiations  againft  each  other  ;  while  th«  moft  dif* 
mal  accounts  of  ruin,  devaluation,  and  danger,  were 
received  from  all  quarters^  and  multitudes  of  repre- 
fentations  from  garrifons,  that  they  were  utterly  in 
want  of  the  proper  means  of  defence,  and  ^t  with- 
out a  fpeedy  reinforcement  they  muft  fail  a  prey  to  the 
invader. 

The  Nabob  of  Arcot,  in  the  mean  time,  was  prelTed 
by  the  Preiidency  of  Madrals  to  exert  himfelf  to  the 
utmoft  in  fuch  a  defperate  emergency ;  to  which  he 
at&fwered,  partly  by  excufes,  and  partly  by  reproach- 
iogthem  for  their  own  dilatory  condud.  However, 
he  promifed  to  fiipply  them  with  rice,  oxen,  and  iheep, 
as  well  as  he  could  ;  and  that  he  ihouid  exert  himfelf 
to  complete  four  regiments  of  cavalry,  which  were  to 
be  put  under  the  dire^ion  of  the  Commander  in  Chief; 
and  he  confented  to  make  afiignments  of  territory  for 
what  fums  the  Company  Ihould  advance  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  troops. 

This  fhew  of  exertion  prefently  turned  out  to  no« 
thing,  by  reafon  of  the  extreme  ill  management  of  the 
Nabob's  affairs,  which  wasfo  great,  that  his  commander, 
in  the  ftrong  and  important  fortrcfs  of  Gingee,  refufed 
to  allow  a  Britilh  officer  to  take  any  meafures  for  its  de- 
fence, though  it  was  by  no  means  in  any  proper  ftate 
for  reflihng  an  enemy,  until  be  had  received  exprefs 
orders  from  his  court  for  that  purpofe,  and  though  an 
attack  was  every  day  expeded  to  be  made  by  Hyden 
Colonel  Brathwaite  found  the  important  poft  of  Caran- 
golly  in  the  hands  of  an  inferior  officer,  with  only  20 
of  the  Nabob's  fepoys ;  and  even  this  petty  commandant 
hefitated  at  receiving  a  fupply- of  ammunition,  becaufe 
he  had  not  exprefe  orders  for  that  purpofe.  The  Co- 
kmel's  troops  afterwards  underwent  the  greateft  di(^ 
trefs  in  their  way  from  Pondicherry  to  join  the  army, 
by  reafon  of  the  fame  univerial  complaint  of  want  of 
orders. 


t96  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP  Hyder  Ally,  in  the  mean  time,  proceeded  in  his 
^^  •  plan  of  in  vafion.  Every  day  furniffaed  new  accounts  of 
lySoT  lofles  and  devaftations  ^  fo  that  there  was  not  a  place 
fironi  one  end  of  the  coaft  to  the  other  that  vas  not  kept 
in  continual  alarm  and  danger*  Nor  were  thefe  ra- 
vages confined  to  the  Carnatic.  Tippoo  Saib,  with  a 
great  army,  advanced  upon  the  northern  Circars,  while 
on  the  oppoiite  fide  different  parties  of  the  enemy  ad* 
vanced  to  Madura,  and  the  borders  of  the  Tinivelly 
country.  The  Company's  forces,  at  the  fame  time, 
were  rendered  incapable  of  afiembling,  or  of  a^ing 
with  eflFeft,  while  the  wretched  ftate  of  the  Nabob's 
affairs,  and  the  fpirit  of  mutiny  and  diflaffe^ion  which 
prevailed  among  his  troops,  evidently  (hewed  that  his  fub* 
je^s  were  much  more  difpofed  to  fide  %vith  his  enemies 
than  their  fovereign. 

In  this  extremity,  s^plan  was  laid  of  fuddenly  draw- 
ing together  from  the  neareft  garrifons  a  confiderable 
body  of  troops,  to  be  reinforced  by  two  regiments  of 
the  Nabob's  cavalry  in  order  to  intercept  feme  large 
convoys  of  provifions  and  ilores  which  were  to  come 
through  the  pafTes  in  ordei  to  join  Hyder  Ally's  army. 
The  execution  of  this  was  committed  to  Colonel  Cofby, 
a  man  of  dii\inguiihed  bravery  and  talents  for  enter* 
prifc ;  but  he  met  with  fo  many  obftacles  in  coUe^ling 
his  troops,  and  was  fo  often  milled  and  betrayed  by 
the  Nabob's  fervants  and  officers,  that  the  enterprife 
not  only  mifcarried,  but  it  was  with  the  utmoft  diffi- 
culty that  he  himfelf  and  his  party  efcaped  falling  intd 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Thrratcns  On  the  loth  of  Auguft,  the  inhabitants  of  Madr^iis 
Madrnfs,  ^vcTc  alarmed  by  an  attack  made  on  fome  places  about 
"fi-  '<>•  f  j^g  Mount  by  fome  of  Hyder's  cavalry ;  and  fome  con- 
fultations  were  held  about  throwing  up  works  in  proper 
places  to  defend  the  town.  The  army  had  been  ordered  to 
aflcmble  at  Conjeveram  ;  but  this  could  not  be  efFedted, 
on  account  of  the  want  of  bullocks,  which  had  been  ail 
carried  off  by  the  country  people  into  places  of  fafety. 
It  was  therefore  now  refolved,  that  the  Mount  ihould 
be  appointed  the  general  place  of  rendezvous  ;  and 
that  the  troops  ihould  remain  there  until  eight  days 
provifions  could  be  procured,  and  the  means  of  con* 
veyance  effabliihed  ;  after  which  they  were  to  proceed 
immediately  on  their  march.  Application  was  then. 
made  once  more  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain  the  fupplies  of  bullocks,  and  other  neceffary  arti- 
cles, fo  much  wanted  at  prefent. 
B  fie  Hyder  Ally,  in  the  mean  time,  having  made  feveral 

Arcotf    feints  in  order  to  cover  his  real  defign,  at  laft  fat  down 
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before  Arcot,   which  probably   ur^ed  the  Nabob  to  C  H  A  p. 
anfwer  the  application  of  the  Preiidency   fooner  than  J^^^^^^ 
he  woulJ  otherwife  have  done.     He  now  put  the  Se-     ij^o 
led  Committee  in  mind  of  the  llores  of  all  kinds  which 
he  ha<l  laid  up  in   feveral  of  his  forts  ;  and  in  treated 
that  they  would  order  the  army  to  march  immediately 
to  the  relief  of  his  capital,  where  they  would  be  plen- 
tifully iupplied  with  all  kindsof  necellaries  5  which  re- sir  HwSlor 
queit  being  complied  with,  Sir  Hedtor  Monro  imrac-^vionro 
diately  quitted  the  town  of  Madrafs,  and   took  wp<5n  f "^^j® ^^^  *^* 
him  the  command  of  the  army  at  the  Mount. 

All  this  time,  Colonel  Baillie  wis  at  the  head  of  the 
Company's  forces  in  the  Guntoor  Circar.  Various  and 
coniraditftory  orders  had  been  fent  him  lince  his  arrival 
in  that  place,  and  had  occaiioned  no  little  difputatioa 
at  Mdcli'afs.  Advices,  however,  were  now  received 
from  him,  that  the  neighbourhood  of  the  enemy's  ca- 
valry, with  the  overflowing  of  the  river  Kriftna,  had 
contracted  the  fources  from  whence  he  could  derive  his 
provillons  fo  much,  that  his  tnx>ps  were  in  danger  of 
wanting  fubfiltence  entirely  ;  and  that  he  was  appre- 
faentive  of  being  not  much  longer  able  to  detain  the 
bullocks  neceflary  for  a  march,  without  which  the  army 
could  not  by  any  means  move.  This  at  firft  produced 
only  forae  relaxation  of  the  ftri<^nefs  of  his  orders,  and 
he  was  allowed  to  march  toward  the  Preiidency  if  he 
ihould  find  it  impracticable  to  fubfiA  his  troops  where 
be  was  :  but,  loon  after,  finding  their  own  danger  in- 
creaiing  every  day,  they  fent  exprefs  orders  to  him  to 
come  dire^ly  to  the  alFiltance  of  the  Prefidency  ;  at  the 
fame  time,  however,  to  take  fuch  a  route  as  might 
enable  him  to  cut  off  fome  of  the  enemy's  convoys, 
This  occaiioned  a  delay  of  fome  days,  and  was  the  caufe 
of  the  enfuing  cataftrophe  which  we  are  now  aboiit  to 
relate. 

On  the  25th  of  Auguft,  there  were  no  more  cavalry  Aug  a;, 
at  St  Thomas's  Mount  than  a  (ingle  regiment  belongin  j 
to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot ;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
general,  Sir  Hedor  Monro,  thefe  abfolutely  refufed 
to  ferve  any  longer,  unlefs  their  arrears  were  paid  up. 
The  Ameer,  one  of  the  Nabob's  principal  officers,  who 
was  prefent,  refufed  to  comply  with  the  demand  ;  and, 
as  the  troops  continued  obdinate,  the  regiment  was 
broke,  and  (Gripped  of  their  horfes  and  arms.  Seven- 
teen black  officers,  and  about  iixty  private  men  offered 
to  ferve  in  a  new  corps,  and  were  gladly  accepted  of 
by  Sir  He£lor  ;  but  the  reft  were  ordered  prifoners, 
Under  a  guard,  co  Madrafs;  from   which,  however. 

Vol.  VI.  R  r 
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C  H  A  P.they  were  rcleafed  by  the  Ameer,  who  cnliftfed  tbem 
.^^^',  all  into  his  own  body  guard. 

1780^  ^^  '^^  mean  time,  che  €xceflive  rains  had  fwelled 
Diftreft  of  the  rivcrs  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  render  Colonel  Bail- 
Coi.  Bail-  lie's  march  from  t,he  Guntoor  almoft  inpraflicable,  and 
*'^'  exceedingly  dilireffed  and  incommoded  his  troops*     Sir 

He  dor  Monro's  force  at  the  Mount  was  fo  much  in- 
ferior as  to  feem  totally  inadequate  to  the  talk  of  facing 
the  army  of  Hyder  Ally  ;  Init  the  excellency  of  the 
troops,  together  with  the  fine  train  of  artillery  they 
bad,  was  no  fmall  counterbalance  to  the  numbers  of 
the  enemy.  In  thefe  circumftances,  it  was  confidered 
by  the  general,  that  a  briflc  movement  towards  Arcot 
would  probably  alarm  Hyder  fo  much  as  to  induce  him 
to  raife  the  liege ;  and  that  a  jundion  with  Baillie 
would  probably  produce  a  greater  eifed  if  it  took  place 
at  Conjeveram,  which  was  40  miles  on  the  way  to  Ar* 
cot,  than  at  St  Thomas's  Mount.  He  therefore  de- 
termined to  acconiplifli  it  there,  if  poflible.  This  place 
indeed  was  confiderably  out  of  Colonel  Baillie's  way, 
and  would  oblige  him  to  take  a  circuit  to  the  weft  ward; 
but,  as  no  danger  or  difficulty  of  accompliihing  the 
purpofe  was  at  that  time  apparent,  difpatches  were  ac- 
cording]  y  fent,  and  the  army  fet  out  at  the  fame  time 
from  the  Mount. 

Such,  however,  was  the  bad  ftate  of  matters  in  this 
country,  that  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  that 
the  general,  after  a  month's  preparation,  could  obtain 
only  eight  days  provifion  for  the  army ;  at  the  fame 
time  that  the  colleding  of  bullocks  for  the  purpofes  of 
draught  was  fo  impradlicable,  that  the  fepoys  were  ob- 
liged to  carry  one  half  of  this  provifion  on  their  backs. 
The  whole  force  amounted  only  to  about  6000  men, 
but  of  thefe  Lord  Macleod's  regiment  made  a  part,  with 
another  regiment  belonging  to  the  Eaft  India  Com* 
pany  ;  and  befides  there  were  a  company  or  two  of 
JELuropean  grenadiers  belonging  to  other  regiments,  and 
Aug.  29    300  artillery. 

By  the  29thof  Auguft,  Sir  Heftor  Monro  with  his 
troops  reached  Conjeveram,  after  having  been  exceed- 
ingly incommoded  by  the  violent  rains  which  fell,  and 
harafTed  on  their  march  by  the  enemy's  horfe  ;  and  at 
laft,  when  they  arrived  at  their  place  of  deftination, 
they  found  the  whole  country  under  water.  Here 
they  were  received  by  an  officer,  who  had  been  fent 
by  the  Nabob  to  conduft  them  to  Arcot.  To  him 
therefore  they  applied  for  provifions,  both-  for  the 
troops  already  come,  and  for  thofe  which  were  to 
jTollow;  urging  him^  at  the  fame  time,  to  procure   all 
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poflible  intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy.     To  C  H  a  p. 
this  the  General  received  for  anfwer,  that  the  officer  J^^^^^ 
had  orders  to  attend  him,  but  none  to  procure  either     1780, 
proviiions  or  intelligence  ;  fo  that  the  troops  had  no 
other  refource  than  to  encounter  all  the  inclemencies 
of  the  weather,  and  colleA  the  growing  rice  (called 
faddy  by  the  nacives)  at  the  riik  of  being  cut  in  pieces 
by  the  enemy's  horfe. 

Hyder  Ally  now  raifed  the  fiege  of  Arcot,  but  siege 
placed  his  array  in  fuch  a  manner  as  muft  necelTarily  raifc^» 
intercept  Colonel  Baillie  on  his  march  to  Conjcveram. 
It  had  indeed  been  expected  that  he  would  have  been 
able  to  reacfh  that  place  the  day  after  Sir  Hedtor  had 
arrived  ;  but  this  was  prevented,  not  only  now  by  the 
pofition  of  the  enemy,  but  by  the  fuddenrilingof  a  fmall 
river  in  his  way  :  for,  during  a  week  after  the  arrival 
of  the  army  at  Conjeveram,  the  rains  had  continued 
day  and  night  without  intermiflion,  which  raifed  the 
waters  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  were  obliged  to  en- 
camp on  higher  ground  ;  whiiit  all  the  paddy  they 
could  collet  and  beat  out,  was  no  more  than  fufficieat 
for  their  prefent  fubliftence. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  means  of  procuring  proper 
intelligence  were  f©  exceedingly  deficient,  that  Hyder 
Ally  was  encamped  within  five  miles  of  the  front  of  the 
Britifh  army  before  the  general  had  any  notice  of  his 
quitting  the  camp  before  Arcot.  At  laft  he  received 
information  from  Colonel  Baillie,  that  the  latter  had 
paiTed  the  river  above  mentioned,  the  fwelling  of  \s  hich 
had  fo  long  retarded  his  progrefs,  and  was  taking  the 
mod  proper  methods  to  eSedb  a  jim<^ion;  but  unhappily 
thb  was  now  rendered  impra^icable,  without  fighting 
the  whole  Indian  army  which  lay  between  the  two  Bri- 
tiih  commanders. 

The  day  after  Sir  Hcftor  had  received  the  advice 
from  Colonel  Baillie  above  mentioned,  a  change  of 
movement  in  the  pofition  of  Hyder  Ally's  army  in- 
duced htm  nlfo  to  change  his  pofition,  and  to  advance 
two  miles  to  an  high  ground,  on  the  Trepaffore  road, 
through  which  the  detachments  were  to  come,  by 
which  movements  the  two  hoftile  armies  were  brought 
within  two  miles  of  each  other.  Hyder's  view  in 
bringing  bimfelf  into  this  fituation  was  to  cover  and 
fuppon  the  attack  he  intended  to  make  upon  Colonel 
Baillie's  detachment ;  on  which  fervice  he  had  already 
fcnt  his  brother-in-law,  Meer  Saib,  with  8000  horfe ; 
hnt  thefe  bein^  repulfed  with  lofs,  he  had  next  dif- 
patched  his  fon  Tippoo  Saib  with  6000  regular  infan* 
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c  HA  t>,  trj',  18,000  cavalry,  and  12  pieces  of  cannon,  to  make   • 
^^^^'    an  immediate  and  decilivc  attack  on  the  Britiih  de- 
^^"J?^^  tachment.     An  cngageme.it  took  place  on  the  6th  of 
Colonel     September  1780,  at  a  place  called  Perimbancuiu,  where 
Baillic  dc-  the  Britiih  commander  had  made  the  moil  mafterly 
WK)  s^lf '  *^»Q>o^itions  to  withiland  the  immenfe  fuperiority  of 
i.pt.  6.'  his  enemies.     After  a  fevcrc  adion  of  feveral  hours 
continuance,  the  Indians  were  totally  routed,  though, 
by  reafon  of  the  fmalinefs  of  their  numbers,  the  con- 
qlicrors  ioit   their  baggage,  and  a  number  of  brave 
men.     Colonel  Baillic  was  now  within  a  few  miles  of 
the  camp  of  Sir  Hedor   Monro ;  but  the  whole  In- 
dian army,  under  Hyder  Ally  himfelf,  lay  full  in  his 
way  ;  and  if  any  advantages  were  to  be  derived  from 
his  prefent  fituation,  he  could  not  retain  them  on  ac- 
count of  his  want  of  proviiions.     He  acquainted  the 
general,  therefore,  with  his  lituation,   letting   forth 
the  lofs  he  had  fuitained  in  the  late  action,  the  necef- 
iity  there   was  of  his  being   Ipeedily   relieved,  and 
urging  him  to  proceed  with  the  utraoft  diligence  t» 
meet  him  at  Perimbancum. 

The  general,  however,  unwilling  to  encounter  fo 
great  a  force  with  the  fmall  army  he  had,  refolved  to 
fend  fuch  a  detachment  as  might  enable  Baillic  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  march  towards  the  main  body.  Colonel 
Colonel  Fletcher,  an  officer  of  diltinguiihed  merit,  was  accord- 
Flctchcr  ingly  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  ftrong  detach- 
lent  to  re  men t,  compofed  of  the  belt  troops  in  the  army,  to  his 
BaiiJic^  relief.  The  force  on  this  expedition  coniiiled  of  the 
grenadier  and  light  infantry  companies  of  Lord  Mac- 
Icod's  highland  regiment,  two  other  companies  of  Eu- 
ropean grenadiers,  one  company  of  fepoy  markfmen, 
and  ten  companies  of  fepoy  grenadiers ;  and  as  their 
fecurity  depended  entirely  on  the  iilence  and  remotc- 
nefs  of  their  march,  the  commanding  officer  refufed 
four  fix  pounders  which  were  oiFered  him,  and  fet  out 
from  the  camp  at  nine  o'clock  at  night.  The  foldters 
left  their  knapfacks  behind  them,  but  it  was  thought 
necefTary  that  they  iliould  carry  two  days  rice,  foine 
bifcuit,  &c.  on  their  backs,  in  order  to  fupply,  in  fomc 
mealure,  the  want  of  their  fellow-foldiers  at  Perim- 
bancum. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  Hyder  Ally  havmg  in- 
telligence of  every  thing  that  pafTed  in  the  Englifli 
camp,  was  informed  of  the  march  and  dei\mation  of 
Colonel  Fletcher's  detachment,  and  fent  a  flrong  body 
of  troops  to  intercept  it.  But  the  Britiih  commander, 
having,  by  a  lingular  fagacity,  conceived  a  fufpicioii  of 
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hit  guides^  fuddenly  changed  his  route,  and  efcapcd  theC  H  a  P.  ^ 

danger,  by  taking  a  circuit  through  fwamps  and  rice  ^^^^* 
fields  to  the  right,  efiFefting  at  laft  the  delired  jun<^ion  "^"Z^^ 
with  Colonel  Baillie. 

The  fuccefs  of  thU  manoeuvre  greatly  intimidated 
the  Indians,  whb  had  been  already  diiheartened  by  the 
two  defeats  received  from  an  enemy  To  exceedingly 
inferior  in  number.  Colonel  Lally,  and  the  other 
French  officers,  advifed  Hyder  to  an  immediate  re- 
treat, as  they  perceived  that  his  army  was  now  in 
danger  of  being  attacked  on  both  fides  by  the  Britifh, 
whole  fuperior  valour  could  leave  no  doubt  of  the 
event,  Hyder  continued  undetermined  how  to  a^t, 
unti'  two  of  his  fpies  arrived  from  Conjeveram,  with 
an  account  that  every  thing  was  quiet  in  the  camp 
of  the  enemy,  and  that  they  did  not  attempt  to  make 
the  lealt  ufe  of  the  advantages  offered  by  their  (itua- 
tioD,  or  indeed  did  not  feem  to  be  feniible  of  them. 

This  intelligence  revived  the  courage  of  the  Indian 
Prince,  who,  though  ftill  preffed  by  the  Europeans  in 
his  army,  who  could  not  credit  the  intelligence  given 
by  the  fpies,  to  think  of  a  retreat,  yet  continued  in 
his  refolution  to  cut  off  the  united  detachments  of 
BaUlie  and  Fletcher.  Such  an  ambulh  was  therefore 
laid  for  them  as  it  was  impoflible  to  efcape.  The  moil 
covert  and  difficult  grounds  on  the  road  through  which 
they  were  to  pafs  were  occupied  and  enfiladed  by  feve- 
ral  batteries  of  cannon ;  and  as  the  time  and  circum- 
Aances  of  their  march  were  known,  large  bodies  of  the 
beft  foot  in  Hyder  Ally's  army  lay  in  ambufcade  on 
each  fide ;  he  himfelf,  with  almoJt  his  whole  force, 
being  ready  to  fupport  the  attack ;  and  while  thefe 
difpofitions  were  making  to  en  lure  the  deiku^ion  of 
this  unfortunate  army,  a  great  body  of  irregular  ca- 
valry were  employed  in  various  motions  on  the  Con- 
jeveram lide,  in  order  to  amufe  the  enemy,  and  prevent 
any  interruption  from  that  quarter. 

On  the  loth  of  September,  by  day-break.  Colonel  Engage- 
fiaillie,  not  fufpe6ting  any  thing  of  the  Ihare  laid  for  '"^^"^  ^|^' 
him,  fet  forward  on  his  march  ;  but  was  foon  informed  [icr^^ily^" 
of  his  danger,  by  the  opening  of  a  twelve-gun  battery,  and  Colo- 
which  poured  in  grape  ihot  upon  his  right  Hank,     inn  iBdUiic, 
half  an  hour  more,  no  lefs  than  57  pieces  of  cannon  ^^^^"  *°' 
were  brought  to  bear. in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  penetrate 
every  part  of  the  Englilh  line,  and   by  feven  o'clock 
the  aclton  was  become  general.     The  litnarion  of  the 
British  was  now  without  a  parallel  in  modern  hiitary^ 
and  very  much  rcfembled  foine  of  the  encounters  be- 
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CHAP,  tweeo  the  Greeks  and  ancient  Perfians.  Surrounded 
J^^^'j  on  all  fides  by  25,ocx)  cavalry,  30  regiments  of  fepoys^ 
^^^  the  Europeans  in  Hyder's  fervice,  and  evfcry  where 
galled  by  a  numerous  artillery,  which  poured  in  grape ' 
Qiot  upon  them,  the  Britifli  column  (Hll  remained  in- 
vincible, and  repulfed  every  attack  with  prodigious 
flaughter  of  their  enemies.  They  had  only  ten  pieces 
of  cannon  ;  but  thefe  were  fo  admirably  well  ferved, 
that  they  did  immenfe  execution  ;  and,  after  a  dubious 
conteft  of  about  three  hours  and  an  half,  vidory  began 
plainly  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  Englidu  The  ca- 
valry of  the  enemy,  after  being  fevcral  times  repulfed, 
was  at  length  entirely  routed ;  and  Hyder's  right 
wing,  which  coniifled  of  the  beft  troops  in  his  army, 
being  defeated,  he  himfelf  began  to  defpair,  and  pre- 
pared for  a  retreat.  Orders  were  accordingly  given 
to  Lally  to  carry  off  the  artillery,  and  to  the  cavalry 
to  cover  the  retreat.  But  while  every  thing  thus 
feemed  to  favour  the  Englifli,  a  fudden  exploiion  of 
the  two  tumbrils  -which  contained  their  powder,  fud- 
denly  changed  the  fortune  of  the  day.  This  was 
thought  to  have  proceeded  from  the  loofe  powder 
conveyed  in  bags  to  Colonel  Fletcher's  detachnieat, 
which  it  had  been  impoiiible  to  put  into  proper  pack* 
ages;  but  whatever  was  the  caufe,  the  effe^s  of  it 
were  dreadful.  As  the  explofions  happened  in  the 
centre  of  the  Britifli  lines,  a  great  number  of  men 
were  deftroyed  in  an  inftant,  and  all  their  artillery 
overturned  and  rendered  ufelefs.  Tippoo  Saib  in- 
ftantly  perceived  the  advantage,  and  falling  on  with 
his  cavalry,  before  the  enemy  had  time  to  recover 
themfelves  from  the  conf  ufion  occafioned  by  this  dread* 
ful  accident,  completed  the  deftrudion  of  the  unfortu- 
nate army.  Still,  however,  the  Englifh  continued  to 
refift  as  long  as  pofllble ;  and  though  without  ammu- 
nition, the  officers  fighting  with  their  fwords,  and  the 
foldiers  with  their  bayonets,  repulfed  the  enemy  in 
thirteen  different  attacks;  until  at  laft,  incapable  of 
witbftanding  the  continual  aifaiilts  of  frefh  troops  pour- 
ing in  upon  them  every  moment,  they  were  all  either 
killed  or  taken  prifoners.  The  lofs  fudained  on  this 
CoK  Bail- fatal  day  amounted  on  the  part  of  the  Englilh  to  3300 ; 
lie  defeat,  or,  according  to  other  accounts,  5000  fepoys,  and  from 
Fletcher  5  '®  7^^  Europeans.  The  brave  Colonel  Fletcher  was 
Hain.  among  the  number  of  the  flain  ;  and  Colonel  Baillie^ 
grievoufly  wounded,  was  brought  before  the  haughty 
conqueror,  who  infulted  him  on  his  defeat.  The  Co- 
lonel, however  difdainiog  to  fink  under  misfortune, 
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boUly  replied,  that  the  viftory  was  in. the  hands  of  the  C  h  A  P. 
Briciifa,  until  it  was  fnatched  out  of  theui  by  an  acci-  ^^^  • 
dent  which  human  prudence  could  neither  forefee  nor    ^TgoT* 
prevent,  for  the   truth   of  which  he  appealed  to  his 
Ibn,  Tippoo  Saib,  and  the  general  officers  who  were 
prefent* 

On  the  part  of  the  Indians  this  vidory  was  very 
dearly  purchafed  ;  and  bad  not  the  lofs  been  indui- 
trioufly  concealed,  it  mu(\  have  appeared  altogether 
incredible.  It  was  faid,  indeed,  and  probably  with 
truth,  that  had  the  army  under  Sir  Hedor  Monro 
come  up  at  any  time  during  the  engagement,  previous 
to  the  fatal  explolion  of  the  tumbrils,  Hyder  Ally 
would  not  have  been  able  to  carry  a  lipgle  gun  or  bat- 
talion of  men  off  the  field.  The  Conjeveram  army  had, 
indeed,  advanced  on  that  unhappy  morning,  along  the 
Trepaflbreroad,  on  purpofe  to  meet  the  expected  de- 
tachments ;  and  both  faw  the  fmoke  and  heard  the 
firing,  but  at  too  great  a  dtilance  to  come  up  before  it 
ceafed.  Unluckily  alfo  they  had  confidered  this  firing 
as. the  confequence  only  of  fome  defultory  attacks  of 
the  Indian  cavalry,  having  no  notion  that  Hyder  Ally 
would  advance  with  his  whole  army  to  the  attack ;  and 
befides  feem  to  have  placed  too  great  confidence  in 
Colonel  Baillie's  ability  to  overcome  every  poffible  ob* 
ftacle. 

On  receiving  the  news  of  this  dreadful  difafter,  the 
army  under  Sir  Heft  or,  both  officers  and  men,  natives 
as  well  as  Europeans,  were  enraged  alrnoA  to  madnefs, 
and  demanded  inflantly  to  be  led  on  to  the  ttrack,  in 
order  to  revenge  the  death  and  captivity  of  their  com- 
rades; but  the  general,  confidering  the  fmallnefs  of 
his  own  force,  and  its  vaft  difproporcion  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  prudently  refufed  to  allow  them  to  follow  the 
dilates  of  their  paflion.     His  refufal  to  comply  with 
their  requeft,  however,  produced  the  greatdt  difcon- 
tent  imaginable  in  the  army  ;  and  this  temper  proceed-  DJfcon. 
ed  fo  far  among  the  officers,  that  an  end  was  put  to  all  tents  in 
friendly  intercourfe  between  Lord  MacJeod  and  the  ^^'^^"^*^ 
General ;  fo  that  when  orders  were  given  for  a  retreat,  ^^  ^' 
for  fpiking  up  the  artillery,  and  deftroying  the  camp 
equipage  and  baggjsge,  the  general  difcontentand  dif- 
fatisfaftion  were  (o  great,  as  to  be  on  the  point  of  pro- 
ducing the  moft  violent  extremities. 

In  thefe  unhappy  circumftances,  the  retreat  of  the 
army  was  not  effefted  without  great  lofs,  as  the  enemy 
coni^antly  harafled  the  troops  on  their  march.     On  the  Sept.  ia« 
i2th  of  the  month,  however,    they  were  joined  at 
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c  HA  P-Chinglcput  by  the  body  of  troops  under  Colonel  Colby, 
^^^'  confiiting  of  tea  companies  of  fepoy  grenadiers,  and 
^*^,^  about  an  equal  number  of  battalion  and  lig-ht  infantry 
companies,  witn  two  regiments  or  the  Nabob  s  cavalry ; 
but  the  want  of  provifions  obliged  the  army  to  pro- 
ceed from  Chingleput  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Ma- 
drafs,  where  they  were  encamped. 

The  confequcnce  of  Colonel  Baillie's  misfortune 
fcemed  likely  to  be  a  total  lofs  of  the  Carnatic.  Ma- 
drafs  itfelf,  dellitute  of  provifions  and  of  every  ne- 
ceffary  requilite  for  defence,  trembled  under  the  a|>- 
prehenfion  of  a  (lege ;  and  matters  were  rendered  ibll 
more  defperate  by  the  dilTenfions  which  prevailed  in 
the  government.  At  the  fame  time,  a  fpirit  of  mu^ 
tiny  and  diforder  appeared,  and  great  difturbanccs  took 
place  among  the  fepoys  in  the  northern  Circars.  Thefe 
people  have  fuch  an  avedion  to  fea-voyages,  both  from 
nature,  and  the  institutions  of  their  religion,  that  they 
'  can  fcarce  be  induced  to  go  on  board  a  ihip  on  any  ac- 

count whatever.  It  was  now,  however,  ncccf&ry  to 
combat  this  prejudice  ;  for  fome  troops,  were  required 
from  the  northern  Circars,  and  the  way  by  land  being 
impracticable,  they  were  ordered  to  take  their  voyage 
by  fea.  This  the  fepoys  abfolutely  refufed  ;  and  on  its 
being  infilled  upon,  they  mutinied.  The  mutiny,  how- 
ever, was  quelled  at  Mazulipatam  by  the  prudence  of 
the  commanding  officer,  who  gave  up  the  point  con- 
tellcd  5  but  at  Vizigapatam  the  fepoys  proceeded  to 
the  moft  defperate  extremities,  and  after  killing  fome 
of  their  officers,  and  making  a  complete  plunder  of  the 
town,  mjirched  off  in  a  body  with  their  arms  and  plun- 
der. 

The  afpeA  of  affairs  in  other  places  was  no  leli 
gloomy.  The  fettlen^iencs  on  the  Malabar  coaft  were 
fo  much  endangered,  that  a  refolution  was  now  paf* 
fed  for  abandoning  the  important  and  ancient  fettle- 
men  t  of  Tellicherry  ;  though,  by  a  fubfequent  change 
of  circuinftances,  it  was  fortunately  relieved  by  Sir 
Edward  Hughes,  who  convened  a  reinforcement  to 
it  from  Bombay.  The  troops  under  General  God- 
dard  were  like  wife  demanded  back  from  the  Guzerac 
expedition  ;  and  the  moft  prefling  applications  were 
made  for  fupplies  of  men  and  money  from  Bengal, 
which  were  alfo  enforced  by  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  I  who,  befides  itating  in  the  ftrongeft  manner 
the  danger  to  which  the  whole  Carnatic  was  expofed, 
intreatcd  the  Governor  and  Council  to  lay  aiide  all 
plans  againft  the  Mahrattas,  and  direiSt  their  whole 
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force  and  attention  towards  the  oppofing  of  the  French  CHAP* 
and  Hyder  Ally,  who  were  now  undoubtedly  afting 
ifl  concert.  Orders  were  alfo  fent  for  reftoring  the  ^""^f^ 
Guntoor  Circar  to  Bazalet  Jung,  as  well  as  for  with- 
drawing the  Nabob's  managers ;  and  thefe  were,  fol- 
lowed by  letters  to  that  Prince,  as  well  as  to  the  Nizam 
his  brother.  In  the  letter  to  the  Nizam,  Septembe^;^ 
23,  they  informed  him  of  the  reftoration  of  the  Gun- 
toor ;  they  lamented  their  inability  to  pay  the  arrears 
of  the  tribute  due  to  him ;  but  hoped  he  would  believe  • 

their  aiTurances,  that  they  would  negleft  no  opportu* 
nity  for  the  future  of  making  good  tne  balances  ;  and  . 
fatisfaftion  being  given  on  that  point,  they  exprefled 
their  hope  that  *^  his  Highnefs  would  a6t  according  to 
the  treaties  fublifting  between  him  and  the  Compa^iy, 
and  endeavour  to  the  utmott  to  check  the  defigns  of 
their  enemie»t'* 

In  the  mean  time,  Hyder  prepared  to  hy  fiege  to  Arcot  b^. 
Arcot  a  fecond  time.  The  place  indeed  was  of  the  *^<=^^^  ? ^'=" 
utmoft  importance  to  both  lides;  being  a  prodigious  ^^"^  ""** 
magazine  of  all  kinds  of  (lores,  provilious,  and  necef- 
iaffes  of  every  kind ;  and  that  in  fuch  plenty,  as  to 
be  equal  ta  the  fupport,  and  perhaps  the  equipment,  of 
a  large  army  ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  its  lize  afforded 
abundant  room  for  fecurity  and  cover  in  Cafe  of  dan- 
ger. It  was  defended  by  about  7000  of  the  Nabob's 
people,  and  150  of  the  Company's  European  infantry 
and  cavalry,  with  fome  few  companies  of  their  fepoys. 
Thus  it  feemed  capable  of  making  a  confiderable  de- 
fence againft  an  Indian  army  ;  but  Hyder  Ally  wa$ 
now  become  formidable  even  in  lieges.  His  beit  troops 
were  compofed  of  deferters  from  the  Indian  Company, 
or  from  the  Nabob,  and  who  had  been  trained  up  and 
difciplined  by  the  beit  Engliih  officers.  His  attacks, 
therefoire,  were  fo  well  fupported,  and  his  artillery  fo 
well  ferved,  that  the  Europeans  were  furprifed,  as 
well  as  dilheartened-,  at  the  readinefs  with  which  the 
Indian  artillery  difmounted  their  cannon.  The  caval- 
ry of  the  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  were  fo  complete- 
ly maft^'s  of  the  country,  that  even  in  the  camp  near 
Madrafs,  the  army  could  not  march  two  miles  from  the  ^ 

cntreochments ;  and  fo  great  was  the  diJlatisfai^ioix 
which   prevailed  among  the  Nabob's  officers,  that  fe-  « 

veral  of  his  forts  were  ftirrendered  to  parties  of  Hyder  ,  -^ 

Ally's  cavalry  without  firing  a  fmgle  fhot ;  at  the  lame 
time,  that  the  Engliih  government  was  become  fo  uni- 
verfally  odious,  that  fcarce  a  native  of  the  Carnatic 
wiiheil  ill  to  Hyder  Ally's  caufc, 

Vot.  VL  Sf 
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CHAP.  All  this  tinae  the  Govcrninent  of  Bengal  were  fo  Kt- 
y^^^j  tie  fatlsfied  with  the  condu^.^  of  thofe  at  Madrafs,  that 
,J^  they  did  not  think  proper,  on  the  firft  news  of  the  in- 
vafion,  to  fend  any  relief ;  refolving  to  wait  £or  fuch 
farther  informadon  as  might  enable  them  to  determine 
with  certainty  what  ailidance  was  neceffary,  and  Hke- 
wife  to  take  meafiires  for  its  being  properly  applied. 
Thefe  dilatory  meafures,  however^  were  at  ooce 
given  up,,  fo  foon  as  the  news  arrived  of  the  dreadful 
dLfafter  which  had  befallen  Col.  Baillie ;  but  though 
the  moft  vigorous  refolutions  were  inftantly  adopted, 
the  monfoon  feaion  was  ftill  a  great  impediment  to  the 

}>utting  of  them  in  execution.  A  coniiderable  reia- 
brcement  of  European  troops  by  fea,  with  a  fupply  of 
15  lacks  of  rupees,  were  4minediately  voted ;  and  as 
the  averlion  of  the  fepoys  to  all  voyages  by  water  was 
found  too  ftrong  to  be  fubdued,  it  was  determined,  as 
foon  as  th  J  feaion  would  permit,  to  fend  a  ftrong  body 
of  thefe  troops  to  the  afUAance  of  the  Carnatic  by  land. 
This,  however,  being  a  matter  of  delay  and  douDt,  no 
reliance  was  placed  upon  it,  efpecially  as  the  ion  of 
Moodajee  BooQa  was  then  advanced  with  an  army  to- 
wards Bengal,  and  then  lay  full  in  the  way  through 
which  the  fepoys  muit  pafs.  Meafures  were  alfb  taken 
for  fending  a  plentiful  fupply  of  grain  to  Madrais  as 
foon  as  poifible  $  and  lli  the  mean  time,  a  quantity  of 
falted  provifions  were  diredly  forwarded,  to  provide 
againA  the  necefllties  of  a  fiege.  But  all  the  hopes  of 
the  Supreme  Council  for  retrieving  the  affairs  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  were  centered  in  Ge- 
The  com-  J^cral  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  at  that  time  a  member  of  their 
maad  of  o wn  body,  as  well  as  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  for- 
the  army  ^es  in  India.  A  refolution  was  accordingly  pa&d,  to 
Sir  Eyre  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  upon  him  the  command  of  the  army, 
Cootc.  and  the  application  of  the  means  for  the  relief  of 
'  the  Carnatic,  With  this  refolution  he  immediately 
complied,  notwithftanding  the  inclemency  of  the  fea- 
ion, and  his  own  ill  ftate  of  health  at  the  time.  As  the 
Supreme  Council  alfo  were  dubious  of  the  propriety  rf 
entruiting  fo  large  a  fum  as  15  lacks  of  nipcc^  in  the 
hands  of  the  government  of  Madrafs,  this  treaixire  was 
configned  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  to  be  by 
him  employed  in  fer vices  civil  and  military  $  with  a 
difcretionary  authority,  however,  on  the  part  of 
the  general,  to  advance  any  part  of  it  on  the  re* 
quifition  of  the  Prefidency  and  Seled  Committee  of 
Fort  St  George,  though  he  himfelf  was  to  determine 
on  the  propriety  of  the  mcafure.     The  Supreme  Coua- 
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cil  Hfcewife  communicated,  b6th   to  the  Prefidency  of  i-  ha  p. 
Madrafs,  and  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  an  early  account  i^^^^^ 
of  the  meafures  of  relief  they  were  takincr,  and  of  their    i;|o. 
hitention  of  making  fpecdy  propofaJs  for  a  peace  with 
the  Mahrattas.     They  alfo  rcquefted,  that  Sir  Edward 
would,  if  poilible,  dirt^i  the  operations  of  his  fquadron 
againit  Hyder's  ports,  and  the  (hipping  on  the  Malabar     .    . 
coaih 

The  paflage  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  from  Calcutta  to  * 
Madrafs  was  only  twenty-three  days.  He  arrive^ 
(here  on  the  5th  of  November  1780,  bringing  along 
with  him  two  hundred  European  artillery,  iix  com- 
panies of  infantry,  one  of  volunteers,  and  between  600 
and  700  lafcars.  Yet  with  all  this  reinforcement,  the 
whole  force  he  could  coUeft  on  the  Mount  fcarce  ex- 
ceeded 7000  men,  fo  that  the  defence  of  Madrafs  was 
all  that  could  be  expedcd  from  au  army  incapable  of 
taking  the  field. 

In  the  mean  time,  Hyder  Ally  took  the  city  of  Af-  Arcot  ta« 
cotbyaflault}  and  the  citadel,  which  was  incapable  {5^^^y 
of  making  a  long  defence,  was  given  up  three  days  AUy^ 
after.     The  prifoners  wfre  treated  with  great  humani-oa.  31* 
ty  ;  and  thele  having  informed  their  brethern  in  the 
fort  of  the  kindnefs,  and  even  gcnerollty  they  had  ex- 
perienced, the  latter  all  deferted  in  one  ni^t,  leaving; 
the  few  Europeans  to  defend  the  place  in  the  beft  man- 
ner they  could,  who  were  accordingly  obliged  to  fur-, 
render  the  place  and  themfelves. 

-Two  days  after  the  arrival  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  z% 
Madrafs^  he  took  his  feat  in  CdVtncil,  Where  he  pro- 
duced  his  inftru^ions,  containing,  among  other  things^ 
an  order  for  fufpending  Mr  WhitehiU  from  his  office 
ofPrefident,  and  from  the  Com fteny's  fer vice,  on  ac- 
count of  his  obRinate  perfeverance  in  the  tranfa^ions 
relative  to  Bazalet  Jung,  which  had  been  the  occaiioa 
of  all  this  mifchief,  and  which  had  been  fo  frequently 
difapproved  of  by  the  Council  of  Calcutta.     Mr  Whjte-  Mr  WWte 
hill,  however,  abfolutely  denied  the  authority  of  the  J^i^'*  Pjc^- 
Council  to  deprive  him  of  his  office  of  prelident  and  go-^^^rafs, 
vcmory  maintaining,  that  every  member  of  admini-fufpended 
ftration  who  held  Iiich  do(^rine,  ihould  be  accountable  ^^^  *ii% 
to  the  company  for  the  fubverlion  of  the  government,  ^   S^' 
and  to  him  for  thc4or$  he  might  fuftain  in  his  perfon  or 
liberty.     Thefufpeniion,  however,  was  fultained  by  a 
majority  of  the  Council,  and   Mr  Smith,  as  next  to 
the  chair,  fucceeded  in  the  office  of  prcfidcnt. 

In  a  letter  written  at  this  time  by  Sir   Eyre  Coote 
to  the  Direftors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  Eagr. 
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C^  ^^'  land,  that  general  obfcrved,  that  the  fame  unaccounN 
*    able  neglect  which  had  originally  operated  in  not  col- 
^^Zo^  lefting  the  forces,  ftill  continued  to  influence  the  mea- 
Mifcrablc  ^^^^^   ©f  the  Prefidency  of  Madrafe ;  and  that   what 
ftate  of     ought  to  have  been  their  firft  care,  was,  in  fad,  itill 
*^?"'*^  negleded,  as  though  no  enemy  had  been  near.     Even 
**"*      theneceffary  arrangements  for  the ''defence  of  Fort  St 
George  had  not  been  made  ;  nor  had  any   pains  been 
taken  to  recruit  the  ihattered  remains  of  Colonel  Bail- 
lie's  army,  though,  before  his  arrival,  it  was  the  only 
means  they  had  left  for  their  defence.      The  field  ar- 
tillery was  fo  far  from  being  in  readinefs,    that  the 
carriages  were  only  making  up  at  the  time  of  writing 
the  letter ;  the  troops  were  difpirited,  the   fepoys  de- 
ferting,  the  countries  defolated,  the  inhabitants  treach- 
erous, and  all  communication  cutoff;  their  pro  vifions 
coniumed,  and  their  refources  exhaufted.    That  the  Na- 
bob, fo  far  from  being  able  to  give  any  afliftance,  bad 
neither  men,    money^    nor  influence,    and  expefted 
fuccoursfrom  the  Company,  in  order  to  keep  up  his  in- 
terelh  and  credit ;  and  he  concluded  by  telling,  that 
*'  Hyder  Ally  had  taken  every  nieafure  which  could 
occur  to  the  mo(\  experienced  general  to  diilrefs  us, 
and  render  himfelf  formidable  ;  and  that  his  condu^ 
in  his  civil  capacity  had  been  fupported  by  a  degree 
of  political  addrefs  as  yet  unequalled  by  any  power  in 
Hindoftan." 

In  thefe  diftreffing  circumftances  Sir  Eyre  Coote  rc- 
folved,  in  the  firft  place,  to  relieve,  if  pofllble,  fomc 
of  the  befieged  for tre lies,  which  Hyder  had  now  invert- 
ed fince  his  late  fuccefs  at  Arcot.  Hyder's  army  by 
this  time  was  increafed  to  more  than  100,000;  and 
fome  accounts  rated  even  his  irregulars  and  matchlock 
infantry  at  upwards  of  80,000.  Neverthelefs,  though 
the  whole  force  commanded  by  the  Britifh  general 
did  not  exceed  7000  men,  he  would  not  have  fcrupled 
at  any  time  to  have  encountered  the  whole  Indian  army 
in  the  open  field ;  but  as  the  relief  of  the  fortreffes  at 
prefent  befiieged,  viz.  Villore,  Wandewafli,  Perma- 
coil,  and  Chingleput,  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal and  mort  attainable  object  at  prefent,  he  laid  his 
fentiments  on  that  fubje^  before  a  council  compofed  of 
Sir  Heftor  Monro,  Lord  Macleod,  and  Brigadier-ge- 
neral Stuart.  They  unanimoufly  Concurred  in  his 
opinion  ;  and  it  was  therefore  refolved  to  march  to  the 
afliftance  of  Wandcwaih,  which  feemed  to  be  in  the 
greateft  danger.  It  was  expefted,  indeed,  that  Hyder 
Ally  would  coUefl  his  whole  force  to  prevent  their 
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palling  the  river  Palaar,  which  lay  in  their  way   to  C  H  A  p. 
Wandewafh  5  but  Sir  Heftor  Monro  declared,  that  this    *'^^^' 
was  fo  far  from   being  any  objeflion,  that  it  was  the  ^"^Jj^ 
very  t^ing  he  wifhed  for.     Having  therefore  obtained 
th«  approbation  of  the  Seledt  Committee,   Sir  Eyre 
Coote  marcheil  from  the  encampment  at  the  Mount  to 
therelicf  of  Wandewafh  on  the  17th  of  January  1781;  Wande- 
but  Hyder  Ally  was  fo  far  from  attempting  to  oppofe  ^^'f* 
their  palfage,  that  he  not  only  raifed   the  liege  of  that  sf^Eyr/ 
place,  but, of  all  the  rcl^,  retiring  with  his  whole  force  Coote. 
to  a  cautious  and  guarded 'diftance.     Thus  a  great  ex- J*"*  »?• 
tent  of  territory  wab  inftantly  recovered,  and  from  this 
tim^  Sir  Eyre  Coote  kept  the  field,  fo  that   the  fafety 
of  Madrafs  was  as  efFedually  provided  for  as  if  the  army 
had  continued  under  its  walls,  and  the  fudden  change 
in  thp  face  of  affairs  raifed  at  once  the  fpirits  and  ex- 
pe^attons  of  the  troops. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  French  inhabitants  I^rcnchin- 
of  Pondicherry,  who  had  been  treated  with  the  greateft  ^f  p^^' 
tendernefs  and  lenity  fmce  the  reduftion  of  that  place  cherry 
by  the  Britifii,  had,  with  theutmoft  ingratitude,  in- revolt, 
creafed  as  mi^ch  as  they  could  the  alarm  and  confufion 
of  the  Carnatic.  On  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
troubles,  it  had  been  thought  proper  to  remove  to  Mad- 
rafs thofe  French  veterans  who  had  hitherto  been  left 
at  Pondicherry  oh  their  parole  ;  at  the  fame  time  it  was 
propofed  to  fend  to  the  fame  place,  fuch  of  the  inha- 
tants  of  Pondicherry  whofe  conduft  had  afforded  mod 
gfbund  of  jealoufy  and  fufpicion.  More  lenient  niea- 
(ures,  however,  were  purfued  ;  and  the  Xufpe^ed  per- 
fons  having  renewed  their  allegiance,  and  voluntarily 
prefented  a  written  declaration,  figned  with  their 
names,  and  binding  themfelves  to  the  moft  inviolable 
fidelity,  no  farther  notice  was  taken  of  the  matter.  Not- 
withflanding  all  this.  Colonel  Braithwaite  had  no 
fooner  marched  out  of  fight  with  his  troops  in  his  way 
to  Madrafs,  than  the  French  inhabitants  iuddenly  rofe 
in  arms,  feized  and  plundered  the  Engliih  refident  who 
had  been  left  to  fuperintend  their  condu<^,  and,  with  a 
bayonet  at  his  breaft,  compelled  him  to  fign  a  paper, 
with  the  contents  of  which  he  was  rotafty  unacquainted. 
They  then*  proceeded  to  raife  and  arm  two  or  three 
battalions  of  fepoys,  moft  of  whom  having  made  part  of 
the  former  garrifon,  had  received  a  fimilar  protection, 
a  id  were  bound  to  the  fame  conditions  vith  themfelves; 
ai  i  in  order  to  provide  as  effeftually  as  pofTible  for  the 
f«  >port  of  the  new  army,  which  was  daily  expelled 
fi  >ni  Mauritius^    they  proceeded  to  colled  a   great 


3IO  fflSTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

C  H  \  p.  quantity  of  provifions  at  Carangolly,  a  town  at  no 
XXX!.  gfgjjt  diftance  upon  the  coaft. 

*^gj^  Sir  Eyre  Cooce  having  now  relieved  and  ftrengthcncd 
^he  garrifons  of  the  befieged  fortreffcs,  took  the  moft 
effectual  methoils  for  allaying  the  ferment  at  Pondi- 
cherry.  For  this  purpofe  he  difarmed  the  inhabitants 
by  the  dellruftion  of  their  boats,  and  the  capture  of 
the  provifions  from  C^rangolly.  This  deftrudion  of 
the  boats  was  very  timely  and  fortunate;  forM.de 
Orves  arriving  there  foon  after,  and  being  greatly  in 
want  of  provitions,  was  obliged  to  quit  the  coaft  again 
without  receiving  any  fupply.  Sir  Edward  Hughes  alfo 
b^d  by  this  time  perfonned  fuch  fervice  on  the  Malabar 
coaft,  as  IV3S  in  the  higheft  degree  vexatious  to  Hyder 
Ally>  having  entirely  delhoyed  his  iliipping  in  the  ports 
Succefs  of  of  Calicut  and  Mangalore,  and  thus  at  once  dcftroying 
^^'h  ^^^  hopes  he  had  entertained  of  becoming  a  formidable 
gha.  "maritime  power,  which  was  a  favourite  objcft  of  his 
ambition  $  but  as  the  army  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  was  too 
weak  tfc  attempt  great  enterprilcs,  and  Hydcr  Ally  too 
*.  cautious  to  venture  an  engagement,  no  action  of  any 
confequence  took  place  for  feveral  months  between  the 
two  armies. 

This  ftate  of  inaftivitytfould  not  continue  long.  Hyr 
der  Ally  having  made  preparations  for  the  attack  of 
THtchinapoly,  the  Britifh  commander  marched  with 
the  army  to  Porto  Novo,  as  well  to  fruftrate  that  de- 
fign,  as  to  reprefs  his  depredations  on  the  fide  of  Tan* 
jore,  and  the  fouthern  provinces;  but  fuch  was  the 
wretched  provifion  even  yet  made  for  the  army,  that 
this  movement  could  not  have  been  made,  had  not  Sir 
Edward  Hughes  arrived  at  that  place  tofupply  him  with 
provifions  from  the  ftiips  ;  for  betides  the  (mail  number 
of  their  cattle  for  draught  and  burden,  the  bullocks 
they  had  for  the  artillery  were  in  fuch  miferable  condi- 
tion that  they  were  fcarce  able  to  drag  them  along  in 
any  manner,  and  were  ready  to  fmk  under  that  portion 
of  camp  equipage  which  it  was  indifpenfably  neceiTary 
for  them  to  carry. 

In  the  mean  time  Hyder  had  become  fo  confident  of 
fuccefs,  that  he  departed  from  his  ufual  caution,  and 
refolved  no  lono^er  to  decline  an  engagement  with  the 
Enj^iilh,  but  to  abide  the  event,  rather  than  abandon 
•  his  attempt  on  Tritchinapoly  and  the  fourthern  pro- 
vnices.  W^iih'  this  view  he  advanced  dircftly  on  the 
road  the  EnglHh  were  to  take  to  Cuddalore,  and  en- 
camped in  an  advantageous  (ituation  vyithin  a  few  miles 
ef  their  camp,  while  our  troops  were  employed  in  pro- 
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curing  provifions  from  the  Ihips,  which,  through  thcC  H  A  F. 
weather  and  furf,  could  not  be  landed  without  great    ^'^^'- 
difficnlty.     Hfe  army  was  now  increafed  to  a  prodigious  '^^tsT^ 
multitude  ;  the  irregular  infantry  armed  with  match*  . 
locks,  pikes,  and  rockets,    amounted  to  120,000;  his 
cavalry  exceeded  40,000  ;  and  he  had  13,006  I'epoys^ 
and  ix,oco  topailes,  armed  after  the  European  manner; 
befides  fix  or  feven  hundred  Europeans,  who  with  the 
two  lail  mentioned  \x)dies,  compofed  the  Rower  and 
ftrength  of  his  army.     Bciides  this,  his  artillery  was 
worked  by  Europeans,  or  by  deferters  from  the  Nabob, 
who  had  been  trained  by  Englilh  officers ;  and  iome 
thoufands  of  his  i n fan ti'y  were  either  of  the  faave  def* 
cription,  or  had  been  taken  prifoners  fince  the  com*     - 
mencement  of  the  war.    If  to  thefe  we  add  the  Lafcars, 
pioneers,  and  artificers,  who  formed  a  numerous  body, 
the  whole  will  afford  an  idea  of  the  magnificent  ea<ilera. 
armies  recorded  in  ancient  hiilory.     Yet  all  this  was 
exclu(ive  of  the  forces  under  Tippoo  Saib,  who  ac 
this  vrry  time  was  belieging  Wandewalh  with  50,000 
men* 

Sir  Eyre  Cooce  was  far  from  being  intimidated  by 
the-  vaft  multitude  of  the  enenty  that  oppofed  him; 
on  the  contrary,  he  only  lamented  the  want  of  cavalry, 
which  preveiited  him  from  compelling  Hyder  to  ftand 
an  engagement  at  all  events.  He  was  alfo  dii^reiled 
for  want  of  the  neceffary  means  of  procuring  intelli- 
geace ;  for  fuch  numbers  of  the  Indian  cavalry  hover- 
ed round  the  Engliih  camp,  covering  the  country  far- 
tiler  than  the  eye  coidd  reach,  that  it  l>ecame  not  only 
iiopra<^icabie  to  fend  out  a  reconnoitring  party,  but 
evea  a  Tingle  man  could  not  efcape  difcovery  ;  fo  that 
of  all  who  were  diipatched  for  intelligence,  not  one 
ever  returned ;  and  no  farther  information  of  the 
enemy  could  be  obtained,  than  what  the  lliort  view 
from  die  advanced  po{\6  could  afford. 

On  the  ift  of  July  1781;  the  Britifh  army  began  to^'^'^^T^ 
inarch  at  feven  in  the  morning,  having  the  fea  at  ^Of^^^^^\^ 
great  didance  on  their  right ;  and  notwithrtanding  the  dcr  Ally, 
finallnefe  of  his'  numbers,  the  commander  in  chief  was  July  <•  • 
obliged  to  fend  off  a  coniiderable  detachment  from  his 
liofi^  for  the  immediate  protection  of  his  baggage  and 
tfaofe  who  followed  the  camp,jchat  they  might  not  be 
cxpofed  to  the  attack  of  Hyder's  irregular  cavalry,     * 
who  would  not  fail  to  pour  in  upon  them  as  fooa  as 
they  could  find  an  opportunity.    After  marching  alx>uc 
an  hour,  they  advanced  into  a  Inrge  plain,  where  they 
perceived  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  gre^t  force  drawn  up 
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C  H  A  p.  in  their  way  ;  and  bcfides  the  advantageous  poGtion 
xxx(.   -jj^  which  they  ftood,  their  fituation  was  reiulered  ftill 

'^'JIJTT^  more  formidable,  by  the  erection  of  Well-con ftruftcd 
front  and  flank  batteries  on  thofe  fpdts  which  were 
moft  proper  for  that  purpofe.  Thefe  batteries  were 
conrtrudted  with  great  judgment  and  difpatch ; .  for, 
among  his  other  improvements,  Hyder  Ally  had  form- 
ed a  body  of  pioneers,  fuperior  to  any  ever  known 
before  in  India.  Advancing  a  little  farther,  they 
found  that  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  lay  dire(ftly  in 
their  way.  Their  principal  force  was  drawn  up  in 
the  rear  of  thefe  works,  and  extended  farther  than 
the  eye  could  reach  ;  vaft  bodies  of  cavalry  alfo  every 
where  intercepting  the  view  ;  while  great  numbers  of 
rockets  were  thrown  without  intermiilion,  both  to  con- 
found the  obfervation  of  the  Britifli,  and  to  diforder 
and  impede  their  movements,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  were  expofed  to  a  warm  cannonade;  which, 
though  diilant,  yet  did  fome  execution ;  while  the 
Britiih  commander  did  not  chufe  to  return  a  fhot,  as 
knowing  that  he  fhould  have  occalion  for  every  round 
he  pofTeiTed  when  the  clofe  adion  commenced.  Not- 
withfta^ding  his  critical  and  dangerous  (ituation,  how- 
ever, he  ftill  found  it  neceiTary  to  make  a  paufe  for 
about  an  hour  ;  not  only  to  afford  time  for  examining 
the  enemy's  immediate  pofition,  but  to  difcover  whe- 
ther the  country  to  the  right  would  not  allow  the 
taking  of  fuch  a  fweep,  as  would  enable  him  to  turn 
the  enemy's  left,  and  thereby  to  fall  upon  them  rather 
obliquely,  than  to  be  obliged  to  attack  them  full  on 
the  front  of  their  batteries.  Forcunately  he  found 
the  country  anfwered  his  expeftation  ;  and  the  move- 
ment was  performed  with  fuch  dexterity,  that  it  ulti- 
*  mately  decided  the  fortune  of  the  engagement ;  Ge- 
neral Stuart  having,  in  the  mean  time,  by  the  moft 
mafterly  conduA,  gained  fome  heights  with  the  fe<^nd 
line,  which  prevented  the  enemy  from  being  able  to 
furround  and  cut  off  the  fiift.  This  obliged  Hyder 
Ally  to  change  his  pofition,  and  form  a  new  front  to 
receive  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  while  he^  at  the  fame  time, 
difpatched  a  ftrong  body  to  diflodge  General  Stuart 
from  the  heights  l£e  occupied.  The  vaft  multitudes  of 
the  Indians  were  now  found  to  be  no  match  for  the 
valour  and  difcipline  of  the  Europeans.  About  four 
in  the  afternoon,  the  firft  line  of  the  'Britifh  army, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Hedor  Monro,  drove  be- 
fore them  the  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry  of  the 
enemy  $  while  General  Stuart,  with  equal  bravery  aud* 


F^ 


GEORGE    liis  3x3 

fiteeeis^  routed,  the  body  that  attacked  hfni ;  fo  that  CHAP. 
the  viftory   was  complete.      Three  thoufand  of  the    ^^^^ 
Indian   army  hy  dead  on  the  field  of  battle,  while  ^^TgTT' 
the  vigors  lofs  did  not  exceed  400  men.     Many  of 
the  advantages  which  would  other  wife  have  attended 
the   viftory,  however,  were  loft  by  the  want  of  ca* 
valry,  which  prevented  them  from  being  able  to  con* 
tinue  the  purfuit. 

Hyder  Ally  was  lb  much  diflieartened  by  this  de* 
feat^  that  he  withdrew  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Ar* 
cot,  leaving  open  the  ftrong  pafs  of  Puravenaur,  at 
the  Cime  time  that  his  fon  Tippoo  Saib  raifed  the  fiege 
of  Wandewafh«    In  the  mean  time,  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  -j^^j^^ 
having  thoroughly  freed  the  northern. provinces  fromTrepal'- 
danger^  proceeded  to  inveft  Trepaflbre,  which   capi-  f^rc,  Av^ii 
tttlated  in  a  few  days,  juft  before  Hyder  Ally  appear- *^^ 
ed  in  full" march  to  relieve  it;  and  when  there  was 
but  one  day's  rice  in  the  Britilh  camp«     The  General 
then  perceiving  that  Hyder  was  at  no  great  diftance^ 
determined  to  attack  him  ;  and  having  obtained  a  fup<«  - 
ply  of- rice  from  Pounamalla^  he  inftantly  fet  out  in 
qoeft  of  bis  enemy^     Hyder  retreated,  on  his  approach^ 
to  the  very  fpot  on  which  Colonel  Baillie  had  been 
defeated ;  being  more  influenced^  as   fome  fay,  by  a 
faperftitious  attachment  to  that  ^t,  than  by  its  real      . 
flrcngth.       Here,  however,  his  former  good  fortune  pjy^***^^ 
now  failed  him.      After  a  battle,  which  lafted  from  fecond 
nine  in  the  morning   till  near  funfet,  his  army  wa^^'J"*^* 
fucceffivcly  driven   from  all  their  ftrong  pofts,  and  ^"^        * 
obliged  to  abandon  the  field  with  great  precipitation^ 
His  lois  on  this  ocaalion,  however,  was  lefs  than  in 
the  former  battle^  and  that  of  the  Britilh   greater  ^ 
thought  to  be  owing  principally  to  the  execution  done 
by  Hyder  Ally's  artillery,  which  was  extremely  well 
ferved.     General  Stuart  loft  a  leg ;  Colonel  Browne^ 
an  old  experienced  officer,  his  life;  and  Captain  Hi- 
flop,  an  adtive  and  fpirited  young  officer,  one  of  the 
General's  aid-de-camps,  was  killed  clofe  by  his  fide^ 
all  by  cannon  ihot  j  and  were  the  only  officers  of  note 
who  felL 

This  defeat,  however,  had  fo  little  efFeft  upon  hiiir,  ^.^y^p^ 
^  that  he  again  threw  himfelf  in  the  S^ay  of  the  Britifh  Ally  rc^ 
array,  and  was  again  defeated,  September  27th,  near  c«'^ «»  ic^ 
a  place  called  Sholingur,  with  very  confiderable  lofsy^^j^^j.  ^^ 
while  that  of  the  Britifli  was  fo  trifling  as  fcarce  to  de-  fcat«^ 
ferve  notice. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  then  marched  to  the  relief  of  Vel- 
iore^  which  was  reduced  to  the  laft  cxtrenAty  by  %i/9f 
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CHAP  forces  of  the  enemy.     After  whi^h,  he  befiaged  aiul 

J^^;^},  took  Chittor*    But  Vellore  being  again  redticed  .to 

great  diftrefs  for  provifions,  thp  Gea^rai  was  obliged, 

in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1782,  to  march  again  to 

its  relief.    An  attempt  to  prevent  him  from  accomplifb> 

ing  thi$,  produced  another,  action,  which,  like   the 

former,  ended  in  the  defeat  of  the  Indians.     On  Sir 

Eyre  Coote's  return  with'  the  army  three  d^ys  after, 

he  found  Hyder/ encamped  on  the  op^^ofite  lidc  of  a 

morafs,  and  ready   to  difpute  his  pafiage.      A   hrefli 

9|£iion  enfued,  in  which  the  Indians  made  but  a  faint 

refiftance,  and  were  nurfued  with  conf^derable  lofs. 

Dutch  fct-     During  thefe  tranfactions,  an  account  was  received 

ticmcnts    of  thr  rupture   with  Holland ;    and  five  India  (hips 

tra^^T    '^^^^"S  arrived  at  Fort  Marlborough  in  the  ifland  of 

ced.     *'  Sumatra  on  their  way  home^  the  gentlepien  of  that 

faiEtory  were  excited  to  an  attempt  againft  the  Dutch 

fettlement^  on  the  ifland  ;  in  which  they  happily  fuc- 

ceeded,  and  made  themfeWes  mailers  of  aU  the  feule- 

ments  of  the  weftern  part  of  the  ifland. 

In  the  mean  time,  tiie  Dutch  town,  fortr^fs,  and 
fettlement  of  Negapatam,  being  in  the  country  of 
Tanjor^,  and  a  proper  place  for  the  rec^tion  of  a 
French  army,  as  well  a&  its  a^ording  a  coniVant  fupply 
to  Hyder  Ally's  army,  rendered  die  redu^ion  of  it 
an  obje6l  of  fome  confequence.  Owing  to  the  iauoe* 
diately  dangerous  iUte  of  affairs,  it  was  fome  time 
before  this  enterprife  could  take  effeQ.  In  the  mean 
time,  however,  the  place  was  clofely  blocked  up  by 
Sir  Edward  Hughes.  The  fituation  of  afifairs  having 
ibon  happily  changed  for  the  better,  by  the  (uccefs  of 
Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arms,  the  defign  againft  Negapatam 
was  revived ;  and  Sir  Heftor  Monro  was  appointee! 
to  conduft  this  enterprife  by  land,  in  conjun^ion  with 
the  Admiral  Hughes  by  fea.  The  tropps  were  accord- 
ingly landed  on  the  21ft  of  October  1781.  The  fol- 
lowing day  preparations  were  made  for  a  vigorous 
attack.  The  great  difficulty  lay  in  landing  the  artil- 
lery, (which  were  fupplied  from  the  fquadron,)  through 
a  great  and  dangerous  furf.  This,  however,  was  fur- 
mounted  by  the  diligence  and  a^ivity  of  the  o$cers 
and  foldiers,  fo  that  every  thing  was  got  oa  ihoce 
without  the  leait  lofs  or  damage.  The  garrifon  coo- 
fiiled  of  about  8000  men ,  and  far  exceeded  the  be* 
fiegers  in  number,  who  did  not  amount  to  much  above 
4000.  There  were  alfo  many  lick,  and  the  troops  in 
general  were  greatly  incommoded  by  the  badnefs  of 
the  weather,  and  dampnefs  of  their  iituation.    Moft 
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€»f  the  wounded  died ;  and  many  of  the  marines  and.CH  A  p. 
fcamen  were  carried  off  by  violent  cramps  and  fpafms,   ^^^^* 
CMxafioned  by  wet  and  .fatigue.     On  the  29th  of  0£to-  '^TtsiT' 
ber,  the  ftrong  lines,  flanked  by  redoubts,  which  the  oa.  29I 
enemy  had  thrown  up  to  cover  and  defend  the  ap« 
proaches  to  the  town,  were  taken  by  ftorm.     In  this 
action  about   1000  of  Hyder's  cavalry  were  prefcnt ; 
but  £0  much  were  they  terrified  by  the  rough  reception 
they  met  with,  that  they  ran  away,  and  coiild  never 
afterwards  be  prevailed  on  to  join  the  garrifon.     The 
trenches  were  opened  on  the  3d  of  November,  and  Ncgapa- 
thc  liege  was  conduced   with  fuch  alacrity,  that  on  tam  fur- 
the    1 2th  the  place  was  furrcndered,  and  a  numerous '^"^""^^ 
artillery,  with  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition  and  Britiib, 
military  ftoresfell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors.     The  Nov.  12* 
whole  lofs  of  the  Britifh,  Europeans,  and  natives,  in 
killed^  woBoded,  and  mifiing,  amounted  only  to  about 
133  men. 

This  fuccefs  was  followed  by  the  evacuation  of  all 
the  forts  and  ftrong  poih  which  Hyder  Ally  poirefled 
in  the  Tanjore  country,  and  its  borders.  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  Marawa  and  Tinivelly  countries  alfo, 
who  had  revolted  from  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  now  took 
the  firft  opportunity  of  leaking  peace,  with  him  on  the 
bell  terms  they  could. 

The  monfoon,  however,  no\v  fet  in  with  fuch  fiiry,  xrinco* 
that  the  fleet  endured  the  moft  grievous  hardfhips  5  male  re- 
but as  the  weather  became  fomewhat  milder  towards  g^^^L^^ 
the  end  of  the  year.  Sir  Edward  Hughes  proceeded  J^rd  ' 
to  carry  into  execution  the  delign  which  he  had  form-  Hughc«« 
ed  againft  the  Dutch  fettlement  of  Trincomale,  in  the 
ifland   of  Ceylon.     That   ifland,  celebrated  from  the 
earlieft  ages  for  its  produce  of  the  cinnamon  tree,  has 
been  long  Ihut  up  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  through 
the  avidity  of  the  Dutch  to  engrofs  and   retain  the 
whole  commerce  and  diftribution  of  that  precious  fpice 
entirely  to  themfelves.     For  this  purpofe  they  feized 
and  fortified  the  fea-coafts,  and  having  driven  the  King 
of  Candy  and  his  fubjefts  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 
ifland,  where  he  is  allowed  to  retain  fuch  a  degree  of 
authority  as  is  necelTary  to  their  own  purpofes,  they 
are  efFeftually   feciuded  from  all  communication  with 
the  reft  of  mankind.     The  ifland,  with  re fps(ft  to  com- 
mercial lituation,  as  well  as  to  produfts,  is  capable  of  he-r 
ing  one  of  the  moft  valuable  in  the  world.     Trincomale 
lies  on  the  north-eaft  quarter  of  the  iftand  ;  its  harbour 
is  reckoned  the  beit  and  fineft  in  India;  and  is  compofed 
ofleveral  bays,  where  the  moW  numerous  fleets  migh| 


ji6  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  anchor  iii  the  greatcft  fecurity  5  but  its  bdttg  fo  ciofelf 
t^^j  fhut  up  from  the  winds,  may,  in  that  climate,  be  wcU 

^Tg^  fuppoied  to  render  it  unhealthy. 

In  this  expedition  the  admiral  was  fupplied  with 
500  volunteer  fepoys,  and  aa  ofiicer  with  30  artillery 
men,  in  order  to  garrifon  the  place  in  cafe  of  fucce& 
J411. 5-  The  fleet  being  arrived  at  Trincomale  Bay  on  the  5th 
of  January  1782,  and  the  men  being  landed,  inftantiy 
ftormed  the  fort  of  Trincomale,  which,  however,  was 
garrifoned  only  by  forty^three  perfons,  foldiersand 
officers  included. 

Intelligence  was  received  from  the  prifoners,  that 
the  main  force  of  the  enemy  was  coUe^^ed  in  the  fort 
of  Oilenburgh,  fituated  oh  a  high  hill  that  command* 
ed  the  harbour,  :-.id  holding  an  op'en  communication 
with  their  fhip  which  lay  under  its  protedion.  The 
nioft  proper  methods  were  therefore  taken  for  redo* 
cing  this  place;  and  on  the  8th,  a  hill  which  com* 
nianded  the  fort,  on  the  top  of  which  the  enemy  had 
a  poit,  was  attacked,  and  taken  fword  in  hand.  As 
this  poft  was  within  200  yards  of  the  fort,  the  admiral, 
early  in  the  morning,  fent  Captain  Gell  with  a  fum» 
mons  to  Mr  Homxd  the  governor,  which,  however^ 
was  refufed,  though  in  very  |;efpedful  terms.  Sir  Ed» 
ward  Hughes  wasTtill  exceedingly  unwilling  to  proceed 
to  extremities.  Independently  of  the  effect  produced 
by  national  attachment  and  by  a  f<^fe  of  the  long  friend* 
Oiip  and  alliance*  which  had  fubfiAed  between  both 
countries,  he  was  befides  perfonally  and  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  Mr  Homxd,  and  the  principals  of  thofe 
along  with  him  ;  for  the  goodnefs  of  the  harbour  hav- 
ing rendered  Trincomale  a  place  of  common  rendez* 
vous,  it  is  probable,  that  there  was  fcarcely  an  officer 
in  the  fleet,  \y  ho  had  not,  in  the  happier  feaibn  of  peace, 
inexperienced,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  fome  portion 
of  their  friendlhip,  hofpitality,  or  kindnefs.  He  ac- 
cordingly wrote  a  fecond  letter  to  the  Dutch  governor, 
expoilulating  with  him  in  kinder  and  more  familiar 
terms  on  the  danger  he  was  running,  and  attributing 
his  own  folicitation  to  its  true  caufe,  to  former  attach* 
ment  to  himfelf  and  his  family,  as  well  as  to  his  other 
acquaintances  in  the  place.  It  would  feem,  from  the 
fuperfcription  of  the  governor's  anfwer,  that  he  was 
not  a  little  affected  by  this  recal  of  paft  kindnefs  and 
friendlhip ;  for  it  runs  in  the  following  form — ^^  His 
Excellency ^  the  generouSy  brave ^  and  iiltt/frious  Sir  Ed'- 
nvard  Hughes  J*  Sec.  &c.  He  did  not  juitify  nor  avow 
a  djfpofition  to  reiiftance  in  his  anfwer,  but  placed  it 
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is  die  flriftnefs  of  his  orders,  which  were  to  defend  CHAP, 
tbc  place  to  the  hft ;  fo  that  he  could  not  anfwt?r  for    ^^^^^ 
his  condttA  to  his  fuperiors,  if  he  were  to  give  it  up  in  ^^Tr^aT* 
any  manner. 

Major  Geils,  the  engineer,  >*ho  was  undoubtedly 
appointed  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  letters  of  fummons, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  obfervations  which  he  might  make^ 
informed  the  admiral,  that  he  was  ftrongly  of  opinion^ 
that  the  lower  fort  at  leaft,  might  be  carried  by  aflault; 
ibme  of  the  higher  works  he  had  his  doubts  about ;  but 
of  the  former,  he  fpoke  with  confidence,  and  the 
others  muft  fall  of  courfe.  This  affurance,  coming  from 
an  officer  of  fuch  experience  and  diftinguiihed  ability, 
afforded  the  higheft  fatisfadtion  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes, 
who  was  well  aware  of  the  labour,  difficulty,  and  de- 
Uy,  which  the  dragging  of  heavy  cannonup  the  heights, 
and  the  formal  operations  of  a  fiege,  would  unavoidably 
occafion. 

The  necefTary  difpofitions  being  made,  the  florming 
party,  confifting  of  450  feamen  and  marines,  under 
their  proper  officers,  covered  on  each  flank  by  a  com- 
pany of  pioneers,  with  20  feamen  armed  with  cut- 
lafTes,  who  carried  the  fcaling  ladders,  and  fupported 
by  three  companies  of  feamen,  as  many  marines,  with 
two  field  pieces,  who  formed  the  referve,  advanced, 
at  day-break  on  the  iith  of  January,  to  the  aflault. 
A  fmall  advanced  party,  under  a  ferjeant,  who  might 
be  confidered  as  the  forlorn  hope,  having  made  their 
way  through  the  erabrafures  without  dilcovery,  were 
iuitantly  followed  by  the  whole  ftorming  party,  who 
ihon  driving  the  enemy  from  their  works,  pofTefled 
themfelves  of  the  fort,  and  procured  the  immediate  fur- 
render  of  the  ihips  and  veffels  in  the  harbour. 

The  humanity  of  the  vigors  equalled,  and  was  fUU 
more  praife- worthy,  than  even  their  gallantry.  Not- 
wtthRanding  the  fall  of  a  brave  and  favourite  officer, 
(Mr  Long)  with  twenty  of  their  fellows,  befides  two 
officers,  and  double  that  number  wounded ;  and  not- 
withflanding  the  heat  sand  fury  of  a  ftorm,  when  dif- 
cipline,  refoeft  and  command  are  at  an  end ;  yet,  even 
under  thefe  circumfhinces,  tthe  feamen  and  marines 
difdained  to  ftain  their  fwords  in  the  blood  of  a  flying 
or  prolh-ate .  enemy.  Through  this  unexampled  mag- 
nanimity and  clemency,  very  few  of  the  garrifon  loft 
their  lives.  * 

A  numei^ous  artillery,  a  confiderable  number  of  fmall 
arms,  a  valuable  ilock  of  gun-powder,  with  a  great 
quantity  of  Ihot,  and  of  various  ordnance  and   military 
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C  A  H  P.ftores,  were  found  in  the  }dace.     Ih  the  harboar^  tw0 

^^^^^  ihips  richly  laden,  with  a  number  of  fmaller  vefTels, 

1782.     were  uken.    The  number  of  European  military  pii^ 

foners  amounted  to  fomething  near  400. 

War  with     While  Other  parts  of  India  weredefolated  by  the  pre- 

^''"Lma^  fent  and  by  former  wars,  the  fequeftered  and  happy 

*  country  of  Benares,  generally  had  the  fortune  toefcape 

the  common  calamity.     Befldes  the  fecurity  derived 

from  the  great  diihnce  of  the  fea,  the  facred  charafter 

afcribed  to  that  city,  which  had  through  many  ages 

been  gonddered  as  the  repoficory  of  the  religion  and 

learning  of  the  Brauiins,  could  not  but  endear  it  in  the 

higheA  degree  to  the  Hindoos;  and  the  foreign  ravagers 

of  India,  if  they  paid  no  refped,  found  it  necefiary,  at 

leail^  to  (hew  fome  attention  to  the  prejudices  of  the 

conquered.     Hoftility  indeed  was  not  much  provoked 

by  a  people,  who,  along  with  the  moft  gentle  and 

inoffenfive  manners,  poifefled  fuch  a  fpirit  of  indnftry, 

as  had  given  to  a  whole  country,  the  face  of  a  garden 

in  the  higheft  ilate  of  culture  and  beauty,  and  wbofe 

labours  were  a  common  benefit  to  all  who  either  lived 

near  pr  had  occafion  to  approach  them. 

The  expences  of  the  prefent  war  with  Hyder  Ally 
and  the  Mahrattas,  in  which  all  the  Britiih  prefidencies 
were  fo  deeply,  and  one  at  leail  fo  dangeroufly  in- 
volved, rofe  to  fuch  an  height,  that  the  wealth  and  re- 
venue of  Bengal,  great  as  thcfe  were,  proved  unequal 
fo  their  fupply.  New  fources  were  sAcordingly  to  be 
fought ;  and  the  weak  and  the  wealthy  were  doomed, 
as  ufual\  to  adminifter  to  the  wants  of  the  ftrong  and 
the  warlike.  The  profecution  of  thefe  means  of  fupply, 
led  to  the  fubfequent  calamities  of  Benares  ;  and  fod« 
denly  plunged  MrHaftings,  the  Governor  General, 
into  a  new  war,  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  feat  of  his 
government. 

For  the  better  comprehenfion  or  illuflration  of  this 
fubjed,  it  ^^ill  be  neceflary  to  take  fome  notice  of  the 
late  ftate  and  government  of  that  country,  as  well  as  of 
its  relation  to,  and  the  means  by  which  it  became  de- 
pendent on  the  £ai>  India  Company. 

The  country  of  Benares  lies  far  up  the  Ganges,  not 
a  great  deal  Ihoct  of  600  miles,  to  the  northwefVof  Cal- 
cutta. The  river,  without  taking  in  its  continual 
windings,  points  generally  from  the  weft  to  the  eaft  in 
its  courfe  through  it.  Its  extent  from  north  to  fouth, 
including  the  diitrifts  of  Chunar  and  Gazypour,  which 
are  united  with  it,  is  about  150  miles  ;  nor  is  it  much 
lefs  from  eaft  to  weft.    It  was  a  part  of  thofe  extendve 
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pofleflionSf  which  the  misfortunes  of  the  court  of  DelK,  CHAP, 
eoabled  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  the  Grand  Vizier  of  the  ^"^*' 
empire,  and  Nabob  of  Oude,  to  fecure  the  adual  fo-  "^^^{^ 
vereignty  and  poiTeiTion  of  in  his  own  family.     The 
Rajah,  Bulwant  Sing,  was  tributary  to  Sujah  ul  Dow* 
lah,  for  the  country  of  Benares,  and  its  dependencies, 
at  a  certain  iiated  tribute  or  rent. 

In  the  war  which  broke  out  in  the  year  1 764,  where* 
in  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  fupported  Coflim  Ally  Cawn,  who 
had  been  the  murderer  of  fo  great  a  number  of  £ngliih 
gentlemen  at  Patna,  the  Rajah  Bulwant  Sing,  notwith- 
Aanding  the  relation  in  which  he  Wood  with  Sujah,  took  ^ 
a  decided  part  in  favour  of  the  Britifh,  and  rendered 
them  eflentialand  acknowledged  fer vices. 

The  conteft  ended  fo  much  to  the  difadvantage  of 
Sujah  Dowlah,  that  the  Britilh  were  allowed  to  dilate 
terms  of  peace  to  that  Prince.  It  was,  however, 
reckoned  a  matter  abfolutdy  requiiite,  both  in  point  of 
honour  and  juftice,  to  nfSike  fome  ftipularions  in  favour 
of  the  Rajah,  in  order  to  fecure  him  effe^ually  from 
the  refentment  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  which  was  known  to 
be  boundlefs  and  implacal>le.  This  was  therefore  laid 
down  to  General  Carnac,  when  empowered  by  the 
Pre&lency  of  Bengal,  in  1765,  to  fettle  the  preliminary 
terms  of  peace ;  and  he  was  ordered  to  fecure  Bulwant 
Sing  in  thepofieflion  of  his  country.  Accordingly,  by 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  made  with  Sujah  Dowlah, 
at  Illahabad,  which  was  foon  after  concluded  by  Lord 
Clive,  Sujah  was  moft  folemnly  bound  to  continue  him 
in  the  poffeffion  of  all  the  territories  he  had  before  the 
war,  fubjeA  only  to  the  payment  of  the  fame  revenue 
as  before.  By  reafon  of  an  inaccuracy,  however,  ia 
tbe  wording  of  this  article,  it  appeared  as  if  Sujah  Dow- 
lah had  bound  himfelf  only  for  the  perfon  of  Bulwant 
Sing,  without  any  exprefs  provi (ion  being  made  for  the 
continuance  of  the  zemindaries  in  the  Rajah's  family. 
On  the  death  of  Bulwant  Sing,  therefore,  in  1770,  the 
Company  foimd  it  neceffary,  warmly  to  interfere  ia 
their  fupport,  by  procuriog  the  inveftiture  of  Cheit  Sing 
ID  the  government  of  his  father  Bulwant's  territories  | 
and  the  negociatioo  o^  this  affair  was  committed  to  CoL 
Harper.  On  this  occafion,  however,  the  young  Prince 
was  obliged  to  make  a  prefent  of  20  lacks  of  rupees  to 
the  Nabob- Vizier^  and  to  increafe  his  annual  tribute 
from  !fci|  to  24  lacks.  But  though  matters  now  feemed 
to  be  fully  fettled  between  the  Rajah  and  Sujah  Dow-- 
lah, yet,  whether  from^  any  fubfequent  infractions  of 
(he  treaty-  by  the  Nab  jb- Vizier,  or  from  apprelienfions 
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C  H  A  P.  founded  oa  the  faithleflhefs  and  capricioafnefk  ofim 
XXXI.   difpofition,  it  ^as  found  necefTary  totnake  a  new  fettlc- 

*^^JJ^  mentin  confirmation  of  the  former  in  the  year  1773^ 
This  new  treaty  was  concluded  by  Mr  Haftings,  wha 
thought  it  necefTary,  for  that  purpofe,  to  go  in  perfon 
to  the  Nabob's  court,  and  was  signed  by  him,  as  well 
as  th^  Nabob- Vizier;  whofe  avarice,  however,  was  fo 
great,  that  notwithftanding  the  many  advantages  gain* 
ed  by  him  on  this  occafion,  ■  he  exprefled  the  higheft 
diJOTatisfaAion  with  Mr  Haflings,  becaufe  he  would  noC 
allow  him  to  extort  ten  lacks  of  rupees  from  the  young 
Rajah,  as  well  as  to  deprive  him  of  two  forts  which 
conilituted  a  principal  defence  of  his  country* 

Though  the  inllrument  on  this,  as  well  as  the  former 
occafion,'  was  made  perpetually  binding  on  the  parties^ 
new  arrangements  took  place  on  the  death  of  the  Na*- 
bob,  and  the  accellion  or  his  fon  and  fncceflbr,  Affoff 
ul  Dowlah,  in  1775-  By  thefe,  the  fovereignty  of 
Benares  was  entirely  given  up,  and  transferred  to  the 
Company,  to  whom  the  young  Rajah,  CbeitSing,  was 
in  future  to  ftand  in  the  fame  degree  of  relation  and 
«  vafTalage  in  which  he  had  before  ftood  with  the  Nabob 
of  Oude  :  being  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of  bis  friends 
and  allies,  and  freed  from  a  moft  wretched  tyranny  ta 
which  he  had  been  before  expofed.  The  greateft  hope» 
were  therefore  entertained,  that  a  perpetual  peace  and 
amity  would  now  take  place,  as  the  Rajah  was  afTured 
by  Rflr  Hailings,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the  new 
and  high  office  of  Governor  General,*  that  no  farther 
demands  of  tribute  Ihpuld  be  made  upon  him  that^  what 
he  had  been  formerly  accuAomed  to  pay,  and  that  nor 
change  of  government  ihould  in  any  manner  of  way  af- 
feA  this  agreement.  It  was  recommended  indeed  to^ 
him  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  to  raife  and 
fupport  a  body  of  2000  cavalry,  or  to  increafe  hp  efta- 
blifhment  of  cavalry  to  that  number  ;  but  this  was  not 
confidered  in  any  manner  of  way  as  an  obligation,  but 
rather  a  friendly  advice  for  mutual  fafety. 

It  is  not  denied,  that  the  Rajah  of  Benares  continued 
to  adhere  to  the  engagements  on  his  Tide,  by  the 
punftual  difcbarge  of  the  ftipulated  revenue,  nor  that 
his  conduA  was  in  every  rcfpeft  highly  fatisfaftory^ 
•  until  new  and  unexpected  demands  occaQoned  fuch  al» 
teration  in  it,  as  proved  at  length  the  means  of  giving  ^ 
umbrage  to  the  government  of  Calcutta.  Upon  in- 
telligence of  the  war  with  France,  it  was  determined 
by  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  in  the  month 
•f  July  1778,  that  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sing  Ihould  be  re* 
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•auired  ta  contribute  an  extraordinary  fubfidy  of  fire  Chap, 
lacks  of  rupees,  towards  the  cxpcnces  which   this  new  ^^^^* 
exigency   would  iiimofe  on   their  government  during  "^^^ 
the  current  year.     It  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  inno-  . 
vation  thus  propofed,  and  the  danger  of  the  precedent^ 
affjdled  the  Rajah  much  more  than  the  amount  or  value 
of  the  fum  demanded.     However  that  was,  the  Go- 
vernor General  informs  us  in  his  narrative,  that  after 
many  excufes,  and  proceftations  of  inability,  the  Rajah 
at  length  conlented,  ^vith  a  very  ill  grace,  to  the  pay- 
ment, and  difcharged  it  with  a  worfe. 

The  increafing  exigencies  and  expences  of  a  war^ 
which  was  becoming  general  throughout  India,  were 
not  likely  to  produce  any  remilhon  of  thefe  demands, 
when  once  the  ice  was  broken,  and  the  precedent  eih- 
bliihed.      They  were  annually  repeated  5    while  the  ^ 

unwillingnefs  of  compliance,  and  the  backwardnefs  of  ' 

payment,  became  every  year  more  apparent,  and  af- 
forded farther  room  for  diiTatlsiacnon.  During  the 
many  ages  in  which  the  Hindoo  princes  and  landholder* 
have  been  doomed  to  fufFer  the  oppreilion  and  exor- 
bitance of  foreign  power,  a  ftrid  concealment  of  their 
wealth,  and  a  conibnt  plea  of  extreme  poverty,  have 
been  the  weak  means  which  they  generally  adopted  to 
elude  the  extortion  and  rapacity  of  their  rulers.  The 
Rajah  of  Benares  referred  to  this  cftablilhed  pra<^ice; 
and  even  fo  early  as  the  payment  of  the  fecond  year'a 
fubtidy,  although  he  was  known  or  fuppofed  to  be  very 
rich,  he  affected  to  borrow  money  in  fmall  fums,  and 
even  to  fell  his  plate  and  jewels,  as  demonftrations  o? 
his  inability ;  and  was  itill  fo  flow  in  his  payments,  that 
it  way  found  nccefiary  to  quicken  him,  by  fending  two 
battalions  of  fepoys  to  be  quartered  in  his  dominions^ 
their  pay  to  be  charged  to  his  accompt,  until  he  made  _ 

good  the  whole.  The  third  year's  fubfidy  was  flill 
worfe  paid,  and  the  fame  remedy,  of  fending  troops 
to  live  upon  him,  was  again  adopted.  The  demand  of 
iooo  cavalry  was  alfo  itill  infifted  upon;  but  this  was 
conftantly  evaded  by  the  Rajah  ;  and  the  mutual  dif- 
fatisfaclion  and  diftruft  continually  increafing,  he  began. 
at  lail  to  negociate  with  the  Indian  princes,  and  feem-' 
ed  ready  to  withdraw  his  allegiance  from  the  Company 
entirely. 

Notwithftanding  all  this  diffatisfa«Slicm,  ic  was  noc 
pretended  that  the  Rajah  ever  Avowed  any  defign 
of  openly  revolting,  and  the  opprellion  of  the  Com- 

£any  fe«ned  to  be  the  only  reifoa  of  that  coldnefft 
e   ftewed   towards  them.     Matters,    however,  pro* 
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CHAP,  ceeded  to  (iich  a  length,  that,  on  the  7th  July  1781,  Mt 
v^^  Haftings,  the  Governor  General,  fet  out  on  a  journey 
neiT    ^^°°*  Calcutta  to  Benares.     His   arrival   exceedingly 
Mr  Haft,  alarmed  the  Rajah,  the  more  efpecially  as  Mr  Hastings 
jngs's        had  in  his  train  eik  Ouflaun  Sing,  a  relation  of  his 
Se'^ar«*°  own,  whe,  after  dlffipating  his  fortune  by  profligacy 
and  vice,  had  been  banifhed  the  country  for  his  crimes. 
The  Rajah  having  met  Mr  Haftings  with  a  great 
train  of  the  principal  people  of  the  country,  this  circum- 
ftance  was  confh'ued  by  the  latter  into  a  defign  of 
feizing  his  perfon,  though  it  by  no  means  appears 
that  there  was  any  foundation  for  fuch  a  fufpicion. 
It  foon  appeared,  that  the  treafures  the  Rajah  pofTeffed, 
or  was  fuppofed  to  poffefs,  were  ,the  true  obje^s  of 
Mr  Haftings's  journey ;  and  without  the  payment  of 
a  very  large  fum  of  money,  no  attonement  could  be 
made  for  his  real  or  imaginary  crimes.     He  behaved 
towards  the  unhappy  prince,  indeed,  with  civility  at 
firft;  but  at  a  private  interview,  according  to  the  Rajah's 
account,  the  moft  exorbitant  demands  were  made  up- 
on him ;  no  lefs  than  an  hundred  lacks  of  rupees,  or 
He  makes  near  1,200,000 1.  being  required,  together  with  the 
exorbitant  fnrrender  of  his  fortrefs  named  Bidjiggur^  which  Mr 
«pon*Thc  Haftings  called  one  of  the  repolitories  of  his  treafure, 
lujah.      but  which  by  the  Rajah  himfelf  was  termed,  **  his 
family  refidence,  the  depofit  of  his  women,  and  of  his 
honour."    Mr  Haftings  didcred  totally  in  his  account 
of  this  converfation,  which  he  affe^led  to  confider  as 
merely   accidental.      He  acknowledged,  indeed,  that 
the  Rajah  made  him  the  moft  abjedt  and  humiliating 
concelFions,  and  expreffed  great  fears  about  OuiTaun 
Sing,  who  had  excited   fome  fort  of  rebellion  in  the 
country  of  Benares  ;  but  that  he  himfelf  declined  any 
interference  in  the  family  quarrels  of  the  Rajah ;  and 
he  concluded  by  declaring,  that  he  had  been  already 
deceived  by  his  oaths  and  proteftations,  and  that  be 
ihould  not  now  fufFer  his  purpofe  to  be  changed  by 
any  fucceeding  conceflions  or  declarations  from  that 
prince.     The  event,  however,  feemcd   to  juftify  the 
Rajah's  account  of  the  matter ;  for  on  his  arrival  at 
the  city  of  Benares,  about  the  middle  of  Auguft  1781, 
Mr  Haftings  fent  the  Rajah  a  note  forbidding  him  to 
wait  upon  hitn  in  the  evening,  as  he  had  propofed; 
and  deliring,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  fliould  forbear 
9ny  future  vifits,  until  he  had  obtained  permiflion,  as 
he  had  fome  matters  previoufly  to  fettle  with  hiro. 
This  infult  was  fallowed  by  a  meflage  delivered  by 
Mr  Markham,  the  Englifh  refident  at  Benares^  with 
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a   paper  containing  the   articles  of  accufation  now  chap, 
framed  againft  him,  and  demanding  an  imaiediatc  an-    ^^^'^ 
fwer.     The  heads  of  this  accufation  were,  That  he  ^"JTg^ 
had   repeatedly  evaded  and  broken  his  promife  with 
refpcd  to  the  payment  of  the  fubfidies  i  ^nd  that  a 
lofs  was  fuftained  in  a  pariiculjr  Lnftance,  by  Col.  Car- 
nac's  corps,  through  that  faihire  :  That  he  had  endea^ 
voured  to  excite  diforders  in  the  Englilh  government, 
by   means  of  fecret  emiflaries :  That  he  had  'mifma* 
naged  and  mifg©verned  his  own  territories,  by  fuf* 
faring  the  public  perpetration  of  robberies  and  mur- 
ders, in   violation  of  the  tenure  by   which  he  held 
them;  but  above  2II  that  he  had  fhcwed  inftances  of 
infidelity  and  difaftedion  to  government. 

Though  the  Rajah  mutt  have  been  undoubtedly 
nmch  erabarrafled  by  this  extraordinary  demand,  he 
returned  an  anfwcr  by  Mr  Markham  the  lame  night, 
in  which  he  fet  forth,  that  the  payment  of  the  fub- 
fidies had  been  much  more  regular  than  what  was 
reprefented  ;  that  he  had  fent  a  letter  to  the  Gover- 
nor General,  ftating  his  diftrefles,  and  requcfting  a 
little  longer  time  for  one  payment ;  but  that,  on  re- 
ceiving no  anfwer,  and  being  further  pi'eflod  for  pay- 
ment be  had  ufed  his  utmott  exertions  to  raife  the  mo- 
ney as  fpeedily  as  poifible.  Almoft  the  whole  of  his 
defence,  indeed,  proceeded  upon  the  circuui fiance  of 
his  letters  not  being  anfwered ;  and  particularly  with 
refpeiH:  to  the  cavalry,  of  which  he  had  raifed  one 
thoufand,  he  fays,  that  when  he  had  written  to  the 
Governor  General,  expelling  an  order  in  confequence 
for  their  difpofal,  he  had  received  no  anfwer  to  this 
more  than  to  others,  and  that  both  Mr  Markham  and 
he  had  expreffed  their  furprife  at  his  filence*  The 
charge  of  employing  emiflaries  to  raife  difturbances  in 
the  Britilh  government  was  totally  denied,  as  was, that 
of  mifman&ging  his  own  legifla.tion,  and  giving  encou- 
ragement to  robbers.  All  this,  however,  was  deli- 
vered in  the  moft  humiliating  and  mean-fpirited  lan- 
guage, the  abje^  prince  concluding  with  a  declara- 
tion, that  he  was  the  Governor's  JlavCy  in  all  cafes 
whatever. 

The  defence  of  Cheit  Sing  was  far  from  being  fatis- 
faftory  to  Mr  Haftings.  Indeed,  it  is  not  probable 
that  any  thing,  belides  the  payment  of  a  large  fum 
of  money,  could  have  had  effed  in  j unifying  his  con- 
duft.  The  Governor  afFcded  to  conficier  the  Rajah's 
defence  as  a  recrimination  on  himfelf,  rather  than  a« 
^indication  j  and  thpugh  he  did  not  deny  that  he  had 
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returned  no  anfwcr  to  many  of  his  letters,  yet  he 
iniiftcd  that  it  was  the  Rajah's  diity  to  obey  the  po- 
fitivc  orders  of  the  Company,  "  and  not  to  waiie  hit 
tiuic.  in  writing  letters  of  excufc,  or  cavil  with  his 
anfwers  for  cv^lions,  or  with  his  Clence  tor  dclayt." 

In  confequence  of  the  alledged  bad  behaviour  of 
Cheit  Sing,  therefore,  Mr  Haiiings  refoived  to  put 
him  under  arrets,  in  order  to  force  him  to  comply 
with  the  demands  of  the  Company.  The  execution 
of  the  bufmefs  was  committed  to  Mr  Markham,  who 
accordingly,  accompanied  by  his  ufual  attendants  only, 
waited  upon  the  Rajah,  as  if  it  had  been  merely  for  a 
cultomary  vifit ;  but  then -informed  him,  that  he  had 
Puts  htm  orders  to  keep  him  in  cuftody,  until  he  lliould  comply 
uiidtr  ar-  ^vith  the  ,orders  of  the  Governor  General.  Two 
companies  of  fepoys,  belonging  to  Major  Popham's  de- 
tachment, M-ere  ordered  to  fupport  Mr  Markham  in 
this  dangerous  affair. 

The  Rnjah  religned  himfelf  with  the  greateft  fub- 
milFion  to  the  arreJt,  and  affured  the  refident,  that 
whatever  the  Governor  General's  orders  might  be,  h« 
would  implicitly  obey  them.  He  hoped,  he  faid,  that 
he  would  allow  him  a  fubfillcnce  ;  but  as  for  his  ze- 
mindary,  his  forts,  and  his  treafure,  he  was  ready  to 
lay  them  at  his  feet,  and  his  life  iti'elf,  if  it  was  re- 
quired. He  lamented  much,  and  feemed  exceedingly 
to  feel,  the  ignominy  to  which  he  was  expofcd  by 
this  public  difgrace  ;  and  ip treated  Mr  Markham,  that 
he  would  retuhi  to  the  Governor  General,  and  give 
him  an  account  of  the  full  and  ready  obedience  which 
he  paid  to  his  orders. 

Succeeding  letters  foon  followed  Mr  Markham. 
Thefe  were  couched  in  terms  of  iiich  extreme  dcC- 
pondency,  that  the  Governor  General  thought  it  ne- 
ceflliry  to  prevent  his  apprehenfions  from  operating  in 
too  great  a  degree,  by  informing  him  in  a  fhort  note, 
that  Mr  Markham  would  explain  particulars  to  him 
in  the  afternoon  j  and  deliring  him  to  let  his  mind  be 
at  reft,  and  not  to  conceive  any  terror  or  appreheniion. 
The  relident  had  given  him  an  early  caution  and 
charge,  that  he  ihould  order  his  people  to  behave  in 
a  quiet  and  orderly  manner;  for  that  any  attempt  to- 
Avards  his  rcfcue,  would  be  attended  with  inevitable 
delh'uction  to  himfelf.  Upon  Mr  Markham's  dcpar-^ 
ture,  he  had  left  the  Rajah  in  the  cuftody  of  Lieute- 
nant Stalker,  who  commanded  his  own  guard,  and  of 
the  Lieutenants  Scott  and  Simes,  who  led  the  two 
grenadier  companiee  of  fepoj's.  The  inftruftions  given 
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to  thefe  officer!  were.  That  they  fhould  difarm  every  C  h  A  P, 
fervant  of  the  Rajah's:  That  they  (Ijould  allow  him    ^^^'* 
any  eight  or  ten  of  his  domeftics,  whom  he   might  ^"JlgJ^ 
chufe  or  approve  of,  for  the  attendance  of  his  perfoii : 
That   to   guard  againftany  deception,  thefe  perfons,' 
fo  appointed,  w«re  to  be  particularly  ihewn  to  the  fc- 
poy   guard  ;  and  that  the  officers  might  indulge  the 
Rajah  in  any  requeft  which  was  conliilent  with  the 
fccurity  of  his  perfon. 

Juft  as  Mr  Markham  was  fetting  out  with  his  final 
inftrnftions,  intelligence  was  received,  that  large  bo- 
dies of  armed  men  had  croffed  the  river  from  Ram- 
nagur,  and  proceeded  dire«21y  to  the  palace  in  which 
their  prince  was  confined,  with  a  full   determination, 
to  relieve  hira.     The  two  companies  of  fepoy  grena-  ' 
diers  who  formed  his  guards,  were  Rationed   in  an 
inclofed  fquare,  which  furrounded  the  apartment  in 
which  he  was  confined ;  but  it  mult  certainly  be  con- 
iidered  as  a   furpriling  piece   of  negligence  in   their 
officers,  to  fend  them  on  fuch  a  dangerous  piece  of 
fervice  without  ammunition.     This  error  was  recol- 
lected when  too  late  ;  and  Major  Popham  fent  another 
party  to  the  afliitance  of  the  former  ;  but   they  found 
the  place  already  fo  blocked  up  by  great  parties  of 
aroied  men,  that  they  could  not  by  any  means  force  a 
palFa^ye-      Inftead  of  this,  the  appearance  of  the  laft 
mentioned  party  produced  an  immediate  attack  on  the 
twQ  grenadier  companies,  who,  being  deftitute  of  their 
ufual  means  of  defence,  were  almoit  entirely  cut  to 
pieces,  or  defperatcly   wounded.      The  three  Britifh 
officers  are  fa  id  to  have  fold  their  lives  dearly  ;  thejT 
were  found  covered  with  wounds,  and  lying  almoit' 
fide  by  lide. — Eighty-two  fepoys  wete  killed  on  the 
fpot,  and  92  defperately  wounded.     The  Rajah,  over- The  Rsi- 
whelmed   with  terror  and   difmay,   was  carried    offi**^  ^^^ 
through  a  wicket  which  looked  towards  the  river,  and  "*^  ^*P^ 
was  let  down  its  lleep  banks,  by  a  kind  of  rope  made' 
of  turbans  tied  together,  into  a  boat,  which  inftantly 
conveyed  him  to  the  other  fide.     A  party  of  the  riot-* 
crs,  who  had  loitered  too  long  in   the  palace,  were 
quickly  driven  out  of  it  with  lofs,  by  the  fecond  de- 
tachment of  fepoys  who  came  up  with  the  ammuni- 
tion, for  want  of  which  the  former  had   been  de- 
ftroyed. 

Though  the  Rajah  had  now  a  fair  opportunity  of- 
crufiiing  the  EnglHh   power  in  a  manner  at  once,  by 
making  an  attack  on  the  Governor  General,  who,  with 
about  30  Englilh  gentlemen,'  was  left  defencelefs  in  a 
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CHAP,  fort  of  villa  inclofed  in  the  fuburbs  of  Benares';  neither 
y^^^^j  lic»  nor  the  tumultuous  army  who  had  refcued  him, 
^X^  thought  of  attempting  any  thing  againtt  him,     InAead 
of  this,  the  fpiritlcfs  prince  feemed  entirely  to  fmk  un- 
der the  apprehenfions  of  evils  about  to  follow  what  had 
already   happened.      Undetermined,   therefore,    whe- 
ther to  place  his  confidence  in  negociation  or  in  arms, 
he  fled  from  Ramnagur  in  the  dead  of  the  nighr,  taking 
with  him  bis  moft  valuable  efFefls,  and  took  refuge  ia 
one  of  his  ilrongeft  fortrefles,  named  Luteefpore. 
Condu<5t        Neither  the  late  bloody  cataftrophe,    nor  the  im- 
MrHaf-    minent   danger    te    which     Governor  Haftings    was 
tings.        prrfonally  expofed,  feem  to  have  produced  the  fmalleft 
effeft  upon  his  firmnefs  and  refolutipn.     He  proceeded 
inAantly  to  regulate  the  affairs  of    his  kingdom  at 
though  nothing  had  happened.     Oufiaun  Sing  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  adminiftration  of  the  revenues  and  go- 
vernment of  the  country,  until  (as  he  faid  in  his  nar- 
rative) it  fhould  be  determined  to  whom  the  zemindary 
might  legally  belong,  and  who  might  be  in  a  capacity 
to  receive  it ;  at  the  fame  time,  to  prefer ve  as  much  as 
poflible  the  public  tranquillity,  under  fuch  ftrange  and 
tinexpeAed  meafures,  he  immediately  difpatched  orders 
\  to  Captain^MayafFre,  who  lay  in  the  city  of  Mirzapore, 
.  with  the  remainder  of  Major  Popham's  detachment, 
and  to  a  battalion  of  fepoys  from  Colonel  Blair's  gar- 
rifon  at  Chunar,  to  advance  without  delay  to  the  capi- 
tal ;  as  alfo  for  a  regiment  of  fepoys  to   proceed  from 
Dinapore,  with  all  poflible  celerity  to  Benares. 

The  cities  of  Mirzapore  and  Chunar  lie  up  the 
Ganges  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Benares,  in  the  dire^  way 
tolllahabad,  and  other  parts  of  the  Nabob- Vizier's  do- 
minions. ^Mirzapore  is  an  open  city,  andisobout40 
miles  diftant  from  Benares,  in  a  dire^  line  acrofs  the 
country,  though,  by  following  the  windings  of  the  river, 
that  diilance  would  probably  be  more  than  doubled. 
Chunar  lies  about  mid-way  between  both ;  it  is  the 
capital  of  a  confiderable  territory  of  the  fame  name,  and 
is  a  very  important  fortrefs,  from  Its  commanding  one 
of  the  principal  paflages  on  the  Ganges ;  it  was  acord- 
ingly  garrifoned  by  the  Engliih  in  the  year  1764,  and 
ever  fince  retained  as  a  curb  upon  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  and 
his  fucceflbrs.  Dinapore  lies  in  a  direftion  oppefite  to 
^hefe  cities,  a  great  way  down  the  river,  in  the  Bahar 
country. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Governor  General  began  to 
take  meafures  for  fecuring  himfelf  from  the  ftorm  which 
-was  ready  to  fall  upon  him.    Ramnagur  was  at  that 
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dmc  but  flightly  garrifoncd,'  and  therefore  the  Gover-  C  H  a  h 
nor  thought  of  attacking  it ;  but  as  it  feemed  too  hazar-  .  ^^^^" 
dous  to  expofe  the  fmall  remainder  of  Major  Popham's  ^"^^X^ 
decachinent  in  this  fervice,  he  determined  to  wait  the 
arrival  of  fomc  farther  reinforcements.     This  gave  an 
opportunity  to  Ramjeewaun,  one  of  the  Rajah's  do- 
meftics,  to  affemble  a  body  of  forces  for  the  defence  of 
the  place ;  on  which  orders  were  difpatched  to  Chunar 
for  two  mortars,  and  other  proper  meafures  taken  for 
reducing  it  j  but,  through  the  inconfiderate  ralhnefs 
and  vanity   of  Captain  Mayaffrc,    every    thing  was 
fruftrated,  and  the  enterprife  ended  in  utter  ruin  and 
difgrace.     That  officer  being,  as  fenior,  appointed  to  MJsfor- 
the  fupreme  command,  andnoping  to  eflablifli  his  re- tunc  of 
putation  by  Ibme  {ignal  exploit,   marched  on  to  the  Captam 
attack   without  conilderation,  or  even  reconnoitring  ^*Jj^? 
the  place,  or  afking  for  any  information  concerning  it. 
The  confequence  w^s  fuch  as  ufually  attends  all  rafh 
and  ill-condufted  enterprifes.     The  troops,  involved  in 
the  narrow  ftreets  and  lanes  of  th«  city,  were  fired 
upon  in  every  direflicm,  and  flain  by  a  fafe  and  unfeen 
enemy.     Captain  Doxat,  who  commanded  the  rangers, 
and  led  the  attack,'  was  himfelf,  with  23  of  his  men, 
almofl  inflantly  killed,    befides  a  number  wounded. 
The  Chunar  battalion  led  by  Captain   Blair,    which 
bravely  attempted  to  fnpport  the  attack,  was  not  much 
longer  in  action,  when  57  men  lay  dead,  and  41  were 
wounded.     Captain  MayafFre  had  the  good  fortune  not 
to  furvive  the  difgrace.     The  retreat  was,  however, 
cenduAcd  by  Captain  Blair  with  fitch  Ikill,  as  checked 
the  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  which  was  continued  to  with- 
in four  miles  of  Chunar. 

By  this  unexpected  difafter,  the  Governor  General 
was  involved  in  greater  danger  than  ever.  His  fitua- 
tion  at  Benares  was  fuch,  that  he  could  not  poffibly 
ftay,  nor  was  it  in  his  power  to  quit  the  place  without 
extreme  danger. — A  great  number  of  boats  had  been 
coUefted  the  very  day  aft€?r  MayafFre's  defeat,  with  a 
view  to  attack  the  Governor's  quarters,  whofe  force 
amounted  only  to  450  men,  a  number  infufficient  to 
man  the  pofts  even  againft  one  finglc  attack.  He  com- 
menced his  retreat,  therefore,  in  the  duflc  of  the  even- 
ing ;  and,  by  his  fudden  departure,  notwithftanding 
the  crowd  of  people,  and  the  quantity  of  baggage  with 
which  they  were  encumbered,  the  troops  had  the  good 
fortune  to  get  clear  oiffrom  the  fuburbs,  without  mo- 
leftation,  and  arrived  at  Chunar  in  the  morning,  bring- 
ing ^<^ck-^it^(^^^  ^  battalion  of  fepoys^  whom  thc^ 


od8  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 


o 


CHAP,  met  by  the  way,  and  whom  Colonel  Blair  had  (cnt  t# 
^^^-    their  affilhnce. 

^""^X^  Though  the  Governor  General  had  already  enough 
on  his  hands  to  occupy  all  his  attention,  he  found  hiin- 
felf  involved  in  a  new  embarraflmcnt,  which,  in  the 
prefent  crilis,  was  not  a  little  dtftrelFing.  This  was 
the  approach  of  the  Nabob- Vizier,  who  having  origin- 
ally intended,  as  a  mark  of  refpeft,  if  not  of  hocnage,  to 
meet  him  at  Benares,  had  fet  out  from  his  capital  for 
*  that  purpofc  ;  and  inftead  of  being  deterred  by  the  pre- 

fent ftate  of  affairs,  he  had  adlually  ufed   the  greater 
expedition  in  his  journey  upon  that  account.     Nothing 
could  be  more  perplexing  than  his  arrival  at  this  time. 
He  was  to  be  received  and  treated  as  a  friend,  at  the 
fame  time  that  there  were  ftrong  reafons  for  fufpcctlAg 
him  to  be  an  enemy.     His  whole  dominions  were  al- 
ready in  a  ftate  of  commotion  afid  dlforder ;  and  the 
little  attention  which  he  paid  to  the  violence  and  our* 
rage  of  tKc  people,  looked  as  if  thefe  afts  had  met  with 
his  countenance  and  approbation.     For  no  fooner  had 
the  rebellion  manifefted  itfelf  in  Benares,  than  the  con- 
tagion fpread  through  all  the  neighbouring  countries 
under  his  government.     And  it  was  particularly  obfer- 
vable,  and  fcrved  to  increafe  all  the  fufpicions  with 
refpeft  to  his  own  deligns,  that  it  raged  in  none  with 
fo  much  violence,  as  in  thofe  which  were  under  the 
influence  of  the  princeffes,  his  mother  and  grandmother, 
who  are  ufually  diftinguifhed  under  the  appellation  of 
'Conduft    the  Begums  of  Oude. — Thefe  ladies,   who  refided  at 
•f  the       Fyzabad,  on  the  river  Dewa,  the  fecond  capital  of  his 
221.™*^  dominions,  openly  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Chcit  Sing  5 
and  not  only  publicly  encouraged  and  invited   mejx  to 
enlift  in  his  fervice,  but  fuffer^  their  own  immediate 
fervants  to  join  in  attacking  the  Englilh  troops.     Their 
example  and  influence,  correfponding  with  the  difpofx- 
tion  of  the  people,  produced  fuch  inftantanepus  elFecls^ 
that  not  only  the  city  of  Fyzabad,  and  the  adjoining 
country,  but  thofe  extenfive  territories  on  the  other 
•fide  of  the  Dewa,  which,  under  the  name  of  Gooruck- 
pore  and  Burriage,  ftrctch  to  the  feet  of  the  northeni 
mountains,  were  every  where  inarms,  and  in  declared 
hoftility  to  the  Company.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hannay, 
with  two  battalions  of  regular  fepoys,  which  he  com- 
manded in  the  Nabob's  fervi«e,  had  the  charge  of  Fyza- 
bad, and  the  countries  in  that  quarter  committed  to  his 
care.      Thefe  troops  were  repeatedly   attacked,  fur- 
.    rounded^  and  many  of  them  cut  to  pieces ;  their  com- 
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mancter  being  bimfelf  fo  hard  prelTed  and  encompafled^  C  H  aK 
that  he  narrowly  cfcaped  the  fame  fate.  XXXI< 

As  we  have  mentioned  the  Begums  of  Oudc,  it  may  ^'TtJiT' 
not  be  entirely  unneccffary  to  obfer ve,  that  women  of  that 
rank  and  condition  frequently  pofTefs  great  wealthy  po- 
pularity, and  influence  in  India ;  for  that  through  the 
opportunities  afforded  by  weak  reigns  and  minorities^ 
along  with  their  being  freed  by  Qtuatiod  from  the 
cuftomary  redraints  of  the  fex,  they  are  not  feldom  en-* 
abled  to  take  a  great  (hare  in  the  appointment  of  mini- 
flers,  and  the  direction  of  public  affairs;  and  theif 
power  appearing  only  in  the  mod  pleafmg  and  popular 
parts  of  its  exercife,  they  generally  acquire  great  weighC 
and  confidence  with  the  people,  and  are  puch  beloved 
by  them. 

Along  with  all  thofe  circumflances  of  public  notd^' 
riety,  which  concurred  in  rendering  the  Nabob's  vifit 
exceedingly  perplexing,  repeated  intimations  wer« 
given  to  the  Governor  General,  cautioning  him  to 
guard  againft  private  treachery ;  and  he  was  particu- 
larly warned  not  to  vifit  him,  without  fo  ilrong  a 
guard  as  would  be  fully  competent  to  t]\e  fecurity  of 
his  perfon.  He  therefore  endeavoured,  by  letter,  to 
diiTuade  the  Nabob  from  the  farther  profecution  of 
his  journey,  requeftmg  that  he  would  return  to  Luck- 
now,  and  there  wait  his  own  arrival,  which  would 
be  as  foon  as  the  prefent  difturbances  would  afford 
leifure  for  that  purpofe.  The  Nabob,  however,  un-* 
deritanding  the  difficulties  and  dangers  in  which  ther 
Governor  General  was  involved,  determined  to  feizd 
that  opportunity  of  giving  a  proof  of  his  zeal  and  at^ 
tachment,  by  proceeding  on  his  way  with  the  greatef 
expedition ;  while  the  former,  willing  to  remove  any 
ideas  pf  diftruft  which  might  be  excited  by  the  preced-* 
ing  letter,  fent  another,  returning  his  acknowledge* 
ments  for  fo  kind  an  attention.  It  appears,  however^ 
that  the  greateft  harmony  fubfi(ted  between  them  dur-* 
ing  the  whole  time  they  wdre  together* 

In  the  mean  time, .  the  commotion  which  had  be^i  otTitrti 
gun  in  Benares,  fpread  through  all  the  neighbouring  common 
countries.     One  half  of  the  dominions  of  Oude  was  in  a  ^'^**'    - 
ftate  of  aftual  rebellion,  while  great  part  of  the  Bahar  ^^^""ndi** 
country  was  almoA:  in  the  fame  fituation*    The  down* 
fal  of  the  £ngliJh  power  was  confidered  as  fo  unavoida* 
Ue,  that  even  the  chiefs  and  towns  of  leaf^  confidera- 
tion  (hewed  their  eagerncfs  to  fliare  in  the   glory  of 
contributing  towards  an  obJ£(^  which  appeared  fo  Ae* 
j(irable  to  the  whole  country.    Thus  all  the  comuiunf' 
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CHAP,  cations  were  fo  cffeAually  cut  off^  that  the  Governor 
J^^^^^  General  was  kept  alnioft  in  a  ftate  of  total  ignorance  at 
i7ii.     Chunar,  both  with  refped  to  w  hat  paffed  in  the  adjoin- 
ing countries,  and  the  fucccfs  or  failure  of  the  various 
cxprcffcs  he  had  fent  to  different  parts  of  the  country 
for  afliftancc. 

During  this  inaftivc  period,  it  is  nioft  probable  that 
the  Rajah  publiflied  his  manifeito,    addrefTed    to  the 
other  Rajahs  and  Chiefs  of  India.     In  this,  after  giving 
an  account  of  the  treatment  his  father  and  himfclf  had 
met  with,  and  which  had  given  occalion  to  the  prcfcnt 
troubles,  he  called  upon  them  to  unite  in  one  common 
caufe  againlt  fuch  an  infidious  and  rapacious  enemy. 
With  regard  to  himfclf,  he  faid,  that  every  complaint 
had  been  heard  againfl  him,  and  every  wretch  encou- 
raged to  mifreprefent  him ;  he  had  been  continually 
haralTed  by  pretended  crimes,  and  calumnies  forged  on 
piirpofe  to  extort  money  from  him.     He  feemed  to  be 
particularly  affe(^ed  with  the  charges  laid  again  ft  hiai 
of  mifgovernment,  and   of  authorillng   or   tolerating 
murders,  violence,  and  robberies  in  his  dominions.     To 
er^culpate  himfclf  from  this  charge  in  the  moft  ftriking 
manner,  he  drew  a  contraft  betwixt  his  own  dominions, 
and  thofe  belonging  to  the  Company.  '^  Look  to  my  dif- 
tricts,"  fays  he,  **  look  to  theirs !  Do  not  the  different  pic- 
tures they  prefcnt  to  you  mark  the  limits  of  them  more 
than  the  boundaries  which  nature  itfelf  has  drawn  out? 
My  fields  are  cultivated,  my  villages  full  of  inhabitants, 
my  country   is  a  garden,  and  my  fubjefts   are  h?ppy.- 
Here  the  orphans  and  the  widows  convey  their  proper- 
ty, and  refide  without  any  fear  of  rapacity  and  avarice. 
The  traveller,  from  one  end  of  my  country  tothe  other, 
lays  down  his  burthen,  and  fleeps  in   fecurity.     Look 
to  the  provinces  of  theCbmpany!  There  famine  and 
niifery  ftalk  hand  in  hand  through  uncultivated  fields 
and  deferteJ  villages!  There  you  meet  with  nothing 
but  aged  men,  who  are  not  able  to  tranfport  themfelvcs 
away,  or  robbers  watching  to  way-lay  their  helpleffnefs  I 
When  any  of  the  fervantsof  the  Englilh  have  pafTed 
thro*  my  country,  every  kindnefs  has  been  Ihewn  them, 
and  all  their  wants  fupplied  ;  even  their  very  coolies, 
(porters)  have  had  their  burthens  taken  off,  and  car- 
ried for  them. — Let  any  of  them  be  afked,  if  they  met 
\vith  fuch  treatment  in  the  countries  under  the  Com- 
pany's management  ?  Were  they  not  almoft  continually 
robbed,  and  in  danger  of  their  lives.^" 

The  fortrefs  ofChunaf,  'vhich  now  afforded  a  fe- 
cure  afylum  to  the  Goveruur  General,  is  fituatad  o^ 
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tlie  fouth  fhore  of  the  Ganges.     The  principal  force  C  H  a.  p, 
of  the  erre^ny  was  atlenibled  at  a  town  called   Patee-     -^^'^^• 
tah,  about  feven  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Chunar,  in   ^TtsTT^ 
the  direft  road  to  the  noted  pafs  of  Suckroot,  as  well  as 
the  itrong  fortrefs  of  Luttcefpore.     Major  Popham's 
regiment,  with  all  the  force  that  could  be  fpared  from 
the  garrifon  at  Chunar,  were  formed  into  a  detachment 
under  his  command,  and  encamped  about  a  mile  frcm 
the  town,  on  their  way  to  the  enemy.     Towards  the 
end  of  the  month,  Lieutenant  Polhill,  who,   with  fix  Aug,  27. 
companies  of  fepoys  belonging  to   the  Nabob- Vizier's 
bodyguard,  hid  arrived  from  lUahabad,  was  ordered 
to  encamp  on  the  oppofite  fhore  of  the  river,  in  order  to 
keep  open  the  communication  on  that  fide.     This  of- 
ficer, two  days  after  his  arrival,  had  the  good  fortune 
to  JjfeaL   a  conliderable  body  of  the  enemy,  ftationed 
atafaiall  fort  called  Seeker,  within  fight  ofChunar; 
and  a  few  days  after,  the  whole  body  at  Pateetah  was  scp.  3. 
defeated  by  Captain  Blair,  though  not  without   very 
confiderable  difficulty,  and  the  lofs  of  48  men  killed  and 
85  wounded,  being  about  a  fOurth  part  of  his  whole 
number.  v 

This  viiSory,  though  dearly  bought,  produced  the 
ufual  effecls  of  elating  the  one  party  and  difpiriting  the 
other.  The  Engliili  commander,  having  collected  his 
forces  from  various  parts,  and  being  fupplied  with 
money  from  the  Nabob-Vizier,  foon  found  himfelf  in  a 
capacity  to  vanquifli  any  force  which  the  R^jah  could 
propofe  to  bring  againft  him.  The  troops  under  Major 
Popham  confiltcd  of  four  complete  regiments,  and  one 
battalion  of  fepoys,  with  three  companies  of  Europeans, 
fix  companies  of  the  Nabob's  body-guards  under  Lieu- 
tenant Polhill,  and  thirty  European  artillery-men, 
Thefe  were  all  commanded  by  experienced  officers,  and 
farther  reinforcements  were  hourly  expe<5lcd.  In  op- 
pofition  to  thefe,  the  Rajah  commanded  a  body  of  7690 
regular  and  irregular  troops,  befides  a  vaft  rabble  of  all 
denominations,  whofe  numbers  would  undoubtedly  con- 
tribute, in  every  adion,  to  diforder  and  coufobnd 
the  reft.  The  Rajah's  confidence  in  thefe  troops,  how- 
ever, was  not  fo  great,  but  that  he  would  gladly 
have  made  up  peace,  if  that  had  been  pollible  ;  but  this 
was  a  meafure  to  which  the  Governor  General  fcems  to 
have  been  averfe  from  firit  to  lalt.  No  anfwcr  was 
therefore  returned  to  his  letters  ;  and  hollilc  meafures 
were  refol red  upon. 

The  firil  enterprife  projecleJ  by  the  Engliili  com- 
mander was   the  reduction  of  the  fortiefs  of  Ramna- 
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C  A  H  p.  gur,  which  would  put  him  in  poffeffion  of  the  capital 
^^^^^  without  farther  difficuity  ;  after  which  the  Rajah,  cut 
i78f.    off  from  the  feat  of  government,  and  all  his  relources, 
would  foon  find  his  forces  dwindle,  and  all  his  other 
fortreffes  fall  into  the  hands  of  the   enemy.     Battering 
cannon  and  mortars  were  accordingly  ordered  to  Major 
Popham's  camp,  and  every  thing  neceffary  for  conduc- 
ing the  operations  colledled  with  all  poffible  diligence ; 
but  before  this  could  be  accemplifhed,  a  native  of 
Chunar,  named  Bundoo  Cawn,  who  had  formerly  given 
extraordinary  proofs  of  his  attachment  to  the  £ngliik 
intercft,  undertook  to  put  him  in  pofl'eflion  not  only  of 
-that  place,  but  eventually  of  the  whole  dominions  of 
the  Rajah.     This  man,  who  feems  to  have  poffeflfeda 
very  great  Ikill  in  the  methods  of  condading  fuch  ope- 
rations, began  with  reprefenting  to  theBritifh  comman- 
ders, that  as  the  Rajah's  forces  were  principally  collec- 
ted at  the  two  forts  of  Lutteefpore  and  Pateetah,  where 
they  were  daily  augmenting  in  number,  it  would  be- 
come exceedingly  difficult  to  diflodge  him,  if  he  were 
allowed  much  longer  time  to  ftrengthcn  hirafelf.     He 
obierved  alfo,  that  although   the  walls  of  Pateetah, 
and  thfi  defences  of  the  fort,  were  of  no  great  moment 
merely  as  fortifications  ;  yet  from  the  peculiar  fituation 
of  the  town,  thenearnefs  of  Lutteefpore,  and  the  fi-elh 
forces  with  which  the  Rajah  could  conftantly  fupply 
the  defence,  it  would  be  found  a  matter  of  no  little 
difficulty  to  reduce  it,  even  at  that  time ;  nor  could  tho 
3  reduftion  of  it  be  confidered  as  a  ^matter  of  much  mo- 
ment, while  Lutteefpore  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.    The  next  objeft  then  muftbe  the  redudion  of 
Lutteefpore  ;  but  it  was  impoflible  to  aflail  it  on  that 
fide,  nor  could  it  be  attacked  on  the  other,  while  the 
enemy  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  impradicable  pals  of 
Suckroot,  which,  lying  at  its  back  in  the  gorge  of  the 
mountains,  kept  open  the  communications  for  reinfojice- 
ments  and  fupplies  of  every  kind,  as  well  as  a  free  and 
direft  intercourfe  with  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Bidjeygur, 
where  theRajahkept  his  treafures.  He  propofed,  there- 
fore, that  the  main  part  of  the  army  ihould  proceed 
(direftly  againft  Pateetah  in  the  front ;  and  that,  whil« 
the  attention  of  the  enemy  was  thus  naturally  dircfted 
to  one  lide,  a  divifion  of  the  moft  aftive  troops  ihould, 
under  his  guidance,  by  a  long  and  circuitous  march  of 
feveral  days  through  the  woods  and  mountains,  come 
round  in  fuch  a  manner  to  the  back  of  the  pafs  of  Suckroot, 
that  it  would  fallintotheir  hands  without  any  difficulty ; 
fye  confequenc^  of  Which  wou)d  be^  that  the  enem)r  muft 
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Inftantly  abandon  their  ftrongholds  of  Luttcefporc  and  C  H  A 1^ 
Pateetab,  or  be  cooped  up  in  them  to  their  inevitable   ^^^** 
dcftruftion.  ^"1781!^ 

-    This  advice  being  accepted.  Major  Crabbe,  with  his  Succdi'of 
own   regiment  of  Tepoys,  and  the  lix  companies  of  the  Jf*J^" 
Vi2icj:*s  guards,  under  Lieutenant  Polhill,  with  four  lix  ^  p^p^ 
pounders,  and  a  live  one-half  inch  howitzer,  were  ap-  ham,        * 
pointed  to  the  enterprife  againit  Suckroot.     They  left 
the  camp  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  15th  of  Sept.  if. 
September ;  and  by  three  in  the  morning  Major  Pop-  . 
ham  advanced  with  the  main  body  to  the  attack  of 
Pateetah.     This  place  he  found  fo  Itrongly  fortified  by 
art  and  nature,  that  the  redudlion  of  it  in  the  ufual  way 
appeared  impoiribie.     It  was  therefore  refolved   to  at- 
tempt it  by  itorm,  which  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  the 
town  and  fort  were  almoil  inflantly  abandoned  by   the 
enemy  5  at  the  fame  time  that  Major   Crabbe,  who, 
by  the  alTidance  of  Bundoo  Cawn,  had  finally  overcome 
all  his  difficulties,  arrived  at  thepafs  of  Suckroot,  drove 
the  enemy  from  their  poi\,  and  took  pofielFion  of  it.    In 
the  mean  time,  the  fugitives  from  Suckroot  and  Pateetah 
arriving  at  Lutteefpore,  where  the  Rajah  himfelf  was, 
overwhelmed  every  thing  with  confufion  and^difmay. 
This  pufillanimous  prince,  giving  up  all  for  loft,  fled 
from  the  city  the  fame  day,  with  a  few   of  his  moft 
faithful  followers  ;  and  having  taken  a  circuit  round  the 
iTivOun tains,  (as  the  pafs  at  Suckroot  was  now  fhut  up,J 
ii  ruck  into'the  road  toBidjeygur,  the  only  place  of  refuge 
i:e  hnd  now  left. 

The  Rajah  found  as  little  quiet  in  his  new  afylum 
as  he  had  done  before  in  his  other  fortrell'es.     On  the 
*  approach  of  Major  Pophani  he  fled  with  the  utmoft  Rajabilict 
precipitation,  leaving  behind  him  the  greateft  part  of  leaving 
his  treafurcs.     Notwithftanding  every  effort  however,  ^^*i^. 
the  place  held  out  till  the  loth  November,  when  it  menfe 
was  furrendered  by  capitulation.     The  Governor  Ge-t«af»rei. 
neraH  wilhed  that  the  wealth  fqund  in  the  place  ihould 
be  the  reward  of  thofe  who  had.fo  eminently  diftin- 
guiihed  themfelvcs  throughout  the  war  j  and  the  offi* 
cers,  fearing  that .  fuch   a  proceeding  might  not  be 
agreeable  to  the  Council,  proceeded  to  a  divilion  of 
the  cafh  as  expeditioufly  as  poilible.     The  fum  to  be 
diftributed  amounted  on  this  occafion  to  312,500!.  of 
which  the  commander  in  Chief  had  36,750  1. ;  each  of 
the  majors  5619  L  ;  the  captains  upwards  of  3000  !• ; 
and  the  fubalterns  fomewhat  more  than  1400 1.     The 
ihares  of  the  native  officers  were  but  fmali|  and  the 
common  fepoys  had  about  lix  pounds  each. 
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C  HA  P.     By  this  divifioi>  it  was  fuppofed,  that  about  two- 
XXXI.   jjjijrjg  Qf  tjjg  ^.^fh  ^vgre  difpofcd  of;  but  the  relt  of  the 


1781,    fpoil,  confilVmg  of  large  quantities  of  valuable   mer- 
chandife,  rubies,  emeralds,  diamonds,  &c.  was  exped- 
cd  to  produce  a  much  larger  fum.     The  fufpicions  of 
the  officers,  however  were  foon  verified.     The  Coun- 
cil of  Calcutta  pafTed  refolutions,  importing,  that  the 
Governor  General   had  not  forntally,  nor  according 
to  any  liberal  conftrudion  which  could  be  put  upon 
his  letters,  renounced  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  as 
their  reprefentative,  their  legal  right  to  the  property 
of  the  booty  found  at  Bidjeygur.     They  alledged  alib, 
that  the  precipitate  and  illegal  divifion  made  by  the 
officers,  fiiev/ed,  that  they  did  not  confider  themfelvcs 
as  ading  by  proper  authority  ;  for  which  reafon,  they 
refolved,  that   fuch  fteps  'fliould   be   taken   as   might 
bring  the  matter  to  a  legal  determination  ;  leaving, 
however,  to  the  officers  the  alternative  of  fubmitttng 
the  whole  matter  to  the  determination  of  the  Board; 
in  which  cafe  it  was  promifed  that  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral's recommendation  Ihould  be  literally  confidered ; 
and  it  was  laid  down  alfo  as  a  farther  condition,  that 
the  officers  fliould  lend  the  Company  iheir  Ihares  of 
the  prize-money,   excepting  only   what   each   fliould 
declare  upon  honour  was  neceflary  for  his  private  de- 
mands ;  and  a  refufal,  or  failure  of  giving  an  anfwer 
within  a  limited  time,  was  to  be  accounted   difobe- 
dience  of  orders. 
Kcw  Ra-       The  Governor  General  having  gone  to  the  peace- 
jahap-      able  city  of  Benares,  which  now  wore  its  ufual  face 
pomtc  .    ^^  tranquillity,  immediately   proceeded   to   fettle  the 
fucceirion  to  the  government ;  and  the  male  line  being 
now  cut  off  by  the  exclufion  of  Cheit  Sing  and  bis 
brother,  and   not   thinking  it  would  be  prudent   to 
put  the  fubmilFion  of  the  people  to  the  teit  of  a  new 
fpecies  of  dominion,  he  determined  that  the  next  li- 
neal heir  to  Bulwant  Sing,  named  Baboo  Mehipnarain, 
fliould  fucceed  in  the  Rajahlhip.     The  fucceiTion  be- 
ing thus  fixed,  a  new  and   very  advantageous  fettle- 
^  mcnt  with  refpcft  to  the  tribute  or  revenue  was  con- 

cluded by  the  Governor  General  with  the  new  Ka^h, 
and  his  guardian  or  minifter,  they  having  agreed  to 
pay  the  Company  a  perpetual  rent  of  four  millions  of 
rupees,  or  about  half  a  million  fterling  a-year.  So 
that  the  Company  have  gained  a  iUnding  revenue  of 
about  200,000 1.  a-year,  by  the  contelt  with  Cheit 
Sinp-,  indcpciulcnt  of  their  claim  on  the  ready-money 
fpoil,  which  was  lei  zed  by  the  army. 
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CHAP.    XXXII. 


Dejtgns  of  France Ev.rragemmts  hetween  M.  dc  Suf- 

frehi  and  Sir  Edivard  Hughes Indians  defeated  at 

TeUicherry Colonel  Braithvajte  defeated  by  Tippoo 

Sail; French  and  Indians  take  Cuddalore  and  Per- 

macoil Hyder  again  defeated  by  Coote^  ivbo  isfuc- 

c^eded  by  General  Stuart Tr/ficor^-ale  retaken  by 

tie  French Peace  with  the  Mahaitas Expe- 
dition and  fuccefs  of  CoL  Humberfione J^pedition  and 

unfortunate  end  of  Gen.  Matthews Death  of  Hyd^r 

Ally^  who  is  fucceeded  by  Tippoo  Saib Mangalorc 

befieged  by  Tippoo JVar  on  the  Cot  oinandel  coajl r- 

Deaih  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote Cuddalore  befieged  by 

Gejieral  Stuart End  of  the  war  in  the  Eafl  Indies. 


WHILE  General  Sir  Eyre  Cootc  was  gallantly 
and  fuccefsfiilly  ogpofing  the  vaft  fuperiority  ^xxxil. '  ' 
offeree,  and  the  hnmenfe  refonrces  of  the  redoubtable  \„^^^mmJ 
invader  of  the  Carnatic,  and  Sir  Edward  Hughes  and     1781. 
Sir  Heftor  Monro  were  directing  rhe  Britifh  arms  with  ^**ff"»  ®' 
vigour  and  efFedt  againit  x\\t  Dutch  fettlements,  France   ""*^ 
was  unwearied  in  her  endeavqurs  to  eftabliih  fuch  a 
land  and  naval  force  at  her  A^ican  idands;  as  would 
not  only  be  the  means  of  recovering  her  ancient  power 
aqd    influence  on    the   coaft  of  Coromandel,   but  of 
giving  fuch  a  fatal  and  decUive  blow  to  her  old  rivals, 
as  might  enable  her,  with  the  aid  of  the  native  powers, 
to  chafe  them  entirely  out  of  India. 

The  new  alliance  with  Holland,  and  the  inabiliry 
of  that  republic  t«  protefl  the  great  fourrt?s  of  her 
power  and  wealth  in  the  Eaft,  againft  the  dcfigns  of 
the  Englifli,  was  an  additional  fpur  to  France,  for 
eoUeavouring,  byall  means,  and  at  all  events,  to  ac- 
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CHAP,  quire  a  naval  fuperiority  in  India,  Nothing  lefs  conid 
^'"^^'''  efFeftually  protcft  the  Dutch  fettlcments ;  and  as  Sir 
^^^^  Eyre  Coote  had  fo  unexpeftedly  and  cffe^ally  op- 
pofed  and  given  fuch  fevere  checks  to  Hyder  AUy^ 
it  feemed  that  nothing  lefs  could  fecpre  to  that  con« 
queror  the  complete  reduAion  of  the  Carnatic,  parti- 
cularly including  Madrafs,  without  which  nothing  clfe 
could  be  conlidered  as  fecurc. 

M.  de  SufTrein,  after  his  unfuccefsful  attack  upon 
the  Engliih  fquadrou  and  convoy  iif  Port  Praya  Bay, 
fulfilled,  however,  (as  we  have  formerly  fcen),  the 
fecond  objed  of  his  commiffion,  by  fecxiring  the  Dutch 
fettlements  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  from  the  hoftile 
defign^  of  that  armament ;  Imd  having  left  a  fufiicient 
French  garrifon  behind  for  their  future  prote£lion, 
proceeded,  with  the  remainder  of  his  force,  to  job 
M.  de  Orves,  who  was  his  fuperidr  in  command,  at  the 
ifland  of  Mauritius.  Upon  this  jundion,  the  French 
commanders  having  now  a  force  of  ten  fail  of  the  line, 
beiides  one  fifty  gun  fliip,  and  feveral  large  frigates, 
they  failed  for  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  being  accom- 
panied by  a  number  of  tranfports  and  ftorefliips,  to- 
gether with  a  conliderable  body  of  land  forces ;  and 
M.deOr.  M.  de  Orves  dying  on  the  paiTage,  the  fole  command 
yw  <*y»»|-of  the  fleet  devolved  on  M.  de  SufFrein. 
edby&!f/  The  Britifh  fquadron  under  Captain  Alms,  with  the 
irdn.  troops  under  General  Medows,'  who  had  failed  for  Ii>- 
dia  while  the  French  were  ilill  at  the  Cape,  having 
met  with  much  adverfc  weather,  and  being  greatly 
ihattered,  were  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  falling  a  prey 
to  their  enemies,  who  were  much  their  fuperiors  in 
force,  even  if  they  had  met  with  no  misfortune.  Only 
one  ihip,  however,  (the  Hannibal  of  50  guns),  was 
taken ;  and  that  not  without  a  gallant  defence,  even 
when  furrounded  by  the  epemy  in  a  very  dark  and 
tempeftuous  night.  The  other  fliips  of  war,  with  the 
convoy,  arrived  fafely  at  their  |)laces  of  deftination. 
Sir  Ed-  '"*  the. beginning  of  February  1782,   Admiral  Sir 

^ard        Edward  Hughes  arrived  at  Madrafs,  for  which  he  had 
Hughes     fet  fail,  after  the  taking  of  Trincomale,  in  order  to 
SbJd^afr  .P*"ocure  fupplies  of  naval  ftores  and  provifions.     As  hii 
Ftb.  V  *   fquadron  confifted  only  of  fix  ihips  of  the  line,  and  thefc 
had  been  fo  long  out  at  fea  that  they  ftood  greatly  in 
need  of  reparation,  he  was  much  alarmed  by  the  news 
of  the  French  fleet  being  on  the  coaft.     However,  he 
was  happily  relieved  from  his  apprehenfions  by  the  ar- 
rival of  Captain  Alms  in  the  Monmouth  of  64  guns, 
along  with  the  Hero  of  74,  and  the  His  of  50.    Every 
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method  was  now  uken  to  repair  the  fhips,  and  recruit  chap. 
the  land  forces ;  but  before  this  could  be  accompli ihed,  xxxil. 
the  French  fleet  fuddenly  appeared  in  the  offing,  to  the  ^"^"Tg^ 
number  of  12  fail  of  the  line,  fix  large  frigates,  eight 
large  tranfports,  and  fix  captured  veflels.  This  move- 
ment wgs  made  on  the  fuppofition  that  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  had  not  received  the  reinforcement  above  men- 
tioned, and  confequently  that  it  would  be  an  eafy  mat- 
ter tn  dertroy  his  I'mall  fquadron,  or  perhaps  to  fur- 
prife  him  :  but  when  it  was  difcovered  that  the  Englilh 
fleet  conliHed  of  nine  inftead  of  five  Ihips  of  war,  and 
tliat  the  admiral  was  dlfpoling  his  veft'els  in  the  moft 
advantageous  manner  in  order  to  make  a  refolute  de* 
fence,  SuiFrein  thought  proper  to  Itop  ihort,  and  caft 
anchor  about  four  miles  without  the  road  ;  and,  in  the 
afternoon,  giving  over  all  thoughts,  of  an  attack,  he 
Cuddenly  weighed  anchor,  and  Itood  to  the  Ibuthward; 
but  was  purfued,  without  lofs  of  time,  by  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  who  continued  the  chace  all  night  and  part  of 
the  next  day  •  In  the  mornings  he  perceived  their 
fleet  feparated,  and  part  of  their  convoy  expofed.  The 
confcquence  of  which  was,  that  lix  were  caprured,  of  .  ^ 
which  five  were  Eugliih  prizes,  newly  taken,  with  pn^ci. 
their  crews  on  board  ;  but  the  iixth,  taken  by  Captain 
Lumley  in  the  Ifis,  proved  to  be  the  Lauriibn  tranf- 
port,    a  moft  valuable  prize,    of  1300  tons  burden,  ^ 

whofe  cargo  conlifted  of  a  confiderable  train  of  artil- 
lery, intended  for  a  prefent  to  Hyder  Ally,  a  large 
quantity  of  gun-powder,  and  a  complete  allortment  of 
other  military  (lores.  On  board  this  prize  were  alfo  a 
conQderable  number  of  land  officers,  and  300  private 
foldiers  of  the  regiment  of  Laufanne.  The  reft  of  the 
convoy  was  faved  only  through  the  deficiency  of  fri- 

Sates  on  the  part  of  the  Britilh.  The  only  frigate,  in- 
eed,  in  their  poffelfion  was  the  Seahorfe  of  20  guns, 
which  was  fo  far  from  being  able  to  take  others,  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  flie  was  faved  from  being  taken 
herfelf. 

As  the  hoftile  fquadrons  were  now  very  near  each  Sca  fight, 
other,  the   Britilh  admiral  ufed  every  method   in  his  'P  " '"^'^ 

'  ,     .         ,  .  I  ,■  ^  buff; tin  18 

power  to  bnng  his  adverlary  to  an  engagemet;  nor  ivorflcd  by 
indeed  did  M.  Suffrein  fcem  to  decline  it.  After  va-  Hughes. 
rious  manoeuvres,  however,  the  Eugliih  commander 
being  to  leeward,  and  without  wind  fulHcieut  to  work 
his  ihips,  found  himfelf  under  a  neceliicy  of  coming 
to  aftion  on  difadvantageous  terms  ;  while  M.  de  Sut- 
frein  was  enabled  to  bring  eight  of  his  belt  fliips  to  di- 
rect their  whole  attack  upon  five  of  tlie  Englilh,  of 
Vol.  VI.  Y  y 
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CHAP,  which  the  Ifis^  of  50  guns,  was  one ;  the  Eagle, 
XXXH,  Monmouth,  Worcelter,  and  Burford,  four  of  their 
^BiT'  l^ft  ihips,  under  the  moft  approved  commanders,  be- 
ing idle  fpectators  in  the  van,  without  a  pofiibihty  of 
coming  to  the  afllllance  of  their  fellows.  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  was  in  the  Superbe  of  74  guns,  whicjp  form- 
ed the  central  ihip  :  the  four  below  the  admiral  were, 
ihe  Hero,  Captain  Wood,  of  the  fame  force  ;  the 
Ills,  Lumlsy  ;  the  Monarca,  Gell,  of  68  guns  ;  and 
the  Exerer  of  64 ;  the  latter  commanded  by  Commo- 
dore King  and  Captain  Reynolds.  Upon  thcfe  the  at- 
tack fell. 

The  fquadron  being  then  on  the  larboard  tack,  the 
Exeter  was  the  liernniod  fliip  ;  and  being,  through 
the  failure  of  wind,  as  well  as  from  her  being  a  bad 
failor,  conliderably  feparated  from  her  fecond  a-head, 
three  of  the  French  ihips  bore  down  direftly  upon  her, 
and  commenced  a  furious  attack;  while  M.  deSuffrein, 
in  the  Hero,  with  feveral  other  fliips,  bore  down  in 
the  fame  manner  upon  the  Superb,  and  fell  with  no  left 
fury  upon  the  admiral.  Thefc  two  Ihips  were  of  courfe 
exceedingly  hard  preffed,  and  could  not  avcwd  fuffering 
extremely,  under  fuch  a  weight  of  fire  as  was  poured 
on  all  iides  upon  them.  Yet,  after  enduring  all  ihcfe 
difadvantages for  about  two  hours,  and  forely  wound- 
ed as  they  had  been  in  that  time,  a  fquall  of  wind  com- 
ing fuddenly  in  their  fiuour  at  lix  o'clock,  the  five 
Engliih  fhips  became  in  turn  the  aggrefTors,  and  renew- 
ed the  atflion  with  fuch  vigour  and  effedl,  that  in  25 
minutes  time,  it  being  then  near  dark,  thole  of  the 
enemy  within  their  reach,  after  having  viiibly  fufiain- 
td  conliderable  lofs,  fiuldenly  hauled  their  wind,  and 
the  whole  French  fquadron  Hood  off  to  the  north-eaft. 

The  Superbe,  belidcs  having  her  main  yard  ihot  to 
pieces  in  the  flings,  and  neither  a  brace  nor  a  bow  line 
left  entire,  was  fo  feverely  wounded  in  her  hull,  that 
at  the  time  the  enemy  bore  away,  Ihe  had  no  lefs  than 
live  feet  water  in  her  hold  ;  and  it  was  not  until  a  num* 
ber  of  the  largcft  Ihot-holes  under  water  were  plugged 
up,  that  it  could  be  prevented  from  gaining  on  the 
pumps.  The  Ihte  of  the  Exeter  had  been  the  molt 
calamitous  through  the  adion  that  could  almoft  be 
pofiibly  imagined.  She  had  undergone  the  fire  in  all 
dircflions  of  almoft  tlie  whloe  French  fquadron,  and 
had  from  three  to  five  ihips  at  times  laid  upon  her,  un- 
til Ihe  was  at  length  reduced  nearly  to  a  wreck;  and  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  prompt  and  gallant  afliftancc  of 
Captain  Wood,  of  the  Hero,  ihe  cGiild  fcarccly  have 
eicaped  going  to  the  bo:tor*5* 
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Captain  Stephens,  of  the  aclmlrars  ll^ip,  and  Cap-  *^  H  a  p. 
tain  Keynolds,  of  the  cojninoclore's,  two  brave  and  ^•^^"* 
diitinguiliied  oiRcers,  loft  their  lives  in  this  uneqiial  "^^tsP^ 
and  imperfect  action.  The  whole  lofs  of  men  amount- 
ed to  32  flain,  and  95  wounded ;  of  w  hich  30  of  the 
former,^  and  87  of  the  latter,  were  in  tlie  Siiperbe, 
Exeter,  and  Hero.  The  unlhaken  fortitude  difplayed 
by  Coiimiodore  King,  under  the  long  preffure  of  ib  vaft 
a  luperiority  of  force,  and  the  fierce  attack  of  fo  many 
frelh  Ihips  coming  up  in  fucceffion  to  take  a  clofe  and  fteady 
aim  as  at  a  dcid  mark,  while  they  ftill  expected  that 
every  broadtide  mud  have  decided  the  fate  of  the  Exe- 
ter, could  not  have  been  fnfHciently  praifed  or  admir- 
ed. In  the  iiK)1\  defperate  Ihie  of  the  a<^ion,  the 
blood  and  mangled  brains  of  Captain  Reynolds  were 
daihed  over  him  by  a  cannon  ball,  in  fuch  a  mannef 
that  he  v/as  for  fome  little  time  abfolutely  blinded  ; 
yet  he  ftill  preferved  a  moft  admirable  equality  and  • 
compofure  of  temper;  and  when  at  the  heel  of  the 
action,  and  the  Exeter  already  in  the  Itate  of  a  wreck, 
the  mafter  came  to  afk  htm  what  he  Ihould  do  with  the 
Ihip,  as  two  of  the  enemy  were  again  bearing  down 
upon  her,  he  laconically  anfwered,  **  There  is  nothing 
to  be  done  but  to  fight  her  till  ihe  finks." 

The  great  damage  fuftained  by  thefe  fliips,  obliged 
Sir  Edward  to  proceed  to  Trincomale,  in  order  to 
refit ;  in  which  he  was  fo  expeditious,  that  he  return- 
ed tf>Madrars  before  the  middle  of  March.  In  his  way 
back  to  Trincomale  he  was  joined  by  the  Sultan  and 
Mignanime,  two  Ihips  of  74  guns,  but  whofe  crews 
were  very  fickly,  and  much  reduced  by  the  fcurvy. 
The  delign  of  his  prefent  voyage  was  to  fupply  the 
garrifon  at  Trincomale  with  ftores  and  troops  fufficient 
to  put  it  out  of  any  danger  from  the  enemy,  as  well  as 
to  cover  and  receive  the  convoy  with  troops  and  ftores 
which  was  daily  expelled  from  England.  This  latter 
part  of  the  dciign,  however,  being  known  to  the  French 
admiral,  he  determined  to  ufe  every  effort  to  cut  off  the 
convoy,  or  prevent  it  joining  him. 

This  brought  on  another  engagement  on  the  12th  of  Another 
April    1782,  in  which  the  En^rliih  fleer  had  again  the  *«^^-%^^> 
misfortune  of  being  to  the  leeward  of  theencuiy.     At  *  ^"  *^' 
nine  in  the  morning,  theBriiilh  admiral  inrde  a  fignal 
for  the  line  of  battle  a-head  on  the  ftjrboard  tack,  at 
two  cables  length  dilVance  afundc^r  ;  tlie  enemy  being 
then  about  fix  miles  off,  north  by  ealt,  and   the  wind 
in  the  fame  quarter.     The  fituarion  of  the  French  fleet 
was  every  way  favourable  j  as  that  of  theEnglilh  was 
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CHAP,  difasreeable  and  dansierous ;  being  hemmed  in,  on  a 
rocky   ihore,  by  an  enemy  greatly  fupchor,  who  had 


\X^  it  in  their  power  to  chufe  what   mode  of  attack  they 
judged  molt  proper. — Their  choice  in  this  refpett  in- 
deed was  fo  exceedingly  various,  that  they   feeaied  to 
C::^-  -..  be  at  no  finall  lofs  how  to  determine  themfelves  ;  but  at 

■  "^-^'"^  laft,  after  three  hours  deliberation,  five  fail,  which 
compofed  their  van,  ftretched  along  to  engage  that  of 
the  Engliih  fleet ;  while  the  admiral,  with  (even  other 
ihips  of  the  line,  bore  down  diredly  upon  Sir  £dward 
Hughes  in  the  centre  with  his  two  feconds,  the  Mon^ 
mouth,  Captain  Alms,  a-head,  and  the  Monarca,  Capr 
tain  Gell,  aflern.  The  French  admiral  in  the  Heros, 
feconded  by  the  L'Orient,  both  of  74  guns,  bore  down 
within  piilol  (hot  of  the  Superbe,  pouring  in  a  moft 
dreadful  fire,  as  if  they  iiuended  to  board  and  carry  her 
off  at  once.  This  terrible  encounter,  however,  was  but 
of  Ihort  duration.  In  ten  minutes  the  French  found  the 
engagement  fo  exceedingly  fevere,  and  their  damage  fo 
prodigious,  that  they  thought  proper  to  abandon  the 
attack  of  the  Superbe,  and  fall  upon  the  Mcmmouth, 
which  was  already  clofely  and  equally  engaged.  At 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  latter  had  her  mizen 
inaft  (hot  away  ;  and  a  few  minutes  after,  her  main 
maA  ihared  the  fame  fate,  fo  that  ftie  could  not  be  kept 
from  falling  to  the  leeward.  Every  effort  was  ufed  by 
the  French  to  take  her  5  but  the  admiral  bore  down  to 
her  relief,  aflifted  by  the  Saltan  and  Monarca,  who  co- 
vered her  with  fuch  a  fire,  that  the  enemy  were  foon 
glad  to  relinquilh  their  prize.  The  battle,  however, 
ftill  continued  to  rage  with  unabated  violence.  The 
Engliih  hoped,  that  the  difad vantages  under  which 
they  had  laboured  during  the  former  part  of  the  engage- 
ment, ivould  be  remedied  by  the  ufual  change  of  wind 
in  the  afternoon  ;  but  being  difappointed  in  this  alfo,  the 
admiral  found  hiinfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  making  a 
fignal  for  the  fquadron  to  wear,  and  haul  their  wind  in 
aline;  flill,  however,  continuing  to  fight  throughout 
the  whole  evolution.  At  la(t,  on  the  approach  of  nighCi 
finding  himfelf  in  no  more  than  fifteen  fathom  water, 
and  being  appreheniive  that  the  Monmouth,  in  her 
difabled  fituation,  might  drift  a  ihore,  he  ma4e  a  iignal 
for  the  fquadron  to  anchor ;  and  the  enemy,  at  the  fame 
time,  having  drawn  olf  in  great  diforder  to  the  caft- 
ward,  the  aZtion  entirely  ceafed. 

In  the  attack  on  the  Superbe,  above  mentioned,  the 
French  Admiral's  Ihip,  the  Heros,  had  been  fo  very 
|Duch  torn,  that  M.  SuSreia  was  obliged  to  ihift  his 
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Bag  to  the  Hannibal,  a  French  fliip  of  the  fame  force ;  chap, 
and,  foon  after  dulk,  a  frigate  of  40  guns  happening  to  ^^^^'* 
come  too  clofe  to  the  Ifis  ot  50,  was  obliged  to  ftrike  her 
colours  ;  though,  by  reafon  of  the  weak  and  ihattered 
itate  of  that  veiTel,  Ihe  afterwards  found  means  to  efcape. 
Both  fquadrons,  indeed,  had  fufiercd  fo   much  in  this 
a£lion,  that  neither  of  them   was  able  to  make  any         i^'^ 
£irther  attempt  on  the  other  ;  fo  that  they  continued 
ina&ive  for  feveral  days,  each  being  bufiiy  employed 
in  repairing  their  own  damages,  and  in  watching  the 
motions  of  the  enemy.  At  lait,  on  the  19th,  the  French  April  19, 
made  a  motion,  as  if  they  defigned  to  come  to  another 
aAion  ;  bat,  when  they  came  to  the  diihnce  of  about 
two  miles  from  the  Bridih  fleet,  their  refolution  feem- 
ed  to  fail  them,  and  they  fuddenly  f^ood  off  again ; 
(b  that  the  Britiih  admiral  had  an  opportunity  of  get- 
ting into  Trincomale,  where  he  refitted  his  Ihips  in 
the  be(t  manner  he  could. 

In  this  adlion.  Captain  Alms  had  the  fortune  to  be 
peculiarly  diftinguifhed  ;  and  it  was  remarkable  that 
his  (ituation  in  the  Monmouth  on  this  day  fhould  fo 
nearly  refemble  that  of  commodore  King,  and  of  the 
Exeter,  in  the  laft  adlion.  No  lefs  than  45  were 
killed,  and  xo2  wounded,  in  the  Monmouth  only  ; 
which  was  probably  a  full  third  of  her  crew.  It  was 
much  and  generally  regretted,  that  his  recolledlion  of 
fuch  tin  action  fhould  have  been  embittered,  as  it  was, 
by  the  lols  of  his  fon ;  a  moft  gallant  youth,  who 
having  been  juft  made  a  lieutenant  in  the  admiral's 
ihip,  fell,  on  that  day,  in  a  noble  emulation  of  his  fa- 
ther. The  whole  lofsHfullained  in  th^  fquadron  amount 
ed  to  137  killed,  and  to  430  wounded.  The  lofs  of 
men  on  the  French  fide,  as  Hated  in  their  public  ac- 
count,  by  no  means  accords  with  former  experience, 
being  ftated  only  at  139  killed,  and  364  wounded. 

After  this  engagement,  the  French  fleet  proceeded 
to  Batacalo,  a  Dutch  port  on  the  idand  of  Ceylon, 
about  twenty  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Trincomale, 
where  they  were  detained  till  the  month  of  June  in 
repairing  their  damages  ;  fo  that  all  the  mighty  hopes 
they  had  conceived  now  ended  in  nothing.  Neither 
of  the  anions,  indeed  had  been  deciiive  in  favour  of 
the  Englifh;  yet  they  were  of  no  little  importance 
in  their  confequences.  From  the  great  force  which 
France,  at  an  immenfe  expence,  had  long  been  col- 
leftingin  her  African  iflands,  it  had  been  generally  ex- 
pected, that  Ihe  was  about  to  ftrike  a  decifive  blow 
againit  the  Britiih  power  in  the  eaft.     With  this  idca^ 
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.C  H  A  P,  Hydcr  Ally  had  firft  ventured  into  the  Carnatic ;  and 
XXXII.  jj  ^^^  Qjj  ^j^g  f^^^^  principle,  notv.ithftanding  his  rc- 
'"^^T^  peated  defeats,  that  he  had  rejeded  all  propofals  of 
accoramodation.  Nothing,  therefore,  could  prove  a 
greater  mortification  to  him  than  fuch  evident  proofs 
of  the  naval  fuperioriiy  of  the  EngUlh,  as  he  now 
faw  his  hopes  of  taking  Maurafs,  depoiing  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot,  and  putting  his  fon,  Tippoo  Saib,  in  pofTcf- 
lion  of  the  Carnatic,  as  far  dii^ant  as  ever. 

The  mortification  which  Hyder  would  naturally  feel 
on  this  account  was  by   no  means  alleviated  by    his 
fuccefs  on  land.     The  fortref*  of  Teliichcnry  had  been 
blocked  up  even  after  its  relief  by  Sir  Edward  Hup^hes 
in  the  manner  above  related.    The  troops  which  block- 
aded it  were  not  indeed  qualified  for  carrying  on  a 
(iege ;  but  as  all  the  avenues  were  very  ftrictly  guard- 
ed, it  was  hoped  that  the  place  would  foon  be  obliged 
to  fubuiic  through  famine.     In  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  however,  Major  Abingdon  having  arrived  there 
from  Bombay,  with  a  conGderable  reinforcement  of 
troops,  formed  a  deiign  of  relieving  the  place,  and 
opening  a  communication  with  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try.    For  this  purpofe  he  encamped  at  firft  without 
the  town,  by  which  he  was  the  better  enabled  to  dif- 
cover  the  lituation  of  the  eneajy,  and  could  more  im- 
^lediately  commence  his  operations ;  while  his  lying 
quiet  for  fome  days,  and  a  vain  opinion  of  theif  own 
(Irength  fo  efFeclually  amufed  them,  that  they  feeuied 
10  pay  no  regard  to  him.     The  Britiih  Commander 
having,  in  confequence  of  this  fecurity,  found  m^ans 
to  draw  into  his  camp  as  many  of  the  garrifon  »s  could 
be  fpared,  furprifed  all  their  forts  before  day-light  on 
Indians     the  moming  of  the  8rh  of  January   1782.     Purfuing 
defeated     his  fucccfs  With  redoubled   vigour,  he  ftormed  their 
chf^r^''    fortified  camp  the  fame  day,  and  totally  defeated  their 
Jan.  s!      army.     Saddos  Cawn,  who  commanded  for  Hyder,  re- 
tired with  his  family,  and  a  party  of  his  beft  troops, 
into  a  houfe  of  a  moil  lingular  conilruAion,  and  ex- 
ceedingly (Irong.     It  was  fcooped  dBt  of  the  in  fide  of 
a  hill,  and  the  walls  formed  of  the   folid  rock;  yet, 
notwithihnding  thele  natural  advantages,  the  fortrelTes 
were  at  lalt  forced  with  confiderable  flaughjer ;  and 
Saddos  Cawn,  with  his  family,  who  had  retired  to  an 
inner  recefs,  which  was  bomb-proof,  were  taken  pri- 
foners.     Some  hundreds  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and 
fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  taken  prifoners ;  a  very 
confiderable  quantity  of  artillery  and  military  flores, 
with  a  number  of  elephants,  were  alfo  found  in  tl^^ 
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forts  and  redoubts ;  and  the  communications  with  the  CHAP, 
country  were  not  only  opened,  but  the  coaft  cleared  ^^X"- 
of  the  enemy  for  fcveral  miles  on  each  fide  of  Tel-  ^TT^tT^ 
licherry. 

Whatever  might  be  the  vexation,  however,  which 
Hyder  Ally  underwent  in  confequeoce  of  this  ftroke^ 
he  did  not  remit  in  his  endeavours  to  retaliate  on  the 
enemy,  and  for  this  he  foon  met  with  a  proper  op- 
portunity. Colonel  Braithwaicehad,  for  fome  confider- 
able  time,  commanded  a  detached  body  of  forces,  cal- 
led the  fouthern  army,  and  which  was  deftined  to  the 
relief  of  Tanjore  and  the  neighbouring  provinces.  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  had  alfo,  very  early  in  the  yenr^  been 
making  great  exertions  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
fouthvvard  from  Madrafs,  with  a  view  to  counteraft 
the  dcfigns  of  Hyder  Ally  and  the  French  on  the  fide 
of  Pondicherry  ;  but  was  fo  delHriitc  of  the  means  ne- 
cefTary  for  accomplifhing  his  purpofe,  that  he  could 
nor,  without  the  expence  of  much  time  and  labour, 
make  a  movement  even  for  a  little  way.  It  appears 
Irkewife,  from  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that 
Sir  Eyre  Coote  had  loft  his  authority  over  the  fouthern 
army  fo  far,  that  he  could  not  make  thorn  co-operate 
wirh  his  own  forces.  , 

Colonel  Braithwaite,  "with  about  2000  excellent  in- 
fantry, and  a  body  of  250  cavalry,  and  13  ficlJ-picces, 
lay  on'the  banks  of  the  river  Coleroon,  which  forms 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore. 
Thus  fituated   in  a   flat  and  open  country,   without 
'  any  advantageous  poft,  and  where  aflilbnce  in  cafe  of 
any  difafter  was  impoflible,  his  only  fecurity  confifted 
in  the  diftance  of  Hyder  Ally*s  army,  who  were  alfo 
feparated  from  the  Englilh  forces  by  many  large  and 
(l^ep  rivers.     Thcfe,  however,  were  a  very  incffcftual 
barrier  again  ft  the  Indian  army,    who  had  been  for 
feveral  years  accnftomed,  as  one  of  their  common  mi- 
litary exercifes,  to  crofs  not  only  the  largeft  rivers  in 
the  country,  but  even  arms  of  the  fea  itfelf.     Tippoo 
Saib,  therefore,  refolved,  at  all  events,  to  make  his 
way  to  the  place  where  Colonel  Braithwaite  lay,  and 
to  overwhelm   him   with   numbers    before  he    could 
cither  remove  or  procure  affift mce.     lu  this  expedition 
Tippoo  was  attended  by  Monf.  L:il!y  with  about  400  ^°|f"hl* 
French;  his  native  forces  being  eftimated   at  no  lefs  waitc  cn- 
than  20,000,  of  whom  more  than   one  half  were  ca-  tlrdy  dt, 
valry.     With  this  formidable  power  he  advanced   (o  ^fp^^'^^'^ 
fuddenly,  that  Colonel  Braithwaite   was   furrounded  saibjcb. 
before  h»  had  the  Jeaft  apprehenlion  of  danger,  and  16,  ig- 


344  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  confeqnently  while  totally  unprepared  for  any  attack. 
"^^-^  The  engagement  commenced  on  the  i6th  of  February 
^17 w!*    1782,  but  was  not  decided  until  the  i8th  ;  and,   du- 
ring twenty-fix  hours  of  thofe  three  days,  it  is  faid^ 
that  an  uninterrupted   fire  of  cannon  and  mufketry 
was  kept  up  on  both  fides.     The  Britifh  Commander, 
finding  himfelf  entirely  furrounded,  though  feverely 
wounded  and  bleeding  fafV,  could  not  be  prevailed  on 
to  withdraw  from  the  aftion  even  for  a  moment.     He 
threw  his  detachment  into  the  form  of  a  hollow  fquare, 
having  his  thirteen  field-pieces  difpcrfed  along  its  fe- 
^  veral  faces,  with  his  fmall  body  of  cavalry  in  the  cen- 

tre, in  order  to  prefent  a  front  to  every  attack.  Tip- 
poo  Saib  at  firft  endeavoured,  by  a  violent  cannonade 
on  all  fides,  to  break  or  diforder  fome  of  the  faces  of 
the  fquare,  and  then,  by  rulhing  impetuoufly  forward 
with  his  cavalry,  to  complete  the  deftmdtlon  of  the 
whole  body.  He  was,  however,  dilappointed,  by  the 
firmnefs  and  refolution  of  the  Britifh  lepoys,  who  ftood 
their  ground  with  a  conftancy  worthy  of  the  braveft 
veterans.  The  Indian  commander,  therefore,  deter- 
mined to  accomplifh  his  end  by  the  number  and  cou- 
rage of  his  cavalry,  with  whom  he  made  many  at- 
tempts to  break  into  the  fquare.  But,  though  they 
advanced  to  the  charge  with  the  utmoR  impeiuofity, 
they  were  conftantly  received  with  fliowers  of  grape 
and  muiket-fliot,  which  made  fuch  havock  as  foon 
compelled  them  to  fly  even  before  they  had  come  clofe 
to  the  attack ;  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Britifli  ca- 
valry, fallying  from  the  centre  of  the  fquare,  purfued 
them  with  great  flaughter  to  a  confiderable  diftance, 
and  then  returned  to  their  former  Aation. 

The  hopes  of  Tippoo  Saib  feemed  thus  to  be  in  dan- 
ger of  total  difappointment,  when  M.  Lally,  on  the 
third  day,  propoled  a  new  and  more  elFe^ual  method 
of  attack.  For  this  purpofe  he  himfelf  marched  at  the 
head  of  his  400  Europeans,  with  fixed  bayonets,  to 
the  attack  of  that  fide  of  the  fpuare  which  was  moft  ex- 
pofcd,  or  feemed  weakeft ;  being  accompanied  and  fup- 
ported  by  fe  veral  battalions  of  the  enemy's  beft  infantry, 
and  flanked  by  their  cavalry.  As  he  advanced  to  the 
attack  of  one  fide  of  the  fquare,  the  whole  fire  of  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  army  was  poured  in  upon  the  othe^ 
faces,  which  were  at  the  fame  time  harafled  and  threat- 
ened by  great  bodies  of  cavalry,  ready  to  ruih  in  upon 
them  at  die  indant  they  ventured  upon  any  change  of 
fituation,  fo  that  it  was  impoflible  to  give  the  leafi  af- 
JGftance  to  that  front  which  flood  fo  much  in  need  of 
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it.    The  poor  fepoys,  unable  to  ftand  fuch  a  furiou*  CH  A  p. 
attack  from  a  body  of  Europeans  coming  frefh  into      ^    ^' 
adion,  were  foon  broken,  and  a  dreadful  carnage  be-  ^g^. 
gun  by  the  cavalry,  who  rufhcd  in  immediately  after. 
M.  Lally,  however,  with  a  'humanity,  which  cannot  Humanity 
but  redound  to  his  honour  much  more  than  the  greater  of  Lally. 
warlike  exploits,  iffued  immediate  orders  for  putting  a 
ftop  to  this  butchery.     Thefc  were  inftantly  obeyed  by 
the  infantry  ;  but  the  fury  of  the  cavalry   was  not  fo 
eaGly  reftrained.     Before  this  could  be  accompliflied, 
M.  Lally  was  obliged  to  haften  in  perfon  to  the  place 
where  this  dreadful  fcene  was  going  on,  and  is  faid  to 
have,  with  his  own  hand,  killed  five  of  the  mod  adlivc 
among  the  perpetrators.     That  he  might  complete  the 
generous  part  he  had  thus  undertaken,  he  alfo  prevail- 
ed upon  Tippoo  Saib  to  commit  to  his  charge  the  pri- 
ibners  taken  in  the  adion,  whom  he  treated  with  the 
utmoft  care  and  tendernefs  ;  though  he  could  not  pre- 
vent them  from  undergoing  a  long  and  cruel  imprifon- 
ment  in  Scringapatam,  Hyder  Ally's  capital,  in  the 
My  fore  kingdom. 

In  this  unfortunate  aftion  on  the  Coleroon,  a  great 
number  of  gallant  officers  periihed  ;  and,  of  the  whole 
number  who  were  prefent,  only  one  efcaped  without 
a  wound.  The  confequences  of  it  were  extremely  fa- 
tal ;  all  the  countries  to  the  fouthward  being  laid  en-i 
[  tirely  open  to  the  deiigns  of  the  enemy,  while  Hyder 
Ally,  with  his  grand  army,  clofely  watched  the  mo- 
tions, and  was  powerfully  prepared  to  obftruft  the  de- 
figns  of  the  Englilh  General  on  the  northern  lide, 
who  was  miferabiy  cramped  in  all  his  operations. 

During  this  unfortunate  fituation  of  affairs,  a  bo- 
dy of  French  forces  with  artillery  from  the  iflands, 
«nder  the  immediate  condud  of  M.  Duchcmin,  (being 
the  fird  divifion  of  a  great  force,  under  M.  de  Buffy, 
defigned  for  the  total  fubverlion  of  the  Britifli  power 
in  India),  was  difcmbarked  by  M.  de  Suffrein  at  Pon- 
dicherry .     Thefe,  in  conjundion  with  a  body  of  Hyder 
Ally's  forces,  marched,  in  full  confidence  and  fecurity, 
to  befiege  the  important  fortrefs  of  Cuddalore,  a  place  French 
of  conliderable  itrength  and  great  importance  j  but  no  and  ln<i'- 
attack  on  it  having  been  expeded,  it  was  not  in  *ny*"*j*|f^ 
condition  to  iland  a  fiege  ;  and  was  therefore  furren-  ^prii  s.    ' 
dcred,  on  capitulation,  by  Captain  Hughes,  the  com- 
mandant, on  the  8th  of  April.  * 

The  combined  army  then,  proceeding  to  the  north- 
ward, belieged  and  took  Permacoil ;  after  which,  in  Alfo  Pcr- 
concert  with  Hyder,  they  took  meafures  for  laying  »^*<^o«^- 
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CHAP.fiege  to  yandiwafli. — This  place,  however,  was  of 
^^^y  fuch  very  great  importance,  that  Sir  Eyre  Coote  de- 
78«r  t^*'*^*"^^  to  ^f"^  every  effort  in  his  power  to  preferve 
it.  He  advanced,  therefore,  towards  it  with  his  ar- 
my, in  full  expedation  that  Hydcr,  now  ftrength- 
encd  by  fuch  a  powerful  reinforcement  of  Europeans, 
would  not  hefitate  at  venturing  on  a  general  a^ion. 
But  that  wary  Indian  prince  had  altered  his  mode  rf 
proceeding,  and,  mindful  of  what  he  had  fuffered  m 
forqier  engagements,  not  only  made  no  attack  on  the 
Britiih  forces,  but  allowed  himfelf  to  be  purfued  by  them 
for  a  confidcrablc  way,  taking  care  to  fall  back  in  fuch 
proper  time  that  his  rccreat  would  notbediilurbed;  and, 
directing  his  courfe  to  the  Red  Hills,  he  polled  himfelf 
at  hA  in  fuch  an  advantageous  manner,  that  ic  vi'as 
impollible  to  attack  him  with  any  profped  of  fuccefs. 

It  now  became  the  objeft  of  the  Britiih  general  to 
drawhisantagoniit  from  the  ftronghold  he  occupied,  and 
thereby  force  him  to  an  adion.  For  this  purpofe  he 
moved  towards  Arncc,  where  Hyder's  principiii  ma- 
gazines were  kept,  and  encamped  within  five  miles  of 
the  place.  "  This  had  the  defired  cUc^u  liyder  came 
down  from  the  hills  he  occupied,  and  approached  the 
Britifli  army.  This  movement,  however,  did  not  de- 
ter Sir  Eyre  Coote  from  marching  on,  as  he  knew  ic 
would  be  the  moft  effedual  method  of  bringing  on  a 
general  adion  :  but  fcarcely  had  his  van  reached  the 
place,  and  were  marking  out  a  camp  in  fight  of  it, 
when  the  arrival  of  Hyder  was  announced  by  a  diitant 
cannonade,  though  he  was  judged  at  the  time  to  have 
been  much  farther  off.  This  furprife,  however,  pro- 
duced no  kind  of  diforder,  though  the  lituation  of  the 
Britiih  army  afforded  niany  advantages  to  the  enemy  j 
for  they  were  in  a  low  lituation,  fur  rounded  by  com- 
manding grounds,  which  Hyder's  forces  inllantly  took 
care  to  occupy,  fo  that  all  their  manoeuvres  were  per- 
formed under  the  greateft  difad vantages  j  and  they 
were  expofed  to  a  heavy,  though  difbnt  cannonade 
during  the  whole  time  they  were  formings  The 
aft  ion  became  general  about  noon  of  june%  and  ihi» 
rydcr  Al-  no  fooner  took  place,  than  the  numbers  of  Hyder's 
^y*l**^  army  were  found  utterly  incapable  of  withflanding  the 
JunczV  valour  and  impetuolity  of  the  Britiih  troops;  lb  that 
they  inilantly  gave  way  in  every  quarter,  and  a  total 
rout  enfued.  The  ciiemy  were  purfued  till  the  even- 
ing ;  and  next  day  the  Britiih  general  having  obtained 
intelligence  that  Hyder  was  again  encamprd  on  fuch 
ftrong  ground  as   w  ould  probably  encouraj^e  him  to 
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ftand  another  engagement,  made  a  fecond  offer  of  bat-  r  A  H  P. 
tie  ;  but  in  this  he  was  difappointed,  the  Indian  prince  3^^^^* 
retreating  with  jn-ecipitation  on  every  approach  of  the     i^jj*. 
Bricifh  troops.     Stiil,  however,,  he  continued  formida- 
ble, and,  in  lefs  th^n  a  week  after  the  battle,  having 
found  means  to  draw  the  grand  guard  of  the  Britifli 
army  into  an  ambufcade,  cut  them  ail  in  pieces  before 
any  afliltance  could  be  fent  them  from  the  army.^   By 
this  time  nlfo  the  troops  and  cattle  having  fuffered  very 
feverely  from  the  heat  of  the  feafon,  as  well  as  the 
fatigues  of  military  duty,  and  a  fcarcity  of  provifion 
beginning  to  take  place,  the  general  thought  proper 
to  retreat  to  a  place  where  the  army  could  be  better 
fupplied  with  neceffaries. 

This  was  the  iart  adlion  of  confequcncc  in  which 
Sir  EyreCoote  and  Hyder  Ally  oppofed  each  other  in 
the  field  ;  nor  indeed  did  either  of  them  long  furvive 
this  engagement ;  the  health  and  conftitutions  of  both 
being  probably  ruined  by  the  excefs  of  fatigue  they 
had  undergone.  Such  was  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  indifpofi-  sir  Eyrt 
tion,  that  he  was  obliged  in  a  fhort  time  to  relign  the  Cootc  is 
comnand  of  the  army  to  Major-General  Stuart,  Sir!"^^*^*^^^ 
Hector  Monro  having  returned  to  Europe.  The  coun-  ^'J  stuart. 
try  was  nov  fo  entirely  ruined,  that  it  afforded  little 
advantage  to  either  party,  befides  that  of  giving  them 
an  ample  field  for  displaying  their  various  manoeuvres 
in  war,  both  of  them  being  obliged  t©  draw  their  ne- 
ccITary  fupplies  from  a  diltant  quarter.  The  Indian 
commander  ftill  continued  to  avoid  an  engagement,  and 
circumftances  on  the  part  of  General  Stuart  made  it  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  force  him  to  it ;  at  the  fame  lime 
that  the  great  itrength  of  the  French  at  Cuddalore  ren- 
dered the  recovery  of  that  place  hopelefs.  The 
campaign  was  therefore  fpent,  on  the  part  of  the 
Britilh  general,  in  marching  and  countermarching,  in 
order  to  difappoint  the  defigns  of  the  enemy^aud  to 
fupply  and  relieve  the  garrifons  of  different  places. 

On  the  ocean,  however,  the  cafe  was   exceedingly  Oncr 
different.     M.  Suffrcin  having  returned  from  Batacolol'"* 
to  the  coaft  of  Coromandcl  early  in  the  month  of  Jane,  *^** 
and  touched  at  the  Danilh  fettlement  at  Tranquchar, 
where  his  fleet  was  re-viflualled  by  feveral  Dutch  iliips 
from  Batavia,    proceeded  from  thence  to  Cuddalore, 
which  was  now  the  principal  place  in  the  country  for 
military  ftores,  both  for  land  and  fea  fervice.     As  he 
ff«n  preferved  a  fuperiority  of  twelve  fliips  of  the  line  to 
eleven,  befides  heavy  frigates,  he  began  once  more  to 
entertain   hopes  of    cruftiing   the    Ln^lifli    fquadron 
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entirely  before  the  arrival  of  Sir  Richard  BickcrtcnL, 
who  was  impatiently  expe^ed  at  Madrals,  and  who 
had  long  failed  from  England  with  feveral  ihips  of 
war.  For  this  purpofe  he  took  on  board  his  fqnadron 
400  French,  and  as  many  fepoys,  at  Cuddalore  ;  and 
foon  after,  having  received  intelligence  of  the  arrival 
of  Sir  Edward  Hughes  on  the  coaA,  he  ftrengthened 
his  fquadron  with  300  artillery  men,  under  the  pre^ 
tence  of  a  defign  on  Negapatam.  Here  he  was  met 
by  his  antagoniil  Sir  Edward  ;  and  as  the  French  fleet 
now  confiiled  of  18  fail,  M.  Sufirein  boldly  challenged 
the  enemy  to  come  to  action. 

The  Britifh  commander,  notwithnandlng  the  dis- 
advantages he  lay  under,  both  with  refpeft  to  inferi* 
ority  in  number,  and,  the  condition  of  his  vefiels,  did 
not  in  the  leaft  hefitate  at  accepting  the  challenge. 
The  French  fleet  came  in  fight  a  little  after  mid-<lay, 
and  by  three  in  the  afternoon  Sir  Edward  put  out  to 
fea,  and  fpent  that  afternoon  and  fucceeding  night  in 
taking  proper  meafures  to  gain  the  wind  on  the  enemy. 
This  being  happily  accompliihed,  a  clofe  and  oblHnate 
engagement  began  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon of  July  6,  1782.  In  an  hour  and  an  half  the 
French  fleet  began  to  fall  into  diforder,  and  feveral  of 
the  fhips  appeared  to  have  fuffered  extremely,  fo  that 
their  ruin  feemed  almofl  inevitable,  when  a  fudden 
fluft  of  the  wind  affeded  fome  of  the  Britilh  ihips, 
which  had  alfo  fuffered  confiderably,  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  they  could  not  keep  their  places.  Thus  the  line 
of  battle  being  broken,  the  Britifh  were  not  only  pre- 
vented from  purfuing  their  advantages,  but  the  enemy 
had  time  to  recolleft  themfelves,  and  even  to  threaten 
the  deflrudtion  of  fome  of  their  fhips  that  were  moft  dif- 
abled.  Sir  Edward,  therefore,  cafl  anchor  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  evening,  between  Negapatamand  Nagore, 
and  uf(^d  every  method  in  his  power  to  refit  his  ihips 
during  the  night,  with  a  view  to  renew  the  engage- 
ment next  morning,  but  found  it  impradicable  ;  to 
that  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  unfpeakable  morti- 
fication of  feeing  the  French  fquadron  proceed  to 
Cuddalore,  without  having  it  in  his  power  to  purfue  or 
give  them  the  leafl  diiturbance. 

The  lofs  of  the  French  in  this  engagement  was  much 
greater  than  that  of  the  Britilh.  In  the  diibrder  occa- 
iioncd  by  the  fhift  of  wind  above  mentioned,  theSevcre, 
one  of  the  French  admiral's  feconds,  had  fuffered  fo 
much  that  flie  becaiue  quite  ungovernable,  and  fell 
idong  fide  of  the  Sultan,  Captain  Watt,  to  whom  ihe 
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ftruck.  But  while  the  latter  was  preparing  to  join  tJ^*^Ji\J*' 
admiral,  according  to  a  (ignal  given,  the  Severe,  taking  \^  ^ 
advantage  of  the  lituation  of  the  (hip,  fuddenly  hoifted  ^^^uT 
all  the  fail  fbe  could,  and,  without  ihewing  any  colours, 
made  her  efcape,  pouring  her  fire  into  the  Sultan,  and 
raking  her  as  fhe  paiTed.  As  this  proceeding  was  entire* 
ly  contrary  to  the eibbltflied  lawsofwar  and  of  nations, 
the  Britifh  admiral  difpatched  Captain  Watt,  next  day, 
with  a  letter  to  M.  Suffrein,  complaining  of  the  conduA 
of  the  French  captain  and  demanding  reftoratton  of  the 
fliip,  but  without  fuccefs  ;  he  having  alledged,  that 
the  colours  were  not  intentionally  Aruck,  but  had  been 
ihotaway. — The  refult  of  an  inquiry,  however,  con- 
cerning the  matter,  afterwards  ini^ituted  at  Paris, 
totally  overthrows  M.  Suffrein's  defence,  and  fubAi- 
tutes  one  which  does  not  fcem  much  better.  By  that 
it  is  acknowledged,  that  the  colours  were  really  and  in- 
tentionally (truck,  but  that  this  was  owing  to  the  cowar- 
dice of  the  captain;  and  that  an  auxiliary  officer,  diflatis* 
fied  with  hiscondnet,  had  the  addrefs  to  perfuade  him, 
firft,  that  he  was  dangereufly  wounded,  and  then,  that 
itwasabfolutely  neceffary  for  him  to  go  below  deck ;  by 
which  means  he  obtained  the  command  of  the  fhip,  and 
proceeded  as  we  have  already  related. 

The  lofs  of  men  on  the  Englilhfide  amounted  to  77 
killed,  and  233  wounded  ;  on  the  fide  of  the  French 
their  acknowledged  lofs  was  much  more  confiderable, 
the  flaiii  amounting  to  178,  and  the  wounded  to  601 ; 
the  comparative  ftate  being  779  to  310,  or  above  five 
to  two.  Among  other  brave  officers,  as  well  of  the 
98th  regiment,  as  of  the  naval  depanraent,  who  fell  in 
thisa^ion,  the  gallant  Captain  Maclellan,  of  the  Su- 
perbe,  was  (hot  through  the  heart  in  its  very  commence^ 
ment.  It  was  remarkable,  if  not  fmgular,  ^nd  fully 
fcews  the  warm  fervice  they  were  engaged  in,  that 
theadmiral's  two  immediate  captains  (hould  have  been 
killed  within  fo  fliort  a  time  of  each  other. 

The  Britilh  admiral  kept  the  fea  for  near  a  fortnight 
longer,  while  the  French  were  affiduoufly  employed 
in  refitting  their  ihft)s  at  Cuddalore  j  however,  the  ne- 
ceffiy  of  providing  fome  of  the  ihips  with  topmafts,  and 
other  important  articles  which  had  been  loll  in  the  late 
adlion,  as  well  as  fupplying  the  whole  fleet  with 
ammunition  and  proviiions,  became  at  laft  fo  urgent, 
that  he  thought  proper  to  fail  for  Madrafs,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  20th  of  July.  Here  he  was  joined  byjui^^^, 
the  Sceprre  of  64  guns,  which  had  left  England  along 
tv'iih  Sir  Richard  iJickerton,  but,  being  feparated  from 
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CHAP,  the  Other  fliips,  had  arrived  in  the  caft  before  him.  This 
^^^*''  ftup  was  difpatched,  along  with  the  Monmouth,  with 
fuppiies  of  men  and  provilions  for  the  garrifon  of  Trin- 
coiaale  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  M.  de*  SufFrcin  haviogr 
received  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  fecond  diyi- 
fion  of  M.  de  Buffy's  troops  with  two  Ihips  of  the  line, 
the  St.  Michael  of  64  and  the  Illuftreof  74  guns, 
at  the  Point  de  Galles,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  of 
Auguft  1.  Ceylon,  fet  fail  for  that  place  on  the  firrt  of  AiigiHK 

Sir  Edward  Hughes,  in  the  mean  time  having  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  this  movement  of  the  enemy, 
and  being  exceedingly  anxious  for  the  fate  of  Trin- 
comale,  failed  from  Madrafs,  in  order  to  relieve  it,  on 
the  20th  of  the  fame  month.     The  contrariety  of  the 
M/ind,  however,  occafioned   fuch   a   delay,    that   the 
French  had  full  opportunity  of  putting  in  execution 
their  defigns  on  that  place.      M.  de  SuiFrein,  having 
cffetfted  a  jundtion  with  the  fhips  and  convoy,  at   the 
Point  de  Galles,  proceeded  direftly  to   the  attack  of 
Trinco.     Trincomale,  where  he  arrived  towards  the  end  of  the 
male  re-  *  month.     The  troops  were  landed,  under  the  conduft 
taken  by  ^^  ^j^g  ggron  de  Agoult,  on  the  26th  of  Auguft  ;  and 
French.     "^  three  days  feme  batteries  were  opened,  which  en- 
tirely filenced  tbofe  of  the  befiegcd.     Next  day  the 
place  was  furamoned  to  furrender  ;  and  as  it  was  plain- 
ly impoftible  to  make  any  effeftual  refiftance,  the  com- 
manding officer.  Captain  Macdowal,  confented  to  de- 
liver up  the  fort.     The  capitulation  was  very  honour- 
able ;  M.  Suffrein,  apprehenfive  of  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Edward  Hughes,  making  no  objeftion  to  whatever  was 
.  demanded. 

Trincomale  was  fcarcely  in  the  enemy's  poflcffion, 
when  the  wind,  which  had  fo  long  withltood  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes,  fuddenly  became  favourable,  and  he 
"  made  his  appearance  on  the  2d  of  September.  An 
engagement  was  now  of  no  coni'equence,  as  he  could 
not  hope  to  regain  the  forts,  let  his  fuccefs  be  what  it 
would ;  but  fuch  was  the  general  indignation  at  the 
lofs  of  the  place,  that  notwlthlhnding  the  great  fuT5e- 
riority  of  the  French  fleet,  and  that  it  did  not  appear 
capable  of  anfwering  any  great  purpofe,  it  was  in- 
ftantly  rcfolved  to  fight  them.  M.  de  SuiFrein,  con- 
fcious  of  his  own  fupericrity,  failed  out  to  meet  his 
antagonift,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  gain  the 
wind,  then  blowing  ftrong  off  the  fhore.  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  in  order  to  render  the  adion  as  deciiive  as 
poUible,  ftood  before  the  wind  till  near  eleven  o'clock, 
that  the  enemy  might  thus  be  drawn  away  from  the 


GEORGE    HI. 


35^ 


ftkore  as  far  as  poflible.     The  engagement  began  about  C  H  a  F. 
half  an  hour  after  two  on  the  3d  06  Septeni&r.     The    ^^X** 
French,  in  order  to  derive  the  greater  advantage  from  ^"^^g^ 
their  fuperiority -in  number,  attacked,  with  the  additi- Another 
onal  (hips,  the  extremities  of  the  Engli'ih  line,  which  ^c*  %^^ 
were  already   engaged   in   clofe   aftion.       Thiis  iho^^^P^'^* 
Worcefter,  the  lait  ihip  of  the  rear,  was  moft  furioufly 
engaged  by  two  of  the  enemy  ;  but  the  Monmouth  fo 
gallantly  affiled  her,  that  they  totally  failed  of  accom<» 
pliihing  thpir  purpofe.     Ac  the  fame  time,  five  of  the 
enemy's  (hips  came  down  in  a  cluiler,  and  with   the 
utmoit  fury  attacked  the  Exeter  and  Ifis,  the  headraoft 
of  the  Englifh  van  ;  and  in  a  ihort  time  the  Exeter^ 
being  obliged  to  retire,  left  the  llis  to  fupport  alone 
the  attack   of  the  whole  five ;  which,  however,  Ihe 
fuilained  till  aflidance  was  fent  her  from  tiie  reft  of 
the  fleet. 

In  the  centre  the  fight  was  carried  on  more  equal* 
ly  ;  the  two  admirals  (hips,  the  Superbe  and  Heros, 
being  clofeiy  engaged,  and  all  the  others  in  like  man^ 
ner  ibip  to  Ihip.'  At  half  an  hour  after  three  tb« 
French  Admiral's  fecond  a-itern  had  his  mizcn-maft 
(hot  away,  and  his  fecond  a-hcad  loft  his  fore  and 
mizen  topmafts.  The  battle,  however,  continued  with 
the  utmoft  violence  till  half  an  hour  after  five,  when 
a  ihift  of  the  wind  produced  a  cefTation  for  a  fiiort  tiuiei 
But  it  was  ibon  renewed  again  with  as  great  fury  as 
ever.  At  twenty  minutes  part  fix  the  French  Admi« 
raJ's  main-maft  was  (hot  away  clofe  by  the  board  ;  foon 
after,  her  mizen-ma(\  (hared  the  fame  fate;  and,  on 
the  Engli(h  fide,  the  Worceder,  in  a  little  time,  loft 
hef  niain-topmafl.  Before  half  an  hour  after  feven  the 
action  entirely  ceafed,  by  the  retreat  of  the  French 
fquadron,  who  thought  proper  to  haul  their  wind  to 
the  foiithward,  under  a  raofl  fcvere  fire  from  the  rear 
of  the  Englifli.  The  latter  were  in  no  condition,  to 
purfue  ;  nor  would  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and 
^the  nearnefs  of  Trincomale,  have  admitted  of  any 
purfuit. 

The  lofs  of  men  on  the  fide  of  the  Engli(h,  was,  in 
point  of  number,  fo  fmall,  as  to  be  almod  below  credi- 
bility, amounting  to  only  51  (lain,  and  283  wounded. 
Among  thofc  who  glorioufly  dedicated  their  lives  on 
that  day  to  the  fervice  of  their  country,  were  the 
three  brave  and  diltingui(hed  captains,  Wood,  of  the 
Worcc(ter,  Watt,  of  the  Sultan,  and  Lumley,  of  the 
Ifis.  The  la(t,  on  account  of  his  youth  and  noble  fa-^ 
Hiily,  as  well  as  of  his  being  an  officer  of  the  greatcf\ 
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CHAP,  hope  and  gallantry,  was  deeply  and  peculiarly  regrct- 
XXXII.  gj^  'Yoo  much  could  not  be  laid  in  praife  ot  Colonel 
^"^^1^  FuUarton,  and  of  the  other  officers,  as  well  as  of  the 
private  men  of  the  78th  and  98th  regiments,  who  had, 
at  their  own  defire,  and  at  the  liberal  expence  of  their 
blood,  continued,  during  fo  many  months,  to  encoun- 
ter all  the  hardlhips  and  inconveniencies  of  fo  exceed- 
ingly fevere  and  trying  a  fervice,  and  which  were  in 
fo  many  refpedts  contrary  to  cheir  profefiional  habits 
and  duties. 

It  was  highly  to  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  command- 
ers, that  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  fevere  naval 
conted,  and  through  fo  many  days  of  hard  bloody, 
and  doubtful  trial,  conftantly  fighting  too  again (t  a 
fuperiority  of  force,  the  breath  of  (lander  had  not 
been  able  to  leave  the  fmailcit  foil  on  the  characler,  or 
to  cenfure  the  behaviour  of  any  one  of  them  ;  but  ihar, 
in  every  a^ion,  each  was  acknowledged  to  have  done 
every  thing  in  the  power  of  a  brave  and  experienced 
officer ;  whilft,  on  the  other  fide,  the  French  admiral 
was  continually  breaking  or  fufpending  his  oiEcers, 
and  adlually  fent  feveral  of  them  home  prifoners  to 
France  for  trial. 

The  French  returned  to  Trincomale  on  the  very 
night  of  the  aAion,  and  feem  to  have  been  io  much 
hurried  on  that  occaiion,  that  the  I'Orient,  of  74  guns, 
one  of  their  beft  fhips,  was  loft  in  the  dark,  in  the  a6t 
of  getting  in.  M.  de  Suffrein  gives  no  account,  as 
was  cuftomary  with  him,  of  the  number  of  his  killed 
and  wounded;  but,  by  an  accurate  ftate,  brought^ 
home  by  the  Fox  packet  from  India,  the  lofs  of  the 
French  in  that  aftion  appears  to  have  been  no  lefs  than 
412 killed,  and  676  wounded;  of  which  140  of  the 
tormer,  and  240  of  the  latter,  were  on  board  Suffrein's 
own  ihip. 

This  naval  aftion,  one  of  the  moft  obflinate  perhaps 
recorded  in  hiftory,  concluded  the  campaign  of  1 782. 
Matters  now  feemed  likely  to  take  a  more  favourable 
Treaty  of  turn  on  the  Continent,  by  the  happy  conclulion  of  a 
p«ace  with  peace  with  the  Mabrattas.     This  fortunate  event  was 
rattaf *Sfe  ^^^"S^^  about  principally   through  the  mediation  of 
Appendix  Madajec  Scindia  ;  and  indeed  the  Mahrartas,  notwith- 
Nov.  8.     (landing  the  extreme  provocation  they  had  received, 
behaved  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  refpeft,  with 
the  greateft  moderation  ;  appearing  at  all  times  ready 
to  liften  to  reafonable  terms  of  accommodation,  whe- 
ther in  the  moment  of  victory  or  defeat.     Mr  David 
Anderfon,  who  had  been  inveUed   with  full  powers 
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for  the  purpofe  by  the  Governor  General  and  Conn-  chap, 
cil  of  Bengal,  hnd  the  good  fortune  to  put  a  finilh-  ^^^i^- 
ing  hand  to  this  treaty,  and  feems  to  have  difplay-  '^TrSZ*^ 
ed  great  abilities  throughout  the  whole  tranfadion.  It 
takers  its  name  from  Salbey,  a  village  where  Madnjee 
Scindia  had  his  head- quarters,  and  where  it  was  ligned 
on  the  17th  of  May.  By  this,  befides  other  articles 
very  favourable  to  the  Engliih,  the  Mahrattas  engag- 
ed, that  within  fix  months  after  the  ratification,  Hy- 
der  Ally  fhouid  be  obliged  to  relinquilh  all  the  places 
he  had  taken  during  the  war  ;  that  all  prifoncrs  on 
both  fides  ihoiild  be  releafed ;  and  the  Englifh  on  their 
part  agreed,  that,  on  the  performance  of  thefe  con- 
ditions,  and  as  long  afterwards  as  Hyder  ihould  ab- 
ftain  from  hoitilities  againft  them  and  their  allies,  and 
a«  long  as  he  Ihould  continue  in  peace  with  the  Paifhwa, 
they  woul  J  in  no  refped  ad  in  a  hoftUe  manner  againft 
him.  The  moil  important  conceffion,  however,  on 
the  part  of  the  Mahrattas,  was,  that  no  other  Euro- 
pean nation  Ihould  be  allowed  to  eftabliih  manufado- 
ries  among  them  ;  nor  were  they  to  hold  a  friendly  in- 
tercourfe  with  any  other  European  nation  befides  the 
Portnguefe,  who  were  exprefsly  excepted  from  this 
article.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Engliili  bound  them- 
felvcs  not  to  alFord  alFiftance  to  any  nation  of  the  De-  , 

can  or  Hindoftan  at  enmity  with  the  Paifhwa ;  nor  ' 
were  either  of  the  parties  to  give  alliftance  to  the  allies 
of  their  adverfary.  With  regard  to  Roganaut  Row, 
who  had  been  the  occafion  of  fo  much  mifchief,  he 
was  to  be  allowed  four  months  to  determine  the  place 
of  his  future  refidence  ;  after  which  the  Englifti  were 
bound  neither  to  afford  him  fupport,  protection,  allift- 
ance, or  money  for  his  expences  ;  but  if  he  would,  of 
his  own  accord,  repair  to  Madajee  Scindia,  and  quiet- 
ly reiide  with  him,  he  was  to  be  fecured  from  all  in- 
jury, and  the  Pailhwa  bound  himfelf  to  allow  him  a 
peulion  of  25,000  rupees,  about  36,000!.  Sterling  a- 
year,  for  his  fupport ;  all  territories,  or  grants  of  ter- 
riiori^,  given  by  him  to  the  Engliih,  being  for  ever 
rclinquilhed.  By  a  private  article,  the  city  of  Ba- 
roach,  with  its  valuable  territories,  producing  a  clear 
revenue  of  about  2oo,oool.  a-year,  was  ceded  to  Ma- 
dajee Scindia  and  his  family  for  ever.  But,  though 
this  treaty  was  figned  on  the  17th  of  May  1782,  as 
has  been  already  related,  it  met  with  fuch  oppolition  at 
the  court  of  Poon^h,  that  the  ratification  did  not  take 
place  till  a  conliderable  time  afterwards,  owing,  as 
was  fiippofed,  to  the  jealoufy  of  Nana  Furnavefc,  the 
Vol.  VL  2  a 
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CHAP.  Pailhwa^s  nominal  prime  minifter,  but  in  h&  the  fc* 
XXX II.  gent,    of  the   great  frlendfiiip  fubiiiVmg  betwixt  the 
'^^'^  Englilh  and  Madajee  Scindia,  and  the  valt  increafc  of 
power  given  him  by  the  addition  of  the  city  and  ter- 
ritory of  ^  Baroach. 
Dreadful        We  mult  now  return  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  whoni^ 
'^"dfaminc  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  Triflcomale,  after  his  fevere  engagement 
at  Madras.  With  M.  de  Suffirein,    on  the   3d  of  September. — ^As 
there  was  no  harbour  on  the  weftern  coalt  of  the  iflacd 
of  Ceylon  in  which  he  could  lafeiy  put  his  (hips  at  that 
feafon  of  the   year,  and  many   or  them  made  much 
water  through  the   Ihot-holes,    which    could  not  be 
come  at  in  the  open  fea,  he  thought  proper  to  return  to 
Madrafs,  as  well  to  refit  his  veffels,    as  to  avoid  the 
dangers  of  the  monfoon  feafon,  which  was  then   ap^ 
proaching.     But,  before  he  could  fully  accomplifh  the 
purpoies  of  his  {lay  at  that  place,  the  fleet  was  expofcd 
to  the  greateft  danger,  by  a  moi\  violent  hurricane,  ex- 
ceeding any  thing  that  had  been  known  in  thefe  parts 
j)^. ,  ^^    for  a  long  time.     It  commenced  on  the  r 5th  of  Odober  ; 
but  fortunately  for  the  ihips  of  war,  they  were  anchor- 
ed in  a  deep  water  of  fifteen  fathoms ;  and  it  was  (\ill 
more  fortunate  that  the  tempeft  blew  from  the  fhore, 
otherwife   fatal    coniequences    would    have    enfned. 
Having  foon  parted  their  cables,  they  put  out  to  fea, 
and  many  of  tlieir  boats  were  lott  in  attempting  to  re- 
gain their  Ihips  j  though  all  the  long-boa t&  braved  the 
fury  of  the  tempeft,-  and  without  a  (ingle  exception 
fucceeded  in  joining  their  refpedivc  Ihips,      A  vail 
number  of  trading  vefTels,  however,  were  loft ;  and 
the  fhore  round  Madrafs,  for  many   miles,   prefented 
a  mifcrable  fpe<^acle  of  wrecks  of  fliips,  and  the  bodies 
of  the  dead  and  dying.     The  Earl  of  Hertford  India- 
man,  with  feveral  other  Englifh  yeflels,  were  funk  or 
dafhed  in  pieces,  and  about  100  coading  veffels  of  the 
country  fliared  the  fame  fate.     Thofe  which  had  time 
to  cut  their  cables  generally  efcaped ;  and,  by  ^lome 
unaccountable  means,  fome  few  were  enabled  to  ride 
out  the  (torm. 

The  confequences  of  this  hurricane  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  defolation  it  occafioned  at  the  time.  By 
reafon  of  the  unhappy  ftate  of  the  country  for  fome 
time  paft,  the  cultivation  of  rice  had  been  impeded, 
fa  that  it  had  become  neceffary  to  import  great  quan- 
tities of  that  article  from  other  parts ;  and,  even  with 
:vll  the  aiFif^ance  that  could  be  had  in  this  way,  the 
article  was  not  only  deai*,  but  fcarce.  This  fcarcity 
Jbad  be^n  coniiderably  augmented  by  the  captures  made 
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ty  che  French,  infomuch  that  the  garrifoh  of  MadrafsC  H  A  p^ 
.  was  reduced  to  ftiort  allowance  in  the  article  of  rice  ;  ^^^'*- 
but  the  hurricane,  by  deftroying  a  number  of  provi-  ""TTsaT* 
lion  veflels  at  that  time  in  the  road,  before  they  had 
rime  to  unload  their  cargoes,  foon changed  the  fcarcity 
into  an  abfolute  famine.  The  poor  Indians  were  now 
reduced  to  the  moft  miferabie  fituation.  Their  abfurd 
abAinence  from  animal  food  deprived  them  of  the  re- 
fources  which  the  Europeans  enjoyed,  and  expofed 
them  to  all  the  agonies  of  hunger.  The  roads,  outlets, 
and  even  the  ftreets  were  llrewed  with  the  dead  and 
dying ;  and  it  was  computed  that  at  lead  200  of  them 
periihed  every  day,  fuffering  with  the  moft  philofophic 
fortitude  the  torments  of  a  painful  death,  rather  than 
make  the  life  of  another  creature  fubfervient  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  own.  Every  method  indeed  was 
ufed  to  alleviate  the  diftrefies  of  the  people  as  foon  as 
the  news  arrived  at  Bengal;  but,  before  anything 
eS'edtual  could  be  accomplilhed,  it  was  computed  that 
10,000  had  died  through  mere  want  of  fuftenance. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes,  after  being  driven  out  of  Ma- 
drafs  road  by  the  hurricane,  met  with  iuch  a  conti<- 
nued  courfe  of  bad  weather,  that  for  near  a  month 
fcarce  any  two  of  his  Ihips  were  able  to  fpeak  toge- 
ther. The  Supcrbe  was  difroafted,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  ibift  his  flag  from  on  board  her  to  the  Sultan.  He 
was  now  bound  for  Bombay  ;  but,  as  he  knew  that 
only  four  iMps  of  the  line  could  be  laid  down  at  once 
in  the  docks  there,  he  left  the  Hero,  Monmouth,  and 
Sceptre  to  be  refitted  at  Goa,  once  the  capital  of  the 
Portuguefe  dominions,  and  the  celebrated  emporium 
of  the  eaft.  The  others  did  not  reach  Bombay  till  near  '^^a^^  kl 
the  end  of  December  ;  and,  in  the  interval,  Sir  Rich-  erton  ar- 
ardBickerton,  with  five  ihips  of  the  line  and  his  con- Hvc?  at 
voy,  had  arrived  at  Madrafs  from  Bombay,  without  ^**^'*^» 
having  heard  either  of  the  fleet,  or  of  the  hurricane 
which  had  done  fo  much  mifchief.  He  had  brought 
with  him  under  convoy  three  regiments  of  infantry  of 
1000  men  each,  befides  Sir  John  Burgoyne's  regiment 
of  light  horfe,  amounting  to  about  340,  with  1000  re- 
cruits which  had  been  raifedfor  the  Company's  lervice 
in  Ireland ;  and  notwithftanding  the  length  of  the 
voyage,  both  feamen  and  loldiers  were  Extraordinarily 
heahhy.  Sir  Richard  immediately  returned  to  Bombay 
to  join  the  admiral. 

By  the  concluiion  of  the  peace  with  the  Mahrattas 
an  opportunity  was  now  afforded  of  carrying  on  the 
war  ;:gainft  Hydcr  Ally  to  more  adranta^e,   and  ^, 
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CHAP,  powerful  diverfion  upon   the  Malabar  coaflT  was   re- 
v^i^^lV/  -<^^ved  on,  in  order  to  compel  him  to  abandon  the  Car- 
^Tg^  natic,  and   to  return  to   the  deicnce  of  his  own  do- 
Xxpetiiti-  minions.       Towards  the  end  of  lunim^r,    therefore, 
im  and      Colonel  Huinberrtonc  had  been    difpatched,    by     the 
Coiond°^  Prefidency  of  Bombay,    with  a  conliderable  body   of 
Hurabcr-   troops,  in  order  to  make  inroads  into  the  country.     In 
ilouc,        this  he  was  at  firit  attended  with  grear  fuccels.     The 
ancient  capital  of  Calicut,   between    thirty   and  forty 
miles  fouth  of  Tellicherry,    the  city  of  Panian,    or 
Paniany,    about    the  fame  dilhnce    beyond  CaltcuC, . 
with  all  the  intermediate  places,  fell  into  his  bands, 
which  encouraged  him,  in  the  beginning  of  September, 
to  quit  the  fea-coaA,  and  make  an  attempt  to  penetrate 
farther  into  the  country.     New  difficulties,  however, 
now  ftarted  up.     The  country  abounded  with  a  num- 
ber of  forts,  which  defended  the  narrow  paffes  of  the 
mountains  furrounding  it, and  threatened  infurmounta- 
ble  obitacles  to  any  invader.     Several  weeks  therefore 
elapfed,  before  he  could  make  any  conliderable  pro- 
grefs  ;  but  in  that  time  he  had  reduced  a  great  many 
fmall  forts,  and  at  lait  took  one  named  Mungany  Cor'- 
tah^  which  lay  in  fuch  a  itrong  fituation  as  feenied  to 
promife  a  fecurc  retreat  in  cafe  of  any  misfortune.  This 
encouraged  him  to  advance  to  a  town  named  Palacat^ 
cherry^  which  appears  to  have  been  of  more  confc- 
oa.  19.     quence  than  any  he  had  hitherto  met  with.     Here  he 
arrived  on  the  19th  of  October,  but  found  the  enemy 
fo  Arong  that  he  was  obliged  to  make  an  haliy  retreat  to 
Mungarry  Cottah  ;  and  though  it  was  only  about  eight 
miles  dillant,  he  was  fo  clofely  purfued,  that,  in  that 
Ihort  way,  he  lolV  a  very  confidcrable  nuriiber  of  liis 
men,  among  whom  was  Major  Hutchinfon  of  the  98th 
regiment,  together  with  his  baggage  and  provitions- 
As  his  fituation  was  now  jultly  looked  upon  to'  be  very 
dangerous,    the  government  of  Bombay,  having   re- 
ceived a  fupply  of  hfteen  lacks  from  Bengal,  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  on  the   war,  dil'patcbed   General 
Matthews  with  the  utmort  expedition  to  his  afliltancc, 
with  fuch  forces  as  were  at  hand  ;  a  conliderable  part 
of  thofe  which  had  been  employed  in  the  Mahratta  war  « 
not  being  yet  returned  fi*om  the  northward. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  Tippoo  Saib,  who  feenis 
now  to  have  had  the  fole  management  of  the  war, 
being  exceedingly  provoked  at  the  invailon  of  his 
country,  determined  to  take  fuch  ample  vengeance  as 
ihould  for  ever  deter  any  future  invader  from  attempt- 
ing fuch  an  enterprile.    Having   therefore,  with  the 
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iitmoft  fccrccy,  collefted  a  confiderable  body  of  forces,  C  H  a  P. 
he  inarched  with  all  poffible  fpeed  to  cut  off  Colonel  ^"^^"• 
Humberftone's  party  at  Mnngarry  Cottah.  *  By  good  ^^JZgp^ 
fortune,  however,  the  Bririfli  Commander  receivep  in- 
telligence of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  on  the  northern 
banks  of  the  Colerobn  ;  on  which,  guelfing  Tippoo's 
dcfign,  he  deikoyed  the  fortifications  of  Mungarry 
Cottah,  and  retreated  to  Ramgaree,  the  works  of 
which  having  alfo  deitroyed  on  hearing  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing  with  the  utmoiV  rapidity,  he  retreated 
further  to  Patiiany,  which  he  reached  on  the  20th  of 
November.  Here  he  met  with  Colonel  Macleod,  who 
had  juit  arrived  fromMadrafs,  and  on  whom  the  com- 
mand of  the  forces  devolved  in  courfe.  This  gentle- 
man had  (carce  accepted  of  his  new  dignity,  when  he 
found  himfelf  inverted  by  Tippoo  Saiband  MonC  Lally,  • 
with  an  army  of  8000  infantry,  including  fome  hun- 
dseds  of  French  and  other  Europeans,  10,000  cavalry, 
.  and  6000  poligars.  The  Britilh  troops,  however,  being 
ftrongly  poited,  and  having  ufcd  every  endeavour  to 
improve  the  natural  advantages  of  iheir  lituation,  and 
being  likewife  aflifted  by  the  Juno  frigate,  and  Pondi- 
cherry  armed  ftiip,  were  fo  far  from  being  alarmed  at 
the  danger  which  threatened  them,  that  they  made  an 
attempt  to  furprife  the  enemy  in  their  camp.  But  the 
vigilance  of  Tippoo  rendered  this  enterprife  abortive  ; 
and  the  infult.was,  in  a  few  days,  returned  by  a  vigor- 
ous and  regular  attack  upon  the  Britiih  lines,  led  by 
Lally  at  the  head  of  his  Europeans.  In  this  encounter, 
theufual  fuperiority  of  the  Britifli  troops  manifefted 
itfelf.  The  enemy  were  repuifed  with  the  greateft 
gallantry.  About  200  of  their  dead,  whom  they 
could  not  carry  off,  were  buried  by  the  Englifh  ;  and 
a  French  officer,  vho  led  up  one  of  the  columns  to 
the  attack,  was  taken  prifoner.  Colonel  Macleod 
had  great  merit  in  this  adion  ;  and  his  conduct  fully 
juftified  all  the  praife  that  was  beftowed  on  it.  Af- 
ter this  fcvere  check,  Tippoo  retired  beyond  the  river 
Paniany,  where  he  continued  fome  days  in  a  Itate  of 
inaflion  ;  but,  in  the  night  between  the  nth  and 
lath  of  December,  he  broke  up  his  camp  fuddenly  and 
retreated  with  the  utmoit  precipitation,  Virft  to  Pala- 
catcherry,  and  then  direclly  back  to  the  Carnatic. 

This  extreme  precipitation  was  occalioaed,  in  all 
probability,  by  Tippoo  having  received  unfavourable 
accounts  of  his  father  Hyder  Ally's  Ibte  of  health,  who 
had  long  been  afflicted  with  a  painful  and  incurable  dit 
order.     His  abfencc  cxpofcd  the  moft  va,i liable  parts  of 
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€  H  A  p.  hts  dominions  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  ;  for  now 
xxxif.   Qcnerji  Matthews,  changing  his  defign  of  proceeding 
'  ^TtsT*'  ^^^^  lower  down  the  coaii,  undertook  an  expedition 
^  Expcditi.    with  the  fleet  and  forces  to  the  river  Mirjee,  which 

onofGe.  failr  into  the  ocean  about  eighty  miles  below  Goa, 
f  ^JnL^*'  fifteen  to  the  northward  of  Onore.     Having  taken  a 

fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  he  proceeded  dire^lj  to 
befiege  that  city,  which  lies  about  mid-way  betwixt 
Panian  and  Bombay,   being   300  miles  diAant   froai 
both. — Moftof  the  tranfports  had  already  been  difpatch- 
ed  with  a  convoy  to  the  foutbward,  with  orders  c^ 
bring  up  all  the  troops  that  could  be  fpared ;  in  conle- 
quence  of  which,  Colonel  Macleod  embarked  as  many 
as  che  ihips  could  receive  ;  but  before  their  arrival,  the 
-.     -       city  of  Onore  was  taken  by  ftorn;  on  the  5th  of  Janoaiy 
Onorcbj  <7^3  '  ^^^t  it  is  faid,  that  not  only  the  garrij^n^  hut 
ftorm,       the    inhabitants,    without    di(tindton,    were    crueUjr 
Jan-  5,      flaiightered  by  the  conquerors.     The  amount  of  the 
*    ^*      '  fpoil  was  never  certainly  known,  though  it  was  in  all 
probability  very  great.     Some  circumftances,  however, 
with  regard  to  its  divifion,  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
quarrel  betwixt  the  General  and  the  army,  which  was 
never  afterwards  made  up,  and,  no  doubt,  contributed 
partly  to  the  difaftersthat  followed. 
Jy^^^  The  death  of  Hyder  Ally,  who  was  fucceeded  by  kia 

and  cha.    fon  Tippoo  Saib,  happened  about  this  time ;  probably 
radtcr  of   towards  the  clofc  of  the  year  1782.     We  are  left  in  the 
J^jJ^^''      dark  as  to  time,  place,  and  all  the  other  circumftances 
^'        of  that  event :  for  as  Tippoo  Saib's  fituation  afforded 
the  ilrongeft  motives  for  keeping  it  fecret  as  long  as 
poilible  ;  fo,  when  it  could  no  longer  be  concealed,  it 
waspaft  over  as  a  thing  already  known,  without  the 
parade  of  a  detail  which  would  have  then  been  out  of 
time. 

Hyder  Ally  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  greateft 
princes,  as  well  as  the  greateft  warrior,  that  India  ever 
produced.  His  mind  was  fo  vaft  and  comprehenlive, 
as  at  once  to  reach  to  and  embrace  all  the  parts  of  war 
and  of  government.  The  formation  of  fuch  a  native 
military  force  as  India  had  never  beheld,  and  was  thought 
incapable  of  producing;  the  conquelt  ot  great  countries, 
and  the  acquilition  of  others  without  the  fword  ;  the 
railing  of  thefe- to  a  degree  of  power,  edimation,  and 
real  value,  which  they  never  before  poflefled,  afforded 
but  a  moderate  difplay  of  Hyder's  talents  and  abilities. 
Befides  the  eftabli(hinent  of  a  mighty  empire,  and  the 
reducing  of  the  Europeans  to  their  original  ftate  of 
merchants  and  fadors,  livings  as  luch|  entirely  undef 
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"tlie  proteftion  and  government  of  the  ftatc,  his  vaft  C*H  ap. 
deiigns  reached  not  only  to  becoming  the  greateA  com-  ^'^^^ 
mercial  power  of  Afia,  but  to  what  the  calt  had  never  '^^jST' 
beheld,  the  creation  of  an  in  vincible  navy,  which  ihonld 
for  ever  fecure  the  coafls  of  India  from  the  invaiionfi  or 
in  fultsof  foreigners. 

Nor  was  he  more  redoubtable  as  a  warrior  than  as  a 
ftatefman  ;  and  if  his  anions,  and  the  chain  and  motives 
of  his  condu^,  had  not  been  too  remote  from  obferva- 
tion  to  be  thoroughly  known  and  comprehended,  he 
might  pofllbly  have  been  confidered  as  one  of  the  firft 

Editicians  of  his  day,  whether  in  Europe  or  in  Aiia. 
e  was  fo  far  from  being  naturally  cruel,  that  he  dif- 
fered in  that  refped  from  all  the  eailern  conquerors  of 
whom  we  have  any  knowledge  ;  but  as  he  detelled  all 
private  treachery,  and  was  a  Itri^  obferver  himfelf  oi 
the  laws  of  war,  and  of  the  public  faith,  fo  his  punilh* 
ments  in  the  one  inflance,  and  his  retaliations  in  the 
other,  were  fo  extremely  fevere,  as  to  carry  upon  fome? 
occaiions  the  appearance  of  cruelly  ;  efpecially  witb 
thofe  who  were  not  informed  of  the  caufes,  or  who 
were  not  difpofed  tocotifider  the  motives.     Hydcr  def- 
pifed  and  difpenfed  with,  fo  far  as  it  could  with  proprie- 
ty  be  done,  the  vain  pageantry  and  haughty  pomp  of 
the  Indian  courts ;  living  in  habits  of  great  intimacy  and 
familiarity    with  his  friends,  courtiers,  and  officers  ; 
difplaying,  in  his  own  perfon,  the  frank  manners  o^ 
a  camp,  infteadof  the  proud  diitance  and  auf^ere  referve 
ofaneailern  defpot.     He  had  been,  greatly   through 
their  own  fault,  and  partly  through  their  interference 
with  his  deiigns,  a  bitter,  and  very  nearly  a  fatal  enemy 
to  the  Rngliih  Eaft  India  Company  ;  but  it  would  be 
difgraceful  and  mean,  on  that  account,  to  fupprefs  his 
virtues,  or  endeavour  to  conceal  his  great  qualities. 

The  news  of  the  death  of  Hydcr  Ally  gave  fuch 
fptrits  to  the  Council  of  Bombay,  that  orders  were  in- 
liantly  fent  to  General  Matthews,  requiring  him,  in 
cafe  the  news  ftiould  be  confirmed,  to  ufe  every  poilible 
exertion  to  penetrate  the  Gauts,  or  paffes  of  the  moun- 
tains, into  the  Bednore  or  Canara  country,  and  panicu- 
larly  to  gain  pofieirion  of  the  capital,  which,  along  with 
a  ftrong  fort  on  a  hill  adjoining  to  the  city,  was  not  only 
the  grand  magazine  of  Tippoo's  arms,  artillery,  and 
military  itores,  but  the  place  where  his  treaiurcs  were 
kept.     In  obedience  to  thefe  commands.  General  Mac- 

;    thew^  proceeded  farther  down  the  coad,  and,  with  little 
lofs  or  difficulty,  took  the  city  of  Cundapore  ;  but,  far 

\    from  being  encouraged  by  this  fuccefs  to  go  on  with  the  ^"^  ^^■•' 
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enterprifc,  he  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  reprcfcnting 
to  the  Council  that  the  delign  was  impra^icable,  aDd 
his  army  utterly  infufficient  for  the  purpofe. — This 
pufillanimity,  as  it  was  thought,  excited  much  dxf« 
fatisfadion  in  the  Council,  who  had  founded  great  part 
of  their  hopes  on  the  rebellious  difpolition  of  the  In- 
dians, and  the  diforders  which  would  probably  take 
place  on  the  death  of  Hyder  Ally.  They  did  not^  how- 
ever, thiiirk  proper  to  oblige  him  to  ad  contrary  to  his 
ewn  judgment,  but  allowed  him,  though  with  great 
reludance,  a  dil'cretionary  power  with  refped  to  the 
deferring  or  going  on  with  the  expedition ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  flrongly  recommended  to  him,  that  he  would, 
in  balancing  the  difficulties  againil  the  advantages,  give 
'due  weight,  in  the  latter  fcale,  to  the  good  confequen- 
ces  which  might  naturally  or  probably  be  expedcd  to 
arife  from  Hyder  Ally's  death. 

General  Matthews,  however,  appeared  to  have  taken 
his  refolution  without  any  regard  to  the  advice  or  cozu- 
uiands  of  his  fuperiors,  and  the  whole  of  his  conduct 
was  a  courfe  of  rapine,  cruelty,  and   moft  difgraceful 
avarice,  which  at  length  involved  him,  and  all  con- 
cerned in  the  moft  terrible  dellrudion, — The  fortreis 
of  Annampore,  which  was  taken  by  ftorm,  affords  a 
new  inftance  of  the  barbarity  of  the  Ibldicrs  employed 
in  this  unhappy  expedition.    The  account  of  the  dread- 
ful fcene  aded  on  thisoccafion  (written  by  an  officer) 
muft  certainly  fill  the  mind  of  every  humaneperfon  with 
horror.     Here  only  one  horfcman,  defperately  wound- 
ed, is  faid  to  have  had  the  rood  fortune  to  efcape  the 
general  flaughter  ;  and  400  beautiful  women  are  de- 
Icribed  lying  bleeding  with  the  wounds  of  the  bayonet, 
and  either  already  dead,  or  expiring  in  each  others 
arms  ;   while  the  common  foldiers,  cafting  off  all  obe- 
dience to  their  officers,  were  itripping  them  of  their 
jewels,  and  committing  every  outrage  on  their  bodies. 
It  is  added,  that  others  of  the   women  threw  them- 
felves  into  large   tanks,  and   were  drowned.       The 
troops  however,  he  obferves,  were  feverely  reprimand- 
ed for  their  barbarity. 

The  paffmg  of  the  mountains  was  a  matter  of  fuch 
extreme  difficulty,  that  no  conunander,  who  had  been 
previoufly  acquainted  with  it,  would  have  made  the 
attempt ;  nor  could  any  other  enemy  than  thofe  pol- 
troons who  defended  the  pafs  been  compelled  to  yield 
it  up.  The  paffage  they  had  to  defend  was  only  eight 
feet  wide,  three   miles  long,  and  llrongly   fortified. 
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The  whole  force  employed  in  fuch  a  defperate  attempt'^  A  H  p. 
as  the  forcing  of  this  pafs  confifted  only  of  the  Bombay  ^^v^J 
light  company  of  Europeans,  and  between  three  and  i7g8- 
foar  hundred  fepoys.  Succefs,  hT)wever,  juftified  the 
rafhnefs  of  the  undertaking.  The  firft  barrier  was 
taken  without  much  difficulty  ;  but  the  fecond  prefent- 
ed  fuch  a  formidable  appearance,  that  a  retreat  would 
have  been  thought  of,  had  it  not  now  been  no  left 
dangerous  than  an  attack. — The  Indians,  utterly  un- 
able to  withrtand  the  Britifh  troops,  foon  betook  them- 
feives  to  flight,  leaving  behind  them  500  of  their  kill- 
ed  and  wounded-  Fluflied  with  this  fuccefs,  their  an- 
tagonifts  made  their  way  through  the  pafs  with  the 
bayonet,  until  they  had  gained  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain,  when  the  whole  rich  and  hitherto  unfpoiled 
kingdom  of  Canara,  with  its  capital,  containing  Hyder. 
Ally's  favourite  palace  and  treafures,  lay  expofcd  to 
their  incurfions. 

This  city,  called,  by  the  Englilh,  Bednore^  but  which 
had  lately  changed  its  name  to  that  of  Hydcr  Nagur^ 
or  the  royal  city  of  Hyder,  though  that  name  was  not 
at  the  time  admitted  by  the  Englifh,  and  which  they 
hoped  entirely  to  annihilate,  was  one  of  the  largeft 
and  fineft  in  India,  fome  of  its  ftreets  running  in  a 
right  line  no  lefs  than  two  leagues  in  length  ;  though 
its  population  was  not  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  on 
account  of  the  extenllve  gardens  and  fpacious  palaces 
of  the  nobility,  which  occupied  the  greater  part  of 
the  ground  ;  and  many  of  which  inclofed  vaft  bafons 
or  refervoirs  of  water,  one  of  the  favourite  and  moft 
pleaiing  luxuries  of  the  Eaft. — Here  the  Chriffian  re- 
ligion had  been  introduced  by  the  Portuguefe,  and 
ftill  continued  to  flourilh  fo  much,  that  the  greater 
part  of  its  inhabitants,  eitiraated  at  30,000,  were  of 
that  profeffion. 

The  city  and  adjacent  country  were  under  the  go- 
vernment of  Hyat  Saib,  who,  being  fenfible  of  his 
total  inability  to  ward  off  the  danger  by  force,  ufed 
every  method  that  policy  could  fuggeft  to  induce  his 
enemy  to  be  as  favourable  as  poifible,  until  Tippoo 
ihould  have  time  to  arrive  with  his  army.  As  foon, 
therefore,  as  the  Englifh  troops  had  paffed  the  moun- 
tains, he  difpatched  agents  to  the  camp,  who  entered 
into  a  private  negociation  with  General  Matthews, 
concluding  a  treaty,  by  which  the  capital,  countr'y, 
and  fortrefs  at  Bednore,  were  to  be  delivered  up  tOHcUl^e- 
thc  Engliih,  together  with  all  the  treafures  and  public  wife  takti 
property  ;  upon  condition,  that  the  perfons  of  the  in-^^'^*^^' 
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C  H  A  p.  habitants,  and  all  private  property,  ihould  be  fafc; 
Xxxn.  j^j^j  jj^^^  Hyat  Saib  ihould  remain  in  full  pofiefTion  of 
^'^'Y^^  ^^^  government  under  the  Englilh,  holding  much  the 
fame  powers  as  he  had  before  done  under  Hyder. 

On  this,  the  army  were  put  in  poffeffion  of  the 
capital;  but,  in  a  fliort  time.  General  Matthews  is 
faid  to  have  broken  through  the  treaty,  by  clofely  im- 
prifoning  Hyat  Saib,  which  created  gireat  diihirbanccs, 
and  was  attended  with  many  bad  confequences.  The 
great  caufe  of  difcontent,  however,  was  the  manner 
of  difpofiDg  of  the  treafures.  Upwards  of  fourteen 
lacks  were  at  firft  publicly  Ihewn,  and  declared  by  the 
General  to  be  the  property  of  the  army,  belides  a  vaft 
treafure  in  jewels,  &c,  which  was  not  expofed  ;  but,  in 
a  few  days,  when  the  quarrel  between  Hyat  Saib  and 
the  General  was  made  up,  it  was  heard,  with  aQpniilH 
ment,  that  the  former  had  claimed  all  that  money  as 
his  private  property,  and  that  it  had  been  aftually  re- 
ftored  to  him  as  fuch  by  the  General. 

Such  extraordinary  conduct  could  not  but  excite  the 
moft  general  dlfl'atibfaclion  ;  nor  was  it  in  the  leaft  al- 
layed by  a  prcfent  of  about  20,000  1.  value  made  to 
the  army  by  Hyat  Saib,  at  the  defire  of  General  Mat- 
thews. Some  unhappy  difputes  alfo  having  taken  place 
with  the  principal  officers  of  the  king's  troops  about 
points  of  rank  and  precedency,  Colonels  Macleod  and 
Humberftone,  together  with  Major  Shaw,  all  gentle- 
men of  dilUnguilhed  honour  and  charafter,  thought 
thcmfelves  fo  much  aggrieved,  that  they  retired  from 
the  camp  a  few  days  after  the  taking  of  Bednore,  and 
fet  out  for  Bombay,  where  they  arrived  about  the  end 
of  February. 

All  this  time.  General  Matthews  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  fend 'the  fnialleft  intelligence  of  his  proceedings 
to  Bombay  5  fo  that  the  Council  were  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  three  officers  juft  mentioned  for  an  ac- 
count of  what  had  happened.  At  laft  in  the  begin- 
March  4.  ning  of  March,  about  a  week  after  their  arrival,  forae 
difpatches  were  received  from  the  General ;  but,  in- 
ftead  of  giving  any  particular  intelligence  concerning 
the  Itate  of  anairs,  or  even  a  general  account  of  his 
operations,  they  contained  only  fevcre  charges  of  ra- 
pacity, difaifeftion,  and  mutiny  on  the  whole  army  in 
general,  accufing  them  indifcriminately,  officers  as  well 
as  foldiers,  with  afts  of  the  higheft  criminality  ;  nor 
did  he  take  the  fmalleft  notice  of  the  amount  of  the 
treafure  found  at  Bednore,  which  was  the  ground  of 
the  diffatisfaftion  or  difpute,  or  whether  any  treafure 
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whafcvcr  was  found  there.     This  condudV  was  fo  far  ^  ^  ^  !*• 
from  being   facisfa<5tory  to  the  government,  that  to-  ^   ^  ' 


wards  the  end  of  the  month,  refolutions  were  paffed,  \^j^ 
by  which  the  General  was  deprived  of  his  command, 
and  Colonel  Macleod,  the  firil  ofEcer  in  rank  upon  the 
coaft,  appointed  to  fucceed  him ;  Colonel  Humberftone 
and  Major  Shaw  being  required  to  rejoin  the  army 
along  with  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  matters  feemed  to  go  on  very  fuc- 
cefsfully  in  the  Bednore,  country.  Hyat  Saib  had 
managed  his  affairs  with  fo  much  addrefs,  that,  inilead 
of  fuffering  any  kind  of  hoftility  to  appear  in  that 
country,  he  is  even  faid  to  have  made  an  offer  of 
raifing  a  confiderable  body  of  forces  to  join  and  fup-» 
port  the  Englilh  army;  and  the  General  was  even 
blamed  for  refufmg  the  offer  of  fuch  dangerous  allies. 
The  operations  on  the  fea-coaft  were  alfo  fortunate  in 
the  higheil  degree.  On  the  upper  part  towards  Goa, 
Captain  Carpenter  had  invaded  the  Soundah  or  Sun- 
dah  country,  (which  had  been  recovered  by  Hyder 
Ally  as  an  appendage  to  his  new  kingdom  of  Canara), 
where  he  reduced  Carwar,  and  many  other  principal 
forts.  But  the  greatefl  acquifition  was  that  of  the 
fortrefs  and  port  of  Mangalore,  which  contained  the 
rudiments  of  Hyder  Ally's  maritime  power,  and  where 
three  fhips  of  from  50  to  60  guns  each  were  at  that 
time  nearly  finilhed,  belldes  feveral  others  of  inferior 
fize.  The  place  was  taken  on  the  9th  of  March,  fo  snd  Mda^ 
that  the  Engliih  were  now  in  pofl'effion  of  all  the  ^^^ong  U^°^|^' 
holds  on  the  Malabar  coail. 

A  dreadful  vengeance,  however,  was  foon  to  over-  Bad  con- 
take  this  devoted   army,  who  had  fullied  their  con-**"^^*"^ 
qucfts  with  many  abominable  cruelties.     Tippoo  Saib,  natf.-  end 
who   had   now  alTumed  the  title  of  Sultan,  alarmed  of  Gen. 
and  exafperated  to  the  laft  degree  at  the  lofs  of  his^^"^**''* 
capital  and  favourite  dominions,  determined  to  facri- 
ficc  every  other  objeft  to  their  recovery.     About  the 
middle   of  March,  his  troops  began   to  evacuate  th# 
Carnatic,  and,  in  the  beginning  of  April,  appeared  in  AprJl* 
fight  of  the  Englilh  forces  with  a  prodigious  army. 
General  Matthews,  in  the  mean  time,  afted  as  if  he 
had  been  under  fome  kind  of  infatuation.     Though, 
in  his  letters  to  the  Government  of  Bombay,  he  v.'as 
prefling  for  a  reinforcement,  he  feemed  to  go  on  with 
as  much  confidence  as  if  he  had  been  at  the  head  of 
an  army  capable  of  oppofing  Tippoo  Sultan  in  the 
field.     The  condud  he  ought  to  have  purfucd  in  oc- 
cupying the  flrong  paffcs  of  the  mountains,  where  ' 
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C  H  A  P.only  his  army  could  withftand  the  multitudes  of  thc'cnc- 
XXXM.   ^y^  ^yj^g  indeed  (o  obvious,  that  it. is  furprifing  how 


17*3.  it  could  efcape  the  obfervation  of  any  perfon,  whether 
acquainted  with  military  affairs  or  not.  Inftead  of 
this,  howfever,  he  fuffcred  them  to  approach  him  at 
Bednore,  where  he  muft  either  be  fhut  up  in  the  for- 
trefs,  and  ftand  a  liege  without  any  profpeft  of  relief, 
or  fight  his  enemy  in  the  field. 

The  army  of  Tippoo  Sultan  was  fo  numerous  that 
it  not  only  covered  the  plains  near  the  city,  but  the 
hills  alfo,  to  a  greater  diUance  than  the  eye  could 
reach,  being  computed,  according  to  the  lowcft  efti- 
mation,  at  more  than  100,000  men.  The  Brittih 
forces,  on  the  other  hand,  conlifted  only  of  detach- 
ments from  the  98th,  looth,  and  lo^d  Royal  Regi- 
ments, together  with  fome  Bombay  infantry,  amount* 
ing  in  all  to  about  600  men,  along  with  about  1600 
excellent  feapoys.  With  this  inconfiderable  handful. 
General  Matthews  marched  out  of  Bednore,  to  encoun* 
ter,  in  the  open  fields,  the  innumerable  forces  of  the. 
enemy,  who  were  led  on  by  a  French  detachment. 
The  event  was  fucli  as  the  madnefs  of  the  attempt 
fecmed  to  deferve.  Five  hundred  of  his  men  fell  in  a 
few  minutes ;  on  which  he  retreated  to  the  fortrefs 
■with  the  remainder,  abandoning  the  city  altogether. 
This  proved  but  a  very  flender  refource.  The  Sultan 
inftantly  furrounded  with  his  army  not  only  the  fort, 
but  the  hill  on  which  it  itood  ;  and,  that  no  poflibility 
of  efcape  might  remain,  difpatched  a  party  to  attack 
the  two  gautsor  paffes,  which  had  indeed  been  guarded, 
though  by  no  means  in  a  manner  equal  to  their  impor- 
tarite. 

The  pafies  being  abandoned  in  a  (hameful  manner  by 
the  officers  who  had  the  charge  of  them,  all  communi- 
cation with  the  fea-coail,  and  confequently  all  hope  of 
afiii^ance,  was  loil.  One  misfortune  quickly  followed 
another.  The  fugitives,  who  fled  from  the  pafies, 
having  arrived  at  Cundapore,  communicated  their  panic 
to  the  garrifon,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  fled  to 
Onore  with  the  utmoil  precipitation,  without  even  the 
fight  of  an  enemy.  A  number  of  men  and  horfes  were 
drowned  in  the  flight.  Inmienfe  magazines  of  ftores 
and  proviiions,  which  had  been  depofited  in  that  place, 
were  fet  on  fire  and  confumed  ;  and  a  large  train  of 
artillery  was  either  difabled,  or  left  for  whoever  fhould 
chufe  to  come  and  take  poflcfTion  of  it. 

At  Onore,  it  required  all  the  prudence  and  refolu- 
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tkm  of  the  commanding  officer,  Captain  Torriano,  to  c?  H  a  P. 
preferv^e  the  troops  from  being  infe(^ted  wiih  ihc  panic  ^^'^'^^ 
which  hacUfeized  the  re(t.     Having  found  means,  how-  ^"TtSiT' 
ever,  not  only  to  prcferve  his  own  garrifon  in   their 
duty,  but  to  rcftore  fome  degree  of  fpirit  to  the  fugitives, 
he  made  a  bold  exertion  to  recover  the  artillery  which 
had  been  fo  ihamefully  abandoned  at  Cundapore.  Here, 
however,  he  found  the  enemy  not  only  beforehand 
with  him,  but  in  fuch  force  that  he  had  well  nigh  paid 
dear  for  his  fpirited  attempt. 

The  fate  of  General  Matthews,  and  his  troops,  was 
now  decided.  After  being  iluit  up  in  the  fortrefs  of 
Bednore  for  17  days,  being  greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  v 
and  their  Tick  and  wounded  exceeding  500,  there  was 
an  abfolute  necefllty  for  capitulating  with  the  enemy. 
The  terms  were  far  from  being  intolerable ;  the 
garrifon  being  allowed  the  honours  of  war  ;  only  they 
were  to  file  their  arms  on  the  glacis  ;  they  were  to  re- 
fiore  all  private  and  all  public  property  ;  and  they  were 
to  be  conduded  to  a  fpecified  port,  in  order  to  be  con- 
veyed to  Bombay,  being  properly  fupplied  with  pro- 
vilions,  both  on  the  road  and  in  the  paifage  ;  and  the 
General  allowed  a  guard  of  100  of  his  own  fepoys,  with 
36  rounds  of  ammunition. — W^hether  thefe  terms  would 
have  been  obferved  by  an  enemy  naturally  barbarous, 
and  fo  highly  exafpcrated  as  the  Sultan  was,  cannot 
well  be  determined.  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
condud  of  the  vanquilhed  was  fuch  as  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity of  palliating,  in  fome  degree,  the  cruelty  of 
that  line  of  conduct  he  now  adopted.  A  refolution  was 
taken  to  defraud  the  viclors  of  all  the  public  money  ia 
the  fort,  and  to  which  they  had  an  undoubted  right. 
To  accompliih  this,  the  officers  ^ere  dclired  to  draw  on 
the  Pay-ma itcr-gcneral  for  whatever  I'um  they  chofe,  to 
be  accounted  for  in  their  pay  at  Bombay  ;  on  a  fuppoQ- 
lion  that  the  money,  being  divided  among  fo  many  hands, 
would  thus  pafs  without  obfervation.  This  opportuni- 
ty of  procuring  ready  money  being  eagerly  embraced, 
not  a  rupee  was  found  by  the  captors  in  the  fort ;  which 
circumilance,  along  with  the  abundance  of  calli  nuni* 
feiled  by  the  profufencfs  of  the  garrifon,  naturally  led 
to  a  fufpicion  of  what  had  happened,  and  proved  the 
oitenfible  reafon  of  the  fubfequent  calamity. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  April,  the  day  af-    ^"   *^* 
ter  the  evacuation  of  the  fortrefs.  General  Matthews 
was  fent  for  to  meet  Tipjjoo  Sultan  about  a  mile  with- 
out the  town.    He  went  accordingly,  along  with  fome 
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CHAP,  attondants ;  but  on  their  arrival,  after  undero-oine  aa 
^™^*|^  examination,  the  particulars  of  which  did  not  tranf- 
jJLT^  pire,  they  were  all  put  into  clofe  confinement,  frpm 
whence  they  never  returned.  Two  days  after,  the 
field  and  ftaff-officers,  with  all  the  captains,  the  pay-maf- 
ter  and  commiflary,  were  likewife  fent  for  and  d€tain<» 
cd.  Tippoo's  buckihy,  or  pay-mafter,  was  then  fent  to 
the  camp,  where  all  the  remaining  officers  were  Ihame- 
fiilly  ftripped  and  fearched  before  him  ;  and  the  money 
being  found  upon  them,  they  were  inilantly  plundered, 
and  no  meafures  of  humanity  afterwards  obferved  with 
them  or  the  troops.  Every  kind  of  indignity  and  dif- 
{race  was  heaped  upon  them  in  the  camp ;  after  which 
they  were  compelled  to  march  fixteen  days,  loaded 
with  irons,  and  almoft  naked,  under  a  burning  fun  ; 
and  driven,  without  mercy,  like  wild  beafts,  to  a  fort  in 
the  internal  part  of  the  country,  where  they  under- 
went the  moft  grievous  and  cruel  imprifonment  ever 
known  to  befal  any  equal  number  of  Englifhmen,  even 
in  the  mod  inhofpitable  and  favage  regions  of  the 
earth.  The  fepoys,  who  were  confined  along  with  the 
European  foldiers,  fliewed  a  degree  of  fidelity  and  at- 
tachment almoft  unparallelled.  Though  manifei^Iy  in 
danger  of  their  lives,  they  withftood  both  the  threats 
and  allurements  of  the  conqueror,  by  refufing  to  en- 
ter into  his  fervice.  They  divided  with  the  European 
foldiers  the  miferable  pittance  of  food  which  they  were 
allowed ;  and  after  being  at  laft  permitted  to  join  their 
officers,  they  exprcfled  the  utmoft  joy  at  having  it  in 
their  power  to  comfort  them  in  their  diftrefs  ;  in  tcf- 
timony  of  which,  they  offered  fuch  fmall  fums  of  mo- 
ney as  were  in  their  poffeffion,  which  had  either  cf- 
caped  the  general  pillage,  or  which  they  had  faved  by 
half-ftarving  themfelves. 

Though  it  is  known  that  the  General  fufFered  a  vio- 
lent death,  the  manner  of  it  is  not  certain  ;  fome  ac- 
counts ftating  that  melted  lead  was  poured  down  hij 
throat  J  others,  that  fcalding  oil  was  thrown  over  his 
body  ;  and  a  third,  which  feems  more  probable,  that 
he  was  compelled  to  fwallow  the  poifonous  milk  or  juice 
of  a  ihrub,  by  which  he  died  in  great  agonies.  Several 
of  the  principal  officers  are  likewife  faid  to  ha ve  bcea 
barbaroufly  murdered. 

We  are  in  the  dark  as  to  the  amount  and  final  difpo- 
fition  of  the  treafurcs  found  at  Bednore.  One  private 
account,  to  which  the  officer's  name  is  figned  who  wroi« 
it,  ftates^  that  the  general  got  pofl'eflion,  exdufivc  of 
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what  Hyat  Saib  claimed,  of  thirty  lacks  of  pagodaa^  CHAP* 
(amounting  atlcaft  to  1^200,000 1.)  bcfidesagreatquan-  ^^^^^» 
tity  of  diamonds  and  other  precious  ftones ;  all  which^  ^""tTSiT* 
he  fays,  he  fecreted,  and  fent  by  his  brother  to  Bom- 
bay ;  that  his  brother  loon  after  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Nabob,  who  beheaded  him  ;  that  the  army  was  yec 
uninformed  whether  the  treafure  had  arrived  at  Bom- 
bay ;  and  that,  by  calculation,  it  was  a  lofs  of  25,000 
rupees  to  each  fubaltern  officer.  The  fum  here  ftated 
feenis,  however  too  vai^  to  have  been  fecreted  and  con- 
veyed in  fuch  a  manner. — ^Another  officer,  who  fays 
he  was  fecretary  to  the  General,  and  had  free  accefsto 
the  rooms  at  the  palace  in  which  the  treafure  was  de- 
pofited,  and  was  even  appointed  to  count  parts  cf  it, 
defcribes  it  as  immenfe  ;  and,  befides  heaps  of  unvalu- 
ed riches,  fuch  as  jewels,  and  mafTy  gold  and  filver 
furniture,  eftimates  themoney*at48  lacks  of  pagodas. 
He  farther  fays,  "  A  great  part  of  this  money  belong* 
^^  ed  to  the  officers,  and  there  was  a  great  ftir  about  it  ; 
*'  but  the  General  kept  it  fecure  along  time,  and  what 
"  came  of  it  I  know  not !  If  we  had  juftice  done  us, 
^*  and  the  money  divided  out  to  us,  it  would  have  been 
*'  about  3000  K  a  fubaltern." 

Immediately  after  the  reduftion  of  Bednore,  Tippoo  i^e^fie- 
Siiltan  appeared  with  his  vaft  army  before  Mangalore ;  gcd  by  the 
the  recovery  of  which  was  the  next  great  objed  of  his  Sulun* 
wiihes.  The  place  was  well  commanded  and  well 
garrilbned  ;  but  the  defences  wejre  in  no  degree  worthy 
of  the  defenders  ;  fo  that  it  required  all  the  abilities  of 
Major  Campbell,  feconded  by  the  well-tried  valour  of 
the  42d  regiment,  and  fupported  by  fome  brave  bat- 
talions of  fepoys,  to  fupply  the  defefts  of  the  fortifica- 
tions.— ^But  notwithrtanding  the  multitude  of  the  ene- 
my's troops,  the  handful  of  French  auxiliaries  alone 
gave  energy  to  their  attacks ;  for  Hyder's  numerous 
body  of  native  artillery  men,  who  had  coft  him  fo  much 
time  and  pains  in  forming,  feem,  by  this  time,  as  well 
as  the  reft  of  his  beft  troops,  to  have  been  entirely  cx- 
haufted.  By  their  exertions  the  works  were  fo  much 
rained,  that  it  feemed  as  if  the  garrifon  would  foon  be 
reduced  to  fight  upon  equal  terms  with  the  befiegers, 
when  an  account  of  the  peace  between  England  and 
France  was  received  in  the  month  of  July.  Tippoo 
Sultan  was  by  no  means  pleafed  with  the  condiid  of 
Prance,  in  concluding  a  peace  without  his  concurrence, 
or,  at  leaf!,  without  including  him  in  the  treaty  ;  and 
the  immediate  refulal  on  the  part  of  the  French  com- 
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CHAP,  mandcr  to  aft  any  longer  againft  the  Englilh,  or  even 

XXXil.  to  remain  in  the  Sultan's  camp,  gave  him  the   utmoft 

""^{^  diffatisfaaion,  as  he  was  fenfible  of  hisown  infufficiency 

FrrachVc- to  execute  his  purpofe  without  them.     He,  therefore, 

fufc  to  CO  converted  the  liege  of  this  place  into  a  blockade  ;  and, 

*'^^*?.     though  a  peace  was  in  agitation,  had  reduced  the  garri- 

fon  to  fuch  diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions,  that  they 

muft   have  been   obliged  to   furrender,  had  not   the 

arrival  of  General  Macleod,  with  a  great  force  from 

Bombay,  obliged  him,  much  againft  his  will,  to  allow 

them  to  receive  a  fupply. 

The  liege  of  Mangalore  was  the  laft  military  tranf- 
attionofany  con  fequence  on  the  Malabar  coaft.  Carwar, 
Onore,  and  Ibme  other  forts  indeed,  as  well  asManga- 
lore,  iUll  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Englilh,  until, 
by  the  peace  concluded  between  the  Company  and 
Tippoo  Sultan,  in  the  following  year,  a  general  rcfti- 
tution  of  the  conquefts  on  both  fides  took  place ;  and 
die  tranquillity  of  India  was,  for  the  prefent,  fully 
rcftored. 

We  are  now  to  take  notice  of  the  proceedings  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  during  thefe  tranfaftions  on  the 
oppolite  fide  of  the  Peninfula,  which  will  clofe  our  ac- 
count of  thefe  long,  dangerous,  and  very  cxtenfive 
wars. 
Account       As  the  ill  health  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  ftill  continued,  he 
of  the  war  had  undertaken  a  voyage  in  the  Medea  frigate  from 
ror^n^cT  ^^^^^^^  '^  Bengal,  juit  before  the  coming  on  of  that 
coaft.        dreadful  hurricane  above  mentioned,  as   well  with  a 
view  to  his  own  recovery,  as  to  procure  a  fupply  of 
money  neceffary  for  bringing  the  war  to  an  happy  con- 
clufion.  Having  obtained  a  fupply  of  ten  lacks  of  rupees, 
he  fet  fail  from  Calcutta  on  board  the  Refolution  armed 
fliip,  to  all  appearance  in  a  much  better  ftate  of  health 
than  before.     Unluckily,  however,  he  was  fo  clofely 
purfued  by  two  French  fliips  of  the  line  during  the 
greater  part  of  two  days  and  two  nights,  that  all  hope. 
of  efcape  feemed  to  be  vain.     The  anxiety  and  fatigue 
he  underwent  on  this  occafion,  had  fuch  an  cfFeft  on  his 
conftitution,  that,  though  the  Ihip  and  treafure  got  fafc 
Heathandinco  Madrafs,  the  General  died  on  the  26th  of  April 
ch.Yat'tcr  1*^83.  It  would  be  unnecelTary  to  dwell  much  upon  the 
Coo'c  ^^'^^"I'lJtary  charader  and  abUities  of  this  great  commander. 
April  86.  Independentof  the  former  brilliant  actions  of  his  life, 
the  two  lalt  years  of  it  afforded  abundant  matter  to 
place  both  in  the  moft  e,xalted  point  of  view.     Who- 
ever rcfiedts  upon  the  deplorable  and  fallen  (late  of  the 
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Brl^ifli  affciirs  on  the   coaft  oi  Coromandel,  when   Sir  C  H  a  p. 
Eyre  Coote  arrived  at  Madrafs  in  the  year   1780,  and     ^^^^^' 
confiders  the  very  inferior  force,  confifting  only   of  in-    ^^^ 
fantry,  with  which   he  maintained  -lb  luccelsful  and 
glorious  a  war,  againlt  the  greatelt  commander  and  the 
moft  formidable  armies  that  ever  India  produced,  will 
be  faiisfied  that  a  recital  of  thofe  adls  is  the  higheli  culo- 
gium  that  could  be  offered  to  his  memory,  and  will  not 
helitate  to  acknowledge,  that  he  fliould  hold  a  conlpicu- 
ous  place  among  thofe  generals  whole  inherent  abilities 

;  have  inoft  eminently  fupplicd  the  deficiency  of  force  in 

I  war. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes,  with  the  fleet  from  Bombay, 
arrived  at  Madrafs  much  about  the  fame  time  as  the 
General ;  but  fuch  rapid  progrels  had  been  made  by  the 
fcurvy  on  board  his  Ihips,  that  from  the  2d  of  May  to 
the  8th  of  June,  the  lick  lilt,  on  board  thofe  of  rhe  line 
of  battle,  amounted  to  nolefs  than  1*25,  of  whom  605 

*  were  in  the  lart  Ibge  of  the  diforder.  And,  though  the 
fleet  was  then  cleared  of  all  that  number,  who  were  fent 

f  to  the  hofpital  at  Madrafs;  yet,  in  the  fmall  fpace  of  a 

fortnight,  the  hcalthieft  Ihips  had    from  70  to  90  men 

each,  and  others  twice  that  number,  incapable  ot  duty  ; 

fo  that  ihey  were  fcarce  provided  with  haiids  fuificlenc 

[  to  work  them.  Their  numbers  had  alfobeen  leHbucd  by 

^  the  lofs  of  io  officers  and  127  feauien,  blown  up  in  an 

I  attempt  to   lave   the  Aihol  EaiHndiaman,  which  had 

I  taken  fire  in  the  road.  It  was  rcuiarkable,  that  the  fiiips 

^  which  had  arrived  in    fv.ch    good  health  under  Com- 

I  niodore  Bickerton,  in  the  preceding  year,  hiid  now  been 

I  ihc    greatcft   fuitcrers   by  lickncfs;  for  all  which,  the 

'■  fcarcity  of  water  was  alligned  as  a  caufe,  though  that 

;  fcems  hardly  adequate  to  the  cfled:. 

This  redudlion,  in  point  of  itrength,  made  no  altera- 

•  tion  in  the  diligence  and  acVivity  of  the  Briciili  comman- 
ders to  execute  the  main  deliv^n  of  thecampaign,  namely, 
the  cxpuKion  of  the  French  from  the  Carnatic.  The 
latter  were  now,  indeed,  left  to  fight  the  battle  alone, 
by  reafon  of  the  abfence  of  Tippoo  Sultan  :  however, 

I  they  were  fo  ih'ongly  fortilii-d  in  Cuddalorc,  and  lb 
I  well  provided  with  artillery  and  ammunition  of  every 
I  kind,  that  the  redut^tion  of  the  place  appeared  to  be  a 
L  matter  of  the  utmoftdilHculty  ;  clpecially  as  the  Marquis 
[  de  Buffy  B.-^d  lately  arrived  to  take  the  command,  with 
'  the  lalt  diviiion  of  the  forces  from  the.  Mauritius  ;  anil 
I  France  having  no  continental  war  to  occupy  her  armies 
in  Europe,  llie  bad  fent  fome  of  her  belt  troops  anj 
oidell  regiments  on  this  fervice ;  and  thefe  were  further 
f       Vol.  VI.  3C  .     .' 
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CHAP,  ftrcngthened  by  a  body  of  fcpoys  which  Tippoo  Sultan 
XXXM.  jjj^j  jgfj.  bchinti  hi,,,  to  a^  with  them  as  auxiliaries. 
^^^^7^       On  the  part  of  theBritifli,  General  Stuart  had  de- 
tached a  confiderabie  part  of  the  army  under  Colonels 
Lang  and  Fullarton  to  invade  the  foiuhern  part  of  the 
Sultan's  dominions  ;  but  though  tbefe  officers  had  been 
attented  with  great  fuccefs  in  their  expedition,  having 
taken   Dindignl,   and  other  coniiderable  places,    the 
fervice  at  Cuddalore  was  to  important,  and  at  the  fame 
time   fo   difficult,  that  it  was  foon  judged  neceffary  to 
r^cal  Colonel  Fullarton,  although  he  had  then  nearly, 
if  not  entirely,  fubdued  the  whole  Coimbatour  country, 
and  feemed  in  a  train  of  extending  hisdcligns  IHII  further. 
The  month  of  May  was  fpent  in  providing  fuch  articles 
as  were  neceflary  for  the  veflels  which  were  to  attend 
the  army  on  the  expedition. 
.         The  place  they  were  to  attack  is  defcribedcis  Handing 
Cuddalore  ^^  ^  peninfula  ;  the  neck  of  land  joining  it  to  the  con- 
hy  the      tinent  being  compofed  of  very  uncqtial  and  difficult 
Bntifli.     ground,  encumbered  with  rocky  hills,  and  interrupted 
by  a  large  tank  or  pond.     On  the  fouth  it  was  covered 
with  a  very  thick  wood^  which  is  reckoned   in  that 
country  one  of  the  beft  defences  poffible;  as  the  hard- 
nefs  of  the  trees  renders  it  in  a.manner  impracticable  to 
cut  them ;  and  the  extreme  fucculence  of  the  bamboos, 
which  grow  in  the  intermediate  fpaces,  makes  all  at- 
tempts to  fet  fire  to  them  abortive.     On  this  (ecurity, 
therefore,    the  French  relied;   fortifying  only  tbofc 
parts  of  the  neck  which  were  open  to  the  country.  Per- 
ceiving,  however,    with  aftoniihment,  that  General 
Stuart  was  encamping  on  the  fouth  fide,  under  cover 
June  7.     of  that  wood  which  they  regarded  as  their  own  fecnrity, 
and  was  taking  fuch  meafures  as  muft  foon  render  the 
wood  of  no  fervice  to  them,  they  applied  themfelves 
with  the  utmoft  diligence  to  fupply  the  failure  of  that 
defence  by  a  chain  of  works  continued  quite  acrofs  the 
neck.    The  Britifh  General  perceiving  their  affiduity 
in  this  refpeA,  and  that  the  approac4ies  would  foon 
be  covered  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  it  impof- 
lible  to  make  any  attempt  on  the  body  of  the  place, 
thought  proper,  liotwithftanding  the  fnperior  force  of 
the  enemy,  to  attempt  to  prevent  their  completing  thefe 
defences  by  a  bold  attack  upon  them  at  once.     Relying 
upon  the  goodnefs  of  bis  troops,  he  accordingly  took 
/his  meafures  for  this  purpofe.     The  greater  part  of  the 
firft  line,  under  the  conduft  of  General  Bruce,  were 
deiliued  to  the  attack  ;  who  took  their  ground  filently 
on  th©  preceding  evening,  about  half  a  mile  in  front  of 
,      the  camp.  They  were  compofed  of  the  frecious  remains, 
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as  the  General  repeatedly  calls  them, of  the  73d,  and  of  C  h  a  p. 
the  78th  and  loiit  royal  regimencs;  of  detachments  from  ^^^^^ 
the  i5ch  and  x6th  Hanoverians,  amounting  to  600  men,  ''TTgT^ 
under  the  conduft  of  Colonel  Wangenheim  and  Major 
Varrenius;  of  a  handful  of  the  Madrafs  Europeans,  a- 
mounting  only  to  about  80. ;  and  of  foine  battalions  both  i 

of  Bengal  and  Madrafs  fepoys.  The  European  grena- 
diers, amounting  with  their  officers  to  360,  formed  a 
diiiind  corps,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cathcart.  The 
whole  number  of  the  Europeans  was  about  1600- 

Thc  attack  began  early  in  the  morning,  on  tfie  left, 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kelly,  who  having  carried  fome 
of  the  enemy's  batteries  on  the  BandipoUum  hills, 
-turned  their  own  artillery  againft  them  with  fuccefs. 
However,  the  difficulties  Colonel  Cathcart,  Colonel 
Stuart,  and  Captain  Lamont  met  with  in  attacking  a 
redoubt  were  fo  great,  that  no  permanent  advantage 
feemed  likely  to  be  gained,  even  after  the  fire  of  the 
artillery  had  been  kept  up  during  the  whole  morning. 
The  laJt  refource,  therefore,  was  an  attempt  to  carry 
the  works  hy  ftorm.  Accordingly,  as  foon  as  the  ad- 
vancing troops  were  able  to  dole  upon  the  enemy,  the 
fire  of  the  artillery  ceafed  on  the  part  of  the  Britiih  ; 
and  the  troops,  under  the  command  of  Colonels  Gor- 
don, Cathcart,  and  Stuart,  pafling  through  a  mofl  fe-  ohflinate 
vere  difchargc  of  mufquetry  and  grape-lhot,  entered  encounter 
the  entrenchments  of  the  enemy,  where  a  dofe  and  Ih^Frcnch 
dreadful  combat  enfued.  The  French,  however,  re-  and  Eog- 
ceived  this  attack  with  fuch  firmnefs,  that  tlie  affail-  iiil*« 
ants  were  repull'ed ;  but  the  enemy  purfuing  without 
proper  caution,  the  grenadiers,  with  (oxpe.  troops  of 
Stuart's  diviiion,  got  poiTeffion  of  the  poit  they  had 
left,  without  their  perceiving  it;  after  which,  they 
carried  another  called  Birkmyres,  confiderably  nearer 
the  town,  tho*  the  enemy  poured  in  upon  them  in  fuch 
numbers,  that  thfey  were  obliged  to  abandon  it.  In 
the  mean  time,  that  part  of  the  army  which  had  been 
repalfed  in  the  above-men tiofted  attack,  having  ralli- 
ed, repelled  the  enemy  in  their  turn,  who  now  per- 
ceiving the  lofs  of  their  poft,  were  obliged  to  take  a 
circuit  in  order  to  get  into  the  town.  Upon  which, 
a  fpirited  cifort  was  made  by  General  Bruce  to  cut  off 
their  retreat ;  but  fome  of  the  enemy's  works,  which 
enfiladed  an  hollow  way,  through  which  the  troops  were 
paiiing,  poured  on  them  fuch  ihowers  of  grape  (hot, 
that  they  were  conitrained  to  abandon  the  attempt. 
The  fuccefs  they  had  already  met  with,  however,  had 
fuch  an  cffeA  on  the  enemy,  that  (hey  abandoned 
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CHAP,  all  iheir  works  without  the  fortrefe  the  very  next 
xxxil.  njorning, 

^''jr^T^  This  brilliant  and  important  fuccefs  cannot  be.fnp- 
pofed,  from  the  nature  of  the  a<^ion,  to  have  been 
cheaply  purchafed  :  the  lofs.of  men  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  inilfing,  including  the  native  troops,  amount- 
ed to  962,  The  royal  forces  fufFered  extremely,  ten 
of  their  officers  being  killed,  thirty  wounded,  and  be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred  of  their  private  men  in- 
cluded in  the  different  hfts.  This  was  faid  to  be  the 
greatcil  lofs  of  Europeans,  particularly  of  officers, 
in  proportion  to  the  whole  number,  that  had  been 
yet  kuown  in  any  acftlon  in  India.  Undoubtedly, 
there  never  had  been  one  better  fought  on  both  fides 
than  the  prefent.  The  Hanoverians,  the  grenadiers,  ' 
and  the  remains  of  the  73d,  gained  diitinguiihcd  ho- 
nour on  this  day  ;  but  it  was  a  glory  by  no  means 
flightly  acquired,  for  their  refpeclive  lofs  was  fevere 
indeed.  Of  the  firll,  four  officers  fell  upon  the  fpot, 
and  twelve  were  wounded  ;  and  of  iheir  private  men, 
62  were  killed,  and  i.)4  wounded  ;  being  more  than 
a  third  of  their  whole  number  in  the  field.  Their 
brave  Major  Varreoius  fell,  as  he  was  gallantly  lead- 
ing up  his  men  to  the  attack  of  the  entrenchments, 
under  that  terrible  fire  which  wc  have  before' men- 
tioned. The  lofs  of  Captain  Douglas,  deputy  adju- 
tant general,  and  of  Lieutenant  Peter  Campbell,  firil 
aid-de-camp,  was  rtiuch  regretted.  The  Hon.  Captain 
Lindfay,  who  commanded  the  grenadiers  of  the  73d, 
was  mortally  wounded  and  refuting  to  admit  the  gal- 
lant mark  of  afFedion  eagerly  propofed  by  his  men, 
of  fVaying  behind  to  protcd,  or  to  perifli  along  with 
him,  he  was  taken  priibner.  The  grenadiers  under 
Colonel  Cathcart,  as  well  as  their  commander,  excited 
general  admiration  ;  but  their  lofs  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed, including  12  officers,  was  httle,  fiiort  of  half  their 
number.  Nor  was  the  lofs  of  the  French,  making 
allowa^^ce  for  their  cov^r,  and  the  fti'ength  of  their 
works,  at  'all  difproportioned  to  that  of  the  Engliih ; 
42  of  their  officers,  and  above  600  of  their  bell  troops, 
being  that  day  killed  or  wounded. 
Laft  en-  This  fevere  confli^.^  at  land  was  foon  followed  by  ano- 
ira^cmtiu  ther  at  fca,  in  vihich  Sir  Edward  Hughes  andM.de 
s^^fT'^^"  SulFrein  again  faced  each  other.  The  day  after  the 
and  6ir  engagement  at  CiidcI.Jore,  the  French  fleet  arrived 
Edward  from  Trincouiale,  at  the  Dani(h  fettlement  of  Tran- 
Huehcs.  quebar  ;  from  whence  a  correfpondence  taking  place 
between  M.  Suffrcin  and  the  Marquis  de  BuiTy,  the 
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latter  found  himfelf  ftill  fo  toong,  as  to  be  able  to  fend*^  H  a  p. 
the  Admiral  a  I'upply  of  1200  men,  in  order  to  rein-  ^^^  '  . 
force  bis  fleet  for  the  expeded  encounter  with  that  of  ^gr^ 
England.  Several  days  were  fpent  in  xnanccuvring, 
in  which  the  French  Admiral  had  the  good  fortune,  or 
the  dexterity,  to  gain  and  preferve  the  wind.  As 
the  Britifh  fquadron,  however,  were  now  for  the  firft 
time  fupcrior  in  number,  the  odds  being  17  to  15,  he 
(hewed  Jefs  inclination  to  engage  than  formerly.  The 
afblon,  therefore,  did  not  commence  till  the  20ih  of  junc  ao^ 
June  1783,  the  fourth  day  after  the  fleets  had  been  in 
light  of  each  other  ;  and  even  then,  no  more  than  a 
diitant  cannonade  of  three  hours  took  place;  after 
which  M.  SufFrein  drew  off,  without  (hewing  the  leaft 
inclination  to  renew  the  battle,  though  braved  to  it  in 
Pondicherry  road  for  a  whole  day  by  the  Britifli  Ad- 
miral. Sir  Edward,  however,  could  not  wait  for  him 
long.  The  want  of  water  on  board  the  fleet  was  now 
£0  extreme,  and  the  number  of  the  iick,  now  encreaf- 
cd  by  the  wounded,  fo  great,  that  he  was  under  an 
abfolute  neceility  of  proceeding  to  Madrafs,  in  order 
to  land  the  one,  and  procure  a  fupply  of  the  other.  Upon 
the  departure  of  the  Britiih  fquadron,  M.  de  Suffrein 
immediately  proceeded  to  Cuddalore,  where  he  not 
only  returned  the  1200  men  he  had  received  from 
M.  Bulfy,  but  landed  2400  of  his  own,  in  order  to  affift 
in  the  defence  of  th»t  place. 

The  lofs  of  men  on  the  Englifli  fide  in  this  aiflion, 
amounted  to  99  killed,  and  to  431  wounded ;  a  few 
brave  officers  were  included  in-  both  lifts  ;  but  the  Cap- 
tains were  for  this  time  Scoifrec. 

This  was  the  fifth  and  laft  battle  between  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hughes  and  M.  de  Suffrein  ;  and  concluded  the 
fevere  coiarfe  of  naval  warfare  between  the  two  nati- 
ons in  India:  a  war  in  which  infinite  vaioul^  was  dif- 
played  on  both  fides  ;  but  in  the  courfe  of  which,  fe- 
veral  appearances  of  national  rancour  and  animofity 
which  occurred  on  that  of  ^fce  French  Admiral,  will 
by  no  means  fcrve  to  exalt  his  charader  as  a  philofo- 
pber  or  a  man,  however  high  his  reputation  may  be 
dcfervedly  held  as  a  bold  and  brave  naval  commander. 

As  General  Stuart  was  now  left  in  a  very  critical  fi- 
tuation,  weakened  by  the  violence  of  the  attack  laft 
mentioned,  and  deftitute  of  any  hope  or  affiftance  from  ctft^^'aj. 
the  fleet,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  enemy  had  re-  tempt  to 
ceived  a  great  acceffion  of  ftrength,  it  was  judged  ex-  ^^^\^f  '^c 
pedient  by  the  latter  to  make  an  attempt  on  the  Britifli  i^n,!^  ^t 
lines,  in  order  to  decide  the  matter  at  once,  before  the  Cuddalore 
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CHAP,  fuccours  expefted  under  Colonels  Lang  and  Fullarton 
*•   ihould    arrive.     The  conduct  of   the  cnccrprife  wai 
^-^T^T^  commuted  to  the  Chevalier  de  Damas,  a  Knighc  of 
Malta,  and  Colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Aquitaine,  who 
in   this  faliy  commanded  fome  of  the  beft  troops  in 
France :  nor  was  his  party  lefs  conflderable  for  its  num- 
ber than  for  the  gootlnefs  of  the  troops  who  compofed 
it,  So  that  the  greacelt  hopes  of  fuccel's  were  entertain- 
ed.    With  this  force  the  French  commander  advanced 
*  in  the  dark,  and  with  great  filence,  to  the  attack  of 
,        the  trenches,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
June  95.    the  25th  of  June ;  and  notwithflanding  the  conflant 
itate  of  preparation  in  which  the  Britilh  troops  were 
kept,  gained  at  firlt  fome  flight  advantage.     As   foon, 
however,  as  the  Britilh  had  time  to  feize  their  arms, 
their  alTailants  were  oppofed  with  the  greateft  firmnefs ; 
and  when  day-hght  appeared,  they  not  only  maintain- 
ed their  ground,  but  puihed  the  enemy  fo  hard,  that 
they  were  completely  routed ;  the  Chevalier  c(e  Damas 
himfelf,  with  foQie  other  officers,  and  about   150  of 
his  foldiers  being  taken  prifoners. — The  whole  lofs  on 
the  part  of  the  alFailants  was  computed  at  400  men. — 
Bmverr    '^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Britilh  was  very  trifling,  and  what  little 
«f  the       there  was,  fell  chiefly  on  the  24th  battalion  of  Bengal 
tcyoj*.      fepoys,  whofe  conduA  on  this  occaiion  was  equally 
lingular  and  extraordinary,  having  fought  lome  of  the 
oldeft  and  beft  troops  of  France  with  the  bayonet,  and 
foiled  them  at  that  favourite  European  weapon,  which 
is  fuppoied  to  be  the  moft  trying  teft  of  the  firmnefs 
and  excellency  of  foldiers.     It  was,  therefore,  with 
much  propriety  that  the  General,  in  bis  addrefs  of 
thanks  to  the  army,  aiTured  thefe  brave  fepoys,  that 
be  would  recommend  their  fervices  fo  effectually  to  the 
governments  of  Bengal  and  Mudrafs,  that  they  and 
their  families  ihould  ever  be  fupported  and  rewarded 
according  to  their  inerit. 

Colonel  Gordon,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cathcart,  and 

Major  Cotgrove,  were  the   three  officers  who  com* 

manded  on  that  morning  in  the  trenches.     They  all 

gained  the  greateft  honour  by  the  prefence  of  mind  and 

firmnefs  with  which  they  withftood  the  furpriie,  and 

the  gallantry  with  which  they  avenged  the  infult. 

Fndof  the      I«  two  or  ihrce  days  after  this  fally,  tlie  Medea  fri- 

w%rmih<:  gate  arrived  under  a  flag  from  Madrafs  at  Cuddalore, 

KnTi  In-     bringing  information  from  Lord  Macartney  and  the 

Admiral  of  the  conclufion  of  peace  between  the  two 

nations ;  in  confequence  of  which,  a  mutual  cefiation 

of  hoftilities,  and  reltoration  of  prifoners^  immediately 

took  place. 
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CHAP.    XXXIII. 


Brltijh    Parliament Kin^s    Speech Debates    on 

the  addrefs on  the  fufpty imfifcatiom    at  St 

Eu/iatius Number  of  Jeamen American   'war 

Army   eftimaies Exchange  of  frifoners 

Land  and  Malt-tax  bills Adjournment JVant  of 

fuccefs  byfea Lord  George  Germain  s  Peerage 

•   Addrejfes  again]}  the  American 'war -Motion  for  a 

truce  or  peace Capture  of  Lord   Cornwallis ; 

RepJuiions    againji    Minijlry^    who    refign New 

Mini/try. 


HAVING  thus  given  an  account  of  the  military  chap, 
operations  carried  on  throughout  the  various  v^^V*^ 
partb  of  the  globe,  it  only  remains   to  take  a  ihort  re-  ^tgj^ 
view  of  the  Itate  of  affairs  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  BHtith' 
fubfequent  to  the  capture  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  andof  PaHi- 
thofe  proceedings  in  Parliament  which  led  to  a  change  *"^*^- 
of  public  mea fares,  and  the  introduction  of  a  new  mi- 
niftry,  by  whom  fuch  plans  were  adopted  as  had  an 
immediate  tendency  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  moft  ruinous 
and  dertrudive  war  in  which  this  country  had  ever 
been  engaged. 

The  conii'int  triumphs  of  the  miniftry  over  every 
effort  to  oppofe  them,  and  their  unremitting  perfe- 
vcrance  to  carry  on  the  War  with  America  in  defpite  of 
every  remonltrance  at  home  and  calamity  abroad,  had^ 
by  the  year  1781,  nearly  annihilated  all  popular  da* 
njours  on  the  lubje^l.  It  was  confidered  as  an  evil 
which  could  not  be  remedied;  and  the  retreat  of  our 
channel  fleet,  the  interruption  of  our  commerce,  the 
conltant  infulcs  offered  tt>  the  coaiis  of  Great  Britain 
a»d  Ireland,  with  the  eviilent  danger  of  having  the 
iloruinion  of  the  fea  transferred  to  our  enemies,  were 
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C  H  A  P.  beheld  with  the  inoft  feeming  indiSerence.  Our  very 
XXXin.  fucceffes  had  unfortunately  been  confined  againrt  a 
^^^l"^  power  whole  intercity  had  hitherto  been  conlidered  as 
in  feme  nieafure  involving  our  own  ;  and  the  triumphs 
over  an  ancient  ally,  and  a  weak  aad  unprovided  enemy, 
afforded  matter  of  no  fmall  exultation  to  the  ignorant 
and  inconliderate.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  it  cannot 
be  wondered,  that  the  enormous  weight  of  influence 
which  minirters  derived  from  the  ordinary  and  eltab- 
lilhed  power  of  the  Crown,  the  patronage  of  immenfe 
military  eftablifliments,  and  the  annual  expenditure  of 
upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  the  public  money 
fliould  overpower  the  unaided  and  difpirited  efforts  of 
thofe  who  wiflied  to  roufe  the  nation  to  a  fenfe  of  its 
real  fituation. 

In  the  midft  of  this  lethargic  difpofition  of  the  people 
at  large,  however,  Parliament  feemed  to  afTume  a 
degree  of  vigour  and  independence  little  known  in 
former  years.  The  repeated  defeats  of  the  mini  dry  in 
the  laft  felfion  of  Parliament,  which  had  procured  its 
diffblution,  had  no  ddubt  Ihewn  a  rife  of  the  fame  kind 
of  fpirit,  which,  however,  it  was  expected  would  have 
bcencruOied  in  the  new  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  ^but  thd 
.  news  of  the  dreadful  difafter  of  Virginia,  which  arrived 
but  a  few  dayb  before  the  feflion  in  the  clofe  of  1781, 
threatened  to  be  as  fatal  to  minifterial  power  at  home,  as 
it  was  to  their  fchcmes  abroad.  As  this  misfortune,  how- 
ever, was  neither  to  be  denied  nor  palliated,  it  was  own- 
ed in  its  full  extent  in  the  fpcech  at  ihe  opening  of 
Kini,'*s  the  felfion,  November  27,  1781.  No  intention  of  peace 
Speech,  was  yet  hinted.  The  continuance  of  the  war  was 
afcribed  to  that  refllefs  ambition  which  firft  excited  our 
enemies  to  commence  it.  It  was  declared,  that  his 
majefty  would  not  anfwer  the  truit  committed  to  the 
/  fovereign  of  a  free  people,  nor  make  a  fuitable  return 
to  his  fubjedls  for  their  conllanc,  zealous,  and  affec- 
tionate attachment  to  his  perfon,  family,  and  govern- 
ment, if  he  confcnted  to  facrKice  eitiier  to  his  own  de- 
firc  of  peace,  or  to  their  temporary  cafe  and  relief,  thofe 
eflfential  rights  and  permanent  interelts,  upon  the  main- 
tenance and  prefcrvation  of  which  .  he  fumre  l\rength 
and  fecurity  of  the  country  muft  forever  principally  de- 
pend. The  loflTes  in  America  were  dated  as  a  ground  for 
calling  out  the  firm  concurrence  and  reliance  of  par- 
liament, and  a  more  vigorous,  animated,and  united  ex- 
ertion of  the  national  faculties  and  refources  ;  and  the 
fpecch  concluded  with  an  account  of  the  fafe  and  prof- 
pcrous  arrival  of  the  commercial  fleets,  and  the  fa- 
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voarable    appearance    of  Eaft  India  affairs,    with  a  C  H  <\  1". 
ilrong  recommendation  to  parliament  to  refume  their  \\^\J 
inquiries  into  the  ilate  of  affairs  in  that  part  of  the     ,^gj^ 
world. 

A  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks,  couched  in  the  D^hntc« 
ufual  ftile,  was  madeJ  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  by^^"^!*^^*^" 
Mr  Perceval,  and  feconded  by  Mr  Thomas  Ord.  The  ^*^^*' 
former  of  thefe  gentlemen  obferved,  that  his  wiihes  for 
the  re-eltablilhment  of  peace  were  ardent  and  fincere ; 
but  he  was  fully  convinced,  that  a  durable  and  advan- 
tageous peace  could  refult  only  from  the  firm,  vip;or- 
ous,  and  unremitting  profecution  of  the  war.  The 
prefcnt  was  not  the  time-to  relinquilh  hope,  but  to  re- 
folve  upon  exertion.  By  defpair  we  fhould  invite  ca- 
lamity to  overwhelm  us  ;  and  ill  would  it  become  a 
great  and  valiant  people,  whofe  refources  were  yet 
powerful  and  numerous,  to  fabmit  where  they  ihould 
refif^,  to  look  with  indifference  upon  their  political  im- 
portance, and  to  tarnilh,  by  indolent  pufillanimity,  the 
national  and  dear-bought  glories,  both  of  remote  and  ' 
of  recent  aeras,  inllead  oi  oppofing,  with  augmented 
force,  a  combination  whofe  inveterate  efforts  to  throw 
out  of  the  fcale  of  Europe  the  whole  political  exiftence 
of  Great  Britain,  were  ftrengthened  by  the  late  vic- 
tory over  Lord  Com  w  a  His  in  Virginia.  But  if  a  ge- 
neral fpirit  of  unanimity,  fo  requifite  at  one  of  the 
moll  alarming  and  important  periods  in  the  Britilh  an- 
nals, were  to  arife  within  the  walls  of  parliament,  and 
thence  to  diffui'e  itfelf  throughout  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  gloom  that  hovered  round  us  would  rapidly 
difperfe,  and  great  fucceffes  would  condudl  the  nation 
back  to  all  its  priftine  fplendour  and  felicity.  Mr  Ord 
alfo  itrongly  exhorted  the  houfe  to  become  unanimous 
in  their  reiblutions  for  the  fupport  of  government; 
and  declared  himl'clf  of  opinion,  that  nothing  could 
tend  to  reftore  the  grcatnefs  of  this  country  but  a  fuc- 
cefsfiil  profecution  of  the  war,  which  might  lead  to 
fucli  a  peace  as  would  accord  with  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  Great  Britain.  Similar  fentiments  were  thrown 
out  by  fome  other  gentlemen  on  the  fide  of  adminilh*a- 
tign. 

The  addrefs  was  oppofed  by  Mr  Fox  with  his  ufunl 
energy  and  rapidity  of  eloquence.  That  gentlejnna 
fjid,  that  there  never  was  any  time  when  it  was  fo 
necelTary  to  obferve,  as  at  the  prefent,  that  the  r})eech 
from  the  throne  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  the  I'pi^cch 
of  the  king,  but  of  the  minil\ers.  He  had  expected, 
and   it  had   beea    the  general   expectation  of  many 

Vol.  VI,  on 
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CHAP,  others^  that  this  fpeech  would  have  been  of  a  very 
^^^^^^i^  different  tendency  ;  that  they  Ihould  have  Heard  his 
j;«i.  majefty  dechrc  from  the  throne,  "  That  he  had  been 
deceived  and  impofed  upon  by  mifinformation  and  mif- 
reprefentation ;  that,  in  conlequence  of  his  deludon, 
the  parliament  had  been  deluded ;  but  t'hat  now  the 
deception  was  at  an  end.  He  faw  that  he  had  been 
in  an  error,  and  that  he  and  his  people  had  faffered 
enough  from  the  cenfequences  of  it ;  and  therefore, 
that  he  requefted  of  his  parliament  to  devife  the  moft 
fpcedy  and  dired  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the  pub- 
lic calamities,  and  of  reltoring  peace,  fecurity,  and 
happinefs  to  his  dominions."  But,  in  (lead  of  a  fpeech 
of  this  kind,  they  had  heard  one  which  breathed  little 
elfe  but  rancour,  vengeance,  mifery,  and  blood.  Ha- 
ving inveighed  againlt  the  original  principles  of  the 
war,  and  no  Icfs  againlt  the  minifterial  mode  of  con- 
dueling  it,  with  the  inferiority  of  the  fleet  in  every 
quarter  of  the  jrlobe,  he  appealed  to  the  cool  and 
difpalfionate  fenfe  of  the  houfe  upon  the  ntter  im- 
practicability of  reducing  the  colonies  by  force,  of 
which  they  now  had  full  experience ;  and  particu- 
larly called  upon  the  paymaiter  general,  who  had 
formerly  declared,  That  if  the  capture  of  Charlef- 
town  produced  no  dcciiive  confequences,  he  ihould 
grow  weary  of  the  American  war,  to  join  Jiim  in 
obliging  adminiftration  to  put  an  end  to  it.  He  con- 
cluded his  fpeech  with  moving,  That  the  whole  of 
the  propofed  addrefs  ihould  be  omitted,  excepting  th« 
firfl  paragraph  ;  and  that,  in  the  room  of  what  was 
left  out,  the  following  words  ihould  be  added  as  an 
amendment :  *'  And  we  will,  without  delay,  apply 
ourfelves  with  united  hearts  to  propoie  and  digelt 
fuch  councils  as  may,  in  this  crifis,  excite  the  efforts, 
point  the  arms,  and,  by  a  total  change  of  fyOem,  com- 
mand the  confidence  of  all  his  majetty's  fubjects." 

l^he  motion  for  an  amendment  was  feconded  by 
Mr  Minchin ;  and  it  was  fupported  by  Mr  Burke, 
who  remarked,  that  if  there  could  be  a  greater  mis- 
fortune than  had  been  already  undergone  by  this  king- 
dom in  the  prefent  difgracefnl  conteil,  it  was  hearing 
men  rife  up  in  the  great  alTembly  of  the  nation  to 
vindicate  fuch  meafures.  This  was  the  moft  alarming 
part  of  our  conditioa.  For,  if  the  minii^ry  and  the 
p<irliament  were  not  to  be  taught  by  experience,  if 
n(  ither  calamities  could  make  them  feel,  nor  the  voice 
of  God  make  them  wife,  what  had  this  fallen  anil  un- 
done country  to  hope  for?    If  any  thing,  could  leml 
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to  dejeft  the  people  of  England,  to  make  them  derpair  C  H  a  p, 
of  their  {icuation,  and  refign  themfelves  to  their  fate,  ^^^^^'• 
it  muft  be  to  receive  information,  that  their  niinifters,  ^^gTT* 
after  all  that  had  been  fnffered,  were  yet  determined 
to  go  on  with  the  American  war.  A  battle  might  be 
loft,  an  enterprife  might  mifcarry,  an  ifland  might  be 
captured;  an  army  might  be  lolt  in  the  bert  of  caufes, 
and  even  under  a  fyftem  of  vigour  and  forefight  j 
becaule  the  battle,  after  all  the  wifdom  and  bravery 
of  man,  was  in  the  hands  of  heaven ;  but  if  either, 
or  all  thefe  calamities  had  happened  in  a  good  canfe, 
and  under  the  aufpices  of  a  vigilant  adminiAration,  0. 
brave  people  would  not  defpair.  But  it  was  not  fo  in 
the  prefent  cafe.  Amidft  all  their  fufFerings  and  their 
misfortunes,  they  faw  nothing  fo  diftrefling  as  the 
weaknefs  or  vvickednefs  of  their  minifters.  Ix  fcemed 
ftill  determined  to  go  on,  without  plan,  and  without 
foreiight,  in  this  war  of  calamities  ;•  for  every  thing 
that  happened  in  it  was  a  calamity.  He  confidered 
them  all  alike,  viAories  and  defeats  ;  towns  taken,  and 
town&  evacuated;  new  generals  appointed,  and  old 
generals  recalled ;  they  were  all  alike  calamities  in 
his  eyes ;  for  they  all  fpurred  us  on  to  this  fatal  bu- 
flnefs.  Vidories  gave .  us  hopes,  defeats  made  us  def- 
perate,  and  both  inltigatcd  us  to  go  on.  They  were, 
therefore,  both  calamities ;  and  the  king's  fpeech  w?$ 
the  greateft  calamity  of  all :  For  the  Icing's  fpeech 
Ifaewed  us  the  difpotition  of  the  minifters;  and  this 
difpoiition  was  not  to  retreat  an  inch ;  to  go  on,  lo 
plunge  us  deeper,  to  make  our  iituation  more  dif- 
graceful,  and  more  unhappy. 

As  this  fpeech  was  received  with  filcnce  on  the  part 
of  the  ufual  advocates  in  favour  of  adminiftration.  Lord 
North  undertook  their  defence  in  perfon.  With  re- 
gard to  the  principles  on  which  the  American  war  pror 
ceeded,  he  contended,  that  it  had  not  orioinat^d,  as 
had  been  falfely  reprcfented,  in  any  defign  of  miniftry 
to  aggrandife  the  power,  or  increafe  the  influence  of 
the  Crown.  America  had  not  refilled  the  prero<>ative 
of  the  crown,  but  the  claims  of  parliamenr.  Minilters, 
therefore,  had  engaged  in  the  war,  in  order  lo  Tup- 
port  and  maintain  the  juft  rights  and  privileges  of  par- 
liament ;  and  with  refpeft  to  the  continuance  of  the 
%var,  the  queftion  was  in  no  fnape  before  thchoufe; 
and  therefore,  no  gentleman,  voiing  for  the  addrefs, 
was  bound,  in  confequence  of  fuch  a  vote,  to  pledge 
himfelf  to  affcnt  either  to  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
or  to  any  fpecific  mode  of  carrying  i:  on. 
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CHAP.      This  mode  of  explanation,  however  agreeable  to  ad« 
"^^^^^  ininilh'ation,  was  deemed  inlidious  and  delulive  by  the 
1781.     oppolice  party  ;  but,  on  a  divifion,  the  anienduient  was 
rejci^ed  by  a  majority  of  218  to  129. 

When  the  report  of  the  addrefs  was  brought  up  rhc 
following  day,  it  again  met  with  foiiie  farther  oppoij- 
tion ;  and  Mr  William  Pitt  diftinguifhed  hiniicit  on 
this  occalion.  He  declared,  that  the  duty  he  owed  to 
his  ibvereign  and  to  his  country,  would  not  permit  him 
to  remain  in  fjlence,  when  he  faw  the  miniftry  run- 
ning headlong  into  meafures  which  could  end  oniy  in 
the  ruin  of  the  Itate.  He  wifiicd  to  Jhew  his  attach- 
ment to  his  Ibvereign,  and  to  his  family,  by  holding 
to  hhn  a  language  which  would  convince  him  that  he 
had  been  deceived  by  thofe  to  whom  he  looked  for  ad- 
vice. He  wilhed  to  difcharge  his  duty  to  his  counriy, 
by  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  parliament  from  pre- 
cipitately voting  an  addrefs,  which  pledged  the  houle 
in  the  moft  direft  manner  to  profecute  the  American 
war,  and  to  fupport  the  continuance  of  that  fatal  fyf- 
tern  which  had  led  this  country,  f^ep  by  ftep,  to  the 
nioft  calamitous  and  difgraceful  fituation  to  which  »i 
once  flourilhing  and  glorious  empire  could  poihbly  be 
reduced  ;  a  fituation  that  threatened  the  final  di Ablu- 
tion of  the  empire,  if  not  prevented  by  timely^  wile, 
gmd  vigorous  efforts. 

The  I-iord  Advocate  of  Scotland  paid  foraehigh  com- 
pliments to  Mr  Pitt,  whofe  powerful  abilities,  and 
brilliant  eloquence,  he  faid,  were  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged proofs,  that  the  aitonilhing  extent  and  force  of 
an  exalted  underftanding,  had  defcended,  in  an  here- 
ditary line,  from  the  late  illuftrious  pofl'eflbr  of  them, 
to  a  fon  equally  endued  with  all  the  fire,  and  ftreugth, 
and  grace  of  oratory.  He  then  laboured  to  prove,  that 
the  addrefs  propofed  did  not  bind  the  members  of  that 
Jioufe  to  any  one  fpecific  line  of  condu^,  but  was 
Dierely  the  Ibrt  of  language  which  was  mod  fit;  under 
the  circumftances  of  the  times,  for  parliament  to  hold 
to  their  fovereign.  He  likewife  remarked,  that  it  was 
fometimes  infmuated,  that  the  miniftry  fupported  mea- 
fures which  they  did  not  approve,  and  which  were 
diametrically  oppofite  to  their  own  principles.  He 
^  thought  fuch  infniuations  to  be  very  ill  grounded  ;  but 

Jie  would  venture  to  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  in 
every  great  and  important  national  crilis  like  the  pre- 
sent, no  good  whatever  was  to  be  expected  from  an 
aduiiniftration,  the  members  of  which  did  not  ad  upon 
jbcjr  own  bottom,   their   pwn  priiici|)Ie^,  their  owa 
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judgment,  and  with  a  moft  perfeft  concordance  of  opi-  chap. 
nion.    That  minifter,  whoever  he  might  be,  who  could  "^^^^^^J^ 
confent  to  ftay  in  phice  during  the  prevalence  of  mea-     ^^gt, 
fares  repugnant  to  his  own  principles,  and  inilitatiYig 
»gainl\  his  judgment,  betrayed  his  truft,  and  deierved 
the  execrations  of  his  country  for  his  ineannefs. 

After  fonie  farther  debate,  the  houfe  divided  on  the 
motion  for  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  addrcfs,  which 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  131  to  54. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Peers  a  morion  for  an  addrefs,  fimi- 
lar  to  that  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  made  by 
Lord  Southampton,  and  feconded  by  Lord  Walfing- 
ham.  It  was  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  the  Earl  of  Shel- 
burne,  who  obferved,  that  feven  years  had  now  elapfed 
fince  blood  was  firlt  drawn  in  America ;  and,  from 
that  period  to  the  prefent,  the  affairs  of  Qreat  Britain 
had  been  conthiualiy  growing  worfe.  Of  nearly 
eijj^hty-feven  thoufand  men  fent  to  America,  how  few 
had  returned!  What  treafures  had  been  in  vain  ex- 
pended !  What  enormous  debts  accumulated  !  The 
moit  liberal  national  fupplies  had  been  followed  by 
nothing  but  calamities  ;  and  the  whole  proceedings  of 
the  minilh'y  manifelkd  a  wantoffyllem  and  of  intel- 
ligence. Among  other  inftances  of  mifmana^emenr, 
his  Lordlhip  remarked,  that  inftead  of  blocking  up  the 
French  fleets  within  their  own  harbours,  or  imme- 
diately intercepting  them  on  their  putting  out  to  fea, 
we' had  fullered  them  to  fail  far  upon  their  expeditions 
to  our  dijt  uit  fettlemcots ;  and  when  they  had  acquired 
tiiio  great  advantage,  we  flowly  followed  their  power- 
ful armaments  with  inconfiderablc  fquadrons,  and 
fcarccly  ever  reached  the  place  of  deffination  till  the 
cnterpr ifes  of  the  enemy  were  totally  accompiiihed. 

When  the  miniih'y  had  broken  with  the  Dutch,  it 
fcemed  reafonahle  to  fnppofc,  that  at  lealt  they  would 
have  difpaiched  armaments  to  feize  on  fome  of  the  fpice 
iilands,  on  Ceylon,  or  fome  other  important  fettle- 
ment.  But  what  had  they  done?  They  had  taken  St 
Euftatius  ;  and  had  pretended,  that  this  important  con- 
quejt  would  put  an  end  to  the  rebellion.  That  ifland, 
they  faid,  was  the  fource  of  Uores  to  America,  and  the 
capture  of  it  mult  terminate  the  war.  But  was  that 
the  cafe  ?  Ort  the  contrary,  our  admiral  and  general 
who  took  the  ifland,  had  ten  times  better  have  burnt 
the  (lores  they  found  there,  than  have  done  what  they 
did  with  them.  They  had  fold  them  to  go  in  neutral 
vefiels,  fo  that  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  very 
people  from  whom  it  was  pretended  that  they  were  to 
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CHAP,  have  been  kept :  And  his  Lordfhip  declared  it  to  be 
Xxxiif,  IjJ^  opinion,  that  the  capture  of  Earl  Comwallis  was 
^^^Tg^  owing  to  the  preceding  capture  of  St  Eudatlus.  As  to 
the  farther  profccution  of  the  w^r,  with  the  Icaft  prop- 
ped of  fuccefs,  it  was  totally  impoflible.  The  nation 
was  too  much  exhauited  both  of  men  and  money  ;  re- 
cruits were  not  to  be  procured  for  the  army  ;  and  as 
to  our  navy,  if  we  had  the  beft  firft  lord  of  the  adini-* 
ralty,  and  the  ableft  board  that  ever  fat,  it  was  impof* 
fible  to  provide  for  all  the  diftant  fervices  of  fo  extcn- 
five  a  war.  The  reafdn  was  obvious :  The  fine  navy 
that  belonged  to  Great  Britain,  at  the  conchifion  of 
the  war,  had  been  fufFered  to  rot  and  moulder  away, 
while  France  and  Spain  had  recruited  and  repaired 
their  marine  during  the  whole  period  of  the  peace. 
His  Lordfhip  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment  to 
the  addrefs,  finiiiar  to  that  propoled  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  thought,  that  befides  the 
omiflions  which  that  nobleman  had  recommended  in 
the  original  addrefs,  another  paragraph  (hould  alfo  be 
omitted,  which  his  Lordfhip  had  contented  to  let  Hand. 
This  was  the  fecond  paragraph,  in  which  it  was  de- 
clared, that  "  the  Houfe  faw,  with  equal  concern  and 
indignation,  the  war  prolonged  by  that  reftlefs  am- 
bition which  Urii  excited  his  Majefty's  enemies  to 
commence  it."  It  was  his  firm  perfuafion,  that  the 
king's  miniltcrs,  and  not  the  reftlefs.  ambition  of  his 
Majefty's  enemies,  were  the  caufe  not  only  of  the 
war,  but  of  all  the  calamities  which  had  fo  rapidly 
followed  each  other,  nearly  from  the  commencement 
of  the  prcfent  reign.  The  dreadful  and  ignominious 
fituatlon  of  our  affairs  originated  from  the  fame  caufe 
from  which  the  private  misfortunes  of  individuals  fre- 
quently proceed,  namely,  from  folly.  It  was  owing 
to  that  wretched  fyllem  of  government,  which  had  . 
been  early  adopted  in  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty,  and  which  firf^  g^ve  rile  to  that  ahon\inabIe' 
title,  that  odious  dirtinction,  a  K'wg*s  friend ;  as  if  a 
man  could  not  adl  in  oppoiition  to  the  meafures  of 
government,  without  being  a  pcrfonal  enemy  to  hb 
Majclty. — His  Grace  farther  rcmarkci!,  that  ic  was 
the  duty  of  their  Lordlhips  to  fuggelt  falutary  advice 
to  the  Crown,  and  to  fbnd  up  afiertors  of  the  rights 
of  the  pv*o]^lc  :  but  he  thorght  there  was  little  profpect 
of  givii:j;  i\w\\  acl\ice  wiih  any  ci^cc^,  unlefs  the  ori- 
j;inal  priiicipies  of  the  conirinnion  v.cre  reflored,  and 
particularly  uiiltls  the  people  hud  a  real  rcprefentA- 
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|ion  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  At  prefcnt,^  HA  p# 
fcarcely  a  fevcnth  part  of  the  people  were  reprefented,  ?^^^^** 
while  all  the  remainder  had  no  concern  whatever,  **'JIg^ 
either  virtually  or  individually,  in  the  management  of 
their  own  affairs ;  which  their  Lordlhips  well  kncw^ 
the  conftitution  of  this  country,  as  originally  framed, 
gave  them  a  right  to  have.  He  appealed  to  the 
Houfe,  whether  many  of  their  Lordfliips  did  not  name 
the  members  for  feveral  boroughs,  and  whether  the 
reprefentativej  \Vere  not  chofen  only  by  the. manage- 
ment of  two  or  three  burgedes.  Ke  alfo  made  foiue 
obfervations  on  the  interior  cabinet,  which  had,  be 
iaid,  been  the  ruin  of  this  country.  To  prove  its 
mifchievous  tendency,  he  inftanced  the  declaration  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  who  contelled  to  the  Houff, 
that  *'  he  was  duped  and  deceived,  and  that  he  hud 
not  been  ten  days  in  the  Cabinet  before  he  feit  the 
ground  rotten  under  his  feet." — ^His  Grace  likewii'e 
laid  that  though  it  was  the  middle  of  a  war,  he  made 
no  fcruple  to  recommend  it  molt  itrenuoufly  to  gov  em- 
inent, immediately  to  fet  about  curtailing  the  nuni'ixrs 
of  the  array,  and  that  as  much  as  polfible.  He  thought 
that  Ireland  might  be  guarded  fuiEciently  by  the  vo- 
lunteers, and  this  country  by  the  militia,  if  j)uc  upon 
a  proper  footing.  He  recommended,  that  arms  ihould 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  fur  the  purpolcs 
of  domeftic  defence ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  that, 
in  this  cafe,  they  would  aft  with  greater  power  and 
fuccefs,  than  even  the  moll  numerous  military  forces. 
He  alfo  advifed  withdrawing  the  troops  from  Au»e- 
rica,  augmenting  the  navy  as  much  as  pollible,  and 
fending  fuch  fuccours  to  the  Weft  India  iflands,  as 
niight  enable  them  efFeftually  to  reliit  any  attempts 
from  the  enemy. 

Lord  Stormont  defended  the  addrcfs  as  originally 
propofed ;  and  obfcrved,  that  the  language  of  the 
ipeech  from  the -throne  was  proper  to  be  held  by  any 
prince  worthy  of  the  crown  in  a  moment  like  the 
prefent ;  and  the  long  cftabliihed  cuftom  rendered  fuch 
an  addrefs  as  had  been  moved  the  fit  anfwer  to  it. 
Would  their  Lordlhips  wifli  to  tell  all  Europe,  at  fnch 
a  period  as  the  prefent,  that  they  Ihould  not  fupport 
^is  Majefty  in  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war? 
The  prefervation  of  America,  -*  •  a  dependent  part  of 
the  Britiih  empire,  was  too  i..;portant  to  be  rdlii- 
quifhed  ;  and  the  prefent  criiis,  lb  far  fi*om  jriili^ing; 
defpair,  called  for  redoubled  i.ivloiir,  and  for  iii::;ic- 
filiate  exertion. 
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c  H  A  P*  Lord  Camden  thought  the  addrefs  had  fotncthmg 
XXXIIT.  lurking  under  it ;  and  if  he  voted  for  it,  he  (hould 
cf>nrcientionny  think  himftlf  bound  to  vote  for  every 
meafure  of  the  miniftry,  relative  to  the  American  war, 
during  the  whole  feifion.  He  attacked  Lord  Stormont's 
argument ;  and  faid,  with  regard  to  the  fpeech  and 
the  addrefs,  that  the  one  was  an  echo  of  the  other  ; 
they  both,  as  their  Lordihips  well  knew,  came  out  of 
the  hmejjjop  ;  and,  in  fa(^,  it  was  the  miuifter  anfwer- 
ing  the  minifter.  His  Lordfliip  took  a  retrofpeftive 
view  of  all  the  operations  of  the  campaign  by  iea  and 
land,  commenting  feverely  upon  each.  He  declared, 
that  it  was  the  cuftom  of  France  to  fit  out  a  large  force 
to  efFeft  an  expedition  wifely  planned,  and  generally 
fuccefsfully  executed ;  and  that  it  was  our  cuftom  to 
follow  the  French  with  a  fmall  ferce,  and  to  arrive 
after  the  buiinefs  was  done;  fo  that  we  refembled  the 
clumfy  fencer  defcribed  by  Demofthenes,  who  was  re- 
markable for  clapping  his  hand  to  the  part  of  his  body 
after  he  had  received  a  blow,  but  never  hit  his  adverfary, 
nor  warded  ofFtny  one  of  his  attacks.  His  Lordfhip 
concluded  with  reminding  the  Houfe  of  the  fpeech  of  s. 
Spanifh  ftatefman  to  Philip  HI,  who  was  at  war  with 
every  power  in  Europe,  "when  the  ftatefman  to  com- 
fort his  mafter,  faid,  '"Pleafeyour  Majefty,  you  have 
but  two  enemies,  all  the  world  and  your  own  mi- 
nifters.'* 

The  Lord  Chancellor  fald,  that  the  prefent  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  like  all  others  at  the  commencement 
of*a  feilion,  was  no  more  than  a  brief  ftate  of  the  nation, 
delivered  in  the  ancient  ft  vie  of  compo  fi  tion,  and  con- 
formably to  eftablifhed  ufage,  from  almo(l  the  fJrft  ex- 
iftence  of  a  parliament ;  and  as  to  the  addrefs,  its  lan- 
guage not  being  fpecifically  binding,  their  Lordlhipi 
might  vote  in  favour  of  it,  without  pledging  themfelves 
to  fupport  any  future  minifterial  meafure  whatever. 
The  Houfe  at  length  divided,  when  Lord  Shelburne's 
amendment  was  rejeiSled,  by  a  majority  of  75  to  31. 
A  fliort  proteft  again  ft  the  addrefs  was  entered  in  the 
journals  of  the  Houfe,  figned  by  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam,  in  which  they  declared,  that  they  dilFented,  "  for 
reafons  too  often  urged  in  vain  for  the  laft  feven  years 
againft  the  ruinous  yrofecution  of  the  unjuft  war  car- 
rying on  by  his  Majefty's  minif\ers  againft  the  people 
of  North  America,  and  too  fatally   confirmed  by  re- 
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""peatiid  experience,  and  the  late  difgraccful  lofs  of  aCH  a  p* 
iccond  army,  to  ilaud  in  need  of  repetition."  ^^^ 

The  moderate  behaviour  of  miniftry  on  the  prefenc  i^^u 
occalioo,  did  not  yet  fatisfy  thofe  who  were  averfe  to 
the  American  War;  and.  it  was  fuppofed,  not  without 
great  reafon,  that  it  was  their  intention  ftili  to  profe* 
cute  that  deftruftive  and  ruinous  fcheme.  To  prevent 
all  poflibility  of  this,  on  a  motion  being  made  by  Sir 
Grey  Cooper  that  the  houfe  Ihould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  the  ftippi/ 
committee  of  fupply,  it  was  moved  by  Mr  Thomas 
Pift,  Nov.  30,  That  no  vote  of  fupply  ihould  be 
granted  until  the  houfe  had  received  fome  fecuricy  that 
the  miniders  were  refolved  to  alter  their  meafures. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  replied,  that  the  motion  which  had 
been  made  by  him,  was  not  calculated  for  the  imme* 
diate  purpofe  of  voting  a  confiderable  fum  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  particular  fervice,  relating  either  to 
the  army  or  the  navy,  in  which  the  queltion  of  the 
American  war  might  be  involved  ;  but  the  fole  exclu- 
five  queftion  now  in  agitation,  was.  Whether  the  houfe 
ihould  go  into  a  committee,  for  the  purpofe  of  voting  a 
fupply  already  promifed  to  the  crown,  in  confequcnce 
of  their  aflurances  that  it  ihould  meet  with  their  fup- 
port?  Of  fuch  alarming  magnitude  were  the  incon- 
veniencies  and  the  detriment  which  muft  arife  from  the 
impofition  of  a  negative  upon  the  queltion,  that  it  ap- 
peared aflonriliing,  that  the  oppofers  of  it  did  not  per- 
ceive the  dangers  that  were  attendant  upon  their  con-  • 
du6^.  They  ihould  confider,  that  if  they  fucceeded  in 
this  Impolitic  and  unwarrantable  refinance  againil  the 
motion,  they  would  declare  to  all  Europe,  that  Great 
Britain  had  refolved  actually  to  diiband  her  army,  to 
break  up  her  fleets,  and  to  deprive  her  realms  of  every 
meafure  of  defence. 

Mr  Fox  aiTerted,  that  the  period  was  arrived  that 
muft  render  it  itri^tly  proper  in  the  people  to  deter- 
mine to  with-hold  all  fuccours  whatfocver,  unlefs  the 
grievances,  which  preiTed  upon  them  with  fuch  in- 
tolerable weight,  were  previoufly  removed.  The  idea^ 
that  a  temporary  prevention  of  the  grant  of  the  fup- 
plies  muft  itrike  with  dangerous  violence  againft  the 
,  interefts  of  the  ftate,  was  too  futile  to  deferve  a  la- 
boured refutation.  It  would  fuffice  to  afk,  whether 
the  national  misfortunes,  which  thickened  over  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  year,  could  poifibly  have  pro- 
Ted  more  numerous  and  affefting,  if  no  money  what- 
foever  had  been  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  war  ? 
What  benefits  had  accompanied  a  moft  enormous  dif- 
Vol.  VI.  3  E 
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CHAP,  fipation  of  the  treafure  of  the  public  ?  If  the  prefcnt 
\2^!m^  miniltry  ihould  fttil  retain  their  pofts,  ic  was  of  little 
^T^^  confequence  to  the  nation  whether  we  pofl'efl'ed  cither 
fleets  or  armies. 

Lord  North  faid,  that  a  fpeedy  and  generous  grant 
of  iupplies  to  the  crown,  would  thoroughly  convince 
our  enemies,'  t4iat  no  calamities  could  link  us  into  def- 
pair,  or  even  hinder  us  from  redoubling  our  exertions. 
But  a  refufal  of  the  fupplies  would  tend  to  fcvcrc  and 
difunite  the  government  of  Great  Britain  from  the 
Commons  of   Great    Britain.      Such   an    a^  feemed 
big  with  infurmoun table  calamities,   that  mu(^  afie^ 
not  merely   the  profperity,    but  even  the  cxiiVence 
the    ftate :    and    great  mult  be  the   triumph  of  our 
enemies,  Ihould  they  perceive  it  taking  place  in  thst 
larming  moment,    when,   perhaps,  the  only   method 
of  extricating  ourfelves  from  every  furrouoding  pe- 
ril  and   perplexity,  would  be,  the  lincere  and  vigor- 
oufly  a^ive  union  of  all  hands  and  all  hearts  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom  and  its  intereOs.     The  refufal  of 
the  fupplies  to  the  crown,  even  in  time  of  peace,  muft 
be  followed  by  a  train  of  infurmountable  perplexities  ; 
but  in  time  of  war,  a  war  formidable  and  raging  like 
.  the  prefent,  it  would  inevitably  lead  to  deep  and  irre- 
trievable calamity  and  difgrace.    Every  mealure  which 
confined  the  exertion,  and  leflened  the  ardour  of  Great 
Britain,in  defence  of  icsjuft  rights  and  eflential  interefh, 
would  prove  a  fource  of  ftrength,  of  animation,  and  of 
triumph  to  Spain,  to  France,  to  Holland,  and  toAmerica, 
Several  other  gentlemen  fpoke  in  this  debate,  at  the 
clofe  of  which  Mr  Thomas  Pitt  rofe  a  fecond  time,  and 
declared,  that  he  ftill  continued  of  opinion  that  a  re- 
fufal to  vote  for  the  fupplies,  until  pledges  of  amend- 
ment in  the  dire«^ion  of  public  meafures  fliall  be  fm- 
cerely  given,  muft  ftrengthen  and  not  debilitate  the 
hands  of  government.     It  muft  rather  throw  more  na- 
tional refourccs  into  the  legal  power  of  the  crown,  than 
leffen  thofe  of  which  it  was  pofleffed.    It  muft  quicken, 
inftead  of  fruftrating,  the  future  glprious  operations  of 
properly   direfted   war.      The  right  of   withholding 
fupplies  from  the  crown  was  coeval  with  the  confti- 
tution  of  parliament,  and  eflential  to  a  free  govrrn- 
ment :  and  it  was  high  time  that  this  right  (hould  be 
exerciftu^,  till  fonie  evidence  was  given  to  the  pec- 
ple,  that  fuch  a  change  of  fyilem,  and  fuch  meafures 
were  adopted,  as  might  put  fome  Jlop  to  the  calamities 
of  the  empire.     The  queltion  was  at  length  put  upon 
Sir  Grey  Cooper's  motion,  which  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  17210  77, 
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Mr  Burke,  moved  for  an  inquiry  into  the  confifca-  C  H  /\  p. 
tions  at  Euilatius,  and  the  fubfequcnc  fale  and  convey-  -*'^'^»"' 
ancc  of  the  goods  to  the  French  iQands,  and  other  ^7?^^ 
ports  belonging  to  his  Majefty's  enemies.  In  the  dif- 
cuiTioQ  of  this  affair,  he  fet  forth  the  expedition  agatnit 
St  EuiUtius  in  a  very  ridiculous  light.  ^^  After  an 
unfuccel'bful  attempt,"  faid  he,  ^^  npon  the  iUand  of  St 
Vincent,  againit  which  a  weak  and  infufficicnt  force 
had  been  employed,  the  Britilh  commanders,  in  obe- 
diencc  to  dire(ftions  received  from  England,  turned 
their  arms  againft  Euftatiiis.  This  ilLmd  was  known 
to'  be  in  a  Date  totally  defencelefs.  A  fingle  gun,  of 
which  the  friendly  and  courteous  uie  was  to  faluto 
the  ihips  of  the  Engliih  and  ochcr  European  powers, 
on  their  arrival  at  this  free  port,  remained  upon  the 
walls  of  a  mouldering  old  caiUe,  in  which  there  was 
a  garrifon  of  27  ibldiers,  and  about  thirty  other  per- 
fons  of  various  defcriptions.  The  armament  employ- 
ed for  the  reduction  of  the  f«:ttlement  thus  defended, 
and  ignorant  even  of  the  commencement  of  hoftilities 
betwixt  the  two  nations,  confilted  of  15  fail  of  the 
lioe,  a  proportionable  number   of  frigates,  and   near 

J 000  chofen  troops.  On  this  occaiion,  the  miracle  of 
ericho  was  needlcfs ;  for,  at  the  firft  found  of  the 
trumpet,  and  long  before  the  ramparts  could  have  fal- 
len, the  governor  furrendered  the  ifland  at  difcretion. 
But  it  feems  that  our  commanders  interpreted  difcre^ 
tm  into  deftru^icm^  for  thsy  did  not  leave  the  con- 
quered a  Ihilling,  Their  warehoufes  were  locked  up  ; 
their  books  taken  from  them;  their  provifions  with- 
held ;  and  they  were  compelled  to  give  in  an  account 
of  all  their  ready  money,  plate,  jewels,  &c.  Nor 
was  rank,  or  fex,  or  age,  fpared  in  the  general  order ; 
all  were  included,  and  all  were  forced  to  comply. 
Nay,  fo  great  had  the  hardlhips  been  which  the  in- 
habitants were  forced  to  undergo,  that  Governor 
Meynell,  who  died,  was  fuppofed  to  have  fallen  a 
vidim  to  the  hardfhips  he  had  endured.  The  next 
meafure  was,  the  general  profcription  of  all  the  in- 
habitants, by  which  they  were  ordered  to  quit  the 
iOand,  all  without  exception.  The  Dutch  were  ba- 
niflied,  becaufe  they  were  Dutch  ;  the  Americans,  bc- 
caafe  they  were  king's  enemies ;  and  the  Jews  be- 
caufe they  were  of  a  ditfcrent  religion  froin  that  of 
their  conquerors.  The  cafe  of  Mr  Gouverneur  was 
not  a  httle  remarkable:  He  had  traded  folely  in 
dry  goods ;  and  no  naval  or  military  (lores  whatever 
bad  paifed  through  bis  hands ;  but  he  aded  upon  coai- 
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CHAP,  tniffion  from  the  Congrefs.  They  viewed  this  gentle- 
^^^      man  in  a  twofold  light,  and  (hereby  were  fure  to 

^"^J^^  catch  him  doubly ;  they  coniidered  him  as  a  Dutch- 
man,  and  as  ao  Engliihman.  As  a  Dutchman,  they 
confifcatai  his  property  ;  as  an  Engliihman,  they  con- 
fined  him  as  a  traitor,  and  fent  him  to  England,  to 
be  referved  for  the  juAice  of  his  country  to  pro- 
nounce upon  him.  The  poor  Jews  at  St  Eufbtia 
were  treated  in  a  worfe  manner,  if  poflible  than  all 
the  other  inhabitants.  They  were-  ftripped  of  all 
their  money,  and  eight  of  them  put  on  board  a  ihtp, 
to  be  carried  out  of  the  ifland.  One  of  them  in  par- 
ticular, Mr  Hohen,  a  venerable  old  gentleman,  near 
feventy  years  of  age,  had  even  his  clothes  fearched ; 
^  and,  from  this  bit  of  linen,  (faid  Mr  Burke,  holding 
it  up),  which  was  fewed  in  the  poor  man's  coat,  were 
taken  36  s.  which  he  had  had  the  confummate  auda- 
city to  endeavour  to  conceal  for  the  purpofe  of  buy- 
ing viftuals."  The  commanders  in  chief  having  de- 
termined upon  the  confifcation,  the  next  thing  to  be 
thought  of  was  the  {ale  of  the  goods.  A  proclama- 
tion was  accordingly  ifTued  promifing  free  ingrefs  and 
regrefs  to  all  purchafers,  together  with  fecurity  that 
their  money  ihould  not  be  taken  from  them,  and  that 
they  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  carry  away  the  goods  they 
Ihould  purchafe.  If  this  difficulty  had  not  been  obvi- 
ated, there  would  have  been  no  purchafers:  a  convoy 
was  therefore  promifed  to  them,  and  adually  grant- 
ed ;  and  he  could  prove,  that  the  convoy  was  the 
Convert  frigate,  Captain  Harvey,  which  was  appoint- 
ed to  fee  the  purchafers  with  their  commodities  clear 
of  the  privateers  ;  by  which  means  the  goods  got  fafe 
into  Martinique,  a  place  which  our  privateers  would 
never  have  fuifered  them  to  reach,  if  St  Euftatia  had 
remained  under  the  Dutch.  Another  circumftante 
was,  that  the  goods  fo  fold  had  been  difpofed  of  50 
fer  cent,  cheaper  than  the  Dutch  had  before  that  (bid 
{imilar  articles  to  the  French  ;  fo  that  in  faft  the  only 
apparent  ufe  that  the  conqucfl  pf  St  Euftatia  appear- 
ed to  be  of  was,  that  the  French  and  Americans  had 
been  fuppiied  with  ftores  by  our  commanders,  and  at 
50  per  cent,  cheaper  than  they  ufed  to  get  them  from 
die  Dutch.  Three  months  too  were  fpcnt  by  thcfe 
commanders  in  difpofing  of  and  feeuring  the  plunder 

of  St  Euflatius.^ The  confei|uences  of  this  condu^, 

with  refpedl  to  the  events  of  the  campaign,  both  in 
the  Weft  Indies  and  America,  were  next  adverted  to 
by  Mr  Swrkc,    Tb^  flce^  imder  the  command  of  Sir 
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George  Rodney,  even  aftcrthe  departure  of  Commo- c  h  A  p,. 
dore  Hotham,  who  had  failed  with  a  fmall  fquadron  XXXIII. 
to  convoy  a  part  of  the  treafure  found  in  St  Euilatius  ^*'^^\r^^ 
to  England,  amounted  to  21  fail  of  the  line.  The  ^'^** 
whole  French  force,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  MonH 
dc  Graffe,  confifted  only  of  eight  ihips  0/  the  line, 
and  one  fifty.  This  favourable  opportunity  of  recover- 
ing fome  of  our  former  poffcffions,  or  attacking  thofo 
of  the  enemy,  was  entirely  neglefted;  the  whole 
fleet,  and  near  3000  chofen  troops,  being  kept  upwards 
of  two  months  in  a  ftate  of  total  inadtion,  for  the  im- 
portant fervicc  of  protcfting  the  fales  of  St  Euftatius. 
Tbe  fecond  misfortune,  that  had  fprung  from  the  fame 
idifgracefui  caufe,  was  the  weaknefs  of  the  detach- 
ment fent  under  the  command  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
to  prevent  the  jun^ion  .of  the  French  fleet  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  that  which  arrived  with  de  Graffe 
from  Europe.  Three  fail  of  the  line  were  detained 
by  the  commanders,  for  the  fame  laudable  purpofe  of 
fecuring  the  plunder  of  St  Euftatius ;  and  this  repa- 
ration of  our  naval  force,  in  all  human  probability, 
brought  on  the  whole  train  of  calamitous  events  which 
followed  ;— -the  junftion  of  the  French  fleets  ;  the 
Jofs  of  Tobago;  and  finally,  the  dreadful  diftafter  in  the 
Cheafapeak. 

In  anfwcr  to  this  weighty  and  pointed  charge.  Sir 
George  Rodney,'  after  a  virulent  inveftive  againfl  the 
Dutch,  declared,  that  their  perfidious  attachment  to 
the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  had  determined  him  to 
adopt  the  line  of  conduct  be  had  purfued,  in  the  capture 
of  St  Euftatius ;  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  fully  juftified 
the  entire  confifcation  of  the  property  found  on  that 
ifland.  He  could  not  have  been  a^uated  by  any  mer- 
cenary views  in  this  determination,  as  he  had  avowedly 
made  the  feizure  for  the  fole  and  exclufive  benefit 
of  the  crown;  and  had  not  received  intelligence, till 
long  after  the  confifcation,  of  his  Majefty's  gracious  - 
intentions  of  relinquilhing  his  right  in  favour  of  the 
fleet  and  armyi  to  whom  the  iflnnd  had  furrendered. 
With  rcfpe6t  to  the  outrages  that  were  alledged  to 
have  been  committed,  or  any  wanton  and  lavvlefs  exer- 
cife  of  power,  he  afferted,  that  as  far  as  the  accufa- 
tion  related  to  himfelf;  it  was  abfolutely  groundlefi. 
In  regard  to  the  charge  of  having  fuffercd  ftores  and 
provifions  to  be  purchafed  for  the  fervice  of  the  enemy, 
and  tranfported  to  the  idands  in  their  poffefiion,  he 
declared  that  the  very  reverfe  was  the  truth ;  that  he 
bad  given  the  ftriAeft  orders  none  of  them  fliould  b^ 
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CHAP,  fold,  but  all  fen t  to  his  Majefty's  yards  at  Antigua.     So 
XXXixi.  fcnipuloufly  exad  had  he  been  in  this  rcfpedt,  that  he 
^■^'^['"^  had  not  only  examined  himfelf  the  clearance  of  every 
fhip  that  went  out  of  the  port,  but  caufed  them  to  an- 
chor under  his  (lern,  where  they  were  ftriftly  examined 
by  coininiirioned  officers  of  the  navy.     As  to  the  aC- 
perfions  thrown  on  his  military  charafter,  for  remain- 
ing three  months  inactive  at  St  Euftatiu,  and  detach- 
ing an  inadequate   force    to  prevent  the  jundion    of 
the  French  fleets,  he  remarked,  that  during  that  period 
he  had  planned  two  expeditions^  one  againd  Curacoa^ 
and  the  other  again(l  Surinam ;  and  was  on  the  poinc 
of  putting  them  into  execution,  when  he  received  in- 
telligence of  the  approach  of  Monf.  dc  Grafle.    That 
this  intelligence  reported  the  French  fleet  tqiconfiit  of 
no  more  than  twelve  fail  of  the  line  ;  and  that  confe- 
quently,  he  had  thought  Sir  Samuel  Hood  a  fufficient 
match  for  them  with  fifteen.     That  as  foon  as  he  heard 
of  the  failure  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  he  had  put  to  fea 
with  the  Jhips  remaining  at  St   Eudatius,  and  failed 
to  join  the  fleet ;  that  he  had  put  St  Lucia  into  fucfai 
a  poiture  of  defence,  as  had  preferved  that  ifland  from 
the    fubfequent   attack   of  the  French  $  and  that   he 
fliould  doubtlefs  have  intercepted  M.  de  Grafle  him- 
felf, had  not  his  defigns  been  traiteroufly  difcovered  to 
the  enemy.     The  lofs  of  Tobago,  and  the  unfortunate 
conclulion  of  the  campaign  in  the  Chefapeak,  were, 
he  faid,  laid  to  his  charge  with  equal  injuftice.    With 
rcfpe^^  to  the  former,  as  foon  as  he  heard  it  had  been 
attacked,  he  immediately    fent    Rear-Admiral  Drake 
with  fix    fail   of   the  hne  to  relieve  it.     And  as  to 
the  chnrg-  brought  by  the  Governor  of  Tobago,  all  he 
would  fay  in  anfwer  was,  that  even  the  guns  he  had 
fent  the  year  before  for  its  defence,  had  never  been 
mounted  by  the  Governor.     With  refpe<ft  to  the  difa- 
fler    in    the    Chefapeak,  he  had  taken  every  ftep  in 
his  power  to  prevent  it.     He  had  fent  twice  to  the 
Admiral  at  Jamaica,  to  forward  the  Prince  William  and 
Torbay  to  America  with  the  greateft  difpatch ;  and 
he   fent  alfo  three  times  to  the  Admiral  in  America, 
dejlring  he   would  colleft  his  whole  force,  and  meet 
him  with  it  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia  ;  but  no  anfwer 
had  been  fent  to  him,  or  to    Sir  Samuel  Hood ;  for 
he  himfelf  was  then  fo   ill  that  he  was  coming  home. 
If  the  Admiral  in  America  had  met  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
near    the    Chefapeak,  the    probability    was,  that  De 
Graife  would  have  been  defeated,  and  the  furrcnder 
of  Lord  Cornwaiiis  prevented. 
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Sir  George  was  followed  by  Major  General  Vaughan,  C  H  A  f 
who    went   nearly   over  the  fame  ground^  denying,  ^^^"'« 
in  thffmoft  folemn  manner,  his  having  had  any  (hare   ^"^^^^ 
or  concern  in  the  depredation  and  outrages  a  Hedged 
to  have  been  committed.     He  refufed  to  account  for 
his  conduA  to  an  individual,  but  declared  himfelf  ready 
to  enter  into  the  fuUeft  inveftigation  of  it  before  the 
Houfe,  if  they  Ihould  think  fit  to  call  for  it ;  and,  in 
proof  of  the  falfity  of  one  of  the  charges,  he  read  an 
addrefs  he  had  received  from  the  warden  and  rulers 
of  the  Jews,  exprelBng  the  fulleft  fenfe  of  the  obli- 
gations they  owed  hiin  for  his  proteftion. 

Iffue  being  thus  joined  by  the  two  parties,  the  mo- 
tion for  a  Committee  of  Enquiry  was  ftrongly  fupported 
by  Lord  John  Cavendilh,  General  Conway,  Mr  Fox, 
Mr  Barre,  and  Mr  Sheridan.  It  was  oppofed  by  Lord 
George  Germaine,  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  the 
Secretary  at  War,  and  Lord  North.  The  two  laft 
objeAed  principally  to  that  part  of  the  motion,  which 
tended  to  prejudicate  and  affe«^t  the  claims  under  litiga- 
tion in  the  courts  below  5  declaring  their  readinefs  to 
confent  to  the  fullett  invelHgation  of  the  r«maining 
charges.  The  Lord  Advocate  obje<5led  to  the  whole, 
for  want  of  a  fpecific  accufacion,  and  becaufe,  he  faid, 
the  allegations  were  too  indeterminajte  to  be  the  ground 
of  a  parliamentary  inquiry. 

The  efforts  of  Mr  Burke,  on  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Tobago,  did  great  honour  to  his  eloquence  and 
to  his  humanity  ;  but  all  his  endeavours  were  in  vain. 
It  was  the  determination  of  the  miniftry  to  oppofe  any 
farther  inquiry  into  the  bulinefs  j  fo  that  his  motion 
was  rejefted,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  163 
to  89. 

This  debate  was  followed  by  another  on  the  ftate  of  Numbcr^f 
the  navy.  In  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the^c*™^^. 
fupply,  December  5,  Lord  Lilburne  ftated,  that  in 
the  prefcnt  polture  of  affairs,  the  greateft  exertions 
ought  to  be  made,  to  enable  his  Majefty  effectually 
to  oppofe  the  formidable  confederacy  with  which  he 
had  to  contend  :  it  was  for  this  reafon  he  intended  to 
move  for  the  greateil  number  of  fcaroen  that  had 
ever  been  applied  for  to  parliament.  Laft  year  the 
Houfe  had  voted  96,000  ;  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing 
year  he  intended  to  move  for  x 00,000  feamen  in- 
cluding 21,721  marines. 

In  confequence  of  this  motion,  a  debate  took  place 
on  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  in  which  it  was  ail'ertcd  on 
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CHAP,  ahe  part  of  adminifbration,  that  the  number  of  feacneii 
XXXIII.  ^ijgjj  aftually  employed  amounted  to  99,000 ;  that  the 
•^■JJ^  number  of  fliips  of  the  line  in  commiifion  was  9Z  fail, 
which  was  fix  lefs  than  we  pofTefiTed  twelve  months 
before;  that  this  diminution  was  occafioned  by  the 
lofs  of  fix  (hips  of  the  line  during  the  hurricanes,  and  by 
the  accidents  of  war ;  but  that  the  whole  naval  ibrength 
of  Great  Britain  amounted  to  40^  vefieb ;  and  that,  in 
the'courfe  of  the  year,  there  would  be  an  addition  of 
14  fail  of  the  line. 

Mr  Huffey,  member  for  New  Saurum,  moved  as  an 
amendment  to  Lord  Lifburne's  motion,  that  the  number 
of  feamen  voted  (houid  be  110,000,  inftead  of  100,000. 
He  urged  in  fupport  of  this  amendment,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  adminiAration  had  Ihewn,  from  year  to  year,  a 
criminal  inattention  refpefting  the  ftate  of  the  navy  ; 
and  that  their  partiality  for  the  army,  and  their  con- 
fequent  indifference  relative  to  the  eftablininent  of  a 
formidable  navy,  were  the  fources  of  thofe  calamities 
which  now  almoit  overwhelmed  the  Britifh  empire* 
From  the  mad  and  impotent  defire,  from  the  baneful 
plans  and  injudicious  ftrugglefe  to  coerce  America,  had 
arifen  the  preference  given  to  the  army  over  the  navy, 
which  at  all  preceding  periods  had  been  the  great  de- 
fence and  glory  of  this  iiland. 

It  was  aUerted  on  behalf  of  adminiftration,  that  the 
propofed  amendment  was  neceflary,  becaufe  the  admi- 
ralty now  aftually  employed  every  feaman  whom  they 
could  poflibly  procure  ;  that  the  Admiralty  and  Navy 
Boards  had  recurred  to  every  pofiible  exertion  for 
ftrengthening  and  augmenting  the  marine ;  and  that, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  it  would  be  more 
numerous  and  powerful  than  it  was  at  prefent'.  The 
Houfe  at  length  divided  on  Mr  Hufley's  amendment, 
which  was  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  143  to  77 ;  after 
which,  the  original  motion  propofed  by  Lord  Lif- 
burne  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  voting  the  army  fupplies, 
December  12,  the  Houfe  was  early  and  uncommonly 
crowded.    The  difficulty  with  which  it  was  forefeen 
air  James  ^^^  minider  would  be  brought  to  difclofe  the  intentions 
jLowther's  of  government,  and  the  dexterity  he  had  already  ih^wn 
"^^ft^h"  ^"  evading  the  queftions  with  which  he  had  been  prelP 
Americaa  ^^  ^^  ^^*^  fubjeft,  induced  the  Oppofition   to  bring 
war.         forward  a  motion,  which,  though  it  ihould  fail  in  its 
intended  eSe^^  of  forcing  from  him  any  binding  de- 
claration, might  at  leaft  ferve  to  difcover  the  number 
of  thofe  in  the  Houfe  who,  without  refpeA  to  their 
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general  political  fentiments,  agreed  •  in  opinion  ivith  G  H  a  p 
them  upon  the  prolecution  of  the  war.  ^    \^vxJ 

As  the  objc^  of  this  meafurc  was  to  form  a  coalU  i^g^. 
tk>n  from  all  parties,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  obliging  the 
crown  to  piit  an  end  to  an  attempt  at  once  ruinous  and 
impra6licable,the  motion  was  in  terms  the  moft  cool  and 
temperate.  It  was,  "to  declare,  that  the  wan  carried 
on  hi  the  colonies  and  plantations  of  North  America, 
had  been  inefiet^ual  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  had 
been  undertaken,  of  affording  prote<^ion  to  his  Majef* 
ty^s  loyal  fubjeds  there,  and  of  defeating  the  hoihle 
intentions  of  our  confederated  enemies.  And,  fe- 
condly,  "  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  that 
all  farther  attempts  to  reduce  the  Americans  to  obedi- 
ence by  force,  would  be  ineffef^ual,  and  injurious  to 
the  true  interefts  of  this  country,  by  weakening  her 
powers  to  refift  her  ancient  and  confederated  enemies," 

The  motion  was  fecondcd  by  Mr  Powis.  He  faid, 
that  the  vote  of  that  day.muft  either  accelerate  the 
ruin  of  Great  Britain,  or  prove  the  inftrument  of  rc- 
Aoring  it  to  its  habitual  luftre,  to  all  its  former  pow- 
er, and  to  the  plenitude  of  happinefs  and  honour. 
A  variety  of  pretexts,  infidioufly  advanced  by  the 
miniftry,  and  too  creduloufly  received  by  the  majority 
of  that  Houfe,  had  feduced  them,  from  one  feilion  to 
another,  to  move  with  fatal  fteps  along  the  path  to  na- 
tional deifarudion.  They  had  perfevered  in  the  Ame* 
rican  war  againil  the  voice  of  reafon  and  of  wifdom  ; 
againft  that  experience  which  ought  to  have  taught 
them,  and  that  calamity  which  ought  to  have  made 
them  feel :  That  war  was  the  idol  of  his  Majefty's  mi- 
nifters,  to  which  they  had  facrificed  the  intereits  of  the  . 
empire,  and  almoft  half  its  territories.  They  had  bow- 
ed before  it  themfelves,  and  had  made  the  nation  bow. 
They  had  afferted,  that  the  public  refources  were  not 
exhaufted ;  and  they  had  made  this  alTertion,  becaufe 
they  thenifelves  found  no  diminution  of  income.  Their 
annual  incomes  arofe  out  of  the  public  purfe;  and  in- 
flead  of  diuiinifhing,  they  increafed  with  the  misfor- 
tunes and  with  the  impoverifhmcnt  of  the  country. 
The  American  war,  in  which  the  minirtry  fo  madly 
perfifted,  had  been  a  war  of  deluilon  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end.  '  Every  promife  had  l)een  broken, 
every  aflertion  had  been  falfified,  every  objeft  had 
been  completely  given  up.  But  it  was  time  to  put 
an* end  to  thefe  delufions  ;  the  period  was  cortie,  when 
it  was  indifpenfably  neceffary  that  the  Parliament 
fliould  interfere,  in    order   to  avert  thap  ruin  mtk 
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CHAP,  which  this  unhappy  country  was  fo  immedifttety  threat* 

l^^^^a^  cnei 
i7gu  As  Ibon  as  he  fat  down.  Lord  North  arofe,  ima- 
gining, he  faid,  that  the  Houfe  were  in  immediate 
expe^ation  of  hearing  his  opinion,  and  fenliUe  that 
che  fooner  it  was  given,  they  would  be  able,  with 
the  greater  facility  and  precilion,  to  form  a  proper 
judgment  on  the  two  prc^ofitions  that  had  been  of* 
fered  to  their  confideration.  To  the  motion,  he  faid, 
he  had  great  and  weighty  objedions ;  but  before  he 
ftated  them  to  the  Houfe,  he  felt  himfelf  bound  eipe« 
ciaily  after  what  had  pailed  on  another  occa(i<m,  to 
fpeak  much  more  explicitly  than  what  was  his  ufual 
cuAom,  and  indeed,  than  was  wife  and  politic  for  a 
man  in  a  high  and  refponfible  office  to  do,  coacem- 
ing  the  future  mode  of  profecuting  the  war.  He  then 
declared,  that  his  Majefty's  fervants  had  come  to  a 
determination,  that  the  mode  of  profecuting  hoi^ili- 
ties  internally  on  the  continent  of  America  ihould  no 
longer  be  followed;  but  that  the  form  of  the  war 
jhould  undergo  a  total  change.— -This  declaration,  be 
(aid,  he  ihould  not  have  thought  himfelf  warranted 
in  duty  to  make,  had  not  the  eftimates  of  the  army, 
then  on  the  table,  declared  nearly  as  much.  By  thofe 
eftimates,  the  Houfe  would  fee,  that  Government  had 
not  provided  itfelf  with  die  means  of  carrying  on  the 
war  in  the  manner  it  had  hitherto  been  conducted  $ 
and,  therefore,  the  Houfe  could  not  require  a  forer 
pledge  of  the  future  intentions  of  adminiAration.  Ha- 
ving made  this  declaration,  his  LordHiip  ftated  the  ob- 
jedions  to  which  he  conceived  the  motion  before  the 
Houfe  was  liable.  He  infifted  on  its  impolicy,  as  it 
pointed  out  to  the  enemy  what  was  to  be  the  future 
fyftem  of  the  war,  and  confequently  direded  them 
•where  to  prepare  for  defence,  or  to  plan  their  at- 
tacks, with  the  greateft  advantage.  He  objeded  to 
the  loofe  and  general  terms  in  which  it  was  expref* 
fed.  The  motion  declared,  that  all  farther  attempts 
to  reduce  the  Americans  to  obedience  by  force,  would 
be  ineife^ual  and  injurious.  The  government  of  this 
country  then  was  to  have  its  hands  tied  up  by  fea  and 
land.<7>^Great  Britain  muft  not  retain  any  pofts  in  the 
colontiJL  for  that  would  be^c^nHdered  as  one  mode 
of  acteinpting  to  reduce  the  Americans  to  obedience 
by  force.  But  was  it  not  manifeft,  that  there  might 
he  a  neceflity  of  retaining  certain  po(h  in  America^ 
for  the  convenience  even  of  carrying  on  the  war 
tgainft  France  and  Spain  ?  H^  lordihip  added,  that 
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tlimigli  he  totally  difapproved  of  the  motion  propofed  C  H  a  P^ 
by  the  Hon.  Baronet,  yet  he  was  willing  to  declare  it  y^']^* 
to  be  hi«  opinion,  that  it  would  not  be  wife  nor  right  ^^)^^ 
to  goon  with  the  American  war  as  we  h^d  hitherto 
done;  tlbc  is,  co  fend  armies  to  traverfe  from  the 
foath  to  the  north  of  the  provinces  in  their  interior 
parts,  as  had  been  done  in  a  late  cafe,  and  which  had 
failed  of  producing  the  intended  and  the  defired  e£- 
fea. 

The  motion  was  fupportcd  by  Gen.  Burgoyne^  who 
cbferved,  that  declaring  a  delign  of  maintaining  pufts 
in  America,  of  the  nature  of  New  York,  was  deckn 
ring  a  defign  of  offenfive  war ;  and  that  fuch  a  main* 
tenance  of  pofts  would  prove  an  improvident  and  a 
prepofteroQS  war.  The  great,  if  not  the  only  purpofe 
of  keeping  places  of  arms  upon  an  enemy's  coaft^  and 
efpecially  upon  a  continent,  muft  be  for  offenfive  war* 
Boc  New  York,  as  a  place  of  arms,  could  anfwer  no 
poffible  purpofe  but  to  feed  an  impradicable  war^  to 
become  a  neft*egg  for  more  millions  in  the  extraor'* 
dinaries  of  the  army,  and  to  multiply  that  fyftem  of 
conu-a&s,  loans,  and  influence,  which,  after  having 
operated  to  the  lo&  of  every  dependence  of  the  coun- 
try, was  ready  to  give  the  final  blow  to  the  laft  re^ 
main  of  property  and  liberty  in  the  country  itfelf, 
The  General  added,  that  he  had  not  hitherto  touched 
tipon  the  principle  of  tiie  American  war.  The  im- 
pradicability  of  it  was  a  fufficient  juftification  for  fup* 
porting  the  prefcnt  motion*  But  he  was  now  con* 
vinced,  that  the  principle  of  the  American  war  waf 
wrong,  tho'  he  had  not  been  of  that  opinion  when  he 
formerly  engaged  in  the  fervice  in  America.  He  wa* 
likewife  now  convinced,  upon  comparing  the  conduA 
of  the  miniRry,  as  time  had  developed  their  fy ilem^ 
that  the  American  war  formed  ofily  a  part  of  a  general 
deiign  levelled  againft  the  coni^itution  of  this  country, 
and  the  general  rights  of  mankind. 

Colonel  Barre  faid,  the  arguments  ufed  on  tbeo* 
Cher  (ide  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  eAimates,  were  delu-* 
five  and  impoiing.  The  estimates  for  the  plantations  were 
for  6000  odd  hundreds  fewer  foldiersthan  for  the  laft 
year ;  but  then  the  numbers  for  garrifons  were  iQ,ooa 
more,  and  for  the  Eaft  Indies  about  9000.  Now,  as 
idle  executive  power  have  an  undoubted  right  to  ordei*^ 
the  forces  wherever  they  think  proper,  there  was  no 
fecurity  that  the  American  war  Ihould  not  be  carried  on 
to  the  full  extent  that  it  had  been  for  years  paft,  with* 
«ttt  fuch  a  refolution  as  bad  been  propofed*    The  tlU* 
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x^  t  ^'  mates  were  moft  fcandaloiis :  They  gave  us  an  army  cm 
^^^^^ijj  paper,  the  half  of  which  wc  had  never  been  able  to 
J78I.     iind  in  aftual  fcrvicc  ;  nay,  it  never  had  exifted  ;  and 
tho'  millions  upon  millions  had  been  voted  for  thoiie  foU 
diers  on  paper,  thofe  non-entities,  yet  no  account  had 
ever  been  given  of  the  expenditure.     The  nation,  laid 
he,  Aiould  endeavour  to  cheriih  and  unite  all  that  re- 
mained of  our  empire.     The  people*  of  Ireland,  that 
glorious  people  he  niuft  call  then?^  who  had  fo  nobly 
armed  in  their  own  defence,  ought  to  be  taken  into  our 
bofoui,  and  all  their  grievances  redreffed.     They  had 
pointed  out  to  us  what  we  ought  to  do.    Every  man  in 
the  nation  ought  to  be  in  arms ;  and  then  all  hirelings;^ 
whether  foldiers  or  feamen,  ihould  be  fenc  on  board 
our  fleets,  where  they  ought  to  be,  in  order  to  reAore  the 
honour  of  their  country's  dag,  or,  like  true  Engliihmen, 
feek  a  grave  in  that  element  which  ufed  to  be  the  thea* 
tre  of  their  glory.    The  cabinet  ihould  be  thrown  open, 
and  men  of  all  parties  (hould  be  called  to  it  ;  not  upon 
a  narrow  change  of  fyltem,  but^upon  a  liberal  plan, 
'   looking  out  for  the  men  beft  qualified  to  ferve  this  coun<- 
try  ;  like  Lord  Chatham,  who,  by  a  coalition  of  all  the 
greateft  men  in  the  iVate,  deftroyed  fadion,  and,  ftand* 
ingon  the  bads  of  a  great  and  glorious  unanimity,  ihook 
the  world  around. 

Mr  Fox  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  motion  ;  and  predTed 
the  Houfe  not  to  depend  on  the  pare  of  a  fpeech  of  a. 
minifter,  but  to  pin  the  noble  lord  down  to  a  refolution. 
'  The  Lord  Advocate  declared  he  ihould  have  voted 
againil  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  had  be  not 
explicitly  declared  the  intention  of  government  to  alter 
the  mode  of  the  war  entirely.  The  JLord  Advocate 
openly  avowed  to  the  Houfe,  that  bis  fenttments  reC- 
peding  the  war  had  been  very  different  formerly,  but 
declared^  that  fatal  experience  had  convinced  him  of  its 
impradicability,  unle&  the  mode  of  condu&ing  it  was 
>vholiy  changed. 

Lord  George  Germain  fald,  as  he  confidered  the 
motion  as  amounting  to  a  refolution  to  abandon  the 
American  war  altogether,  he  made  no  fcruple  to  avow, 
that  if  the  Houfe  came  into  it,  he  would  immediately 
retire ;  for,  be  the  confequence  what  it  might,  he 
never  would  be  the  miniiier.  to  fign  any  Inltrument 
which  gave  independence  to  America,  beeaufe  he  was 
determined  from  principle  to  leave  the  people  their 
country — (Mr  Byng  faid  haftily  acrofs  the  Houfe, 
You'ii  leave  us  no  vtutntry.)  Lord  George  complained 
of  the  interruption^  and  faid^  ^^  If  the  Hon.  Gentle-* 
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man  thinks  himfelf  warranted  fo  to  do,  let  him  iiri-CHA  P. 
peach  me  !  I  am  not  confcious  of  having  ever  inten-  ^^^^^^ 
tionally,  in  any.  one  inftance,  done"  wrong  lince   I     ^yg^^ 
have  held  my  litnation  ;  but  I  wifii  racft  heartily,  that 
if  a  change  of  miniiters  is  aimed  at,  and  thought  ne-       ^ 
ceffary,  it  may  be  done  in  the  true  conftitutional  way* 
Don't  call  the  people  together  without  doors,  and  tell 
them,  that  mintj^ers  ought  to  be  changed  ;  but  let  this 
Houfe,  with  the  dignity  becomin:^  its  charader  and 
its  true  importance,  adopt  at  once  the  conftitutional 
meafure. — Let  them  addrefs  the  throne  upon  it ;  and 
every  gentleman  prefent  knows  the  purpofe  cannot 
fail  of  being  anfwered," 

Several  other  members  fpoke ;  and  the  Houfe  ha- 
ving divided  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Sir  James 
Lowther's  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  220 
to  179. 

The  number  of  thofe  who  had  ufually  fupported 
the  minifter,'  but  who  voted  againft  him  on  the  pre- 
fent occaiion,  were  fuppofed  to  have  amounted  near- 
ly to  20.  Though  this  defedion  was  not  in  itfelf  of 
fufficient  magnitude  to  be  attended  with  any  imrne* 
diatc  bad  efteft  to  the  exigence  of  adminiftration,  yet 
pther  fymptoms  appeared,  which  Teemed  to  threaten  it 
with  the  moft  fatal  confequences.  The  total  wane  of 
union  and  concert  in  the  cabinet,  the  great  diverfity 
of  opinion  which  prevailed  amongft  the  fervants  of 
the  crown,  and  which  they  were  no  longer  able  to 
conceal,  occafioncd,*  among  It  all  defcriptions  of  people, 
a  very  great  and  univerfal  alarm. 

^  It  was  alfo  remarked  in  this  debate,  that  the  mem- 
bers who,  though  joined  to  the  great  body  of  the 
Whigs,  were  fuppofed  to  aft  more  imiifsdiately  in 
concurrence  with  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  exprefldd 
th^nfelves  upon  the  fubjcft  of  the  continuance  of  the 
war  in  America  with  great  caution  and  referve.  The 
queftion  of  independence  having  alfo  unavoidably  rifen 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  Mr  Dunning  declared  it  to 
be  his  opinion,  that  the  perfon  who  fliould  propofe  an 
avowal  of  it  in  favour  of  America,  would  be  guilty 
of  a  crime  little  fhort  of  high  treafon. 

-    The  late  hour  to  which  the  debate  on  the  12th  had  Army  efti« 
been  protrafted,  made  it  neceffary  to  defer  proceeding '^^^'^^ 
on  the  buiinefs  of  the  army  eftimates  till  the  follow- ^**^'  *^ 
ing  Friday,  when  the  fubjed  of  the  American   war 
underwent,  for  the  fourth  time  fince  the  beginning  erf 
the  fcfTion,  a  long  and  vehement  dilcuflion.       The     ? 
Secretary  at  War  ijaformed  the  Houfe,  that  the  whole 
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CHAP,  force  of  tlie  army,  incladtng  the  milttia  of  chfe  ktog^ 
J^^^^^JJ'dom,  required  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1782,  wouki 
,ygi.  amount  to  i86,2fto  men,  and  for  this  force  the  Par- 
liament had  to  provide.  The  fum  required  for  cbefe 
troops,  for  pay,  cloathing,  and  other  articles,  amount- 
ed to  4,220,000 1.  This  military  force  exceeded  that 
of  the  laft  year  by  4074  men  ;  and  the  ex  pence  was 
confequently  greater  by  29,067 1.  15  s.  This  tncreafe 
was  occafioned  by  the  greater  number  of  troops  al- 
ready fent,  or  then  going  to  the  £aft  Indies.  Bu% 
the  expence  of  thofe  troops  was^to  be  reimburfed  by 
the  Eail  India  Company. 

After  fome  farther  ftatcments  relative  to  the  military 
force  of  the  kingdom,  and  its  expence,  had  been  made 
by  the  Secretary  at  War,  Colonel  Barre  rofe  and  with 
great  vehemence  declared,  that  the  e(bmates  of  the 
army  which  were  laid  before  that  Houfe  were  fcanda* 
Ions  and  evafive.  There  were  a  much  greater  num- 
ber of  non-efFe£live  men  than  were  ftated  in  the  cfti* 
mates.  In  fa^,  they  amounted  to  a  fifth  part  of  the 
army.  The  Houfe  ihould  alfo  recoiled,  that  the  eKi- 
mates  lying  on  the  table  did  not  compofe  the  whole  of 
the  expences  of  the  afiny ;  for  extraordinaries  of  fe- 
vcral  millions  were  yet  to  come.  Neither  were  the 
men,  under  the  feveral  defcriptions  given  by  the  Sc^ 
cretary  at  War,  the  whole  number  of  military  force 
in  our  pay.  Other  troops  wer  employed  folely  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  minifler^  and  paid  irregularly  and 
unconAitutionally,  without  the  afient  or  knowledge  of 
the  Icgiflature.  Thefe  were  the  provincial  corps  in 
America,  amounting  to  9000  men  in  aAual  fervice, 
the  ftatement  of  which  force,  though  it  had  been  call- 
ed for  frou?  year  to  year,  was  never  brought  into  the 
eftimates.  But  it  was  the  duty  of  that  Houfe  peremp- 
torily to  indfty  that  the  eftimates  of  the  provincials 
ihould  be  laid  upon  the  table,  with  thofe  of  other  re- 
giments in  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty.  The  precedent 
was  alarming  to  the  extreme ;  and  he  ihould  always 
reprobate  the  levying  of  an  army  by  modes  fo  roanifeit- 
iy  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution. 

Mr  HufTey  objeded  particularly  to  the  independent 
companies.  The  meafure,  though  it  might  be  ceconc- 
mical,  impeded  the  preferment  of  meritorious  officers. 

Mr  Fox  maintained,  that  minifters  were  ilill  out  of 
their  fenfes ;  and  no  two  of  them  thought  alike ;  c^ 
rather  that,  fpeaking  different  opinions,  they  ftill  were 
of  one  mind ; — and  that  was,  for  carrying  on  the 
American  war.      One  Noble  I^ord  had  fpoken  oat* 


GEORGE    IIL  399 

The  other  pretended,  that  the  war,  as  lately  carried  C  hap. 
on,  was  renounced ;  but  this  meant  nothing  I  or,  if  ^^^"'» 
any  thing,  it  meant  that  the  war  ihouldbe  puriued.  He  ^^{^ 
recoiled ed  very  well,  that  the  noble  Lord  In  the  blue 
ribbon  being  aiked  four  years  ago,  if  he  meant  (till  to 
carry  on  the  war  ?  replied,  ^^  Not  in  the  fame  manner; 
we  muft  contra^  the  fcale,  and  purfue  it  on  narrower 
grounds/'     This  was  exadly  the  prefent  language  of 
the  noble  Lord  i  ^^  he  will  not  carry  it  on  in  uie  fame 
manner  as  he  did  under  Lord  Cornwallis."    He  re* 
Dounced  the  war  in  the  fame  language  four  years  ago, 
but  had  continued  to  carry  it  on  :  his  language  was  iiill 
the  fame ;  and  the  fame  confequences  would  probably, 
enfue. 

Lord  North  rofe  to  explain  himfelf,  and  faid  juft 
what  he  faid  on  Wednefday,  that  he  renounced  an  in- 
land continental  war  in  America,  and  that  all  the  war 
he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  wage,  would  be  in 
defence  of  our  polts  there,  which  it  was  by  no  mean« 
his  wifh  to  give  up. 

General  Conway  could  not  comprehend  the  meaning 
of  the  noble  Lord's  declaration  ;  he  was  not  in  the  leait 
iatisfied  ;  he  wiihed  the  American  >yar  to  be  abandoned 
altogether  ;  he  would  even  fubmit  to  the  independence 
of  America.  Speaking  of  the  capitulation  of  York- 
town,  he  faid,  the  article  by  which  Lord  Cornwallis 
gave  up  to  halters  (he  companions  of  his  arms,  was  a 
Aain  never  to  be  worn  out ;  an  ad  unparallelled  in  the 
annals  of  the  world  :  the  poor  Americans,  who  had 
fought  and  bled  for  us,  had  been  delivered  up  to  gibbets 
and  executioners.  He  knew  the  gallantry  and  huma* 
nity  of  Lord  Cornwallis  too  well  not  to  be  convinced, . 
that  if  his  men  had  not  refufed  to  iland  by  him  in  the 
generous  refolution,  he  would  have  perlihed  fighting, 
iooner  than  capitulate  upon  terms  which,  if  he  was  not 
excufed  by  extreme  neceiFity,  would  have  damned  his 
reputation. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  even  the  Paymafter 
of  the  Forces  (Mr  Rigby )  declared  his  conviction  of  the 
total  impradicability  of  fubduing  the  Americans  by 
force. 

Sir  George  Saville  whimfically  compared  the  miniders 
refolving  not  to  carry  on  the  war  in  the  fame  manner  as 
ufnal,  to  the  Lacedomonian,  who  in  a  fight  laying  hold 
of  an  enemy's  galley,  had  his  hand  cut  off;  he  feized  it 
then  wirh  his  other  hand,  which  was  alfo  cut  oiF.  His 
friend  then  faid,  ^^  Sure  you  will  not  lay  hold  of  the 
galley  any  more  !"  *'  No,"  replied  he,  *'  not  the  fame 
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CHAP,  way."    But  he  caught  a  part  of  the  galley  between  loa$ 
^^^"^"'"  teeth,  and  held  till  his  head  was  ftruck  ofF.     Minifters, 
'^^g^  he  feared,  would  ihew  us  the  fecond  fcene  of  the  fame 
tragedy  in  America. 

Upon  a  divifion,  thequeftion  was  carried  in  favour  of 
Miniftry  by  i66  to  84.     The  Secretary  at  War  then 
moved  all  his  refolutions  for  the  army,  wHch  were 
agreed  to  without  ajiy  further  oppofition. 
of  prilbn-       ^"  ^^^  ^7^^  ^^  (^n\e  month,  a  motion,  was  made  by 
en,  Mr  Burke  concerning  abufes  relative  to  the  exchange 

of  prifoners  with  America,  in  which  General  Bur- 
goyne's  cafe,  as  well,  as  that  of  Mr  Laurens,  late  Preli- 
dent  of  the  American  Congrefs,  was  particularly  con- 
fidered,  and  an  exchange  of  the  on^  for  the  other  pro- 
pofed,  in  confequcnce  of  a  letter  from  Dr  Franklin  em- 
powering him  to  make  the  proportion.  He  alfo  propo- 
fed  a  bill  for  regulating  exchanges  of  prifoners  ;  Hut 
the  admilTion  of  Mr  Laurens  foou  after  to  bail,  and  the 
exchange  of  General  Burgoyne,  rendered  the  intro- 
<Jti6tion  of  this  regulation  bill  altogether  needlefs. 
Poftpmi.  '^  ^^^  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  ordinary  budnefs  of 
ing  land  government  was  fufFered  to  proceed  without  any  oppo- 
andmait  lition  till  the  day  appointed  for  paffing  the  malt  and 
tftz,  bills,  land-tax  bills,  Dec.  19.  when  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham moved,  that  the  third  reading  of  the  bills  (hould 
be  deferred  till  the  firft  Wednefday  after  the  rccefs. 
He  prefaced  this  motion  by  declaring,  that  a  recent 
public  calamity,  the  retreat  of  the. fleet  under  Admiral 
Kempenfelt,  had  brought  him  down  that  day  to  the 
houfe;  that  he  came  without  confultation  with  any 
perfon ,  whatever,  and  with  the  expe<^ation  that  he 
fliould  probably  not  meet  with  a  fmgle  peer  who 
would  unite  in  Opinion  with  him;  but  that  he  was 
neither  to  be  deterred  from  the  faithful  difcharge  of 
his  duty  by  fuperiority  of  numbers,  nor  diiheartened 
by  the  thin  attendance  of  his  friends.  He  then  emter- 
cd  into  a  concife  but  comprehen five  detail  of  the  ftate 
of  the  nation,  and  urged  from  thence  the  neceflity  of 
coming  to  fomc  immediate  and  decifive  meafures,  for 
faving  what  remained  of  the  empire  from  the  irretriev- 
able ruin,  towards  which  it  was  rapidly  verging. 

After  a  fneech  of  confiderable  length,  which  was 
deiivered  with  an  unufual  exertion  of  voice,  and  a 
flow  of  genuine  eloquence,  he  concluded  with  calling 
on  the  noble  lords  prefent,  to  join  him  in  delaying  for 
a  few  days  the  granting  of  the  propofed  fupplies,  in 
order  that  in  a  fuller  alfembly,  and  after  a  more  ma- 
ture deliberation,  they  might  be  bett.er  able  to  judge 
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ho'^  far  it  was  prudent  to  entruft  any  longer  the  ex-  CHAP, 
benditure  of  the  public  money  to  perfons,  whofe  grofs  ^^"y, 
mifjonduA  was  every  day  the  caufe  of  accumulating  ,  g^^  " 
misfortunes  on  the  country. 

Lords  Storraont,  Weflmorland,  and  Sandwich,  fpoke 
againd  the  Marquis's  amendment ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Chandos  and  Lord  Ched worth  for  it ;  but  it  was  ne- 
gatived without  a  divilion,  and  the  main  queftion  af- 
terwards agreed  to.     The  Houfe  next  day  adjourned.  A^JJo^i™- 

A  debate  upon  the  fame  fubjedl  took  place  in  the"* 
Houfe  of  Commons,  December  20.  Upon  a  motioa 
being  made  to  adjourn,  Mr  Byng  propofed  an  in- 
quiry into  the  condud:  of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admi-  . 
ralty  ;  but,  after  a  long  debate,  it  ihared  the  fame  fate 
witn  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham's  motion  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers.  After  which  the  Houfe  adjourned  to 
January  ar. 

The  firil  debate  of  any  confequence   which  took     1782. 
place  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  afcer  the  Chriftpas  ^*' .^<^*'* 
recefs,  was  occafioned  by  a  motion  niade  J^y^Mi-^x,  "^c^^^^^^ 
on  the  23d  of  January  1782,  ^^  That  ic  fliould  be  re-offucccft 
ferred  to  a  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of^yfca. 
the  want  of  fuccefs  of  his  Mjjeity's  naval  force*  during 
the  war,  and   more  particularly  in  the  year   1781.'* 
In  fupport  of  this  motion,  it  was  urged  by  that  gen- 
tleman, that  the   meafures  of  the  FIrft  Lord  of  the' 
Admiralty  had  been,  in  almoft  every  particular,  liable 
to  the  charge  of  either  negledt,  ignorance,  or  want  of 
policy.     Our  naval  armaments  were  always  too  late 
for  the  purpofes  they  were  intended  to  fcrve ;  and  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich   had   uniformly  neglecfted  to  fend 
fleets,  at  the  opening  of  the  feveral  campaigns,  to  pre- 
vent the  jundion  of  the  French   and  Spani(h  fqua- 
drons ;  nor  had  he,  at  the  conclufion  of  thofc  cam-  > 

paigns,  made  any  attempts  to  attack  or  to  annoy  their 
feparated  force.  The  confederated  fleets,  amounting 
to  fixty  fail  of  the  line,  under  the  Count  d'Orvilliers, 
had  appeared  in  the  Channel,  with  every  mark  of 
triumph,  for  two  campaigns,  not  only  un refuted,  but 
even  ihunned  by  our  naval  armaments.  The  Cheva- 
lier de  Temay  had  alfo  been  fuflered  to  proceed  un- 
molefled  with  his  ihips  to  America,  when  he  tranfport- 
cd  thither  thofe  French  troops  which  afterwards  fcr- 
ved  under  General  Wafliington,  and  afliiled  m  the 
Capture  of  Lord  Cornwaliis  and  his  army.  Captaior 
M!outray,  and  the  large  fleet  of  Eaft  and  Welt  In- 
diamen  undef  his  convoy,  had  been  betrayed  into  rhe 
hands  of  the  enemy,  by  being  direded  to  repair  c» 
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C  H  A  V.  Madeira  ;  whcrebv  they  were  of  neceffity  obliged  M 
^V\^  proceed  in  that  traft  which  could  not  fail  to  condud 
^Tj^  them  to  the  naval  armaments  of  the  enemy.       In- 
deed, the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had  afted  uni- 
formly as  the  ally  and  fervant  of  the  houfe   of  Bour- 
bon ;  and  fo  had  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  minifters ; 
without  whofe  aid,  the  wifdom  of  a  Franklin,  the  va- 
lour and  the  prudence  ef  a  Maurepas,  the  vigilance 
.  of  a  Sartine,  the  craft  of  a  De  Caiitres,  the  policy  of 
America,  and  all  the  vigour  and  refourccs  of  France 
and  Spain,  though  doubly  formidable  from  their  con- 
federacy with  Holland,  could  never  have  atuined  the 
power  of  overwhelming  our  once  invincible  dominions 
with  fo  much  difgrace  and  calamity. 

The  conduft  of  Lord  Sandwich  was  very  warmly 
defended  by  Lords  Mulgrave,  North,  Nugent,  Cajn 
tain  Luttrel,  and  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  the 
firft  of  whom  fpoke  at  great  length  ;  and  the  motion 
was  fupported  by  Lord  Howe,  General  Conway,  Sir 
Horace  Mann,  Mr  William  Pitt,  and  Mr  Webb. 
After  a  long  debate,  the  Committee  divided,  when  there 
appeared  for  Mr  Fox's  motion,  183;  againft  it,  ±05. 
Lord  Geo.  W  hilft  the  conduft  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
Gcritiam'i  was  undergoing  this  fevere  fcrutiny  in  the  Houfe  of 
peerage.  Commons,  a  more  perfonal  attack  was  made  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  upon  another  of  his  Majefty's  minifters.  A 
ftrong  report  had  for  fome  days paft  prevailed,  that  ia 
confequence,  as  was  generally  luppofed,  of  fome  differ- 
ence in  opinion  with  the  reft  of  tbe  cabinet,  rela- 
tive to  the  change  of  meafures,  which  the  court 
found  itfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  adopting,  with  rcfpcft 
to  the  American  war,  the  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the 
plantations  was  to  refign  his  employment,  and,  as  a 
mark  of  the  royal  approbation  of  his  minifterial  conduct, 
to  be  advanced  to  the  peerage. 

On  the  ground  of  this  report,  the  Marquis  of  Car- 
marthen, on  the  eighth  of  P'ebruary ,  after  a  ihort  fpeech, 
in  which  he  endeavoured  to  obviate  the  objections  to 
which  he  forefaw  his  motion  would  be  liable,  from  its 
appearing  to  trench  on  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
and  to  clear  himfelf  from  the  imputation  of  ailing  on 
any  political,  or  from  any  perfonal  or  invidious  motive 
whatever,  moved  the  following  refolution  : — ^^^  That 
it  is  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  this  houfe,  that  any 
pcrfon  labouring  under  the  cenfure  of  a  court-martial 
for  difobedience  of  orders,  and  l^ared  unfit  to  ferve 
his  Majetty  in  any  military  capacity  whatfoever,  which 
fentence  his  Majefty  was  pleafcd  to  confirm,  ihould  U 
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recommended  to  the  crown,  to  be  raifed  to  the  dignity  chap. 
of  a  peerage."  ^^^i^^* 

After  a  warm  debate,  the  motion  was  rejcfted,  by  the     ,^3^, 
queftion  for  adjournment  being  carried,  uponadivifion, 
by  a  majority  of  75  to  28. 

Such,  however,  was  the  deteftation  of  miniftry,  and 
the  averlion  fliown  to  the  promoting  Lord  George  Ger- 
main to  the  dignity  of  peerage,  that,  on  the  i8ch,  after 
his  aAual  inveftiture,  and  when  he  had  taken  his,  feat 
in  the  houfe  under  the  title  of  Lord  Vifcouut  Sackville, 
a  fecond  debate  enfued  relative  to  the  difhonour  the 
Peers  had  fuftained  by  his  admiffion  into  their  houfe. 
The  motion  on  this  occadon  was  brought  forward  by 
the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  and  exprefled  nearly  in  the 
fame  words  with  the  former.  The  Marquis  urged,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Peers  being  a  court  of  honour,  it  behoved 
them  moil  carefully  to  preferve  that  honour  unconta- 
minated,  and  to  endeavour  to  mark  out,  as  forcibly  as 
pofiible,  the  difapprobatlon  which  they  felt  at  receiving 
into  their  aflembly,  as  a  brother  peer,  a  perfon  ftigma- 
tized  in  the  orderly  books  of  every  regiment  in  the 
fcrvice. 

The  earl  of  Abingdon  obferved,  that  he  could  not 
help  conceiving,  that  although  there  was  not  a  right 
of  election,  there  was  and  muft  be  a  right  of  exclufion 
veAed  in  that  houfe,  when  the  admiilion  of  any  peer 
happened  to  be  againft  the  fenfe  of  their  lordihips. 
His  judgment  of  this  arofe  not  only  from  the  idea, 
that  the  houfe  was  poffefled  of  original  rights,  as  in- 
dependent of  the  crown  as  of  the  people ;  but  from 
the  circumilance  of  that  houfe  being  the  hereditary 
counfellors  of  the  crown,  againft  the  fenfe  of  whom, 
he  held,  the  crown  could  not  of  right  exert  itfelf. 

Lord  Sackville  ftood  forward  the  firit  in  his  own  de- 
fence. To  beftow  honours,  he  faid,  was  the  peculiar 
and  indifputabie  prerogative  of  the  crown,  where  the 
perfons  ujx)n  whom  thofe  honours  were  beftowed, 
were  competent  to  receive  them.  Would  any  noble 
lord  venture  to  maintain,  that  the  fentence  of  a  court- 
martial  could  amount  to  a  legal  difqualification  from 
icquiringany  civil  capacity  whatever?  This  would  be 
to  make  the  fword  fuperior  to  the  law,  and  military 
rule  to  fuperfede  the  civil  jurifdidtipn.  His  lordfcip  re- 
minded  the  houfe,  that  the  fentence  referred  to  in  the 
motion  had  paiTed  three-and-twcnty  years  a^o,  under 
circumftances  not  ^ery  favourable  to  the  impartiality 
or  the  equity  of  the  court  that  fat  upon  him.  As  a 
proof  of  the  jult  opinion  that  was  eutertained  of  the 
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CHAP,  violence  of  the  proceedings  agaiaft  him,  he  had  been 
^^J^^SiJ\  brought  into  office  five  years  afterwards,  and  called  tq 
X782.  the  privy  council.  This  he  confidered  as  a  virtual  re* 
peal  of  the  fentcnce  of  the  court-martial.  And  woulci 
their  lordlhips,  under  fuch  circumftanccs,  at  this  diftance 
of  time,  ^nd  without  having  the  whole  of  the  cafe  before 
them,  proceed  to  annex  to  the  judgment  of  a  military  i 
court,  the  fevereft  cenfure  of  a  civil  court  of  judica- 
ture ? 

Lord  Walfingham  contended,  that  there  was  no  in- 
ftance  upon  record  in  which  that  houfe  had  interpofed 
to  reftrain  the  cxercife  of  the  royal  prerogative  in  the 
exclufivc  right  of  creating  peers.  He  inftanced  the 
examples  of  Lord  Bacon  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who 
had  each  been  con v idled  of  civil  crimes,  and  yet  had 
been  fubfequently  called  to  a  feat  in  that  afTembly. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  obferved,  that,  from  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  to  the  time  of  Henry  VHI.  it  was 
exprefsly  ftated,  in  every  new  patent  of  the  creation 
of  a  peer,  that  fuch  creation  was  made  'with  the  cmfent 
(^parliament;  nor  did  a  tingle  Lnftance  occur,  during 
the  whole  of  this  period,  of  any  title  being  grante(4 
without  the  particular  acquiefcence  of  the  houfe  of 
lordsi  The  duke  then  adverted  to  the  circumftances 
^hich  attended  the  behaviour  of  Lord  Sackville  at  the 
battle  of  Minden,  an  adlion  in  which  his  Grace  was 
himfelf  prefent.  He  faid,  he  could  with  much  facility 
have  folved  what  all  the  witnefles  were  not  able  pofi- 
tively  to  determine.  If,  as  he  was  fuminoned  to  appear 
upon  the  trial,  his  depofition  had  been  called  for, he  could 
liave  proved^  becaufe  he  held  all  the  while  his  watch 
within  his  hand,  and  feldom  ceafed  to  look  at  it,  that 
the  time  loit  when^he  noble  Vifcount  delayed  to  ad- 
vance, under  pretence  that,  receiving  fuch  contra- 
diftory  orders,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  difcover 
whether  he  ought  to  advance  with  the  'whde  cavalry, 
or  only  with  the  Briti/h  cavalry,  was  one  hour  and  a 
'half^  though  the  whole  diiknce  was  only  one  mile  and 
a  quarter.        ' 

Lord  Stormont  maintained,  that  there  was  no  con- 
troul  of  the  king's  prerogative  in  the  creation  of  peei^ 
but  legal  difability. 

To  which  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  replied,  that 
if  this  was  the  only  rule  and  guide  of  the  prerogative, 
ho  objection  could  be  made  againft  the  king's  chimney- 
fweep  being  created  a* peer. 

*    The  Marquis's  motion  was  alfo  vigoroufly  fupported 
by  the  Earl  of  Derby  and  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
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fjOLxn  :   but  was  oppofed   by  Lord  Walfingham,    the  CHAP. 

*Earl  of  Denbigh,  Duke  of  Grafton,    and  the  Lord  '^^^1^ 

Ch..ncellor.     It  was  however,  rejefted,  by  a  majority     i^g^^, 

of  93  againft  28.     But  a  proteft  was  entered,  ligned 

by  nine  peers,  in  which  the  fentence,  and  the  public 

orders,    were  particularly  ftated,  and  in  which  they 

declared,  that  they  ^^  could  not  look  upon  the  raifing 

**  to   the  peerage  a  perfon  fo  circumftanced,  in  any 

^^  other  light,  than  as  a  nieafure  fatal  to  the  intereits, 

V  as  well  as  to  the  glory  of  the  crown,  and  to  the 

^*  dignity  of  that  houfe,  infultine  to  the  memory  of 

**  the  late  fovercign,  and  likewile  to  every  furviving 

*^  branch  of  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Brunfwick ;  rc- 

**  pugnant  to  every  principle  of  military   difcipline, 

'^  and  diredly  contrary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  ho* 

^^  nour  of  that  houfe,  and  to  that  honour  which  has 

**  for  ages  been  the  glorious  charaAeridic  of  the  Britifh 

^^  nation,  and  which,  as  far  as  could  depend  on  them^ 

^*  they  found  themfelves  called  upon,    not  more  by 

'^  duty  than  inclination,  tp  tranfmit  pure  and  unful- 

**  lied  to  pofterity." 

The  appointment  of  Mr  Welbore  Ellis  to  the  office  ccn-  Con- 
of   fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  plantation  dep^rtn^ent,  way's  mo- 
vacant  by  the  refignation  of  Lord  Vifcount  §ackviUe,  *'??  ^*^'*  *" 
and  of  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to  fuc-  gaijft  th^ 
ceed  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in  North  Amehcan 
America,  having  occafioned  a  general  alarm  amongft^^"^* 
^hoie  who  were  perfuaded  that  there  ftill  exifted  a  le* 
citrt  and  obitinate  attachment  in  the  court  to  the  pro- 
fecutipn  of  the  war  againft  the  colonies,  it  was  reiolv^ 
ed  to  make  another  attempt  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
to  bind  up  the  hands  of  the.  executive  government  by 
a  ftrong  and  explicit  declaration  of  the  opinion  of  par- 
liament.    With^hie  view.  General  Conway  on  the 
a2d  of  February  moved,  that  an  addrefs  ihould  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty  to  **  implore  his  majefty  to 
**  liften  to  the  advice  of  his  Commons,  that  the  war 
"  might  no  longer  be  purfued,  for  the  impradlicable 
"  purpofe  of  reducing  the  inhabitants  of  that  country 
**  to  obedience  by  force ;  and  to  exprefs  their  hopes, 
**€hat  his  majefty *s  defire  to  rcltore  the  public  tran- 
**  quillity  might  be  forwarded,  and  made  effectual,  by 
**  a  happy  reconciliation  with  the  revolted  colonies.'* 

tn  the  fpeech  by  which  he  introduced  this  motion, 
the  General  obferved,  that  all  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the 
war,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  were  now  at  an 
end.  Notwithftanding  the  iniidious  reprefentations 
that  had  been  made  of  the  ftate  of  aiFairs  in  America^ 
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CHAP.  t}ie  faft  was,  that  not  a  fingle  friend  to  the  Britifh  go- 
^^^^]!^][J[j  verninent  could  be  difcovered,  amongft  the  inhabitants 
1782.  of  North  America,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other.  He  had  however,  received  intelligence, 
from  a  perfon  who  lately  arrived  from  America,  that 
the  people  of  that  country,  although  in  arms  againft 
us,  were  Aill  anxious  for  the  accomplifhment  of  peace. 
He  was  alfo  affurec!,  that  certain  individuals,  at  no 
confiderable  diflance,  were  empowered,  on  the-  part 
of  the  Congrefs,  to  treat  with  the  roinifters  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  attainment  of  fo  effential  an  objcft. 
Thefe  circumftances  were  not  unknown  to  govern- 
ment ;  and  a  noble  lord,  who  had  lately  retired  from 
the  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  American  4epart- 
ment,  had  been  particularly  applied  to  on  this  intcreft- 
ing  occaiion.  But  as  they  had  hitherto  done  nothing, 
it  was  indifpeniibly  neceflary  that  the  parliament  fhould 
interfere,  and  put  an  immediate  end  *to  a  war  fo  cala- 
^  mitous,  fo  fatal,  and  fo  deftruc^ive. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Lord  .fohn  Cavendilh^ 
and  powerfully  fupported  by  Mr  Burke,  Mr  Wilber- 
force,  Mr  T.  Townfend,  Mr  Turner,  Colonel  Barre, 
Mr  William  Pitt,  and  Mr  Fox.  It  was,  however,  vi- 
goroufly  oppofcd  by  Mr  Welborc  Ellis,  Lord  North, 
Mr  Adam,  Lord  Sheffield,  the  Lord  Advocate,  and 
Mr  Rigby.  The  debate  lafted  till  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  All  the  arguments  ufed  on  former  fccafioos 
were  recurred  to  on  both  fides  of  the  houl^*  TiBfr 
fiers  continued  to  ufe  the  fame  vague  and  mUJiMf" 
mined  language  as  before.  They  had,  hqwev^j^ill 
ftrength  fufficient  to  gain  their  point,  though  oaly  by 
^^  a  fingle  vote;  the  motion  beliig  rejedlecfby  194  to 

'93-  .     .  .^ 

The  event  of  this  divifion  was  confidercd,  by  Oppo- 

ficion,  as  a  complete  victory  over  the  minifter  on  the 
fubjedt  of  the  American  war ;  and,  as  a  majority  of  the 
abfent  members  were  fuppoied  to  coincide  with  the 
former,  Mr  Fox  immediately  gave  notice,  that  the 
queftion  refpeding  the  farther  profecution  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  would  be  brought  before  the  Houfe  again 
in  a  few  days.  It  was  accordingly  revived,  in  a  fome- 
what  different  form,  on  the  27th  of  the  fame  month. 
On  that  day  a  petition  from  the  city  of  London  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  foliciting  parliament  to  inter- 
pofe  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhould  prevent  any  farther 
profecution  of  the  American  war  ;  after  which  Gene- 
ral Conway  moved,  that  it  ihould  be  refolved,  *'  That 
it  was  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe,  that  th^  farther  pro- 
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fecution  of  offcnfivc  war  on  the  continent  of  Worth  CHAP 
America,  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  the  revolted  co-  ^^^S^^** 
lonies  to  obedience  by  force,  would  be  the  means  of  i;8a« 
weakening  the  eiForts  of  this  country  againft  her  Eu- 
ropean enemies,  and  tend,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftanccs,  dangeroufly  to  increafe  the  mutual  enmity,  fo 
fatal  to  the  interelts  both  of  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica, and,  by  preventing  a  happy  reconciliation  with 
that  country,  to  fruftrate  the  carneft  de(ire  gracioufly 
expreffed  by  his  Majeliy  to  rcUore  the  ble&ings  of 
public  tranquillity.''  The  General  intrpduced  his  mo- 
tion by  a -mod  eloquent  and  animated  fpeech,  in  which 
he  combated  all  the  objedions,  that  had  been  urged 
on  former  occations,  by  the.  other  fide  of  the  houfe. 
It  had  been  aiTerted,  that  it  was  ul^conAitutional  for 
that  houfe  to  interfere  with  its  advice  in  matters 
which  efpecially  belonged  to  the  executive  branch  of 

fovernment.  This  pofition  he  pofitively  condemned, 
oth  as  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conAitution,  and 
totally  unfupported  by  fadt.  He  proved,  from  a' re- 
gular feries  of  precedents,  down  from  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  to  the  acceiTion  of  his  prefent  MajeAy, 
that  Parliament  had  always  been  in  the  pradice  of 
interpofing,  with  its  advice,  in  matters  of  peace  and 
war,  of  treaties  and  aHiances,.^and  even  in  the  mar- 
riages of  the  royal  family.  Such  interference  had, 
indeed,  fomeiimes  been  reprehended  from  the  throne, 
as. an  improper  iutermed41ing  in  ftate  affairs ;  but  Par- 
liament, and  particularly  that  houfe,  bad  generally 
made  its  voice  to  be  heard  with  authority  and  efted. 
The  General  urged  other  argum^nrs  in  fupport  of  his 
motion,  which  was  feconded  b|  Lord  Althorpe ;  and 
petitions  from  the  mayor,  burgcfles,  and  commonalty 
of  the  city  of  Briftol,  and  from  the  merchants,  tradei- 
men,  and  inhabitants  of  that  city,  againit  the  Ameri- 
can war,  were  read. 

In  order  to  evade  coming  to, any  immediate  deter- 
mination on  the  queilion,  a  propofition  was  made  by 
Mr  Wallace,  the  attorney-general,  that  a  truce  fhould 
be  entered  into  with  America  ;  and  that  a  bill  iliould 
be  prepared  to  cniible  his  Majcfty's  i:iinifters  to  treat 
on  this  ground;  and,  under  the  pretence  of  allowing 
time  for  this  meafurc,  he  moved,  "  that  the  prefent 
debate  ihould  L\e  adjourned  for  a  fortnight."  The 
^Houfe  divided  upon  this  motion,  when  th^rc  appeared 
for  it  215,  and  againll  it  234;  fo  that  there  was  a 
majority  of  19  againft  the  miniJiry.     The  ori^'nal  mo- 
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CHAP,  rion  of  General  Conway  was  then  put,  and  carried 
XXXIII.  without  a  divifion. 

^^^      The  General  immediately  followed  up  his  firft  mo- 
tion  with  another,  for  an  addrefs  to  the  King,    in 
which  the  American  war  was  fpoken  of  precifely   in 
the  fame  terms  made  ufe  of  in  the  motion,  and  in 
which  his  Majefty  was  folioitf d  to  put  a  ftop  to  any 
farther  profecution  of  offenfive  war  againft  the  colo- 
nies.    This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  it  was  alfo  re* 
folved,  that  the  addrefs  (hould  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jcfty  by  the  whole  Houfe.     It  was  accordingly  pre- 
fented on  the  I  ft  of  March,  when  his  Majefty  return- 
ed an  anfwcr,  in  which  he  declared,  *'  That  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  might  be  alTured,  that,  in  purfuance  of 
their  advice,  he  (hould  take  fuch  meafures  as  fhould 
appear  to  him  to  be  moft  conducive  to  the  reftoration 
of  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her  revolted 
colonies,  fo  effential  to  the  profperity  of  both ;  and 
that  his  efforts  ihould  be  diredled,  in  the   moft  effec- 
tual manner,   againft  our  European  enemies,   until 
fuch  a  peace  could  be  obtained,  as  Ihould  coniift  with 
the  interefts  and  permanent  welfare  of  his  kingdoms." 
ttefolttti.       General  Conway,  not  pcrfeftly  fatisfied   with  the 
?J  *® "*""  expreffions  ufed  in  the  anfwer  minifters  advifed  his 
coemies     Majefty  to  return  the  addrefs,  rofe  again  to  obfervc, 
thofewho  that  in  that  anfwer  all  references  to  offenfive  war  was 
^^fo**     cautioufly  avoided.     The  Houfe  was  only  informed,  in 
ther  pro-  general  terms,  that  he  ihould  take  fuch  meafures  as 
fecution  of  might  appear  to  him  moft  conducive  to  the  reftoration 
that  war.  of  peace ;  but  the  Houfe  had  no  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
but  that  a  more  vigorous  profecuoon  of  the  war  might 
be  one  of  thefe  meafures.     He  therefore  thought  it 
neceffary  to  move,  that  it  fhould  be  refolved  *'  That^ 
after  the  folemn  declaration  of  the  opinion  of  that 
Houfe,  in  their  humble  addrefs  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty on  Friday  laft,  and  his  Maje(ty*s  aflurance  of  his 
gracious  intention,  in  purfuance  of  their  advice,  to 
take  fuch  meafures  as  Ihould  appear  to  his  Majefty 
to  be  moft  conducive  to  the  reftoration  of  harmony 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  revolted  colonies,  u> 
effential  to  the  profperity  of  both,  that  Houfe  would 
confider  as  enemies  to  his  Majefty,  and  this  country, 
all  thofe  who  fhould  endeavour  to  fruftrate  his  Ma- 
jefty's  paternal  care  for  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  his 
people,    by  advifing,    or  by  means  attempting,   the 
farther  profecution  of  offenfive  war  on  the  continent 
of  North  America,  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  the 
revolted  colonies,  to  obedience  by  force.''    The  mo- 
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lJ<>n  WHS  feconded  by  Lord  Althorpe  j  and,  after  ^  C  H  a  P. 
feeble  oppofitlon  from  mlniilry,  was  fufFered  to  pafs  ^^'"v 
wichouc  a  divifion.  iTsT""^ 

The  following  day  a  motion  was  made  by  the  At-  Motionfor 
torn ey -general,  "  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  ena-^  truccor 
ble  his  Majclly  to  conclude  a  truce  or  peace  with  the  P^*^^* 
revolted  colonies  in  America."     The  motion  was  ridi- 
culed   by  Mr  Fox,  oil  account  of  the  quarter  from    . 
whence  it  came ;  but  no  ferious  oppofuion  was  made 
to  it. 

Whilft  thefe  great  and  important  queftions  were  Capture  of 
agitating  in  the  Commons,  the  conduct  of  government,  ^"|^^?^'<^» 
with  re^cft  to  the  late  campaign  in  North-America,  ^*  ^*' 
underwent  a  Arid  and  fevere  fcrutiny  in  a  Committee 
of  the  Lords.  On  the  6th  of  the  month,  after  a  num- 
ber of  papers  had  been  read,  relative  to  the  furrehder 
of  Earl  Comwallis  and  the  army  under  his  command, 
the  two  following  motions  were  made  by  the  duke  of 
Chandos.  Firil,  *'  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that 
Houfc^  that  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  capture  of  the 
army  under  Earl  Comwallis, .  in  Virginia,  appeared  to 
have  been  the  want  of  a  luiBcient  naval  force  to  cover 
and  prote<^  the  fame."  Secondly,  "  That  the  not  co- 
vering and  protefling  the  army  under  Earl  Comwallis, 
in  a  proper  manj[ier,  was  highly  blameable  in  thofe 
who  advifed  and  planned  the  expedition."  After  fome 
debate,  the  motions  were  rejeded,  upon  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  -jT.  to  37. 

Notwithftanding  the  majority  which  had  lately  ap-  RcfolutU 
peared  againft  the  miniftry  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  °"« P*"*^ 
and  the  pernicious  confequences  which  had  attended  g^in^j^j. 
their  meafures,  they  iHll  ducovered  a  great  unwilling-  niflry. 
ncfs  to  retire  from  power ;  aitd  the  lirft  Lord  of  the 
Treafury  in  particular,  feemed  determined  not  to  re- 
fign,  till  he  iheuld  be  compelled  to  it  by  the  moft  abfo« 
luce  neceflity.     The  members  of  the  ©ppofition,  how- 
ever, continued  to  employ  the  inoft  vigorous  efforts,  in 
order  to  efFeduatc  a  change  of  adminiih'ation.   On  the 
8th  of  March,  feveral  motions  were  made  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  by  Lord  John  Cavendifh,  one  of  which 
was,  "  That  the  chief  caufe  of  all  the  national  misfor- 
*^  tunes  is  want  of  forelight  and  ability  in  his  Majet   " 
*'  ty's  minifters. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr  Powys ;  and  after 
a  debate  of  confiderable  length,  the  Houfe  divided  on 
the  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day  ;  when  the  num- . 
ters  for  it  appeared  to  be  226,  and  againft  it  216  ;  To 
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CHAT,  that,  OH  this  occafion,  ^hcre  waj  a  majitt-ity  of  ten  ia 
XXXIII.  fovour  of  adminii(ratiot). 

^^^ll^  The  unpopularity  of  Lord  North,  however,  was 
now  further  augmented  by  his  propofdl  of  fome  new 
taxes  ;  particularly  that  on  foap,  the  carriage  of  goods, 
and  places  of  public  entertainment ;  all  of  which  were 
finally  rejeded  by  the  Houfe. 

The  interval  between  the  8th  and  «5th  was  gene- 
rally fuppofed  to  have  been  employed  in  various  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempts  to  divide  the  party  in  oppofition ;  and 
as  Lord  North  ftill  fceraed  averfe  to  relign  |  00  the 
Mtftioti  a-  latter  day  a  motion  was  made  by  Sir  J^^^^  Rons,  and 
«?j^  b™'"  ^^^^"^^^  '^y  '^^  younger  Lord  George  CavchdiA,  the 
sir^hn  dcfign  of  whkh  was  to  accelerate  a  change  of  admi- 
Roiurf  niftration.  After  reciting  the  fadbs  contained  in  the 
refolutions  moved  on  the  8rh,  it  was  propofed  to  re- 
folve,  "  That,  on  confideration'  thereof,  the  Hcfufe 
could  have  no  farther  confidence  in  the  miniftcrs  who 
had  the  directions  of  public  affairs."  In  the  debate, 
the  neceffity  of  fome  hew  arrangement  in  the  adminif- 
tration  of  public  affairs  >as  no  longer  denied  ;  but  the 
impolicy,  and  even  the  danger  of  throwing  the  coun- 
try entirely  into  the  hands  of  any  party,  was  flill 
ilrongly  contended.  A  coalhfon  was  loudly  called 
for  by  many  moderate  and  independent  members,  an^ 
the  prc^riety  of  leaving  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  treafury  in  poflTeflion  of  his  office,  till  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  could  be  accomplilbed,  vvas  much  infifted  on. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  Was  urged,  that  the  bait  of  a 
coalition  had  been  thrown  out  by  the  court  merely  for 
the  ptirpofe  of  delay,  and  giving  room  for  intrigue 
and  cabal ;  and  that,  in  order  to  fectire  to  the- nation 
the  advantages  wliich  it  was  now  umverfally  admitted 
would  arife  from  a  total  change  in  the  fivbkic  councils, 
it  was  neccffary  not  to  relax,  for  a  moment,  the  vigo- 
rous pui^iuits  of  fuchineafures,  as  could  not  fail  of  1>e- 
iDg  fpecdily  crowned  with  fuccefs. 

A  long  debate  enfued,  which  was  remarkaUe  f<jr 
an  argument  refpeAing  the  American  cont-roveriy, 
perfe^ly  original,  and  imprecedented  in  all  that  had 
been  faid  or  written  on  i^hat  fubjeft.  Str  James  Mar- 
riot  informed  the  Houfe,  that  though  it  had  been  fre- 
quently pretended,  that  the  inhabitants-of  the  colonies 
were  not  reprefented  in  theBritifli  Parliament,  yet  the 
fa6l  was  other  wife  ;  for  they  were  adually  reprefented* 
The  fiFll  cc^onization,  by  national  and  fovereign  autho- 
rity, he  Temiffked,  was  the  eftabliflnneat  of  the  colony' 
of  Virginia.      The  grants  and  charters  madeef  ^dioic 
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Jands,  and  of  all  the  fubfequent  colonics,  were  of  one  C  H  a  p^ 
tenure,  and  cxpreffed  in  the  following  terms :  "  To  ^'^^"'* 
have  and  to  hold  of  the  king  or  queen's  majejly,  as  par^  "^Tui^ 
and  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Eail  Greenwich,  withii\ 
the  county  of  Kent,  rtddcndum^  a  certain  rent  at  our 
cafUe  of  Eaft  Greenwich,  &c."     So  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  America    were,    in  fa6t,    by  the  nature  of 
their  tenure,  reprefented  m  Parliament  by  the  knights 
of  the  ihire  for  the  county  of  Kent.     This  curious  ]&> 
gal  difcovery,  that  the  American  colonies  were  fart  and 
parcel  of  the  manor  of  Eajl  Greenwich^  though  delivered 
by  the  learned  judge  with  all  proper  gravity  and  fo- 
lemnity,  yet  excited  fo  much  merriment  in  the  Houfe, 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty,  for  fome  time,  that 
the  Speaker  could  prefervc  any  kind  of  order. 

Lord  North  endeavored  to  vindicate  his  own  admi^ 
niftration.  He  affirmed,  that  it  could  not  be  declared 
with  truth,  by  that  Houfe,  that  the  lofs  of  the  Ame- 
rican colonies,  or  of  the  Weft  India  iflands,  or  our 
other  national  calamities,  originated  from  the  meafares 
of  the  prefent  adminiftration.  The  repeal  of  th.e  Ame- 
rican Itamp-aA,  and  the  pafling  of  the  declaratory  law, 
took  place  before  his  entrance  into  office.  As  a  private 
member  of  parliament,  he  gave  his  vote  in  favour  of 
both ;  but,  as  a  minifter,  he  was  not  refponfible  for 
either. — ^The  Houfe  at  length  divided  upon  the  quei^ 
tion,  when  there  appeared  for  it  227,  and  againft  it 
236  :  fo  that  there  was  a  majority  of  nine  in  favour  of 
adminifVation. 

NotwithiUnding  this  feemingly  favourable  determi- 
nation, it  was  fo  well  known  that  the  miniftry  could 
not  ftand  their  ground,  that  four  days  after,  a  iimilar 
motion  to  that  made  by  Sir  John  Rous,  was  to  have 
been  made  by  the  Earl  of  Surrey  ;  but  when  his  lord- 
fhip  was   about  to  rife  for  that  pnrpofe,  Lord  North 
addreSed  himfelf.to  the  Speaker,  and  obferved,  that 
as  he  underlfood  the  motion  to  be  made  by  the  noble 
earl  was  fhnilar  to  that  made  a  few  days  before,  and 
the  objeft  of  which  was  the  removal  of  the  minifters, 
he  had  fuch  information  to  communicate  to  the  Houfe, 
as  muft,  he  conceived,  render  any  fuch  motion  now 
imnece(6ry.      He    could   with    authority    aflure  the 
Houfe,  that  his  Majelly  had  come  to  a  full  determi- 
nation to  change  his  minifters.     Indeed,  thofe  perfons,  Miniftry 
who   had  for  fome  time  conduced  the  public  affairs, '^^**^' 
were  no  longer  his  Majefty's  minifters.  They  were  not 
now  to  be  conlidered  as  men  holding  the  reins  of  go- 
yernment,  and  tranfading  meafures  of  ftate,  but  m^^^^ 
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CHAP,   ly  remaining  to  do  their  official  duty,  till  other  minify 
'^   ^'"    ters  were  appointed  to  take  their  places.     The  fooner 
'^^^  thofe  newjniniiters  were  appointed,  hislordihip  declar* 
cd,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  better  it  would  be  for  the 
public  bufmefs,  and  the  general  interefts  of  the  na- 
tion.    He  returned  thanks  to  the  Houfe  for  the  many 
inftances  of  favour  and  indulgence  which  he  had  re- 
ceived from  them,  during  the  courfe  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion ;  and  he  declared,  that  he  confidered  himfelf  as 
refponfible,  in  all  fenfcs  pf  the  word,  for  every  cir- 
curaftance  of    his  minifterial    condud,    and   that  he 
fliould  be  ready  to  anfwer  to  his  country,  whenever  he 
fliould  be  called  upon  for  that  purpof?.' 
New  rai-       During  the  adjournment,  a  new  adrainiftration  was 
piftry.       formed  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Marquis  of  Hocking- 
}iam  ;  a  nobleman  on  whofe  public  principles,  as  well  as 
private  honour  and  virtue,  the  nation  feemed  to  repofe, 
after  the  violent  ftruggle  by  which   it  had  been  agi- 
tated, with  the  fecureft  and  mod  implicit  confidence* 
The  cabinet,  including  the  marquis  himfelf  %  as  Firft 
Commiffioner  of  the  Treafury,  was  compofed  of  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne  b,  and  Mr.  Fox  c,  who   were  ap- 
pointed Secretaries  of  State ;  Lord  Camden  <J,  Prcfidenc 
of  the  Council ;  Duke  of  Grafton c,  Privy  Seal;  Lord 
John  Cavendifli  ^,  Chancellor  of  xhe  Exchequer  ;  Ad- 
miral Keppelg,  who  was  alfo  created  a  Vifcount,  Firil 
.  Commiffioner  of  the  Admiralty ;  General  Conway  ^^ 
Commander  in  Chief  of  tht  forces  ;  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond', Mafter  General  of  the  Ordnance ;  Lord  Thur- 
low,  who  was  continued  in  his  office  of  Lord  High 
Chancellor  ;  and  Mr.   Dunning  ^,  created    baron   of 
Afhburton,  and   made  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancafter. 

Other  offices  and  honours  were  likewife  conferred  on 
different  members  of  the  oppoficion  ;  among  others, 
Mr  Ifaac  Barre  *  was  made  Treafurer  of  his  Majefty's 
navy;  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Tow  nfend  «",  Secretary  at 
war;  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke «,  Receiver,  and 
Pay  mafter- general  of  the  forces;  Duke  of  Portland®^ 
Lord  Lieutenant,  and  General  John  Burgoyne  p,  Com- 
mander in  Chief  in  Ireland  ;  Duke  of  Maocheltcr  % 
Lord  Chamberlain  ;  Earl  of  Effingham  >•,  Treafurer  ; 
and  Earl  of    Ludlovvs,  Comptroller^i  his  Majefty's 

*S  /^i  Lord  North,  g  Karl  of  Sandwich,     n  Rich.  Rigby,£f^. 

B\  b  £.  of  Hi  i  I  (borough  J)  Lord  Amhcrft.  o  Earl  of  Carliflc, 

p  J  c  Vifc  8tormonc,  i  Vifc.  Townfliend,  p  Sir  John  Irwin, 
%j\  d  Earl  Bathurft,  k  Earl  of  Clarendon,  q  EatI  of  Hertford, 
£  I  cEarlof  Dartmouthi  1  Vacant,  r  Earl  ofSalifbury, 

£  y  f  Lord  North^  m  Cb.  Jcakinfon,  Efq.  s  Sir  Ki^b-  Worfley 
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Houfliold.     Sir  Fletcher  Norton  was  at  the  fame  ^'"^^^^xrv'* 
xaifed  to  the  Peerage,  by  the  Itile   and  title  of  Lord  ^^^ 
Grantley.  ^      lytg. 

Of  fome  of  the  circumftances  which  preceded  this 
great  event,  we  have  already  given  an  account ;  but 
the  privatb  negociations  with  the  fovereign,  relative  to 
the  arrangements  of  the  new  rainiftry,  were  naturally 
of  fo  fecre't  a  nature,  and  have  been  fo  varioufly  re- 
ported, that  of  thefe  tran factions  we  cannot  attempt  to 
give  a  minute  or  particular  narration.  It  is  fuppof<^d 
that  the  great  perfonage,  whofe  concurrence  was  ne- 
ceffary  in  this  important  political  revolution,  expe- 
rienced no  ordinary  degree  of  agitation  of  mind,  on 
being  in  a  manner  compelled  to  make  fo  total  a  change 
in  his  councils.  For  it  is  underftood,  that,  on  this  oc- 
cadon^the  leading  members  of  oppofition  were  united 
together  with  great  flrmnefs,  and  would  agree  to  no 
coalition  with  any  of  the  oppofite  party,  excepting 
only  with  the  noble  Lord  who  was  invefted  with  the 
office  of  Chancellor  of  the  kingdom.  So  many  men  of 
diftinguiihed  abilities,  and  who  profefled  fuch  public 
fpirited  principles,  had  never  before  been  united  in 
adminiftration,  They  came  into  power,  indeed,  at  a 
period  when  the  nation  was  in  a  fituation  extremely 
calamitous,  difficult,  and  dangerous  ;  but,  at  all  events, 
fuch  a  miniftry,  if  they  continued  united,  could  not' 
but  be  produftive  of  fignal  advantages  to  the  nation. 
The  public  meafures,  for  which  the  new  minifter  w^s 
faid  to  have  ftipulated  with  the  court,  before  he  would 
confent  to  enter  into  any  negociation  far  office,  were 
thefe: — i.  Peace  with  the  Americans,  and  the  ac- 
koowledgment  of  their  independence  not  to  be  a  bar 
to  the  attainment  of  that  objedl : — 2,  A  fubftantial  re- 
form in  the  fevcfal  branches  of  the  civil  lift  expendi- 
ture, on  the  plan  propofed  by  Mr.  Burke : — 3,  The 
diminution  of  the  influence  of  the  crown,  under  which 
article  the  bills  for  excluding  contra<5lors  from  feats  in 
Parliament,  and  difqualifying  the  revenue  officers  from 
vot'ng  in  the  eledion  of  members,  were  included. 

The  new  arrangement  having  been  announcedjjQ^  A 

the  Houfe,  and  the  writs  moved   for  fuch  gentl^Mn'  *' 

as   had  vacated    their  fea*6,  by  accepting  offceBtnc      '  • 


Houfe  adjour^^^n  account  of  the  enfuTng  hqj^^s, 
without  procel^^lto  any  other  bulincfsf. 
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CHAP.    XXXIV. 


Diflrefpes  of  Ireland RxUcf  fropofed  in  Parliament 

Kefufal  highly  refented  by  the  Irifl}^  -who  enter 

into  military  ajfociatiom Lon/  Shelbumt*s  motion  to 

cenfure  mirdflers Lard  North^s  prtjfojitsons  for  the 

relief  of    Ireland Irijb  ftill    diffatisfitd Mr 

Grattorfs  motions  in  favour  of  Ireland -Re^utions  0f 

the  Volunteers  at  Dungatmon Mr  Edens  motion  in 

favour  of  Ireland Mejfage  from  the  King Iri/b 

Parliament  J  on  a  motion  of  Mr  Crattany  declare  them- 

fetves  independent  of  that  of  Britain Vote  20,000 

feameny  aljb  50,000/.  to  Air  Grattan. 


CHAP.  /^N  the  8th  of  Apr 
XXXIV.  1/  meeting  of  Parli; 
^-^N'-^  affairs  of  Ireland  were 


|N  the  8th  of  April,  being  the  firft  day  of  the 

liament    after    the  rece£,    the 

were  unexpededly  brought  before 

DiVrc'fc»  ^^^  Hoiife  of  Commons  by  Mr  Eden,  who,  having 

of  Ireland  been  Secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  Lord  Lieutc- 

duringthe  nant  of  that  kingdom,  was  juft  arrived  from  thence 

Amcric«Q  ^^j^j^   j^j^    refignaiion  of  the  Vice-royalty.      Before, 

however,  we  enter  upon  what  pafled  on  that  occafion, 

it  will  be  neceflary  to  takie  a  retrofpedive  view  of  the 

political  rtate  of  that  country  for  fomc  years  previous 

to  this  period,  in  order  that  the  ca^es  of  the  difcon- 

tentSiUnd  jealoulies  which  prevailedffeong  that  people 

may  te  properly  underfVood. 

During  the  long  period  ,of  the  American  war, 
though  perhaps  the  enemy  had  fuffered  much  mure 
than  ouriclves,  yet  the  many  difafters  which  ha-d  be- 
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fallen  the  tradino;  part  of  Great  Britain,  were  too  ob-  C  H  A  P. 
vioiis  and  too  fiital  in  ihcir  coafequences  to  be  palliated*  ^^^-'^ 
Great  as  thefc  were,  however,  they  were  moft  fenfibly  "^^^^ 
felt  by  the  Irifli,  whofe  diftrefles  were  now  augmented 
to  a   moft  alarmine  pitch.,  and  that  by  otter  caufes 
than  merely  the  loSes  immediately  fuAained,  and  pro- 
ceeding diredly  from  the  American  war.     Befides  the 
ancient  reftraints  on  the  commerce  ot  that  kingdooi,  an 
embargo  had  been  laid  on  the  trade  of  Ireland  ever 
iince  the  year  1776  ;  by  which  their  ftaple  commodities 
of  beef  and  butter  were  ihut  up  and  perifliing  in  their 
warehoufes,  at   the  fame  time  that  their  only  free  and 
valuable  mannfa^ure,  that  of  linen,  was  grievoufly  re- 
duced through  want  of  the  American  marker. 

Thefe  grievances  became  fo  intolerable,  and  the  com-  *^^'^  . 
plaints  of  the  Irifli  fo  loud,  that  Parliament  at  laitf"p^u!j[ 
thought  proper  to  take  them  into  conlider ation.  The  mcot. 
embargo  upon  falted  beef  and  butter  had  been  laid  on 
with  a  vie«v  to  prevent  the  French  from  benefiting 
themfclves  by  the  Irifli  market,  and  fupplying  their 
Ihips  with  provilions  at  an  eafy  rate.  It  was  now, 
however,  urged,  with  great  appearance  of  reafon,  that 
no  ufeful  confequence  whatever  had  attended  tiiis  raea- 
fure  ;  as  it  could  not  be  made  apparent  that  the  French 
armaments  had  been  laid  afidc,  or  even  deferred,  on 
account  of  the  want  of  Irifli  provilions  ;  and  their  Weft 
India  Iflands  were  fo  far  from  being  ruined  on  that 
account,  that  it  was  well  known  they  were  foppHed 
with  many  articles  upon  as  good  terms  as  our  own 
iflands.  On  the  other  hand,  it  could  not  but  be  feen 
with  concern,  that  the  northern  parts  of  Germany,  and 
countries  adjacent  to  the  Baltic,  were  grafping  at  the 
trade  which  w:ff  now  flipping  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Ihfli.  Hitherto,  indeed,  they  were  very  deficient  in 
pomt  of  (kill ;  fo  that  though  they  fpared  neither  ex- 
pence  nor  labour  in  procuring  fait  for  the  purpofe  of 
curing,  and  proper  perfons  to  inflruft  them  in  the 
method  of  applying  it,  yet  the  fampies  they  had  pro- 
duced in  the  Wcl\  India  market  were  far  inferior  to 
the  fame  commodity  from  Ireland.  The  attempt, 
however,  was  very  alarming  ;  and  the  loWnefs  of 
rents,  and  cheapnefs  of  cattle  in  thefe  countries, 
affording  them  great  advantages,  it  could  not  lie 
doubteiTthat  they  would  foon  improve  in  the  art  both 
of  feetfng  and  curing;  and  it  is  well  known,  what 
diffici^fiy  attends  the  recovery  of  a  branch  of  trade 
when  once  it  is  loft.  The  difaontent  was,  at  the  fame 
time,  inflamed   by   a  fuppofition,    whether  right  or 
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CHAP,  wrong,  that  all  this  tnifchief  was  occafioned  by   the 

XXXIV.  pg^j-f, Jity  Qf  the  minifhy,  who  wanted  to  throw  vaft 

^"^T^^  fums  into  the  hands  of  a  few   favourite  contracftors^ 

without  regarding  the  inconveniencies    or    diftreiTes 

which  might  thus  befal  the  reft  of  the  nation. 

This  general  diiTatisfadion  was  likewife  encreafed  by 
^'  feveral  other  circuniftances.     For  thirty  years  part  the 

rent  of  lands  in  Ireland  had  been  gradually  on  the  en- 
creafe ;  and  though  this  rife  in  the  rents  had  beea 
generally  fupportcd  by  the  market  prices,  yet  it  was 
generally  fuppofed,  that  competition  and  the  fpirit  of 
fpeculation,. which  had  lately  produced  fuch  pernicious 
cfTeds  in  both  kingdoms,  had  a  confiderable  Ihare  in 
the  rife :  and  as  the  fpeculations  failed,  and  of  coafe- 
quence  the  competition,  lands  fell,  the  land-owner  was 
diftrefled,  the  farmer  ruined,  and  a  general  failure  of  all 
credit  enfued. 

In  fuch  unhappy  circumflances,  the  populace,  who 
in  that  country  conftitute  the  majority  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, were  rendered  dclVitute  of  employment,  and 
confequently  of  the  neceflaries  of  life;  nor  were. the 
mod  liberal  and  charitable  fubfcriptions,  even  to  the 
fupporting  of  20,000  poor  in  the  city  of  Dublin  only, 
.able  to  counteraift  the  mifchief  which  had  taken  fo 
deep  a  root.  Their  fituation  was  now  fo  claimant,  tliat 
even  miniders  themfelves  were  at  length  convinced 
of  the  neceflity  of  paying  fome  attention  to  it ;  and 
Earl  Nogent  having^  on  the  2d  April  1778,  moved 
feveral  refolutions  for  removing  certain  reftriftions  oa 
their  trade.  Lord  North  feemed  difpofed  to  favour 
them,  though  nothing  eife^ual  was  done  at  the  tiinf  • 
Abou^  the  latter  end  of  tbe  .fame  year^,  therefore,  th'e 
Irilh  affairs  were  again  mciitioned  in  Barliament.  Se- 
veral members  wl|o  derived  thelf  titles  from  that  king- 
dom, and  whofe  fortunes  lay  princtpally  there,  iiated, 
in  ftrong  colours,  the  diltrelies  of  the  people,  and  the 
abfolute  neceflit^y  there  was  of  affording  them  fpeedy 
and  fubftapti.-l  relief,  which,  ihey  faid,  could  only  be 
done  effedlually  by  removing  thofe  impolitic  ref^ricUons 
on  their  trade,  which  originated  from  the  narrow  fpi- 
rit of  monopoly  operating  upon  milbken  notions  of  all 
true  commercial  principles  ;  thefe  reftriftions  being  in 
reality  as  contrary  to  the  real  intereds  of  this  country 
as  they  were  abfolucely  ruinous  to  Ireland.  They 
accordingly  gave  notice,  that  they  would  move,  im- 
^  mediately  after  the  holidays,  for  a  bill  or  bills  to  grant 

commercial  relief  to  that  country. 
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In  the  debates  which  now  enfued,  the  principal  ar-  C  H  a  n 
gumcnts  in  favour  of  Ireland  were,  That^  leaving  en-,^^^1^^^- 
tirely  out  of  the  queftion  all  kind  of  liberality  and     lygg.  ' 
juftice,  we  were  now  compelled  by   abfolutc  necelFity 
to  endeavour  to  unite  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  in  one 
common  bond  of  defence,  which  could  only  be  done  by 
a  general  communion  of  intercfts,  and  participation  of 
benefits.     No  time  was  to  be  loft,  as  the  experiment 
was  too  dangerous  to  rifque  the  reparation   and  diflaf- 
fe<5lion  of  Ireland  after  what  had  happened  in  America. 
They  faid,  that  however  great  the  loyalty  and  pati- 
ence of  Ireland  had  hitherto  been,  there  were  certain 
limits  to  thofe  qualities  of  the  human  mind,  beyond 
which  they   could  not  poffibly   be  driven ;  and  the  at- 
tempt would  undoubtedly  be  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  dan- 
ger.   It  was,  indeed,  evident,  that  sa  foon  as  peace  took 
place  with  America,  if  our  opprcffion,  and  confequent- 
ly    the   miferies  of  Ireland,  ihould  ftill  continue,  the 
people  of  that  country  would  undoubtedly  emigrate  to 
America  along  with  their  arts,  manufactures,  and  in-, 
duitry  ;  and  it  was  already  too  well  known,  that   the 
American  armies  were  principally  recruited,  and  their 
beft  troops  in  a  great  meafure  compofcd  of  thofe  un- 
happy  emigrants    frora  Ireland,    whd,    being  driven 
from  their  country  by  want  and  opprelFion,  \i  ere  com- 
pelled to  take  up  arms  in  a  quarrel  in  which  they  had  no 
intereft,  and  to   (hed   the  blood  of  their  friends  and 
brethren.     The  Irilh  alfo  were  faid  to  be  our  belt  cuf- 
tomers  in  many  aisles  of  our  merchandife  and  manu- 
fa^ures  ;  from  that  country  we  had  long  derived  much 
additional  ilrength  and  power  ;  and  (lie  was  capable  of 
affording  ftill  gretter  advarit^gcs  under  a  wife  and  libe- 
ral fyftem  of  government.     Tojuftify  their  various  af- 
fertions,  they  movecj  for  various  papers,  by    which  it 
appeared,  that  the  exports  from  England  to  Ireland  a- 
mounted,  on  an  average  often  years,  only  to  2,857,000 1. 
annually;  that  the  exports  from  Ireland  into  England,  on 
an  averageof  the  fame  time,  did  not  exceed  1,353,000!. 
annually  ;  of    confequence,   the    balance    in    favour 
of  England  exceeded  feven  millions  fterling  in  that         ' 
time,  exclufive  of  the  vaft  fums  drawn  from  Ireland  un- 
der the  heads  of  r^nts  toabfentees,  penfions,  and  the 
einoluments  of  places  to  thofe  who  never  faw  the  coun- 
try, &c.   They  aifo  Ihewed  that  the  decreafe  of  the  ex- 
ports from  England  to  Ireland  during  the  two  laft  years 
of  calamity  in  that  country,  amounied  011   an  average 
to  no  lefs  than  71 6,000  l./)(fr  amum  ;  froui  whence  tliey 
.  Vol.  VL  3  I 
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CHAP  argued  the  prodigious  lofs  to  the  revenue,  as  well  as  to 
^^]^I^  trade  and  roanufadures,  which  muft  proceed  from  a 
1782.  continuance  and  confequent  increafe  of  the  diitrefies  of 
that  kingdom  ;  and  they  concluded  by  afking,  Whether 
a  kingdom  fhould  be  facrificed  to  a  tingle  town,  to  the 
monopoly  of  a  fmgle  diftrift,  or  to  the  ill  judged 
clamours  of  any  body  of  manufadurers  whatever  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  urged,  that  the  diilrefles 
of  Ireland  were  not  fo  great  as  they  had  been  reprefen- 
ted ;  but  if  the  melancholy  defcription  were  really  true, 
it  was  not  fo  much  to  be  attributed  to  the  trade-laws  in 
this  country,  as  to  mal-adminiffaration  in  Ireland  itfelf ; 
to  faults  in  the  internal  conititution  of  the  kingdom  and, 
a  general  mifmanagement  of  their  affairs  ;  and,  witboat 
remedying  thefe  in  the  firft  place,  no  fubdantial  relief 
could  be  applied  to  the  evil  in  queftion.  The  unhappy 
confcquences  of  the  American  war,  indeed,  were  fc- 
verely  felt  in  both  countries:  but  Ireland  bore  no  more 
than  her  fhare  in  the  common  calamity  ;  our  manufac- 
turers were  ftarving,  and  the  plenty  or  cbeapnefs  of 
provifions  could  afford  no  relief  to  thofe  who  had  not  the 
means  of  purchafmg  them.  However  much  therefore 
the  fufferings  of  Ireland  might  attraft  our  fympathy, 
thofe  which  were  immediately  within  our  knowledge 
muft  naturally  do  fo  much  more  :  An  Irifh  rebellion 
was  no  doubt  much  to  be  dreaded,  but  one  at  home  was 
ftill  a  greater  obje^  of  apprehenfion  ;  and  this  was  to 
the  full  as  probable  as  the  former,  if  any  addition  were 
made  to  the  fufferings  and  grievances  which  our  manu* 
fadhirers  already  endured  by  a  furrender  of  thofe  advan- 
tages in  trade  which  they  confidered  as  their  birthright. 
The  general  outline  of  the  propofals  in  favour  of 
^°„^j  of  Ireland,  though  not  fpecifically  moved  or  applied  for, 
the  relief  amounted  to  a  grant  of  a  genera]  exportation,  except- 
propofcd.  ing  only  with  refpeft  to  her  woollens ;  the  eitablifli- 
ment  of  a  cotton  manufadlory  under  that  right,  with  a 
liberty  of  trading  to  and  from  America,  the  We(i-In- 
dies,  and  the  coaft  of  Africa.  Thefe  conceflions,  how- 
ever, were  by  the  oppoflte  party  thought  too  exten- 
iive  and  alarming  to  the  manufaflures  in  this  country  ; 
fo  that  at  laft  Lord  Ncwhaven,  on  the  i5tb  of  Fe- 
bruary 1779,  confented  to  give  up  the  genera!  outline, 
and  confine  himfelf  to  fome  fpecific  propofition.  He 
accordingly  moved,  on  the  loth  of  March,  that  the 
Houfip  fliould  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  to  take 
into  confideration  the  ac^s  of  parliament  relating  to  the 
importation  of  fiigars  from  the  Weft  Indies  into  Ireland. 
The  objeft  of  this  motion  was,  to  repeal  that  claufe  in 
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<he  aft  of  navigation,  by  which  all  fliips  laden  with  CHAP, 
ibgacs  were  bound  to  bring  their  cargoes  diredlly  to  ^^^^^ 
£ngland,  from  whence  the  quantity  nece(&ry  for  the     ijz%* 
Iriih  confumptioQ  was  afterwards  to  be  re-exported  to 
Ireland.     As  the  miniRer  had  ftiil  kept  hiinfelf  clear  , 

of  the  buiinefs^  the  queition  was  fairly  and  coolly  de- 
bated on  both  fides,  without  any  other  appearance  of 
party  than  what  merely  arofe  from  the  locality  of  re* 
prefentation ;  and,  after  a  full  difcuiiion,  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  47  to  42, 

In  the  mean  time,  tjbe  clamour  without  doors  had 
been  much  fainter,  and  the  oppoiition  from  the  manu- 
faduring  di(\r8Els  weaker,  than  they  had  been  in  the 
preceding  feiiion,  and  than  had  been  now  expeded. 
Glafgow  and  Manchefter,  however,  petitioned ;  and 
the  miniftet's  late  warm  partizans  in  both,  began  now 
to  accufe  him  of  duplicity,  which  they  charged  to  his 
prefent  fyftem  of  neutrality.  This  clamour  and  re- 
proach fuddeniy  brought  him  to  a  determination  ;  and 
letting  his  face  totally  againit  the  projX)red  relief,  it 
was  accordingly  rejeded  upon  a  dole  divifion,  the 
queftion  being  loft  only  by  a  majority  of  62  to  58. 

Such  a  decifion  was  not  likely  to  quiet  the  minds  of  Refufal  o^ 
a  people  already  diftrefled  beyond  what  they  were  able  relief 
to  bear.  The  reftraints  upon  their  trade,  to  which  }?'^|j.'j  ^^ 
the  Iriih  had  been  long  accuftomed,  might  perhaps  rh"  iriihT 
have  been  pafled  over  for  ages  without  exciting 
any  difturbance ;  but  the  embargo  laid  upon  their  fta- 
pie  commodities,  as  it  operated  in  the  moft  mifchievous 
manner  on  the  interefts  of  the  country,  fo  it  was  in  the 
higheft  degree  refented  as  a  new  and  lawlefs  piece  of 
oppreflion.  It  was  rcprcfented  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of 
Commons  as  abfolutely  illegal ;  and  its  legality  would 
have  been  brought  to  a  full  trial,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  unexpeded  death  of  a  cuftom-houfe  officer,  who 
had  feized  a  cargo  fitted  out  on  purpofe  to  bring  the 
merits  of  the  caufe  to  a  decifion.  This  embargo  was 
faid  by  fome  of  the  public  writers  at  that  time,  to 
*^  have  been  fent  as  a  curfe,  and  to  have  operated  as  a 
pcltilencc."  It  was  called  a  Gtruernment  job^  calculated 
merely  to  raife  immenfe  fums  for  a  few  miniOerial  ad* 
herents  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  the  utmoft  in-* 
dignation  was  exprefied  at  facrificing  the  intereft  of  a 
whole  nation  to  that  of  a  fet  of  rapacious  contradors. 
At  the  fame  time  it  was  complained,  that  during  the 
prefent  reign,  a  profufe  and  corrupt  fyfleni  of  admi* 
niftration  had  taken  place ;  that  every  article  of  public 
expenditure  had  been  continually  enhanced  until  tho 
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CHAP,  whole  was  fwelJcd  to  a  moft  enormous  degree^  far  cx- 
xxxiv.  needing  the  ftanding  revenues  of  the  kingdom,  as  well 


178a.     as  every  ekampleof  the  paft  expence. 

In  other  refpefts  the  language  of  Ireland  was  much 
the  fame  with  that  of  America  before  the  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities.  The  doclrines  of  taxation  without 
reprefentation,  and  unconditional  fubmiffion,  were  faid 
now  to  be  extented  to  Ireland  ;  and  the  chains  forged 
for  the  colonies  would,  in  cafe  of  a  fuccefsful  event  to 
the  war,  afford  a  model  for  thofe  v*hich  wovdd  foonbe 
put  upon  themfelves.  The  apprehcnHons  on  this  ac- 
count were  augmented  by  foine  language  ufed  in  the 
Britiih  parliament,  in  which  ihc  compliance  of  the  colo- 
nies was  urged  from  a  comparifon  of  the  rellriclions  en- 
dured without  murmuring  by  the  Irifh. 

The  complaints  and  petitions  of  the  manufacturing 
towns  in  England  and  Scotland  againft  any  red  re  fs  to 
Ireland,  added  new  fuel  to  the  flame.  The  pretended 
favour  of  granting  leave  to  cultivate  tobacco,  and  en- 
couraging the  culture  of  hemp,  was  confidered  as  a 
piece  of  mockery,  and  an  infult  to  the  diftrefies  of  the 
kingdom  ;  and  when  it  was  known  that  miniftry  had 
defeated  an  attempt  to  keep  parliament  fitting,  in  order 
to  concert  fome  plan  of  relief,  the  flame  broke  out  with 
great  violence.  Affociations  againft  the  ufe  of  Britilh 
manufactures,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  their  own 
in  every  poflible  manner,  had  taken  place  already  in 
fome  parts  of  the  country,  though  the  greater  part 
of  the  kingdom  feemed  ftill  unwilling  to  come  to  I'uch 
extremities.  On  the  rejcdion  of  the  relief  plan,  how- 
ever, thefe  aiTociations  became  univerfal,  and  the  non-im- 
portation and  non-confumption  agreements  threatened 
foon  to  become  no  lef's  dreadful  in  their  confequences  to 
thofe  who  had  the  courage  to  violate  them,  than  they 
had  been  in  America,  as  well  as  to  thofe  who  refufed  to 
accede.  Thus  it  was  computed,  that  even  in  the  weak 
Itate  of  their  manufadurcs  at  that  time,  they  weuld 
fave,  by  a  non-importation  agreement,  a  full  million 
Iterling,  which  was  annually  fent  to  Great  Britain  ;  and 
this  great  faving  they  faid,  would  afford  compenfation 
or  redrefs  for  many  of  their  grievances,  and  particular- 
ly would  be  the  means  of  putting  down  the  pride  of 
Manchefter  andGlafgow;  two  towns,  which,  they  faid, 
had  been  conftant  and  immenfe  gainers  by  the  IriUi 
Military  trade,  and  at  the  fame  time  their  moft  inveterate  as 
an«  fJa-  ^yell  as  moft  fuccefsful  enemies  in  the  prefent  affair. 
tlTbc^^r-  Along  with  thefe  affociations,  others  of  a  more  for- 
bhO.      '  'u/tdablc  iiature  took  place  ;  which^  though  apparently 
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founded  on  the  danger  of  a  foreign  invafion,  would  un-  CHAP 
doubtedly  have  become  fubfervient  at  laft  to  what  was  ^^^irl^J 
fuppofed  to  be  the  general  welfare  of  the  country.  Mili-  .237 1 
tary  afTociationstook  place,  and  foon  became  unlverfal ; 
and  thefe  they  openly  declared  to  be  def^ined  for  the 
double  purpofe  of  defending  their  natural  rights  againfl 
a  foreign  enemy,  and  their  civil  rights  againft  domeAic 
iifurpation.  They  profelTed  loyalty  to  the  King  of 
Britain,  but  it  was  fuch  loyalty  as  was  confiftent  with 
their  own  liberty  andprofperity.  Thus  vaft  bodies  of 
men  appeared  every  where  in  arms,  at  their  own  ex- 
pence,  trained  up  to  their  military  exercife  with  great 
expertnefs,  and  fubmitting  with  cheerfulnefs  and  regu- 
larity to  the  rules  of  difcipline  ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  utmoit  regularity  was  obferved  in  point  of  beha- 
viour; no  diforder  was  heard  of,  nor  were  the  laws  ever 
better  obferved,  or  obedience  to  them  more  ftridlly  en- 
forced. Men  of  great  fortune  ferved  in  the  ranks ; 
and  neither  nobleman  nor  gentleman  could  fhew  his 
face  in  the  country,  who  did  not  cheerfully  fall  in  with 
the  prevailing  difpofition  of  the  people.  The  numbers 
•who  on  this  bccalion  arofe  in  arms  were  varioufly  com- 
puted, the  lowert  eftimates  making  them  30,000,  and 
the  higheft  60,000  men. 

Thefe  aflbciations  proved  fufficiently  alarming  and 
mortifying  to  the  miniftry,  efpecially  as  no  poflibility 
appeared  of  putting  a  flop  to  them.  They  attempted, 
however,  to  regulate  this  force,  and  to  bring  it,  if 
poflible,  to  a6l  under  the  diredlion  of  the  crown  ;  but 
thefe  offers  being  rejefted  with  fcorn,  they  were  con- 
flrained  to  fupply  them  with  arms  for  the  purpofe  of 
defending  the  kingdom  againlt  a  foreign  invafion, 
though  the  quantity  they  allowed  on  this  occafionwas 
very  inadequate  to  the  purpofe. 

The  Iriih  Volunteers,  havinjv  thus  received  the 
fan^lion  of  government  itfelf,  foon  provided  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  kingdom  againfl  any  external  enemy  ; 
after  which  they  began  to  conlider  their  own  claims 
and  rights.  In  general,  ihey  declared  the  authority  of 
the.Britifh  parliujpcnt  to  be  a  grofs  ufurpation  ;  and, 
proceeding  IHll  farther,  denied  the  validity  of  the 
mutiny  ad.  This  proceeded  fuch  a  length,  that  fcarce 
•  any  magiltrate  could  be  found  who  would  ifTue  billets 
for  the  quarters  of  the  troops ;  fo  that  they  were  for 
fume  time  confined  to  their  ilations  ;  and  it  required  the 
utmoA  prudence  in  the  commanders  on  both  lides  to 
prevent  the  moll  fatal  confequences  from  the  oppoli- 
iion  of  two  fuch  formidable  powers.     In  fliort,  the 
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CHAP,  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  feemed  to  ri£e  up  as  one 
XXXIV.  ^^^  jjj  order  to  obtain  redrefs.    A  free  and  uoliouced 


jljj^  commerce  with  the  whole  worid  was  what  they  re- 
quired, and  in  place  of  which  no  advantage  nor  com* 
peofation  could  poflibly  be  admitted  ;  nor  was  this  the 
work  of  a  party,  or  of  any  particular  clafeof  men,  bat 
the  unanimous  voice  of  every  rank  and  denominattoni 
not  only  of  Proteftants,  but  Papifts  alfo ;  for,  in  imita* 
tion  of  the  humane  conduA  of  the  Britifh  legiflatiure, 
in  repealing  the  penal  ftarutes  againft  the  Roman  Ca* 
tholics,  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons  had  alio  repealed 
thofe  againft  the  Catholics  in  that  country^  by  which 
means  all  apprehendon  and  diftrutt  on  the  one  fide,  as 
well  as  envy  and  averfion  on  the  other,  feemed  to 
vanift],  and  the  whole  kingdom  'Was  united  in  one  com- 
mon intereft. 

Such  was  the  flate  of  Ireland  at  the  fitting  down 
of  the  Britifh  parliament  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1779  ;  -nor  did  oppofition  fail  to  point  out  in  the  moft 
fevere  and  pathetic  manner  the  conduct  of  minifiers 
who  had  reduced  them  to  fuch  a  fituation.  Lord  North 
in  general  allowed,  that  the  country  was  diftreiled,  and 
certainly  entitled  to  relief,  which  he  faid  fhould  be 
granted  as  far  as  was  reafonable.  His  promifes  on  this 
head,  however,  were  at  iiril  fo  vague  and  unfatisfadlory 
that  on  the  id  of  December  17799  Lord  Shelburne 
I^rd  Shel- made  a  motion  for  cenfuring  admin iltration  on  accoonc 
burnc*8  of  their  behaviour  in  the  Irifh  aflFairs.  This  he  pre- 
"nfur"  ^°  faced  by  fhewing  from  the  journals,  that  their  addreTs, 
■liniAen.  which  had  been  moved  for  by  the  marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, and  unanimoufly  pafTed  on  the  nth  of  May  lafi, 
had  fh-ongly  reconimended  to  his  Majcf^y's  mofl  ferious 
confideration,  the  diftreffed  and  impoverifhed  flate  of 
that  kingdom,  at  the  fame  time  requiring,  that  fuch 
documents  relative  to  the  trade  and  manufa^ures  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  might  be  laid  before  them, 
as  would  enable  the  national  wi(<iom  to  purfue  effe^ual 
meafures  for  the  common  intereft  of  bDth  kingdoms ; 
and  like  wife,  that  theaniwer  returned  from  the  throne 
on  the  following  day  was  entirely  conibnant  to  the 
ideas  and  requificion  held  out  in  the  addrefs.  He  then 
referred  to  the  addrefs  which  he  himfelf  had  moved 
for,  and  which  had  been  rejedcd  by  a  great  majority 
on  the  2d  of  June  following,  which  re-ftated  the  neccl- 
(ity  of  giving  fpeedy  and  effe^ual  relief  to  Ireland, 
and  offered  the  full  co-operation  of  that  houfe  for  the 
purpofe ;  at  the  fame  time  recommending  that  if  the 
royal  prerogative,  as  vefted  in  the  throne  by  the  coa> 
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ftitution,  was  not  adequate  to  the  admi&iftering  tlie  ^  H  A  p. 
relief  wanted,  his  Majefty  would  be  plea  fed  to  continue  ^^^*^* 
the  fitting  of  parliament,  and  give  immediate  orders  for  ^"^TTgaT' 
calling  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  that  their  juft  rights 
might  be  fully  confidered  and  remedied  without  delay. 
The  (ituation  and  ctrcumftances  of  the  country,  he 
faid,  were  at  that  time  lingular.  She  had  long  main- 
tained, for  internal  defence  and  fecurity,  a  great  mi- 
litary force,  at  an  expence  which  exceeded  her 
ability.  Of  this,  contrary  to  royal  faith  and  compaA, 
(he  had  been  ftripped  for  the  fupport  of  the  American 
war.  In  this  ftate  of  weaknefs,  (he  was  known  to  be 
the  marked  pbjeft  of  hollile  invaQon  from  our  power- 
ful and  inveterate  enemies.  On  the  other  hand,  as  to 
the  point  of  defence,  the  minifters  told  them  plainly 
they  muft  take  care  of  themfelves ;  they  would  fpare 
them  fome  arms ;  but  as  to  protection,  they  acknow- 
ledged openly,  and  pleaded  inability.  Thus  expofed, 
defencelefs,  and  abandoned,  Ireland  was  reduced  to  the 
fimple  alternative,  of  either  periihing,  or  of  finding  the 
means  of  preiervation  within  herfelf.  With  a  peculiar 
magnanimity,  the  moft  divided  people  in  the  univerfe 
inftantly  forgot  all  their  differences,  and  united  as  one 
man  to  ward  off  the  impending  deflrudion  of  their 
country.  By  this  union,  and  exertion  of  native  ftrength 
and  fpirit,  ail  ideas  of  invalion  were  efiedually  erafed 
faom  the  defignsof  the  enemy.  But  the  Irifli  became 
fenfible,  at  the  fame  time  of  the  refpeCt  due  to  that  In-* 
ternal  force  which,  until  it  was  called  forth,  through 
the  weaknefs  of  government,  they  were  unconfcious 
of  poflfefrmg.  The  means  were  in  their  hands ;  and 
they  felzed  the  occafion  with  that  fpiric  and  wifdom, 
which  fhewed  they  were  worthy  of  whatever  advan- 
tages it  was  capable  of  affording.  His  Lordlhip  con- 
cluded with  moving  a  refolution,  ^^  That  it  is  highly 
criminal  in  his  MajeAy's  minifters  to  have  negleded 
taking  effeAual  means  for  the  relief  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  in  confequence  of  the  addrefs  of  this  Houfe 
of  the  nth  of  May,  and  of  his  Majeily's  moA  gracious 
anfwer  ;  and  to  have  fuffered  the  difcontents  of  that 
country  to  rife  to  fuch  an  height,  as  evidently  to  en- 
danger the  conftitutional  connection  between  the  two 
kingdoms,  and  to  create  new  embarraffments  to  the 
public  counfels,  through  diviiion  and  diffidence,  in  a 
moment  when  real  unanimity,  grounded  upon  mutual 
confidence  and  affeC^ion,  is  confefTedly  efTential  to  the 
prefervation  of  what  is  left  of  the  Britifh  empire." 
The  motion  was  fupported  by  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
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C  HA  P.  ingbam,  who  faid,  that  if  any  thing  reafonable,  how- 
^^^;  ever  moderate,  had  been  done,  when  he  firil  moved  tbc 
^Tg^^  buiinefs,  or  if  Parliament  had  been  kept  fitting,  as  pro- 
pofcd  by  his  noble  fritiud  on  the  2d  June  laft,  neither 
the  aiTociations,  nor  the  non-importation  agrcemcnir,. 
would  have  ever  aflumed  their  prefent  appearance,  or 
exifted  in  their  prefcnt  extent. 

Earl  Gowcr,  who  had  lately  rcfigned  the  office  of 
Prelident  of  the  Council,  faid  he  ihouid  vote  agaiiilt  the 
motion  made  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne.  The  men  who 
were  the  object  of  public  cenfure  had  defircd  a  few 
days  to  acquit  themfelves  ;  and  the  dignity  and  wifdom 
of  Parliament  were  interefted  in-giving  them  the  ihort 
time  they  ailced,  in  order  to  their  exculpation.  Inde- 
pendently of  that  confiderationyhe  was  fully  convinced 
that  the  charge  of  negled  urged  againR  them  was 
ftriftly  true,  though  not  yet  evident.  He  had  prefided, 
he  faid,  for  fome  years  at  the  council-table,  and  had 
feen  fuch  things  pafs  at  it  of  late,  that  no  man  of  honour 
or  confcience  could  any  longer  lit  there. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  fpoke  in  favour  of  Loi-d 
Shelburne's  motion,  and  attributed  all  the  national  ca* 
lamities  to  the  overgrown  power  of  the  crown, and  its 
iniiuence  upon  ParUament ;  and  particularly  to  that  fe- 
cret  influence  which  had  directed  and  controuled  the 
counfels  of  the  prefent  reign. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  fevcral  obfervations 
were  made  relative  to  an  idea  that  had  been  thrown 
out,  that  the  king  was  his  own  miniiter,  and  alfo  that 
he  was  his  own  general.  Lord  Shelburne  faid,  that  it 
was  af5tually  reported  with  confidence,  and  he  believed 
was  univerfally  underftood  to  be  true,  that  his  Majefty, 
had  the  enemy  attempted  a  landing,  of  which  there 
were  lately  fome  apprehenfions,  meant  to  take  upon 
himfelf  the  command  of  the  army.  It  was  likewife 
faiii,  that  the  King  was  his  own  Secretary,  and  his  own 
tirlt  Commiirioner  of  the  Admiralty.  But  his  Lordihip 
faid,  the  King  might  as  well  be  his  own  Chief  JufHce, 
and  difpenfe  law  on  the  bench  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  as 
be  his  own  General,  Admiral,  or  Secretary.  He  could 
not  a(ft  but  through  the  medium  of  his  miniiters  in 
their  feveral  departments.  Thofe  miniiters  who  wouM 
permit  his  majelly  to  head  his  army,  would  take  the 
rifque  up6n  themfelves,  and  defer ve  impeachment. 
The  well-known  maxim,  that  "  the  King  can  do  no 
wrong,"  was  founded  upon  this  clear  doctrine  of  con- 
(\itutional  law  ;  becaufe  the  King,  in  contemplation  of 
law,  can  do  nothing  without  previous  confultacioa  aad 
advice. 
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The  motion  was  oppofed  by  miniftry,  on  the  ground  C  H  a  i\ 
of  want  of  proof  to  fubftantiate  the  charges  on  which  ^^^^V* 
the  cenfure  in  the  rcfoiution  ^vas  fuppofed  to  be  found-  ^"^X^ 
ed.     Great  debates  enfued  as  ufual,  and  the  motion 
was  at  length  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  82  to  37. 

In  the  Hoafe  of  Commons,  however,  the  miniftcr 
was  continually  preffed  on  the  fame  fubjcft.  He  was 
reminded  of  a  general  obfervation,  fo  current  without 
doors  a5  co  become  almoft  proverbial,  that  miniftry 
were  conitautly  a  day  too  late  in  all  their  meafures ; 
and  thac  what  Ihould  be  done  this  day  or  this  year, 
when  fully  prafticable,  was  always  deferred  to  the 
next,  when  it  was  either  no  longer  pradicable,  or 
incapable  of  anfwering  the  purpofe.  Such,  they  faid, 
had  been  the  cafe  with  every  ftep  relative  to  America  ; 
and  fuch  undoubtedly  would  alfo  be  the  cafe  with  Ire* 
land,  if  meafures  were  not  fpeedily  adopted  for  re- 
drelfiiig  thofe  grievances  fo  much  and  fo  juftly  com- 
plained of.  Thefe  remonftrancas,  with  the  urgent  ne^ 
ceflity  of  public  affairs,  at  laft  proved  effeftuaL  The 
miniiter  gave  notice,  that  in  fomething  more  than  a 
week,  he  would  move  for  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  to  enter  upon  the  bufinefs  ;  but,  on  being  ve- 
hemently urged  to  fome  explanation  of  his  intentions, 
he  was  at  lait  obliged  to  confefs,  that  the  plan  was  not 
as  yet  finally  agreed  upon,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
communicated* 

On  the  13th  of  Dec.  1779,  however,  he  at  length  Lord  ^ 
opened  his  propofitions  for  relief  to  Ireland,  which  NariY« 
were,  i.  To  repeal  thofe  laws  which  prohibit  the  ex-jjJJ^^for 
portation  of   Irilh  manufadures  made  of  and  mixed  the  relief 
with  wool,  or  wool-flocks,  from  Ireland,  to  any  part^^^*"^'*^^; 
in  Europe.     2.  The  repeal  of  fo  much  of  an  aft  of  19. 
Geo.  II.  as  prohibits  the  importation  of  glafs  into  Ire- 
land, except  of  Britifli  manufafture,  or  to  export  glafs 
from  that  kingdoai.     3.  That  Ireland  be  fuffered  to 
carry  on  a  trade  of  export  and  import  to  and  from  the 
Britifli  colonies  in  America,  the  Weft-Indies,  and    the 
African  fetclements,  fubjed,  however,  to  fuch  limita- 
tions and  reftriftions  as  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  Hiould 
iropofe. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  unanimoufiy  agreed  to.  Bills 
founded  On  the  two  firft  were  initanrly  broii^^jhc  in  and 
paiTed  both  Houfes,  and  received  the  royal  aifcnt  be- 
fore the  Chriftmas  recefs;  but  the  third,  beinjj  more 
complex  in  its  nature,  was  fuffered  to  lie  over  till  after, 
not  only  to  afford  leifure  for  farther  confiJeratiun  in 
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CHAP.   Britain,  but  to  give  time  for  perceiving  what  cfiefl  the 
XXXiv.  njeafure  might  have  in  Ireland. 

^■^TgT^  Thel'e  reiblutions  of  the  minifter  in  favour  of  Ireland, 
Irffli  ftui  would  in  all  probability  have  given  entire  fatisfadlion. 
diiu:ifcfi  to  thit  nation,  had  they  been  made  in  proper  time. 
^*  .  But  the  fpirit  of  the  people  was  now  roufed  ;  and  no- 
thing would  fatisfy  them  fliort  of  a  free  trade,  and  a 
free  conftitution.  The  military  affociations  w^cnt  for- 
ward in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  till  at  laft  their  num- 
bers became  truly  formidable  and  alarming.  By  the 
returns  of  the  different  volunteer  corps,  it  appears,  that 
the  number  raifed  in  the  province  of  Ulftcr  was  34,152 
— Munfter,  18,056 — Connaught,  i4^26^--Leini{er, 
22,283 — in  whole,  88,918. — ^Thcfe  were  all  properly 
armed,  provided  with  128  pieces  of  artillery,  together 
with  camp  equipage  for  15,000  men.  The  city  of 
Dublin  and  its  environs  bore  every  appearance  of  being 
in  a  ftate  of  war.  Every  Sunday  was  a  field-day.  Ar 
fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  independent  companies 
muftered  at  the  'Change,  every  man  being  furniJhed 
with  provifions,  powder,  ball,  &c.  for  the  day.  After 
being  called  over,  they  marched  into  the  neighbouring 
fields,  where  prayers  were  read  to  them.  They  then 
■feparated  into  ditVerent  bodies  ;  and  taking  various 
routes,  the  vc{\  of  the  morning  was  fpcnt  in  marches^ 
mock  Ikirmilhes,  &c.  till  dinner-time.  After  repeating 
the  fame  excrcifes  in  the  afternoon,  they  returned  in 
the  evening  with  drums  beating  and  colours  flying  to 
the  'Change,  where  they  were  difmifled  from  duty  ; 
the  utnioft  decorum,  regularity,  and  order  being  ol> 
ferved.  Mo(t  of  the  counties  and  corporations  in- 
flrufted  their  reprefcntativcs  to  vote  for  a  free  trade, 
and  ihort  mutiny-bill ;  and  refirfved,  as  magiftrates  and  ' 
jurymen,  not  to  give  force  to  any  Britifli  aj^  of  Parli- 
ament. At  length  the  populace  became  fo  importunate, 
that  they  furrounded  the  members  of  Parliament  as 
they  went  to  the  Houfe,  and  compelled  them  to  pro 
mife  to  vote  accordingly. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  Irifli  Parlia- 
ment were  difpofed  to  go  the  lengths  that  their  conftl- 
tuents  e>:pe<rted  ;  and  it  was  but  too  evident,  that  fuch 
methods  had  been  employed  to  influence  the  members 
of  both  houfes,  that  the  greater  part  of  them  did  not 
^     feem  difpofed  to  promote  thofe  conltitutiqnal  reforma- 
tions, which  the  public  at  large  were  fo  anxious  to 
MrOrat-  obtain.     When,  on   the   13th  of  November  1781,2 
un'smo-   motion  was  made  by  Mr  Grattan,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Ihort  mur  Commons,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill   to   explain, 
lisy  J)Ul* '  ^mrad,  and  limit  the  mutiny  aft,  it  was  rcjcftcd  by 
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a  great  majority ;  and,  the  following  month,  a  (Imilar  e  H  A  P. 
motion  being  made  in  the  houlb  of  Peers  by  Lord  ^^^J^ 
Arran,  it  was  alfo  rejefted,  though  a  very  fpirited  pro-  ^^gT*^ 
teft  was  entered  againft  the  rejedlion  by  lix  peers. 

In  confequence  of  this  condii^l  of  the  parliament,  the  Refolu- 
volunteer  afibciations  thought  it  neceffary  to  give  the  ^Jon»  o^ 
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molt  decifive  evidence,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  {ynt^^ 
not  to  be  trifled  with  by  thofe  who  pretended  to  be  their  Dungtn- 
reprefcntatives.  Accordingly,  at  a  meeting  of  the  re-  nca. 
prefencatives  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three  corps  of 
volunteers,  held  at  Dungannon,  on  the  15th  6f  Febru- 
ary 1782,  Colonel  Sir  John  Irvine  in  the  chair,  it  was 
refolved,  "  That  a  claim  of  any  body  of  men,  other 
**  than  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Ireland,  to 
**  make  laws  to  bind  tTiat  kingdom,  was  unconftituti- 
"  onal,  illegal,  and  a  grievance — that  the  powers 
**  exercifed  by  the  privy-councils  of  both  kingdoms, 
"  under  colour  or  pretence  of  the  law  of  Foyning's, 
"  wercunconlUtutional  and  a  grievance — that  a  mutiny 
**  bill,  not  limited  in  point  of  duration,  from  feffion  to 
**  feilion,  was  unconltitutional  and  a  grievance — that 
*'  the-ports  of  that  country  were,  by  right,  open  to  all 
"  foreign  countries  not  at  war  with  the  king ;  and  that 
*'  any  burden  thereupon,  or  obi\ni(ftion  thereto,  fave 
**  only  by  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  was  unconllitu- 
"  tional,  illegal,  and  a  grievance.  It  having  been  af- 
*'  ferted,  that  volunteers,'  as  fuch,  could  not  with  pro- 
*'  priety,  debate,  or  publiih  their  opinions  on  political 
**  fubjefts,  or  on  the  condu(fl  of  parliament,  or  parli- 
"  anient  men,  they  refolved,  that  a  citizen,  by  learn- 
**  ing  the  ufe  of  arms,  did  not  abandon  any  of  his  civil 
"  rights ;" — and  they  declared,  that  it  was  their  de- 
cided and  unalterable  determination,  to  feek  a  redrefs 
of  the  public  grievance,  and  to  ufe  all  conltitutional 
means  to  make  fuch  their  purfuit  of  redrcfs  fpeedy  and 
efFeaual.  They  knew,  tbt:y  faid,  their  duty  to  their 
fovereign,  and  were  loyal ;  but  they  knew  thcmfelves, 
and  Vere  refolved  to  be  free.  They  fought  for  their 
rights,  and  no  more  than  their  rights ;  and,  in  fo  jull 
a  purfuit,  they  fliould  doubt  the  being  of  a  Providence, 
if  they  doubted  of  fuccefs. 

One  of  the  moll  firm,  vigorous,  and  eloquent  af- 
fertors  of  the  independence  of  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land, was  Mr  Gractan,  who  had  before  exerted  hira- 
felf  in  oppolition  to  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill.  That 
gentleman,  a  few  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  rcpce- 
fentatives  of  the  volunteers  was  held  at  Dungannon,  Feb.  as. 
moved,  in  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  long  and 
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c  H  A  P.  fpirited  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  declarative  6f  the  rights 
A  XXXIV,  ^f  Ireland^  and  aflcrting,  "  That  no  other  power  but 
^^iif  "  ^^^  King,  with  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland, 
Mr  Grat-  "  wert  competent  to  make  laws  for  Ireland,  though  the 
tan*a  fcft  «  Britifti  Parliament  had  affuraed  fuch  a  power."  This 
^  dcr^ring  ^otion^  after  a  long  debate,  was  however  rejeded  by  a 
the  indc-   large  majority. 

pendence       Matters  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  in 
of  Ireland,  ^j^-g  „nfet:tled  fituation,  at  the  time  of  Lord  Carliflc'i 
^  recall  from  the  Lord-Lieutenancy  of  the  latter  kmg- 

f  dom,  in  which  he  was  fucceeded  by  the  Duke  of  Port- 

*  knd,  upon  the  late  change  of  admin iftration.     In  con- 

Mr  Eden's  fequence  of  this  event,  Mr  Eden,  his  Lordfliip's  Se- 
'  motion  in  cretary,  having  haftily  come  over  to  Britain,  thotaght 
^         ird*"d^^  proper  to  bring  the  affairs  of  Ireland  before  Parliament, 
''^J  as  formerly  mentioned. — On  this  occaiion,  after  taking 

,  a  view  of  the  political  hiftory  of  that  kingdom  during 
the  two  laft  years,  Mr  Eden  acquainted  the  Houfe  with 
the  meafures  which  he  faid  were  then  forming  for  ren- 
dering it  totally  independent  of  the  Britifh  legiflature, 
and  concluded  with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  repeal  fo  much  of  the  aft  of  fthe  6th  of  George  I.  as 
afTerted  a  right  in  the  king  an(4  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  to  make  laws  to  bind  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
The  precipitation  with  which  a  buHnefs  of  fuch  mag- 
nitude and  importance  was  thus  attempted  to  be  forced 
on  the  houfe,  without  previous  communication  with 
any  of  his  Majefty*s  minifters,  or  knowledge  of  their 
intentions,  was  fevorely  cenfured :  and  the  more  cfpe- 
daily  as  it  appeared  that  the  right  honourable  gcnde- 
man  had  refuied  to  give  any  official  information  to  go- 
vernment, relative  to  the  itate  of  the  country  he  had 
jult  left.  Mr  Eden,  though  loudly  called  on  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  perfiftcd  in  urging  its  neceflity  ;  and, 
in  -vindication  of  his  own  condud,  f^ated,  that  the 
reafon  of  his  rcfufing  to  have  any  communicatioa  with 
his  Majefty's  prefent  fervants,  was  the  great  want  of 
attention  to  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  which  they  had  ihown 
in  the  mode  of  appointing  his  fucceffor,  and  in  his  re- 
moval from  the  Lord-lieutenancy  of  the  Eafl-riding  of 
Yorklhire. — ^This  apology  fcrved  rather  to  increafe  the 
difpleafure  of  t/ie  Houfe ;  a  motion  of  cenfurc  on  his 
conduft  was  threatened  j  and  it  was  with  great  difficul- 
ty he  was  at  laft  brought  to  comply  with  the  general 
wiili  of  the  Houfe,  in  withdrawing  his  motion. 

Mr  Fox  informed  the  Houfe,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
debate,  that  the  minifters  of  the  crown,  during  the 
ihort  time  they  bad  been  in  office,  had  aftually  beki 


GEORGE    III.  429 

t 

three  or  four  councils  folcly  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland ;  C  H  A  P. 
and  that  he  hoped  very  foon,  perhaps  within  the  next  ^^^^^* 
four-and-twenty  hours,  to  lay  foiue  Jjrepar^tory  mea-  ^^T?^ 
fure  before  thcni.     Accordingly,  on  the  next  day  April 
9th,  he  brought  a  meflage  from  his  Majerty,  to  inform  Mefiage 
the  Houfe,  *^  That,  being  concerned  to  find  difcontcnts  from  hit 
**  and  jealoufies  prevailing  amongft  his  loyal  fubjedls  in     ^^^  ^* 
**  Ireland,  on  matters  of  great  weight  and  importance, 
**  he  earneftly  recommended  to  the  Houle  to  take  the 
**  fame  into  their  moft  ferious  conlideration,  in  order 
^^  to  make  fuch  a  final  adjuflment  as  might  give  mutual 
**  fatisfadion  to  both  kingdoms."     A  meffage  to  the 
fame  effect  was  delivered  to  the  Lords,  the  firft  day  of 
their  meeting,  and  addreffes  were  unanimoufly  voted 
by  both  Houfes. 

It  being  the  declared  intention  of  adminiftration  to 

froceed  in  this  arduous  buiinefs  in  concert  with  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  a  mellage,  conceived  in  the 
fame  terms  with  thofe  prefented  to  the  Englilh  Houfes, 
was  fent  by  the  duke  of  Portland,  then  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, to  the  Commons  of  that  kingdom,  immediately 
after  his  arrival  to  take  upon  him  the  governmeht. 

This  meffage,  with  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land, was  announced  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ire- 
land, on  the  15th  April  1782,  by  Mr  Hutchinfon,  his 
Majeily's  principal  Secretary  of  State  in  that  kingdom ; 
on  which  occafion,  Mr   Grattan,  the  great  and  elo- 
quent leader  of  the  popular  party,  again  moved  a  de-  Mr  Grat* 
claration  of  rights  under  the  form  of  an  addrefs  to  the  '*"*j!^'|^ 
throne.     In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  he  pronounced  ii„n  for 
an  animated  panegyric  on  the  volunteers,  and  the  late  declaring 
condud  of  the  Iriih  nation.     He  remembered  Ireland,  ****^'"*^*^ 
he  faid,  when  (he  was  a  child  ;  he  had  beheld  her  pro-  of  irdaiwL 
grefs  fiT)m  injuries  to  arms,  and  from  arms  to  liberty.  . 

The  Iriih  were  no  longer  afraid  of  the  French,  nor  of 
any  kingdom,  nor  of  any  miniller:  No  longer  a  di- 
vided colony,  but  an  united  land,  manifefting  itfelf  to 
the  refl  of  the  world  in  (ignal  inllances  of  glory.  If 
men  turned  their  eyes  to  the  relV  of  Europe,  they 
found  the  ancient  Ipirit  expired,  liberty  yielded,  or 
empire  lofl;  nations  living  upon  the  memory  of  pall 
glory,  and  under  the  care  of  mercenary  armies.  But 
in  Ireland  the  inhabitants  had  departed  from  the  ex- 
ample of  other  nations,  and  had  become  an  example  to 
them.  They  had  exceeded  modern,  and  equalled 
ancient  Europe.  Liberty,  in  former  times,  and  in 
other  nations,  was  recovered  by  the  quick  feelings, 
and  rapid  impulfe  of  the  populace  ;  but  in  Ireland,  at 
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CHAP,  the  prcfent  period,  it  was  recovered  by  an  afi  of  the 
AAAi  .  whole  nation,  .reafoning  for  three  years  on  her  fitua- 
tion,  and  then  refcuing  herfelf  by  a  fettled  feiiftof 
right  pervading  the  land.  The  meeting  of  the  military 
delegates  at  Dungannon  was  a  great  event ;  it  was  an 
original  meafurc,  and,  like  all  original  meafures,  mat- 
ter of  furprife,  until  it  became  matter  of  adniiratioiL 
The  Englilh  Convention  parliament  was  not  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  things,  nor  was  the  manner  of  ob- 
taining the  great  charter.  The  barons  met  King  john^ 
not  in  parliament,  but  in  the  field,  and  were  in  array 
when  they  formed  the  bafis  of  Engiilh  freedom.  Great 
meafures  fuch  as  thefe,  the  meeting  of  the  Englifli  at 
Runny  Mead,  and  the  meeting  of  the  Irifn  at  Dun- 
gannon, were  original  tranfaftions,  not  flowing  from 
precedent,  but  containing  in  themlelves  precedent  and 
principljP.  All  the  great  conftitutional  queilions  had 
been  loft,  and  the  public  caufe  had  been  lolt,  if  ihcy 
had  depended  only  on  Parliament ;  but  they  fel)  into 
the  hands  of  the  people,  and  by  the  people  would  be 
preferved.  The  meeting  at  Dungannon  had  rcfolved, 
thats  the  claim  of  the  Bricifh  Parliament  to  bind  Irelai  d 
was  illegal ;  and  this  was  a  conftitutional  declaration* 
The  Irifli  volunteers  were  affociated  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  laws  ;  but  the  claims  of  the  Britiih  Par- 
liament were  the  fubverfion  of  all  law.  The  Ir»lh 
volunteers  had  fupported  the  rights  of  the  Irifti  Parlia- 
ment againft  thofe  temporary  truftees  who  would  have 
relinquilhed  them.  It  fhould  at  the  fame  tiin«  beob- 
ferved,  that  England  had  no  reafon  to  fear  the  Iriih 
volunteers.  They  would  die  for  England,  and  her 
majeftic  race  of  men.  Allied  by  liberty,  as  well  at 
by  allegiance,  the  two  nations  formed  a  conftitutional 
confederacy.  The  perpetual  annexation  of  the  crown 
was  one  great  bond,  but  Magna  Charta  was  a 
greater  bond.  It  would  be-eafy  to  find  a  king,  but 
^mpoflible  for  the  Irifli  to  find  a  nation  who  could  com- 
municate to  them  a  great  charter,  fave  only  England  ; 
and  it  was  this  which  made  England  their  natural 
connexion.  Ireland  was  planted  by  Britiih  privileges, 
as  well  as  by  Britiih  men.  It  was  a  connexion,  not,  as 
had  been  falfcly  afferted,  by  conqueft,  but  by  charter. 
Every  true  Irilhman  would  fay,  "  Liberty  with  Eng- 
land J  but  at  all  events  liberty  !"  The  Iriih  nation 
were  too  high  in  pride,  charadter,  and  power,  to  fulfcr 
any  other  nation  to  claim  a  right  to  make  rheir  laws. 
England  had,  indeed,  brought  forward  the  queition, 
not  only  by  making  laws  lor  Ireland  the  preceding 
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feflion,  but  by  enabling  his  Majefty  to  repeal  all  the  CHAP. 
laws  which  England  had  made  for  America.     Had  ihe  ^^^ 
confented  to  repeal  the  declaratory  adl  againft  Ame-    .  jygt. 
ripa,  and  would  Ihe  retain  the  declaratory  aft  againft 
Ireland  ?    Was   ilie  ready  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendency of  America,  and  would  Ihe  not  acknowledge 
the  liberty  of  the  ancient   kingdom  of  Ireland?     If 
Great  Britain  were  capable  of  impofing  that  diftinftion, 
the  Irifh  nation  was  incapable  of  fubmitting  to  it. 

After  fortie  debate,  Mr  Grattan's  motion  was  agreed 
to,  without  a  divifion,  in  the  very  fame  feflionin  which 
a  majority  of  that  houfe  had  before  voted  againft  any 
fuch  meafure  ;  fo  much  were  the  Irifh  Parliament  en- 
lightened, by  the  fpirit  which  the  people  at  large  exhi- 
bited, and  by  the  various  public  refolutionsof  the  armed  Mr  Grat. 
aflbciations.  In  the  addrefs  it  was  declared,  that  his^*^'*^*^* 
MujcUy's  fubjeds  of  Ireland  were  a  free  people;  thatj^i^ua, 
the  crown  of  Ireland  was  an  imperial  crown,  infepara- greed  to. 
bly  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  on  which 
connexion  the  intcreft  and  happinefs  of  both  nations 
cirentially  depend  ;  but,  that  the  kingdom  of  Ireland 
was  a  diftinv^t  kingdom,  with  a  Parliament  of  her  own, 
the  fole  legiflature  thereof;  that  there  was  no  body  of 
men  competent  to  make  laws  to  bind  that  nation,  ex- 
cept the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland  ;  nor 
any  other  parliament,  which  had  any  authority  or 
power  of  any  fort  whatever  in  that  country,  fave  only 
the  Pa^  liamcnt  of  Ireland.  They  aflured  his  Majefty, 
that  they  humbly  conceived  that  in  this  right  the  very 
eiTence  of  their  liberty  exiftcd.  It  was  a  right  which 
they,  on  the  part  of  all  the  people  of  freland,  claim- 
ed as  their  birth-right,  and  which  they  could  not  yield 
but  with  their  lives.  The  addrefs  concluded  with  ex- 
preirmg  their  molV  fanguine  expeftations  from  his  Ma- 
jefty's  virtuous  choice  qf  a  chief  governor,  and  their 
great  confidence  in  the  wife,  aufpicious,  and  conftitu- 
tional  counfcls  which  they  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  fee 
his  Majefty  had  adopted. 

On  the  ground  of  this  addrefs,  the  repeal  of  the  aft 
coiiiplr.iued  of  was  moved  by  the  two  fecretaries  of 
ftare, LVIiy  17th,  in  both  Houfesof  theBritHh parliament. 
The  other  points  lying  between  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land and  the  King,  it  was  only  refolved,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commi>ns,  *^  That  it  was  cffentially  necefTary  to  the 
'*  mutual  happinefs  of  the  two  countries,  that  a  firm 
"  and  folid  conneftion  fhould  be  forthwith  cftablifhed, 
^^  by  the  confent  of  both,  and  that  his  Majefty  Ihould 


432  HISTOPvY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP.  «  be  rcquefted  to  give  the  proper  direfUons  for  promo- 
XXXIV.  u  ting  the  fame." 

^"^Tg^       Thefe  motions  pa  (Ted,    after  a  (hort  converlation, 
without  any  bppotitlon  ;  and,  on  the  27th  of  the  fame 
month,  the  duke  of  Portland  went  in  ftate  to  the  Irifli 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and,  in  a  fpcech   to  both   Houfes  of 
Parliament,  acquainted  them  with  the  fteps    that  had 
been  taken  by   the  Britiih  legiflature,  in   compliance 
with  their  demands,  and  with  his  Majefty's  gracious 
intentions  to  give  his  aifent  to  adls  for  prerenting  the 
fupprelTion  or  alteration  of  bills  in  the  privy   council, 
and  for  limiting  the  duration  of  the  mutiny  aA  to  the 
term  of  two  years.     In  anfwer  to  this  fpeecb,  a  fecond 
addrefs  to  the  king  was  agreed  on,  by   both  houfes, 
cxprdfing  their  perfeft  fatisfaction  in  the  meafures  pro- 
pofed,  and  their  affurances,  that,  as  foon  as  they  Ihould 
be  carried  into  efFe<^,  no  conlUtutional   queilioa  be- 
tween the  two  countries  would  any  longer  exift. 
Iriili  Par-       In  return  for  this  liberal  procedure  of  the  Britifli 
liamert     government,  in   relinquifliing  its  claims  without  any 
oocTfcal    ^^Jpulation  or  condition  whatever,  the  parliament  of 
men—     Ireland  immediately  voted  ioo,oool.  for  the   purpofe 
alfo  50,     q{  raifing  2.0,000  Irifli  feamen,  for  the  fervice  of  his 
M^GrlTt.  Majerty's  navy.     The  fum  of  50,000!.  was  alfo  voted 
laa.  "  for  purchafing  an  eftate,  and  erecting  a  manlion 

**  thereon,  to  be  fettled  on  Henry  Grattan,  Efq ;  and 
*'  the  heirs  of  his  body,  as  a  teftimony  of  their  grati- 
*'  tudc,  for  the  unequalled  benefitj  conferred  by  him 
*'  on  that  kingdom." 
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Negoclatkns  for  a  general  peace Several  reform  hills 

pajftd Refolution  refpe^ing  the  Middlefex  eleJIion 

expunged Mr  Pities  reprefeniation  hill Death 

of  the  Marquis  of  Bjscklngham Rejignations — 

New  mini/iry Dehates  in  Parliament  on  the  rejignd" 

thns Reports  of  the  India  Committees Proroga* 

tion Preliminary  articles  of  peace  agreed  on De- 
bates upon  their  heing  laid  before  Parliament Houfe 

Qf  Commons  difapprove  of  thmn^  and  vote,  a  refolution  of 
ce7ifure  againjl  miniJiry^-^—Conclufion.  * 


WHILST  mcafures  were  thus  happily   piiffiiing  C  H  A  P- 
for  reftoring  order  and  tranquillity  in  the  fifter  X^^^* 
kingdom,  the  new  miniftry  were  no  lefs  anxioufly   in-  ^"^'y^ 
tent  on  efFedluating  a  general  peace  with  the  different  Negon'a- 
foreign  powers  with  whom  the  nation  was  at  war.  No««'n«  f<^ra 
time  was  loft  in  purfuit  of  this  great  object,  or  in  taking  S<^""*^ 
'the  neceffary  fteps  for  its  attainment.     Accordingly, 
ths  Emprefs  of  Riiffia  having  offered  her  mediation,  in 
order  to  reftore  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  Hol- 
Jaad,  Mr  Secretary  Fox,  within  two  days  after  his  en- 
trance into  office,  wrote  a  letter  toMonf.  Simolin,  the 
Ruflian  minifter  in  London,  informing  him  that  his 
Majefty  was  ready  to  enter  into  a  negociation,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fetting  on  foot  a  treaty  of  peace,  on  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  that  which  was  agreed  to  in  1674,  be* 
twecn  his  Maje(\y  and  the  Republic  of  Holland  ;  and 
that  in  order  to  facilitate  fuch  a  treaty,  he  was  willing 
Vol.   VL  2  L 
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to  give  immediate  orders  for  a  fufpcnfion  of  hoftiliiies, 
if  the  States-General  were  difpofed  to  agree  to  tbac 
meafurc.  But  the  States  o;"  Holland  did  not  appear  in- 
clined to  a  feparate  peace  ;  nor,  perhaps  would  it  have 
been  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  found  policy,  if  they 
had  agreed  to  any  propoiitions  of  this  kind.  However, 
immediately  after  the  change  of  miniflry,  negociations 
for  a  general  peace  were  commeiiced  at  Paris.  Mr 
Grenville  was  inverted  wirh  frll  powers  to  treat  with 
all  parties  at  war  ;  and  wasalfo  directed  topropol'e  tlic 
independency  of  the  Thirteen  United  Provinces  of 
America,  in  the  firit  inilance,  inftead  of  making  it  a 
condition  of  a  general  treaty.  Admiral  Digby  and 
General  Carleton  were  alfo  diredVed  to  acquaint  ibe 
American  Congrefs  wirh  the  pacific  views  of  the  Briiiih 
court,  and  with  the  offer  that  was  made  to  acknow- 
ledge tlie  independency  of  the  United  States. 

Nor  were  the  new  adminifti*ation  lefs  anx^ioufly  intent 
on  maturing  and  bringing  forward  thofe  plans  of 
pcconomy  and  reformation  at  home,  for  the  execution 
of  which  they  flood  pledged  to  the  public.  The  bills 
for  difqualifying  revenue  officers  from  voting  in  the 
ele^ion  of  members  of  Parliament,  and  for  rendering 
billsplffcd  contractors  incapable  of  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, paffed  the  lower  Houfe,  after  a  feeble  oppofition. 
In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  they  were  more  ftrenuoufly  com- 
bated by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
and  other  Lords  ;  but  aft  length  were  carried  by  very 
large  majorities,  and  received  the  royal  alTent. 
ATfothe  -^^  ^^^  ^^*"^  ^""^  ^^^^  thcfe  bills  were  in  their  pro- 
reform  in  grcfs,  tUe  great  plan  of  reform  in  the  civil-liil  expendi- 
the  Civil-  ture  was  again  brought  forwards  by  Mr  Burke,  who, 
upon  the  recent  change  of  adminiHration,  had  been 
appointed  pay-mafter  general  of  the  forces.  This  im- 
portant objecT^,  in  which  the  principles  of  future  (econo- 
my were  combined  with  the  abolition  of  an  eaorinous 
weight  of  influence  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  was 
introduced  by  a  meflage  from  the  King,  in  which  be 
recommended  to  the  Houfe,  "  the  conitderacioa  of  an 
efFeftual  pl<4n  of  ceconomy ,  through  all  the  branches  of  the 
public  ex{>endicure ;  and  acquainted  them,  that  he  had 
taken  intohisadual  confideration,arefbrmandregii]aci- 
on  in  hisci  vil  eilablifliment,  which  he  would  Ihortly  caufe 
to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  defiring  their  afliitance 
towards  carrying  the  fame  more  Ailly  into  execution. 
He  declared  he  had  no  referve  with  his  people,  on 
whofe  aiTe^^ions  be  refted  with  a  fure  reliance,  as  the 
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bcft  fupport  of  the  true  honour  and  dignity  of  his  crown  Ch  A  P. 
and  goyernibcnt,"  ^^^^^^1 

The  addrefs  was  moved  by  Mr  Burke,  and  fcconded  ,^3,, 
by  Mr  Powys,  who  both  (poke  with  ligns  of  great 
emotion,  declaring  thcmfclves  unable  to  give  utterance 
to  the  feelings  which  fo  happy  and  {glorious  an  ^vent 
had  excited.  The  papers  mentioned  in  the  melTage, 
were  not  laid  before  the  Houfe  until  the  beginning  of 
May,  when  Mr  Burke  was  called  to  the  chair  of  the 
Comniitcee  appointed  to  take  them  into  confideration, 
and  was  directed  to  move  the  Houfe  for  leave  to  bring 
ia  a  bill  to  enable  his  Majedy  to  pay  off  the  debt  on 
his  civil  lift,  to  prevent  the  like  in  future,  and  to  carry 
into  a  law  the  retrenchments  which  his  Maj^fty  had 
gracJoufly  propofed  to  make  in  his  houfehold. 

This  bill  being  a  part  of  that  large  and  comprehen- 
live  plan  of  regulation,  which  had  beei?  fubmitced  to 
Parliament  by  Mr  Burke  two  years  before,  it  is  unne- 
ceiTary  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  it  on  the  prefent  occar 
(ion.  It  Jhall  luiHce  to  remark,  that  it  was  propofed 
by  this  new  bill  to  abolilh  the  Board  of  Trade,  the 
Board  of  Works,  and  the  Great  Wardrobe,  together 
with  the  office  of  Third  Secretary  of  State,  and  alio 
the  offices  of  Treafurer  of  the  Chamber,  Cofferer  of 
the  Houfehold,  the  Lords  of  Police  of  Scotland,  the 
Paymafter  of  the  Penfions,  the  Mafter  of  the  Harrers, 
xhc  Mailer  of  the  Scag-hounds,  and  fix  clerics  to  the 
Board  of  Green  Cloth.  Various  other  favings  were  to 
be  made-  by  this  bill,  to  the  amount,  in  the  whole,  of 
about  72,3681.  per  annum. 

Unfortunately,  however,  it  appeared,  that  the  arrear 
due  on  the  civil  lift  amounted  to  295,877!.  i8s.  4d.  and 
for  the  payment  of  this  debt  provifion  was  n»ade  by  the 
bUl.  It  was  the  more  mortifying  to  the  nation  to  have 
this  royal  debt  to  pay,  as  fo  liberal  and  ample  an  al- 
lowance had  been  before  made  for  the  fupport  of  his 
Majeity  ;  as  the  King's  debts  had  been  before  repeatedly 
liquidated  by  grants  from  Parliament ;  and  as  there 
was  no  appearance  of  any  fplendor  in  the  royal  houf- 
hold  adequte  to  fuch  enormous  expences,  or  any  evi-  . 
dence  that  the  great  fums  raifed  from  the  people,  and 
granted  to  the  crown,  had  been  employed  for  the 
honour  of  the  Prince,  or  for  any  bcnerical  purpofe 
whatever. 

Mr.  Burke's  bill  paffed  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with- 
out much  oppolUion  ;  but  was  very  ftrongly  op'pofcd 
iu  the  Houle  of  Lords  by  the  Chancellor  and  Lore) 
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CHAP.  Loughborough.     It  was,  however,  zealoufly  defended 
XXXV.  jjy  jg^  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  the  Earl  of  Shelbume; 
^^I^^^  and  having  paffed  both  Houfes,  received  the  royal 
•  affent. 
Pay-office       This  bill  was  followed  by  another  for  the  regulation 
1»*^«  of  hi^own  of&cc  ;   the  principal  objcft  of  which  was  to 

prevent  the  poITibility  of  any  balance  accumulating  in 
the  hands  of  the  Paymafter-general. 
Rcfoluti-        ^  motion  was  made  by  Mr  Wilkes,  May  3d,  for 
on  refpcc-  expunging  from  the  journals  of  the  Houfe,  the  famous 
ting  the-   reiolution  of  the  17th  of  February  1769,  relatii^c  to 
dcdUon"'*^  Middlefex  election.     Mr  Wilkes,    after  fo  long 
expunged.  ^  fucceifion  of  annual  defeats,  now  triumphed  at  laA  ; 
there  being  on  the  divifion,  ayes  1 15  ;  noes  47.     Both 
Mr  Fox  and  Lord  North  fpoke  and  voted  againft  the 
queftion. 
Mr  Pitt's        ^"  ^^^  7^*^'  ^^  William  Pitt  brought  the  fubjed  of 
bill  for  a    a  reform  in  the  conftitution  of  Parliament  again  before 
xcfonn  in  the  Houfe.     The  infuperable  difficulties  that  had  oc- 
the  conai-  purred  in  bringing  the  friends  of  fuch  reformation  to 
Pariia-       agree  in  any  fpecific  propolition,  induced  him  on  the 
meat.        pre  fen  t  occafion  to  vary  the  mode  of  proceeding,  and 
to  move,  "  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  in  Parliament,  and 
to  report  to  the  Houfe  their  fentiments  thereon."    The 
debate  was  long,  and  ably   fupported  by  the  mover, 
Mr  Sawbridge,  Sir  George  Saville,  Mr  Fox,  and  others, 
on  the  fide  of  a  reform  jj^nd  by  Mr  Powys,  Mr  Tho- 
mas Pitt,  and  the  Lord  l^vocatc  of  Scotland,  againft 
it.     On  a  divifion,  the  motion  was  rejcfted  by  a  majo- 
rity of  i6i  to  14^. 

The  latenefs  of  the  feafon  not  affording  time  for  the 
completion  and  perfection  of  all  the  plans  of  reform  and 
regulation,  which  were  in  contemplation  of  the  new 
miniftry,  in  order  to  prevent  their  being  neglected  or 
forgotten  in  any  fubfequent  change  of  circumftances, 
Lord  John  Cavendilh  moved,  June  i8th,  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  ten  refolutions,  relating  to 
various  branches  of  reform.  But  vvhilft  Parliament 
was  thus  fuccefsfully  engaged  in  profccuting  the  moii 
efte^ual  meafure  for  the  fecurity  of  its  own  inde- 
pendence, for  healing  the  breaches  of  the  conftitution, 
and  relieving  the  burdens  of  the  people,  a  heavy  ca- 
lamity was  approaching,  which  again  darkened  the 
peath  of  profp€(fl  that  had  fo  happily  opened  to  the  nation.  This 
^bc  Mar-  vvas  the  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  on  the 
locl^c.    *^  J"*.y  ^78^-     ^^^^  Marquis  died  of  a  dropj'y  in  his 

aint  he  had  been  afBidcd  for 


Kg.   ,\ftJ"lr782.     The  Man 
hskt(u     '    itomach^  with  which  conipl 


GEORGE    III. 


437 


many  years,  but  kept  it  back  by  exercife.    His  latQ  clofe  CHAP. 
application  to  bufmefs  was  fuppofcd  to  have  accelerat/sd  ^^^V, 
his    death.     Having  left  no  iffue,  a  great  part  of  his  ^"^[^J^ 
valuable   eftates  deicend  to  Earl  Fitz-WilUam,  his  ne- 
phew, as  heir  at  law. 

The  rank,  fortune,  and  great  perfonal  and  parlia- 
mentary influence  of  the  Marquis,  had  raifed  him  ta 
the  high  Nation  in  which  he  had  been  placed  ;  and  the  ' 

niildnefs  and  moderation  of  his  temper,  and  his  amiable 
manners,  had  greatly  contributed,  during  his  life,  after 
he  came  into  office,  to  prevent  any  open  variance  in 
the  Cabinet ;  though  there  had  been  fome  appearance 
of  diffatisfadion  and  difference  of  opinion.  But  the 
death  of  the  Marquis  afforded  ample  fcope  for  the 
workings  of  rivalihip  and  contention.  The  Earl  of 
Shelburne  obtained  from  his  Majefty  the  office  of  Firll 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Mar- 
quis ;  an  appointment  which  gave  great  offence  to  fome 
of  his  colleagues,  and  more  particularly  to  Mr  Fox.  Ic 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  wifh  of  that  gentleman, 
and  of  others  conneded  with  him,  that  the  Duke  of 
Portland  fhould  Jiave  been  appointed  Firit  Lord  of  the 
Treafury,  and  that  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  and  himfelf 
fliouid  have  continued  Joint-Secretaries  of  State.  How- 
ever this  might  be,  it  is  certain,  that  the  elevation  of 
the  Earl  to  the  Treafury  gave  fo  much  offence,  that 
Mr  Fox  and  Lord  John  Cavendifh  immediately  re-  Rcfigoa- 
figned  their  offices  ;  and  were  followed  by  the  Duke  ^>ons. 
ot  Portland;  by  Mr  Frederick  Montague  and  Lord 
Alchorpe,  from  the  Board  of  Treafury  ;  Lord  Dun- 
cannou  and  Mr  John  Townlhetui,  from  the  Admiralty  ; 
Mr  Edmund  Burke,  from  the  Pay-office  ;  and  Mr  Lee, 
Solicitor  General.  Thefe  probably  expefted  thit 
others  in  office  v/oukl  have  refigned  with  them.  But 
fome  of  the  other  members  of  the  Cabinet,  though 
little  attached  to  Lord  Shelburne,  appeared  to  conlidcr 
the  rellgnation  of  Mr  Fox  as  too  precipitate  an  acft, 
and  therefore  continued  to  retain  their  offices ;  and 
thofe  who  were  perfonal ly  connected  with  the  EarJ, 
naturally,  and  of  courfe,  continued  in  their  Nations. 
His  Lordlhip  alio  attached  to  his  interefl  Mr  William 
Pitt,  Ion  to  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham  ;  a  gentleman, 
who,  at  a  very  early  life,  had  already  greatly  diitin-  Ncwi  * 
guifhed  himfelf  in  Parliament,  and  who  was  prevailed  '^^ 
upon,  at  this  very  critical  period,  to  accept  the  office 
of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  room  of  Lprd 
John  Cavendifh.*  The  other  principal  offices  were 
filled  up  as    follows  :    Mr  Thomas   Townfliend  and 
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CHAR  Lord  Grantham  were  made  Secreuries  of  State  ;  Mr 
XXXV.  i^ichard  Jackfon  and  Mr  Edv/ard  James  Elliot,  Com- 
^^^i;^^  m'fifioners  of  Treafury  ;  Mr  John  Jeffries  Pratt  and 
Mr  John  Aubrey,  CommifTioners  of  Admiraky  ;  Mr 
Ifaac  Barre,  Paymalter  of  the  Forces  ;  Mr  Pepper 
Arden,  Solicitor  General;  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot- 
land, Treafurerpf  the  Navy;  and  the  Earl  of  Temple, 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

On  the  9rh  of  July,  Mr  Fox  took  occaGon  to  ftatc 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fome  reafons  for  his  late  re- 
Debate!    Cgnation.  He  obferved,  that  he  confidered  this  meafure 
•n  the  rc-  as  a  ncceflary  ftep,  when  he  found  himfelf  in  a  Cabinet, 
figoatioiu.  which  was  divided  upon  points  that  he  regarded  as  of 
the  utraoft  importance.     When  he  went  into  that  Ca- 
binet, he  confidered  himfelf  as  pledged  to  his  country 
for  the  fyltem  he  purfued.    What  then  was  to  be  done, 
when,  to  his  plain  and  evident  conviction,  thefe  prin- 
ciples were  departed  from  by  fome  of  thofe  minifters  ? 
It  was  his  immediate  diity  to  retire  from  a  lituation, 
in  which  he  could  no  longer  adt  with  honour  to  him* 
felf,  as  he  could  no  longer  a6l   with  fervice  to  Kis 
country. 

General  Conway,  who  had  remained  in  office,  faid. 
It  was  very  natural  to  expe^,  that  in  a  Cabinet  com- 
pofcd  of  eleven  men,  all  with  ftrong,  manly,  and  inde- 
pendent minds,  there  would  be  fliades  of  dtfTerence  in 
their  opinions ;  but  thefe  (hades  of  diflference  would 
be  unellential  and  unimportant,  as  they  all  agreed  on 
the  great  outline,  objett,  aUd  end  which  was  in  view, 
and  only  differed  about  the  means  of  obtaining  it. 
Excepting  thofe  fmall  and  nice  ihades  of  difference,  he 
knew  of  no  difagreement  and  divifion  in  the  Cabinet, 
which  ought  to  have  induced  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  to  refign  his  place,  and  to  withdraw  his 
powerful  talents  and  great  influence  from  the  govera- 
jnent  of  this  country,  to  the  eftablilhment  of  which  he 
had  fo  much  contributed. 

This  called  up  Mr  Fox  again,  who  begged  that  the 
Houfe  would  excufe  him  for  rifuig  a  fecond  time  to 
exculpate  himfelf,  not  only  from  the  heavy  charge  of 
having  quitted  the  fervice  of  the  public  without  caufe, 
but  againft  an  infinuation  of  his  having  done  it  from 
pique,  and  from  a  difappointment  in  a  conteftfor  place 
and  power.  He  faid,  he  was  happy  in  being  able  to 
anfwer  the  latter  charge  effectually,  and  to  appeal  to 
the  right  honourable  General  himfelf  for  the  truth  of 
his  afiertions.  He  then  declared,  that  before  the  death 
•f  the  noble  Marquir,  and  at  a  time  when  his  recovery 
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was  hoped  for  with  great  confidence,  he  had  in  fullCHAP. 
Cabinet  declared  his  intentions  of  religtiing,  if  certain   ^^^^• 
meafures  were  not  adopted.    He  was  out-voted  in  that  ^^J^l^ 
Council ;  different  meafures  were  adopted ;  and  as  he 
looked  upon  thofe  meafures  to  be  in  the  iaft  degree 
dangerous,  he  owed  it  to  himfelf  and  to  his  country, 
not  to  remain  any  longer  in  a  ficuation,  in  which  be 
could  not  ad  without  renouncing  bis  principles,  or  be- 
traying his  truft  with  the  public.     Mi*.  Fox  made  fom^ 
fevere  reBedionson  the  character  of  the  Earl  of  Siiel- 
burn^,  and  alfigned  his  appointment  to  the  office  of 
Flrlt  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  as  an  additional  reafon  for 
lus  reiignation.     His  Lordihip  was,  he  faid,  a  giant  in 
promifes,  but  a  pigmy  in  performance.     He  was  a  man 
who  would  declare,  that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
ought  to  be  dirainilhed;  but  who  would,  at  the  fame 
time,  tlireaten  ihem  with  a  revival  of  the  King's  ne- 
gative, whenever  they  attempted  to  tnove  any  Inllsof 
retrenchment.    In  ihort,  he  was  a  man,  whofe  qualities 
were   exadly  the  revcrfe  of  thofe  of  his  prcdecelTor. 
It  might,  perJiaps,   be  afked.  Why  he  came  into  office 
with  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  at  all,  if  he  entertained  fuch 
fentiments  concerning  him?    To  this  he  muft  anfwer, 
that  he   had  ftrong  objedions  to  it  from  the  Hrft  j  and 
with  refpcft  both  to  him,  and  to  another  noble  perfon, 
the  Chancellor,   the  only  thing  that  could  make  him 
fubmit  to  aflbciate  with  them  in  office,  was,  the  fatisfac- 
tory  pledge  which  he  had  for  the  integrity  of  the  ad- 
miniftration  in  the  late  Marquis  of  Rockingham  being 
at  the  head  of  it. 

After  Mr  Fox,  Lord  JohnCavendiJh  got  up, and  con- 
tented himfelf  with  declaring  in  general  terms,  that 
iinding  a  different  fyftenl  was  meant  to  be  purfuedfroin 
that  on  which  the  late  adminiilration  had  been  formed, 
and  finding  it  impoflible  by  his  prefcnce  to  prevent  it, 
he  had  determined  to  withdraw,  that  he  might  not  di- 
vide the  Cabinet,  and  render  it  the  fcene  of  confufion 
it  had  been  in  the  time  of  their  predeceflbrs. 

Mr  William  Pitt  arraigned  the  conduct  of  the  late 
fecretary  of  Itate  in  the  fevereft  terms.  It  was  evi- 
dent,  he  faid,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  right  hou. 
gentleman's  fpeeches,  that  he  was  more  at  variance 
with  men  than  their  meafures.  He  denipd  that  he 
had  adduced  any  public  ground  on  which  his  reiigna- 
tion was  juflifiable. 

This  converiation,  which  continued  to  a  late  hour 
in  the  night,  was  clofed  by  Mr  Lee.  He  faid  he  had 
Jieard  much  of  diffeniion,  but  he  had  not  fcen  one 
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C  H  A  ?•  perfon  ftep  forward  to  fay  the  Earl  of  Shclburne  wat 
^^^^'j  a  fit  and  proper  perfoa  for  the  high  office  he  held.  If 
\!X^  there  was  any  fuch  perfon,  he  wilhed  to  hcai-  him. 
He  conchided  with  fome  obfervations  on  the  youcb 
and  inexperience  of  the  new  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer. He  faid,  there  was  an  obvious  intention  of 
trifling  with  the  people,  by  bringing  forward  one  of 
their  favourites  as  a  compenfation  for  infulting  ano- 
ther; but  though  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
adorn  any  fcene  in  which  his  part  was  properly  caft, 
yet  he  did  not  think  the  confidence  of  the  people 
would  be  much  increafed,  by  putting  the  complicated 
bufinefs  of  our  finances  into  the  hands  of  a  boy. 

Next  day,  July  loth,  the  faaie  interefting  fubjcdl 
was  difculTed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  The  Duke  of 
Richmond  followed  General  Conway  in  declaring, 
th«  fo  long  as  the  great  principles  on  which  the  late 
adminiftration  had  been  formed  was  adhered  to,  (and 
he  had  no  reafon  to  imagine  they  would  be  abandon- 
ed) he  ihould  continue  to  aft  with  and  fupport  the 
noble  Earl. 

The  earl  of  Shelburne  now  rofe,  and  declared  him- 
felf  perfeftly  fatisKed  with  being  fupported  on  the 
terms  ftated  by  the  noble  duke.  It  was  from  his  inea- 
fures,  not  from  his  promifes,  that  he  expefted  to  de- 
rive fupport ;  and  if  they  fhould  not  be  found  to  de- 
ferve  it,  he  would  not  repine  at  not  finding  it. 

His  Lordfhip  likewife  remarked,  that  he  had  been 
charged"  with  inconfillence  refpefting  America.  To 
clear  himfelf  of  this,  he  afferted,  that  he  (till  held  the 
fame  principles  in  rcfpeft  to  American  independence 
which  he  at  firft  imbibed.  He  had  been,  and  yet  was 
of  opinion,  that  whenever  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  acknowledged  that  point,  the  fun  of  England's 
glory  was  fet  forever.  It  was  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Chatham,  as  well  as  of  many  other  able  ftatefmen. 
Some  noble  lords,  however,  thought  differently  ;  and 
as  the  majority  of  the  cabinet  fupported  them,  he  ac- 
quiefced  in  the  meafure,  diffeniing  from  the  idea. 
But  if  independence  were  to  be  granted,  if  Parliament 
deemed  that  meafure  prudent,  he  forefaw  in  his  own 
mind  that  England  was  undone.  He  wifheJ  to  God, 
that  he  had  been  deputed  to  the  Cungrefs,  that  he 
might  plead  the  caufe  of  that  country  as  well  as  of 
this  ;  and  that  he  might  exercife  whatever  powers  he 
poflefled,  as  an  orator,  to  fave  both  from  ruin,  by 
bringing  the  Congrefs  to  a  conviftion,  that  if  their  in- 
dependence was  ligned,  their  liberties  were  gone  for 
ever. 
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Thcfc  obfervations  made  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  chap. 
rcfpefting  the  independence  of  America,  muft  appear  ^^^^ 
very  extraordinary,  when  it  is  confidercd,  that  this     i;^,. 
fpeech  of  his  lordfhip  was  made  fome  time  after  Ge- 
neral Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby  were  direfted  by 
that  miniftry,  of  which  his   lordihip   was  a  part,  to 
write   a  letter  to  General  Waihifngton,  acquainting 
him — "  That  his  Majcfty,  in  order  to  remove  all  ob- 
iiacles  to  that  peace,  which  he  fo  ardently  wilhed  to 
reftore,  had  commanded  his   minifters  to  direft  Mr  \ 

Grcnville,  that  the  independence  of  the  Thirteea 
United  Provinces  fliould  be  propofed  by  him  in  the 
firft  indance,  inAead  of  making  it  a  condition  of  a 
general  treaty/'  There  was  an  appearance  of  dupli- 
city in  this  conduAy  which  is  not  eafily  to  be  account- 
ed for. 

The  limits  neceiTary  to  be  obferved,  will  not  permit  Reports  of 
entering  into  a  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  ^^^  '"^»» 
of  Commons  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  J^"^'** 
Company.     The  two  committees  continued  to  fit  du- 
ring the  whole  feflion  with  unremitted  diligence  and 
application.     Their  reports  were  voluminous  beyond 
example,  and  univerfally  allowed  to  be  drawn  up  with 
the  greateft  ability  and  judgment. 

On  the  nth  of  July,  fome  altercation  took  place  in 
both  houfes  concerning  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  and 
feveral  aflertions  which  had  been  made  by  that  noble- 
man, the  truth  of  which  was  ftrongly  contefted.  But 
the  farther  profecution  of  thefe  difputes  was  prevented,  p^oj^^^. 
by  the  Parliament  being  prorogued  on  that  day.  tion. 

In  confequence  of  the  refolutions  of  the  Britifii  Par-  Negocia- 
lianicnt  for  an  accommodation  with  the  American  Colo-  '»on»  fo' 
nies,  and  the  inftrudlions  which  had  been  difpatched  to  ^^^' 
Sir  Guy  Carleton,  who  fucceeded  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
at  New- York  ;  Sir  Guy,  early  in  May  1782,  difpatch- 
ed a  letter  to  General  Walhington,  informing  him  of 
the  proceeding  in  Parliament,  and  his  powers  to  treat 
With  the  United  States  on  the  fubjeA  of  peace  ;  at  the 
fame  time,  requiring  a  paffport  for  Mr  Morgan,  his 
Secretary,  whom  he  propofed  to  difpatch  on  the  fame 
bullnefs  to  Congrefs.  Mr  Walhington  referred  the 
propofal  to  Congrefs  ;  but,  being  determined  not  to 
make  a  feparate  peace,  they  forbade  his  granting  the 
paflport,  and  gave  itricft  injundions  againft  the  receiv- 
ing any  propolals,  or  the  admiflionof  any  emiiTarie&froin 
Britain,  on  that  fubject. 

While  the  Americans  were  thus  oftentatioufly  ilC^ 
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CHAP  playing  their  public  fidelity,  and  endeavouring  even  to 
XXXV.  ^^^  ^1^  ^|j^  poiribiiity  of  temptation,  by  fhutting  out 
^"'Ig^  every  overture  towards  a  fepa/ate  accommodacion,  we 
are  to  loolc  to  the  meafures  that  were  purfuing  in  Europe, 
for  the  attainment  of  a  general  peace  between  all  the 
parties  concerned  in  the  war.  Two  of  the  firit  powers 
in  Emope,  the  Emprefs  of  RuiBa  and  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  were  tiie  mediators  in  this  great  buUnefs  ; 
the  difficulties  of  which  feemed  in  no  fmail  degree  to  be 
done  away,  by  the  difpolition  of  granting  indepentlence 
to  America  which  prevailed  in  England.  With  refpeA 
to  France,  indeed,  as  the  attainment  of  that  point  was 
ber  only  avowed  object  in  the  war,  its  being  granted 
feemed  at  once  to  remove  the  very  ground  of  conten- 
tion. As  to  Spain,  if  her  conduct  and  motives  could  ac 
all  be  clearly  comprehended,  ihe  entered  into  the  war, 
rather  as  an  aiixiliary,  and  in  confequence  o(  the  fami- 
ly compact,  than  as  a  principal,  or  as  a^ing  at  all  upon 
national  principles.  Indeed,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  ihe  was 
fo  dazzled  by  the  fplendid  obj&5Vs  of  Jamaica  and  Gibral- 
-tar,  as  to  be  blind  to  all  others.  The  acquifition  of  thefe, 
as  well  as  of  Minorca,  however  unlikely  at  that  time 
to  be  attained,  was  artfully  held  out  by  France^  not 
only  as  a  lure  to  the  ambition  of  the  King,  but  st^  impo- 
iing  an  opinion  on  the  people,  that  they  bad  a  national 
interest  in  view,  and  that  they  were  not  plunged  madly 
into  a  war,  which  was  not  only  entirely  Bourbon^  but 
highly  dangerous  and  deftruflive  in  its  principle  and 
defign  to  themfelves.  But  neither  the  embarrailed  ftate 
of  her  finances,  the  repeated  failure  of  all  ber  defjgns 
upon  Jamaica,  her  late  fignal  defeat  at  Gibraltar,  nor 
any  ofener  circumiVances  of  her  prefent  condition,  feemed 
to  aiford  any  folid  ground  to  Spain,  upon  which  (he 
could  rcafonably  attempt  to  eftabliih  further  claims. 
The  republic  of  Holland,  unfortunately  fallen  and  de- 
graded in  a  degree  which  Ihe  had  never  before  experi- 
enced, from  the  firft  general  acknowledgment  of  her 
independency  to  the  prefent  acra,  was,  of  courfe  and  of 
necelfity,  reduced  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  favour, 
gencrolity,  and  protcdion  of  France,  as  vvell  in  the 
conclufion  of  a  peace,  as  ihe  had  through  the  pixigrefs 
of  the  war. — ^Under  theie  general  circumAances  of  the 
contending  powers,  the  independence  of  America  being 
granted,  there  did  not  feem  to  beany  mighty  impedi- 
ment remaining  in  the  way  to  the  reltoration  of  the 
public  tranquillity. 

The  new  adminiftration  in  England  fpeedily  adopted 
this  bulinefs  upon  their  coming  into  power  ^  and  Mr 
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Grertville  had  been  for  fome  time  in  Paris,  in  order  to  c  H  a  p. 
fecrle  the  neceflary  preliminaries,  and  to  fmooth   the    ^^^^* 
way  for  opening  a  negociation   in  due  forai.     Thefe  ^'7^ 
macters  being  fettled,  Mr  Fitzherbart,  the  minifter  at       ^ 
BrulFels,  proceeded  to  Paris,  he  being  apjioinied,  on 
the  part  of  England,  as  plenipotentiary,  to  negociate 
and  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  miniiters  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Hollanck  Mr  Ofwaid,  a  merchant, 
was    likewife  difpatched  to  the  fame  place,  as  com- 
niiflioner  from  his  Britannic  Majefty,  for  treating  of 
peace   with  John  Adams,   Benjamin  Franklin,  John 
Jay,,  and  Henry  Laurens,  four  of  the  commiifionerfr 
appointed  for  the  fame  purpofe  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America. 

The  differences  with  America  were  much  fooner 
fettled  (fo  far  at  lead  as  their  dependence  on  the  main 
treaty  could  at  prefent  admit)  than  thofe  with  the  Eu- 
ropean powers.     On  the  30th  of  November  1782,  pro-  Prdimi 
vilional  articles  were  figned  on  both  fides,  which  were  ^^^y  *"|^ 
to  be  inferted  in,  and  to  conftitute  a  future  treaty  of  ^"^,^h 
peace,  to  be  finally  concluded   between  the  parties,  Amfrica, 
when  that  between  Great  Britain  and  France  took  place.-  ^»'ancc, 

Th'^  Preliminary  articles  of  peace  between  England  HoTiand?** 
and  France  were  iigned  at  Verfailles,  on  the  2och  of  jan-  ao' 
January  1783,  by   Mr  Alleync  Fitzherbcrt,  on  the     »783- 
part  of  the  one,  and  by  the  Count  de  Vergannes,  on 
that  of  the  other ;  as  the  preliminary  articles  between 
England  and  Spain  were,  on  the  fame  day,  by   the 
firf^  of  thefe  gentlemen,  and  by  the  Count  d'Aranda, 
on  the  part  of  the  Catholic  King. 

It  was  not  with  equal  expedition  that  the  negocia- 
tions  for  peace  were  fettled  with  Holland.  A  ceilacion 
of  hoi^ilities  was  foon  agreed  on  ;  but  the  preliminary 
articles  of  peace  were  not  iigned  till  the  2d  September 
1783.  As  thefe,  together  with  the  Definitive  Trea-. 
ties  with  America,  France,  and  Spain,  are  inferted  at 
full  length  in  the  Appendix,  (No.  3.  5.  6.  7.)  it  will 
be  unneceffai7  to  give  any  abftradt  of  them  here. 

The  meeting  of  Parliament  was  expeded  with  the 
greated  impatience  ;  and  the  concern  of  the  public  with 
regard  to  the  negociaiions  for  a  peace  was  univcrfal 
and  anxious*     No  fooner  were  the  articles  of  the  dif-  Prcliml- 
ferent  treaties  laid  before  Parliament,  on  the  r7ch  of -fj^s'^  i^d^*' 
February  1783,  than  the  mort  vehement  decianiaiionS'bcforcPar 
againil  miniftry  took  place.     Never  hail  the  admin iib*a<  liamcnt. 
tion  of  Lord  North  himfelf  been  arraigned  with  more- 
iafperity  of  language. 
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CHAP.  ^  In  the  houfe  of  Lords,  aa  addrefs  wat  moved  for 
XXXV.  jjy  Lq^^j  Pembroke,  and  feconded  by  the  Marquis  of 
^""^J^^J^  Carmarthen,  "  tiaanking  his  Majefty  for  laying  the 
Preliminary  Treaties  before  the  Houfe ;  afTuring  hhn 
they  had  carefully  confidered  and  weighed  the.a  ;  and 
that  they  moft  heartily  approved  of  them,  &c. 
^*-'^*^         The  addrefs  was  warmly  oppofed  by  Lord  C^lifle, 
dreft  in  *  ^^^  propofed  an  amendment,  to  the  following  purpofe : 
the  Houfe  ^^  To  return  thanks  to  his  majefty  for  the  communica* 
of  Lordf.   tiQn  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace^  and  for  hav- 
ing  put  a  ftop  to  the  calamities  of  war  by  a  peace,  which 
beiog  concluded,  we  muftconfider  as  binding,  and  not 
to  be  infringed  without  the  violation  of  the  national 
faith:    To  afliire  his  Majefty  that  wc  feel,    in  the 
ftrongcft  manner,   the  obligation  of  aflfiirding  every 
relief  that  can  alleviate  the  diftreffes  of  thofe  deierving 
fubjedts,  who  have  expofed  themfelves  and  fortuoes 
for  the  fupport  of  Great  Britain  $  and  at  the  fame  time, 
that  we  cannot  help  lamenting  the  neceflity  whldi 
bids  us  fubfcribe  to  articles,  which,  confidering  the  re* 
lative  (itoation  of  the  belligerent  powers,  we  muft  re> 
gard  as  inadequate  to  our  juli  expe^ations,  and  dero- 
gatory to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  Great  Britaiu.'* 

The  amendment  was  oppofed  by  Lord  ^elbume. 
Lord  Hawke,  the  Dukes  of    Chandos  and  Grafton, 
Lord  Grantham,  Lord  Howe,  and  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor ;  and  was  fupported  by  Lords  WalQngham,  Dud- 
ley,    Townihend,    Keppel,    King,     Sackv'dle,     and 
Loughborough.      The    lionfe   having    divided,-  the 
amendment  was  negatived  by  72  to  59. 
\ Debate*        ^^  ^^®  Houfc  of  Commons,  an  addrefs  of  thanks, 
on  the  ad.  fimilar  to  that  of  tJie  Lords,  was  moved  for  by  Mr  T. 
drcCi  in     Pitt,  and  feconded  by  Mr  Wilberforce.     It,  iKiwever, 
^^j^™"  met  with  a  very  difierent  fate,  after  giving  occaiioa  to 

very  warm  debates. 
Amend-        An  amendment  to  the  addrels  was  propofed  by  Lord 
inent  pro-  John  Cavendifli,   and  feconded  by  Mr  St  John,  that 
£d?**  infteadof  the  words,  "  *«i  confidered,"  Ihould  be  in- 
^         '    ferted  "  will  confider ;"  that  all  the  reft  of  the  origi- 
nal addrefs  fiionld  be  left  out,  and  that  the  following 
paragraph  fhouid  be  inferted :  "  That  whatever  may 
*^  be  the  fentiments  of  his  faithful  Commons  on  this 
**  invel^igation  of  the  terms  of  paciHcatioo,  they  beg 
%         ^^  leave  to  afliire  his  Majeily  of  their  firm  and  unaltera- 
^^  ble  pefohition  to  adhere  inviolably  to  the  feveral  ar- 
i^  tides  for  which  the  public  faith  is  pledged,  and  to 
t^  maintain  the  bleflings  of  peace^  fo  neceflary  to  his 
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^^  Majefty's  fubjcAs,  and  the  general  hnppinefs  of  man-  CHAP. 
**.kind."  ^'"^^• 

Lord  North,  in  a  very  long  and  able  fpeech,  went 
over  the  different  articles  of  the  peace,  which  he  re^ 
probated  as  bemg  altogether  nnfavoarable  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, dangerous  to  the  fafety,  and  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  nation,  and  not  warranted  or  juftified 
by  the  fituation  of  the  parties  at  wan  He  therefore 
fatd,  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment,  to  which  he 
propofed  to  add  a  claufe  in  favour  of  the  American  loy- 
dias. 

Mr  Powys  was  ftrenuons  for  the  addrels,  and  de- 
daied  his  fatisfaAion  with  the  peace  in  the  mofl;  une- 
quivocal manner.  He  difavowed  ail  perfonal  and  in- 
terefted  motives  $  and  while  he  gloried  that  the  firft 
l«ord  of  the  Treafury  had  broken  the  confederacy  in 
arms  againit  this  country,  he  confefled  that  he  had  no 
great  prediie6tion  for  hlb  charafter.  He  thonght  that 
this  was  the  age  of  ftrange  confederacies.  The  world 
had  feen  great  and  arbitrary  defpots  ftand  forth  the 
nrotedors  of  an  infant  republic.  .  France  and  Spain 
had  combined  to  e(tebiiih  the  riiing  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica ;  and  what  was  wonderful,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
now  furveyed  the  counterpart  of  this  pi&ure.  A  mon- 
iirous  coalition  had  been  made  between  a  noble  lord, 
and  an  lUuftrious  commoner.  The  lofty  aflertor  of  the 
prerogative  had  joined  in  alliance  with  the  worihipper 
of  the  maje(fy  of  the  people. 

The  Lord  Advocate  exclaimed  againft  the  amend- 
ment, and  againit  the  addition  made  to  it  by  Lord 
North ;  and  from  the  coalition  formed  between  the 
latter  and  Mr  Fox,  he  judged  that  they  would  be 
both  againft  the  original  motion.  After  attacking  the 
coalition,  his  Lordlhip  defended  the  treaties.  He  was 
perfuaded  that,  with  regard  to  the  loyalifts,  the  mi- 
niftry  had  done  every  thing  within  the  compaft  of  their 
power. 

Mr  Sheridan  remarked  the  reflexions  which  had 
been  thrown  out  againft  the  coaUtion  of  Lord  North 
and  Mr  Fox ;  and  pointed  out,  as  fomething  more  fin- 
gular,  the  intimace  alliance  which  had  been  formed 
between  the  Lord  Advocate,  the  moft  pledged  fup- 

FDrter  of  the  high  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  Mr 
itt,  the  leader  of  the  popular  advocates  for  a  parlia- 
mentary reform.  He  doubted  not  the  convenience  of 
the  principles  of  the  learned  lord.  They  could  perpe- 
tually iludiuate  with  his  intereit.  It  mattered  not  to 
him  whether  be  was  to  advance  the  prerogative,  or  to 
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en  A  p;  aft  la  its  overthrow.     In  thcfe  oppcfitc  lin^  of  con* 
^xxxv.  jy^  i^g  could  prefer ve  his  confiftency  ;  for  his  unitonir 
\XT^  obje^  \va»  kiaittrlf.   ' 

Xvlr  Fox  now  rofe,  and  pointed  out  the  peculiar  de- 
licacy of  his  ilcuacion.  He  had  been  accufed  of  having 
formed  aa  union  with  a  noble  lord  whofe  principles  he 
kad  oppofed  for  feveral  years  of  his  lite.  But  the 
gFOunds  of  their  oppoiltion  being  removed,  he  did  not 
conceive  it  to  be  honourable  to  keep  up  animolittes  for 
ever..  The  American  war  was  the  fource  of  his  difa- 
greement  with  the  noble  lord ;  and  that  caufe  of  en- 
mity being,  now  no  more,  it  was  wife  and  Ht  to  put  an 
end  to  the  ill-will,  the  animofity,  the  rancour^  and 
the  feucb  which  it  engendered.  The  learned  lord, 
yifho  had  imprudently  been  fo  laviih  of  his  charges,  had 
once  been  the  obedient  friend  of  the  noble  perfon  in 
the  blue  ribband ;  and  with  what  view  had  he  defert- 
ed  him  ?  He  had  formerly  approved  this  fyAem  when 
ic  was  calamitous  and  unjuft  ;  and  did  he  now,  from  a 
fpirit  of  fyitem,  avoid  him  when  his  line  of  condu& 
vkfas  more  meritoripus  ?  The  maxims  adopted  by  the 
learned  lord  were  not  unknown ;  and  no  virtuous  Itatef* 
man  could  poifibly  approve  of  them.  They  taught  him 
to  fubmit  to  perpetual  variations  of  his  fentiments ;  and 
to  go  decidedly  into  the  views  of  miniflers^  whatever 
they  might  be. 

I^Ir  Pitt,  and  feveral  other  members,  took  part  in 
;he  debate ;  after  which  the  Houfe  having  divided,  it 
appeared  that  miniflxy  were  outvoted,  there  being  a 
majority  for  the  amendnfent  of  224  to  208. 

The  defeat  of  the  minifter  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons on  the  fut^ed  of  the  addrefs  to  the   Throne, 
was  a  topic  of  univerfal  convcrfation,  and  confidered 
as  a  prognoftic  of  his   approaching  fall.    It  was  im- 
Biediatcly   perceived,   that  the  determination   of  the 
Houfe  would  be  a  public  notification  of  the  impropri- 
ety of  the  peace  ;  and  it  was  therefore  thought  advi« 
fable,  that  it  ihould  be  followed  up  by  fome  other  pro- 
Dcbatcs    ceeding.       Accordingly,  on   the  2.ii\  February,  the 
on  a  rdo.  fubjed  was  a  fecond  tiaTC  brought  before  the  Houfe 
Jution  of  Qf  Commons  by  Lord  John  Cavendilh.     His  Lordlhip 
the  peace*,  cxprefled  his  concern,  that  the  majority  for  the  amende 
moved  by  ment  on  the  addrefs  to  the  throne,  had  been  repre- 
Lord  John  fented   as  having  adlually   voted    againft   the  peace, 
Cavcudiih  pQifjijjy  ^y  fjj„,e  perfons  who  might  have  bad  their 
own  views  to  ferve  in  propagating  fuch  a  report.    He 
was  therefore  anxious  to  convince  the  nation,  and  the 
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pow^  with  whom  we  were  negociating,  of  our  fixed  C  H  A  ?• 
detcifmination  not  to  renew  the  war.     Neverthefefs^   xxxv, 
he  cenfured  in  fevcre  terms  the  conditions  on  whieh  ^Xtzi^ 
the  peace  had  been  obtained  ;  and  having  recapitula-> 
ted  the  various  difadvantages  we  had  fuibined  in  ef« 
fe&ing  the  pacification,  read  the  following  motions: 

I.  ^^  That  in  coniideration  of  the  public  faith,  which 
ought  to  be  preferved  inviolable,  his. faithful  Com- 
mons will  fupport  his  Majefty  in  rendering  firm  aii4 
permanent  the  peace  to  be  concluded  definitely,  ia 
confequence  of  the  proviiional  treaty,  and  the  pre- 
liminary articles. — 2.  That,  in  concurrence  with  his 
Majelly's  paternal  regard  for  his  people,  they  wili 
employ  their  bcft  endeavours  to  improve  the  bleffings 
of  peace. — 3.  That  his  Majefty,  in  acknowledging  the 
independence  of  the  United  Scatcs  of  America,  has 
adted  as  the  circumftances  of  affairs  indifputably  reqmr- 
ed,  and  in  conformity  to  the  fenfe  of  parliament. — ^4. 
That  the  conceflions  made  to  the  adverfaries  of  Great 
Britain,  are  greater  than  they  were  entitled  to,  either 
from  the  actual  fuuation  of  their  refpeclive  pofleffions^ 
cr  from  their  comparative  ftrength. — ^And,  5.  That 
they  would  take  the  cafe  of  the  loyalifts  into  confi- 
deration,  and  adminiAer  fuch  relief  as  their  condu<^ 
and  neceflity  fhould  be  found  to  merit.'' 

The  two  firft  refolutions  were  agreed  to  without 
any  oppodtion.  On  the  third  a  ihort  debiite  took 
place,  occafioned  by  doubts  having  arifen  in  the  minds 
of  feveral  members,  refpe^ing  the  power  vefted  in  the 
king  to  acknowledge  the  independence,  of  the  Unio^d 
States,  which,  it  was  unanimonfly  agreed  by  the  gen- 
tleman of  the  long  robe,  his  Majeil>  had  full  autho- 
rity to  do,  in  confequence  of  the  ftatute  pafled  laft 
year  to  enable  him  to  make  peace  with  America.  The 
lalt  refolution  Lord  John  Cavcndiih  coniented  to 
wave.  But  on  the  fourth,  which  conveyed  fo  point- 
ed a  cenfure  on  miniftry,  a  very  animated  debate  took 
place. 

Mr  Powys  faid,  he  by  no  means  approved  of  many 
articles  of  the  peace;  but  taking  its  advantages  and 
difadvantages  together,  he  was  furc  that  the  mini- 
(Icrs  who  had  made  it  deferved  thinks.  It  was  his 
wi(h  that  foreign  c<Mirts  knew,  as  well  as  it  was  uu- 
deritood  here,  that  the  prcfent  conieniions  had  not 
in  view  the  interruption  of  the  peace,  but  the  over- 
throw of  the  ininHler.  It  was  a  matter  of  little  con^ 
cern  that  the  Firlt  Lord  of  the  Treafury  iluMild  re- 
nain  in  office.     But  it  was  a  re£r(>t  to  him  to  obferve, 
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CHAP,  thjit  a  mod  imaatural  coalicioa  had  been  entered  ints 
XXXV,  ^^  overlet  him.    It  was  pofilble  that  fonie  alloy  might 
^"^^^^T^  |>c  ufcful  to  make  the  political  coin  durable  for  cur- 
rency ;  but  a  care  ought  to  prevail  not  to  debafe  it 
entirely. 

Lord  John  Cavendifh  advifed  his  Hon.  friend  not  to 
permit  his  wit  to  outrun  his  judgment;  andaflured  him 
that  he  would  have  valued  his  compliments  more^  if 
they  had  been  lefs  accompanied  with  iarcafois  againft  a 
certain  coalition.  The  prefent  junAure  of  afTairs  called 
for  fuch  an  union.  It  was  only  by  the  concurring  ef- 
forts of  eminent  and  able  men  that  Great  Britain  was 
BOW  to  recover  her  greatnefs. 

Mr  Fox.  argued,  that  a  cenfure  of  the  peace  did  not 
imply  a  difpoUtion  to  continue  the  war ;  and  he  recall- 
ed to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  that  one  of  the  refo- 
lutions  which  had  been  moved,  exprefied  their  refolute 
determination  to  fuj^rt  pacific  meafures.  The  abufe 
throyvn  upon  the  coalition  of  parties  which  had  taken 
place,  was  not  only  mean,  but  abfurd.  To  defcend 
uto  perfonalities  was  at  all  times  odious  ^  but  to  in- 
dulge them  to  the  difadvantage  of  men  who  had  united 
topreferve  the  conftitution  of  their  conntry,  was  a 
folecifm  of  which  the  wildnefs  was  prodigious. — Mr 
Fox  then,  in  a  very  long  and  mafterly  focech,  canvaf- 
fed,  feparately,  the  articles  of  the  diHerent  treaties; 
from  which  be  endeavoured  to  ftiew,  that  the  concef- 
iions  made  to  the  different  powers  with  which  we  were 
at  war,  were  fuch  as  could  not  be  juftificd  from  a  con- 
ilderation  of  the  relative  fituation  of  the  contending 
parties. 

Mr  Pitt,  after  deploring  the  InconfiAencies  of  par- 
ty-violence, faid,  he  allowed  that  the  relative  ftrcngth 
and  refources  of  the  refpeclive  powers  at  war  were 
the  ftandarJs  by  which  the  merits  of  the  peace  onghe 
to  b^  tried,  and  upon  this  ftandard  he  was  ready  to 
'  prove  that  the  peace  was  the  bed  that  could  be  obtain- 
ed. It  was"in  vain  to  boaft  of  the  ftrength  of  our  navy. 
We  had  not  more  than  one  hundred  fail  of  the  line. 
But  the  fleet  of  France  aiid  Spain  amounted  nearly  to 
one  hundred  and  forty  jhips  of  the  line.  A  defttnation 
of  feventy-two  fliips  of  the  line  was  to  have  afted 
againft  Jamaica.  Admiral  Pigot  bad  only  forty -fix  fail 
to  fupport  it ;  and  it  was  a  favourite  maxim  of  many 
members  of  this  houfe,  that  defenfive  war  nmft  ter- 
minate in  certain  ruin.  It  was  not  potSble  that  Ad- 
miral Pigot  could  ^ave  afted  ofFenfively  againft  the 
illaads  of  the  enemy.  For  Laid  Rodney,  when  fiufhei 
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with  viftory,  did  not  dare  to  attack  them*     Would  C  H  a  P; 
Admiral  Pigot  have  rccovci*edby  anns  what  the  minif-    ^•^'^^• 
ters  have  regained  by  negociation  ?     Whh  a  fiiperior  ^^^ 
fleet  againft  him,  and  4n  its  fight,  is  it  to  be  Conteived 
that  he  could  have  retaken  Grenada,  Dofninka}  St  Chrif* 
Tophcr's,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat  ?     On  'the  contrary^ 
IS  it  not  more  than  probable  thftt  the  campaign   in   the 
Weft  Iddies  mirft  have  terminated  in  the  loTs  of  Tamai* 
ca? 

In  the  eaft,  it  was  true  that  the  fervices  of  Sir  Ed*  ' 

"Ward  Hughes  had  been  highly  extolled.  Bat  he  could 
■only  be  commended  for  a  merely  defcnfivc  refiftance* 
Vi^ory  feemed  to  be'out  of  the  queftion  ;  and  he  had 
not  been  able  to  prevent  the  difembarkation  of  a  pow* 
^ful  European  armament,  which  had  joined  itfelf  to 
Hyder  Ally,  and  threatened  the  defolation  of  the  Car- 
natic.  At  home,  and  in  our  own  feas,  the  fleets  of  the 
cttcmy  would  have  been  nearly  double  to  ours.  We 
might  Jiave  fetzed  the  intervals  of  their  cruife,  and  pa- 
raded the  Channel  for  a  few  weeks.  But  that  parade 
would  have  only  ferved  to  difgrace  us.  It  was  yet  the 
*onIy  atchievment  in  our  power ;  for  to  have  hazarded 
an  engagement,  would  have  been  equivalent  to  a  fur- 
render  of  thfe  kingdom.  Neither,  in  his  opinion,  was 
the  ftate  of  our  army  to  be  conlidered  as  formidable. 
New  levies  could  not  be  raifed  in  a  depopulated  coun- 
try. We  might  fend  upon  an  oifcniivc  fcheme  five  or 
lix  thoufand  men  ;  and  what  expectation  could  be  exci- 
ted by  a  force  of  this  kind  ?  To  have  withdrawn  troops 
from  America  was  a  critical  game.  There  were  no 
tranfports  in  which  they  might  be  embarked  ;  and  if  it 
had  been  poffible  to  embark  them,  in  what  miraculous 
manner  were  they  to  be  protected  againft  the  fleets  of 
the  enemy  ? 

As  to  our  finances,  they  were  melancholy^  and  hard- 
ly exhibited  one  ray  of  comfort.  Let  the  immenfe  ex- 
tent of  our  debts  be  weighed  ;  let  our  refources  be  con- 
lidered )  and  let  us  then  aik,  what  would  have  been  the 
confequence  of  theprotradtion  of  the  war?  It  would 
have  endangered  the  bankruptcy  of  public  faith  ;  and 
this  bankruptcy,  it  is  obvious,  if  it  had  come  upon  us, 
might'have  diffolved  all  the  ties  of  government,  and  in 
its  convulfions  have  operated  to  the  general  ruin. 

There  was  an  indecent  levity  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  condemnation  of  the  peace  was  pronounced.  To 
accept  it,  or  to  continue  the  war,  was  the  only  alter- 
native in  the  power  of  minifters.  Such  was  the  ultima- 
tum of  France.  There  was  a  time  when  we  could  have 
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CHAP.  diAatcd  to  the  proudfift  of  our  enemies  .  Btit  ibat  xra 
XXXV.  j^  pafl'cd,  acid  the  fumiuic  qf  glory,  of  which  w^  could 
^"nsjT'  once  vauqt,  U  now  but  a  viiioa  and  a  memory.  A-^  th^ 
fame  cjmc,  ho^vever,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the 
peace  obtained  is  better  than  was  fuited  to  the  lowlinel^ 
pf  our  condiCkoo,  We  have  acknowledged  the  Ameri* 
9:an  independence.  But  what  is  that  but  an  empty  flonn  ? 
Xhe  mcapaci^y  ol  the  miniiter  who  cpaduited  the  war, 
a  feriesot  unproiperous  events,  and  a  voteof  theHoufe, 
bad  produced  the  acVnowiedgmentk  W^  have  ceded 
Florida.  But  have  we  not  pb^i^iu^d  thetllands  of  Pro- 
vidence  and  the  Bahamas?  We  have  granted  an  ex- 
tent pf  fiihery  on  the  coaft  of  Newfpun(l)aud.  But  hav<i 
we  not  elUbliilied  an  exx:lulive  right  to  the  ipoft  valua- 
bie  banks  ^  \Ve  have  reftor^d  St  Lucia,  and  given  up 
Tobago.  But  have  we  not  regained  Grenad?,  Do- 
minica, St  C^hriftopher's,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat? 
And  have  we  not  reicued  Jamaica  froiQ  inevitable  dan* 
ger  ?  In  Africa,  we  have  given  Gorcc.  But  Goree 
was  the  grave  of  Qur  countrymen  ;  and  we  have  fecur* 
ed  Fort  James  and  the  river  Gambia,  the  beft  and  the 
moil  healthy  I'ettlement.  In  £urope,  wchave  relinquiih^ 
ed  Minorca,  But  ought  it  to  be  tbrgotten,  that  Ai^nAr- 
ca  is  not  tenable  in  war,  4nd  that  an  peace  it  muft  be 
fapported  at  a  ruinous  expencc  ^  We  have  perwitted 
the  reparation  of  the  port  of  Dun)s.irk,  But  Dunkirk 
could  only  be  an  object  when  ihips  of  a  far  inferior 
draught  to  the  preient  were  5n  ufe.  The  change  in 
the  operations  of  naval  war  bad  taken  away  its  impori^ 
ance.  In  ibe  £afl  Indies,  ^eiTions  have  been  made* 
But  let  it  be  reaiarkeii,  that  thefe  ppflfcllions  are  incon- 
iiderable  in  themfelves,  and  could  not  be  proteded  bf 
us  in  the  event  oF  lioliilities.  In  fine,  it  is  ol^eded, 
that  we  have  abandoned  the  unhappy  loyalifts  to  their 
iniplacablp  enemies.  What  is  this  but  to  impute  to  Con- 
grels,  by  anticipation,  a  violence  which  common  decency 
forbids  us  lo  exped  ?  But  let  it  be  confidered,  that  the 
principle  of  ailiiting  thefe  unfprtnnate  men  would  not 
nave  juiiified  minidcrs  tp  have  continued  the  war ;  nqr 
would  a  continuation  of  the  war  haye  procured  them 
any  certain  indemnity.  The  accumulation  of  our  difr 
(reifes  u^uit  have  added  to  theirs.  A  year  or  t^ro  hence 
harder  terms  of  peace  might  have  been  forced  upon 
our  acceptance.  Their  fate  then  muit  havp  been  def- 
Derate  indeed.  But,  as  matters  are  lituated|  there  arc 
hopes  of  mercy  and  reconciliation* 

The  conditions  of  peace,  inftead  of  being  an  objeA 
pf  blame,  are  entitl(:d  to  applaufe.  Nor  indeed  is  the 
nolle  of  oppofuion  applied  feripuiiy  to  them.    Tb^ 
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prefeat  ftoite  of  faAioa  ha§  in  view  the  noble  lord  at  C  h  a  p. 
the   head  of  the  Trea&iry.    It  is  to  overthrow  him  J^^^i^ 
that  an  odious  coalition  has  been  thought  of;  and  if     2^33, 
this  baneful  alliance,  if  this  ilUomened  marriage  is  not 
yet  ibleoinized,  he  knew  of  a  legal  impediment  againit 
it,  aad  forbad  the  bans  in  the  name  of  the  public  (afety. 
Lord  North  teftified  a  furprife  at  the  criminations 
ivhich  bad  been  thrown  out  againft  him.    Confcious 
of  his  own  innocence,  he  was  bold  enough  to  defy 
cither  cenfure  or  puniihipent.    His  coalition  with  the 
noble  lord  whofe  motion  was  before  the  Houfe,  had 
been  made  on  principles  neither  diihonourable  to  them- 
felves,  nor  difadvantageous  to  the  country.     The  cha- 
ncer of  the  noble  lord  and  his  public  difioterefled- 
nefs  were  univerfally  known,  and  univerfally  extoll- 
ed.     He  acknowledged   that  Mr  Fox  had  appeared 
long  againAbim,  and  had  exercifed  his  eloquence  with 
fuccefs.    But  though  itrong  expreflions  might  be  mu- 
tually thrown  out  in  the  heat  and  ardor  of  debate,  it 
did  not  follow  that  their  public  hoftllity  was  to  latl 
for  ever^  and  to  furvive  the  caufe  which  had  occafion- 
ed  it.    He  refpeded  the  political  integrity  of  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman.    As  a  friend,  he  was  fure  that 
be  would  find  him  to  be  firm,  manly,  and  boneft.     As 
nn  enemy,  he  had  experienced  him  to  be  very  formi- 
dable indeed !  And  any  minifter  whom  he  chofe  to  op- 
pofe,  would  doubtlefs  be  impreiTed  with  a  fimilar  opi- 
nion.   Sut  while  he  was  proud  of  the  coalition  to 
which  he  had  been  inviied«  he  was  not  In  confequence 
to  make  any  facrifice  either  of  his  public  principles  or 
cbar^Aer. 

The  Speaker  having  put  the  queftion  upon  Lord  John  Refofuti- 
Cavendims  fourth  refoluiion,  the  Miniltry  were  again  on  carried 
4cfeatcd,  by  a  majority  of  ^7  to  190,  *  *^**.'jfl 

FaoM  the  foregoing  hiftory  it  may  be  obfcrvcd,  that  Condu- 
through  the  violence  of  the  different  fa^ions,  a  gene-  fion. 
ral  dtftnift  and  fufpicion  prevailed  throughout  the 
nation,  infomucb  that  the  inoft  improbable  (lories 
with  refped  to  individuals  began  to  gain  credit,  as  if 
they  had  privately  favoured  the  deligns  of  our  ene- 
mies. On  the  whole,  however,  h  appears,  that  not* 
withAanding  the  exceflive  altercation  and  virulence 
frequently  Uifplayed,  which  even  went  the  length 
of  occaffoning  duels  bet\veen  fome  members  of  Par* 
liament,  npitber  the  one  nor  the  other  party  enter- 
tained any  boilile  defigns  againft  what  they  believed 
to  be  the  true  intereft  of  the  nation.  The  one  feeins 
10  have  regarded  its  honour  too  much^  and  been  in- 
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CHAP,  elined  to  ha  ve  facrffitcd  even  its  exiftencte  fo  Aat  ft* 
XXXV.  vouritc  notion  :  The  other  perhaps  refpcfted  the  na* 

^^*p^^^  tional  honour  too  lirtre;  as  indeed  no  advantageous 
^'    idea  could  be  formed  of  the  fpirit  of  a  nation,  whicft 
could  fubmit  to  grant  its  colonies  independence  with- 
t)ut  any  ftruggle.     Happy,  however,  wa«  it  for  this 
country,  that  a  general  peace,  however  unfavourable, 
at  lad  put  an  end  to  the  moft  dangerous  and  nnfortu- 
nate  war  in  which  Great  Britain  had  ever  been  engag- 
ed-    Nor  was  this  event  lefs  forttmate  for  her  differ- 
•ent  -opponents  both  of  Europe  and   America  ;  for, 
notwithftanding  the  powerful   combinations    agatnft 
her^  it  mufl  be  admitted,  that  Britain  dill  remained 
in  a  ftat«  of  fuperiority  to  all  her  enemies.     During 
the  whole  period  of  the  conteft,  and  evrt*  fmce,  it  has 
appeared  how  much  thofe  politicians  were  raiftakcn, 
who  imagined  that  the  profperity  of  this  country  de- 
pended, in  a  great  meaftirc,  on  her  cokmies.     Though 
for  a  number  of  years  ihe  has  not  only  been  dcpri\'ed 
of  thefe  colonies,  but  oppofed  by   them  in  all   tbctr 
force  ;  though  attacked  at  the  fame  time  by  three  of 
the  greateft  powers  in  Europe,  and  looked  upon  with 
an  invidious  eye  by  all  the  reft  ;  the  injuries  done  to 
her  were  greatly  exceeded  by  the  loffes  and  difkfters 
fuftained  by  her  advcrfaries.     Their  trade  by  fea  was 
almolt  ruined ;    their  finances  exhaufted  ;    and,    on 
comparing  the  captures  of  ihips  on  both  fxdcs,    tbfe 
balance  in  favour  of  Britain  appears  to  be  28  fhips  of 
the  line,  and  27  frigates,  carrying  in  all  looo  guns. 
It  is  alfo  a  curious  faft,  that  the  very  eitabtifhment  of 
the  independence  of  America,  the  grand  objedt  of  her 
enemies,  has  proved  even  more  prejudicial  to  them 
than  to  Britain.     It  has  fet  an  example  to  the  fubjecls 
of  thefe  powers,  to  throw  off  their  allegiance,  and  over- 
turn   the  conftitution    of   their   different  countries. 
Hence  the  revolution  and  bankruptcy  in  France ;  hence 
the  probability  and  dread  of  a  fimilar  revolution  m 
Spain  :  and  hence   the  diffentions,  fufpicipus  credit, 
and  prefent  infignificance  of  the  States  of  Holland. 
The  event,  however,  has  (hewn,  that  the  lofs  of  the 
colonies,  fo  far  from  being  a  difadvantage  to  this  coun- 
try, has  been  the  very  reverfe.     The  commerce  of 
Great  Britain,  inflead  of  being  dependent  on  America, 
has  arrived  at  a  nmch  greater  height  than  ever ;  while 
the  confequent  increafe  of  wealth  may,  it  is  hoped,  in 
time  enable  the  nation,  by  proper  oeconomy,  to  eafc 
itfelf  a  little  of  that  enormous  load  of  debt,  great  part 
of  which  has  been  contradled,  firft  in  defending,  and 
then  in  attemptihgto  conquer  the  colonies. 
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TREATY    BXTVirEEN    FRANCE    AND    THE    UNITED    STATES 
OF    AMERICA. 

THE  United  States,  aflembled  in  Congrcis,  to  all  tvho  iliall  fee  thefe  pre. 
fents,  greeting.  Whereas  Benjamin  FrankJin,  our  manifter  plenipoten- 
tiary,  by  virtue  of  Kill  powers  vcfted  in  him,  has  made,  with  Charles  Oravier  de 
Vergennes,  counfellor  of  the  king  in, all  his  councils,  commander  of  his  orders, 
minlOer  and  fecretary  of  ftate,  vefled  a)fo  with  full  powers  by  his  Moil  Chrif- 
ttan  Majcfly  for  that  purpofe,  concluded  and  figncd  a  €oncra«£fc  hetwecji  his 
fiiid  iViofl-Chrifliau  Majefly  and  the  United  States  of  Nvrth  America,  in  the 
terms  following : 

Contra^  hetween  the  Kin^  and  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  North  Amt* 
rica,  concluded  iy  Mr  de  Vergennes  and  Dr.  Franklin, 

As  it  has  pleafed  the  king  to  comply  with  the  r^que{b  made  to  him  in  the 
name,  and  on  the  part  of,  the  United  Provinces  of  North  America,  by  afliftinff 
them  in  the  war  and  invaGon  under  which  rhey  have  groaned  during  fcveral 
years ;  and  htsmajelty,  after  having  concluded  a  treaty  ot  amity  and  commerce 
with  the  faid  confederated  provinces, on  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  having  had 
the  goodnefs  to  fuccour  thcm^  not  only  by  his  fea  and  land  forces, but  alio  by 
means  of  advancing  them  money  as  bountifully  as  in  its  confequence  effica. 
ciooflyi  at  a  time  when  their  aflfairs  were  in  a  very  critical  (ituation ;  it  hasbeeo 
judged  proper  and  necelTary  to  fix  the  exadb  amount  of  thefe  advances,  the  con- 
ditions upon  which  the  king  has  made  themt  the  different  periods  at  which  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States  have  agreed  to  pay  them  into  his  majefty's  roval 
treafury ;  and  finally  to  regulate  this  matter  fo,  that  no  difficulties  may  oercatter 
arife  to  interrupt  that  good  harmony  which  his  majefty  is  refolvcd  to  fupport 
on  his  part  with  the  United  States.  For  the  purpofc,  therefore,  of  accompliOi- 
ing  fo  defirabic  an  end,  and  with  a  view  of  Orengthcning  thofe  bonds  of  anity 
ai^  commerce  which  fubfift  between  his  Majefty  and  the  United  States ;  We 
Charles  Gravier  de  Vergennes,  &c.  counfellor  to  the  king  and  all  his  councils, 
commander  of  his  orders,  minifter  and  fecretary  of  (ttte  to  his  command  and 
finances^  vefted  with  full  powers  by  his  Majcflv  :  and  We  Benjamin  Franklin, 
minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Statck  of  North  America,  vetoed  equally 
-with  full  powers  by  the  Congrefs  of  the  laid  dates,  after  having  .each  communi- 
cated our  refpe&ive  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles  : 

Art  I.  It  \*  agreed  upon  and  certified,  that  the  fums  advanced  hy  his  Majefty 
fo  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  yndcr  the  title  of  a  loan|  in  the  year* 
1778,  I779»  080, 1781,  and  in  theprefeiit  year  T78a,  amount  together  to  the 
fum  of  eighteen  millions  of  livres,  of  French  money,  as  appears  by  the  twenty, 
one  receipts  following,  figned  bv  the  faid  minider  of  the  Oougreff,  and  gireil  by 
yirrne  of  his  full  powers  \  aimciy, 

Vojfe  VI.  » 
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I — a8  Feb,  1778 
% — 19  May 
3 —  3  Aug. 
4<—  I  Nov. 


5«— 10  June  1779 
6.— 16  Sept. 

7—  4  oa, 

8.— a  I  Dec. 


XJvres. 

750,000     T4 — I J  Feb.  1 781 
^50fi90    IS — i^  May 


750,000 
750,000 


3.000,000 

ft50/:oo 
950,000 

2  5Oy0OO 

25O9O00 

X/X)0,000 


9. — 29  Feb.  1780 

, 

.75«,ooo 

10 — 27  May 

- 

750*000 

II. — 21  June 

- 

750»ooo 

12—  3  oa. 

- 

1,000,000 

J  J — 27  Nov., 

•  - 

750,000 

tj — xf  May 
16. — 15  Aug. 

17.—  I  oa. 

18. — 15  Nov. 


19. — 10  April,  1784, 
»o. —  2  July 

81.— 5 


LiTrei. 

7  5  0,0-:  3 

75f^oc 
77UtOco 

750^-03 

4,00-1'?;: 


Total 


6,000  vouo 
I9,<x>o^ooo 


ft  4,000|000 

By  which  receipts,  the  faid  minifter  has  promifed,  in  the  name  of  the  Con* 
grefs,  on  the  part  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  to  caufe  to  he  |jaid  and 
rcimburfcd  to  the  king's  royal  treafury,  on  the  I  ft  of  January  1788,  at  the  boufc 
of  his  principal  banker  at  Paris,the  al)ove  fum,  with  theintercft  due  thereon,  at 
the  rate  of  Hve  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Art.  II.  Upon  confidcration,  hoivcver,  that  the  payment  of  fo  large  a  capital 
at  one  flipulated  period,  namely,  the  ift  of  January  1788,  may  be  excptdinglv 
inconvenient  to  the  finances  of  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  and  thai  it 
might,  perhap;:,  h«  even  impradlicablc,  it  has  pleafed  his  majcftyun  that  ac- 
count to  rclcafe  them  from  the  tenor  of  thofc  receipts  given  by  ihcir  miniftcr 
for  the  eighteen  millions  of  livres  roumois,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article  ; 
and  he  has  confented  that  the  reinaburfcment  of  the  capital  in  yearly  money,  to 
liis  royal  treafury  (hall  be  made  in  twelve  equal  payments, 01  i,5oo,*oo  livjcs 
each,  and  in  twelve  years,  to  begin  the  third  year  alter  the  peace. 

Art.  Ill,  Althongh  the  receipts  of  the  miniftcr  of*  the  Congrcfi  of  the  Uuirtd 
States,  mention^  that,  the  18,000,000  of  livres  above  mentioned  fliall  be  paid 
into  the  royal  treafury  with  five  per  cent.  intereCk,  his  majcl^y,  dclirous  of  giviug 
^  frc(h  proof  to  the  faid  United  States  of  his  frienddiip,  has  been  pleafcd  to 
make  them  a  prefent  of  the  arrears  of  intereft  to  this  day,  and.alfu  to  remit  it 
from  this  time  to  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace;  a  favour  which 
the  miniiler  of  Congrefs  acknowledges  as  proceeding  purely  from  the  king's 
^ounty,  and  which  ht  accepts  iu  the  name  of  the  United  States  with  tlic  moil 
profound  and  lively  gratitude. 

Art.  IV.  The  payment  of  the  faid  t8,ooo,ooo  of  livres  fliall  be  made  in  ready 
moiiey  to  his  majcfty's  royal  treafury  at  Paris,  in  twelve  equal  payments,  and  at 
the  pcrioH  ftated  in  the  fitfcond  article  above.  The  intereit  on  the  faid  fum  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  to  run  from  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  peace  ;  the  pay. 
Tnent  of  ir  fhall  be  made  at  the  time  of  each  of  the  partial  reimbutfemcnts  ; 
the  Congrefs  arc  nevcrthelefs  at  liberty  to  free  chemfelvcs  from  this  •blieation 
fooner,  by  anticipating  payments,  in  cafe  tjie  ftate  of  their  lloancca  &ould 
permit. 

'  Art.  V.  Although  the  loan  of  5,000,000  of  the  Dutch  florins  granted  by  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands^  011  the  terms  cf  the 
pbiigation  paficd  «n  the  5th  of  "November  1781,  has  been  made  in  his  maiefty^s 
name,  and  he  has  acknowledged  himfelf  for  the  payment  of  it,  it  is  nevcrthelefs 
acknowledged  by  thefc  prefcnts,  that  the  faid  loan  has  been  made  in  reality  on 
account  of,  and  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  United  States  of  North  America;  and 
that  the  capital,  amounting,  according  to  a  moderate  valuation,  to  the  fum  of  . 
10,000,000  livres  Tournois,  has  been  paid  the  United  States,  agreeable  to  receipt 
given  for  the  payment  of  the  faid  fum  by  the  undcrfigncd  miniftcr  of  Congrefs, 
bn  the  7th  of  laft  June, 
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Aft,  VI.  By  the  faid  convention  of  the  5th  of  November,  1781,11  has  pleafcd 
the  king  to  promifp  and  to  en^aec  himfelf  to  furnifli  and  to  pay  to  the  general 
office  of  the  States  General  of  the  Netherhinds  the  capital  of  the  faid  loan,  to<* 
ipether  with  the  intrreftof  five  per  cent,  without  any  charge  or  dedu«Slion  whau 
foever  to  the  lenders,  fo  that  the  faid  capital  be  entirely  reimburfed  within  the 
fpace  of  five  years,  the  payments  to  be  made  at  ten  equal  periods,  thefirfbto 
begin  the  fixth  year  after  the  date  of  the  loan,  and  from  that  time,  during  every 
year  till  the  final  payment  of  the  faid  fum ;  but  it  is  likewife  acknowledged  by 
the  prcfent  a*Si:,  that  this  engagement  has  been  entered  into  by  the  king,  on  the 
entreaty  of  the  underwritten  minifter  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  the  pro- 
mife  made  by  liim  in  the  name  of  the  Congrei's,  and  on  the  part  of  the  Thirteen 
United  State*,  to  reimburfc  and  pay  into  the  royal  treafuryof  his  majedy  at 
Pariii,  the  capita),  interell,and  ezpcnces  of  the  faid  loan,  agreeable  to  the  condi- 
tions and  terms  fixed  by  the  convention  of  the  .5th  of  November  1781. 

^Vrt.  VII.  It  has  been  agreed  upon,  and  regula^  in  confequence,  that  the  faid 
fum  of  ten  millions  of  livrcs  Tournois,  raaki^';,  at  a  mcxlerate  eftimate,  five 
milKons  of  Dutch  florins,  as  above  mentioned,  (hall  be  reimburfed  and  paid  into 
his  maj«{^'4  royal  treafury  at  Paris,  with  the  inCereft  at  five  per  cent,  in  ten 
equal  payments  of  one  million  each,  and  at  the  federal  periods,  the  firft  of 
vrhich  ihall  be  made  on  the  5th  of  November  1 787,  and  thus  from  year  to  year 
till  the  final  payment  of  the  faid  fum  often  millions,  the  interefl  dlminiihing  ia 
proportion  with  the  partial  payments  of  the  capital.  But  from  the  regard 
which  his  majefty  bears  to  the  United  States,  he  has  been  pleafed  to  take  apon 
fatmfelf  the  expence  of  the  eommilfion,  and  of  banking,  attending  the  laid  loant 
of  which  expeuce  his  majefty  makes  a  prcfent  to  the  faid  United  States;  and 
their  underwritten  minifler  accepts,  with  thanks,  fh  the  name  of  the  Congfefs, 
as  an  additional  proof  cf  hit  majefty's  generofity,  and  of  his  friendfliip  for  the 
United  States. 

Art.  VIII.  With  rcfpedt  to  the  intereft  on  the  faid  loan,  as  the  king  had  en* 
gaged  to  pay^  during  the  five  years  preceding  the  firft  retmburfement  of  the  capi- 
tal, four  per  cent,  on  the  \vhoie,into  the  general  office  of  the  States  General  of 
the  Netherlands,  annually  from  the  5th  of  November  1 781,  agreeable  to  the  con- 
vention entered  into  on  that  day^  the  minifler  of  Congrefs  acknowlcd|es  that  the 
reimhurfements  of  the  faid  interefl  is  due  to  his  majetty  from  the  United  States  ; 
and  he  en;>;iges,  in  the  name  of  the  faid  dates,  to  caufethe  payment  thsreofto 
be  made  at  the  fame  rate  into  the  royal  treafury  of  his  majefty;  the  mtcrcft  of 
the  firfl  year  to  be  paid  on  the4tk  of  next  November,  and  foon  annually  diirin); 
li/e  yebirs  preceding  the  firft  payment  of  the  capital,  fixed  on  as  above,  for  the 
51  h  of  November  1787. 

The  high  contradking  parties  reciprocally  bind  themfclves  to  the  faithful  ob- 
fervarce  of  this  contra^,  the  ratifications  of  which  (hall  be  exchanged  within 
tKc  fpace  of  nine  months  from  the  date  hereof,  if  poflible.  In  faith  of  which,  we 
'the  faid  plcRi{x^tcntiaries  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  of  the  Thirteen 
United  States  of  North  America,  by  virtue  of  our  refpe<5tivc  powers,  have  £gn«d 
thefe  prcfcnts,  and  thereto  put  the  fcal  of  our  arms. 

Given  at  Vcrfaiiles,  the  16th  of  July,  1 78«>    • 

re-        JT  C.  G.  DkV£R0RNM1S,(L.S) 

[Signed]  ^    Franklin,  (L.  S,)   ^ 

Be  It  known  to  all  and  every  one,  that  we  the  faid  United  States  aficmbled  in 
Congrefs,  penetrated  with  the  moft  lively  idea^  of  the  generofity  and  affedlion 
fnanifefled  by  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  in  the  above  contract,  have  ratified  and 
eonfirmed  it;  and  by  thefe  prefents  we  do  ratify  and  confirm  the  laid  contract, 
and  every  article  and  claufe  therein.  And  we  do  by  thefe  prefents  authorlfe  our 
minider  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  to  remit  our  prefent  at.^  of 
ratifiration,  in  exchange  for  the  ratification  of  the  laid  contra^  on  the  part  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty. 

In  faith  of  which  we  have  caufed  our  feal  to  be  aftixed  hereunto,  in  prefence 
of  his  excellency  Elias  Boudinot,  prefident,  this  ^^d  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
grace  17  83,  and  the  7tb  of  our  fovereignty  and  independence, 
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No.  n. 


HIS  majesty's  most   gracious  spiech  to  both 

HOUSES  OF  PARLIAMENT, 


ON  THI 

OPENING  OF  THE  SESSION,  DEC.  5,  IjSl. 

iij  Lords  and  Gintkmen, 

SINCE  the  dofe  of  the  laft  feflions,  I  have  cmpUiyed  my  whole  time  in  the 
care  and  attentioB  which  the  importaut  and  critical  conjuncture  of  public 
sAiin  required  of  me. 

^  I  loft  no  time  in  giving  the  neceflary  orders  to  prohibit  the  further  profeco- 
tion  of  oflvn£ve  war  upou  the  continent  of  North  America  Adopting,  as  mv 
inclination  will  always  lead  me  to  do  with  decifion  and  cfTcd,  whatever  I  coiled 
to  be  the  fenfeof  my  parliament  and  mj  people  ;  I  have  pointed  ail  my  views 
and  meafurcs,  as  well  in  i^urope  as  in  North  Amcricay  to  an  entire  and  cordial 
reeoneiliatiott  whh  thofe  colonies. 

Finding  it  indifpenfible  to  the  attainment  of  this  ob]cA,  I  did  not  hefitate  to 
go  the  full  length  of  the  powers  vefted  in  me,  and  oftered  to  declare  them  free 
and  indepoident  dates,  bv  an  article  to  be  infcrted  in  the  trcaiv  of  peace.  Fro- 
▼iiional  articles  are  agreed  upon,  to  take  cfic<ft  whenever  terms  of  peace  ihall  be 
finally  fettled  with  the  conrt  of  France. 

In  thus  admitting  their  feparation  from  the  crown  of  thefe  kingdoms,  I  have 
facrificed  every  confideration  of  my  own  16  the  wiflies  and  opinion  of  my  people. 
I  make  it  mv  humble  and  earned  prayer  to  Almighty  «od,  that  Great  Britain 
may  not  feel  the  evils  which  might  rciult  from  fo  great  a  difmemberment  of  the 
-empire;  and,  that  America  may  be  free  from  thofe  calam'tics  which  have  fbf^ 
snerly  proved  in  the  mother  country  how  cfl*ential  monarchy  is  to  tlic  enjoyment 
of  conftitutional  liberty.  Religion— language — intereft — anei5^ons,  may,  and  I 
hope  will  yet  prove  a  bond  ofpermanent  union  between  the  two  countries;  ta 
this  endy  neither  attention  nor  difpofition  fhall  be  wanting  on  my  part. 

While  I  have  carefully  abdained  from  all  offenfive  operations  againd  America 
I  h^vc  directed  my  whole  force  by  land  and  fea  again d  the  other  powers  at 
wan  wit^  ^  much  vigour  as  the  fitnation  of  that  force,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  campaign,  would  permit.  I  trud  t^t  you  feel  the  advantages  refukiog  frwa 
the  fafety  of  the  great  branches  of  our  trade.  You  mud  have  feen,  with  pride 
and  fatiifo^on,  the  gallant  defence  of  the  governor  and  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar ; 
and  i&y  fleet,  after  having  effected  the  obje<5t  of  their  dedination,  oderiag 
battle  to  the  combined  force  of  France  and  Spain  on  their  own  coaAs;  thofe  of 
my  kingdoms  have  remained,  at  the  lame  time,  perfe^iy  fecure,  and  your  do- 
neftic  tranquillity  aniotcmipted.  This  refpeClable  date,  under  tbe  bleffiag  of 
God,  I  attribute  to  the  entire  confidence  which  fubfids  between  me  aad  my 
people,  and  to  the  readinefs  which  has  been  (hewn  by  my  fubjedb  in  my  city  of 
Londont  and  in  other  parts  of  my  kingdoms,  to  dand  forth  in  the  general  de. 
fence.  Some  proofs  have  lately  been  given  of  public  fpirit  in  private  men,  which 
would  do  honour  to  any  age,  and  any  conntry. 

Having  manifeded  to  the  whole  worid,  by  the  mod  lading  examples,  the  fignal  v 
fpirit  and  bravery  of  ray  people,  I  conceived  it  a  moment  not  unbecoming  my  ^ 
dignity,  and  thought  it  a  regard  due  to  the  lives  and  lortunes  of  fuch  brave  and 
and  gallant  fubjedt,  to  fliew  myfelf  ready  on  my  part,  to  embrace  fair  aad 
honourable  terms  of  accommodatioB  with  ail  the  powesa  at  war« 
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I  have  the  fatiafadion  to  acqaaint  yon,  that  oegociations  to  this  effcA  are  con* 
fidcrably  advanced,  the  refult  of  which,  asfoon  as  they  are  brought  to  a  conclufion, 
ihall  be  immediately  communicated  to  you. 

I  have  every  reafon  to  hope  and  believe,  that  I  fliall  have  it  in  my  power  in  ft 
Ter^  fltort  time  to  acquaint  you,  th:it  they  have  ended  in  terms  of  pacification, 
which,  1  truft,  you  will  fee  juil  caufe  to  approve.  I  rely  however  with  perfed; 
confidenccDU  the  wifdom  of  my  parliament,  and  the  fpirit  of  my  people,  that  if 
any  unforefeen  change  in  the  difpofitions  of  the  belligerent  power^  fliould  fniftrate 
my  confident  expeAations,  they  will  approve  of  the  preparations  I  have  thought  it 
advifeable  to  make,  and  be  ready  to  fecond  the  molt  vigorous  e£fort8  in  the  further 
profecution  of  the  war. 

GentUmen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

I  have  endeavoured,  by  every  meafure  in  my  power,  to  diminifh  the  bnrthcns  o£ 
sny  people.  I  loft  no  time  in  taking  the  moft  decided  meafures  for  introducing  ft 
herter  ceconomy  into  the  expenditure  of  the  army. 

I  have  carried  into  ftrid  execution  the  fcvcrul  redud^ionsin  my  civil-lift  expencei, 
direded  by  an  a«5l  of  the  laft  feflions.  I  have  introduced  a  further  reform  into  other 
departments,  and  fupprcffed  feveral  finecurc  places  in  them.  I  have,  by  this  means, 
fo  regulated  my  eftabUQiments,  that  my  expcuce  ihall  not  in  future  exceed  my  in- 
come. 

I  have  ordered  the  eftimate  of  the  civil-lift  debt,  laid  before. you  laft  feflions,  to 
he  completed.  The  debt  proving  greater  than  could  be  then  corret^ty  ftated,  and 
the  propofed  reduifiion  not  in\mediatcly  taking  place,  I  truft  you  will  provide  for 
the  deficiency,  fecurine,  as  before,  the  repayment  out  of  my  annual  income. 

I  have  ordered  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  application  of  the  fum  voted  in  Aip- 
portof  the  American fufterers;  and  1  truft  that  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  a  due 
and  generous  attention  ought  to  be  ihewn  to  thoic  who  have  rclinqutftied  their  pro- 
perties or  profeflions  from  motives  of  loyalty  to  me,  or  attachment  to  the  mother 
country. 

As  it  may  be  neceflary  to  give  ftability  to  fomc  regulations  by  adl  of  parliament, 
I  have  ordered  accounts  of  tlie  feveral  cftablilhments,  incidental  cxpcnccs,  fees  and 
other  emoluments  of  office,  to  be  laid  before  you.  Regulations  have  already  taken 
place  in  fome,  which  it  is  my  intention  to  extend  to  all,  and  which,  helidcs  expe- 
diting all  public  bufinefs,  muft  produce  a  very  confidcrable  faving,  without  taking 
from  that  ample  encouragement  which  ought  to  be  held  forth  to  talents,  diligence, 
and  integrity,  wherever  they  are  to  be  found. 

1  have  diredbed  an  inquiry  to  he  made  into  whatever  regards  the  landed  revenue 
of  my  crown,  as  well  as  the  management  of  my  woods  and  fore  fts,  that  both  may 
be  made  as  beneficial  aspoffible,  aqd  that  the  latter  may  furnifh  a  certain  refource 
for  fupplying  the  nav^,  oar  great  national  bulwark,  with  its  firft  material. 

1  have  d^redfced  an  mveftigation  into  the  department  of  the  Mint,  that  the  purity 
•f  the  coin,  of  fo  much  importance  to  commerce,  may  be  always  adhered  to ;  that 
by  rendering  the  difficulty  if  counterfeiting  greater,  the  lives  of  numbers  may  be 
laved,  and  every  needtefs  expence  in  it  fupprcffed. 

1  muft  recommend  to  you  an  immediate  attention  to  the  great  obje^s  of  the  pub- 
lic receipts  and  expenditure,  and  above  all,  to  the  ftate  of  the  public  debt.  Not* 
withftanding  the  great  increafc  of  it  during  the  war,  it  is  to  be  hoped  thatfuch  re- 
gulations may  be  ftill  eftabliftied,  fuch  favings made,  and  future  loans  fo  condudtcd, 
a«  to  promote  the  means  of  its  gradual  redemption  by  a  fixed  courfe  pi  payment.  [ 
snuft,  with  particular  earneftncfs,  di(Hngui(h,  for  your  fcrious  confideration,  thac 
part  of  the  debt  whi<h  couftfts  of  navy,  ordnance,  and  vi(5lualling  bills:  the 
enormous  difcount  upon  fome  of  thefe  bills  ihews  this  mode  of  payment  to  be  a  molt 
ruinous  expedient. 

I  have  orderW  the  feveral  eftimatcs,  made  up  as  corre<5lly  as  the  prefent  pradice 
admits,  to  be  laid  before  you.  I  hope  tbit  facn  further  corrcdions  as  may  be  ne- 
flCflary  will  be  made  bclorc  the  next  yeart  It  is  my  defirt;,  that  you  ftiould  be  ap- 
priled  of  every  expcncc  before  it  is  incurred,  ai  far  as  the  nature  of  eachfervice  can 
poffibly  admit.     Matters  of  account  can  iwycr  be  made  too  public. 

My  Lords  and  GeniUfftirff 

The  fcarcity,  and  confequent  high  price  of  corn,  requires  your  indent  inte.-pafi- 
tioB. 
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The  great  cxcefs  to  which  the  crimes  of  theft  and  rohhcrf,  in  many  Iriffatices  ac- 
companied with  pcrfonal  violence,  particularly  in  the  neighhourhood  of  tliia  metro- 
polis, has  called  of  late  for  a  ftrid  and  fevcre  execution  of  the  laws.  It  were  much 
to  be  wiftied  that  thefe  crimes  could  hs  prevented  in  their  infancy,  by  corre^iog 
the  vices  become  prevalent  in  a  mqO.  alarminj^  decree. 

llie  liberal  principles  adopted  by  you,  concerning  the  rij^hts  and  the  commerce 
of  Irefand,  have  done  you  the  higheft  honour,  and  will,  I  truft,  enfure  that  har- 
mony which  ou^ht  always  to  fubflft  between  the  two  kingdoms,  I  am  pcrfoaded, 
that  a  general  increafe  of  commerce  throughout  the  empire,  will  prove  tne  wifiiom 
of  your  mcafures  with  regard  to  that  objed.  I  would  recommend  to  you  a  rcvifion 
of  our  whole  trading  fyflem  upon  the  fame  comprehenfive  principles,  with  a  view 
to  its  utmoft  poffible  extenfion. 

The  regulation  of  a  Tail  territory  in  Afia,  opens  a  large  field  for  your  wifdom, 
prudence,  and  forefight.  I  truft  that  you  will  be  able  to  frame  fome  iimdajBcntal 
laws,  whiih  may  make  their  connt^ion  with  Great  Britain  a  blefling  to  India ;  and 
that  you  will  take  therein  proper  meafures  to  give  all  foreign  nations,  in  matters  of 
foreign  commerce,  an  entire  and  perfeA confidence  in  the  probity,  puo&uaHty,  and 
good  order  of  our  govemmeftt.  You  may  be  afiured  tliat  whatever  depends  upoa 
me,  (hall  be  executed  with  a  fteadincfs,  which  can  alone  prefer ve  that  part  of  my 
dominions,  or  the  commerce  which  arifcs  from  it. 

.  It  is  the  fixed  objcd  of  my  heart  to  make  the  general  good,  and  the  true  fpirit  of 
the  con(litution«  the  invariable  rule  of  mycondu<5t,  and  on  all  occafions  to  advance 
ftnd  reward  merit  in  every  profeffion. 

To  enfure  the  full  advantage  of  a  government  condu&ed  on  fach  principleii 
depends  on  your  temper,  your  vrifdom,  your  difintereftedneft,  colle6Uvely  andic 
dividually. 

My  people  esq^edl  thefe  qualifications  of  you  ;  and  I  call  for  them. 


No.  III. 

DEFINITIVE  TREATY   OF  PEACE  AND  FRIENDSHIP, 

BETWEEN 

HIS  BRITANNIC  MAJESTY 

AND 

THE  UNITED"  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

In  the  name  of  the  Moft  Holy  and  Undivided  Trinity, 

IT  having  pleafed  the  divine  Providence  to  difpofe  the  hearts  of  the  moft  ferenc 
and  moft  potent  Prince  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith,  dakc  of  Bninfwick  and  Ln- 
ncnberg,  arch-trcafurcr  and  prince  eledor  of  the  holy  Roman  empire,  &c.  and  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  forget  all  paft  mifunderftandings  and  differences 
that  have  unhappily  interrupted  the  good  corrcfpondence  and  friendftiip  which  they 
mutually  wifli  to  rcftore,  and  to  eftablifli  fuch  a  beneficial  and  fatisfadc^^y  inter- 
courfe  between  the  two  countries  upon  the  ground  of  reciprocal  advantages  and 
mutual  convenience  as  may  promote  and  fecure  to  both  perpetual  peace  and  harmo- 
ny; and  having  for  this  dcfirable  end  already  laid  the  foundation  of  peace  and  re- 
coQciliatioR  by  the  provifional  articles  figned  at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  NovemKer 
178  a,  by  the  com milOoners  empowered  on  each  part,  which  articles  were  agreed 
to  he  inferted  in  and  to  conftitute  the  treaty  of  peace  propofcd  to  be  concloded  be- 
tween the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the  faidUnrted  States,  bat  which  treaty  was 
not  to  be  concluded  until  terms  of  peace  ftionld  be  agreed  upon  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France,  aiKl  his  Britannic  Majcfty  ftiould  &  ready  to  conclude  fuch  treaty 
accordingly ;  and  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  France  having  fince  been 
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concluded,  his  Britannic  Majcfty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  is  order  tot 
carry  into  full  cfftA  the  provifional  articles  above  meotioocd,  according  to  the  tenor 
thereof,  have  condituted  snd  appointed,  that  is  to  fay,  his  Britannic  MajeQy  on 
his  part,  David  Hartley,  Jbfqr.  member  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
the  faid  United  States  on  their  part,  Johny  Adams,  £fqr.  late  a  commillioDer  o£ 
the  United  States  of  America  at  the  court  of  Vcrfaillcs,  late  delegate  in  Congrefs 
from  the  flate  of  IVIaiTachufctts,  and  chief  jufticc  pf  the  fnid  (late,  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary  of  the  laid  United  States  to  their  High  MightinclTcs  the  Sutes  Ge- 
neral of  the  United  Netherlands;  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efqr,  late  delegate  in  Con* 
jrrcls  from  the  (late  of  Pennfylvania,  prelidtnt  of  the  convention  of  the  liaid  ftate» 
and  minifler  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  court  of 
Vcrfuiiles  ;  and  John  Jay,  £fq.  late  prefidentof  Congrcfs,  and  chief  julHce  of  the 
ilate  of  New  York,  and  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  faid  United  States  at  the 
court  of  Madrid;  to  be  the  plenipotentiaries  for  the  concluding  and  fi^nin^  the  pre- 
fent  definitive  treaty  ;  who,  after  having  reciprocally  communicated  their  reipco 
tive  fvll  powers,  have  agreed  upon  and  confirmed  the  fqllowing  articles. 

Arc  1.  His  Britannic  Majcdy  acknowledges  the  faid  United  States,  viz.  New 
Hampfliire,  Maflachufetu  Bay,  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con- 
lic(5iicut.  New  York,  Ntw  Jerley,  Pennfy)vania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  fovereign  and  inde- 
pendent ilates ;  that  he  treats  with  them  as  fuch,  andfor  himfelf,  his  heirs  and 
fuccelfors,  rciinquiflics  ail  claims  to  the  government,  propriety  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  fame,  and  every  part  thereof. 

Art.  II.  And  that  all  difputcs  which  might  arife  in  future  on  the  fuhjed  of  the 
buuodarie«  of  the  faid  United  States  may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  de- 
dared,  that  the  following  are  and  (hall  be  their  boundaries,  viz.  From  the  north- 
wcfi  an((ie  of  Nova  Scoria,  viz«  that  angle  which  is  iormcd  by  a  line  draj^n  due 
north  from  the  fv*urc2  oi  St  Croix  river  to  the  Highlands,  along  the  faid  Highlands 
which  divide  thofc  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  river  St  Laurence,  fron% 
thofc  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  the  north-weftemmoft  head  of  Connec- 
ticut river ;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  tp  the  forty-fifth  degree  o£ 
north  latitude  ;  from  thence  by  a  line  due  wed  on  faid  latitude,  until  it  flrikes  tho 
river  Inrxjuoisor  Caarraquy;  thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  river  into  Lake  On- 
tario ;  through  the  miJ.dic  of  faid  hkc  until  it  firikcs  the  communication  by  water 
becv/ccn  that  lake  and  Lake  Erie  ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  the  faid  communica- 
tion into  Lake  Eiie,  through  the  middle  of  fdid  lake,  until  it  arrives  at  the  water 
communication  between  that  lake  and  I^ake  Huron  ;  thence  through  the  middle  cf 
iiid  iaki  tothe  water  communication  between  that  lake  and  Lake  Superior;  th'ence 
through  Lake  Superior  northward  of  the  Hies  Royal  and  Philapeaux  to  the  Lonj 
Like  ;  thence  throa^ih  the  middle  of  faid  Long  Lake  and  the  water  communication 
between  it  and  the  Lake  of  the  Womls,  to  the  f:ud  Lake  of  the  Woods;  thence 
through  the  faid  lake  to  the  moll  north-wcltcmmoll  point  thereof,  and  from  thenoc 
on  a  due  weft  courfe  to  the  river  Mllhuippi;  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the 
the  middle  of  the  faid  river  MinilTippl,  until  it  fh-All  intcrfedk  the  northcrnmoU  part 
of  the  thirty- firft  degree  of  north  latitude.  South,  by  aline  to  be  drawn  due  e»ft 
from  the  dctcrmiiiation  of  the  line  l.»ll  mentioned  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  de- 
grees nonh  of  the  equator,  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalachiola  or  Catahouchtf  ; 
thence  along  the  middle  thereof  to  its  junt?Jon  with  the  Flint  River;  thence  ftraiglit 
to  the  head  of  6i  Mary's  Ri\cr.  and  thence  down  the  middle  of  St  Mary's  Rivtr 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Lad,  by  a  line  to  he  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  rivscr 
from  St  Croix  from  its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  its  fource,  and  from  itsfource 
dircAIy  north  to  theafoiefaid  Highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  from  thofc  which  fall  into  the  river  St  Laurence,  comprehending  «!1 
iilands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  (bores  of  the  United  States,  and  ly- 
ing between  lines  to  be  drawn  duecaft  from  the  points  where  the  aforefaid  bounc^- 
rie<  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  Laft  Florida  on  the  other,  ihall  rbi^ 
pedively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  excepting  fuch  iflandsai 
now  are  or  heretofore  have  been  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  province  of  Nciva 
Scotia.  ^    ,       '    .  : 

Arc.  TIL  It  isagrecd  that  the  people  of  the  Unitert  States  fliall  continue  to  enry 
unmolcfttd  the  right  to  take  fjm  of  every  kind  on  the  Great  Bank,  and  on  all  J.e 
other  Banks  of  Newfoundland ;  alfo  in  the  Gulph  of  St  Laurence,  and  at  all  otlier 
places  in  the  f;a  where  the  iiiliubiunts  of  both  lountrics  ufcd  at  any  time  heretofore 
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to  fifh.  And  alfo  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  (hall  have  liberty  to  take 
fifh  of  every  kind  on  fuch,part  of  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland  as  Britifli  fifhenrjca 
ihail  ufc  (but  not  to  dry  or  care  the  fame  on  that  ifland),  and  alfo  on  the  cuafls, 
bays,  and  creeks,  of  ail  other  of  his  Britannic  majefty's  dominions  iiv  America  ; 
and  that  the  American  fifhermcn  Oiall  have  liberty  to  dry  and  cure  fifh  in  any  of  the 
vnicttlcd  bays,  harbours,  and  creeks  of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen  Iflands,  and  La- 
brador, fo  long  as  the  fame  (hall  remain  unfcttlcd ;  but  fo  foon  as  the  fame  or  either 
of  them  (hall  be  fettled,  it  fhall  not  he  lawful  for  the  faid  filhertnen  to  dry  or  cure 
ilfli  at  fuchfcttlemcnt,  without  a  previous  agreemient  for  that  purpofe  with  the  in- 
habitants, proprietors,  orpoiTcfTors  of  the  ground. 

Art.  IV.  It  is  agreed  (hat  the  Creditors  on  either  lide  ihall  meet  with  no  lawful 
impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value  in  ftcrling  money  on  all  bama^de^chKM 
heretofore  contradrd. 

Art,  V.  It  is  agreed  that  con^rrrfs  fliall  earneftly  recommend  it  to  the  leyiilatum 
of  the  refpeAive  ftates,  to  provide  for  the  reftitutiou  of  all  eftates,  rights,  and  pro- 
perties, which  have  been  coniifcated,  belonging  to  real  Britifh  fiibjcffts;  and  aifo 
oftheeftates  rights,  and  properties  of  perfons  rcfident  in  diflrids  in  the  poflciBon 
of  hi^  Majefty^sarms,  and  who  have  not  borne  arms  againft  the  (aid  United  States; 
and  that  perfons  of  any  other  defcription  (hail  have  free  liberty  to  go  to  zny  part  or 
parts  of  any  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  and  therein  to  remiiu  twelve  moniha 
unmolclled  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  reftltution  of  fuch  of  their  eftates. 
rights,  and  properties,  as  may  haive  been  confifcated ;  and  that  Congrcfs  fhall  alfo 
carnedly  rrcommcnd  tothefeveral  ilates  a  reconfiderarion  and  revificn  of  allada 
or  laws  regarding  the  premifTcs,  fo  as  to  render  the  faid  laws  or  a(Ss  pcrfc6lly  con- 
£{lent  not  only  wich  juilicc  and  equity,  but  with  that  fpirit  of  conciliation  which 
«n  the  return  of  the  blcHings  of  peace  (hould  univerfally  prevail  ;  and  that  Con- 
grefs  feall  alfo  earneiHy  recommend  to  the  feveral  ilatcs,  that  the  eftates,  rights, 
^nd  properties,  of  fuch  lift  mentioned  perfons  ihall  be  reftorcd  to  them,  they  rc- 
iundtng  to  any  perfons  who  may  be  now  in  poffcflion  \\ktbonafiJe  price,  (where  any 
lias  bee^  given)  which  fuch  perfons  may  have  paid  on  purcnafmg  any  of  the  laid 
lands,  rights,  or  properties,'  fmce  the  confifcation. 

And  it  is  agreed  that  all  perfons  who  have  any  intereft  in  confifcated  lands,  either 
by  debts,  marriagc-fcttlements,  or  otherwife,  (hall  meet  with  no  lawful  xmpedi« 
tientin  the  profcfution  oftheirjuft  rights. 

Art.  VI.  That  there  (hall  be  no  future  confifcations  made,  nor  any  profecutiont 
«ommenced  againft  any  perfoo  or  perfons  for  or  by  reafon  of  the  part  which  he  or 
they  may  have  taken  in  the  prefent  war;  and  that  no  pcifon  (hall  on  that  account 
fuffcr  any  future  lofs  or  damage  cither  in  his  perfon,  liberty,  or  property,  and  that 
thofe  who  may  be  in  confinement  on  fuch  charges  at  the  time  of  the  racificatiou  of 
the  treaty  in  America,  ftiall  be  immediately  fet  at  liberty,  and  the  profecutions  fo 
commenced  be  difcontinued. 

Art.  VII.  There  fhall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between  hit  Britannic  Mi- 
jefty  and  the  faid  United  States  and  between  the  fubje<5ls  of  the  one  and  the  ci- 
tizcBJ  of  the  other"*  wherefore  all  hoftilities  both  by  lea  ^nd  land  Ihall  from  hence- 
forth ceafe  ;  all  prifoners  en  both  (ides  ihall  be  fet  at  liberry,  and  his  Britannic  Ma- 
teft3f  (hall,  with  all  convenient  fpetd,  and  without  caufmg  any  defbodioo,  or  carry- 
iivg  away  any  negroes  or  oth^r  property  of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all 
his  armies,  garrifons,  or  fleets,  from  the  faid  United  States,  and  from  every  poft, 
place,  and  harbour,  within  the  fame ;  leaving  in  all  fortifications  the  American 
artilLry  that  may  be  therein ;  and  (hall  alfo  order  and  caufe  all  archieves,  records, 
deeds,  and  papers  bclonjring  to  anv  of  the  faid  ftates,  or  fheir  citizens,  which  in  tlit 
courfe  pf  the  war  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  officers,  to  be  forthwith  re(^ 
tared  and  delivered  to  the  proper  ftates  and  perfons  to  whom  they  belong. 

Art.  VIII.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Miffiflipi,  from  its  fource  to  the  ocean, 
Ihall  for  ever  remain  free  and  open  to  the  fubje^s  of  Great  Britain  and  the  citizens 
of  the  United  Stares, 

Art.  IX.  In  cafe  it  (hould  fo  happen  that  any  place  or  territory  belonging  io 
Great  Britain  m;  to  the  United  States  (hould  have  been  conquered  by  the  arms  of 
cither  from  the  other,  before  the  arrival  of  the  faid  Provilion«tl  Articles  in  America, 
it  is  agreed  that  the  (amc  (hall  be  rcftored  without  difficulty,  and  without  requiring 
any  compcnfjtion.  ' 

Art.  X.  'Ilhc  folcmn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  expedited  in  goikj  and 
<lu£  form,  (hall  be  exchanged  bciween  the  contrat^ng parties  im  Che  fpace  of  fi^ 
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MRomhs,  or  fooner  if  poflible,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  fi|rnatoreof  the 
|>re^cnc  treaty.  In  v>'itncrii  whereof  we  the  underflgntd,  their  miniilers  pleoipo- 
tentiaiy,  have  in  their  name,  and' in  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  figned  with  our 
hando  the  prefenc  Dcdnitive  Treaty,  and  caufed  the  teals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto.     ' 

Done  at  Paris,  this  third  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

David  Hartley.  (L.  S.) 

John  Adams.  (L.  S.) 

B.    Frnnilyn.  (I..   S) 

^  John  Jay.  (L.  S.) 


No.   IV. 
JtATiriCATlON  OF  PEACE  BY  THE  AMERICAN  CONGRESS, 

AND 

THEIR  RECOMMENDATION  OF  THE  LOYALISTS, 
Agreeable  to  the  Fifth  Article. 


By  the  United  States  in  Congrefs  afTembled, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  definitive  articles  of  peace  and  friendfliip,  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  Britannic  Majcfly  were  concluded  and  figned  at 
Paris,  on  the  3d  day  of  September  1783,  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  faid  United 
States,  and  of  his  Britannic  Majedy,  duly  and  re(peai.vely  authorifed  for  that  pur-- 
pofe ;  which  definitive  articles  are  in  the  words  following.— —Vid.  No.  III.  p.  6. 
And  we  the  United  States  in  Congrcfsaflcmblcd,  having  feen  and  duly  confider- 
ed  the  definitive  articles  uforcfuid,  did  by  a  certain  adl  under  the  feal  of  the  United 
States,  bearing  date  this  14th  day  J-amiary  I784»  approve,  ratify,  and  confirm  the 
fame,  and  ever)'  part  and  claufe  tlicrcof,  engaging  and  promifing  that  we  would 
iincerely  and  faithiuUy  perform  and  obferve  the  fame,  and  never  fulfcr  them  to  be 
violated  by  any  one,  or  tranfgrLil'ed  in  any  manner  as  far  as  fliouldbc  in  our  power: 
and  being  iinci^rely  difpoTc!  to  carry  the  faid  articles  into  execution  truly,  honefUy, 
and  with  good  faith,  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  we  have  thought 
proper,  by  thefe  prefcnts,  to  notify  the  premifes  to  all  guod  citizens  of  thefe  United 
States,  hereby  requiring  and  enjoining  ail  bodies  of  magiOracy,  legiflative,  execu- 
tive, and  judiciary,  all  pcrfons .bearing  office,  civil  or  military,  of  whatever  rank, 
degree,  or  powers,  and  all  others  the  good  citizens  of  thefe  flates  of  every  vocation 
and  condition,  that  reverencing  thofc  iUpulations  entered  into  on  their behali,  under 
the  authority  of  the  federal  bond  by  which  their  exigence  as  an  independent  people 
is  bound  up  together,  and  is  known  and  acknowledged  by  the  nations  of  the  world* 
and  with  that  good  faith  which  is  every  man's  furcll  guide,  within  their  feveral 
offices,  jurifdidioQS,  and  vocations,  they  carry  into  efTccl  the  faid  definitive  articles, 
and  every  claufe  and  fentiment  thereof,  fmcerely,  (Inclly,  and  completely. 

Given  under  the  feal  of  the  United  States.  Witncfs  his  Excellency  Thomas 
MiPFLiN,  our  P^efidcut,  at  Anapolis,  this  14th  day  of  January,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  nnd  eighty-four,  and  of  the 
fovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  .of  Ajuerica  the 
eighth. 

CHARLES  THOMSON Scu 
Vol.  VI.  h 


^ 
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And,  in  compliaaee  with  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  alladed  to  in  the  forcgcncg 
proclamation,  they  refolve  unanimouily,  nine  ftates  prefent,— »That  ic  be,  knd  it  h 
hereby  earnedly  rccommendLd  to  the  legiilatures  of  the  refpeAive  ilate?,  to  f  rovide 
for  the  reditutioa  of  all  ei^ates,  rights,  and  properties,  which  have  been  confifL-tcd, 
belonging  to  real  I3ritilh  fubjciSls,  and  alfo  of  the  efHtei,  righta«'and  properties  of 
perfoos  rciideiit  iB  difiridrs  which  were  in  poflelfion  of  his  Britannic  M  jcfty*s  arms, 
at  anytime  between  the  30th  day  of  November  1781,  and  the  14th  d^y  of  January 
X784,  and  who  have  not  borne  arms  a^inft  the  faid  United  States ;  and  chat  per- 
fonwof  £.ny  other  defcriptions  ihall  have  free  libeity  to  g^o  to  any  part  or  pan^  o5  ;^y 
of  the  J  hirteen  United  States,  and  therein  to  remain  twtlve  months  ucmcleilcd, 
in  their  endeavours  to  obtuin  the  reftitution  of  fuch  of  their  cftates.  rights,  «.nd 
properties,  as  may  have  been  confifcated —'Hndit  is  alio  hereby  earneiliy  rctcm- 
mended  to  the  feveral  ftaces,  to  re-confider  and  rcvife  all  their  -^iSt^  or  law^  regurd- 
ing  the  premifes,  fo  as  to  render  the  faid  laws  or  a<5ls  perfed:ly  conGftcnc,  not  only 
with  juuice  and  equity,  but  with  that  fpirit  of  conciliation  Vkhich  on  the  return  nf 
thebleflings  of  peace  Aiould  univcrfally  prevail.  And  it  is  hereby  aifo  cjmcftly  re- 
commended to  the  feveral  dates,  that  t!;e  eilatcs,  rights,  and  properties  of  fuch 
laft-mentJoiied  perfoDs  fbouid  be  reftoredto  them,  they  refunJin«r  to  r>tiy  peribo 
who  may  be  now  in  poiTcfTion,  the  honafidi  price  (where  aiiV  hasbcci.  given)  whiih 
iuch  perfons  may  h^ivc  paid  on  purchafing  any  of  the  faid  lands,  rights,  or  pro- 
perties, Hcne  the  faid  confifcaiion. 


No.  V, 

DEFINITIVE  TREATY  OF   PEACE  AND  FRIENDSHIP, 

BETWEEN 

HIS  BRITANNIC  MAJESTY 

AND 

THE  MOST  CHRISTIAN  KING. 

Jtt  thi  nami  of  the  Mofi  Holy  and  Undivided  Trinity,  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft.     So  be  it. 

BE  it  known  to  all  thofc  whom  it  Ibiill  or  may  concern.  The  moil fcrcne  ard 
mod  potent  Prince  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Luneiiberg,  arch-treaiur.r 
and  eledor  of  the  holy  Roman  empire,  &c.  and  the  mort  ferenc  and  mol)  potci.t 
prince  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Moft  Chridian  King,  being 
equally  defirous  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  which  for  feveral  years  pail  aitiisdcd  thrir 
^•efpcdive  dominions,  accepted  the  offer  which  their  majeftiesrthe  Eropcrrjr  of  the 
Romans,  and  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  RuOias,  made  to  them,  of  their  intcrpoficion, 
and  of  their  mediation  ;  but  their  Britannic  and  Moft  Chriftian  Majcfiies,  animated 
with  a  mutual  dcfire  of  accelerating  the  re-e£labU(hnient  of  peace,  communicated  to 
.each  other  their  laudable  intention  ;  which  Heaven  fo  far  blcifcd.  that  they  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  the  foundations  of  peace,  by  fignin^  preliminary  articles  at  Verfailles, 
the  aoth  of  January  in  the  prefent  year.  Their  faid  ma  jellies  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Moft  Chriftian  Kin^,  thinking  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  give 
iheir  Imperial  Majefties a  figna!  proof  of  gratitude  for  the  generous  oflfcr  of  their 
xnediatic»D,  invited  them,  in  concert,  to  concur  in  the  completion  of  the  great  and 
lalutary  work  of  peace,  by  taking  part,  as  mediators,  in  the  definitive  treaty  to  be 
.concluded  between  their  Britannic  ancl  Moft  Chriftian  Majefties.  Their  faid  Tm- 
ptrialMiQeftieshavingreadily  accepted  that  invitation,  they  have  named,  asibcir 
jreprcfentatives,  vis.  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  the  moft  illuftrions 
juBd  mpft  ezcelleot  lord  Flonmond,  count  Mercy-Argentcau^  vifcount  of  Loo,  bar 
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fofi  of  Crkhe|rnce,  knight  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  chamberlain,  a  Anal  privy  eona^ 
fellor  of  ftate  to  his  Imperial  and  royal  Apoftolic  Majefty,  and  his  amoailador  to 
his  Moft  ChriHian  Majcfty  ;  and  her  Majcfty  the  Emprcfc  of  all  the  Rufliaa,  the 
mou  iiludrious  and  raoft  excellent  lord,  Prince  Iwan  Barintinoikoy,  LieotcBant- 
Girn<fr.»l  of  the  forces  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  RuiTiai,  knight  of  the  or- 
dcfd  of  St  Anne,  and  of  the  Swediih  Sword,  and  her  miniAer  plenipotentisry  to 
his  Moll  Chf  iftian  Maj'.fty ;  and  the  lord  Arcadi  dc  Marcoff,  counfeilor  of  ftate  to 
her  Imperial  Majcily  oi  all  the  Ruffiaa,  and  her  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  hi) 
Moft  Chriilian  Ivlajelty.  In  confcquence,  their  faid  Majeftie»  the  King  of  GrcaC 
Britain,  and  the  Mofl  Chnlllan  ^og,  have  named  and  conftituted  for  their  pleni- 
potentiarus,  charged  with  the  concluding  and  figuing  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
p.':ice,  viz.  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  the  nioU  illuftrioua  and  moil  excellent  lord 
Gctir^re,  duke  acd  earl  of  N^ancheller,  vifcount  Mandeviile,  baron  of  Kimbolti^n^ 
lord  iicutcnatit  and  cliftos  rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  aAual  privy 
counfc I Jor  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  his  ambafTador  excraordinaiy  andplenipo* 
tenii^ry  to  hi*  Mo/t  Chriftiiin  Majcfty  ;  and  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  the  moft 
illuftricus  nud  moft  excellent  lord  Charles  Gravicr,  count  de  Vcrgenncs,  baron  of 
WeUcrding,  &.c»  the  king'x  counfeilor  in  all  his  cnunciU,  commander  in  his  orders, 
prefjilent  ot  the  royal  council  of  finances,  counfcUor  of  ftatc  military,  ntinifter  and 
fecrctary  of  ftate,  and  of  his  commands  and  finances:  who  alter  having  exchanged 
ificir  rer^K,'v:ti  ve  full  powers  have  agreed  upon  the  foUov^  ing  articles : 

Art.  I.  ihece  fhall  be  ajL'lmftian,  univerfal,  and  perpetual  peace,  as  well  by 
iea  a.<^  by  land,  and  a  fincere  and  conftant  friendftiip  fhall  be  re-cftabliflied  between 
fhcir  Britannic  and  Moft  Chriftjan  Majefties,  and  between  their  heirs  and  rocx.efrors^ 
kingdoms,  dominions,  provinces,  countries,  fubjcds  awd  vafTals,  of  what  quality  . 
9y.il  cfuitlition  whatfoevcr  they  be,  without  exception  either  of  places  or  pcxfons  ;  fo 
that  the  hi^rh  coiitrading  parties  fhall  give  thegreateft  attention  to  the  maintaining 
be:  ween  themfelves,  and  their  faid  dominions  and  fubjeds,  this  reciprocal  friend* 
ihip  and  intercourie,  without  permitting  hereafter,  on  either  p-:rt,  any  kind  ol 
hoftihties  tobe  committed,  either  by  fcaor  by  land,  for  any  caufe,  or  under  any 
prcfciicc  whatfoevcr  :  and  they  ihall  carefully  avoid,  for  the  future,  everything 
which  might  prejudice  the  union  happily  re-eftablilhcd,  endeavouring,  on  the  , 
contrary,  to  procure  reciprocally  for  each  other,  on  every  occalion  whatever  may 
contribure  to  their  mutual  glory,  interefts,  and  advantage,  without  giving  any 
afUftancc  orproredlion  diredly  orindiredly,  tothofewho  would  do  any  injury  tor 
ell  her  of  the  hijrh  contniding  parties.  I'here  fhall  be  a  general  oblivion  and  am^^ 
Beily  of  cvtrry  thing  which  may  have  been  done  or  committed,  before  or  fince  the 
eommtncemcntof  the  war  which  is  juft  ended. 

Art.  li.  The  treaties  of  Weflphaliaof  1648  ;  the  treaties  of  peace  of  N'megueil 
of  1678,  a»«f  1679 ;  of  Ryfwick  ot  J697 ;  thcfj  of  peace  and  of  commerce  oC 
Utrechtof  1713  ;  that  of  Baden  of  1714 ;  that  of  the  triple  a'liance  of  the  Hague 
of  1717  ;  that  of  the  quadruple  alliance  of  London  of  1718;  the  treaty  of  peace  of 
Vienna  of  1738;  the  definitive  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chaptlle  of  1748;  and  that  of 
Paris  of  176.-;,  ferve  as  a  bafis  and  foundation  to  the  peace,  and  to  the  prefenC 
treaty  ;  and  ff)r  this  purpofe  they  were  all  renewed  and  confirmed  in  the  heft  forip,  ' 
as  well«.s  all  the  treaties  in  general  which  fubfifted  between  the  high  contrading 
parties  before  the  war,  as  if  they  were  herein  inftrtcd  word  for  word;  andfo  they 
are  to  be  exadly  obfervcd  for  the  future  in  their  full  tenor,  and  rcfigioufly  executed 
by  both  parties,  in  all  the  points  which  fhall  not  be  derogated  from  by  the  prefcnC 
treaty  of  peace. 

Art  in.  All  the  prifoners  taken  on  either  fide,  as  well  by  land  ashy  fea,  and 
the  hoftages  carried  away  or  given  during  the  war,  and  to  this  day,  fhall  be  reftored,i 
vjtlfout  lanirm,  in  fix  weeks  at  lateft,tob«  computed  from  theday  of  the  exchange  ot 
thcratifirarions  of  theprrfcnt treaty;  each  crown refpedlively  difcharging  the  advan^* 
tapf^wh;(.h  (hall  have  been  made,for  the  fubfiftcnocandmaintenanctolthcirprifoncrst 
by  the  fovtTti^n  of  the  country  where  they  (hall  have  been  detained,  according  to 
tlic  receipts  and  attcftcd  accounts,  ^nd  other  authentic  vouchers,  v  hich  fhall  be  fur- 
ni[he:i  on  each  fide  ;  and  furstics  fhall  be  rcciprocHlly  given  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  v^ hich  the  prifoners  m:\y  have  conrraded  in  tho  countries  where  thc>  may 
have  been  <ictaincd  until  thfir  entire  relcsfc.  And  all  fliips,  as  wtll  men  of  waratf 
mcrcljant  fhips,  which  may  have  been  taken  fince  the  expiration  of  the  terms  agreed 
upon  for  the  cciTation  ofhoftilitics  by  fca,  ihall  U!:ewilc  be  rcftorcd  6<ma  fiUtf  "Wip«k* 
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aTl  their  crews  and  cargoes.    >  And  the  ezecutidn  of  this  article  fhali  be  proceeded 
upon  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty. 

Art.  IV.  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  is  maintained  in  his  right  to  the  . 
iiland  of  Newfoundland,  and  to  the  adjacent  iflands,  as  the   whole  were  aflured  ro 
him  by  the  thirteenth  article  o!  the  treaty  oi  Utrecht,  excepting   the  iflands  of  St 
Pierre  and   Miquelon,  which  are  ceded  in  full  right  l»y  die  prefcnt  treaty  to  bis 
Moa  Chrittian  Majerty. 

Art.  V,  His  Majefty  the  Moft  Chriftian  Kine,  in  order  to  prevent  the  quarrels 
which  have  hitherto  arifen  between  the  two  nations  of  England  and  France,  cob- 
fents  to  renounce  the  right  of  fiihing,  which  belongs  to  him  in  virtue  of  the  afore- 
faid  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  from  Cape  Bonaviila  to  Cape  St  John,  (xtoated 
on  the  eaflerncoaft  of  Newfoundland,  in  fifty  degrees  north  latitude;  and  his  Mii- 
jefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  confcutson  his  part,  that  the  iiihcry  afli^ned  to  the 
lubjcifts  of  hib  Moft  Chriftian  Majclly,  beginning  at  the  faid  Cape  St  John  pjfiia^ 
to  the  north,  and  defcending  by  the  wclleru  coafl:  of  the  idand  of  Ncwfonniilana, 
ihall  extend  to  the  phce  called  Cape  Raye,  fituatcd  in  forty-fcvcn  degree?,  fiity 
minutes  latitude.  The  French  filhcrmcn  (hall  enjoy  the  fiftiery  which  is  afligued 
to  them  by  the  prcfent  article,  as  ihey  had  the  right  to  enjoy  that  which  was  iili^^n- 
ed  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

Art.  VI.  With  regard  to  the  fifecry  in  the  gulf  of  St  Laurence,  the  French  ihall 
continue  to  exercife  it  conformably  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris. 

Art.  VII.  The  King  of  Gtreat  Britain  rcftores  to  France  the  ifland  of  St  Lucia,  in 
the  condition  it  was  in  when  it  was  conquered  by  the  Bruifb  arms ;  and  his  Bri- 
tannic Majcfty  cedes  and  guaranties  to  his  Molt  Chriflian  Majefty  the  iiland  of 
Tobago.  The  Proteflant  inhabitants  of  the  £»id  iiland,  as  well  asthofc  of  the  fame 
religion,  who  (hall  have  fettled  at  St  Lucia,  whilft  that  iiland  was  occupied  by  the 
Britiih  arms,  fhall  not  be  moIelUd  in  the  exercife  of  their  worfliip:  and  the  Bntijh 
inhabitants,  or  others  who  may  have  been  fubje^s  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ia 
tlie  aforefaid  iflands,  fhall  retain  their  pofTeffions  upon  the  fame  titles  and  condi- 
tions by  which  they  have  acquired  them,  or  elfc  they  may  retire  in  full  fecurity  uid 
liberty,  where  they  fhall  think  fit,  and  (hall  have  the  power  of  felling  their  L^ate$» 
provided  it  be  to  fubjedsof  his  Moft  Chriflian  Majefly,  and  of  removing  their  cf- 
ic(5ls,  as  well  as  their  perfons,  without  being  reftrained  in  their  emigration,  under 
any  pretence  whatfoever,  except  on  account  of  debts,  or  of  criminal  profccutioas. 
The  term  limited  for  this  emigration  is  fixed  to  the  fpace  of  eighteen  months,  to  he 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  prcfent  treaty. 
And  for  the  better  fecuring  the  pofTefTions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  aforefaid  iiland 
of  Tobago,  the  Mod  Chriftian  King  fhall  iftue  letters  patent,  containing  an  aboli- 
tion of  the  droit  d*aubaine  in  the  faid  ifland. 

Art.  VIII.  The  Moft  Chriftia:i  King  reftores  to  Great  Britain  the  iflands  of 
Grenada,  and  the  Grenadines,  St  Viiiccnt*8,  Dominica,  St  Chriftopher's,  Ncvii, 
and  Montferrat ;  and  the  fortreffes  of  theft  iflands  (hall  be  delivered  up  in  the  condi- 
tion they  were  in  when  the  conqueft  of  them  was  made.  The  fame  Itipulations  in- 
fcrtcd  in  the  preced'pg  anicle  fhall  take  place  in  favour  of  tlic  French  fubjeds,  with 
refpcdb  to  the  iflands  enumerated  in  the  prefcnt  article. 

Art.  IX.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  cedes,  in  full  right,  and  guarantic*  to  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majclty,  thcsiver  Senegal,  and  its  dependencies,  with  the  forts  of 
St  Louis,  Podor,  CJalum,  Arguin,  and  Portendic ;  and  his  Britannic  Ma)cfty  rcK 
tqres  to  France  the  iflutid  of  Goree,  which  (hall  be  delivered  up  in  the  condition  it 
was  in  when  the  conqueft  of  it  was  made. 

Art.  X.  The  Molt  Chriftian  King,  on  his  part,  guaranties  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  the  pofleftion  of  Fort  James,  and  of  the  river  Gambia. 

Art.  XI.  For  prevent in^  all  difculBon  in  that  part  of  the  world,  the  two  bigir 
contrading  parties  fhall,  within  three  months  after  tlie  exchange  of  die  raTi6c3iions 
of  the  prtl'ent  treaty,  name  commiflaries,  who  fhall  be  charged  with  ihc  Icitling 
and  fixing  of  the  boundaries  of  the  reipediive  poffefTions.  As  to  the  gum  trade,  the 
Englilh  fhall  have  the  liberty  of  carrying  it  on,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  bi  J<,-hn, 
to  the  bay  and  fort  of  Portendic  inchifivcly.  Provided  that  they  (ball  not  furm  aijy 
permanent  fettlcmcut,  of  what  nature  focvcr,  in  the  faid  river  St  John,  upon  tb© 
coaft,  or  m  the  bay  of  Portendic. 

Art,  XII.  A3  to  the  refiducof  (he  coaft  of  Africa,  the  En?lifh  and  French  fub» 
}e<5ls  fhall  continue  to  rcfurt  thereto ,  according  to  the  ulage  ^luch  h^  hitherto  pre« 
vaikd. 
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Art.  XIII.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  rcftorcs  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  M 
jefty  all  the  fettlemcots  which  bclongtd  to  him  at  the  bi-ginning  of  the  prefcii' 
war,  upon  the  coaft  of  Orixa,  an<t  in  Bengal,  with  liberty  to  furrcund  Chan- 
dcmagore  with  a  ditch  forc?rrying  ctF  the  waters  ;  and  his  Briranhic  Majcftj 
engages  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  Ihall  be  in  liis  pc»ier  for  fccuring  to  the  fub» 
jedts  of  France  in  tliat  part  oHndia,  as  well  as  on  the  co^fl  of  Orixa,  Cv>romand- 
<rl.  and  Malabar,  a  fate,  free,  and  independent  tr;  dc,  fuch  as  v/as  carried  01}  by 
the  French  £afl  India  Company,  whctlier  they  cxcroife  it  individually, or  united 
in  a  company. 

Art.  XIV.  Pondicherry  (hall  be  in  like  matnncr  delivered  up  and  guarantied 
to  France,  as  alfo  E^rikal :  and  his  Britannic  Majefty  fliall  fecurc,  fur  an  addi- 
tional depcqdencv  to  Pondicherry,  the  two  diAricls  of  Vclanour  and  Bahour  ; 
and  to  Karikal,  the  FourMagaus  bordering  thereupon. 

Art.  XV.  France  fliall  re-cuter  into  the  poflcflion  of  Mahe,  as  well  as  of  its 
fa<aory  at  Surat ;  and  the  French  fhall  carry  on  their  trade,  on  this  part  of  India, 
conformably  to  the  principles  eftabli(hed  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  this 
treaty. 

Art.  XVI.  Orders  having  been  fcnt  to  India  by  the  high  contra<5>ing  parties, 
in  purfuance  of  the  (ixtcenth  article  of  the  preliminaries,  it  is  further  agreed, 
that  if,  within  the  term  of  four  months,  the  refpctSlivc  allies  of  their  Britannic 
and  Moft  Chriftian  Majefties  fliall  not  have  acceded  to  the  prefcnt  pacificarion, 
or  concluded  a  fcparate  accommodation,  their  faid  Majeftics  Hull  not  give  thctn 
any  afliftance,  diredly  or  indiredlly,  againft  the  Britifli  or  Trench  polfelfions, 
or  againft  the  ancient  pofTeilions  of  their  refpecHve  allies,  fuch  a  they  were  iu 
the  year  1776. 

Art.  XVII,  The  King  of  Great  Britain,  being  dtfirous  to  give  to  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  a  fincere  proof  of  reconciliation  and  friendfliip,  and  to  con- 
tribute to  render  folid  the  peace  re-oftablilhtd  between  their  faid  Majeflies,  coa- 
fents  to  the  abrogation  and  fuppreluon  of  all  the  arlicles  rcluiiv«  to  Dunkirk, 
from  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht  in  i"'3,  inclufivc,  to  this  d;'y. 

Art.  XVUI.  Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  rntificarions,  the  two  Ivnh 
contra^Sting  parties iliall  name  commiiraries  totieat  cnueiniiKT  ww  Arrangements 
of  commerce  between  the  two  natictis,  on  the  halls  oi  rccipidcity  and  ir.uuial 
eouvcniencc ;  which  arrangements  ih.iU  be  fc'.tled  und  ct^ncluded  within  ihc 
fpace  of  two  years,  to  be  computed  iVom  the  fir  ft  of  J.inuary,  in  the  vcar 
1784.  . 

Art.  XIX.  All  the  countries  and  territories  wl.i'h  m.iy  have  becT>,  or  v.hich 
may  he  conquered  in  any  p^irt  of  the  world  wlwJfof  v<r,  b/  the  r.r:r.s  ot  his 
Britannic  .viajcfty,  as  well  as  by  thofe  of  his  Moft  L'ltJhiun  M:ijcitv,  which  are 
not  included  in  the  prefent  treaty,  neither  under  liic  hc,;d  of  ccl'io-is,  nqr  un- 
der the  head  of  reftitutions,  fliall  be  rtftorcd  without  diiiicuity,  and  without 
requiring  any  comoenfation.  •" 

Art.  XX.  As  it  is  necciTary  to  appoint  a  certain  period  for  the  reftitutions 
and  evacuations  to  be  made  by  each  ofthehij^h  contracting  p^irtics,  it  is  ?grecd 
that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  fhall  caufe  to  be  cvacu.iitd  the  ifl  inds"./f  St 
Pierre  and  Miquelon,  three  months  after  the  ratification  of  the  prelent  treaty, 
or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done;  St  Lucia  (one  of  the  Charibee  i (lands  )  and  Gojee 
in  Africa,  three  months  after  the  ratification  of  the  prtftnt  ire.*ty,  orfooncr„if 
it  can  be  done.  The  King  of  Great  Britam  ftiaM  in  lil'c  manner',  at  the  end  of 
three  months  after  the  ratiiication  of  the  prefcnt  treaty,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be 
done,  enter  again  into  the  poflt-ilion  of  the  illand&  of  Grenada,  tlic  Grenudinei, 
St  Vincent's,  Dominica,  St  Chrift.)pher'a,  Nevis,  nnd  Mom  (err .tt.  IVaHce  fliall 
be  put  in  poflcflion  of  the  towns  and  fatflorics  which  arc  rcftorcd  ro  her  iu  iJic 
Eaft  Indies,  and  of  the  territories  which  are  procured  lor  her,  to  ferve  as  addi« 
tional  dependencies  to  Pondicherry,  and  to  Knrikal,  lix  months  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  prefcnt  treaty,  or  iboncr,  if  it  can  1)C  lioue.  In* nee  ihall  deliver 
up,  at  the  end  of  the  like  term  of  fix  in;>uhs,  the  tov.n.^  and  territories 
which  her  arms  may  have  taken  from  the  l.n«;h{h,  or  ilioir  allic*,  in  tlie  J'i^ft 
Indies.  In  confcquencc  whereof,  the  neceflary  orders  (IwU  be  f^ni  by  eiich  of 
the  high  coutraiSling  parties,  with  reciprocal  pafl'j)«)rt8  for  the-  lliips  which  lliall 
carry  ihcm,  iumiediateiy  after  t lie  raiiricationof  liic  prefcnt  treaty. 

Art.  XXI.  IhedeciJion  of  the  prizes  and  fei»^rc^  made  prior  to  the  hof- 
liUties  fhall  be  referred  to  the  refpeclivc  courts  of  juftice  ;  fo  thai  the  lejjality  of 
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the  faid  prize*  and  fcizurcR  (liall  be  decided  according  to  the  law  of  nations  and 
to  treaties,  in  che  courts  of  juftice  of  ilic  nation  which  (haii  have  made  the  cap^ 
tare,  or  ordered  the  feizarcs. 

Art.  XXII.  Fur  preventing  the  reviyai  of  the  law  fuits  which  have  been 
ended  in  the  i Hands  conquered  by  either  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  it  it 
agreed  that  the  judgments  pronounced  in  the  laft  reforty  and  which  have  ac« 
quired  the  force  of  matters  determined,  ihall  be  confirmed  and  executed  accord- 
ing to  their  form  aod  tenor. 

Art.  XXIII.  Their  Britannic  and  Mod  Chriflian  MijeRies  promife  co  obferre 
fincerely,  and  bonajide.  ail  the  articles  contained  and  eitablidicd  in  the  prcicnt 
treaty ;  and  they  will  not  fufTer  the  fame  to  be  infringed,  direi^ily^  or  indurei^j^ 
by  their  refpeii\ive  iubjcoU;  and  the  faid  high  contrac^ng  parties  guaranty  to 
each  other,  gcnenilly  and  reciprocally,  all  the  Aipulations  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

Art.  XXI V,  The  folemn  ratiHcations  of  the  prcfcnt  treaty,  prepared  in 
good  and  due  form,  iliall  be  exchanged  in  th^s  city  of  VerfaiUes,'  between  the 
high  contra(^tng  parties,  ia  the  fpace  of  a  month, ^or  fuoncr  if  poi&ble,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  (ignature  of  the  prtfent  treaty. 

h)  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  under- written  ambalfador  extraordinary,  and  mu 
niftcrs  pleni^x}tentiarT,  have  iigned  with  ourhand:*,  in  their  names,  aod  in  vir- 
tue of  our  rci'pecflive'fuil  pnwers,  the  prefent  detinitive  treaty,  and  have  caufed 
the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be  afExed  thereto. 

Done  at  Vcrfailles,  the  third  day  of  September,  One  thoufand  fevcnhua* 
drcdand  eighty-three. 

GravUr  de  Vergamam  (L.   S.) 

Manchtdsr.  (L    S.} 


SEPARATE  ARTICLES. 

Art.  I.  Some  of  the  titles  made  ufc  of  by  the  contra<amg  parties,  whether  in 
the  full  powers,  and  other  inftruments,  duriug  the  courfc  ot  the  negociation,  or 
in  the  preamble  of  the  prefent  treaty,*  not  being  generally  acknowledged,  it  ha» 
been  agreed  that  no  prejudice  fliould  ever  refuit  therefrom  to  either  of  the  faid 
contracting  partic*s;  and  that  the  titles  taken  or  omitted,  on  cither  fide,  upon 
occaiion  of  the  faid  negociatic-n,  and  of  the  prefent  treaty,  fhall  not  be  cited,  or 
quoted  as  a  preredent. 

Art.  H.  It  has  been  agreed  and  determined,  that  the  French  language, made 
ufe  <jf  in  all  the  copies  ol  the  prelent  treaty,  fliall  not  form  an  example  which' 
may  bcallcd^^cd,  or  quoted  as  a  precedent,  or  in  any  manner  prejudice  either  of 
the  contracting  powers ;  ind  that  they  Ihall  conform,  for  the  future,  to  what 
has  been  obfervcd,  and  ought  to  be  obferved,  witn  regard  to,  and  on  the  part 
of  poweis,  who  are  in  the  prac^licc  and  poflTclTitm  of  giving  and  receivuig  copies 
of  liketreat'ts  in  a  different  language  from  the  French ;  the  prefent  treaty  hav- 
ing, neverthelefs,  the  fame  force  and  virtue  as  if  the  aforefaid  pradlite  had 
been  thcrcin-obfcrvcd. 

In  wtnefs  whereof,  wc  the  under-written  ambaflador  extraordinary,  andaii- 
niftcrs  ])lcnipoti:n:i.iry  of  their  Britannic  and  Moft  Cbridian  Majedies,  have 
hgiud  the  prcfcnt  feparate  articles,  and  have  caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be 
I  thereto. 


hgiud  t 

ftihxcd  t 


Done  at  Verfaillc«,  the  third  of  September,  One  thoufand  fcven  hundred 
and  eighty  three. 

Gravter  de  P^er^nnu,  (L.  S.^ 

Mancheper.  (L.  S.J 
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DECLARATION. 

The  King  having  entirely  agreed  with  his  mgt>  Chriftian  Majcfly  upon  the 
Artickfi  of  the  definitive  treaty ,  will  leek  every  means  which  fliall  not  only 
enfure  the  execution  thereof,  with  hia  accuftomcd  good  faith  and  pun^uality, 
but  wiii  bcfulesgivc,  on  his  part«  all  po4Cble  efficacy  to  the  principles  which 
ihall  prevent  even  the  lead  foundation  of  difpute  for  ihe  future. 

To  this  end,  and  in  order  that  the  finierinen  of  the  two  nations  may  not 
give  caufe  for  daily  quarrel :•,  his  Brittannic  Majeflv  will  take  the  mod  pofitivc 
meAfurCft  for  preventing  his  fubjcAs  from  interrupting,  in  any  manner,  by  their 
competition,  the  fillicry  of  the  French,  during  the  tentporary  excrcifc  of  it 
which  is  granted  to  them,  upon  the  coails  of  the  illand  of  Newfoundland  ; 
and  he  will,  for  this  purpofc,  caufe  the  fixed  fettlenicnts,  which  fhall  be  formed 
there ;  to  be  removed.  His  Britannic  Majefly  will  give  orders  that  the  French 
fifliermen  be  not  incommoded,  in  cutting  the  wood  ncccflary  for  the  repair  of 
their  ftrairolds,  huts,  and  (ifhing  vtfTcls. 

The  thirteenth  ariicle  of  ihe  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  the  method  of  carrying 
on  the  {idiery  which  has  at  all  times  been  acknowledged,  Htall  be  the  plan 
upon  v/hich  the  fifhcry  fliall  be  carried  on  there;  it  lliall  not  be  deviated  from 
by  cither  party;  the  French  fifliermen  building  only  their  fcafFoIds, confining 
themfclves  to  the  repair  of  their  6iliiug  vclTcIs,  and  not  wintering  there;  the 
fubjc*5t«i  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  on  their  pan,  not  molcflin^,  in  any  manner^ 
the  French  tilhermcn,  dux iog  their  fiftiing,  lur  injuring  their  fcaQuldd  during 
their  abfen'^t 

The  Kiug  of  Great  Britain,  in  ceding  the  iflands  of  St  Pierre  and  Miquelon 
to  Francc^regard^  them  as  ceded  for  the  purpofe  of  fcrving  as  a  real  fliclter  to  the 
French  filliemien,  and  in  full  confidence  that  thcfc  pofleliJoaR  will  not  l)ecome  an 
cbjtril  of  jealoufy  between  the  two  nations ;  and.that  the  fithcry  between  the 
faid  illands,  and  that  of  Newfoundland,  fliall  be  liniiced  to  the  middle  of 
the  channel. 

With  tcgard  to  India,  Great  Britain  having  granted  to  France  every  thing 
that  can  afccrtaln  and  confirm  the  trade  which  the  latter  requires  to  carry  on 
there,  hi?  Majtfty  relies  with  conUdence  on  the  repeated  alfurances  of  the 
court  of  Verfaillcs,  that  the  power  of  furrour.ding  Chandcrnagnre  with  a  ditch 
for  carrying  off  the  waters,  fliall  not  be  excrcifcd  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make 
It  bLConic  an  o^je^Sl  of  umbrage. 

The  new  .late  in  which  commerce  may  perhan«»  be  found,  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  will  demand  reviGons  and  explanations  of  the  fublif^ing  treaties  ;  but  an 
entire  abrogation  of  thofe  treaties,  in  whatever  period  it  might  be,  would 
throw  commerce  into  fuch  confufion  as  would  be  of  infinite  prejudice  to  it. 

In  fojne  of  the  treaties  of  this  fort  there  arc  not  only  articles  which  relate 
merely  to  commerce,  but  many  others  which  enfure  reciorocally,  to  the  refpec- 
tivc  fubjCfflij,  privileges,  facilities  for  condut:ting  their  affairs,  perfonal  protcc* 
tions,  and  other  advantages,  which  ai'c  not,  .uid  which  ought  not  to  be  of  a 
changeable  nature,  fuch  as  the  regulations  relating  merelv  to  the  value  of  goods 
and  incrchandlfe,  variable  from  circumflauces  of  every  kind. 

When  therefore  the  flatcof  the  trade  b.twccn  the  two  nations  fliall  be  treated. 
upon,it  is  reciiiifitc  to  be  underflood,  that  the  alterations  which  maybe  made 
ill  the  fubrifHr.g  treaties  ar^  to  extend  only  to  arrangements  merely  commercial ; 
and  tha:  the  privileges  and  advantages,  »T>utual  and  particular,  be  not  only  pre- 
fcrvtd  on  each  fulc,  but  even  aiigmcn.cd,  if  it  can  be  done. 
'  In  this  view,hii5  Majefty  has  confcntcil  to  tlie  appointment  of  commifTaries,  on 
each  fide,  who  fliall  treat  folely  upon  this  objec'l. 

In  witnef-*  whereof,  we  his  Britannic  majcfty's  ambaflador  extraordinary  and 
miniftcr  plenipotentiary,  being  thcret.^  duly  authorifcd,  havefigncd  the  prefcnt 
declaration,  and  caufed  the  fcal  of  our  arras  to  be  fet  thereto. 

Given   at  VcrfaiUcs,  the  tiord   of  September,   One   thouAtnd   fevcn 
hundred  «nd  cigh*  v.t  tm  e. 
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COUNTER     DECLARATION. 

THE  principles,  which  have  gui'lcd  the  King  iu  the  whole  courfe  of  the  dc^ 
gocinrtons  which  preceded  the  re.e<tabhlhmeni  of  peace,  mu ft  have  conviaced 
the  King  of  Great  Britain, that  hi«  Majcfty  has  had  no  other  defign  than  to  ren- 
der it  foltd  and  laftlng,  by  preventing,  as  much  as  pofEble,  in  the  four  quarters 
of  the  wwrld,  every  fiilijtit  of  difcuirion  and  quarrel.  The  King  of  Great  firitaia 
undoubtedly  places  too  much  coufidencc  in  the  uprightncfs  of  his  Majcfly's 
intentions,  not  to  rely  upon  h-i  conftant  attention  .to  prevent  the  iflands  of 
St  i^icrrc  and  Miqucl^.n,  from  becoming  an  objcA  of  jealoufy  ()etwcen  the  two 
nations. 

As  to  the  fiiliery  on  the  coafts  ot  Nevvfouodland,  which  has  been  the  objc<Sk  of 
thcncv  arran;Tcnuntri  fettled  ovtht  two  fovcrcigus  upon  this  matter,  it  is  fuf- 
ftcicn*Iy  ulcrtaincd  by  tht  fi.th  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  figncd  this  day, 
andby  thcdcclaratlon'likewirc  delivered  to-day,  by  his  Britannic  Majefly'sam- 
ba^a'Iorcxtraordiniry  and  plenipotentiary;  and  hisMajefty  declares,  that  hcii 
fuHy  fatfsfitd  on  fh-n  hcid. 

In  rc^^ard  tothfHiihery  bctwcrti  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  and  thnfcof  Jk 
Pierre  and  M-qucIi-n,  it  is  n  »t  to  be  carried  on  by  either  party,  but  to  the  middle 
of  the  channel;  and  his  Majifty  will  give  the  moft  pofitive  orders,  that  the 
French  fifhcrmcn  iliall  nt?t  go  bcytmd  this  line.  His  Majeily  is  firmly  pcrfuadcd 
that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  will  give  like  orders  to  thcEnglifli  fifliermen. 

The  K-np/a  dcfirc  to  maintain  the  peace  comprehend*  India  a!»  well  ;s  the 
other  parti  ol  the  world;  his  Britannic  Majcfty  may  therefore  be  alTured,  that 
his  Majcfty  will  never  permit  that  an  objctft  fo  inoflenfivc,  and  fo  harmlefs,  as 
the  ditch  with  which  Chaudemagore  is  to  be  furroundcd,  fhouldgive  an  umbrage 
to  the  court  of  London. 

The  King,  in  propoGng  new  arrangements  of  commerce,  had  no  other  defign 
than  to  remedy,  by  the  rules  of  reciprocity  and. mutual  convenience,  whatever 
may  l>c  defeOlive  \n  the  treaty  of*  connncrce  figned  at  Utrecht,  in  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  thirteen.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  may  judge  from  hence, 
.  that  his  Majerty's  inteniion  is  not  in  any  wife  to  cancel  all  the  ftipulations  in  the 
above-mcntivmcd  treaty;  he  declares,  on  the  contrary,  from  henceforth,  that  he 
isdifpofed  to  maintain  all  the  privilege?,  facilities,  and  advantages  exprefled  in 
that  treaty,  as  far  as  they  lliall  be  reciprocal,  or  compcnfated  by  equivalent  ad- 
vantages. It  is  to  attain  this  end,  dt  iired  on  each  fide,  that  commijiaries  are  to  ' 
be  api^iintcd  to  treat  upon  the  ftat«  of  the  trade  between  the  two  nations,  and 
that  a  ^onfiderablc  fpacc  of  time  is  to  be  allowed  foi*  completing  their  work  Hi* 
Majefty  hopes  that  this  objc^^  will  be  purfucd  with  the  fame  good  faith,  and  the 
famcfpirit  of  conciliation,  which  prefided  over  the  difcufllon  of  all  the  other 
points  comprifed  in  the  dctiiiitivc  treaty  ;  and  his  faid  Majcfty  is  firmly  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  rcfpcL^ive  c^mmiiFarics  will  employ  the  utmoft  diligence  for 
the  completion  of  this,  important  work. 

In  witntf*;  whereof,  we  the  imf?erwrittcn  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majcfty,  being  thereto  duly  authorifcd  have  figned  the  prelcnt  counter, 
declar.ilion,  and  have  cauftd  the  fcal  of  our  arms  to  be  fixed  thereto. 

Given  at  Vcrfailles  the  third  of  September,  Ohe  thoufand   fcvea 

hundred  and  eighty -three. 


Gravicr  dc  (^ergenms.  ( L . S • ) 


Wi:,  ar.bafTidor  plenipotentiary  of  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Apoftolic  Ma- 
jcfty, having  ac^ed  a^*  mcJi  Jtor  in  the  work  of  p.ic:if)c|fion,  declare  that  the 
treaty  of  peace  Ogncd  tln%  d?.y  at  Vcr::iil!cj,  between  his  Britannic  Majcfty  and 
his  Moft  Chriftiaa  M.ijcfty,  v.iiii  the  two  fcparatc    articles  thereto  annexed, 
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We«'  ambaflifidor  pknipotcDtiarj  of  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Apoflolic  Majefty, 
liavin^  aded  as  mediator  in  the  work  of  pacification,  declare  that  the  treaty  of 
p«ace  figned  this  day  at  Verfailles,  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  his  Moft 
Chriilian  Majefty,  with  the  two  feparate  articles  thereto  annexed,  and  of  which 
tkey  farm  a  part,  as  aUb  with  all  the  claufes,  conditions,  and  ftipulations  which 
are  therein  contained,  was  concluded  by  the  mediation  of  his  Imperial  and  Royal 
Apoftolic  Majefty;  In  witnels  whereof,  we  have  figned  thefe  prcfents  with  our 
hand,  and  have  caufed  the  feal  of  our  arms  to  be  a6^ed  thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  third  of  September,  Oae  tkoofaad  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-three. 

Le  Compte  de  jR^ertj  ArgetUeau,  (L.S«) 

We,  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruflias,  having 
afted  as  mediators  in  the  work  of  pacification,  declare  that  the  treaty  of  peace 
figned  this  day  at  Verfailles,  between  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  his  Moll  Chriftiaa 
Majefty,  with  the  two  feparate  articles  thereto  annexed,  and  of  which  they  forma 
part,  asalfo  with  all  the  dauTes,  conditions  and  ftipulations  which  are  therein  cOn^ 
tained,  was  concludedbv  the  mediation  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruifias. 
Ib  witnefs  whereof,  we  tkave  ftgncd  thefe  prefents  with  our  hands,  and  have  caufed 
the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  third  of  September,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-three. 

Princt  Itoan  BariatinoJkoH,  (LuS.) 

A.  Marcoff,  (L.S.) 
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DEFINITIVE  TREATY  OF  PEACE  AND  FRIENDSHIP, 
BETWEEN 

3 

HIS  BRITANNIC  MAJESTY 
AND 

THE  KING  OF  SPAIN. 

In  the  name  of  the  Moil  Holy  and  Uadivided  Trinity^  Father,  Scm^ 
and  Holy  Ghoft.     So  be  it. 

BE  it  known  ta  all  thofe  whom  it  fhall  or  may  in  any  manner  concern.  The 
moft  ferene  and  moft  potent  Prince  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  duke  of  Brmfwick  ami  Lunenburg, 
arch-treafuref  and*eledor  of  the  holy  Roman  empire,  &c.  and  the  moft  fercnc  and 
moft  potent  Prince  Charles  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Spain,  and  of 
the  Indies,  &c.  being  equally  defirous  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  which  for  feveral 
years  pa(l  afflidled  their  refpcAive  dominivns,  accepted  the  offer  which  their  Ma^ 
jcfties  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  and  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruifias,  made  to 
them,,  of  their  interpofition,  and  of  their  mediation  ;  but  their  Britannic  and  Ca-^ 
tholic  MajefUes,  animated  with  a  mutual  deHre  of  accelerating  the  re-eftabli(hmenc 
of  peace«  communicated  to  each  other  their  laudable  intention  ;  which  Heaven  fey 
far  blcfled,  that  they  proceeded  to  lay  the  foundations  of  peace,  by  figning  prelimU 
nary  articles  at  Vcrfaincs,  the  ooth  of  January  in  the  prefent  year.  Their  faid 
Maiefties  the  Kino;  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Catholic  King,  thinking  h  incttOibedC 
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upon  them  to  give  their  Imperiat  Majeftiet  a  fignal  proof  of  their  graticiiae  for  the 
generous  offer  of  rheirmcd'ation,  invited  them,  in  concert,  to  concur  in  the  com- 
pletion of  the  great  and  falutary  work  of  peace,  by  taking  part,  as  metliatori,  in 
the  difiuitive  treaty  to  be  conclude  d  between  their  Britannic  and  Catholic  MajciLici. 
Their  faid  Imperial  Majefties  having  readily  accepted  that  invitation,  they  have 
named,  as  their  reprefentativcs,  viz.  his  Majcfty  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  the 
moft  iliuftrious  and  mod  excellent  lord  Flurmiund,  count  Mercy- Argeuteau ,  Tif- 
count  of  Loo,  baron  of  Crichegnce,  knight  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  chamHcrlaia. 
adual  privy  counfellor  of  (late  to  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Apoftolic  Majefty,  and 
his  ambaflador  to  hisMnfl  Chriftaiu  Majeily  ;  and  her  Majefty  the  fimprcfsof  ail 
the  Ruffias,  the  moft  illuftrious  and  raoft  excellent  lord.  Prince  Iwan  Bariatinofkoy, 
Lieutenant- General  of  the  forces  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Rufilas,  knight 
of  the  orders  of  St  Anne,  and  of  the  Swediih  i>word[,  and  her  minifter  plenipoten- 
tiary to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  ;  and  the  lord  Arcadt  de  Marcoff",  counlellar 
of  ftate  to  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias,  and  her  minifter  plenipotentiary 
tohis'Muft  Cliriftian  Majefty.  In  confoqutnce,  their  faid  Mojeftics  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  have  named  and  conftituted  for  their 
plenipotentiaries,  charged  with  the  concluding  and  figning  of  the  dc6ntrivc  treaty 
of  peace,  viz.  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  the  moft  iHoftrious  and  moft  excellent 
lurd  George,  dukeand  earl  of  Manchefter,  vifcount  Mandeville,  baron  of  Kim* 
bolton,  lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  a^ual 
privy  counfellor  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  his  ambaUador  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  ;  and  the  Catholic  King,  the  jgioft 
lUuftriouA  and  moft  excellent  lord  Peter  Paul  Abarca  de  Bolea  Ximeiies  d*Urrea, 
&c.  countof  Aranda  and  CaftelFlorido,  Marquis  of  Torres,  of  Vilianan  and  Rs- 
pit,  vifcount  of  Rueda  and  Yoch,  baron  of  the  Baronies  of  Gavin,  Sietamo,  Cla- 
mofa,  Eripol  Trazmoz,  La  Matta  de  Caftil  Vicjo,  Antillon  La  Ahnolda,  Cones. 
Torva,  St  Genis,  Raboviliet,  Arcau,  and  Stc.  Colome  de  Fames,  lord  of  the 
Tenaoce  and  honour  of  Alcalatcm,  the  valley  of  Rodclla,  the  caftles  and  towns  of 
Maella,  Mefones,  Tiurana,  and  Villa  Plana,  Taradel  and  Vjladrau,  &c.  Rico- 
Hombre  in  Arragon  by  defcent,  Grandee  of  Spain  of  thefirft  clafs,  knight  of  the 
order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  of  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Gentleman  of  the 
King's  chamber  in  employment.  Captain  General  of  his  forces,  and  his  ambaftador 
to  tlic  Moft  Chriftian  King ;  who,  after  having  exchanged  their  refpe(5iive  foil 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles  : 

Art.  1.  There  (hall  he  a  Chriftian,  univerfal,  and  perpetual  peace,  as  well  by 
fea  as  by  land,  and  a  fmcere  and  conftant  friendftiip  ftiall  be  re-eftablifhcd  between 
their  Britannic  and  Catholic  Majcfties,  and  between  their  heirs  and  fucceftbrs, 
kingdoms,  dominions,  provinces,  countries,  fubjeds  and  vaftaU,  of  what  quality 
or  condition  foever  they  be,  without  exception  either  of  places  or  perfons ;  fo  that 
the  high  contradling  parties  ftiall  give  the  greateft  attention  to  the  maintaining  be- 
tween themfelves,  and  their  faid  dominions  and  fubj^dls,  that  reciprocal  friendftiip 
and  intercourfe,  without  permitting  hereafter,  on  either  part,  ai?y  kind  of  hoftili- 
tiesto  be  committed,  either  by  fea  or  by  land,  for  any  caufc,  or  under  any  pretence 
whatfocver  :  and  they  fliall  carefully  avoid,  for  the  future,  every  thing  which 
mi^rht  prejudice  the  union  happily  re-cftablifhcd,  and  endeavouring,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  procure  recip.ocally  for  each  other,  on  every  occafton,  whatever  may 
contribute  to  their  mutual  glory,  intcrcfts,  and  adviintage,  without  giving  any 
:ifllftiince  or  protecSion,  diredly  or  indinclly,  to  thofe  who  would  do  any  injury 
to  cither  of  the  high  contradling  parties.  There  fliall  be  a  general  oblivion  and  am- 
lu'fty  of  every  thing  which  may  have  been  don«  or  committed  before  or  Ijacc  th« 
contnuencemcnt  of  the  war  which  is  juft  ended. 

Art.  II.  I'he  treaties  of  VVcftphalia  of  164S;  thofe  of  Madrid  of  1C67,  and 
of  1670;  thofeof  peace  and  of  commerce  of  Utrecht  of  1713  ;  that  of  Baueii  of 
1714;  of  Madrid  of  1715;  of  Seville  of  1729  ;  the  definitive  treaty  of  Aiic-ia  Cha- 
pellc  of  1748 ;  the  treaty  of  Madrid  of  1-50 ;  and  the  definitive  treaty  of  Paris  of 
176.1,  ferve  as  a  bafis  and  foundation  to  the  peace,  and  to  the  prcfcni  treatv ;  aod 
for  this  purpofc  they  arc  !^U  renewed  ;;nd  confirmed  in  the  bcft"  form,  as  well  as  all 
the  treaties  in  general  which  fubfiftcd  between  the  high  cuntradis^  parties  befart 
the  war,  and  particularly  all  thofe  vvhi«.h  arc  fpecified  and  renewed  in  the  atorefrfid 
dcfaitive- treaty  of  Paris,  in  the  beft  form,  and  as  if  they  were  herein  infcrtedword 
for  word  :  fo  that  thty  are  to  be  exa<5lly  obferved  for  the  future  in  their  full  tenor» 
and  reiiKioufty  executed,  by  both  parties,  hi  all  the  points  which  ftiall  nut  be  d«- 
rogaitedtrom  by  tU  prcfent  treaty  of  peace. 
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Art.  III.  All  theprifonen  taken  on  either  fide,  as  well  by  land  as  by  fea,  and 
the  hudages  carried  away  or  given,  during  the  war,  and  to  this  day,  (haLl  be  reilor- 
ed,  without  raiifom,  in  fix  weeks  at  lated,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the 
exchange  of  the  prefent  treaty  ;  each  crown  refpe^vely  difcharginff  the  advances 
which  (ball  hava  been  made  for  the  fubfiftence  and  maintenance  of  tneir  prifoners, 
by  the  fovtrciKn  of  the  country  where  they  ihall  have  been  detained,  according  to 
the  receipts,  attciled  aicbunts,  and  other  authentic  vouchers,  which  ihall  he  for- 
niihed  on  each  fide  ;  and  fureties  (ball  be  reciprocally  giv«n  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  which  the  piifun^rsmay  have  contrudcd  in  the  countries  where  they  may 
have  been  detained,  until  their  entire  releafe.  And  all  ihips,  as  well  men  of  war 
as  merchant  Ihips,  which  may  have  been  taken  fmce  the  expiration  of  the  terms 
agreed  upon  for  the  ceOation'of  hodilities  by  fea,  (ball  likewiJe  be  reftored,  bonajidt^ 
with  all  their  crews  and  cargoes.  And  the  execution  of  this  article  (hall  be  pro- 
ceeded upon  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  thia  treaty. 

Arc.  IV,  The  king  of  Great  Britain  cedes,  in  full  right  to  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jcfly,  the  ifland  of  Minorca  ;  provided  that  the  fame  (lipulations  inferted  in  the 
following  article  fhali  take  place  in  favour  of  the  Britilh  fubjeds,  with  regard  to 
the  above  mentioned  illand. 

Art.  V.  His  Britannic  Majefly  Hkewlfe  cedes  and  guaranties,  in  full  right  to 
his  Catholic  Majcfty,  Faft  Florida  as  alfo  Weft  Florida,  His  Catholic  Majefty 
agrees  thac  the  Brit i Hi  inhabitants,  or  others  who  may  have  been  fubjcds  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  in  the  faid  couiuries,  may  retire  in  full  fccurity  and  liberty, 
where  they  Ihall  think  proper,  and  may  fell  their  eftates,  and  remove  their  effeds, 
as  well  as  their  perfons,  without  being  reitrained  in  their  emigration*  nnder  any 
pretence  whatfoever,  except  on  account  of  debts,  or  criminal  profecutions ;  the 
term  limited  for  this  emigration  being  fixed  to  the  fpace  of  eighteen  months,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty  ; 
hut  if,  from  the  value  of  the  pofrciTions  of  the  BngJifh  proprietors,  they  fhould  not 
be  able  to  difpofe  of  them  within  the  faid  term,  then  his  Catholic  Majefty  ihall 
grant  them  a  prolongation  proportionate  to  that  «nd.  It  is  further  llipulated,  that 
his  Britannic  Majefty  ihall  have  the  power  of  removing  from  £aft  Florida  all  the 
e0e(Ss  which  may  belong  to  him,  whether  artillery  or  other  matters. 

Art.  VI.  The  intention  of  the  two  high  contrading  parties  being  jto  prevent  a« 
much  as  poilible,  all  the  caufes  of  complaint  and  miiunderftanding  heretofore  pc« 
cafioncd  by  the  cutting  of  wood  for  dying,  or  logwood  ;  and  fevcral  £ngltih  fet- 
tlements  having  been  formed  and  extended,  under  that  pretence,  upon  the  Spaniih 
continent ;  it  is  exprefsly  agreed,  that/his  Britannic  Majefty's  fubjcds  ihall  have 
the  right  of  cutting,  loading  and  carrying  away  logwood,  in  the  difirid  lying  be- 
tween the  rivers  Walhs  or  Bellizie,  and  Rio- Hondo,  taking  the  courfe  of  the  faid 
two  rivers  for  unalterable  boundaries,  fo  as^hat  the  navigation  of  them  be  common 
to  both  nations,  to  wit,  by  the  river  Wallis  or  Bellizie,  from  the  fea,  afcending  as 
far  as  oppoftte  to  a  lake  or  inlet  which  runs  into  the  land,  and  forms  an  ifthmvs,  or 
neck,  with  another  (imilar  inlet,  which  comes  from  the  fide  of  Rio>Nuevo  or  New- 
River  ;  fo  that  the  line  of  feparation  ihall  pafs  ilrait  acrofs  the  faid  ifihmus,  and 
neet  another  lake  formed  by  the  water  of  Rio-Nuev'o  or  New  River  at  its  current. 
The  faid  line  ihall  continue  with  the  courfe  of  the  Rio-Nuevo,  dcfcending  as  far  aft 
oppofite  to  a  river,  thefourcc  of  which  is  marked  in  the  map,  between  Rio'Nuevo 
and  Rio-Hondo,  and  which  empties  icfclf  into  Rio-Hondo;  which  river  (hall  alfo 
ferve  as  a  common  bounciary  as  far  as  its  jundion  with  Rio-Hondo;  and  from 
thence  defcending  by  Rio- Hondo  to  the  fea,  as  the  whole  is  marked  on  the  map 
which  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  crowns  have  thought  proper  to  make  ufc  of 
for  afcertaining  the  points  agreed  upon ;  to  the  end,  that  a  good  csrrcfpondence 
may  reign  between  the  two  nations,  and  that  the  Engliih  workmen,  cutters,  >od 
labourers  may  not  trefspafs  from  an  uncertainty  of  the  boundaries.  The  refpedivt 
commiflaries  (bill  fix  upon  convenient  places,  in  the  territory  above  marked  out,  in 
order  that  his  Britannic  Majefty's  fubjeds,  employed  in  the  felling  of  logwood, 
may,  without  interruption,  build  therein  houfes  and  magazines  neceffary  for  them- 
felvcs,  their  families,  and  their  efteds;  and  his  Cathohc  Majefty  aflures  to  them 
the  enjoyment  of  all  that  iscxprefTed  in  thcprefcni  article,  provided  that  thefe  ^» 
pubtions  ihall  not  be  confidered  as  deroeatifig  in  any  wife  from  his  rights  of  fo- 
vcreignty.  1  here  fore  all  the  Engliih,  who  may  be  difpcrfcd  in  any  other  parts, 
whether  on  the  Spanifh  continent,  or  in  any  of  the  ifiands  whatever,  dependent  on 
the  aforefaid  Spaniih  continent,  and  for  whatever  reafon  it  might  be,  without  ex- 
ception, ihall  retire;  within  thediftrid  which  ha«  been  above  defcribcd,  in  the  fpace 
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of  cightef  n  months,  to  be  computed  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications ;  and  hr 
thispurpofe,  orders  ftiall  be  iffucd  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  on  tkit 
of  hit  Catholic  Majcfty,  his  governors  ihail  be  ordered  to  grant  to  the  Englifh  di£- 
perfcd  every  convenience  pofliblc  for  their  removing  to  the  fettlcment  agreed  npoo 
by  the  prefent  article,  or  for  their  retiring  wherever  they  Ihall  think  proper.  It  is 
]ikewife  fiipulated,  that  if  any  fortifications  Ihould  a^ually  have  been  heretoibre 
creded  within  the  limits  marked  out,  his  Britannic  Majefiy  ihail  caafe  them  all 
to  be  demoliflicd  ;  and  he  will  order  his  fubjeds  not  to  build  any  new  ones.  The 
Englifh  inhabitants,  who  (hall  fettle  there  for  the  cutting  of  logwood ,  (halt  be  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  a  free  filhery  for  their  fubfiftence,  on  the  coafts  of  their  di(Lrid  above 
agreed  on,  or  of  the  iflands  fituated  oppofite  theretp,  without  being  in  any  wile 
diflurbed  en  that  account ;  provided  they  do  not  cftabliih  themfelves,  in  ajiy  man- 
ner, on  the  faid  iflands. 

Art.  VII.  His  Catholic  Majesty  (hall  rcftorc  to  Great  Britain  the  iflands  of  Pro- 
^ridence,  and  the  Bahamas,  without  exception,  in  the  fame  condition  they  were  ia 
wheB  they  were  conquered  by  the  arms  of  the  King  of  Spain.  The  fame  (lipiUi- 
tions  inferted  in  the  fifth  anicie  of  this  treaty  (hall  t»e  place  in  favour  of  the  SpanKh 
fubjeds,  with  regard  to  the  iflands  mentioned  in  the  prefent  article. 

Art.  VIII,  All  the  countries  and  territories,  which  may  have  been,  or  which 
may  be  conquered  in  any  part  of  the  world  whatfocver,  by  the  arms  of  his  Biitanoic 
Majeftyi  as  well  as  by  thnfe  of  his  Catholic  Majefly,  which  arc  not  included  m  the 
prefent  treaty,  neither  under  the  head  of  ceflions,  nor  under  the  head  of  reftitutioos, 
ihall  be  reilored  without  difficulty,  and  without  requiring  any  cempeniatioti. 

Art.  IX.  Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  the  two  high  con- 
trading  parties  (ball  name  commiffaries  to  treat  concerning  new  arrangements  of 
commerce  between  the  two  nations,  on  the  bafis  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  con- 
venience;  which  arrangements  (hall  be  fettled  and  concluded  within  the  (jpaceof 
^o  years,  to  be  computed  from  the  firft  of  January  1 78 4. 

Art.  X.  As  it  is  neceffary  to  appoint  a  certain  period  for  the  refticutions  and 
evacuations  to  be  made  by  each  of  the  high  contraduig  parties,  it  it  agreed,  that 
the  king  of  Great  Britian  (hall  caufe  £afl  Florida  to  be  evacuted  three  months  after 
the  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be  done.  The  king  of  Great 
Britain  (hall  in  like  manner  enter  again  into  polTefiion  of  the  iflands  of  Provldencei 
and  the  Bahamas,  without  exception,  in  the  (pace  of  three  months  after  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done.  In  confequencc  whereof, 
the  neceffary  orders  fhall  be  fent  by  each  of  the  high  contrading  parties,  with  re- 
ciprocal paflports  for  the  fhips  which  (hail  carry  them,  immediately  after  the  ratifi* 
pation  of  the  prcfcn  t  treaty. 

Art.  XI.  rheir  Britannic  and  Catholic  Majefiies,  promife  toobferve  fincertly, 
and  bonafde  all  the  articles  contained  and  e(labli(hed  in  the  prefent  treaty ;  and  they 
will  not  fuflcT  the  fame  to  be  infringed,  diredly  or  indiredly,  by  their  refpedive 
fubjeds :  und  the  fitid  high  contrading  parties  guaranty  to  each  other,  generally 
ancl  reciprocally,  all  the  flipulationsofthe  prefent  treaty. 

Art,  XII.  ihefolemn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  prepared  in  good  and 
due  form,  ftiall  be  exchanged  in  the  city  of  Verfailles,  between  the  high  contrading 
parties,  in  the  fpacc  of  one  month,  or  fooner  if  poffible,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  fignaturc  of  the  prefent  treaty,  in  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  underwrit- 
ten ambafLdors  cxtraprdinary,  and  minifiers  plenipotentiary,  have  figned  with  our 
hands  in  their  names,  and  by  virtue  of  our  refpedive  full  powers,  the  prefent  de- 
^itive  treaty,  and  have  caufi^d  the  feals  of  our  arms  to  b«  aflucd  thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,"  the  third  day  of  September,  One  thoufand  ffcycn  hundred 
and  eighty- three. 

Le  Corrpte  d^Araiida,  (L.  S.) 

Maacheffr.  (L.  S.) 

SEPARATE  ARTICLES. 

Art.  T«  Some  of  the  titles  made  ufe  of  by  the  contrading  parties,  whether  in 
fhefullpowcrsy  and  other  inftruments,  during  the  courfe  of  the     negociation, 
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4U  IB  the  preamble  of  the  prefent  treaty,  oot  being  generally  aclmowledged,  it  hat 
been  agreed  that  no  prejudice  (hoold  ever  refult  therefrom  to  either  of  the  laid 
cvntradiog  parties  ;  and  that  the  titles  taken  or  omitted,  on  either  fide,  upon  oc- 
ci^on,  of  the  faid  negociation,  and  of  the  prefent  treaty,  ihall  not  be  cited,  or 
quoted  as  a  precedent. 

Art.  II.  It  has  been  agreed  and  determined,  that  the  French  langua^,  made  ufc 
af  in  all  the  copies  of  the  prefent  treaty,  (hall  not  form  an  example  which  may  be 
Pledged,  or  quoted  as  a  precedent,  or,  in  any  manner,  prejudice  either  of  the  con* 
cra<^iDg powers;  aud  that  they  ihall  conform,  for  the  future,  to  what  has  been  ob- 
fiErve4,  and  ought  to  be  obferved,  with  regard  to,  and  on  the  part  of  powers  who 
are  in  the  praAice  and  poflcflion  of  giving  and  receiving  copies  of  like  treaties  in  a 
different  language  from  the'  French ;  the  prefent  treaty  having,  nevcrtbeleis,  the 
lame  force  and  virtue  at  if  the  aforcfaid  pradiee  had  been  therein  obferved. 

In  witnefs  whereof^  we  the  underwritten  ambaifadors  extraordinary,  and  mi- 
Diflers  plenipotentiary,  of  their  Britannic  and  Catholic  Majefties,  have  figned  the 
prefect  fcparate  articles,  and  caufed  the  fcaisof  our  arms  to  be  affixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Verfiilles,  the  third  of  September,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-three. 

Le  Compte  d*Arandam  (L.  S.) 

Manchegcr.  (L.S.) 


DECLARATION. 

THE  new  ftate  in  whicti  commerce  may  perhaps  be  found,  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  will  demand  revifions  and  explanations  of  the  fubMing  treaties;  but  an 
entire  abrogation  of  thofe  treaties,  in  whatever  period  it  might  be,  would  throw 
commerce  into  fu<;h  confufion  as  would  be  of  infiaite  prejudice  to  it. 

In  fome  of  the  treaties  of  this  fort  there  are  not  only  articles  which  relate  merely 
to  commerce,  but  many  others  which  enfure  reciprocally,  to  the  refpeAive  fubje^s, 
privileges,  facilities  for  condudin^  their  affairs,  perfonalprotedions,  and  other  ad- 
vantages, which  are  not  and  which  ought  not  to  be  of  a  changeable  nature,  fach 
as  the  regulations  relating  merely  to  the  v^lue  of  goods  and  merchandize,  variable 
from  circumftances  of  every  kind. 

When  therefore  the  ftate  of  the  trade  between  the  two  nations  ihall  be  treated 
npon,  it  is  requiiite  to  be  underftood,  that  the  alterations  which  may  be  made  in 
the  fubfifling  treaties  are  to  extend  only  to  airangemenu  merely  commercial ;  and 
that  the  privileges  and  advanuges,  mutual  and  particular,  be  not  only  pre&rved 
on  each  fide,  but  even  augmented,  if  it  can  be  done. 

In  this  view,  his  Majetly  has  confented  to  the  appointment  of  commiflariea  on 
each  fide,  who  fliall  treat  folely  upon  this  objeift. 

Done  at  VerfalUes,  the  third  of  September,  One  thoufand  fcvcn  hundred  and 
eighty-three. 

MancbeJIer.  (L,  S.) 


COUNTER-DECLARATION. 

The  Cathuirc  King,  in  propoiing  new  arrangements  of  commerce,  has  had  no 
•thcr  deiign  than  to  remedy,  by  the  rules  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  convenience, 
whatever  may,  be  defedlive  in  preceding  treaties  ot  commerce.  The  King  of  Great 
Britain  may  judge  from  thence,  that  the  intention  of  his  Catholic  Majcfty  is  not  in 
any  nianner  to  cancel  all  the  ftipulations  contained  in  the  above-mentioned  treaties ; 
he  declares,  on  the  contrary,  from  henceforth,  that  he  isdifpofed  to  maintain  all  the 
privileges,  facilities  and  advantages  expreffed  in  the  old  treaties,  as  far  as  they  fliall 
oe  reciprocal,  or  compenfated  by  equivalent  advantages.  It  is  to  attain  this  end, 
delired  on  each  fide,  that  commiiiarics  are  to  be  named  to  treat  upon  the  ftatc  of 
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tfide  between  the  two  nationt,  »nd  tint  aconfidcrable  fpace  of  time  is  to  be  tUowei 
for  completion  thtrir  work.  Hia  Catlioiic  Majeftf  hopes  that  this  |objei&  will  be 
purfoedwith  the  fame  good  faith,  and  with  the  ikme  fpirit  of  conciliau<;ii ,  which 
have  prefided  over  the  difcuOion  of  all  the  other  points  indaded  io  the  dcfiiiirive 
treaty ;  and  his  laid  Majelly  is  equally  confident,  that  the  refpedive  comiaifiariia 
will  enploy  the  utmoft  diligence  for  the  compleuon  of  this  important  work. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  third  of  September,  OaethoufandfeTen  hundred  and 
eighty- three. 

la  Cm^  D*Aranda.  (L.  S.) 


WE,  ambaflador  plenipotentiary  of  his  Imfwrial  and  Royal  Apoftolic  Msjcfty. 
having  aded  as  mediator  in  the  work  of  pacification,  declare  that  the  treaty  of 
peace  figned  this  day  at  Verfailles,  between  his  Britanoic  Majedy  and  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  with  the  two  feparate  articles  thereto  annexed,  and  of  which  they  form  a 
part,  as  alfo  with  all  the  claufes,  conditions,  and  ftipolaiions  which  are  therein 
contained,  was  concluded  by  the  mediation  of  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Apofllic  Ma* 
jefty.  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  figned  thefe  prcfents  with  our  hand,  an^  have 
cauicd  the  ieal  of  our  arms  to  be  afiixed  thereto. 

Done  at  Verlailles,  this  third  of  September,  One  thoufand;fcven  hundred  and 
eighty-three. 

L*  Comfit  de  Jilercy  ArgetAMm.  (L.  S.} 


VE,  minifters plenipotentiary  of  her  Imperial  Maiefiy  of  all  the  RuiHas,  having 
a&d  as  mediators  in  the  work  of  pacification,  declare  that  the  treaty  of  petcc, 
figned  this  day  at  Veriailles,  between  his  Britannic  Majelly  and  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jcily  with  the  two  feparate  articles  thereto  annexed,  and  of  which  they  form  a  part, 
as  alfo  with  all  the  claufes,  conditions,  and  flipulations  which  are  therein  conramed, 
was  concluded  by  the  mediation  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruifias.  In  wit. 
nef»  whereof,  we  have  fip;ned  thefe  prefents  with  our  hands,  and  have  cauftd  the 
fcals  of  our  amis  to  be  amxed  thereto. 

Done  at  Ver£>illes,  the  third  of  September,  Ona  thoufaod  fevcn  hundred  and 
eighty-three* 

Prince  Iivam  Bmriatiiiojkoy,  (L.  S.) 

A.  Marcff, 


No.  vn, 

FRELIMINARY  ARTICLES  OF  PEACE 

BETWEEN 

HIS  BRITANNIC  MAJESTY 

AND 

THE  STATES  GENERAL  OF  THE  UNITED    PROVINCES. 

In  the  name  of  the  Moft  Holy  Trinity, 

THE  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
animated  with  an  equal  dcfirc  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war,  have  al- 
ptadv  authorized  their  relpe^ive  minifters  plenipotentiary  tofign  mutual  dcclara- 
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tions  for  a  furpcnfioo  of  arms ;  and  being  willing  to  re-eftablifli  union  and  good  on- 
derftanding  between  the  two  nations,  as  nccefiSry  for  the  benefit  of  humaoity  in 
general,  as  for  that  of  their  refpedive  dominions  and  fubje&s,  have  named  for  thia 
purpofe  ;  to  wit;  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  the  mod  illufhioas  and  ex^ 
ctUent  lord  Ocorgt  duke  and  earl  of  Manchefter,  vifcount  MandcTille,  baron  of 
Kimbohon,  &c.  his  ambalTador  extraordinary  and  olenipoteniary  to  hi*  Moil 
Chriftian  Majefty ;  and  on  the  part  of  their  High  Migntinefles  the  State)  General, 
the  moft  excellent  lords  Matthew  I^cftevenon  de  Berkenroode,  and  Gerard  Brant-  ' 
£hi,  refpedively  their  ambaflador,  and  ambaffador  extraordinary  and  plentpoccs* 
tiariea  :  who,  after  having  duly  commnnicated  their  fall  powers  m  go«d  form,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  preliminary  articles. 

/\rt.  1.  Asfoonasthe  preliminaries  (hall  be  figned  and  ratified,  fincere  and 
cooftant'friendthip.ihall  be  re-eftabli(hed  between  his  Britannic  Majefty,  hisktng^ 
doms  doininlous  and  fubjeds,  and  their  High  Mightincflcs  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  their  dominions  and  fobje^,  of  what  quality  or  condition 
foevcrtheybc,  without  exception,  either  of  places  orperfons;  fo  that  the  high 
cuntraAing  parties  fliall  give  the  greateft  attention  to  the  maintaining  between 
tkcmfelves  and  their  laid  dominions  and  fubjeds,  this  reciprocal  friendihip  and  in- 
tercourfe,  without  permitting  hereafter,  on  either  part,  any  kind  of  hoftilities  to 
be  committed,  either  by  fea  or  by  land,  for  any  caafe  or  under  any  pretence  what- 
focver:  and  they  ftiall  carefully  avoid,  far  the  future,  every  thing  which  might 
prejudice  the  union  happily  re-qfiablifhed,  endeavouring,  on  the  contrary,  topr<»- 
cure  reciprocally  for  each  other,  on  every  occafion,  whatever  may  contribute  co 
their  mutual  glory,  interefts  and  advantages,  without  giving  any  amftance  or  pro- 
tedion,  dirrSly  or  indiredly,  to  thofe  who  would  do  any  mjury  to  either  of  the 
high  contracting  parties.  There  (hall  be  a  general  oblivion  of  every  thing  which 
may  have  been  done  or  committed  before  or  fince  the  commencemcot  of  the  war 
which  is  juft  ended. 

Arc.  11.  With  refpedl  to  the  hooours  of  the  flag,  and  the  falute  ae  fea,  by  the 
ihips  of  the  Republic  towards  thofe  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  the  fame  cuftom  (hall 
b<-  refpedively  followed,  as  was  pradifcd  before  the  commencement  of  the  war 
which  is  juft  concluded. 

Art.  HI.  Ali  the  prifoncrs  taken  on  either  fide,  as  well  by  land  as  by  fea,  and 
the  hoftages  carried  away  or  given  during  the  war,  and  to  this  day,  ihati  be  rcftored, 
without  nnfom,  in  fix  weeks  at  lateft,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  thefe  preliminary  articles;  each  power  rcfpedively  difchai^ging 
the  advance  which  ftiall  have  been  made,  for  the  fubfiftence  and  maintenance  of 
their  prifoners,  by  the  fovercign  of  the  country  where  they  ftiall  have  been  detained, 
according  to  receipts,  attefted  accounts  and  other  authentic  Vouchers,  which  (ball 
be  furnilhed  on  each  fide  ;  and  furctics  (hall  be  reciprocallv  given  for  the  payment 
of  the  debts  which  the  prifoncrs  may  huve  contracted  in  tne  countries  where  they 
may  have  been  detained  until  their  entire  rcleafe.  And  all  ftiips,  as  well  men  oif 
war  as  merchant  Ihips,  which  muy  have  been  taken  fince  the  expiration  of  the  terms 
agreed  upon  for  the  cclfation  of  hoftilities  by  fea,  (hall  like  wife  be  reftored,  honajidg^ 
with  all  their  crews  and  cargoes;  and  the  execution  of  this  article  (hall  be  pro- 
ceeded upon  immediattly  after  the  exchange  oi  the  ratifications  of  this  preliminary 
'treaty. 

Art.  IV.  The  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  cede  and  guaranty,  in  full 
right  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  the  town  of  Negapatnam,  with  the  dependencies 
thereof;  but  in  confideration  of  the  imporvnce  which  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces  annex  to  the  poITcfiion  of  the  aforefaid  town,  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  as  a  proof  of  his  good  will  towards  the  faid  States,  promifea,  notwirh- 
ftanding  this  cefiion,  to  receive  and  ireat  with  them  for  the  reftitution  of  rhe 
fdid  town,  in  cafe  the  States  Ihould  hereafter  have  an  equivalent  to  offer  to 
him. 

Art.  V.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  fliall  reftore  to  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces,  Trinquemale,  as  alfo  all  the  other  towns,  forts,  harbours,  and 
fcttlements,  which  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  have  been  conquered,  in  any 
part  of  the  world  whatever,  by  the  arms  of  his  Britauni.:  Majefty,  or  by  thofe  of  the 
Kngli(h  Plaft  India  Company,  and  of  which  he  might  bein  pofieiTibn ;  the  whole  in 
the  condition  in  which  they  fliall  be  found. 

Art.  VI.  The  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  pFomifc  and  engage  not 
to  obftruA  the  navigation  of  the  Britifli  fubjcds  in  tiie  caftem  feaa. 
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Art.  VII,  Whereas  dlfierences  have  ariicn  between  the  Ecgllfh  Afncan  Cozi- 
pony  and  the  Dutch  Weil  India  Company,  rdatiTc  to  the  navigation  on  the  ccahw 
of  Africa,  asalfo  on  the  fubje^  of  Cape  ApoUonia;  for  preventing  all  caix£c  uf 
compliant  between  the  fubje^  of  the  two  nadons  upon  thofe  coa{b,  it  is  agicui 
that  commifiaries  ihali  be  named,  on  each  fide,  to  niake  fuitable  arrangenaciits  os 
thefc  points. 

Art.  VIII.  All  the  conn  tries  and  territories  which  mzj  have  been,  or  which  taay 
be  conquered  in  any  part  of  the  world  whatfoever,  by  the  arms  of  his  Britaaiuc 
Majcdy,  as  well  as  by  thofe  of  the  Sta.tes  General,  which  are  not  included  ia  the 
prefsnt  trea.ty,  neither  under  the  head  of  ceiiions«  nor  under  the  head  of  rcftxt»- 
tionsy  flull  be  reilored  without  diUiculty,  and  without  requiring  any  ooanpcnia- 
tion. 

Art.  IX.  Ai  it  is  neceilary  to  appoint  a  certain  period  for  the  reHitutloas  and 
evacuations  to  be  made,  it  is  agreed  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  fliall  caiifc 
Trinqucmale  to  be  evacuated,  as  well  as  all  the  t«wns,  forts,  and  terxttorics 
which  have  been  taken  by  his  arms  and  of  which  he  may  be  in  pofTefllon,  excepting 
what  is  ceded  to  his  Briunnic  majefty  by  thofe  articles,  at  the  fame  periods  as  the 
reftitutions  and  evacuations  (hall  be  made  between  Great  Britain  and  France.  The 
States  General  fliall  redorc  at  the  fame  period  the  towns  and  territories  which  their 
arms  may  have  taken  from  the  Englifh  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  In  cnnfcquence  of  which, 
the  necefiary  orders  ihall  be  fcnt  by  each  of  the  high  contra  (fling  parties,  with  re- 
ciprocal paflports  for  the  (hips  which  (hall  carry  them,  immediately  after  the  rati^- 
cation  of  thefe  prtliminary  articles. 

Art.  X.  His  Britannic  Majcily  and  their  High  Mij^htineflcs  the  aforcfaid  Stales 
General,  promife  toobfervefincerely,  tndUnajiJvf  all  the  articles  coqrained  and 
eftabhihed  in  this  prefent  preliminary  treaty;  and  they  will  not  foffer  the  fame  to 
be  infringed,  dircftly  or  indiredly,  by  their  refpeAive  fubjeds;  and  thefaidhiefa 
contrading  parties  guaranty  to  each  other,  generally  and  reciprocally,  all  the  fti- 
pulations  of  the  pretent  articles. 

Art.  XI.  The  ratifications  of  the  prefent  preliminary  articles,  prepared  m  good 
and  due  form,  fhaU  be  exchanged  in  this  city  of  Paris,  between  the  high  cootraA- 
ing  pai  'iei,  in  the  fpace  of  one  month,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done,  to  be  computed 
from  the  day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent  articles. 

In  witnefi  whereof,  we  the  underwritten,  their  ambaffadors  and  plenipoten- 
tiaries, have  figned  with  our  hands,  in  their  names,  and  by  virtue  c»f  our  full 
powers,  the  prefent  preliminary  articles,  and  have  caiifed  the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be 
afiBxed  thereto. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  fecond  day  of  September,  One  thoufand  fevca  hundred 
and  eighty-three. 

Lejievenon  van  Berkemn^d,  (L.  S. ) 

Manchejler.  (L.  S.) 

Brantrcn.  (L.  S.) 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  Xv 


No.  VIII. 

Treaty  of  perpetual  Friendjhip  and  Alliance  between  the  Honourahle  Eafi 
India  Company  and  the  Peftrwa  Madhoo  Row  Pj/ndit  Furdhan,  fettled 
by  Mr  David  Anderfon  on  the  part  of  the  Honourahle  Company,  in  Virtue 
of  the  Powers  delegated  to  him  for  that  purpofe,  by  the  HonourabU  the 
Go9;ernqr  General  and  Council,  appointed  by  the  King  and  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  to  dire3  and  controul  all  the  political  affairs  of  the  Hon. 
Englijh  Eaft  India  Company  in  India  ;  and  by  Mahab  Rajah  Subadar 
Afadhefo  Row  Scindia,  as  plenipotentiary  on  the  part  of  the  Pejhwa 
Madhoo  Row  Pundit  Purdhan,  Ballajee  Pundit  Nana  Furnavefe,  and 
the  whole  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Mabratta  Nation,  agreeably  to  the  follow- 
ing  Articles,  nuhich  pall  be  for  e*ver  binding  on  their  Heirs  and  Sue- 
cejfors,  and  the  Conditions  of  them  to  be  invariably  pbfer*ved  by  both 
Parties.  ' 

I  1  ^  ^'  ftipalated  and  aji^reed  to  between  the  Hon.  the  EnglKh  Eaft  India 
At  ,  .  I  -^j^njp^^y  jjjjjj  jhg  Pcihwa,  through  the  mediattnn  of  Madhoo  Ro*r 
Scindia,  that  all  countries,  places,  cities,  and  forts,  including  Bafl*een,  &c.  which* 
have  been  taken  from  the<Fefliwa,  daring  the  war  that  nas  arifen  fince  the 
treaty  fettled  by  Colonel  Upton,  and  have  come  into  the  poffeffion  of  the  Eng- 
li(h,  (hall  be  delivered  up  to  the  Peihwa.  The  territories,  forts,  cities,  &c.  to 
be  reflurcd,  fliall  be  delivered  -within  the  fpace  of  two  months  from  the  period 
-when  this  treaty  ihall  become  complete  (as  hereafter  defcribed)  to  fuch  perfons 
as  the  FeOiwa,  or  his  minifter  Nana  Furnavcfe  fliail  appoint. 

Art.  II.  It  is  agreed  between  the  Engtiih  company  and  the  PeCiwa,  that  Sal- 
fette,  and  three  other  iflands,viz.  Elephanta,  Caranja,  and  Ho^,  which  are  in« 
cludrd  in  the  treaty  of  Colonel  Upton,  fliall  continue  forever  in  the  poflel^on 
of  the  Englifh.  If  any  other  iflands  fliail  be  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefcnt 
-war,  they  ihall  be  delrvercd  up  to  the  Pefliwa. 

Art.  \\\\  Whereas  it  was  flipula'^ed  in  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  CoL 
Upton,  **  That  the  Pefliwa  and  all  the  Chiefs  of  the  Mahratta  ftate  do  agree 
to  give  the  Englifli  company  for  ever  all  right  and  title  to  the  city  Baroach,  as 
full  and  complete  as  ever  they  colle<fted  from  the  Moguls  c^  otherwife,  without 
retaiiiing  any  claim  of  Chout,  or  any  other  claims  whatever;  fo  that  the  Eng- 
Itlli  company  fliall  polTefs  it  without  participation  or  claim  of  any  kind  **— 
This  article  is  accordingly  continued  in  full  force  and  efFeifV. 

Art  IV".  The  t'efliwa  having  formerly,  in  the  treaty  of  Colonel  Upton,  agreed 
By  way  of  fricndfliip,  to  give  up  to  the  Englifli  a  country  of  three  lacks  of  ru- 
pees near  Baroach,  the  Englifli  do  now,  at  the  requefl  of  Madhoo  Row  Qcindia, 
confent  to  relinquifli  their  claim  to  the  faid  country  in  favour  of  the  Pefliwa. 

Art  V.  The  country  which  Seeajec  and  Futty  Sing  Gwickwar  gave  to  the 
Englifli,  and  which  is  mentioned  in  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Colonel 
Upton,  being  therein  left  in  i  ftatc  of  fufpence;  the  Englifli  with  a  view  to 
obviate  all  future  difputc8,now  agree,  th^t  it  fliall  be  reflored;  and  it  is  herctjy 
fettled,  that,  if  the  faid  country  bf  a  part  of  rhe  efli1>liflied  territory  of  the 
Gwickwar,  it  fliall  be  reflored  to  the  Gwicktvar;  and  if  it  fliall  be  a  part  of  the 
I'eiliwa's  territories,  it  fliall  be  reflored  to  the  I'eflxwa. 

Art.  VI.  The  EngliQi  engage,  that  having  allowed  Kagonant  Row  a  period  of 
5.)ur  months, from  the  time  which  this  treaty  fliall  become  complete,  to  fix  011 
a  place  of  rcfidcnce,  they  will' not  after  the  expiration  of  the  faid  period  afFor<l 
him  any  fuppori,  pn^tcdioo,  or  afliflanct?,  nor  fupply  him  with  money  for  hi» 
expences :  and  the  Pefliwa  on  his  part  eu<rages,  that  if  Ragonaut  Row  will 
V4»luntarily.  and  of  his  own  accord,  repair  to  Maha  Rajah  Madhoo  Row  Sciadia» 
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and  quietly  refide  with  him,  the  fum  of  25,000  rupees  per  month  fhall  be  paid 
him  ^r  his  maiotenauccy  and  no  injury  whatever  Hiall  be  oficred  to  him  by  the 
Pcfliwa,  or  any  of  his  people.  ' 

Art.  VII.  The  Hon.  EngliHi  Eaft  India  Company  and  the  Pcfliwa  being  de« 
ilrous  that  their  refpctSlive  allies  Hiall  Ite  included  in  this  peace,  it  is  hereby 
mutually  ftipulated,  that  each  party  fhall  make  peace  with  the  allies  of  theotbor 
in  the  manner  herdn  after  fpecified. 

Art.  VIU.  The  territory  which  hat  long  been  the  eftablifiicd  jaghccr  of  Scea- 
]fc  Gwickwar,  and  Futty  Sing  Gwickwar,  that  is  to  fay,  whatever  territory 
Futty  Sing  Gwickwar  poirefTcd  at  the  commencement  of  the  prcfcnt  war,  £hatl 
hereafter  for  ever  remain  on  the  ufual  footing  in  his  poifeilion ;  and  the  iaid 
Futty  Sing  iball,  from  the  dute  of  this  treaty  being  complete,  pay  for  the 
future  to  the  Peiluva  the  tribute  as  ufual,  previous  to  iheprcfent  war;  and  dull 
perform  fuch  ferviccs,  and  be  fubjcdt  tp  fuch  obedience  as  have  loug  been 
c'labh'Hicd,  and  cuflnmary.  No  claims  lliall  be  made  on  the  faid  Futty  Singy 
by  the  Pcfliwa,  for  the  period  that  is  paft. 

'  Art.  IX.  The  Pefliwa  engages,  that  whereas  the  Nabob  Hyder  Ally  Cawn, 
having  concluded  a  treaty  with  him,  hath  diQurbed  and  taken  poflTeflion  v£  ter- 
ritories belonging  to  the  Fnglifh  and  their  allies,  he  fliall  be  ma.^c  to  rclinquitli 
them,  and  they  uiall  be  reftorcd  to  the  Company  and  the  Nabob  Mahomed  Ally 
Cawn.  All  prifoners  that  have  been  taken  on  either  fide  during  tlie  var,  flwlf 
be  rtleafed,  and  Hyder  Ally  Cawn.  fliali  be  made  to  rclinquifli  all  fuch  terri- 
tories belonging  to  tne  Englifli  Company,  and  their  allies,  as  he  may  have  taken 
poirelBonof  fiuce  the  ninth  of  the  mouth  Ramzan,  in  the  year  1I80,  being  the 
date  of  his  treaty  with  the  Pc^nva  ;  and  the  faid  territories  fliall  be  delivered 
over  to  the  Engliili,  and  the  Nabob  Mahomed  Ally  Cawn,  within  Hz  months 
after  this  treaty  being  cumplctt ;  and  the  Englifli  in  fuch  cafe  agreed,  that  fo 
lo.ig  as  Hyder  Ally  Cawn  fliall  aitcrwards  abftain  from  hoflilitics  again  ft  them 
and  their  allies,  and  fo  long  as  he  fliall  continue  in  fricndHiip  with  the  Pcfliaw, 
that  they  will,  in  no  refpe^,  slQ.  hoflikly  towards  him. 

Art.  X.  The  Pcfliwa  engaged  on  his  own  behalf,  as  well  as  on  behalf  of  the 
Nal>ob  Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  Kagojce  Boul'ala,  Syna  Saheb  Souba,  and  the  Nabob 
Hyder  Ally  «  awo,  that  they  fliali  in  every  rcfpe<5k  maintain  peace  towards  the 
Englifli  and  their  allies  the  Nabob  Afophul  Dowlah  Behader,  and  the  If^abob 
Mahomed  Ally  Cawn  Behader,  and  fliall  in  no  refpedt  whatever  give  them  any 
dillurbance  The  Englifli  eupsige  on  their  own  behalf,  as  wella*  on  the  behalf 
of  their  allies  the  Nabob  Afophul  Dowlah,  and  the  Nabob  Mahomed  Ally  C'awn, 
that  they  fliall  in  every  refpe^Sk  maintain  peace  towards  the  Pefliwa,  and  his 
allies  the  Nabob  Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  Ragojee  Boufala,  and  Syna  Saheb ;  and 
the  Englifli  further  engage  on  their  own  behalf  as  well  as  on  thebeb^if  of  their 
allies,  that  they  will  maintain  peace  alfo  towards  the  Nabob  Hyder  Ally  Cawn^ 
under  the  conditions  fpecitied  in  the  9th  article  of  ihis  treaty. 

Art.  XI.  The  Hon. the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  the  Pcfliwa  mutually  agree, 
that  the  vcifelsof  each  fliali  oflerno  difturbance  to  thenavigation  of  the  vdTcU 
of  each  other  ;  and  the  vcflcJs  of  each  fliall  be  allowed  accefs  to  the  ports  of 
the  other,  where  they  fliall  meet  with  no  moleftation,  and  tliefuUcfl  protcdlion 
fliall  be  reciprocally  afforded. 

Art.  XII.  The  Pcfliwa,  and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Mahratta  flate,  hereby  agree, 
that  the  Englifli  fliall  enjoy  the  privilege  of  trade  as  formerly,  in  the  Mahratta 
territories,  and  fliall  meet  with  no  kind  of  interruption  ;  and  in  the  fame  man. 
ncr,the  Eaft  India  Company  a^rcc,  that  the  fubje(flsof  the  Pefliwa  fliall  l>e  a), 
lowed  the  privileges  of  trade  without  interruption  "in  the  territories  of  the 
Eni^Iiili. 

Art.  XIII.  The  PeHiwa  hereby  engnpcs,  that  he  will  notfufrlr  any  fasQorics^, 
of  other  European  nation*  to  be  tftabliflied  in  his  territories,  or  thofe  of  tl.c 
Chiefs  dependent  on  him,  excepting  only  fuch  as  are  already ^ftabliflicd  by  the 
Portuguelc  ;  and  he  will  hoU  no  intcrcourfe  of  fricndfliip  with  any  other  Eu- 
ropean nations  ;  nnd  the  Eiiglyj|rf>u  their  part  RgrcCj  that  ihcv  wi;l  not  aflbrd 
afiirtnncc  loany  nati<m  of  DcfR  or  Hindoflan  at  enmity  willi  the  Pclhwa. 

Art.  XI  V.Thc  Eni;'.ifli  and  thflPefliwa  mutually  agree,  that  neither  vvillafiord 
any  kind  of  aiUUuncc  (o  the  enemies  of  the  other. 


APPENDIX.  27 

Art  XV.  The  Hon.  the  Governor  General  and  Council  of  Fort  William. en- 
gage, that  they  will  not  permit  any  of  the  Chiefs,  dependents,  or  fubjccls  of 
ihe  Fnglifli,  the  gentlemen  of  Bombay,  Surat,or  Mddras  to  acl  coiiirary,  at  any 
pUce  to  the  terms  of  this  treaty.  In  the  fame  manner  the  Pefliwa  Madhoo 
Row  Tundit  Puroham  engages,  that  none  of  the  Cljicfs  or  fubjecls  of  the  Mah- 
r*tta  (late  fliall  adl  contrary  to  them- 

Art.  XVI.  The  Hon,  Eaft  India  Company,  and  the  Peditva  IS/Tadhoo  Row 
Pundit  Purdhan,  having  the  fullcft  confidence  iu  Malia  Rajah  Subadar  Madhow 
Row  2>:india  Bchader,  they  have  both  rcqucftcd  thcfaid  Maha  Rijali  to  be  the 
mutual  guarantee  for  the  perpetual  and  invariable  adherence  of  both  parties 
Co  the  conditions  of  this  treaty  ;  and  the  faid  Madhoo  Row  Scindia,  fnora  a 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  both  ftates,  hath  taken  upon  himfeif  the  mutual  gua- 
rantee.  If  either  of  the  parties  (hall  deviate  from  the  conditions  of  this 
treaty,  the  faid  Maha  Rajah  will  join  the  other  party,  and  will,  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  power,  endeavour  to  bring  the  aggrcflbr  to  a  proper  underflandin  g 

Art*  XVll  It  is  hereby  agreed,  that  whatever  territories,  forts  or  cities  in 
Guzzerat,  were  granted  by  Ragonaut  Row  to  the  £ngliih,  previous  to  th« 
treaty  of  Col.  Upton,  and  liave  come  into  their  poiTellion,  the  reltitutlon  of 
whicn  was  ftipulatcd  in  the  7th  article  of  the  faid  treaty,  ihall  be  reftored, 
agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  faid  treaty. 

This  treaty,  coniifling  of  feventeen  articles,  is  fettled  at  Salbey,  in  the  camp 
of  Maha  Rajah  Subadar  Madhoo  Row  Scindia,  on  the  4tbof  the  month  Jemmad 
•al  Saany,  in  the  year  1 187  of  the  Hicgera,  correfponding  with  the  17th  of  May 
X  7  83,  of  the  Chriflian  sera,  by  the  faid  Maha  'Raja,  and  Mr  David  Anderfon.  A 
copy  hereof  fhall  be  fent,by  each  of  the  above  named  perfons,  to  their  refpe(flive 
principals  at  Fort  William,  and  Poonah^  and  on  both  copies  being  returned, 
the  one  under  the  feal  of  the  Hon*  the  £afl  India  company,  and  lignature  of 
the  Hon.  Governor  General  and  council  of  Fort  William,  fliall  be  delivered  to 
Maha  Rajah  Madhoo  Row  Scindia  Behader,  and  the  other  under  the  feal  of 
the  Pefliwa  Madhoo  Row  Pundit  Purdham,  and  the  fignature  of  Ballagee 
Pundit  Nana  Furnavefe,  fliali  be  delivered  to  Mr  Anderfon;  this  treaty  fliall 
be  deemed  complete  and  ratified,  and  the  articles  herein  contained  fli ill  become 
binding  on  both  the  contracting  parties. 

(Written  in  the  Mahratta  charavEler,  by  Ragoo  Bhoo  Dcwan.)  "In  all  feven- 
teen articles,  on  the  4th  of  Jemmad  ul  Akhcr,  or  the  5th  of  Jeyt  Adcck,  in  the 
Shukul  Pattah,  in  the  year  i  r8a.** 

Subfcribcd  in  the  Mahratta  charaAer,  by  Mahajcc  Scindis  on  the  fame 
day, 

Agreed  to  what  is  above  written, 

(Signed)  D.  Anderson. 

it/-,     tr  C  Fas.  Anderson. 

Wimcffes,  JJ^,^,  B^^^,„^ 

A  true  tranllation, 

J.  Anderson, 
Alliftant  to  the  Embafly. 
"  Subfcribcd  in  the  hand-writing  of  Nana  Fumavcfc  "    Done  by  me  Bellajec 
Inardine,   on  the  15th  of  Mohurrum,  in  the  year  i  t 83,  (December  201762,) 
under  the  fmall  feal  of  the  Pefliwa,  ratified  alfo  by  Scindia,  the  21!)-  of  Robbie 
ul  Owal,  counter-part  fubfcribd  by  Mr  Anderfon,  the  «4ihof  February  iyS$- 
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83"  The  numhen  i.  and'n,  refer  to  tie  t'iv  volumes  of  tie  C^rfKinuatkn  •/  SmUMe 
Bijiorj^  being  the  -Jth  and  %tb  volumes  of  the  Comtitntalion  of  Humes  N.  reftrt  to  Ae 
notes* 


ABDALL AH,  Cawn,  taken  priioncr  by  Snjah  Dowlah,  ii.  *48.  Hif  death,  ii. 
MTferabic  fate  of  hU  daugfhtcr,  /A. 

Accoropts,  Committee  of,  moved  for  by  Col.  Barre,  ii.  133.  Lord  North's fcbeme 
for  a  Commiffion,  ib.  137.  Their  proceedings,  /A.  156. 

Adam,  Mr,  dael  between  him  and  Mr  Fox,  ii.  117.  N. 

Adams,  Major,  defeats  the  Indians,  i.  a4.     His  death,  «A.  t6. 

Adam«,  Samuel,  and  John  Hancock,  excepted  in  a  proclamation  of  pardon  by 
General  Gage,  i.  ai  7. 

Addreiles  procured  by  the  miniftry  to  coonteraA  the  patriotic  petitions,  i.  76. 
Many  fcnt  from  Scotland,  16.  Excite  the  refcntment  of  the  other  party,  i6. 

Admiralty  Courts,  eftabliihed  by  the  Americans,  for  the  trial  add  condemnation 
of  Britiih  fhips,  i.  245. 

Advertifement,  an  offcnllve  one,  for  a  fubfcripiion  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
America,  i,  3S9. 

Advocate,  Lord,  of  Scotland  compliments  Mr  Pitt  in  tlie  debate-  on  public  affairs 
in  1 78 1,  ii.  37S.  Exclaims  againftthc  coalition  between  Lord  North  and  Mr 
For,  iS.  446. 

Africa,  Britiih  fettlcmcnts  on  that  continent  reduced  by  M.  dc  Vaudreuil,  ii.  34- 
Dutch  fettlements  on  the  weftcm  coaft  reduced  by  a  Britiih  50  gun  fliip  and 
frigate,  ii.  138. 

Aiken,  James.     See  John  the  Painter, 

Allahabad,  (improperly  called  Eliabad)  taken  by  the  Englifh,  i.  34. 

Allen,  a  young  man,  purfned  and  (hot  by  a  foldier,  i.  68.  Inquiry  into  the  affair 
flifled  by  Government,  ib»  69.  . 

Allen,  Col.  Ethan,  with  Col.  Eafton,  takes  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  u 
ax 6.     Is  defeated,  and  taken  prifoner,  ib,  228.    Cruelly  treated,  ib. 

Ally.     See  H^ler. 

Alraadovar,  the  Spanilh  ambalTador,  prefents  a  hofti I e  memorial  in  17 79,  ii.  54. 

Alms,  Capt.  diflinguilheshimfelf  in  an  engagement  with  Suffrein,  ii.  34Z. 

Alcmena  frigate  taken,  ii.  27. 

Amadabad,  in  the  Eaft  Indict,  taken  by  General  Go<ldard,  ii.  884* 

Amer/ca,  violent  dilhirbances  there  on  account  of  ihe  ftamp-ad,  i.  39.  Impor- 
tation of  wheat  .ind  flour  from  that  continent  in  1767,  ib.  64.  Dilatorinefs  in 
fupportini;  the  civil  power  by  the  military,  one  great  caufc  of  the  lofs  of  the 
country  to  Britain,  ib,  168. 

Americans  contend  violently  for  their  rights,  i.  127.  Rcfolutions  of  Parliament 
againllthem,  ih.  128.  Continuance  and  inert afr  of  their  difccntents,  ib.  132. 
Syftcmof  reafoning  adopted  by  them,  ib.  140.  Denied  to  be  in  a  ftate  ol  re- 
bellion in  1775,  ib.  194.  Prepare  f«r  a  final  feparation  from  Britain,  ib.  axo. 
Greatly  diftrcffcd  notwithftandiug  their  fitcccffcs  bofore  Bofton,  ib.  245,  Their 
eaufe  generally  efpoufed  throughout  turope,  ib  »57.  N,  A  barbarous  bw 
againft  fuch  of  them  as  fhould  be  taken  at  fea,  264.  Cruelty  of  forcing  them 
to  Xervc  againft  their. countrymen,  ib.  165'  Their  mileraUe  fitnation  after 
being  rcpu&d  at  Quebec,  ib.  275.    Celebrate  fonic  of  their  heroes  in  the  attack 
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of  SnlliTan's  Iflaad,  ib,  284.  Wretched  fkatc  of  their  alFairs  in  1776.  Their 
army  deftroyed  by  Gen.  Frazcr,  ii.  345.  Aflemble  again  in  great  numbers,  ih. 
360.  DifTentions  between  them  and  the  French,  ib,  458.  Dilcontentcd  on 
account  oi  the  length  and  hardfliipsof  the  war,  ib.  492.  Their  jcr^ritude  to 
Gem.  Waihington,  ib,  511.  Inquiry  into  the  condudl  of  the  war  with  them,  ii. 
96. 
.  America,  treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States  of.  Appendix  i. 

American  war,  gafconades  of  the  miniftry  concerning  its  fuccefs,  ii.  164.  Gen. 
Couway*s  motion  for  an  a<?drcfs  agaioik  it,  ih,  406. 

Amherft,  Sir  JeiFry,  difmifled  from  the  government  of  Virginia,  i.   70. 

Ammanition,  Amtricao,  fcized  by  General  Gage,  i.  170.  Lodged  at  Charlcf- 
town,  ib,  171. 

Amyatt,  Mr  with  other  gentlemen,  treacherouily  murdered  by  Mir  Codim,  i.  22. 

Andre,  Major,  his  correfpondcnce  with  Gen.  Arnold,  i.  474*  Enters  the  American 
camp  in  difguife,  ib.  475.  Is  apprehended  at  Tarryiown,  ib.  Tried  by  a 
coun  martial,  and  executed  as  a  fpy,  ib,  477.     His  fatclamented,  ib,  4'Z, 

Andromeda  frigate  wrecked  near  Martiuico,  ii.  45. 

Annampore,  horrid  cruelties  eommitted  by  the  Britiih  there,  ii.  360. 

Arbuthnot,  Admiral,  blocks  up  the  French  fleet  in  Rhode  Illand,  i.  469.  Sails  to 
the  relief  of  Jerfey,  ii.  25*    Bad  confequences  of  his  doing  fo,  ib,  113. 

Arcot,  Nabob  of,  debt  due  to  him  made  a  pretence  by  the  £aft  India  Company  for 
attacking  Tanjore.  ii.  1^%,  His  abominable  condud  towards  the  Rajah's  daugh- 
ters, ib.  243.  Attains  a  great  degree  of  power  by  means  of  the  £a(k  India  Cum- 
piny's  friendfhip,  ib.  250.  Gains  anafcendant  over  the  Council  of  MadrjUi  si. 
Iniorms  them  of  the  defigns  of  Hyder  Ally,  ib,  290.  His  advice  ne- 
gle^d,  i^.  291.  His  ruin  refolvcd  on  by  Hyder,  ib,  292.  His  defperate  litoa- 
tion,  ib.  Is  untble  to  aOili  Madrafs,  ib,  293.  Arcor,  bis  capital  city,  bcfieged 
•  )»y  Hyder,  ib,  296.  A  regiment  of  his  troops  broke,  ib.  I'hc  fiegc  of  Arcot 
raifcd,  ib.  299.     Again  bc&eged,  ib,  305,  and  taken,  ib,  307. 

Ardent,  man  of  war  taken  by  the  combined  fleets,  ii*  37.     Retaken,  ib,  N.  iSS. 

Arethufa  frigate,  i.  13.     Sec  BelU  Foule, 

Armed  neutrality  in  1780,  i.  459. 

Army,  Britifh,  Lord  Shclburne*s  motion  in  1779  concerning  the  .extraordisarics  of 
it,    ii.    121.       Unanfwered  by  miniftry,  ib,  124.      Reje&ed,    ib.       Motion 
'  rcfnmcdin  1780,  by  Col.  Barrc,  ib.  156.    Rejected,  ib,  157, 

Arnold,  Col.  his  expedition  againil  Quebec  in  1775,  i.  130.  Defcrted  by  one  of 
hisoiiicers,  and  his  men,  ib.  Undergoes  ezcelEve  diffiuities,  ib%  Well  received 
by  the  Canadians,  ib.  Arrives  at  Quebec,  ib.  231.  His  leg  (battered  in  the 
attack  on  the  city,  ib,  233.  His  bravc-ry,  and  prefcnceof  mind,  ib.  234.  Kills 
a  grenadier,  j^.  333.  Marches  to  relieve  Fort  Stanwix,  ii.  364.  Attack's  Bur- 
goync's  army,  ib,  366.  Revolts  from  the  American  fervice,  ib.  473.  His 
^heme  to  betray  the  divifiun  of  the  army  under  his  command,  ib.  474.  is  dif- 
covered  and  flies,  ib.  476.     Sends  for  his  wife  and  efie^s,  ib.     Made  a  Brigadier* 

-  general  in  the  Britilh  army,  and  iflnes  proclamations  to  his  countrymen,  ib»  480. 
His  writings  difregarde«1^  andhimfelf  defpifed.  ib,  481.  Ravages  Virginia,  ib, 
491,  492.  Unlucccfsful  fcheme  for  taking  him  prifoner,  ib,  493.  Detiroyi 
vaft  quantities  of  tobacco,  &c.  in  conjundion  with  Gen.  Phillips,  ib,  494.  His 
cxpecHtion  into  Connedicut,  ib,  503.  Takes  New  London,  with  the  forts 
Trumbull  and  Gnfwold,  ib.  504. 

Arrillery,  bad  method  of  managing  it  by  the  Indians,  ii.  264.  Enormous  iize  of 
fom«  of  tlieir  pieces,  ib. 

Artois,  Count  dc,  protcds  M.  Guichcn  from  the  populace,  ii.  215.  Goes  to 
view  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar,  ib.  221.     His  politenefs  to  Gen.  Eliott,  ib, 

Afhc,  Gen.  defeated  by  Gen.  Pre voft,  i.  44I.     His  bad  condud,  ib,  442, 

Aficmblies,  Provincial,  in  America  avow  their  independence  in  1764,  i.  41. 
Diibbedience  of  the  AiTcmblyoCN.  York  to  parliament,  ib.  56.  XPJiTemjons 
betwixt  the  GoveinorSof  the  American  provinces,  and  their  Aflcmblics.  ib.  $7, 
That  of  MaffachulTct's  Bay  diffolvcd,  ib»  60.     Votes  itlclf  a  provincial  Congrcfs, 

ii.  173- 
Aflembly,  General,  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  their  great   moderation  in  the 

affairofthePopiih  bill,  ii.  77. 
Aflbciation  at  the  'Feathers  tavern  gives  rife  to  the  Diflcnter's  bill  in  1772,  i.  114. 

Proteflant  AlTociation  headed  by  the  Lord  Geo.  Gordon,  ii.  8i.    Afrociatioa& 
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of  al]  kinds  generally  dreaded,  M.  iiS.    Millitary  aflbciationa  in  Ireland,  M. 

420. 
AiTof  dI  Dowlah,  fucceeds  to  the  nabobfhlp  of  Oude,  ii.  520.     He  propofes  a 

vifit  to  Mr  Haftiofcs  at  Benares,  ih,  327.     His  deOgns  fufpected,  ik  328.     Mr 

HaftingsdifTuades  him  in  vain  from  the  viiit,  16.  319. 
Attorney  General,  a  reduiStion  of  his  powers  moved  for  in  parliament,  !•  no. 
Atwater,  Dr,  killed,  i.  .^34. 
Attda  Nulla,  taken  by  Major  Adams,  i.  %4 
Augufta  man  of  war  burnt  ut  Philadelphia,  i;  355. 
Aurengzebe  fuccefsfully  refifted  by  the  Mahrattas,  ii.  261. 
Aurora  frigate,  loft  with  the  Indian  fupcrvifors  in  1773.  ii.  94. 

B 

Bagnal,  a  manufacfluror  of  ftone-waro  his  property  deftroysd  by  the  mob  at  Glas- 
gow, ii.  80. 

Bahama  Iflands  plundered  by  Hopkins  the  American  Adnvral,  i.  397.  Reduced 
by  the  Spaniards,  ii.  23$ » 
-  Baillie  Col .  fucceeds  Col.  Harper  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  ii.  2S9.  Reduced  to  (Hftrefa 
by  cxcei&ve  rains  in  the  Guntoor  Circar,  ih,  198.  Propofes  to  meet  Sir  Hedor 
Monro  at  Conjeveram,  i6.  Intercepted  by  the  Indian  army,  i6,  399.  Defeats 
Tippoo  Saib,  1*,  300,  Oppofed  by  Hyder  Ally  with  a  vaft  army,  i6.  Col. 
^Irtcher  fent  tohis  afllftance,/^.  Engages  the  whole  Indian  army,  and  is  de- 
feated, ii,  301.  His  rcfolote  behavior.*r  when  brought  before  Hyder,  iS,  303. 
Bad  confequences  of  his  defeat,  i6.  304.  Violent  meafurcs  purlucd  to  retrieve 
the  misfortune,  r6, 

Barbadocs,  hurricane  therein  1780,  ii.  42. 

Barnard,  Governor  of  N.  England,  defired  to  fend  an  account  in  1769,  of  fuch  as 
had  committed  treafon  in  that  country  from  the  year  1767,  i.  T29. 

Barroch,  in  £aft  Indies,  great  exccflbs  committed  by  the  Engliih  at  its  capture, 
ii.  268. 

Barre,  Col.  moves  for  a  committee  of  accounts,  ii*  133. 

Barrington,  Admiral,  refiifcs  the  command  of  the  channel  fleet,  ii.  39.  Takes  a 
fleet  of  tranfports,  i^.  229. 

Barwell,  Mr,  duel  betwixt  him  and  Gen.  Clavering,  ii.  249.  Wiflies  to  prefervc 
the  peace  of  India,  ii.  269. 

Batacalo,  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  French  fleet  retire  thither,  ii.  341. 

Baum,  Col.  defeated  at  Bennington,  i.  361. 

Bazalet  Jung  put  in  pofleflion  of  the  Guntoor  Circar,  ii.  286.  Complained  of  by 
tJie  Bntiih,  ii,  287.  Unjuftly  deprived  by  them  of  his  province,  ii.  Implores 
their  protedion  in  vain,  i6,  289.  His  dominions  invaded  and  himfelf  ihut  up 
in  his  capital,  ii.    The  Guntoor  Circar  reftoredf  to  him.  i6,  305. 

Beaujieu,  M.  defeated  by  the  Americans,  a.  276.  ^ 

BeauHet.  M.  diflenta  from  M.  de  Guichen  about  engaging  the  Britifli  Channel 
fleet,  ii>  214. 

Beckford,  Mr,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  his  fpirited  remonflrance  to  the  throne 
in  1770,  i.  83.  Prcfents  another  remonftr::nce,  ii.  His  fpcoch  to  his  Majefly, 
ii.  84»     Death. 

Bcdanorc  taken  by  Gen.  Matrhcws,  ii.  361,  who  breaks  the  treaty  with  the  in- 
habitants, il.  362.  Difpleaics  his  troops  by  the  way  in  which  he  difpofed  of  the 
money  found  there,  ii. 

Begums  of  Gudc,  diflafl'e<51ed  to  the  Britilh,  ii.  328. 

Belle  Poule,  engager^cnt  betwixt  her  and  the  Arethufa  frigate,  ii.  13. 

Benares,  in  Eaff  Indies,  dcfcribed,  ii.  318.  Rajah  fupported  by  Britain,/^.  319. 
War  with  the  new  Rajah,  324  el  ftq.  Gevernment  of  that  city  fettled  by  Mr 
HaHings,  ih.  3.-? 4.     Sec  Cheit  Sing.        .  * 

Benj^at,  tnglilh  ollcrcd  the  Dewanny  of  it,  i.  20.  Immenfe  value  of  the  ofEce,  ii* 
They  become  makers  of  ihc  whole  kingdom,  ii,  26. 

Bennington,  CnloneU  Baum  and  Breyman  defeated  at,  i.  361. 

Bcrar,  .rajah  of,*  a  powerful  Indian  prince,  ii.  266.  Treaty  concluded  between 
hlra  and  Col.  Gocldord,  ib.  273.  Rajah *s  incfTcdlual  mediation  betwixt  the 
Engllfli  and  the  Mahrattas,  ib, 

Berbic€s,  Dutch  fctcUment  there  reduced,  ii.  70. 
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BickertoB,  Sif  Richard,  arriycB  at  Madras  with  a  reiaforcement  of  troo]M,  iL  355* 

Bidjaghar;  vaft  treafures  there  feized  by  the  Council  of  Calcotca,  ii.  334.  | 

Black-hole  at  Calcutta,  many  En^lifh  gentlemen  fulTocated  there,  i.  5. 

Bolland,,  Mk-,  a^rent  for   Maflachufiet^s  Bay,  prefeats  two  petition*  againft   tkt, 
Bofton  port -bill,  without  fuccels,  i.  I4I,  I46. 

Bombay,  Prcfidency  give  offence  to  the  Mahrattat,  by  protc^ng  Ra^onaat  Ro«v  ; 
ii.  a68.    Their  refolution  of  making  war  with  the  Mahrattas  adopted  by  cfce  : 
Supreme  Council  at  Calcutta,  i6.  270.     Unfuccefsful  expedition  fent  out  fraca 
Bombay,  ib.  274.     I'heir  ar;my  capitulates  at  Worgaum,  iS.  276.     Faithl«flac£i 
of  the  PreGdcncy,  iL  278.     Oiffention  betwixt  the  Bombay  and  Calcutta  pre- ^ 
iidencies,  iL  279.     Former  difuvow  'the  treaty  of  Worgaum,  iL     Letter  nan 
Hyder  to  the  prelidcncy,  iL  291.     Sir  £d.  Hughes  arrives  there  with  the  fieet  itt 
a  diftreffed  fituation,  i6.  369. 

Bonjour,  Col.  his  cruelty  at  Mara wa,  ii.  244* 

Bofton ;  Stamp  ad  occafions  violent  difturbances  there,  1.  .19.  Refolutions'  pjBe4 
there  for  encouraging  American  manufaiStures,  and  difcouraging  thofc  of  BricaiCy 
f^.  57.  Difturbance  about  the  feizure  of  a  floop,  ib.  59  People  alTembie  uo- 
der  the  name  of  a  convention,  iL  60.  DifTolve  of  their  own  accord,  i^,  6f. 
The  convention,  &c.  declared,  by  the  minifterial  party  in  parliament  to  be  i]lc« 
gal,  iL  119.  This  pofition  controverted  by  the  minority,  iA,  Some  peopls 
killed  in  a  tumult,  133.  Tea  deftroyed  in  BoOiob  harbour,  iL  738.  Theie 
tranfad^ions  laid  before  parliament,  iL  139.  Lord  North  propofes  to  puoifh  the 
inhabitants,  i6.  140.  Bill  for  (hutting  up  the  port,  iL  142.  Inefifcdual  pc» 
Citions  againfl  it,  <//.  143.  The  bill  paiTed,  iL  I46.  Violent  difcon tents  on  a 
difcovery  of  Gov,  Hucchinfon's  letters,  iL  152.  Rage  of  the  inhabitants  at  the 
port-bill,  ii.  157*  Diftrefsoccafionedby  it,  i6.  167.  Refufe  obedience  to  the 
new  laws,  iL  167.  Bofton-neck  fortified  by  Gen.  Gage,  iL  170.  Friends  al 
Government  take  refuge  in  Bofton,  i6.  174. '  Schemes  tor  the  rJief  of  the  in- 
habitants, 16.  175.  Gen.  Gage  accufed  of  breach  of  faith,  iS,  176.  Surround- 
ed, alter  the  fkirmiih  at  Lexington,  with  a  great  army  of  Americans,  i6  214. 
Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  ih,  218.  Bofton  blocked  up,  i6.  221.  Predatory  war 
there,  iL  Diftrefifesof  the  troops  and  inhabiunts,  i6.  244.  Vaft  quantities  of 
cattle  loft,  ii'  246.  The  town  evacuated  by  the  king's  troop«,  ii,  249.  Can- 
non left  there,  ii.  250.    Diffenfions  betwixt  the  French  and  Americans,  ii.  444. 

Budge-Budgcah,  an  Indian  Fort,  Uormcd  by  a  (ingle  Briti(h  failor,  i.  5.  Captain 
Campbell  killed  there,  ii, 

Bauille,  M.  goveniar  of  Martini :o,  takes  Dominica,  ii.  II.  His  hnmanity,  ii. 
ia.  Attempts  to  recover  the  ifland  of  St  Lucia,  ii.  48.  Takes  Tobago,  i^.  49. 
Reduces  St  Chriftopher's,  ii.  177. 

Bourbon,  duke  de,  arrives  at  the  Spanifti  camf)  before  Gibraltar,  ii.  421. 

Bourbon  Ifland,  French  troops  landed  there,  ii.  290. 

BouV-Ghaut,  aftrongpafsin  Eaft  Indies,  feizedby  Col.  Smart,  ii.  274. 

Bowycr,  Capt.  hisj^^allaiubchsviour,  ii.  31. 

Braithwaite,  Col.  defeats  theprojc6l.s  of  Hyder  Ally,  ii.  290.  Marches  to  the 
relief  of  the  Tanjore  country,  ii.  343.  Is  totally  defeated  by  Tippoo  Saib,  iL 
1 1  is  gallant  behaviour  during;  the  adli  on,  ii.  344. 

Brandt,  Col.  and  Butler,  their  raonftrous  cruelty,  i.  43»' 

Brandy-wine,  Americans  deftrated  ihtrc  by  Gen.  Howe,  i.  348, 

Brcyman,  Col.  defeated  at  Bennington,  i.  561.     Killed  afterwards,  i^.  369. 

Bridgetown,  in  Barbadoes,  dcltroycd  by  a  hurricane,  ii.  42. 

Brigade,  Scots,  in  tlic  Dutch  icrvicc,  demanded  uufuccefsfully  by  the  miniftry, 

Briniftouc  Hill,  St  ChriftophcrN,  number  of  French  killed  at  iheficgc  of  it,  ii.  181. 

Briftol,  Earl  of,  fuccccds  the  Earl  of  Chatham  in  1768,  i,  70.  His  motion  rc- 
fpetfting  the  ftate  of  the  n.ivy,  ii.   107.     Rejeded,  ii.   loS.     Hisprotcft,  ii.. 

Brirtol  man  of  war,  miferably  ihattered  in  the  attack  of  Sullivan's  Ifland  in  1776, 
i.  281,     Unhappy  fate  of  the  captain,  ii. 

Briftol  city,  attempt  of  John  the  painter  to  fet  It  on  fire,  i.  314.  Miniftry  en- 
deavour to  raifc  a  regiment  there  by  fubfcription,  ii.  390. 

Britain,  diftradcd  ftatc  of  in  1781,  ii.  74. 

Britifh  troops,  their  crueltif  s  in  America,  i.  299.  Caufes  of  the  decline  of  their 
afiuirs,'  ii  308.     General  infatuation  of  the  briti(h  concerning  America,  ii.  51 1. 

Brobke,  Mr,  oacof  the  council  of  Midrafs,  fufpendcdby  Lord  Pigot,  ii.  853, 
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fwic,  mercenary  troops  procured  from  tHence  by  Britain,  I.  ftjS. 
twant-Sing  affifts^the  Engiiik  againft  Sujah  Dowlan,  ii.  319.    Secured  by  them 
his  pofleffions,  il.    Succeeded  by  his  Son  Cheit  Sing,  i&. 
laift.  Chevalier  de,  fent  by  d*£{taing  to  reduce  ^t  Vincents,  ii.  24.     Afllfted 
»y  the  Caribbs,  and  his  fucccfs,  ii,  25. 
kdoo  Khan  aflifts  Major  Popham  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  ii.  332. 
ker^s  Hill,  battle  at,  in  1 7  75.  i.  218.    Miferable  ftate  of  the  Britifli  troops 
ere,  ih.  246. 

_;cfrcs,  houfc  of,  in  Virginia,  their  conteft  with  Lord  Dunmore,  i.  234. 
'goync,  Gen.  fetsout  from  Canada  in  1777,  i.  338.  Endeavours  to  gain  th« 
.'Indians,  ik  340.  His  congrcfs  with  them,  /^.  341.  Takes  Ticondcroga,  ib, 
J  Undergoes  great  difficulties,  iS.  357.  Advances  to  Fort  Edward,  i^.  359.  His 
tcaufe  prejudiced  by  the  cruelties  of  the  Indians,  iB.  Is  harraffed  by  the  enemy, 
.KiiJ'*^-  365.  Sends  meffcngers  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  afliftance,  367.  Puts  his 
yi^  ^  /  men  on  Ihort  allowance,  ii.  His  fituation  marc  and  more  dangerous,  i6.  368. 
2Xf-  I  Retires  to  Saratoga,  and  is  obliged  to  capitulate,  ii.  369.  His  misfortune  an- 
nounced to  Parliament,  ii.  382.  His  troops  detained  by  Congrefs,  ii.  416.  H» 
demands  an  enquiry  into  his  condnd^,  ii.  Z02.  which  meets  with  great  approba^ 
tiot]>  ii.  104. 

rke,  Mr,  moves  to  refcind  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  Middlcfcz  ele&ion  in 
1 769,  i.  86.  His  conciliatory  plan  with  America  rcjcdcd,  H.  205.  Another 
:;3.L  conciliatory  plan  alfo  rejcded,  ii.  263.  His  motion  againft  employing  the 
.'3 1  Indians  rejedled,  ii,  392.  His  oeconomical  plan  of  1779,  propofed,  ii.  125. 
I,. I  The  plan  brought  into  parliament,  with  the  debates,  &c.  H.  130.  It  is  after- 
„..|"  wards  loft,  ii.  140.  His  fpcech  againft  carrying  on  the  American  war  after  the 
]J..  7    defeat  of  Cornwallis,  /i.  379.     Concerning  St  Euftatius,  ii.  363.     His  plan  o£ 

j*    reform  of  the  civil  lift,  H.  434.     Pafles  both  houfes,  ii,  438. 
.-.^ufly,  arrives  with  troops  in  India,  ii.  369, 
"  B^utlcr.     Sec  Brandt, 

>}  ne*  Mr,  has  an  altercation  with  Lord  George  Get maine,  on  the  independencf 
of  America,  ii.  383. 
'^yron.  Admiral,  takes  pofleffion  of  the  Falkland  Iflands  in  1764,  i.  118.    Sent  to 
oppofe  d'Eftdign,  ii.  6.     Meets  much  adv'erfe  weather,  ii.     Engagement  with 
.;     d*Ellaign,  ii.  25. 
'^Buzar,  in  the  Eail  Indies,  Sir  He<5ior  Monroe  gainsa  vi&ory  there,  i.  31. 
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Cadiz.  M.  Guichcnand  d'Eftaign  join  their  fquadrims  there  in  Z780,  ii.  39.  Di(^ 
trcfll'd  State  of  their  fleet,  ii. 

Caermarthen,   Marquis  of,   oppofes  Lord  Otorge  Germaine's  promotion  to  the 
peerage,  ii.  40a. 
-  Cxfar,  a  French  man  of  war  blown  up  in  the  Engagement  with  Rodney,  ii.  i84< 

Calcutta  taken  by  Surajuh  Dowlah,  i.  5.  Numbers  fuffocated  in  the  black  hole 
there,  ii.  Town  retaken  by  Admiral  Watfon  and  Clive,  ii.  7.  Ungenerous 
behaviour  of  the  Council  to  Mir  Jafficr,  ii.  14,  ft  feq.  They  difavow  the 
treaty  made  by  their  governor,  ii.  t6.  Propofe  an  alliance  with  Sujah  Oowlah, 
ib.  20.  Threatening  letter  from  him  to  them,  ii.  Council  refolve  on  war  with 
Mahrattas,  ii.  267.  Difagree  with  Council  of  Bombay,  ii.  269.  And  of  Mad- 
ras, ii.  270.  Seize  on  immcnfetreafures.  of  Cheit  Sing,  H.  333- 
•    Calpy,  a  town  and  fort   of  the  Mahrattas,  taken  by  Col.  LeAic,  ii.  «7a. 

Camden,  Lord,  appointed  Chancellor,  i.  4^.  He  reilgns,  ii.  79*  Condemns, 
the  duties  laid  on  the  Americans,  ib,  197.  His  fevcre  fpeech  againft  miniftry 
in  T781,  ii.  384- 

Camden,  in  America,  Provincials  defeated  there  by  Lord  Cornwallis,^  i.  466, 
Abandoned  by  Lord  Rawdon,  ii.  49  4« 

Campbell,  Lord  Will.  Governor  of  S.  Carolina,  negociates  with  the  Indians, 
&c    in  fupport  of  Government,  i.  t4a.     Obliged  to  retire,  ii,  243- 
•  Campbell,  Col.  rigidly  confined  at  Bofton  in  retaliation  for  thccruel  ufage  of  the 
Britifli  to  Lee,  i.  299.    Reduces  Georgia  in  conjumaion    with  Gen.  Prcvoft 
ib.  438* 

Campbell,  Ad.  commands  along  with  Ad.  Keppcl  in  the  cngagemcnc  with 
D'OrvMicrs,  ii.  15 
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Campbell,  Capt.  defeats  tlic  Mahrattas,  ii    agf . 

Canada,  expedition  again Q  it  projcdtcd  by  Cougrcfs,  i.  2%T-  Gen.  BurgojBC 
fets  out  on  his  expedition  from  thence,  i&.  3^8. 

Canadians,  letter  to  tkem  from  the  Congrefs,  i.  181.  Refufc  to  take  np 
arms  for  Britain,  ii.  b2I.  Abandon  Col.  McLean,  H^  sas.  Memorial  addrc£. 
fed  to  them  by  Fayette,  i6.  472. 

Canonge,  M.  de,  aflfills  the  Che  v.  de   Bumain  to  reduce  St  Vincent's,  ii.  24. 

Capeof  Good  Hope,  expedition  againfl  it  propofed  by  miniftry,  ii.  ipf. 

Caribbs  with  difficulty  fubdned  by  the  Britiih,  i.  1^5.  Aflift  the  French  in 
their  attempt  on  St.  Vincent's,  ii.  24. 

Carleton,  Gen.  defeated  by  the  Americans,  i.  a«6  Prifoners  treated  irithtbe 
utmod  humanity,  ii  a»7.  Fort  St  John's  taken  in  confequence,  i6.  2a8,  He 
efcapesto  Quebec,  i6,  arg.  Defeats  the  Provincials  there,  behaves  with  the 
utmofl  barbarity  to  the  American  prifoners,  ih.  233.  Defeats  them  again, 
and  drives  them  out  of  the  province,  ii,  237.  His  humanity,  ii,  ±jy.  U 
deprived  of  the  command,  ii.  358. 

CarliHe,  £arl  of,  challctiged  by  the  Marq.  de  la  Fayette,  i.  411,  Hisfpcech  on 
the  preliminary  articles  of  peace,  ii.  44 4« 

Carluke,  violent  addrcfs  from  the  heritors  and  parifh  again  ft  the  minilfry, 
ii.  81.    N. 

Carnac,  Major,  fuccecds  Major  Adams  in  E.  Indies,  i.  17.  Letters  received 
by  him  from  Suj;.h  Dowlah,  ii.  28. 

Carnatic  ravaged  by  Hyder,  i.  51.  Britifh  in  danger  cf  being  expelled  front 
it,  ii.  285.     The  dan;;er  flill  greater  from  Col.  Baillie  s  defeat,  ii.  304, 

Carolines,  both  the  (Tovcrnors  driven  out  of  them,  i.  242  Unfucceiiful  at* 
tempt  cf  the  Rovalifls  in  N.  Carolina,  ii.  279.  S.  Carolina  entirely  rcdoccd 
by  Lord  Oornwaliis,  ii.  464.  New  diflurbances  in  N.  Carolina,  ii.  465, 
Grtfattft  part  of  both  provinces  recovLred  by  Gen.  Greene,  ii.  497.  a  /eq* 
OpcratJDns  there  afitr  the  departure  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  ii,  164. 

Carwar  taken,  ii.  363. 

Cafwell,  Col.  dcfeatR  the  Loyaiifts  in  N.  Carolina,  i.   280. 

Catholics,  Sir  George  Skvi lie's  bill  in  their  favour,  ii.  75. 

Cavalry,  compofe  ;:rcatefl  part  of  the  E.  Indian  armies,  ii.  263. 

Cavendifli,  Lord  John,  blames  miniftry  for  the  American  revolt,  i.  J 16.     Pro- 
\     pofes  a  peace  with  America,  ii    379.     Propofes  an  addrcfs  for  the  removal 
of  the  miniftry,  ii.  1 16.     Moves  for  a  trcnfureon  the  peace,  H.  444. 

Chatnplain,  Lake,  Provincials  become  maftffrs  of  it,  i.  216.  Burgoync's  con- 
grefe  with  the  Indians  on  its  banks, /^.  341.  Vaft  works  erected  on  it  by 
the  Americans,  ii.  34a.  Entirely  deftroycd,  ii.  Chancellor,  Lord,  defends 
the  King's  fpeech  in  1781,  ii.  384- 

Chanda  Gccr,  in  the  E.  Indies,  Britifli  repulfed  there,  i.  31.  Garrifoo  obligt 
the  governor  to  furrendcr,/3. 

Chandernagorc,  attack  upon  it  refolvcd    on  by  the  Englifli,  i.  10.  Complaints 
on  that  account  by  Surajah  Dowlah,  ii.  It  ii  reduced,  *^.  II. 
Popifli  Chapel,  burnt  at  Edinburgh,  ii.  75. 

Charlcftown  in  New  Enuland,  Provincial  magazines  fcizcd  there  by  Gen.  Gage, 
i.  170.     Set  on  fire,  ii.  220, 

Charleftown,  in  S.  Carolina,  unfucccfsfully  attacked  by  Sir  Peter  Parker,  i.  181. 
Rcfufeslo  furrcndcr  to  General  Prcvoft  in  1 7 79,  ii-  443-  Quarrel  between  the 
French  and  the  Americans  there,  ii.  438.  Expedition  againft  it  by  General 
Clinton  in  1780,  iu.  460. 

Charlefton,  an  An»criciin  frijrate  of  an  extraordinary  c«nftru6lion,  ii.  252. 

Chatham,  Lord,  made  Konl  Privy  Seal  in  1765,  i.  4^-,  Rcfigns  in  1 768.  ti.  70. 
His  motion  for  recalling  the  troops  from  America  rejected,  ii.  187,  His  con- 
ciliatory propofuion  rcfufed  a  hearing,  ii.  192.  Another  conciliatory  prcipofi. 
tion  rejedcd,  H.  327.  I'ropofal  for  a  celTation  of  hoflililicR  reje(5ted,  H.  381. 
His  pathetic  rcniOiiftrance  cgaiuft  employing  the  Indians,  ii.  MinifterijI  an- 
fwer,  with  his  Lordfnip's  reply,  H.  382.  His  motions  for  Burgoync's  inaruc- 
tions,  &c.  being  1  lid  before  Parliament  rejeded,  ii.  384.  His  motion  for  the 
inftru61ion«  for  cmployinjr  the  favages  rcjcdcd,  and  hinifclf  charged  with  ha- 
ving fct  the  example,  H.  386.  His  laft  and  celebrated  fpeech  in  the  Houfc  of 
Lords,  il.  410.     Reply  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  ii.  4^1.     Hisd^ath,  /*. 
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413.  Motion  for  his  interment  at  the  public  crpcncc,  and  crc(5iing  a  monu- 
mcDty  iB.  414.  A  revenue  of  4CXX)l.  a  year  fettled  on  his  heirs  for  ever,  1'^.  415. 
Proteft  again  ft  this  annuity,  1^.  N. 

Cheit-Sing  fncceeds  his  father  Buivvant  Sing,  as  Rajah  of  Benares,  ii.  319.  Sup- 
ported by  the  iiuft  India  Company,  i6,  Opprefled  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  i5. 
320.  Becomes  a  vafial  to  the  Company,  i3.  Extraordinary  demand  made  on 
him  by  Mr  Mailings,  H.  321,  which  he  tries  to  evade,  i6.  Is  viiited  by  Mr 
Haflings, '  who  makes  exorbitant  demands  upon  him,  it.  322.  His  mcanfpirit- 
ed  behaviour,  iB.  323.  He  is  arrefled,  3^4.  Carried  ofF  by  his  fubjc^,  i^. 
^%^^  His  dailar^ly  behaviour,  i5.  Is  depofcd  by  HaftiDgs,  iB.  His  manifefto, 
iS,  330.  His  troops  defeated,  /^.  331.  Some  of  his  fortrefles  taken,  i6.23^' 
Flics  and  leaves  valt  treafurcs  behind  him,  iB.  333. 

Cherokces  almoft  exterminated  by  the  Britifli  colon ifts,  i.  309. 

Chunar,  a  city  of  India,  defcribcd,  ii.  2"^^.  Governor  Haftings  retires  to  it  for 
proeedion,  iB.  331. 

CKefapeak,  motions  of  the  French  and  Englifh  fleets  there,  i.  50a. 

Chili,  fuppofed  to  contain  gold  mines,  i.  IJU8. 

Chriftophcr*s,  St,  Britifli  fleet  retires  thither  after  an  engagement  with  the  French, 
ii.  %y.  Aflcmbly  offer  a  reward  for  the  difcovery  of  fome  traitors  in  Sc  £ufta- 
tius.  ii.  71.     Taken  by  the  French,  i3,  177. 

CiviMift  debt,  violent  debates  about  difcharging  it  in  1 769,  i.  107.  On  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  civil  lift,  iS.  310.  On  its  expenditure^  ii.  135.  Reform  in  ex- 
penditure of  it,  iB.  434. 

Civil  power  not  being  fupported  by  the  military,  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  lofs  of 
Amenta,  i.  168. 

Ciatr,  St,  die  American  genera],  abandons  Ticonderoga,  i.  34T.  His  condud 
ceni'urcd,  iB.  342.     His  excufe  to  Congrefs,  iB,    Is  fuperfeded, ,  i5,  343. 

Clarke,  Col.  his  fuccefsfnl  expedition  againft  the  French  and  Indians,  i.  434. 

Clavering.     See  BarwelL 

Clergyman,  one  prevents  for  a  fliort  time  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  in 
America,  i.  2ta. 

Clinton,  Gen.  rallies  the  troops  at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  i,  219.  His  voyage 
up  the  North  River,  iB.  372.  Great  deveftations  committed  in  that  expedition, 
to,  3*^3.  Succeeds  Gen.  Howe  in  the  command  at  Philadelphia,  ii.  422.  His 
expedition  from  New  York,  li.'  429.  Expedition  againft  Charleftown,  South 
Carolina,  iB,  460,  Negociates  with  Arnold  for  the  deftruiftion  of  part  of  the 
American  army,  iB.  474.  Attempts  in  vain  to  relieve  CornwalUs,  iB,  506. 
Comwallis's  letter  to  him,  iB.  508. 

Clive,  Col.  his  expedition  againft  Surajah  Dowlah  in  concert  with  Admiral  Wat- 
fon,  i.  5.  Storms  the  Nabob's  camp,  iB.  8.  Propofes  the  depoHtion  of  Mir 
Jaflier,  /^.  I3i  Gains  the  battle  of  Plafiey, /Zi.  14.  Arrives  in  Btngal  with  the 
title  of  LoYd,  and  full  power  to  fettle  the  affairsof  the  Indian  Company,  iB.  35. 
Is  arraigned  in  Parliament,  iB»  loj. 

Coalition,  attacked  by  L.  Advocate,  Mr  Pitt,  &c.  Defended  by  Lord  J.  Cavcn- 
difti,  L.  North,  Mr  Fox,  Mr  Sheridan,  &c.  ii.  443, 

Coimbatour  country  fubducd  by  Col.  FulUr ton,  ii.  370. 

Coleroon  river,  Col.  Braithwaitc  entirely  defeated  tliere,  ii.  344. 

Collier,  Sir  Geo.  deftroys  a  number  of  American  ihips,  i.  452. 

Colours,  thirteen  ftripes  firft  ufed  by  th«  Americans  in  1775,  >•  *49« 

CoUow,  Mr,  a  planter  in  Tobago,  his  pntriotifm,  ii.  50. 

Commerce,  why  that  of  Britain  feemed  for  a  long  time  not  to  be  affeded  by  the 
American  war,  i.  254.  ' 

Commiffioncrs  of  the  ftamp  duties  in  America,  their  miferable  fituation,  i.  40. 
Commiflioncrs  appointed  to  treat  with  the  Americans  in  1778,  iB.  403.  They 
arrive  in  America,  and  their  terms  rejci^^cd,  iB.  419. 

Committee  of  Indian  aflairs  appointevl,  i.  93. 
Committees  and  aflbciations  greatly  dreaded  in  1780,  ii.   128. 
Commonfl,  houfe  of,  accounts  of  the  depoiition  of  Mir  Taffier  laid  before  them,  i. 
16.     Wilkes  expelled  the  houfe,  iB,  71.     Debates  on  tnis  fuhjciM,  iB,  74.     Con- 
teft  of  the  houfe  with  lome  printers,  iB.  87.     Tumult  in  the  houfe  in  1770,  iB. 
124.     Their  refolution  concerning  the  Middlcfcx  elt(5lion  expunged,  ii.  436. 
Conciliatory  plan  with  America  propofed  by  Lord  North,  i.  398.     Approved  by  the 
Oppofition,  iB,  402.     OiFtufivc  to  hib  own  party,  iB,  405.    The  bUls  pafled^ 
iB.  41 2  • 
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Concord,  deftrudlion  of  (lores  there  commences  the  American  war,  i.  312. 

Confedention  of  the  United  Colonies,  articles  of,  i.  224. 

Congress,  General,  of  the  American  Colonics  propofed,  i.  164.  Pro-v^ncial  Coit- 
grefs  meet  at  Philadelphia  in  1774,  iB.  AfTembly  of  MaHachui&t**  Bay  aiHuret 
^e  title  of  a  Provincial  Congrefs,  li.  173.  They  alter  the  goveromcut  oJ  the 
province,  i^  T74,  175.  General  Congrefs  meets  at  Philadelphia,  ii.  1;6, 
Their  declaratory  rcfolution  with  regard  to  Mafladiuffet's  Bay,  iB.  177.  Write 
to  Gen.  Gage,  //  Publiih  a  declaration  of  rights,  £(,  178.  Clahn  an  exdufive 
right  of  legiilation  for  the  colonifts,  iB,  Refolotions  with  regard  to  the  late  ^i 
of  Pasiiamcnt,  iB.  :jg,  Propofe  a  non-conf«mption,  non-importation,  «ui 
non-exportation  agreement,  r'^.  Artidcsof  their  aflbciation,  i^.  'J'heir  petition 
to  the  Kin^,  and  letter  to  the  Canadians,  iB,  181,  The  meeting  breaks  op,  H. 
Their  petition  rcjedcd,  iB,  191.  Kefolves  of  the  Provincial  CoBgrefs  of  Maf- 
fachuflet's  inimical  to  Britain,  iB.  211.  Their  manifefio  addreffed  to  the  ia- 
habitants  of  Britain,  iB.  214.  Refolutions  of  the  Continental  Congrefs  in  1775, 
ib.  Continental  Congreis  declare  the  coiiipa<%  diilblved  bctwen  the  Crown  sod 
Maffachuffet's  Bay,  iB.  217.  Another  petition  to  the  King  rejcdlcd,  H.  256. 
Prefent  a  ferjeant  with  a  fword  in  token  of  his  bravery,  ib,  284.  Declare  the 
Colonies  independent,  ih.  286.  Refuie  to  treat  in  a  private  capacity  after  the 
defeat  at  Long  Ifland,  iB.  293  Their  refolntc  behaviour,  ik.  300.  Detain  Gee. 
Burgoyne*s  trooops  in  America,  contrary  to  the  convention,  ib.  416.  Give  ae- 
dieiicc  to  the  French  ambalTador,  ib,  417.  French  King's  letter  to  them,  »l. 
N.  Refufe  to  treat  on  any  other  terms  than  thofe  of  independency,  ib,  419. 
Finally  refufe  the  offers  of  the  Commiflioners,  ib.  420.  Their  gratitude  to  Gen. 
Waihington,  after  the  capture  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  ii.  511.  Ratification  af 
peace  between  them,  appendix,  p.  13. 

Conjeveram,  in  India,  dilafler  of  Col.  Baillie  near  that  place,  ii.  299. 

Conne^icut,  Gen.  Vaughan's  expedition  againftit,  in  1779,  i.  448*  Anioki\ 
in  1781,  ib,  503. 

Connelly's  unfuccefsful  fchemc  for  the  fubjugation  of  the  fouthem  colonies,  i.  240. 

ContraA  bectween  the  American  States  and  the  King  of  France,  AppauUx^  p.  I. 

Contradors bill  paffed,  ii.  434. 

Convention,  at  BoHon,  in  1768.  i.  61.     Affcmbly  diffolved,  ib.  62. 

Convoy,  French,  taken  by  Ad.  Parker,  iu  28.  Britifh  E.  and  W.  India  conToyi 
taken  by  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  iB,  38.  A  large  Spanifh  con- 
voy taken  by  Ad.  Rodney,  ib,  56.  Part  of  St  Euflatius  convoy  captared  by  M. 
la  Motte  Piquet,  ib.  194.  Part  of  a  large  convoy  from  Breil  taken  by  Ad. 
Kempenfcldt,  ib,  216. 

Conway,  Gen.  deferts  miniftry,  i.  260,  Moves  for  an  addrcfs  againft  the  Ame- 
rican war,  ii.  406. 

Cordova,  Don  Louis  de,  takes  a  large  fleet  of  Englifli,  ii.  38.  Carries  the 
Spanifh  troops  to  Minorca,  iB.  212. 

Coote,  Sir  Eyre,  his  account  of  thedepofiion  of  Mir  Jafficr,  i.  18.  Takes  upon 
him  the  command  of  the  India  army,  ii.  306.  Defeats  Hydcr  Ally,  re* 
peatedly,  iB,  346.  Succeeded  in  the  command  of  the  army  by  Gen.  Stoart,  it, 
347.     His  death  and  charaiSer,  »^    368. 

Cornwall,  MrWolfran,  chofen  Speaker  of  tht  Houfe  of  Commons,  ii.  163. 

Comwallie,  Lord,  his  operations  in  the  Jcrfeys  in  1776,  i.  306.  Forbids  fales  or 
transfers  in  S.  Carolina,  iB,  464.  Defeats  Gen.  Gates  at  Camden,  /A.  His 
operations  after  the  battle,  ib,  478.  Sequeftrates  fome  eflates,  ib,  Purfoes 
Col.  Morgan  without  fucccfs,  ib.  485.  I^efeats  and  kills  Gen.  Davidfon,  ib, 
486.  Takes  Wilmington,  488,  Defeats  Gen.  Green,  at  Guilford,  ib.  489. 
His  Lordlhip,  r.iftreflcd,  retires  to  "Wilmington,  /*.  491.  Refolves  to  march 
into  Virginia,  i^.  499.  His  operations  there,  ii.  Takes  poiTeflion  of  Williamf- 
hurgt  iB.  500.  Defeats  M.  de  la  Fayette  and  Gen.  Wayne,  iB.  501.  Fortifiea 
York-town  and  Glouccfter  Point,  ib»  502.  Bcfie^ed  by  the  French  and  Ameri- 
cans, ib,  505.  Unfuccefsful  attempt  of  Gen,  CImton  to  relieve  him,  *tb,  507. 
His  letter  to  Sir  H.  Cluiton,  ib.  508,  Attempts  to  carry  his  troops  acrcifs  the 
river,  iB,  509.  Obliged  to  capitulate,  iB,  510.  Examined  bef6re  the  Hon fc  of 
Commons,  ii.  99.  Debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Peefs  concerning  his  capture, 
iB.  409.  . 

Cornwallis,  Captain  of  the  Lion,  his  bravery,  ii.  26,  28* 

Corpmandcl  Coail,  hiilory  of  the  war  there,  ii.  367. 
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Cofby,  Col.  his  unfuccefsful  attempt  agalnil  Hydcr  Ally,  ii.  396.  Joins  Sir 
HcAor  Monro,  i6.  303. 

Coffim  All  Khan,  raifed  to  the  nabobfhip  of  Bengal  in  room  of  Mir  Jaffier,  i.  16. 
Col.  Coote's^ccount  of  this  revolution,  (^.  18.  Makes  a  prelent  to  the  Com- 
pany's fervants,  i^.  19.  Wifhes  to  affaiTinate  Mir  Jafiier^  iB.  Attempts  te  re- 
duce the  power  of  the  Englifb^  iB,  Refolvcs  on  a  war  with  them,  iB.  %u 
Concludes  a  treaty  with  Mr  Vaniitart,  /^.  22.  Treaty  difavowed  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  Calcutta,  who  fend  deputies  tu  make  a  new  one,  iB.  Deputies  murdered, 
ii.  ColGm  defeated  by  Major  Adams,  iB.  24*  Murders  a  number  of  Englilh 
pilfoners,  iB.  25.    Again  defeated  and  forced  to  fly  to  Sujah  Dowlah,  I'i.  26. 

Covenant,  folemn,  entered  into  at  Boilon,  i.  163. 

Counfellors  new,  chofen  by  Gen.  Gage,  obliged  to  refign,  i.  x69«^ 

County  meetings  numerous  in  England  in  I779>  ^'  ^^^* 

Courts  of  juilice,  inquiry  into  their  condod  pro|>ofcd,  and  dropped,  i.  loi. 

Crabbe,  Major,  his  fuccefs  againft  Cheit  Sing,  li.  333. 

Ctillon,  duke  de,  commands  the  Spanifh  army  againft  Minorca,  ii.  212.  At- 
tempts to  bribe  Gen.  Murray,  iB,  217.  His  correfponde&ce  with  Gen. 
Eliott,  iB,  222. 

Crofby,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  refufes  to  commit  a  prifoner  at  the  command 
of  the  Houfe  01  Commons,  i.  89.  Sent  to  the  Tower,  iB,  Highly  honoured 
by  the  populace,  90. 

Crofbie,  Mr,  advocate,  his  houfe  in  Edinburg  attacked  by  the  Anti-Popilh  m  ob 
ii.  80. 

Crown,  attempts  to  enlarge  its  powers,  i.  87.  Powers  of,  to  confine  people  for 
treafon,  iB.  317.  Undue  innuence  of  it  debated  in  Parliament,  ii.  i2x,  151. 
Certain  officers  belonging  to  the  crown  excluded  from  fitting  in  Parliament, 

i^-   IJ5. 
Crown  Point  taken  by  the  Americans,  i.  216. 
Cuddalore  taken  by  the  French  and  Indians,  ii.  345.     B^fieged  by  the  Britifii,  iB. 

370.     Obftinate  encounter  there  betwixt  the  French  and  Britiu,  iB,  371,     Un- 

fucceisful  attempt  to  force  the  Britiih  lines,  iB.  374; 
Cumberland,  Will,  duke  of,  his  death  and  character,   i.   42.      Marriage  of  the 

young  duke  occafions  a  law  reftriding  the  marriages  of  the  royal  family,  iB,  J13. 

He  votes  with  the  minority,  ii.  187, 
Cuodapore  taken  by  (^en.  Matthews,  it.  359. 

Cunningham,  commander  of  an  American  privateer,  proteded  by  France,  2.  378. 
Curtis,  Capt.  his  bravery  at  Gibraltar,  ii.  224.      His.adivity  in  deftroying  the 

^paniih  noatine;  batteries,  iB.  226.     His  humanity  and  narrow  efcapc  in  aOift- 

ing  the  diftrefled  Spaniards,  iB.  227. 
Cufl,  Sir  John,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  refigns,  and  is  fucceeded  by 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  i.  79.    His  death,  iBs  80. 


Dalrymple,  Capt.  takes  Omoa  from  the  Spaniards,  ii.  58, 

Damas,  Chevalier  de,  attempts  to  force  the  Britiih  lin«8  at  Cuddalore,  ii.  374. 

Darby,  Admiral,  fucceeds  Geary  in  the  command  of  the  channel  fictr,  ii.  39.  Re- 
lieves Gibraltar,  ii5.  207.     Retires  before  the  combined  fleers,  iB,  213. 

Davidfon,  Gen.  defeated  and  killed  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  i    486. 

Dawfon,  Mr,  his  teftimony  againft  the  Council  of  Madras  in  Lord  Pigot*s 
cafe,  ii:  258. 

Dcanc,  Mr  Silas,  arrives  in  America  with  the  French  treaty,  i.  417. 

DecAn.     Sec  Nizam, 

Declaratory  bill  concerning  the  authority  of  parliament  over  the  Americans, 
paffed,  i.  45. 

Definitive  treaty  between  France  and  America  1783,  ii.  Appendix  p.  6.  Ano- 
ther with  France  and  England,  iB.  p.  10.     Wiih  Spain,  iB,  17. 

De  Graflc  blocks  up  Chefapeak  bay  and  engages  Ad.  Graves,  i.  504.  Sails  from 
Brcft  with  a  great  fleet  for  the  W.  Indies,  li.  46.  Engagement  with  Sir  Sam. 
Huod,  iB,  47.  Manouvres  and  engaj^emcnts  between  him  and  Hood,  iB.  t  78. 
Fir  ft  engagement  between  De  Graflc  and  Ad.  Rodney,  iB,  183,  Second  en- 
gagement in  which  De  Grafle  ts  entirely  defeated  and  taken  pril'oner,  iB,  184. 
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Delaware,  navigation  of  that  river  cleared  by  the  Britiih,  i.  351.     Predatory   in- 

curfions  on  its  banks,  ii.  431. 

Delegates,  meeting  of,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  in  N.  England,  i.  171. 

Demerary,  Dutch  fcttlcmert  at,  reduced,  ii.   70.     Retaken  by  tlic  French,  *^,  177- 

Dcputies,  Englifh,  cruelly  murdered  by  Coffim  Ali  Cawn,  i.  22J 

Di'fcrters,  a  great  number  blown  away  from  the  mouths  of  cannon  by  order  of  Sir 
H-  Monro,  i.  30. 

D'Eftaing,  Ad.  with  a  French  fleet  appears  f)n  the  coaft  of  America,  i.  426-  W» 
attempt  on  Rhode  Ifland,  /A.  427.  His  fleet  (battered  by  a  ftorm,  obliged  to  re- 
tire to  BoHoUf  1^.  428.  Pubiifiici  a  manifefto  to  the  Canadians,  and  Kdvcs 
Bofton,  i^.  444.  His  uniuccelsful  attack  on  the  Savannah,  i^.  454,  rf^« 
Oppofed  by  Ad.  Byron,  ii.  6.  Rcpulftd  at  St  Lucia,  ii.  8.  Sends  the  Catrf. 
de  Bumain  to  reduce  St  Vincents,  iS.  24,  Reduces  Grenada,  and  behaves  wiui 
great  haughtincfi  and  cruelty,  i6.  24,  25.      Engages  Ad.  Byron,  ii.  a6. 

Dewanny  of  Bengal,  obtained  by  the  I'.nglifh  E.  India  Company,  i.  37. 

Diidem,  a  French  74,  lunk  in  the  engagement,  betwixt  de  GraiTe  and  Rodney, 
ii.  185. 

Dickfon,  Col.  with  his  men  furrcnders  to  the  Spaniards  in  W.  Florida,  i.  450. 

Dillon,  Count,  lands  with  a  jrreat  force  on  Grenada,  ii,  24. 

Dindigul  takea  by  the  Englilb,  ii.  370. 

Diredors,  of  the  E.  India  Company,  correfpondencc  betwixt  them  and  the  mialf- 
try,  i.  54. 

Diffcnter's  bill,  origin  of,  i.  IJ4.  Brought  into  parliament,  iB,  I16.  Paficdin 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  rcjedtd  by  the  Lords,  ii. 

Divinity  of  our  Saviour,  an  unpopular  dodrine  with  the  difTcBters,  i.  115.     N. 

Dogger-Bank,  dcfperate  fca  light  there,  ii.  aoi, 

Dominica  taken  by  the  Marq.  de  Bouille,  ii.   n. 

D'Orvillicrs,  M.  de,  commands  a  French  fleet  againft  Keppcl  in  1 778,  ii.  15. 
Engagement  betwixt  the  two  fleets,  i^.  16,  Retires  into  Breft,  «i.  17.  Joiiis 
the  Spanifli  fleet,  but  cfleds  nothing,  iB,  37. 

Drake,  Mr,  Prelident  of  Calcutta,  attempts  to  conciliate  the  favour  of  Surajah 
Dnwlah,  i.  4. 

Duchemin,  M.  de,  lands  at  Pondicherry  with  a  body  of  troops,  ii.  345. 

Dunganuon  volunteers,  their  rclolutions,  ii.  '426. 

Dunmore,  Lord,  Governor  of  Virginia,  refuics  to  call  an  Affembly,  which  gives 
rife  to  a  Provincial  Congrefs,  i,  234.  Altercation  between  his  Lordfhip  and 
the  people,  ib.  235.  He  removes  his  family  on  board  a  man  of  war,  i£.  Fer- 
ment raifed  by  fome  of  his  letters,  i6.  236.  Calls  an  AfTembly,  i6.  CorrdP- 
pondence  between  him  and  the  Houfe  of  Burgefles,  i6,  237.  Commences  a  war 
With  the  Virginians,  ik  Hbaitempt  on  the  town  of  Hampton,  i£.  238.  l^o- 
clainis  liberty  10  the  flaves,  iB,  Defeated  at  Great  Bridge,  iS,  239.  His  ne- 
gociation  with  Coni>elly,  240.  Deftroys  Norfolk,  and  carries  off  a  printer's 
prcfs  and  types,  io.  241.     IVlucrable  fate  of  his  adherents,  ii.  242. 

Dunning,  Mr,  fcconds  Sir  Geo.  Saville's  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Catholics,  ii.  76. 
Several  remarkable  motions  made  by  him  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ii^  151. 

Dutch  war,  orij';in  of  it,  ii.  65. 

Duties  on  American  go•Jd:^ail  taken  off,  except  that  on  tea,  i.  132. 

E 

Eor*h<]UiI:e  in  Jamaic?  accompanies  the  hurricane  of  1 780,  ii.  44. 

Lxli  India  Coriijniny's  inmicn/e  profit  by  the  dtpofitiou  of  Surajah  Qowlah,  i.  15, 
J  he  Ait^'Jl  cficrs  thtm  the  Dewanny  of  Bengal,  ii.  20.  Lord  Clivc  invefted 
V.  ith  un.imitca  po'.vtrs  to  fctilo  iheir  affairs,  ii.  ^S'  He  inflames  the  diffeutions 
iij'.iong  the  Icrvunibi/l  the  CcmpdUy,  H.  Reftores  Sujah  Dowlah,  i^.  37.  Vaft 
audincn  to  the  Company's rtv^nue  by  this  rcftoration,  ii.  Affairs  of  the  Com- 
puny  brou;iht  bclore  i'arliiimcnt, /i5.  47.  Committee  appointed  for  regulating 
and  inquiring  into  rh-m,  ;^.  The  Company  propofe  an  accommodation  with 
minillry,  ii.  48.  Dilcoiiteiifs  on  account  of  being  rcftridcd  in  their  dividends, 
fi.  Schcmcot  miiiiitry  to  deprive  them  of  their  tcriitoriaj  poffcffiODs,  U,  53. 
Arguments  of  borh  panios,  il/.  54,  A  compromifc  takes  place,  H.  jj.  New 
h:ll  piifTLd  for  rcfinuii.jg  tluir  dividends,  ii.  64.  Application  of  the  Company 
foraneiv  agreement,  ii.  90.     '1  heir  affairs  fall  into  diforder,  «£.  92.      Hmted 
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at  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  iB.  Committee  of  Inquiry  appointed,  iB.  93. 
I'hcir  propofaUtominiftry,  i^.  102.  Falfehood  of  the  minifler  with  regard  to 
the  Company,  iB,  190.  Debates  before  a  Court  of  Proprietors,  whether  Gene- 
ral Smyth  ou^ht  to  be  thanked  for  his  behaviour  at  Tanjore,  ii.  244, 

£aft  Indies,  recapitulation  of  tranfadions  there,  1.3.  Hiflory  of  the  late  war, 
ii.  22. 

EaAon,  Col.  his  expedition  againft  Ticondcroga,  in  company  with  Ethan  Allen, 
i.  216. 

Eden,  Mr,  his  motion  in  favour  of  Ireland,  ii.  4I4. 

Edinburgh,  a  regiment  raifed  there  by  fubfcrlption,  i.  3^3.  Diflurbances  on  ac- 
count of  the  Poptfli  bill, /3.  78, 

Edward,  Fort,  abandoned  by  the  Americans,  i.  358.  Taken  pofleflion  of  by  the 
Royal  army,  iB,  , 

£E[ineham,  Lord,  refigns  his  military  command,  i.  206.  His  fpeech  on  that  oc- 
cauon,  iB,  N.  Attacks  the  miniuer  on  his  want  of  prudence  and  ceconomy, 
iB.  409. 

£gcrton.  Col.  commands  the  Bombay  army,  ii.  274.  Subied^ed  to  the  infpedlion 
of  field  deputies,  iB, 

Egg-harbour,  expedition  againfl  it  by  Clinton,  i.  430.  Two  American  regiments 
cruelly  maffacred  there,  iB,  •     , 

Egxnont,  port,  on  Falkland's  Iflands.  The  Britifh  dirpoflofTed  of  it  by  the  Spa- 
niards, i.  ISO. 

Elbert,  an  American  bri^dicr  general^  taken  prifoner,  f.  442. 

ElcAions,  bill  for  regulating  contra  verted  ones,  i.  78.  InefFcdually  oppofed  by 
mintftry,  iB.  79. 

Eledors,  whether  they  Have  right  to  chufe  reprefentatives  for  thcnifelves,  i.  74. 

EUabad.    See  AlUha^d. 

Eliott,  Gen.  deftnjys  the  Spanilh  works  beJbre  Gibraltar,  ii.  411.  His  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  duke  de  Crillon,  ib,  220.  Deftroys  the  enemy's  works  again,  ih, 
224.     Finally  ruins  their  floating  batteries,  ih^  et  feq. 

Englifli,  encomiums,  extraordinary,  paffcd  by  fome  authors  on  their  condud  in 
Bengal,  i.  15.  Letter  from  Sujah  Dowlah  fctting  forth  their  injufticc  and 
treachery,  i5.  28,    They  opprefs  the  young  Nabob  of  Bengal,  ib,  35, 

Earopa  Point,  Spaniards  repulfed  there,  ii.  224. 

Euftatius,  St,  defcription  of,  ii.  68.  Taken  from  the  Dutch,  ib,  Immenie 
wealth  found  in  it,  iB.  69.  The  inhabitants  plundered  and  drivrn  from  their 
habitations,  ib,  70.  This  cruelty  refenied  by  the  W.  India  merchants,  ib.  71, 
andby  the  people  of  St  Chriftophers,  ib.  The  goods  fold  preatly  below  their 
value,  ib,  72.  Bad  confequenccs  of  Ad.  Rodney's  ftay  there,  ib,  73.  The 
iiland  furprifed  and  retaken  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  ib,  1 76.  His  gcnerollty, 
ib.  177.  i'he  Britilh  convoy  from  the  llland  intercepted  by  M.  Piquet,  ib.  194. 
Mr  Burke  moves  for  an  enquiry  into  the  confifcations  there,  ib,  387.  His  fcverc 
•  animadvcrfions  on  the  commanders,  ib,  388. 

Eu taw  Springs,  the, Americans  defeated  there  by  L.  Rawdon,  ii.  176, 

Exeter  nun  of  war,  fuftains  the  attack  of  three  French  ftiips,  ii.  2>Z^' 

Kxperimcnt  man  of  war  and  three  frigates  taken  by  d*EIlaing,  i.  455. 

titraordinaries  of  the  navy,  debates  concerning  thes^  ii.  12.1. 

Eyre,  Cul.  commands  the  attack  on  Fort  Grli\\  old,  i.  ^04. 


Fairfield  deftroyed  by  the  En.^Iifli,  i.  448. 

Falkland*8  Iflands,  tVlVription  and  hillory  of  them,  i.  117;  Thrir  importance 
firft  noticed  in  Anfon's  voyage,  ih.  Commodore  Byron  f<;ut  to  take  pofleflion  of 
them  in  1764,  ;.i.  n8.  Setdcd  at  the  fame  time  by  the  French,  ib.  The  latter 
refi^n  their  Icttlcnicint, /^.  119.  Their  climate  and  foil,  /^,  Britifti  fet tiers  rfif- 
pofiefl'cd  by  the  Spaniards,  ib.  lio.  Debates  in  Parlianunt  on  this  trnnfadion, 
ib,  129.  The  iilauds  rellored  by  Spain,  and  afterwards  abandoned  by  Britain, 
ib*  124. 

Falmouth  in  Maff*ichufrt*9  Bay  burnt  by  the  Britifli  men  of  war,  i.  244.  Reprifals 
ordered  by  the  Americans  for  this  injur)',  ib. 

Fanfliawc>,  Capt.  with  his  fingle  fliip,  flop's  the  procrrefs  of  the  FrcLch  fleet,  ii-  26. 

Farmer,  Cap:,  hii  delparatc  valour  and  death,  ii.  41. 
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Farmer,  Mr,  left  u  an  hofUge  with  the  KCahrattas,  ii.  273.  The  council  of 
Bombay  break  the  treaty,  and  leave  him  in  the  hands  of  the  barbarians,  ia^. 
>75*  who  neverthclefs  fet  him  at  liberty,  i^,  184. 

Favourite  floop;  infultcd  by  the'  Spaniards  at  Falkland*s  Iflands,  i.  its. 
Fayette,  Marquis  de,  challenges  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  i.  431.  Arrives  in  America 
with  M.  de  Temay,  *A.  470.  Prepares  for  an  expedition  to  Canada,  and 
publishes  a  memorial  to  the  Canadians,  ii.  472.  Comes  to  the  relief  of  Vir- 
ginia, ii.  49B.  Reinforced  by  Gen.  Wayne,  H.  500.  Repulfes  an  attack  on 
his  out  pofby  iS.  500. 

Feathers-tavem,  an  alTociation  there  gives  rife  to  the  DifTcnterB  bill  in  I77t, 
i.  114.     . 

Fergufon,  Or  Adam,  refufed  a  pafsport  from  Gen«  Wafbington,  i.  4ao.  The 
General's  condu(Sl  approved  by  the  Congrefs,  <^  41 1. 

Fergufop,  Col.  defeated  and  killed  in  N.  Carolina*  i.  479.  An  eitraordinary 
markOman,  iA. 

Fergufon,  Mr.  Govemor  of  Tobago,  makes  a  vigorous  defence,  ii.  51.  Forced 
by  the  inhabitants  to  furrender,  ih.  52 

Field- deputies,  bad  confequtnces  of  employing  them  inE  Indies,  i.  50. 

Fielding,  Capt,  feizes  fome  Dutch  tranfporu  before  a  declaration  c»f  var^  xl. 
66.  which  are  condemned  by  the  Admiralty,  iA. 

Fire-arms  greatly  dreaded  by  -the  Aliatics,  ii.  264. 

Fire-ihipsdextroufly  avoided  by  the  Britiih  fleet  before  Gibraltar,  ii.  6s 

Fiflieries,  value  of  the  American,  i.    aoi. 

Fletcher,  Sir  Robert,  his  account  of  the  (laughter  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mar« 
rawa,  ii.  244.  Arrcflcdin  the  £.  Indies  by  Lord  Figot,  iA.  s^^v 

Fletcher,  Col.  fent  to  reinforce  Col.  Baiilie,  xi.  300.  Is  killed  in  the  engage- 
ment with  Hyder  Ally,  iA.  30a. 

Florida,  W.  fetdements  on  the  Mifllffippi,  annexed  to  it,  reduced  by  the  Spa* 
niards,  i.  459.    The  whole  province  reduced  by  them,  ii.  63, 

Flour  allowed  to  be  imported  from  America,  i.  64. 

Forbes,  Major,  defeats  the  Mahractas,  ii.  285. 

Foder,  Mr,  his  account  of  the  feafons  in  high  fouthern  latitudes,  i.  ta^. 

Forts,American,  fcveralof  them  deftroyed.  i.  378. 

Foudroyant  man  of  war  takes  the  Pcgafc  of  74  guns,  ii.  i»9. 

Fowey  man  of  war.  Lord  Dunmore  fends  his  family  aboard,  i.  235. 

Fox,  Mr  Charles,  oppofcs  Lord  North's  plan  with  re^^rd  to  America,  i.  195. 
Propofes  an  extraordinary  amendment  on  the  prohibitory  bill,  iA.  263.  His 
motion  refpetSting  Admiral  Keppcl^  fleet,  ii.  90.  Moves  for  an  addrefs  to  re- 
move Lord  Sandwich,!^.  94.  Duel  between  him  and  Mr  Adam,  iA.  1 17.  Oppofea 
the  addrefs  in  1781  ii.  377.  Is  againll  granting  anyfupplies,  iA,  385.  Shews 
the  inconfifleucy  of  the  condudt  of  miniflry,  iA.  398.  His  motion  on  the 
want  of  fucccfs  oy  fea,  {^401.  Is  appointed  Secretary  of  State, /*,  Writea 
to  the  Ruffian  ambaflador  concerning  a  general  peace,  iA  432,  Rcllgns  hia 
place,  iA,  436.  Gives  reafons  in  the  Houfe  of  Conmions  for  his  refignatioo, 
iA.  438.     I)efends  his  coalition  with  Lord  North,  iA.   446, 

France,  Treaty  concladed  betwixt  France  and  America  in  1778,  i.  403.  En- 
deavours to  overthrow  the  Biitifh  power  in  India,  ii,  335.  Treaty  betwixt 
France  and  America,  Afpendix,   p.  1.  ^ 

Franklin,  Or,  his  declaration  concerning  Gov«  Hutchifon's  letters,  i.  153* 

Frafcr,  Gen.  defeats  and  takes  prifoner  Gen.  Thomfon,  i.  278  Entirety  def- 
troys  the  American  army,  iA.  344     Is  killed,  iA  368 

Freehold,  battle  at,  between  Sir  H.  Clinton  and  the  Americans,  i   414 

French,  in  1756,  fuperior  in  wealth  and  £.  India  poffeflions  to  the  li^igfifh,  i.  4 
Their  power  in  Bengal  totally  overthrown  by  the  battle  of  Plaiffy,  iA  15 
Shew  a  ftrong  attachment  to  the  Americans  in  1776,*^  31a  Quarrcb  be- 
tween the  French  and  Americans  at  Bofton  and  Charleflon,  x^  444.  New 
difTentions  on  account  of  the  bad  fuccefs  at  Savannah,  iA  458  1  he  French 
commanders  thanked  by  Qongrefs  after  the  capture  of  Lord  Comwallis 
1^511  Meflage  of  the  French  King  in  1778,  announced  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  ii.  t    Aflifl  Hyder  Ahy,i^  267 

FuIIarton,  Dr,  alone  efcapes  from  tbe'liaughter  of  the  Deputies  by  Mir  CofHUf 
i,a6 


INDEX.  41 

PuIlArton,  Col.  duel  betwixt  him  and  E.  Shelburne,  ii.  146.  Objctfbions  to  hi» 
having  the  command  of  an  Engiifli  regiment,  ib.  i  jo.  Subdues  the  Coimbatour 
country  in  India,  ii    370 

Fultah,  a  fmall  village  to  which  the  fugitives  from  Calcutta  rcforted  m-i'^^6,u 
5.  Their  miferablc  Ctuation,  ih. 

Futty  Sing,  an  Indian  Prince,  concludes  a  treaty  with  Gen.  Goddard,ii.  983; 


Crage,Gen.  arrtvcaat  Boflon,i.  157.  DifToIvestheafTembly  by  his  fecretary,  i6. 161. 
They  rcfufe  to  admit  him,  ib.  He  reads  the  proclamation,  on  the  iVairs,  f5, 
Iflucs  a  proclamation  againlt  their  lolcmn  league  and  coveuant,  il>.  1 6j.  At- 
tempts tofupprefs  the  town  meetings,  t^.  167.  Prepares  for  war,  li.  169.  For- 
I  tifies  Dofton-ne^k,  i6»  170.  His  company  of  cadets  disband  themfelves,/^* 
171.  Calls  a  getleral  aHembly,  and  in  vain  countermand*  it  by  a  proclamation, 
if.  172.  The  aflcmbly*s  rcmonftrance,  with  his  replv,  i6.  173.  Is  accufed  of 
breach  of  faith,  f]^.  176.  Letter  of  the  Congrcfs  to  him,  iV-.  177.  Orders  for 
deflroying  fomc  ftorcs  at  Concord,  which  occafions  the  commencement  of 
hoftilitics,  ib.  212.  Declarrs  the  Americans  in  rebellion,  it,  ei7« 

Galloway,  Mr  his  evidence  againfl  Lord  and  Gen  Howe,  ii.  105. 

Galvez,  Don  Bernard  de,  reduces  the  Biltifli  fetilements  on  the  Miffiffippi,  i- 
459.  and  Wet\  Florida^  ii.  62. 

Oafton,  Don  commands  the  fleet  againft  Minorca  in  conjundtion  with  Don 
Louis  dc  Cordova,  it.  t\2» 

Gates,  Gtn.  extremely  formidable  to  the  royal  army,  t.  365.  Attempts  to  make 
him  divide  his  army,  it.  307.  His  humanity  to  his  pnloncrs,  it.  1369.  Polltenef* 
at  the  capitulation  of  Gen.  Burgoyne,  t3.  371.  Letter  from  him  to  the  E.  of 
Ihanet,  it.  407.  Is  defeated  by  CornwalJisat  Camden,  it.  46^.  Superfcded  by 
Gen  Greene,  it.  48'^. 

Geary,  Ad.  fuccecds  Ad.  Hardy,  ii-  3S.    Is  fucceeded  by  Ad.  Darby,  it.  39, 

Gcils,  Major,  gives  information  of  the  wcaknefs  of  FortTrincomale,ii.  316- 

Gentoos,  the  Hindus,  of  Hinduflan  improperly  fo  called,  i.i^.etfeq* 

Cieorgia,  reduced  by  Col  Campbell  and  Gen.  Prevoll  i.  438. 

Gerard,  the  firft  French  ambafl'ador  arrives  in  America,  i.  417.  His  letter  of  cre- 
dence, tt. 

Germaiuey  Lord  Gcorj^e,  announces  the  misfortune  of  Gen.  Burgoync,  to  Parlia- 
meur,  i.  382.  Cenfured  on  account  of  fomc  exprefConft  againft  thegcneral,  iff. 
383.  Created  a  peer,  ii.  402 

German-  Town,  Americans  defeated  there,  i.  353. 

Germany,  Emperor  of,  attempts  an  alliance  with  the  Court  of  Poonah,  in  the  E. 
Indies,  !i-  270 

Gibraltar,  blockaded  by  the  Spaniards,  ii.  55.  UiiAiccefsful  attempts  made  by 
them,  it.  60.  Relieved  by  Ad.  Rodney,  i^.  laj.  Reduced  afterwards  to 
Citre.r.e  dirtreft,  it,  2c 6.  Exccffive  high  prices  of  provifions  there,  rf.  «c7.  Re- 
lieved by  Admiral  Darby, /^,  Dreadful  bombardment, /^.  ££9.  The  town 
entirely  de  ft  roved,  rV-.  The  Spanifli  *vorks  dcmoliflied,  it.  an.  Dukede  Crillon 
appointed  to  carry  on  the  iiege  after  the  rcdu<£lion  of  Minorca,;^.  212.  NeW 
kind  of  battering  lhip«i  invented  by  the  Chevj  de  Arcon,  »/•.  a  ?o.  Vaft  quantity 
of  limber  employed  in  their  con flrudi ion, »*.  afii.  Immenfc^ number  of  ar- 
tillery collected  for  the6nal  attj»ck,  x^.  Works  of  the  Spaniards  deftroyed  a 
fccond  time,  it,  224.  A  French  and  Spanifli  fquadron  repulfcdby  Capt  Cur- 
tis, it.  Final  attempt  of  the  Spaniards  defeated,  it.  a«5.  Gibraltar  ukimalcly  re- 
lieved by  Lord  Howe,  it.  232.  ttfeq. 

Gbfgow,  frigate,  her  el'capc  i.  2l>7, 

Glafgow  city  raifes  a  regiment  by  voluntary  fubfcription,  it,  390.  Difturbancet 
there  on  account  of  the  Popifh  bill,  ii.  80.  ^^  ^ 

G!orieux,one  of  Rodney *s  prizes,  founders  at  fea,  ii.  ?3^. 

Glouccrlicr  point  fortifici  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  i*  502.  Skirmifli  there  betwixt  th« 
Britiih  and  Americans,  1^.  507.  Lord  Cornwallis  attempts  in  vain  to  carry  hi» 
troops  thither,  ^^09, 

G'oncefter.  duke  of,  votes  with  the  minority  ii,  iig. 
Vol  VI.  f  , 
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Goddard,Col  joins  Col  Lcflic  in  an   expedition  again  ft  the  Mahratlaa,  mftys. 
Succeeds  to  the  command  on  LclUc's  death  f*,  t73*  His  treaty  with   the  Rajah 
of  Bcrar.i^,  Meets  with  jjrreatdiOiculties.i^   a75»    Arrives  at  Surat,  aJ,   m78^ 
Empowered  to  treat  with  the  Mvihratta«,  »*,a79»    Made  a   bigadier-gcncraJ, 
ib.  Makes  an  alliance  with  Futty  Sing,  »>,  283,  Takes  Amcchbad.  the  capital  of 
Guz2rat,  r^,  984,  Defeats  Scindia^the  Mahfatta  General,  i*,  285 
Goddard,  Gen,  takes  Amedabad.ii,  284 
Godeheu,  M,  concludes  a  treaty  for  the  French  in  India,  1,4 
Gohud,  Ranna  of,  concludes  an  alliance  with  the  India  Company,  11,  283 
Gordon,  Lord  Geo. heads  the  Piotcftant  Affociation.  11.  8?,     Meets  ajaftaf- 
fembly  and  carries  their  petition  to  parliament,  ^,  83,  His  ftrange  bchaTOor 
in  parliament,  ib,  84.  Is  committed  to  the  Tower,  tried,  and  acquitted,  1^,  89 
Gorec  in  Africa  taken  by  Sir  Ed  Hughes  on  his  way  to  India  in  i779»  »'  35 
GQvemeur,  Mr  cruelly  treated  at  St  Euftatiu-,  11,  387  . 

Government,  BritiQi,  the  friends  of  it  take  refuge  m  Bofton,  1,  173- 
Government  houfc  in  Barbadcies  dcftroyed  by  an  earthquake,  11,  43 
Gower,  Earl,  appointed  Lord  rrcfident  of  the  Council,  1,  64 
•Grafton,  duke  of,  appointed  Secretary  of  State,  1^41 ,  Appointed  firft  Lord  of  the 
Trcafury  ib,  45,  Rcfigns  ib,  8o,Dcfcrts  admimftrauon  r^  «6o,  Refigna  the  Privy 
Seal,  f^  263,  His-conciHatory  propofal  for  Americ?,?^  «7a.  His  lemonflrancc 

on  the  augmentation  of  the  civil  lift,iA,  .^«7  . 

GranlTy,  young  Marquis  of,  moves  for  a  ceflation  of  hoftihties  with  America,  i,  8J9 

Rcjc<flcd,  ib.  380  u    «r  »  J-       ••   -. 

Grant,  Maior  gen.  fent  with  50CO  troops  tothcW.  Indies,  11. 6       ^ 

Grattan,  Mr  hismotion  for  a  fliort  mutiny  bil!,ii,  416,  Fropofcs the  independence 
of  Ireland,  ib,  428,  His  celebrated  fpecch  on  his  fe.ond  motion  for  a  declara- 
tion of  rights,  ib,  429,  431,  IriOi  parliament  vote  him  50,000!,  tb,  43« 

Graves,  Ad  arrives  with  fix  men  of  war  in  America, ',  471 ,  His  engagement  wuft 
de  Graffe,  1*,  504      ,  ... 

Great  Bridge,  Lord  Dunmorc  defeated  there,  1,  «39  . 

Green,  Gen.  oppofes  the  Britifli  with  fuccefs,  -,  47^  » .,f  "cceed.  gen-  Gat«  m  the 
command,!*,  483,  Defeated  by  Comwall.s  at  Gu.lford,  tb,  489.  and  by  Lord 
Rawdon,  k  495;  R^^overs  mod  of  the  S.  colonic.,  ib,  497.  Attempts  to  drive 
the  Britifli  out  of  the  Carolinas,  ii,  i75»  l>f<^aied  at  Eutaw  Springs,  f^  176 

Greenfield  in  Connet5licut  burnt,  i,  448 

Greenfieldin  Virginia  burnt,  1,28;  ••       o      ^      u  :..»r«.«^tnr 

Greenwich  hofpifal  debate  on  the  management,  n.  108,  On  the  appomttncnt  of 
firH.PallifertobeGov.z^  168  ^       ,       •    .-- 

Gregory  an  American  brig.  Gen.  killed  at  Camden, .,  467 

Grenvillc's  bill  on  controverted  eleaions  paired,  1,83  .         .si      -      c 

Grenville,  Mr  moves  a  remarkable  amendment  to  the  addrefs  in  1780,  „,  ,6, 

Grenada  deduced  by  the  French,  ii,  a6.    Inhabitants  cruelly  treated  1^  155 

Griffith,  Capt  killed  at  Marlinico,  11,28 

Crifwold,  fort  taken  by  florm, i,  504. 

Gualior  a  ftrong  E.  India  fortrcis  reduced, r,  285  ^ 

Gucrnfey  Illand,  French  meditate  an  atte  upt  upon  ir,  ii>  35         ,    .    .  ,  . .      ^    . 

Guichen,  M  d«,  leaves  the  American  coafl,  i,  47.,  ^"^^S^^^Vj^fJ^^Vd  ^  tnd 
Rodnev,ii,  ag,  !«  Joi"^^  by  a  Spanidi  fquadron,  fb,  3;,  ^/"'fi^'flf***  "''*"'* 
ioin3thcSpaniaincct,»^3q>  Sails  from  BrcR  to  j.na  tae  Spamih  fleet.,f,ai  , 
Defirious  of  attacking  the  Britilh  fleet,  »^  114  , 

Guildford,  Gen,  Green  defeated  by  Cornwall^  there, ',  4^9 

Gun-boats  garrifm  of  Gibraltar  annoyed  by  them,  11,  208 

Cuntoor  Circar  in  the  E,  Indies  unjuftly  taken  from  Bazalct  Jung,  n,  98 . ,  Ref- 
tored,  ibf  304 

H 

Kck?Kpriv;do?hUcomn,imo„  a.  Col.  of  Gen  Gag.',  c,d«v. .;. 
"  MaTec'hairian  of  the  provincial  congrcf..  .i.  «  J3  Exccptcd.ttom  au  mdcamty 
•ffered  by  Gen  Gaje^  ib,  »i  7  ^ 
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Hannibal',  a  JVench  man  of  war  makes  a  luq>riring  efcapr,  il.  196.  An  Englifli  fhip 
«f  waf-  |£tkeir  in  the  £aft  Indicf ,  it.  336. 

HanoviirMitrcroo)>»,  their  introdu6kiou  into  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  rcfented  tf 
oppofition^  i.^  ■/)«.         '         ' 

Hardy,  Sir.t^uirles,  fucceed)  Admiral  Kepp«>l,  ii.  ;^4.  Oppofes  the  combined  fleetf , 
ii.  37.     Dies  and  in  fuccceded  by  Admiral  Geary,  rl»  38. 

Harldud,(  Sir  R.  commands  in  Admiral  Kcppels  flees  i'-  ^5* 

Harklmcr,-  an  American  Gencml  otfft^ed  and    kir«cd,  i.  361. 

Harper,  Colonel,  ofTcnds  Hyder  Ally  by  marching  through  his  country,  ii.  a8^ 
The  command  taken  from  him,  t6,  289. 

Harris,  Mr,  fends  an  account  to  Britain  of  the  Spanifli  tranfaflions  at  Falkland* 
Iflands,  i.  123. 

Hanly,  Mr,  his  conciliatory  plan  with  America  rejcded,  u   205. 

Haiiz,  a  R«hiJ!a  prince,  defeated  and  killed,  ii.  248. 

Haftings,  Mr,  wich  Mr  Vanfittart,  concludes  a  treaty  with  MirCoffiro,  i.  ar. 
Attempts  to  keep  peace  in  India,  ii.  X69.  Concludes  a  treaty  with  Sujah  Dow- 
lah,  //.  319.  His  journey  to  Benares,  </.  322.  Makes  extravagant  demands  on 
«htt  Rajah,  U,  323.  Rcfufcs  his  defence,  ii,  324.  Puts  him  under  arrcft,  iS 
His  inirepid  condudl,  ii,     U  in  great  danger,  iS.  327. 

Hatfield  in*Mafl'achufetts-BHy  the  only  town  that  oppofes  the  popular  proceed- 
ings, i.  61,  62. 

Heath,  an  AnTcrican  general,  receives  the  French  troops  at  Rho^e  liland,  i.  471. 

Hcdor,  one  of  Rodney's  prizci*,  loft  at  fea,  ii.  238, 

Hefll',  troops  furniflied  thence  againft  the  Americans,  i.  257.  Obnoxious  to  the 
Americans,.  Of.  305.     A  number  taken  at  Trenton,  ib.  304. 

HiUlborough,.Lord,  appointed  Secretary  of  State/ i.  58,  64. 

Hohin,  Mr,  cruelly  treited  at  St  Euftatius,  ii,  387. 

Holkar,  an  Indian  prince,  account  of  his  dominions,  ii.  265.  ^ 

Holland,  dates  of,  rcfufe  the  Scots  brigade  to  affift  againft  tne  Americans,  1.  257. 
Lord  Howe  fails  to  their  coafts  to  confine  their  fleet,  ii.  230. 

Hollandia,  a  Dutch  fhip  of  68  guns,  funk  after  the  engagement  with  Ad.  Parker, 
ii    201. 

Holland,  Mr,  his  negociations  with  the  Nizam  of  thcDecan,  ii.  289. 

Holt,  Mr,  a  prhjter  in  Virginia,  his  ntenlils  carried  off  by  Lord  Dunmore,  i.  241. 

Holts,  Mr,  endeavours  to  reconcile  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the  Muhrattait, 
ii.  270. 

Hoi  well,  Mr,  treachery  of  Surijah  Dowlah  to  him,  i.  5. 

Honduras,  Spanianls  driven  from  thence,  ii-  237. 

Hood,  Sir  Sam.  arrives  off  Chcfapeak  to  affift  tornwallis,  i.  502.  Engagemcnti 
between  him  and  dc  Graffc,  ii.  46,  178. 

Hopkins,,  appointed  AA.  of  the  American  fleet,  plunders  the  Bahamaiflands,  i.  29^. 

Horfes  how  fed  in  India,  ii.  264. 

Hotham,  Commodore,  fcnt  to  the  W.  Indies  along  with  Gen.  Grant,  ii.  6. 

Hoogley  id  the  E.  Indies  reduced  by  Ad.  Watfon  and  Col  Clive,  i.  7. 

HouJe-tai  laid  on,  i.  405. 

Howe,  Gen.  arrives  at  Staten  Ifland,  i.  288.  Joined  by  his  brother,  i$.  Pub- 
liflics  a  declaration  to  the  Americans,  i6.  Writes  a  letter  to  Gen.  Waihington, 
which  the  latter  will  not  receive,  i6.  289.  Defeats  the  Provincials  at  Long 
Ifland,  16.  290.  Commended  by  Lwrd  Corn walHs,  M.  291.  Takes  N.  York, 
j'^.  294.  Over-runs  the  Jerfeys,  il.  295.  Attempts  to  force  Gen.  Waihington 
to  a  decifivc  bflttle,  i6,  296,  336.  His  expedition  agamft  Philadelphia,  iS,  337, 
347.  Difficulties  attending  it,  ii.  Proceeds  by  the  way  of  Chefapcak,  li.  De- 
feats the  Americans  at  Brandy  wine,  i6.  348.  Takes  Philadelphia,  i6,  351. 
Kefignn  the  command  to  Sir  H,  Clinton,  16^  412.  Prcffes  an  enquiry  into  the 
€o^du<a  of  the  American  war,  ii.  96.  Examination  of  witnclTcs  againft  him» 
ib.  105: 

Howe,  Lord,  faih  with  a  great  fleet  and  army  to  America,  i.  288.  Write*  a 
letter  to  Gen.  Waihington,  which  the  latter  will  not  receive, /i.  289.  Attempt* 
to  negociate  with  Congrefs  after  the  battle  at  Long  Ifland,  i&,  291.  Drives  the 
Provincials  from  their  works  at  N.  York,  i6,  295.  Sails  for  Philadelphia,  ii, 
347.  Clc.nr5  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware,  16.  351.  Enters  into  the  difpute 
bctwixl  Ad.  Kcppel  and  Pallifer,  ii.  92.  Accufcd  of  fcttinga  bad  example  to 
navy  officers,  i6.  95.  Preffes  an  inquiry  into  the  comiutfl  of  the  Americao  war, 
iS.  96,     Se;:  Hoivf,  Ct/t, 
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Howe.  Gen.  Robert  an  American,  behaves  (hamefully,  i.  440. 

Hughes,  Sir  Ed.  takes  Goree,  ii.  35.  Sends  a  letter  from  Hydcf  Ally  to  the 
Secretary  et'  State  in  England,  ii.  293.  Relieves  TelUcherty,  iS,  304.  De- 
Aroys  Hydcr's  (hipping,  iL,  310.  Reduces  I'rincomale,  it,  315.  His  hun»-^ 
Di(y  to  the  vauquiibcd,  U.  Arrives  at  Madras,  il,  336.  Takes  fix  prizes,  iL 
337.    Defeats  M.  Sufirein,  ii,  338.      His  laSt  engagement  with  Su/Trciny  ic, 

Hudfon*s  Bay  fetttemcnts  reduced  by  M.  Vaudrcui),  ii.  236. 

Humberilone,  Col.  dcieauTippoo  Saib  and  M.  Lally,  ii.  356. 

Hunt,  Capt.  his  tranfadicns  with  the  Spaniards,  i.  120,  12 1. 

Hurricane  in  the  W.  Indies,  ii.  42.  la  effeds  at  Barbadocs,  it,  43*  at  St  Loda, 
ii.  at  Jamaica,  ii.  44.  On  the  French  iHauds,  ii.  45.  Damages  the  ifaippiog, 
ii.     One  at  Madras,  ii,  354. 

Hutchinfou,  Gov.  of  N.  England,  animoilties  on  account  of  his  letters  fcnt  to 
England,  i.  135.     They  occafion  a  duel,  ii.  153. 

Hyder  Ally,  his  origin  and  conquefls,  i.  49.  Defeated  at  Enore,  by  Col.  Smyth, 
ii.  $0.  Ravages  the  Carnatic,  iX  51.  Defeated  at  Mulwagjrul,  i5.  Suddenly 
appears  before  Madras,  and  accedes  to  a  peace,  ii.  52.  The  Nizam  of  the  Oe- 
can  threatens  to  join  him,  ti.  288.  Hyder  incenfed  againft  the  prefidency  o£ 
Madras,  ii.  290.  They  attempt  to  negociate  with  him,  ii.  291.  Prepares  for 
war,  ii.  292.  Invades  the  Britiih  dnmioious,  ii.  294.  Engages  Col.  Baiiiic, 
r^.  299.-  Takes  Arcot,  i^.  307.  Aflembles  a  vaft  army,  308.  Is  defeated  by 
Sir  Eyre  Coote,  ik.  311.  Defeated  by  him  again,  ii.  313,  and  ag^n,s^3i4. 
His  reafons  for  invkding  the  Caroatic,  ii.  339.  His  laH  defeat  by  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  ii,  346.     His  death  and  diaradlcr,  ii,  358. 

I 

Jail-fever  deftroys  numbers  of  ilie  adherents  of  Lord  Dunmore  in  Virginia,  i.  242. 
James,  Col.  his  unfortunate  method  of  increuling  the  power  of  monars,  i.  283. 
Jamaica,  ifland  of,  petition   againft  commencing  hoftilitics  witli  America,  i.  44. 

£fife<5l  of  the  hurricane  in  1780,  ii.  47,     lolurredtion  of   the  negroes  there,  ii, 

311.     Attack  on  it  projeAcd  by  the  French  and  Spaniards,  ii.  i8l.     Forces  car- 
ried out  by  M.  Vaudreuil  for  the  purpofc,  ii.  216.     Jaaiaica  fleet  arrives  fafe 

in  1782,  ii.  231. 
Jarvis,  Capt.  of  the  Foudroyant,  takes  the  J*cpfc  man  of  war  of  74  guns,  ii.  229. 
Jerfey,  Ifland,  attempt  of  the  French  upon  it  m  1779,  ii.  ^S'      -Another  attempt 

by  RuUecourt  in  1781,  ii.  192.     Miniftry  blamed  on  account  of  iu  defencclcis 

ftate,  ii.   113. 
Jerfcy,  New,  ovcmm  by  the  Royal  army,  i.  295,  430.     The  Britifh  forces  almoft 

expelled  it,  ib.  3c6. 
Jews  driven  out  of  St  Euflatius,  ii.  7a. 
India,  account  of  fome  of  the  powers  there,  ti.  %6s»     Bad  method  of  maaagiog 

their  artillery,  ii.  264. 
India  Committee,  reports  of,  to  the  H.  of  Commons,  ii.  44a. . 
Indians,  the  American,   Lord  Dunmore*s  letter  to  one  of  their  Chielk,  i.  241. 

Stirred  up  by  the  Brtifli  agents  againft  the  Americans,  ii,  308.    Their  cruelties 

prejudicial  to  the  Britifh  caufc,  359. 
Indians  of  Afu,  regard  exprefled  by  them  for  Lord  Pigot  in  the  E.  Indies,  ii-  255. 
Indemnity,  bill  of,  propofed  by  Lord  North  for  bringing  the  Hanoverian   troops 

into    Minorca  and   Gibraltar,  i.  260.      Duplicity  of  Lord  North  regarding 

it,  ii.  268. 
Influence,  undue,  debated  in  the  H.  of  Lords,  ii.  121.     Mr  Dunnings  motion  on 

the  influence  of  the  Crown,  ii.  151. 
fngleficld,  Capt.  of  the  Centaur,  his  bravery  in  Rodney's  engagement  with  Dc 

Grafle,  ti.  185.     His  extreme  diftrefs  at  fea,  ii,  239. 
Infurredion,  dreadful,  at  London  in  1780,  ii.  82. 
Invafloo  ot  Britain  threatened  by  the  French,  ii.  36^ 
John,  St,  the  fort  taken  by  the  Americans,  i.  228. 
John  the  Painter,  account  of  his  adventures,  i.  313. 

Johnfon,  Com.  his  engagement  with  SufTrein,  ii.  196.  Takes  and  deftroys  a  nnm- 
•    her  of  Dutch  fliips  in  the  Bay  of  Saldanha,  ii,  J97.    Relieves  the  Kings  of  Ti^ 

d'ore  and  Ttrnate,  ii. 
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Jones,  Paul,  plunders  I^ord  Selkirk's  houfe,  ii.  40.  Attempts  to  burn  White- 
haven,/^.  Unfuccefsful  attempt  on  Lcith,  ib.  41.  Iiu^agcnient  with  the  Sc- 
rapie and  Scarborough,  ib,     Capt.  Pcarfon's  account  of  the  engagement,  ib, 

Ireland  benefitted  by  its  commerce  with  the  American  Colonics  after  they  had  left 
Britain,  i.  4%.  DifirciTes  of  that  ifland  during  the  American  war,  ii.  414. 
Rciicfpropofed  in  Parliament,  ib.  415.  Earl  Nugent  propofes  to  remove  fomc 
of  the  reftridions  on  trade,  ib,  416,  Debates  on  the  fubjcA,  ib.  Account  of 
the  relief  propofcd,  ib,  418.  Rcfufal  of  it  rcfcnted  by  the  Irilh,  ib.  419.  Mi- 
litary affociations  formed,  ib.  420.  Miniftry  blamed  by  Lord  Shclburne  for  bad 
management  of  the  Irilh  affairs,  ib.  43a.  l^ord  North's  propolitions  for  relief, 
ib,  4a5.  The  people  ftill  dilTatisfied,  ib.  Mr  Grattan's  ntotion  for  a  ftiort  mu- 
tiny bill,  ib.  4a6.  Refolutionsof  the  Volunteers  at  Duogannon  for  redrefs  of 
frievances,  ib,  417.  Mr  Eden's  motion  in  iavour  of  it, /^.  428.  MeHagefrom 
is  Majcfty  concerning  it,  ib,  Mr  Grattan's  motion  for  the  independence  of 
Ireland,  ib.  His  fecond  motion  agreed  to,  i/*,  429.  Addrefs  to  his  Majefly, 
ib.  431..    Vote  50,0001.  te  Mr  Grattan,  and  so,coo  feamen.  ib,  432. 

liTequibo  taken  by  the  Britifh,  ii.  70. 

June.     See  Bazalci. 

Juftice,  bill  for  its  adminiilration  in  N.  England,  i,  147. 

fves,  Mr,  his  charader  of  Sarajah  Dowlah,  i.  5.  Hia  excufe  for  the  treachery  of 
the  Bngliih,  ib,  la. 

K  * 

Kafkakias,  an  Indian  fettlement,  dcflroycd  by  the  Americans,  i.  435. 

Kalbe,  Baron  de,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Camden,  i.  467.  His  dying  encomium 
upon  the  Americans,  ib. 

Kempenfeldt,  A  dm.  intercepts  a  convoy  from  Breft,  ii.  216,  Drowned  in  the 
Royal  George,  ib.  231. 

JCcppel,  Adm.  puts  to  fea  with  the  grand  fleet,  ii.  13,  Returns,  ib.  14.  En- 
gages the  French  fleet,  ib.  16.  Which  retires  to  Brcft, /^.  17.  DilTentions  and 
trial  of  the  admiral,  ib,  18.  Is  acquitted  and  thanked,  ib.  2t.  Fox*s  motion 
refpedling  his  fleet,  ib.  90.  Enters  into  the  difpute  concerni'ng  Sir  H.  Pallifer, 
ib.  92.  Accufed  of  fctting  a  bad  example  to  the  officers  of  the  navy,  ib,  95. 
RcfIe<5lions  on  hini,  ib.  168. 

Kincr,  Cem.  his  courage  in  an  engagement  with  Suffrcin,  ii.  339. 

King's  Bench  prifon  burnt  by  the  mob,  ii.  88- 

Knyphaufen,  Gen,  contributes  to  the  defeat  of  the  Americans  at  Brandy- Wine, 
i.  3^0. 

L 

Lacedemonian,  anecdote  of  a  brave  one,  ii.  399. 

Langdale,  Mr,  Diftillcr  in  Holborn,  his  works  burnt  by  the  mob,  ii/88. 

Lally,  M.  defeats  Col.  Braithwaitc,  Ii.  344.  His  humanity  to  the  vanquilhcd,  ii, 
345.     Defeated  by  Col.  Humbcrftone,  li.  356. 

Land-tax  raifcd  in  1775,  i.  462.     Bill  propofed  to  be  delayed,  ii.  385. 

Lang,  Col.  with  Col.  Fullarton  invades  the  fouthcrn  part  of  Tippoo  Sahcb's  domi- 
nions, ii.  370. 

L^ngara,  Don,  defeated  by  Rodney,  ii.  56. 

Laurel  Ihip  of  war  wrecked  near  Martinico,  ii.  45. 

Laurens,  Henry,  Prefidcnt  of  the  Congrcfs,  taken  prifoner  by  the  Britiih,  ii,  67. 
rcleafed,  ib,  400. 

Law,  Mr,  a  planter  in  Tobago,  his  patriotifm ,  ii.  50. 

Lee,  Gen,  taken  prifoner,  i.  298.     Difgraced,  ib.  425. 

Legcr,  Co).  St,  bcfieges  Fort  Stanwijr,  i.  360.     Indians  defert  him,  ib,  364. 

Lcllic,  Col.  his  expedition  to  Charleftown,  i.  482. 

I^eilie,  Colonel,  his  expedition  to  Poonah,  ii.  27a.  Takes  Calpy  in  £.  Indies,  «£. 
His  death,  ib.     Succeeded  by  Col.  Goddard,  ib,  ' 

Lcxift^ton,  fkirmifli  there,  i.  212. 

Licenicsto  velTcls  bound  to  America,  debates  concerning  them,  i.  073. 

I^icornc,  a  French  (hip,  bad  condH<5l  of  her  cummanuer,  ii.  13. 

I>iiKoin,  Gen.  his  bad  condud^,  ib.  365.     Obliges  G^n.  Prevoit  to  retire,/^.  442* 

Lion  man  of  war  ihattcrcd  in  an  engagement  witli  d'Ellaing,  ii.  26. 
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l.iverpool,  difloH>anccs  there  in  1 776,  i.  255* 

Livery  Aflbciated,  account  of  it.  i.  388. 

Lift er,  Mr,  his  cTidcocc  conccrninjj  the  Newfoundland  fiflicry,  I.  aoc- 

Loan  for  the  year  1781,  dt^batcson,  ii.  170. 

London,  remarkable  petition  and  rc;m/>n(lrance  of  the  eity,  i.  So.  Another  peti- 
tion rejcdcJ,  ii,  pT.  Lord  Mayor  eives  in  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the  Amcii- 
cans  r^.  J 43.  Petition  of  the  merchants  to  the  fame  purpofe  rejeded,  i^.  199. 
Another  petition  from  the  city  to  the  King,  ri.  ao6.  Thu  city  refufes  toraifea 
regiment,  h,  389.  Infurredion  there  in  1780,  ii.  82.  Vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Dakc  of  Richmond,  &c.  i6.  124. 

I^ord  Mayor  of  London,  his  motion  for  an  inquiry  into  licenfes  granted  to  vcficls 
rrading  to  America,  i.  273.  His  endeavours  to  raife  a  regiment  prove  oa- 
fuccelsful,  U.  390. 

Long,  Mr,  kil!ed  in  the  attickof  Trincomale,  ii.  316. 

Long  Ifland  off  Carolina,  Brkifh  troops  diftreffed  there,  i.  285. 

Long  Ifland,  near  N.  York,  Americans  defeated  there,  i.  29c.  They  make  a 
fuccefflful  incurfion,    ii.  334. 

Lords,  Houfe  of,  violent  uproar  there,  ii.  122. 

Lowther,  Sir  Ja.  his  law-fuit  with  the  D.  of  Portland,  i.  6$-  His  motion  =gainft 
tbcintiodudion  of  Hanoverian  troops,  ii.  260.  On  the  duel  betwixt  Mr  FuHar- 
ton  and  Lord  Sbelburne,  ii.  14%  His  motion  againft  continuing  the  American 
war,  ii.  392. 

Loyalifts  in  Virginia  take  refuge  on  board  of  Dunmore's  fleet,  i.  239*  Defeated 
in  Carolina,  ii.  441.  AlTociation  of  them  at  N.  York,  ii.  468.  A  party  of 
them  maflacred  by  the  Ameriohns,  //.  487.  Scheme  of  Lord  Corn  wallis  to  con- 
vey fome  of  them  outof  ihc  country,  ii.  511. 

Lttbin,  M.  attempts  a  treaty  between  the  French  and  Mabiattas,  ii,  27c-  Dif^ 
miffed  by  the  latter  without  a  hearing,  ii,  276. 

Lucia,  St,  taken  by  the  Britilb,  ii.  7.  Engagement  between  Byron  andd'Eftaicg 
near  it,  ii.  %f.  Damage  done  by  the  hurricane  of  1 780,  ii,  43.  Engagement 
between  De  Graffe  and  Rodney  near  the  ifland,  il,  183. 

Lnmly,  Captain,  killed  in  a  fea  fight,  ii.  351. 

Luttrel,  Col.  chofen  by  miniftry  in  oppolition  to  Mr  Wilkes,  i.  73. 

Luttrel,  Mr  J,  his  motion  concerning  the  removal  of  niiniflcrs,  i.  406- 

Lutterlcb,  Henry,  betrays  M.  la  Mottc,  ii.  191;.     His  charadcr,  ii.  200. 

M 

Macartney,  Lord,  rcfufes  to  capitulate  in. Grenada,  but  finally  fubmits,  iii  2S» 

Macdonald,  Gen.  defeated  by  the  Americans,  i.  28c. 

Mackwonh,  Mr,  attempts  to  get  a  cenfure  paffed  upon  Gen.  Jofeph  Smyth, 
ii-  245. 

Maclellan,  Captain,  killed  in  a  fea  fi^ht,  ii.  349. 

Maclean,  Colonel  hi*  bravery  at  Pcnobfcot,  i.  451. 

Macbridc, Captain,  his  humanity  to  the  French  prifoncrs,  it.  57. 

Macleod,  Lord,  arrives  in  the  £aft  Indies  with  a  regiment, ii.  293. 

Maclcod, Colonel,  with  Colonel  Humberftone,  defeats  Tippoo  iiahcb  and  Lally,  ii. 
357«     Appniated  to  fuccccd  General  Matthews,  ii.  363. 

Macrair,  Mif",  murdered  by  the  li)dian$>,  i.  357. 

Ma'Jari  Row,  a  Mahratta  General  overpowers  the  armies  of  Hyder  Ally,  ii.  267. 

Madras,  rrefidciicy  of,  attack  the  King  of  Tanjore,  i .  142.  Governmeat  tntrc 
fubvcrteJ,//.  249.  Lord  Pigol  arrives  there  in  1775  ii,  252  Hi»  ill  treat- 
ment &c.  j/j  «s'..  ft  fcq,  Stc  jPigoi.  Shameful  behaviour  of  the  Prefldency 
to  Hyder  ;,'.  S65.  They  difagrec  Avith  thofc  of  Bombay  and  Calcutta  ii.  gSi. 
Corrcfpondencc^  between  thcia  and  the  Ni^am  of  Uecan  i/.  290.  Their  negli- 
gcncc  in  preparing  for  war  ii.  Letter  from  Hyder  to  them /^.  291.  Their 
infatuated  condudt  :L  292.  Confufion  occalioned  by  the  invafion  of  Hyder 
iS.  294.  Expedition  by  Colonel  Cofby  //.  296.  Madras  threatened  by  Hyder 
ii.  Contiadiv^ory  oidtr»  fent  to  Colonel  Baillic  ii,  297.  Sir  Edward  Hughes 
arrives  there  ii.  3.^,6,     Dreadful  hurricane  and  famine  iL  354. 

Magazines,  American,  deftroycd  by  the  Britiili,  i.  332. 

Mahc,  a  Frc»ch  fcttlcmcnt,  its  capture  rcfcntcd  by  Hyder,  ii.  290. 
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Mahrattaf,  threaten  Mir  Jafficr,  i.  i6.  Come  to  the  aid  of  Suiah  Dowlah 
bu»are  oWigcd  to  return,  ib.  34.  Account  of  them,  ii.  261.  Their  method  of 
making  war,  ib  263.  Account  of  a  war  betwixt  them  and  Hyder,  ib  aeS.  Be- 
come enemies  to  Britain  through  the  treachery  of  the  Hrcniency  of  Ma'iras 
ih  «68.  War  commences  with  ,them,  ib,  ?eaiQt  concluded  in  1774,  t^  169! 
Treaty  broken  by  the  Britifli,  ib  270.  Defeated  by  the  Bombay  army,  tk  a7a'- 
Accede  to  the  confederacy  againft  the  Britifli,  «i  282  Defeated  by  Captaia* 
Campbell,  ib  285.     Peace  concluded  with  them  in  178  >,  ii  352. 

Maitland,  Colonel,  arrive*  at  Savannah  to  aflift  General  Prevoft,)  4*5, 

Maitland,  Captain,  takes  the  Acflionnaire,  of  74  gnn$,  it  2^9. 

Malabar  Coaft,  Britifh  ftttleraent*  there  endangered,  ii  304. 

Malouioesvoneof  the  names  for  Falkland's  Illan'^,  i  117. 

Malt-tax  bill,  propofal  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  to  dcfav  it,  ii   %Zc, 

Mangalonc  taken  by  General  Matthews,  ii  363.     Bclicged  by  Tippoo  SiiUaun, 

Mansticid,  Lord,  appointed  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  i  64;  and  Speaker  in 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  ib,  79-  "is  remarkable  fpcech  on  commencing  hoailities 
againft  America,  ib.  265,  N,  His  library,  &c.  deftroyed  by  the  mob  in  1780^ 
ii«  07* 

Manchefter,  Duke  of,  makes  a  remarkable  motion  concerning  the  war  with 
France  in  1778,  ii»  4. 

Marque,  letters  of,  granted  by  Congrefs  againft  the  Britifli,  i.  945. 

Markham,  Mr,  the  EngUfli  rcfident  at  Benairc^,  delivers  an  accul'ation  againft 
the  Rajah,  ii.  323.     Puts  him  under  ani  arreft,  ib.  324 

Marawa,  General  Smyth  accufed  of  cruelty  there,  ii.  244. 

Jvlarriage  Adt,  Royal,  paiTcd,  i,  113. 

Marriot,  Sir  Ja.  his  abfurd   information  concerning  the  American  colonies   ii 

Martin,  Mr,  Governor  of  N.  Carolina,  attempts  to  coneiliatc  the  people  with 
Government,  i.  B43.  Is  declared  an  enemy  to  -America,  ib.  Takes  refuge 
on  board  a  floop  of  war,  ib   Deprived  of  his  government,  ib  308 

Martin,  St,  a  Dutch  illand,  reduced,  ii.  69. 

Martinico,  damage  done  there  by  the  hurricane  of  1780,  ii.  45. 

MaflTachufett's  Bay,  AffemMy  ol,  dilTolved  in  1768,  i.  60.  Pec^ple  aflemble  un- 
der the  name  of  a  Convention,  ib  Convention  diiTolved, /i  61.  Bill  for  re- 
gulating the  government  of  the  province,  i^.  146  Bill  for  adminiftration  of 
juftice  there,  ii.  149.  AlTembly  diflblved  in  1774,  i^  >56.  Ucfolution  of 
Congrefs  with  refpevSt  to  Maflachufctt's  Bay,  ib  777.  Reftraining  bill  paficd, 
1^198.  Enmity  between  this  province  and  Parliament, /i.  ai6.  Compadk 
betwixt  it  and  Great  Britain  declared  by  Congrefs  to  bedillblvedj/A.  217. 

Matthews,  General,  invades  the  country  of  Tippoo  Salich,  ii  t^;.  Takes  Onorc 
by  ftnrm^and  flaughter^the  inhabit^ntF,  ib.  358.  QwarreU  with  his  tnwps 
about  thjc  divifi'jn  of  fpoil,  ib.  Takes  Bedanorc,  361.  Defrauds  the  army  of 
the  fpoil,  ib.  A  number  of  his  officers  leave  him,  ib.  363.  He  difpleaics  the 
Council  of  Bombav,  /i.  Is  deprived  of  his  commiinJ,  ib.  Takes  Mangalore 
ib.  Adts  in  an  infatuated  manner,;^  ^04,  Is  attacked  by  Tippoo  Saheb  with 
a  vaft  army,  ib.  Defeated  and  obliged  to  fiiut  himfclf  up  in  a  lortref*,  ib.  365. 
Capitulates,  ib.  Put  into  clofc  ccntinemenr,  ib.  366.  Put  to  death,  ib.  His  cx- 
cclfive  avarice,  ib.  367. 

Maryland,  inhabitants  of,  hefitate  at  declaring  the  colonics  independent,  i  287. 
Confcnt  »i  «88. 

Mauritius,  ifland,  a  number  of  French  troops  landed   there  in    1780,  ii   agi. 

Mawhood,  Colonel,  his  bravery,   i  3':6. 

MayafFre,  Captain,  his  mifcondudl  and   misfortune?,   ii   387. 

Kieadows,  Brig  Gen.  lands  at  St  X>uciii,  ii  7,  Incloied  by  a  fupcrirr  enemy,  ii 
10.  Whom  he  entirely  defeat*,  ib  1 1.  Aflifls  in  deAroyitig  the  Dutch  fliips  in 
Saldanha  Bay,  ib  197. 

Mir  Jafllcr  fup()orted  by  Colonel  Cttve  and  Ad.  Watfon,  i  13.  His  difajjreeable 
fituation  when  raifed  to  the  Nal)oblhip,  Of  15.  Hisfuppotcd  cruelty  and  trea- 
chery,/^ 6.  Council  of  Culcutta  rcfolvc  to  dcpofe  iiim,  ib  Different  acconnts 
of  his  dcpofition,  li     Is  reinftattd  in  his  Nab(»bi>Jp,  ib  2?.     His  death,  ib  34* 

Mehipnarain  fuccecds  Cheit  Sing  as  Rajah  of  B«Qaxc:>,  ii  ^34. 
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Meeting*  in  different  counties  of  England  in  1779,  il.  126. 

Merchants  in  America  aiTociatc  againfl  importing  Britinigo«ds»  i  4T.     GoTeni' 

ment  difappointed  in  their  expe^S^ations  from  thofe  in    N.  England,  ii   163. 

.  Agree  not  to  import  any  goods  from  Britain,/^    Britifli  merchants   luffer  bf 

the  capture  of  St  Euflatius,  ii  70.     Refcnt  the  behaviour  of  Rodney,  li  71. 

His  charge  againO  them,  i&  Anfwcred  by  the  Affcmbtyat  St  Chriftoplicrs,  i£« 

Micond,  Cncv.  dc,  furrendcrs  St  Lucia  to  the  Biitifli,  ii  la. 

Middlefez  county,  Mr  Wilkes  chofen  member,  168.  Chofcn  a  fecond  time 
notwitliftauding:  his  expulfion  from  Uic  Houfe,  i&yi.  Commotioos  on  this  ac- 
count,  t&  74.     RcfoUition  concerning  it  expunged,  ii  436. 

Military  power,  its  not  fnpporting  the  civil  power  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  lofe 
of  America,!  163.  Allowed  in  Britain  to  ad^  independent  of  the  civil xna^- 
ftrate,  ii.  159. 

Militia  bili|  debates  on  it  in  1775,1  261.  Scots  militia  bill  thrown  out,  t^t;*, 
EngliCh  miiiiia  embodied,  ii  1  z,.    On  augmenting  the  number  of  militia,  i^  1 1». 

Miller,  printer  of  the  evening  poft,  his  conteft  with  the  H.  of  Commons, 
i.  89. 

Xfiniflry  formed  in  1765  on  the  recommendation  of  the  D.  of  Cumberland,  i-  4i 
Suftain  a  great  lofs  l)y  his  death, /^.  ^a.  Put  off  the  deciCon  cf  the  duke  v( 
Portland's  cafe,  ih  66.  Become  obnoxious  to  the  minority,  /i.  70,  Endeavour  to 
procure  addrcffes  to  countcra(5t  the  petitions  of  the  patriots,/^.  76  Attempt 
to  augment  the  powers  of  the  crown  and  parliament,/^.  87.  Greatly  eni- 
barralfed  in  their  conteft  with  oppofition,  /*.  89.  Unable  to  extend  the  au- 
thority of  parliament,  i&  90.  Difappointed  in  their  cxpetflations  of  produc- 
ing a  rivalfliip  betwixt  tlic  towns  of  Salcm  and  Bofton.  i6,  16'i.  Miflbakcn  as 
to  the  caufe  of  the  American  war,  i6.  166.  Their  irrcfolutJon  in  actcnipting 
toftopit,  16.  186.  Become  exccflively  unpopular,  ii.  74.  AccufationsagaiDfl 
them,  ib,  in.  Their  defence,  iL  116.  N.  Attacked  on  account  of  the  na- 
tional  expenditure,  fA.  1 18.  Finally  overcome  all  oppofition  to  carrying  on 
the  American  war,  /^.  380.  Tlieir  extreme  negligence,  iS.  385.  Their  le- 
lignation  in  1782, /^.  4»r.  New  adminiftration  formed  under  the  aufpices 
of  the  Marquis  ol  Rock?ngham,  i6.  41 2.  Rcfignation  of  the  new  miniftcrs,  ii, 
437.     Another  admininration  formed,  16. 

Minorca  invaded  by  the  Spaniards,  ii.  212,  217.  Spaniih  powder  magazine  de- 
flroved  there,  ^L     Reduced  by  them,  il.  219. 

Minority  retire  from  the  H.of  Commons,  i.   316. 

Mirzapore,  in  the  E.  Indies,, dcfcrilicd,  ii.  326. 

MilUnipi,  Britifh  fettlcmeutB  tlitrc  rcdured,  i.  45S. 

Mogul,  offers  made  by  him  to  the  MpgHili,  i.  20.  Application  made  to  him  by 
Mir  Cofftm,  i6.  Treaty  propofcd  betvixt  him  and  the  Englifli,  16.  His  letter 
to  major  Munro,  after  his  violory  at  Buxar,  ih-  32.  Appoints  the  E.  India 
company  his  perpetual  t'cuans,  or  receivers  of  the  revenue  of  Bengal,  ii.  37 

Monaco,  Duke  of  York  dies  there,  i  63. 

Moncrieffc,  Capt.  his  fkill  in  managing  the  artillery,  at  Savannah, "».  455. 

Monmouth  man  of  war  fliattercd  in  an  engagement  between  Byron  and 
iVEftaing,  ii.  25. 

Moufon,  Col.  his  dca-h  aUcrs  the  affairs  of  Britain  in  India,  ii.  269. 

Montgomery,  Gen.  commamU  the  expedition  againft  C'anada,  i.  225.  Detaches 
the  Indians  from  the  Britini,  $/>.  227.  Takes  Montreal,  ilr.  229.  Attempts 
to  intimidate  Gen.  C^rlcton,  ^.   259.     Is  killed  at  Quebec,  ii,   2^3' 

Montgomery,  major,  killed  at  Fort  Grifwold,  i.  504. 

Montreal  attacked  by  Ethan  Allan,  i.  23}.  Cruelty  of  the  Britifli  to  their 
prifpners  taken  in  this  attempt,  z3.  The  place  taken  by  Gen.  Montgomery, 
to.   234* 

Moirtferrat  Ifland,  taken  by  the  French,  ii  18  r. 

Moodajee  Booflah,  Rajah  of  Bcrar,  enters  into  a  treaty  witli  the  Englifli,  il,  273, 
fee  Herat: 

Moore,  an  American  Ccn.  over-reaches  Gen.  M*Donald,  I.  aco. 

Moors,  the  Mahoiucd^n  native  of  Hinduflan  improperly  fo  cailcd.i.  i4>  ^'/t* 

Alnorflicdabad,  Fni^ilih  dcpullo  murdered  there  by  Mir'ColIim    i.  23. 

Moorliclds,  dcftruciion  ther-r  by  the  mob  in  I  "So,  ii.  8^. 

ZVkjrtno,  Don.  anuoys  Gibra':ar  by  his  gun-bo^l^,  i.  220.  Commands  the  bat - 
tcringlliipsin  the  j::;md  aii.u  k,  iit.  a2f. 
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M^M'gan,  Colonel,  defeats  Tarleton  i  484.     His  charatfler  i. 

Morris,  Captain  of  the  Briflol,  his  gallaut   behaviour  at    Charleflpn,  i.  282. 

Dies  of  his  wounds^  /^,  283* 
Mortars  rendered  unferviceablc  by  too  great  a  charge  of  powder,  i.  283. 
Mottc,  M.  dc  la,  apprehended  for  high  trcafon,  ii.  198.     Account  tf  h'm  i^. 

I«  condemued  and  executed,  ii.  soo 
Moultrie,  of  the  Ramih'es,  his  bjvl  condu<fV,  ii.  «3g. 
Mo«ltric,  an  American  General  dcfcrtcd  by  his  men,  i,  :?84, 
Mowat,  Captain,  burns  ft  veral  towns  betwixt  Bofton  and  Halifax,!.  244, 
M'Rea,mlf:i,  murdered  by  the  Indians,  i  359 

Mud  Ifimd,  Tortiiied  by  'the  Americans  i  356.    Taken   by  the  Britipi  iS  360, 
Mulwagul,  Hydcr  defeated  there,  i.  51. 

Mungary  Cot'tah,  a  ftrong  Indian  fort  taken  by  Colonel  Humberftone,  ii  356. 
Muoro,  Colonel  his  date  of  Brltifli  afEiirs  in  the  E.  Indies  in  1764,  i.  19.    Caufcs 

^4  dcfcrters  to  be  blown  from  the  mouths  of  cannon,  Of.  30.     Defeats  Sujah 

DowUh  at  Buxar,  1^.  31.  '  Cannot  prevail  on  Sujah  Dowlah   to   deliver  upt 

Mir  Coffim,  ii.  33.     Repulfed  at  Chanda  Geer,  ii.     Recalleil  to  England,/^. 
Munrc,  major  general,  reduces  Fondichcrry  in  1779,  "    ■■•     Takes  command 

of  the  army,  and  relieves  Arcot,  ii.  «97.      Reaches  Cohjeveram,  but  cannot 

join  Colonel  Baillic,  io.  298.    .  Difplcafes  his  troops,  1^.  303.     Quarrels  with 

•Xord  Macleod,  li. 
Murray,  Colonel,  accepts  a  feat   in   the  new  council  of  Bofton,  01  which  24  of 

his  officers  resign  their  commiflions,  i.  17 1. 
Murray,  Gen.  rcjeds  a  bribe  from  Duke  de  Crillon,  ii.  sly.      Surrenders 

St  Philip's  Caftle,  ii.  219. 
Mutiny  prevalent  among  the  Britifh  E.  India  troops,  i.  29. 
Mow,  a  city  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  facked  by  the  Engli/h,  ii.  271. 
Mnxadabad,  the  ancient  capital   of  Bengal,    improperly  fo  called,  u  14* 

Sec  Moorjhedabad, 

N 

Kabob  of  Bengal  fuccceded  by  Surajah  Dowlah,  i.  4. 

Nabob  Vizier  pays  a  vilit  to  Gov.  Haftings  at  Benares,  ii.  328.  who  en- 
deavours in  vain  to  diiTuade  him,  ib.  330* 

Nabobs  explanation  of  the  word,  ii.  273.  N. 

Naigpore,  General  Goddard  arrives  at,  ii.  277. 

JJajim-nl-Dowlah,  fon  to  Mir  Jaffier,harfhly  treated  by  the  fervants  of  Ihc 
E.  India  Company,  i.  35. 

Nana  Row  fcizes  the  foverefgnty  of  the  Mahrattas,  ii.  262. 

Nantucket,  petition  of  the  Qjiakcrs  in  favour  of  the  people  of  that  idand,  i. 
200.     Dcfcription  of  it,  ih,     Induftry  of  the  inhabitanTs,  li. 

Notches,  Britifh  fettlemenis  there  reduced  by  Captain  Willing,  i.  439. 

Navy,  motion  made  by  the  E.  of  Briftol  refpefting  the  ftaoe  of  it,  ii.  107. 
Rejcfted,  ih.  108. 

Ncgapatam,  a  Dutch  fortrefs  in  the  E.  Indies  taken  by  the  Briiiili,  ii,  315. 

Nclfon's  F-erry,  Lord  Rawdon  retires  thither,  i.  496.  Met  there  by  Col. 
Balfour,  ib. 

Neutrality,  armed,  fet  on  foot  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  i.  459.  Acceded, 
to  by  all  the  powers  in  Europe  except  Portugal,  ih.  460. 

Nevis  ifland  reduced  by  the  French,  ii.  x8i. 

Newcaftle,  Duke  of,  made  Lord  Privy  Seal,  i.  41.' 

Newfield  burnt  by  the  Englifli,  i.  448. 

Newgiie  prifon  burnt  by  the  mob,  ii.  87. 

New  ieviesin  1780,  difputes  ip.  Parliament  about  them^  ii.  148. 

New  London  taken  and  burnt  by  Gen.  Arnold,  i.  504. 

New  York,  Governor  of,  delivers  up  all  the  ftamped  paper  fenl  in  1764,  i. 

*  40.  Aflembly  difobeys  an  atft  of  Parliamens,  r^.  56.  Government  more 
favo%ired  here  than  in  other  colonics,  /^.  j6o.  Magiftratcs  forbid  car- 
penters to  go  to  Bofton, /A.  174-  Memorial  from  the  city  rcjeftcd  by 
Parliament,  ib.  2o6.  DiiTenis  from  the  reft  of  the  colonics,  210.  A 
Pi'ovincial  Congrefs  formed,  and  violent  meafures  adopted,  ib.  215. 
Vol  VI.  g 
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Armamsnt  from  Britaio  appears  againft  tbc  city,  *h.  290.  Abandoned 
by  the  Americans^  and  fet  on  fire,  ib,  294*  Pcucion  from  tbc  province 
to  Lord  and  General  Howe,  ib.  301.  AfieciaCioQ  of  the  Loyalifts,  ih. 
468.  Inaftiv'uy  of  the  armies  there  after  the  captare  of  Cornwallis,  ii. 
193.     Unfit  for  a  place  ot  arms,  ib.  394. 

Newfoundland  fiihery,  Mr  Lifter  examined  concerning  it,  i.  200.  Misfor- 
tunes attending  the  fiHiers  in  1775,  ib.  247.  Part  of  the  fieet  taken  by 
the  French  and  Spaniards  in  1782,  ii.  237. 

Newport,  in  Rhode  Ifland,  inflammatory  paper  put  up  there,  i.  166. 

Ninety-Six,  Fort,  bcUcgcd  by  Gen.  Greene,  i.  497.  Relieved  by  Lord 
Rawdon,  ib.     Abandoned  by  the  Briti/h,  ib.  498. 

NiT^am  of  the  Decan,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  forms  a  general  league  againft  the 
Englifli,  ii.  t82.     Provoked  by  their  condud,  ib.  286. 

Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  deftroyed  by  L.  Danmore,  i.  341. 
,  North,  Lord,  appointed  Secretary  of  State,  1.  64.  Firft  Lord  of  tbc  Trea— 
fury,  ib.  80.  Propofcs  to  reduce  the  Americans  by  force,  ib.  192.  Mr 
Fox^s  animadverfions  on  him,  ib,  195.  Brings  in  Maftachufeit^s  Bay 
reftraining  bill,  ib.  198.  His  conciliatory  plan,  ib,  203.  Rejed^ed  by 
the  Americans,  ib,  215.  Another  prapofal, /^.  398.  Declares  his  inten- 
tion to  keep  his  place  at  all  events,  ii.  3.  Oiflatisfied  with  his  col- 
leagues about  the  militia  bill,  ib.  in.  Differs  with  Sir  F.  Norton,  il, 
144.  His  fpeech  on  the  American  war,  ib,  392.  Vindicates  his  condacl 
as  to  America,  ib.  411.  His  propofiiions  for  the  relief  of  Ireland,  ih, 
425.     Difapprovesof  the  peace  in  1783,  ib.  445. 

Noblemen  infulted  by  the  mob  in  1780,  ii.  83. 

North  River,  in  America,  expedition  of  the  Britifh  there^  i.  2f>%,  Gen. 
Gates  complains  of  the  deftruAion  done  there,  ib.  363. 

Norton,  Sir  F.  chofcn  fpeakcr  of  the  H.  of  Commons,  i.  79.  His  difference 
with  Lord  North,  ii.  144.  Joins  the  oppofition,  ib,  153.  His  intereft 
formidable  to  miniftry,  ib.  Motion  for  continuing  him  Speaker,  ib,  162. 
He  declines,  ib.     Mr  Rigby's  obje^ions  to  him,  ib. 

Norwalk  deftroyed  by  the  Engli/h,  i.  448. 

Nova  Scotia  petitions  Parliament,  i.  268. 

Nugcut,  Earl,  moves  for  taking  off  reftrid^ioos  from  the  trade  of  Ireland, 

'   ii.  416. 

Nwlluni  Tempus  bill  enforced  only  by  arbitrary  Princes,  i.  67.  Amended, 
ib.  11^. 

Nundcomar  forced  from  the  fervice  of  the  Nabob  by  the  Engliih,  i.  35. 


Oblivion,  Committee  of,  i,  189. 

Officers  of  the  Navy  difcontentei),  and  refign,  ii.  94, 

Officers  of  the  Crown,  attempt  to  abolifh  fome  of  them,  i.  321.  Mr  Burke^s 
plan  concerning  them,  ii.  125. 

Olive  Branch,  Lord  North^s  conciliatory  plan  fo  called,  i.  203. 

Oliver,  Alderman,  committed  to  the  Tower  with  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don, i.  89* , 

Omoa  taken  from  the  Spaniards,  ii.  58. 

Omichund,  an  £.  India  merchant,  employed  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  Mir 
Jaffier,  i.  13,     His  avarice,  /^.     Is  deceived  by  a  bafe  artifice,  /*. 

Onore  taken,  and  the  inhabitants  (laughtered  by  Gen.    Matthews,  ii.  358. 

Oppoliuon  blamed  for  the  national  difcontents,  i.  80.  Their  cenfures 
dreaded  by  miniftry,  ib,  253.  Unjuft  charges  againft  the  members,  ib, 
259.     Adopt  L.  North's  plan  of  reconciliation*  with  America,  ib,  401. 

Orleans,  New,  independence  of  America  declared  there,  i.  459. 

Orrery,  the  moft  perfe(5t  one  ever  conftrufted,  deftroyed  by  the  Englifh, 
i.  304. 

Orves,  M.  de,  the  French  commander  in  India  dies,  and  is  fuccccded  by 
M.  Suffrcin,  ii.  336. 

0ude»     See  Begums  and  C/teit  Siag^ 
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PaiihWa,  the  title  of  the  prime  oiinifter  among  the  Mabrattas,  ii.  i6a» 
flcrcilitary  in  his  family,  /^.  253. '  Rcmonftraics  on\  the  conduft  of  th« 
Bombay  government,  th,  280.  ^    . 

Palacatchcrry,  in  the  E.  Indies,  taken  by  the  Britifli,  ii.  3^6. 

iPallifcr,  Sir,  H.  commands  under  Ad.  Keppcl  in  1778,  ii.  14.  Engages 
the  French  fleet, /3.  17.  Blamed,;*.  18.  Quarrels  with  Ad.  Kcppel, 
ii.  19.  Affair  brought  into  Parliament,  M.  Obtains  a  court-martial 
upon  Keppel,  ib.  Debates  on  this  fubje<ft,  ih.  Sir  Hugh  condemned  in  a 
memorial  presented  to  the  King  by  twelve  Admirals,  i&,  %o.  Refigns, 
tried  by  a  courc-martial,  and  acquitted,/*,  ai.  Debates  on  his  appoint- 
ment to  Greenwich  Hofpital,  M.  168.  Sir  Hugh  accufes  Kcppel,  /*. 
Mr  Fox's  motion  cenfuring  his  appointment,  /*.  169.  Cenfure  evaded  by 
Lord  North,  /*. 

Paper  currency  eftablifhed  by  the  Americans,  i*  2x4.  Depreciated,  /*• 
492.     DiftreiTes  on  that  account,  ih. 

Papers,  American,  laid  before  the  H.  of  Commons,  1.  x88.  Debates  on 
them,  i*.  189.^ 

Parker,  Sir  Peter,  retarded  in  his  voyage  to  America,  i.  281.  His  attempt 
on  Charlcfton,  1*.  282.     His  ihip  greatly  fhattered,  **.  383. 

Parker,  Sir  Hyde,  fucceeds  Ad.  Biron  in  the  command  af  the  fleet,  i.  »8. 
Takes  a  French  convoy,  16.  Engages  the  Dutch  fleet,  ii.  aoi.  Vifited 
by  the  K.ing,  /'*.  205.  Refigns,  and  refufes  all  the  honours  offered 
him,  /*. 

Parliament,  debates  on  American  affairs  in  1765,  i.  43.  'Petition  by  Mr 
Wilkes,  16,  70.  Attempt  of  miniftry  to  augment  the  powers  of  Parlia- 
ment, ib,  87.  Accufed  of  extorting  money  from  the  E.  India  Company, 
/*.  98.  and  of  ftretching  its  powers,  M.  99.  Debates  on  the  feizure  of 
Falkland's  Iflands,  iB.  132.  Rcfoluiions  againft  the  Americans  in  1769, 16, 
128.  Bofton  tranfrftions  laid  befo;-c  Parliament,  ih,  139.  Diffolved  in 
s774j  '^«  181.  A  number  of  old  members  thrown  out  at  the  next  elec- 
tions, lA.  184.  Both  Houfes  bcfet,  and  members  infulted  by  the  mob  in 
1780,  ii.  83.  Behaviour  of  Lord  G.  Gordon,/^.  84.  Exculflon  of  Crown 
officers fron^  (itting  there,  ib,  155.  Parliament  diffolved  in  1780,  and  a 
new  one  chofen,  i6.  i6t.  Proceedings  after  the  capture  of  L.  Corn- 
wallis,  M.  377,  On  the  I rifh  affairs,  il.  414.  On  the  Peace  of  1783, 
iB.  444. 

Patna,  in  Hinduftan,  w^here  (ituated,  i.  23.  Horrid  murder  there,  iB,  Se6 
Somiroo, 

Pattifon,  Gen.  attacks  an  American  poft,  i.  446. 

Paul  Jones,  See  Seraph, 

Paulus  Hook  attacked  by  the  Americans,  i.  451. 

Pay-office  bill  brought  in  by  Mr  Burke,  ii.  434. 

Patent  places,  motion  for  laying  a  lift  of  them  before  Parliament,  ii.  133. 

Peace,  articles  of  one  concluded  with  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  in  1757,  i.  9. 
Preliminary  articles  of,  in  1783,  ii.  443.  Definitive  treaty  of  peace  be- 
twixt Britain  and  America,  Jfpftn,  p.  6.  Bitwixt  Britain  and  France,  /^. 
p.  10.  Betwixt  Britain  and  Spain, /^.  p.  17.  Betwixt  Britain  and  the 
States  General,  il,  p.  22.    Britifli  and  the  Mahrattas, /^.  p,  25. 

Peek's  Kill,  magazines  deftroycd  there,  i.  330. 

Peers,  new  ones  created  in  1780,  ii.  16I. 

Peers,  Houfe  of.     See  Lotc{%, 

Pegafe,  a  French  74,  taken  by  Capt.  Jarvis,  ii.  229. 

Penn,  Mr,  examined  before  the  H.  of  Lords,  i.  a62.  •  Charged  with  par- 
tiality, lb,  - 

PcnnTylvania  for  fome  time  oppofes  American  independence,  i.  286.  Ar- 
guments on  both  fides  of  the  quefton,  ib.     Agrees  to  it,  ib.  487. 

Pennfylvania  line  in  the  American  fcrvice  revolts,  i.  492-  Refnfe  to  nc- 
gociate  with  Gen.  Clinlon,  and  hang  the  emiffaries  fent  to  perfuadc 
then,  H, 
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Penobfcory  Americans  defeated  there,  i.  451.  Their  (hameful  beluviomr, 
ih.  452. 

Pcnfacola  bedegcd  by  the  Spaniards  in  1781,  ii.  63.      Capitulates,  /j.  65* 

Pen  lion-lift,  Miiiiftry  refafc  to  lay  it  before  Parliament,  ii.  134. 

Permacoil,  in  the  E.  Indies,  taken  by  the  French  and  Indians,  ii.  345. 

Peroul'e,  M.  de  la,  reduces  the  fettlements  on  Hudfon^s  Bay,  ii.  336. 

Petitions  from  the  merchants  on  the  decay  of  trade,  in  confequencc  of  the 
American  difcontents,  i.  44.  Petitions  on  Mr  Wilkes's  account,  ih,  76. 
Pctitionei5  accnfed  of  fadtion,  &c.  ih,  78.  Petitions  againft  the  Boftoa 
port-hill  rejcfted,  ib,  143.  Petitions  againft  the  American  war  com^ 
mitred  to  a  committee,  ib,  188.  This  oppofcd  in  Parliament,  ib,  anJ 
the  committee  nicknamed  "  The  Committee  of  Oblivion,"  /^.  189. 
Petition  of  Congrefs  19  1775  rejeiSled, /^.  191.  Petition  of  the  Londun 
merchants  againfl  Maflfachufett^s  retraining  bill  rejeiled,  }b,  199.  Qua- 
kers petition  in  favour  of  Nantucket,  ib,  101.  Debates  in  the  H.  of 
Lords,  on  the  petitions  in  favour  of  America,  /i.  202.  Petition  from  the 
city  of  London  to  the  King,  ib,  205.  N.  York  petition  rcfu  fed  a  hearing, 
ib.  206.  Second  petition  rcjcAed,  ib»  256.  Petition  from  the  city  of 
York  againft  the  American  war,  ii.  126.      followed  by   others,  ib.  127. 

Philadelphia,  General  CongreA  meets  there,  i.  164.  Expedition  againft 
that  city  in  1777,  ib.  353.  TaKcn  by  the  Briti/h,  ih,  351.  Friends  to 
Britain  apprehended,  iL,  The  city  evacuated  by  thcBritiih,  /i.  423- 
Britifh  army  in  danger  while  there,  ib,  437. 

Philips,  Gen.  with  Arnold,  ravage  Virginia,  i.  493.      His  death,  ih,  499. 

Philips,  St,  the  capital  of  Minorca,  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  ii.   219. 

Phoenix  roan  of  war  loft  in  the  hurricane  of  1780,  ii.  45. 

Phccnix,  Don  Lahgara'^s  (hip  taken  by  Ad.  Rodney    ii.  56. 

Pierre,  St,  deftroyed  by  the  hurricane  in  1780,  ii.  45- 

Pigot,  Capt.  takes  a  Dutch  Indiaman,  ii.  190* 
.  Pigot,  Lord,  fent  to  India  in  1775  to  reftore  peace,  ii.  151.  Obligations 
of  the  E.  India  Company  and  Nabob  of  Arcot  to  him,  ib,  251.  His  pro- 
ceedings foHRd  fault  with  by  both,  ib.  253,  He  fufpends  two  members  of 
the  Council  of  Madras,  and  arrefts  the  Commander  in  Chief,  ib.  254.  Is 
depofed,  confined,  and  his  life  threatened,  ib.  255.  Attempt  of  the 
Nabob  to  affaflinate  him,  ib.  His  death,  and  funeral,  ib.  His  ?neroies 
ineffe<ftually  fufpended  from  the  fervice,  ib,  257.  A  verdift  of  wilful 
murder  brought  againft  his  enemies,  who  are  honourably  acquitted  at 
Madras, /i.  258.  The  cafe  brought  before -the  H.  of  Commons  by  Ad. 
Pigot,  ib,    Inftance  of  his   Lordfhips  integrity,  ib.     His  enemies  fined 

.     loool  each,  ib.  259. 

Piquet,  M.  de  la,  worfted  by  Sir  Hyde  Parker  and  Ad.  Rowley,  ii.  a8. 
Captures  part  of  St  Euftatius  convoy,  ib,  194. 

Pitt,  Mr  W.  his  bill  for  a  reform  in  Parliament,  ii.  436. 

Plaflcy,  defeat  of  Surajah  Dowlah  there  by  Lord  Clivc,  i.  14. 

Polaflci,  Count,  killed  at  Savannah,  i.  457. 

Pondicherry  reduced  by  Major  Monro,  ii.  22.  Inhabitants  revolt  but  are 
reduced,  ib.  310. 

Popham,  Major,  reduces  Gaulior  in  the  E.  Indies,  ii.  a85.  Is  afCfled  by 
Bundoo  Khan,  ib.  33a.  Takes  Pateetalf,  ib,  333.  Drives  Chcii  Sing 
out  of  his  capital,  ib, 

Portland,  Dake  of,  his  law  fuit  with  Sir  James  Lowther,  i.  65. 
'Portfmouth  rope-houle  fet  on  fire  by  John  the  Painter,  i.  315. 

Powder  feizcd  at  Charleftown  by  Gen.  Gage  exafperaies  the  populace,  i. 
170.  Magazine'at  Pcnfacola  blows  up  and  occalions  the  lofs  of  ihc  place, 
ii.  63*  Exploliou  of  two  powder-tumbrils  occalions  xhe  defeat  of  Col. 
Baillie,  ib.  301. 

Preliminary  articles  of  peace  figned  at  Verfailks  in  17B2,  ii.  443.  wiik 
Holland,  ib,  .-^ppimiixy  p.  22. 

Prefcoi,  Gen.  taken  prifoner  by  the  Americans,  i.  346. 

Prefenis  prohibited  to  be  received  by  the  E.  Imlia  Company's  fervants,  x.  35. 

Picvoft,    Get;,    with  Col,   Campbell  reduces  Georgia,  i.  438.      Marches 
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td-^harleftown^  ib.  441*     Defeats  Gen.  Aflie^  ih.  442.    Defends  Savan- 
nah, ib,  454. 
frincetowQ  college  and  library  deftroyed  by  the  EngUfh,  i.  304. 
Printers^  conteft  betwixt  them  and  the  H.  of  Connmons,  i.  87. 
Printing^ uteufils  carried  off  by  Lord  Dunmore,  i.  241. 
Prlfoner's,  Englifh,  murdered  by  Mir  CofGm,  i.  25.     Miniftry  accufed  for 

their  treatment  ef  the  Americans,  /5.  264.     Exchange  of  American  pri- 

fonerspropofed  by  Mr  Burke,  ii.  400. 
Privy  Cooncil  confider  fomc  of  Gov.  Hutchinfon^s  letters,  i.  152. 
Proclamation,  one  by  Gen.  Gage  againft  the  Boftonians,  i.  163,      Another 

declaring  the  Americans  in  rebellion,  iB.  175. 
Prohibitory  bill  paiTed  againfl  the  Americans,  i.  363. 
Proieftant  intereft,  committee  at  Edinburgh  in  1778,  ii.  78.      Lord  George 

Gordon  heads  the  afTociation,  ib.  82. 
Providence,  Rhbde  Ifland,  the  people  there  burn  a  fchooner,  i.  135. 
Provincbl  Congrefs,  firft  formed  in  Maflachufet's  Bay,  i.  172. 
Provifions,  dearnefs  of  them  noticed  in  the  King's  fpeech  for  1768,  i.  63. 

Complained  of  by  the  ciiy  of  London,  ib. 
PrulHa,  King  of,  refufes  a  paflage  through  his  dominions  to  the  HciEans 

hired  by  England,  i.  386. 


Quakers  petition  in  fiivour  of  Kantucket,  i.  200. 

Quebec, -bill  for  extending  its  limits,  i.  150.  Raifes  clamours,/^.  151, 
Oppofed  on  the  topic  of  religion,  ib,  Miniftry  make  fome  alterations 
in  it,  il.  152.  Memorial  from  the  Bririfh  inhabitants  there  rejcdled,  ib. 
206.  Arnold  and  Montgomery's  expedition  againft  it,  ib,  231.  Siege 
railed,  ib.  275.  Quebec  fleet  taken  by  the  combined  fleets,  ii.  38.  Part 
of  another  taken,  ib.  230. 

Quebec  frigate,  Sec  Farmer. 

Queen  Anne,  her  gcnccofity  during  the  French  war,  i.  324. 

Queen's  County,  petition  difregarded  by  Gen.  Howe,  ii.  302. 


Ragonaut  Row  murders  his  nephewi  and  ufurps  the  Painiwafhip,  ii.  263.  Tt 
driven  from  the  country,  and  proteAcd  at  Bombay,  ib.  Which  offends  the 
Mahrattas,  ib.  168.  Gets  a  command  in  the  Bombay  army,/^.  974.  Attempt* 
to  betray  the  Britifh,  /^.  276,  Is  delivered  up  to  the  Mahrattas,  f^.  Efcapes 
to  G<;n.  Goddard's  camp,  ib.  «8i.  M«thrfttta«  rcfent  the  protcdlion  afforded 
him,  ib.  Is  difrefpcdlcd,  ib.     Provided  i'or  in  the  treaty  of  178a,  ib.  353. 

Rajah  at  Marrawa,  and  his  people  ilanghtered  by  tht  iglifli,  ii.  144.  Kxpl> 
nation  of  the  word  Rajah,  ib.  273.    N. 

Rajamahl,  fort  of,  credlcd  by  CoHim  Ali  Khan,  i.  20. 

RalH,  Col.  killed  at  Trenton,  i.  305. 

Ram- rajah,  the  title  of  the  fovcrclgn  of  the  Mahrattas,  ii.  a6^  His  authority 
ufurpcd  by  the  l^aifliw?,/^. 

Ramillics  man  of  war  narrowly  efcapes  being  taken,  ii.  239. 

Ramnagur,  in  the  E.  Indies  redifccd  by  the  Britifh,  ii.  333. 

Ratcliffc,  a  maftcr  of  a  cutter,  employed  by  La  Motie  in  a  trcafonable  corref- 
refpoiidfnce,  ii  198.  Informs  againft  him  ib. 

Rawdon,  Lord,  defeats  G^-n.  Greene,  i.  495.  Abandons  Camden,  ib.  496.  Re- 
tires to  Nclfon's  Ferry,  ih.  Relieves  Ninety-fix,  &t.  ib.  497. 

Red- Bank,  Heflians  defeated  there,  i,  355. 

Refugee-':,  American,  cnlifled  in  ihc  Royal  arrry,  i.  33T,  Barbarity  of,  ib.  431. 

Regiments  raifcd  by  fubfeription  after  Burgoyne's  dcrcat,  i.  384. 

Regulators,  in  Carolina,  Lord  Will.  Campbell  attempts  to  engage  them  in  the 
fervice  of  Britain,  i.  279. 

Regulation  bill  for  India  dividends  in  176;,  1.43.  Ciil  fur  managing  their  af* 
£fcirs,  .k.  J04. 
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Reprefentativea  in   Parliament  fuppofed  to  have  a  right  ta  adi  contrary  to  tlie 

^vill  of  their  conftituents,  i.  78.    Inftru<Uion8  given  fome  of  them,  f^. 
Reprefentativcf,  houfe  of  at  BofloDi  their  addrefs  rejected  by  Gen.  Gage,  i-  159. 
Reprisal?,  letters  of,  iiTued  by  Congrefs,  i.  S45. 
Red  raining  bill,  £.  India,  i.  f6.    Maffachufett's  Bay,  16.  19S.  ^uthcra  coloiuflv 

toa. 
Revenue,  mini flry  accufed  of  fquandcring  it,  319. 
Revcniie-laws,  petition  of  MairachufettsBav  againft  them,  i.  itS. 
Reveiuic-officers,  motion  in  1770  rejed^ed  for  difqualifying  thea  from  voting  at 

ele«ftion8,  i«  109.    Carried  in  1781,  ii«  434. 
Reyuoldi,  Capt.  killed  iu  a  fea  engagement,  ii.  339. 
Rhode. Ifland,  barbarous  method  of  carrrying  on  the  war  there,  a.  413.    CoRi' 

plained  of  to  no  purpofe  /^.Attempt  on  it  by  the  French  and  Americans*  H.  418, 
Richmond,  duke  of,  his  view  of  public  afiairs  in  1778,  i.  395-    On  the  vaft  ex-. 

pence  of  the  war,  and  profufion  of  miuiflryy  ii.  118.    Thanks  of  the  city  of 

London  prcfented  him  and  other  noblemen,  ii.  194.    His  fpcech  oq  the  ad- 

drefsin  1781.  1^.  382.  Supports  Earl  Shelburne,  447. 
Rights,  declaration  of  by  Congrefs,  i.  167. 
Rigby,  mr,  on  the  competency  of  the  Parliament  to  judge  of  the  civil-lift  ea- 

penditure,  ii.  1 39.  His  objcdlions  to  Sir  F.  Norton  being  fpeaker,  ii.  t6s. 
Rittenhoufe*s  Orrery  deftroyedTiy  the  Englifli,  i.  304. 
Robertfon,  Col.  attempts  to  relieve  major  Andre,  i.  477. 
Kobertfon,  Dr,  attempt  of  the  mob  in  1780  to  burn  his  houfe,  ii.  80. 
Robertfon,  Gen.  brought  as  an  evidence  agaiufl  General  Burgoyne,  iL  1C5.    His 

evidence,  ib,  105. 
Rochambeau,  Count j  arrives  in  Atntrica  with  forces,  i.  471.'  Joins  WafhlngtoB, 

ib,  aOJ. 
Rockingham,  marquis,  appointed  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  in    1765,  i.  41, 
PrKcnts  a  petition  from  thejWeft  India  planters,  ik,  196.    Oppofes  Maflachufctts 

Bay  retraining  bill,  /^.  aos.    Remarkable  fpeceh  againft  the  American  war, 

ti.  400.    His  death,  i6  436. 
Rodney,  Sir  George,  arrives  at  New-York  in  1  780,  i.  471.    Commands  the  fleet 

a»?.infl  M.  Guichen,  ii.  a8.  Engagement  betwixt  them,  i^.  29.    Retires  to  St 

Lucia,  ilf.  32.  Reinforced  by  commodore  WalHugham,  U,  33.  Takes  a  Spauifli 

convoy,  it.  56.    Defeats  and  takes  Don  Langara,  ik  Reduces  St  Euf^atius,    ik. 

6^.  Confifcates  private  property,  iB    70.   Baniihes  the  inhabitants,  ih.  7a.  De- 

feat»  and  takes  De  Grafle,  ii.  184.  His  prizes  loft  at  fea,  i6.  838.     His  qondu<^ 

at  St  Euflatius  cenfured  by  mr  Burke,  ii.  387.     His- defence,  i*.  388.    Inquiry 

concerning  the  tranfacflions  prevented  by  miniftry,  ib.  370. 
Rohillas,  a  people  of  India,  apply  to  the  Eaft  India  Company  for  protc<fHon. 

ii.  947.     Shameful  behaviour  of  their  fervants,  ib.  Join  Sujali  Dowlab  tode» 

flroy  ihem..  ib.    Rohillas  deftroycd  and  flaughtered,  ib.  248.    Vaft  acquiiltion 

of  revenue  by  this,  ib. 
Rous,  fir  J.  moves  for  the  removal  of  Miniftry  in  1782,  ii.  410.  Motion  rejc^' 

cd,  ib.  4!  I. 
Rowley.  Ad.  his  fleet  fufTcrs  in  the  hurricane  of  1780,  ii.  45. 
Royal  George  loft,  ii.  23  r. 
Royal  Marriage  a(Sl  pafTed,  1.  xi$. 
Rullt'C'jurt's  expedition  againft  the  Ifland  of  Jerfey,  ii.  192.     His  raftmefs,  ii. 

cruelty,  and  death,  194. 
Riimbold,  fir  Thomas,  reconciles  the  Nizam  of  Decan  with    the  prefidcncyof 

Madras,  ii.  2R8.  Succeeded  in  his  office  of  Prcfident  by  Mr  Wlutchill  it,  189. 
RutlicrfMd,  an  American  General,  taken,  i.  467. 
KulCa,  a  treaty  concluded  wirh  iu  1765,  i;  45. 

S 

faba  Ifland,  reduced  by  the  Britifli,  ii.  69. 

HnckviiU,  Lord,  defends  hinifelf  on  the  queftion  of  being  made  a  peer,  i,  403. 

See  (yrtmaine. 

Saddos  Khan,  Hyder's  General,  retires  into  an  extraordinary  fortrcft,  ii:  340. 
Sailor,  anecdote  of  one  in  the  £aft  ladies,  i.   5.       Magnanimity  of  one  at 
Omoa,  ii.  60. 
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Salaries  taxed  in  1776.  !•  405'. 

SaMaoha-baj,  Dutch  fliips  taken  and  dcftroyed  there,  ii.  i97f 

Salem  in  New  England,  the  people  refufc  to  benefit  thcmfelves  at  the  expenfe  of 

thofe  of  Bofton,  i.   16a.  ^ 

Saltonftall,  an  American  admiral  reprobated  by  his  countrymen,  i.  452. 
San  Domingo,  a  SpaniCh  man  of  war  blown  up,  ii.  56- 

Sandwich,  L.ord,  his  removal  from   the  naval  department  moved  for  by  Mr 
Fox,  ii.  94.     Is  unable   to  prevent  a  petition    againft  Miniflry  in  his  own 
county,  16,  f«9. 
Saratoga,  Gen.  Burgoyne  encamps  there,  i.  364*     and  capitulates,  ib.  370. 
Savannah  in  Georgia  attacked  by  the  French  and  Americans,  i.  454. 
Savannah  la  Mar  deflroyed  by^  the  hurricane  in  i78o,  ii.  44. 
Saville,  Sir  George,    his  bill  in  favour  of  the  Catholics,   ii.  7^.    Prcfents  the 

York  petition,  ii.  J^g. 
Saunders,  Mr,  concludes  a  treaty  with  the  French  in  India,  i.  4. 
Sayre,  Mr,  profecuted  for  high  treafon,  i.  ft58>     Acquitted  and  obtains  da- 
mages, iB. 
Scarborough  frigate  engages  Paui  Jones,  ii.  41. 
Schuyler,  Gen.  his  expedition  againft  Canada,  i.  225. 
Scotland,    addrelTes  Tent  from  thence   in  the  affair  of  Mr  Wilkes,  i.  77. 
Regiments  raifed   there  by  fubfcription,  i6.  387.      MinilVers  accufe^i  of 
favouring  that  country,  ii.  109,  150. 
Seamen,  violent  debates  on  the  number  of  them  in  1781,  ii.  39i- 
Secrecy,  Committee  of,  appointed  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft 

India  Company^  i.  95.     Their  unfaithful  behaviour,  /'/'.  96. 
Secretary  of  ftate  appointed  for  the  American  Colonies,  i.  58. 
Secret  Service,  immenfe  fums  expended  by  minif^ry  on  it,  i.  321. 
Selkirk,  Lord,  his  houfe  plundered  by  Paul  Jones,  ii.  40. 
Senegal,  fettlements  there  reduced  by  the  French,  ii.  35. 
Sepoys,  £.  Indian  foldiers  fo  called,  ii.  265.      Diilurbances  amonjr  thofe 
in  the  Britilh  fervice,  sL,  304.      Bravery' of  a   body   of  them,    iL,    374. 
Their  affedlion  to  their  officers  in   the  cafe  of  Gen.  Matthews,  tB,  367- 
Serapis  (loop  taken  by  Paul  Jones,  ii.  40. 
Severe,  a  French  man  of  war  taken,  ii.  348.     Fires  at  her  antagonift  and 

efcapes,  iB.  349.     Excuffs  for  this  conduct,  iB, 
Shah-Zaddah,  or  eldeft  fon  of  the  Mogul,  threatens  Mir  Jaffier,  i.  16. 
Shelburne,  Earl,  appointed  Secretary  of  Slate  in  1765,  i.  45.      Rcfigt\s  in 
.1768,   iB,  70.     His  motion  on  the  extraordinarit-s  of  the  navy,i  ii,   122. 
Thanked  by  the  city  of  London,  iB,  1 24.     Fights  a  duel  with  Mr  Fullar- 
ton,    iB,    146.      His  motion  for  cenfuring  miniflers  for  their  condudl  in 
Irifh  affairs,  iB,  422.     Made  Firft  Lord    of  the  Treafury,  iB,  439,      His 
conduct  cenfured  by  Mr  Fox,  iB,  446.  • 
Shirley,  Capt.  reduces  the  Dutch  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  ii. 

238. 
Scindia,  the  Mahratta  chief  defeated  by  Gen.  Guddard,  ii.  284. 
Six-Nations,    American  Indians  fo    called,   ruined   by   Gen.  Sullivan,  i. 

436. 
Smyth,  Gen.  debate  whether  he  Hiould  be  thanked  by  the  Court   of  Direc- 
tors,   ii.  244.      His  condu^   fcrutiuized,  iB,      Accufcd   of  cruelty,    iB, 
Defended  by  another  Gen.  Smyth,  iB,  245.     Acquitted,  iB. 
Somers,  or  Sombroo,  a  German,  niurdeis  u  number  of  Esiglifh  prifoncrs,  i. 
'    25.     Some  account  of  him,  iB.  32. 

Spaniards  difpoficfs  the  Britifli  fettlers  at  Falkland  IHands,  i.  120.  Negociate 
with  Britain  about  that  affair,  iB.  124.  Join  the  confederacy  again fl  Britnin, 
i£.  458,  ii  5*4  Blockade  Gibraltar,  iB.  ^5.  Sec  GiB,aitar.  Invade  Mimir- 
c^i,  iB.  a  1 7.  Finally  repulfcd  at  Gibra.iar,  iB.  220,  Treaty  of  peace  with 
Britain,  Ap-  p.  17. 
SpanilbmanifeOo,  debates  on  it,  ii.  108. 
Speaker  of  the  Commons  addrefTes  his   Majcfty  in  a   remarkable  manner  in 

I777»  i.  3*7*     Debate  on  the  choice  of  cine  i a  r78o,  ii.  161. 
Spies,  a   great  number  fuppofcd  to  lurk  in  Britain,   ii.   15)8.     bee  Moiu^  M. 
dt  ia. 
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Speech  by  his  Majcfly  on  announcing  the  American  independence,  Ap.  p.  4. 

Springfield,  in  America,  burnt  by  the  Britifli,  i.  470.' 

5tamp-a<a  occafions  violent  difturhanccs  in  America,  r.   39;     Repealed,  A  4r.' 

Stanwir,  Fort,  befiegedby  Col.  St  Lcgcr,  i,  360. 

Staicn  Ifland,  Britifh  troops  landed  there  in  i776,   1.  288. 

Stephens,  Capt.  killed  at  fca,  ii.  33?. 

^'^c\vvt,   Col.  joins  Lord  Rawdon,  i.  458. 

Stuart,  Gov.  of  Dominica,  capitulates,  ii.  ii. 

Stuart.  Gen.  fucceeds  Sir  Eyre  Ctiore  in  the  E.  Indies,  ii.  347.     Hi»  bravery  at 

the  ficgc  of  Cuddalorc,  ib,  370,  373. 
Stewart,  Col.  fucceeds  Sir  R.  Fletcher  in  the  command  of  the  Madms,  forces, 
ii.  254.     Imprifons  Lord  Pigot,  ib.     Tried  for  it,  and  acquitted,  at  Madn^ 
238.     Tried  in  England,  and  fined,  ib.  ft6o, 
Stewart,  Mr,  left  as   an  hofta^c  with  the  Mahrattas,  ii.  273.     Set   at  liberty, 

though  the  tr.-aty  was  broken  by  the  Englifli,  ib.  284. 
Stirling  Caftlc  man  of  war  loft,  ii.  45* 

Stoiiey-Ferry,  Gen.  Lincoln  defeated  there  by  Gen  Prevoft,  i.  44.^. 
Stoncy •Point  taken  by  the  Britifli,  i.  446.    *etaken  by  the  Americans,  ib.  445. 
Storcf,  a  quantity  dcfigned  for  BoQon  dcHroycd  by  ftorms,  i.  247. 
Storm,  an  extraordinary  one  in  England,  ii.  45. 
Subfcriptiou,  fchemc  of  the  miniltry  for  raifing  regiments  by,  i.  384.       Some 

raifed  in  Scotland  by  it,  ih, 
Subahs,  explanation  of  that  word,  ii.  9/3.     N. 
Suckroot,  an   important  pafs  in  the  £.  Indies,  taken  pofTeilion  of  by  the   Sri- 

tifli,  ii.  333, 
Suffolk  delegates,  their  confiderations  on  Gen  Gage's  proceedings   at .  Boflon^ 

i.  171, 
Suifiein,  M.  fcnt   to  the   E.  Indies  with  five  fliips  of  war,  ii.  46.      £ngages 
Com.  Johnfton's  fqitadron,   ih.    1(^4.      Difappoints  the  BritiHi   attempt  on 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  ib.  197.     Succeeds  M.  de  Orves  in  the  command  of 
the  fleet,  ib,  336.     Defeated  by  Sir  Ed.  Hughes,  ib.  338.      His  laft  engage. 
raent  with  Sir  Ed.  Hughes,  ib.  372.     See  Hughes^ 
Sujah   Dowlah,    treaty   propoftd  between   him  and  the  Britifli,  i,  20,      Mir 
CoiTim  flies  to  him,  after  being  defeated  by  the  Englifli,  ib,  26.      Inftrudtioos 
to  the  Britifli  commander  with  refpecSl  to  him,  ib^  27.     Letter  to  him   from 
the  PreGdcnt  of  Calcutta,  ib.     His  anfwer,  ik.  as.     War  with  him  refolvcd 
on  by  the  Council  of  Calcutta,  ib    29.       Invades   the  Britilh   territories,  ib^ 
Defeated  at  Buxar,  «^.  31.     Humanity  of  the  Britifh  general   to  the  van- 
quiflied,  ib.     Is  congratulated  by  the  Mogul  on  his  viAory,  ib.   32.     Propofcs 
peace,  which  is  rcfulcd,  ib,      Refufcs  to  deliver  up  either  Mir  Coflim  or  the 
aflaflin  Sombroo,  ib.  33.     Attempts  to  bribe  Major  Munro,  ib.      He  furrcn- 
dcrs  himftif  to  Gen.  Carnac,  ib.  34.    Reftored  to  his  dignity  by  Lord  Clivc, 
ib'  37'     Difgraceful   treaty   of  the  E.    India  Company  with  him,    ii.  £47. 
Bribes  them  to  exterminate  the  Rohillas,  ib.  S48.     His  monflrous  behaviour 
to  the  PrincciTcs  he  captured,  ib.     His  rccompence  to   the  Company,    »>. 
Diflentions  between  the   Company's  fervants  on  this   account,  ib,  249-       I2   , 
killed  by  a  woman  whom  he  attempted  to  ravifli,  ib. 
Su!livan*s  f  Hand,  attack  on,  by  Sir  Peter  Parker,  i.  282. 

Sullivan,  Gen.  taken  at  thebattle  on  Long  iHand,  i«  292.     Sent  to  treat  Tirith 

the  Congrcf?,  ib.  293-     Obliges  tlic  Britifli  to   burn  fomc  of  their  Ihips  at 

Rhode  Ifbnd,  ib.  428.     Dcferted  by  part  of  his  army,  but  cfFetSls  a  retreat, 

ib.  419.     Ruins  the  Six  Nations  of  Indian*,  /i.  436. 

Sumptcr,  Gen.  defeated  by  Col.  Tarleton,  i.  468.      Defeated  a  fecond  time, 

ib.  480. 
Sundah  country  on  the  Malabar  coaft  taken  by  the  Englifli,  ii.  363. 
Supply,  extiaordinary,  in  1775  violently  debated,  i.  270.     Debates  on  that  of 

1781,  ii.  382. 
Sumatra,  Dutch  fcttlemcnts  there  reduced,  ii.  3I4- 
Superbc  man  of  war  lh.<ttcrcd  in  an  engagement  with  Suffrein,  ii.  339. 
tnipervifors  determined  on  to  be  feat  into  India,  i,  53.     Are  loft  in  the  Aurora 
frigate,  ib.  94,    The  Company  prevented  from  fending  out  any  other?,  ib.  g6. 
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furajah  Dowlah  fucceeds  to  the  nabobiliip  of  Bengal,  i.  4.  His  Charadler  hj 
Mr.  Ives,  0.  $.  Takes  Calcutta,  H.  Corrcfpoadence  between  him  and 
Ad.  Watfon,  f^.  7.  His  complaints  againft  the  Britiihy  t^.  zo.  Obfcrvationji 
on  his  coodud^,  U.  it,    U  defeated  at  Plaflev,  i6.  14.     Put  to  death  it. 

Survillantc  frieate,  engagement  betwixt  her  and  the  Quebec,  ii.  41. 

Sufquchaona  nver,  fettlements  of  the  Tories  there,  dciEroyed,  i.  435. 


Tanjore,  war  betwiTt  the  king  of,  and  the  E.  India  Company,  ii,  244.  Pre- 
tence of  the  prefidency  of  Madras  for  attacking  him,  i^.  His  territory  reduced. 
it.  843.  Lord  Pigot  fent  out  to  reftore  the  Rajah,  ii,  251.  His  Lordfliip 
counceradled  by  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  1*.  451.    See  Figot. 

Tarleton,  Col.  ddfeats  the  Americans  at  Waxfaw,  i.  464.  Defeats  Gen.  Sump» 
ter,  a.  468.    Defeats  him  again,  ii,  480.    Defeated  by  Morgan,  ii,  484. 

Tea  deftroyed  at  Bofton,  &c.  i    138. 

Tea-acb  repealed  in  17789  i  405. 

Tea-feheme  with  regard  Co  Amecica>  its  utility  denied  there,  i.   194 

Tea-ftiips,  Americans  exafperated  by  fending  them  from  Britain,  i.  136. 

Teliicherry  relieYcd  by  fir  £d.  Hughes,  ii.  304,  Indians  defeated  there,  ik 
34S. 

Temple.    See  Wbatelym 

Tema'c,  king  of,  releafed  from  captivity  by  the  Britifli,  ii.  197, 

Tcrnay,  and  M.  de  la  Fayette,  arrive  in  America  with  troops,  i,  470. 

Territorial  rights  of  the  £.  India  Company  que(Honed  by  Miniftry^  i,  ioi«  Ta- 
ken away,  ii*  io2, 

ThomfoD,  Gen.  Defeated  and  taken  by  the  Britifli,  i.  17 8. 

Thunderer  man  of  war  lod,  ii.  4^. 

Ticonderoga  taken  by  the  Americans,  i«  216.  Retaken  by  the  Briti/hy  il.  34t* 
Expedition  againfb  it  by  the  Americans,  i^.  365. 

Tidorc,  king  of,  relieved  from  captivity  by  the  Britifli,  ii.  197. 

Tippoo  Saheb  defeated  by  Col  Bailie,  ii.  300.  Attacks  and  defeats  the  Co).  H, 
301.  Defeats  Col.  Braithwaite,  i^.  344.  Exafperated  againft  Gen.  Mat- 
thews, ib'  356.  Attacks  and  defeats  him,  ii^  304.  Befieges  him  in  a  for« 
trefs,  takes  ir,  and  puts  him  to  death,  ib  365.  Befieges  Mangaittre,  H,  ^y. 
Is  abandoned  by  the  French,  which  puts  an  end  to  the  war,  ii.  360. 

Tobago  taken  by  the  French,  ii.  49. 

Townflitnd,  Hon.  Charles,  made  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  i.  45. 

His  death,  ii.  64 

Trade,  board  of, aboliflied,  ii.  143. 

Tranfpnrts,  a  number  of  thofc  deSgned  for  Bofton,  lofl*  i.  246.  A  number  of 
French  ones  taken  by  Admiral  Barrington,  ii«  8(9. 

Treafon  bill  in  1777,  violent  debates  on  it,  i.  318.  Complaifance  of  the  miniflry 
to  the  minority  on  this  occafion,  ii.   319,  ^ 

•Treaty  between  France  and  America,  AffenJixytio,  1. 

Trenton,  Hcffians  defeated  at,  i.  304.  The  library  there  deflroyei^  Iry  the  Eng- 
lifli,  ii. 

Trepaflbre,  in  the  E.  Indies,  taken  by  fir  Eyre  Coote,  ii.  313. 

Trichinopoly,  Britifli  army  aflcmbles  there,  ii.  239.  Attempt  of  Hydcr  All 
on  it,  ib,  3iO- 

Triiicomale  reduced  by  fir  Ed.  Hughes,  ii.  315.    Retaken  by  the  French,  H, 

Trois  Rivieres,  Britifli  army  aflcmbles  there,  i.  177.    Attempt  of  the  Americans 
tit  furprife  adivifion,  ib, 
.  Tronjolly,  M.  engages  iir  Ed.  Vernon  at  fea,  ii.  22. 

Troops,  foreign,  ncgociations  for  engaging  them  in  the  Britifla  fervicc,  i.  tS^' 
Rejci'^cd  by  ilulfiai  ib.     Entered  into  with  Hefl*eand  Brunfwick,  ti,  t57. 

Trumbull  fort,  taken  by  Gen.  Arnold,  i.  504. 

Tryon,  Gov.  circulates  the  conciliatory  bills,  in  1778,  i.  4x7-  They  arc  print- 
ed tn  the  nc\v»-papers,  by  order  of  Congrefs,  ii, 

Tybce  in  Georgia,  D*£flaign  amves  there  in  1 779,  i.  454. 
Vol.    Vh  h 
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V 

Vanfittarty  Got.  concludes  a  treaty  ivlth  Mir  Coffim,  i.  fti.    The  treaty  dif« 

avowed  by  the  Council  at  Calcutta,  ib  2: 
Vaudrcuil,  M.  reduces  the  Britilli  fettlemcnts  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  ii.  3^ 

Projedts  the  expedition  agaioft  Hudfan's  Bay,  iS.  23 {• 
VaughaDy  Gen.  his  ccmrage  in  the  hurricane  of  1780,  ii,  43>    Defends  his  00^ 

dudik  at  St  Euftatius,  t^.  389. 
Vellum,  an  Eafl  Indian  fortrefs  taken  by  the  Britifli,  ii.  143. 
Vernon, fir  Ed.  his  en^gement  with  M.  TronjoIIy,  ii.  as. 
Verplanks,  an  American  pod,   taken  by  the   Britifh,  i.  446.    Retaken  by  the 

•  Americans,  1^.  449. 

Villede  Paris,  a  fine  French  fliip,  damaged  in  an  engagement  with  Ad.  Hoodf 
ii.  179.  Taken  in  that  with  Ad.  Rodney,  16^  i86>  Dreadful  carnage  oa 
board  her,  i^.  139. 

Vincents,  St.  expedition  againft  the  Caribbs  there,  i.  126.  Debates  in  parliament 
on  the  fubjc(fV,«A.  The  people  fubmit,  ib-  The  liland  reduced  by  the  French, 
ii.  a4.  Damage  done  by  a  hurricano  there,  ib»  44.  Unfucceisful  attempt  ^ 
the  EngiiOi  againft,  ii,  68. 

Virginia,  difrontents  there  on  account  of  the'Bofton  port  bill,  i.  158.  Mod. 
importation  and  exportation  agreements,  1^.  166.  Gov.  Dunmore  driven  out 
of  the  ptdvince,  ii.  334.  Expedition  againft  it  in  i779i»^.444>  DcArudion 
of  ftores  there*  ib.  445.     The  country  ravaged  by  Arnold  and  Phillips,//.  491. 

Vizier  vifits  Mr.  Haftings  at  Benares,  ii.  328*  Who  endeavoon  todiiTuadc  him 
from  it,  ih,  329* 

Union,  articles  of,  faid  to  be  alterable  by  the  BritiOi  Parliament,  i.  114.  This 
dovSfcrine  controverted,  U,  N. 

Upton, Col.  concludes  a  peace  with  theMahrattas  in  17749  ii*  s69« 

Volunteers!  Iri£h|  their  rcfolutious,' ii«  4b6. 

W 

Wallace,  fir  Ja.  his  bravery  in  the  French  attack  on  the  iOand  of  Jerfcy,  ii.  3|. 
Wallace,  Mr, the  Attorney-General,  propofes  a  truce  with  America,  ii.  407- 

The  propofal  rejcdled  i6. 
WaJfli,  Lieut*  defeats  the  Mahrattas,  ii.  sSj. 
Wallingham,  Com.  reinforces  Ad,  Rodney,  ii.  loft^iX  4$* 

Wandewafli,  in  the  E.  Indies,  relieved  by  lir  Eyre  Coote,  ii.  309.    i&gain,  34^. 
Wafhington,  Gen  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  forces,  i.  fti3. 

•  Drives  the  Britifli  troops  out  of  Bofton,  ib,  849*  Enters  the  city  in  triumph, 
iL  251.  Refufes  a  letter  from  Gen.  tlowe,  and  another  from  Lord  Howe,  ib. 
b89'  Rejedis  their  propofal  s  of  accommodation,/^.  290.  His  ^lef*  at  the  dcf»t 
on  Long-lfland,  i^.  292,  Conveys  the  troops  to  a  place  of  fafcty,  iiu  Poft, 
himfclfat  Kinfbridge.  ib,  299.  Retreats  to  White  Plains^  ib,  295.  Eludes 
General  Howe's  attempt  to  force  him  to  a  battle,  ib,  296.  Offers  ux  field  vt- 
ficers  in  exchange  for  Gen.  Lee,  ib,  299*  His  condu<S  extolled  by  Con^rcfs, 
U,  300.  Surprifes  the  Helfians  at  Trenton,  t^,  304.  His  refolute  fpeech  be* 
fore  the  attack,  ib.  305.  Is  efleemed  in  Europe  as  well  as  America,  it.  307 
Operations  betwixt  him  and  Gen.  Howe  in  1777,  il.  335*  FmOrates  the  de. 
figns  of  the  Britlfli  Gen.  ib*  336.  Which  occafions  the  expedition  againft 
Philadelphia,  ib,  347.  Defeated  at  Brandy. wine,  ib,  348.  Attacks  the  Britifli 
at  German-town,  ib,  353.  His  account  of  the  battle,  1^,  334.  Rtfuf«Dr 
Fergufon  a  pafTport  in  1778,  ib.  420.  Weak  (late  of  his  army  in  I'j^Oyib.  458. 
Is  amufcd  for  fome  days  by  the  Britifli  Generals,  f^.  470.  The  ftratage:n  at 
tended  with  no  good  effe<St,23.  471.  Prevents  difcenfion  betwixt  the  French  and 
American  officers,  ib.  472.  Chagrined  at  the  departure  of  the  French  fleet,  ib* 
474.  His  proceedings  againft  Arnold  and  Andre,  ib*  478,  et/cf*  Lays  a  plan 
for  the  capture  of  Cornwallis,  ib.  50a.  Jwined  by  Rochanibeau»  it*  Befiegts 
Cornwallis  at  York  Town,  tb*  506.  Grants  favourable  terms  of  capiiuk- 
tioo,i^«  5IC.     Thanked  by  Conj;rcff,  ib.  ;ii. 
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IVater^  a  great  niimher  ef  Britifli  foldiers  perifh  in  one  day  for  want  of  it  id  the 

£.  Indies,  ii.  973. 
Watfon,  Ad.  commences  war  againft  Siirajah  Dowlah,  i.  5*      His  correfpon- 

dencG  with  him,  it,  7.     Replies  to  his  complaints,  $6,  10*    Refufes  to   iign  a 

fitStitious  treaty  mth  Omichund,  il,  13. 
Watt,  Captain,  killed  in  a  fca-fight,  ii.  351. 

Wattsy  Mr,  concludes  a  treaty  with  Mir  Jaffier  by  means  of  Omichund,  i.  13. 
Wayne,  an  American  Gen.  furprifes  Stoney  Point,  i.  449.      Repulfed  in  an 

attack  on  L.  Cornwailis,  iL  561. 
Webfler,  Col.  killed  at  Guilford,   i.  4^0.      Cornwallis's  letter  to  his  father, 

Wedderbum,  Col.  killed  in  the  Ealt  Indies,  ii.  368. 

Weil  Indies,  opperatiuns  therein  1778)  ii*  6.  In  1779,  it,  %$.  In  i780»  li.  aS. 
Violent  hurricane  there,  ii.  4s.  Operations  in  i78i»  ii^  46,  69,  175.  In 
1782,  i^.  177. 

Weftminfter  judgeds  inquiry  into  their  condudb  propofed  and  dropped,  i.  111, 
112. 

Weymouth,  Lord,  declares  the  appointment  of  £•  India  fupervifors  illegal,  u 
53,  His  correfpodcnce  with  the  Dire*ftors  on  that  fubje^,  16,  ^4.  AppoinU 
ed  Secretary  of  State,  ib.  6i;.  Succeeds  Lord  Rochford,  it.  304.  Moves  an 
addrefsinthe  Houfe  of  Peers  in  1778,  ii.  4*  Violent  debates  on  the  fub* 
jc<a,  i6, 

Wbately,  Mr,  has  a  duel  with  Mr  Temple  on  account  of  Gov.  Hutchinfon*s 
letters,  i»  I53«^  ^ 

Wheat,  importation  of  it  from  America  allowed,  i»  64. 

White  Hart  affociation  at  London,  account  of  it,  i.  385* 

"Whitehaven,  attempt  of  Paul  Jones  to  bum  it,  ii.  40. 

Whitehill,  Mr,  fucceeds  Sir  T,  Rumbold  in  the  prefidency  of  Madras,  ii.  290. 
Sufpendcd  from  his  office,  i6.  3074  Denies  the  authority  of  the  council  to  do 
fo,  it. 

Wilkes,  Mr,  cle<*led  member  for  Middlefex,  i.  58.  Extravagant  attachment  of 
the  populace  to  him,  ib.  His  imprifonment,  it.  His  final  fentcnce,  it.  6^. 
Petitions  Parliament,  ib.  70,  Publiflies  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
i^.  71,  Expelled  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  repeatedly  chofen,  ib.  Ge- 
neral account  of  him,  t^.  85.  His  preferment. at  la{t,  tb.  Refolution  ofth« 
H.  of  Commons  concerning  him  expunged,  ii.  436. 

Willct,  Col.  his  bravery  at  Fort  Stanwix,  i.  363. 

Williamlburgh,  Cornwailis  arrives  there,  i.  500. 

Wilmington  taken  by  Cornwailis,  i.  488.  ' 

Wilfon,  a  faiior,  alone  efcapes  when  the  Glorieux  and  Ville  de  Paris  were 
loft,  ii.  239. 

Wines  taxed  in  1779,  i.  40fi. 

Wood,  Capt.  faves  the  Exeter  man  of  war  in  an  engagement  with  Sufirein,  ii) 
338.     Is  killed,  it.  351. 

Woofter,  an  American  General  killed,  i.  3^3. 

Worgaum,  Britifli  army  capitulate  there  with  the  Mahrattas,  if.  «73» 

Works,  Board  of,  an  ufelefs  expence,  i.  322. 

Wyoming,  deftru<Stion  of  that  fettlcmcut,  i.  43" ? 


York,  Duke  of,  dies  at  Monaco,  1.  63. 

York  city,  petition  from  it  againft  miniftry,  ii.  ia6. 

Yorkfliire  committee,  their  refoluiions  on  the  power  allowed  to  the  mihtary  m 

1780,  ii.  160. 
York-1  own  fortified  by  Cornwailis,  i^  50a.    Beficgcd  and  taken,  it.  ^•e,  d  fiji 


Zoutman,  Ad.  engage*  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  ii.  toj.     Honoured  M  account  ef 
his  bravery,  it.  lo^^ 
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ALLEN,  Samuel,  Philadelphia 
Auld,  Jamcsy  Do. 

Atmcs,  Thomas,  Do* 

Aitken,  John,  Do.  * 

Achefon,  David,  Wafhmgton,  Penn. 
Auld,  Ifjiac,  Philadelphia 
^dcrfou,  John,  Bedford 


AnderfoB,  Samuel,  Philadelphia 
Addifon,  Alexander,  Waflungtoo,Penii. 

fylvania,  84  copies 
Allifon,  David,  Philadelphia 
Allen,  ThomAt,  New- York,  7  copies 
AUcrdice,  Samuel,  Philadelphia 


B 


Burchan,  Richard,  Salem,  New  Jerfey 
Baird,   Abfalom,   Wafiiington,  Penn- 

fylvania,  7  copies 
Bake,  Herman,  Philadelphia 
Buckley,  Daniel,  Urookeforge 
Brien,  Edward,  Staunton,  Virginia 
Bailey,  David,  Charlefton,  7  copies 
Barker,  Jeremiah,  Pittfbur^ 
Baker,  Geo.  A.  Philadelphia 
Bennfel,  George,  Germantowu 
Bryan,  Jaa.  Ncwbem,  North  Carolina 
Brickell,  Jofeph,  Do. 

Brown,  Andrew,  Philadelphia 
JBoys,  Samuel,  Do. 

Biddle,  Marks  John,  Reading 
Blood  worth,  Timothy,  North.Carolina 
Bcere,  Jonathan,  Philadelphia 
Brahan,  &  Morgan,  Virginia,  7  copies 
Biddle,  James,  Philadelphia 
Brown,  Archibald,  CharlcOon,  S«  C. 
Blackburn,  William,  Philadelphia 
Bowman,  Ebenezer,        Do. 
Brandoa,  John,  Greenfl9orough,We(l- 

moreland  county 
Buckley,  Daniel,  JLancafter 
Breck>  Samuel>  jun.  Philadelphia 


Conrad,  Michael,  Philadelphia 
Cummings,  James,        Do. 
Canon,  Johii,  Huntingdon,  Pennfyl. 
Crozicr,  Robert,  Philadelphia 


Buchanon,  J.  Northumberland^  Peaa* 
Bonnely  William,  Philadelphia; 
Brown,  Andrew,  Do. 

Baker,  John  Hilarv,      Do.  7  copies 
Byrone,  Mathew,  l^ewbern,  N.  C. 
Brynberg,  Peter,  Wilmingtoii 
Baron,  John,  Philadelphia 
Barrow,  Mr.  Briftol 
Bowman,  Edward,  Philadelphia 
Brandon,  John,  Greenfl>urg,  Penn. 
Black,  Jamesy  Junr.  Sun(bury,  Pemu 

fylvania,  7  copies 
Breading,  Nathaniel,  Fayette  County 

Pcnnfylvania 
Benton,  John  A.  South. Carolina 
Bond,  JoHiua  B.  Philadelphia 
Backus,  Eleazer,  Pcterlburg,  Virginia 
Black  &  Patton,  Sunlbury,  PennC 
Brown,  Samuel,  Cambridge,  Dorchefter, 

Maryland* 
Bruce,  David,  Waftiington  county 
Barker,  Abner  and  Jeflc,  Pittsburgh 
Brooks,  John,  Philadelphia 
Beaiy,  Robert,  Greensburgh 
Blackley,John,Wilmington,N.CaroIina 
Brackenridge,  H«  H,  Allegheny  county 

c.      " 

Chambers,  Benjamin,  Chambersburgh 
Chriftie,  William,  Pittsburgh 
«Conovcr,  Samuel,  T.  Philadelphia 
Cttldwell,  Andrew,  D«. 
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CatCB,  John,  Dover 

Connelly,  Ifaac,  Mifflin  county  Pennf. 

Chridie,  Gabriel,  Maryland 

Cloyd,  Jolin,  Philadelphia 

Cafner,  John,  Mifflin  county 

Cox,  Zachariah,  Augulla,  Georgia 

Connel,  John,  Ohio  County,  Virginia, 

7  copies. 
Caldclcugb,  Andrew,  Philadelphia 
Clifton,  William,  Philadelphia 
Campbell,  Samuel, New- York,  7 copies 
Cox,  William,     York,  county,   Pcnn. 

7  copies 
CUrk,  J.  L.  Philadelphia 
Colhoun  5aml.  Chambersburgh^  Pena- 

fylvania,  7  copies 
Colhoun,  John,        do.  7  copies 
Cabell,  George,  Virginia 
Carpenter,    lidward,  Mantua    creek, 

Ncw-Jerfcy 
Clark,  Samuel,  Waihiogton,   Pennfyl. 

yaaia 


Chcftcr  Library  company 
Cobbet,  William,   Philadelphia  i  cop, 
Caldwell,  Andrew,  W^aHiington,  Penn. 
Gift,  Charles,  Philadelphia 
Cook,  Jofeph,  Wafhington  county 
Creigh,  Samuel,  Pittsburgh 
Colhoun,  Robert,  Allegheny  coonty 
Cooper,  Robert,  Grcenshurgh 
Cuthbertfon,  John,         du.  do. 

Cooke    David,    Walhingtoii    coauty, 

Pennfyivania 
Colhoun,  Samuel,    Franklin  county, 

Pennfyivania 
Comegyes,  Cornelius,  Philadelphia 
Charles,  Jofeph,  L«wiftown,  PennlyL 

vania 
Cochran,  Robt.  &  Gcox^e,  New-Or. 

leans 
Connel,  John,  Ohio  County,  Virginia, 

7  copicf 


D. 


Dillwortb,  Jonathan,  Philadelphia 
Dickinfon,  Jcfle,  Do. 

Davies,  George,  Do. 

Dunlap>  John,  Do. 

Dunlap*  the  Rev.  John,  New-York 
Dickins,  Aufbury,"  Philadelphia  7  cop. 
Dunlap,  Andrew,  Chamber /bur  gn, 

Pennfyivania 
Davidfon,  Tames,  Philadelphia 
Dobfon,  Thomas,  Do. 

Douglaa,    Bphraim,   Fayette    County, 

Pennfyivania 
Pcanifon,  G.  Philadelphia 


Dena,  Tohn.  Mannington,  New.Jerfey 
Dannie!,  William,  Salem,        Do* 
Depuy,  William  Philadelphia 
Davies,  Benjamin,  Philadelphia  3  cop. 
Daffln,  Thomas,  Cambridge,  DorchcL 

ter  county  Maryland 
Dorfey,  Jofeph,    Wafliington    county 
Dreury,  Philadelphia 

Dag,  Nathaniel,  Grecnfburg,  7  copies 
Duncan,  David,  Pi?t/burgh 
Doty,  Ezra,  Mifflin,  Town 
Day,  Nicholas,  Grtcnfbuigh 


E. 

Imcry,  Samuel,  Philadelphia  Earl,  William,  Pittfturg 

Evans,  John  B.        Do.  £afton«  John,  Louifville,  Kentucky 

lidmonfon,  John,  Eaflon,  Pennfyivania  £cliflon,  John,  Cambridge,  Dorchefter 
Fameft,  Mathew,  Pittfburg  County,  Maryland 

Illiot,  William,  Lewis-Town,  Pcnnfyl-  Edin^ton,  George, 
vania,  7  copies 


Frazicr, Richard,  Chcftcr  county  Penn-  Folwell,  Richard,  Philadelphia 

iylvania  Fofter,  Anthony,  Nafhville,  Tennaflbe 

Flcmming,  Jofep"h  H.  Philadelphia  Frazer, Robert,  Weft-Chefter 

Fletcher,  John,  Berlin,  Pennf.  2  copies  Finley, James,  Fayetie  County 


SUBSCRIBERS*  NAMES. 


G. 


Gilmior,  John,  Strafburgh,  Pennryl. 

Grub,  7.  Philaaelohia 

Ooldthwait,  W.  B.  Do. 

Gibbons,  William,  do. 

Greene,  CharleK,  Marietta 

Grccr,  John,  Yorktown,  Pcnnfylvania. 

Guicr,  Adam,  Philadelphia, 

Gilpin,  'John  B.  do. 

Gfonlnger,  Philip,  Lancader 

Gibfon,  Thomas,  Fort  Wafliington 


Hardie,  Tames,  Princctown,  Ne^-Jcrfey 
Hcnderfon,  Robert,  Philadelphia 
Hallowell,  John,         do. 
Hopkinfon,  Jofeph,    do. 
HcnJrickfon,  Ifaac,  Wilmington 
Heinekir,  J.  H, C.  Philadelphia 
Hamilton,  Francis,  WaOiington,  Pcnn. 
Hiltzheimer,  T.  W.  Philadelphia 
Huflon,  Jofeph,  Union-town,  Pennfyl- 

vaoia  7  copies 
Harris,  David,   York-Town,  Penn. 
Heap,  John,  Shippenfburgh,    do. 
Mogc,  John,  Wafliington,         do. 
Hunter,  John,  Reading 
Harrilburgh  Library,  Harrirburgh 
Hoge,  Wiliiam,  Wafliington,  Penn. 
Hide,  Samuel,  WaOiington,  Pcnn. 
Hartung,  William,  Philadelphia 


Great  Valley  Library,  Pennfylvanir 
Gilbert,    Francis,  Frederick    county, 

Virginia 
Goldfborough,  William,  Maryland 
Goidn^orongh^  Richard,  do. 
Gibfon,  Thomas,  Cincinnatti 
Grant,  James,  KuoxvilIe,Tenneffcc 
Gray,  Andrew,  Kent  County- 
Gibbons,  James,  Philadelphia 

H. 

Hair.T.  do. 

Harrifon,  William,    do. 
Hughes,  James,  Muddy-Creck,  Pen»s 
Heatcn,  Henry,  Muddy-Creck,    do. 
Heaten,    John,  Wafliington  County, 

Pennfylvania 
Hutchins,  Thomas,  Montgomery  Coun« 

Hunt,  Abijah,  Fort  Wafliington 
Hartley,  Thomas,  York-Town,  Pcnn.' 
Hampton,  Wade,  Philadelphia 
Harrifon,  William,  Senr.  do. 
Humphill, Jofeph.  . 
Hamilton,  James,  CarliHe  Pennfylvania 
Hcnderfon,  John,  Mingo  B<>ttom 
Hovcy,  Simon,  New  Alexandria,  Weft- 
moreland  County  ^^htt 
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li-win,  John  M.  Philadelphia 
Irwia,  John,  Wcfhnoreland,  Pcnn. 
Jackfon,  Hugh,  Philadelphia 
Irwin,  Matthew,         do. 

i[amcs,  Thomas  C.    do. 
[ack,  John,  Chambcrft>urgh,  Pcnn. 
rwin,  John,  Pittfl>urgh 
Irwinj  John,  Kentucky 
Jack,  William,  Union-town,  Penn. 


Jackfon,  Samuel,  Fayette  County,  de. 
Johnfon,  &  Alexander,  Lewis-Towa 

Pennfylvania 
Johnfon,    Robert,   G,  Woods-Town, 

New-Jcrrcy 
Jack,  J.  &  Jas.  Romney,  Virginia 
Jones,  Lloyd,  Montgomery  County 
Jinkinfon,  Ifaac,  Wafliington  Countf 


K. 

Kitchens,  James,  Philadelphia  Kher,  Daniel,  Wafliington,  Pcnn. 

Kuhl,  Marcus,  do,  Keasbv,  Dalzicl,    Saltm,    Ncwjcrfey 

Kenny,  Alexander,  Baltimore  Kca(bv,  Jtffe,         do.  do. 

Kcan,  Kdward,  Newbcrn,  N.  C.  Kirtkpairick,  L  Grccii&urgh,  Pcnnffl- 
Kcppcl,  G.  Henry,  Wafliington  vania,  7  copies 

Kline,  George,  CarUfle  Penn.  7  copies  Kidd,  Andrew,  PortfmoBth,  Virginia 
Kentucky,  Library,  Lexington 
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Levis,  Philips  Wihningtaii  Delaware 
Lockerman,  Thomas,  Jtinr.  Cambridge 

Dorchcfter  county 
Loury,  Williani,2afioii,  Maryland 
LeddiCy  Brookeo,  county 
Logan,  James,  New- Jerfey,  14  copict 
Lockeman,  William,  Marylax&d 
Lect,  Jonathan,  WaChington  Peonfyl. 
Lieb,  John  L.  Philadelphia 
Lenox,  David,        do. 
Leeguon,  Jefle,  Princetotvn,  Jerfey 
Leib,  Micnael,  Philadelphia 
Lowry,  William^  Trap,  Maryland 


Logan,  Jma>  Salem,  Ncv. Jersey,  14 

copies 
Lane,  Prcfly,  C.  Fayette  Coukty,  Pen. 
Lahn,  Jacob,  Lancafter 
Lake,  Aaron,  New-Jerfey 
Lloyd,  Bateman,    do, 
Latham,  John,  Kflot  Cooaty,  Marj^ 

land 
Lewis,  Lawrence,    Frederick  Connty 

Virginia 
Lu(by,  Jofiah,  Philadelphia 
Locbcman,  Thomas,  Maryland 
Lect,   Daniel,    Waflilogton,  Pennf. 


M. 


M<Curraeh,  James,  Philadelphia 
Millar,  Samuel,  New- York 
M*Comiick,  David,  Philadelphia 
M*Mutric,  David,  do. 

M*Clurc,  Robert,  Ohio  County,  Virg. 
Moore,  James,  Lexington 
M'Couen,  James,     do. 
Munroc,      Andrew,      Cannoosburgh, 

Fennfylvania 
Meetkirk,  William)  Wafliin^ton,  do: 
Murry,  John  D.  Bucks  County,     do, 
M'Cleneghan,  B.  Philadelphia 
M*CleIand,  Jofcph,  Mifflm  Town 
M^Kinney,  Mordicai,   Middlttown 
M'Cicland,     Robert    Nittany    Valley 

Fennfylvania 
Morrifon  &.  Vertner,    Lexington,    7 

copies 
M'Naire  &  Homer,  Pittsburgh 
MArrifon,  John,  Grcenshurgh,  Pens. 
Miller,  Tofeph,  Burlington 
M^Hivaine,    John,    MifQin   County, 

Fcnnfylvama 


M'Innes,  Duncan,  Philadelphia 
M*Kinly,  Wm.   Wafliington  FennfyL 
M«Culloch,    John,    Fhiladclphia,    7 

copfes 
M«Vicar,  Nathan,  do. 

Mitchel,  Thomas,  South-Carolina 
Miller,   Henry,     York-Town,    Penn, 
Minific,  Chridopher,  Philadelphia 
M^Call,  Samuel,  do. 

M'Cloud,  do. 

Moor,  William,  Reading,  Pennfylvaiiia 
Morrifon,  James,  Lancafler 
M*Cluny,     M'aihington,  Fennfylvania 
Martin,  Bond  William,  Maryland 
Mitchel,  Cyrus,  do. 

Mufe,  Jofeph,  Knnalle  do. 

Moylan,  John,  Philadelphia 
M'Cloyd,  do. 

Muhlenberg,  Frederick,  Anguftos,  d* 
Martin,  William,  Cheiler,  Delaware. 
Mectkirk,  William,  Wafliington,  Penn. 
Morrow,  Paul,  Welbaioreland,  GrctnT- 

burgh. 
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Newman,  John,  North -Carolina 
Nichols,  Francis,  Pottfgrove,  Pennf. 


Nagelly  Jacob,  Bedford,  Pennfylvani* 


o. 


Ofmrod,  John,  Philadelphia,  7  copies      Oweii»  Richard,  Annapolis,  7  copica 
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Piper,  John,  Lewis  Town  Pattcrfon,  Calbrath    HarrislMirgh 

I'cntccoft,  Jofcph,  Waihjngtoc,  Pennf.    Purviance,  Henry,  W  aHiington,  Pcim; 
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Park,  J,  Pittlburgh 
Fearcc,  Matthew,  Philadelphia 
Palmer,  Thomas  do. 

Pofle^jT,  Thomas,  Frcderickfl>urgh  Vir- 
ginia 
Patten,  Nathaniel,  Hartford,  t  copies 
Porter,  Robert,  Philadelphia 
Philfon  &  Fletcher,  Berlin,  Pennf. 


Parker,  Camel,  Wafliington 
Parker,  Jofcph,  Philadelphia 
Power,  William,  Cumberland  county 
Plealants,  Sami.  Philadelphia 
Palmer,  Thomas,    Bath,  Virginia 
Patton,  &  £rwin,  North-Carolina 
Patcrfon,  William, Br unf.vick  N.  jcrfcy 


R. 


Rawn,  David,  Philadelphia 
Rabb,  Andrew,  Fayette  county,  Penn. 
Robertfon,  Duncan,  Philadelphia 
Rodney,  Ccafer,  Delaware 
Riddle,  Jo(hua,Chamber8bur2h,  Penn. 
Richardfon,  Jeflc,  Eafton,  do. 

Redwood,  James,   junr.  Philadelphia 
Rea,  Peter,  Cambridge,  Maryland,  14 

copies 
Robcfon,  Jonathan,  Philadelphia 
Rofs,  Johnj  junr.  do. 

Rivington,  James,  New- York 
Richards,  John,  do. 


Recde,  7homa>,    WafhingtoD,  PennC 
Redick,  David,  do.  do. 

Ritchie,  Craig,  do.  do. 

RufF,  Daniel,  Philadelphia 
Ringold,  Wlliam,  T.  Maryland 
Redman,  John,    Salem,    New.Jerfey 
Richardfon  &  Clayton,  Eafton,  Mary- 

land,  7  copies 
Rofe,  J.  Chcftcr  County 
Rawle,  William,  Philadelphia 
Rolf,  John,  Ohio  County 
Robinfon,  George,  Pittfburgh 
Riddle,  Marks,  J.  Reading 


Scheetz,  Juftice,  Mongomery   county 

Pennfyivania 
Smith,  Robert,  Philadelphia 
Smock,  Robert,  do. 

Scheetz,  Henry,  Montgomery  county 

Pennfyivania 
•Spence,  Andrew,  Philadelphia 
Smith,  John,  R.  do. 

Swcitzer,  Henry,  do. 

St  Merry,  M.  D.         do.     14  copies 
Scrgcint,  William        do. 
Shultz,  Benjamin,  Montgomery  county 

Pennfyivania 
Smith,  John,  Philadelphia 
Steel,    Robert,   Lcwiltown,    pennfyl. 

vania 
Swain,  Francis,  Trapp,  Pennfyivania,  7 

copies 
)  Stockton^Lucius  Horatio,Trenton,N.J. 
Sennickfoo,  John,  Salem,  New-Jerfey 
Scott,  John,   Chambcrsburgh,    Penn- 
fyivania 
Steedman,  William,  Northumberland, 

Pennfyivania 
Straight,  James,  Phil  add  nhia 

Vol.  VI.  i 


Spotfwood,  William,  Bofton,  7  copies 

Steel  &  Kirk,  Lcwiftown,  Pennfylva« 
nia,  7  copies 

Stewart,  Walter,  Philadelphia 

Sherard,  Robert,  Bath,  Virginia,  7 
copies 

Simonfon,  John,  Wafliington,  Penn- 
fyivania 

Smilie,  John,  Fayette  county,        do. 

Springer,  Uriah,  do.  do. 

Sumnurton,  John,  Frederick  county, 
Virginia,  7  conies 

Smith,  Jeremiah,  Philat'clphia 

Scott,  James,  Kitliaqui.las  Vif.'ey, 
Pennfyivania 

Sullivan.  Daniel,  Cambridge  Dorchcfcr 
County,  Maryland 

Sullivan,  John,  tio. 

Scott,  John 

Steele,  James,  do. 

Sutherhrid,  William,  Mingo  Bjttoa 

Scull,  John,  Pitllburgh 

Sample.  Steele,    Piu»burgh 

Searight,  James,  Phliadelphia 
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T. 


Tucker,  Brnjimin,  PhiUdclpWa  Turner,  Alexander,  York  Country  4m 

Thursby,  Jtdward,          do.  Trotter,  '  &   Scott,  LcMingttMf  «" 

•l\itcm,  jofcph,  R.           do.  tucky,  7  coftics 

Trotter,  George,  Islington  ThorntoD,  Jofeph,  Red  Stone  0141 

i  homas,  Philip,  Maryland  Tatcm,  T.  R.  Philadelphia 

Thomfon,  William,  Kentucky  TaaeweU,  Henry,  Virpnia 

Thomas  &  Andrews,  fiofton,  7  copies  Tootill,  James,  Cambridge   Dorcbeftcr 

Tinlcy,  James,  Fayette  County ,  Pcnn-  County  Maryland 

fylvania  Tannhilf,  Jofiah,  Pittsburgli 

w. 


Wright,  James,   5alcm,    New-Jerfcy 
Wadding^on,      Jonathan^      Alloway. 

Creek 
Wells,  |ohn,  C.  do, 

Willis,  John,  do, 

Webb,  Bernard,  do. 

"White,  Stephen,  Maryland 
Whiiehill,  James  Harrisburjfh,  Penn. 
Way,  Andiew,  Junr.  Philadelphia 
Wakcling,  Samuel,  do. 

Walker,     Archibald,      Cheftertown, 

Maryland 
Wilkialbn,  James,  Kentucky 
While,  Francis,  Virginia 
Wycth,  John,  Harn&bugh,  7   copies 
Wood,  William,  Virginia 
Walton,  William,  North- Carolina,  7 

copies 
Wilfon,  Hugh,  Waihbgton,  Pennf.  7 

copies 


Wilkins,  John,  Junr-  Pittofavrgh 
Wallace*  George,  PennfylTaitia 
Whitehiil,    Root.   Junr.   Harriabu^dk 
Watfon,  John,  Mifflin  Town,  ffimia 

Con^ty^  Pennfjivania. 
Whitely,  Arthur,  Maryland 
Waffgaman,  Henry,        do. 
Weblter,    C.    R.  ^  G«  Allagu^,  % 

copies 
Walker,  David,   Philadelphia 
Webb,  Peter,    Talbot  county  Maryr 

land 
Watt,  Carlifle 

Walton,  Halt  &  Stewart,  North  Caro- 
lina a  copies   . 
Wiikins,  John,  Junr.  Allegany  coon^ 
Wallace,  George  Allegany  county 
Woods,  John,  Allegany  county 
Wallace,  Jame<,  Mingo  Bottom 


Y.    , 


Yooni^  J"hn,  T.  Philadelphia  Yorks,  Anthony,  Philadelpki 

Young,  \\\  P.  Charlcnon  Young,J«  T.  Philadelphia 

younj;,  John,  Wcftmor eland  County, 
Pconlylvauia 
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WITH 
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By  J.  and  W.  LANGHORNE. 


CONDITIONS. 

I.  This  work  will  be  printed  on  a  fine  Paper  and  New  Type, 
(the  fame  (ize  as  the  American  Edition  of  Hume's  Hiftory  of  Eng- 
land) in  four  Volumes  Odavo,  with  an  elegant  Engraving  to  each 
Volume. 

II.  The  Price  per  copy  to  Sabfcribers  will  be  {ix  Dollars  and  Mty 
Cents  in  boards,  or  Seven  Dollars  neatly  bound,  to  be  paid  on  the 
delivery  of  the  Work.  N.  B.  As  the  Publilhing  this  Worl^  will 
be  attended  with  a  very  heavy  expenfe  to  the  Editors,  thofe  who 
pay  at  the  time  of  fabfcribing,  fhall  be  entitled  to  a  copy  in  boards 
at  fix  dollars,  or  bound  fix  Dollars  and  a  half. 

3.  The  names  of  Subfcribcrs  will  be  given  with  the  laft  Volume,  pro- 
viding gentlemen  intruded  with  Propofals,  fhall  return  them  to  the 
Publifliers  before  the  ift  Dec.  1798. 

4,  Thofe  who  fubfcribe  for  {ix  copies,  or  receive  fix  fubfcribers, 
and  will  be  accounuble  for  the  payment,  ihail  be  entitled  to  a  fe- 
tenth  fet  gratis. 
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